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Jr. Musical Club to Hold
New Member Auditions

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club, a division of The Musical
Club of Westfield, is a performing
group of eighth grade through high
school instrumentalists and vocalists
from Westfield and nearby commu-
nities united by their love of music.

Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. Musi-
cians in the club perform for each
other during club meetings and join
with members of the Senior Club to
perform for special events such as
Festifall in Westfield.

Highlights this year are the en-
semble concert on Monday, March
16, at 7:30 p.m. featuring all the mem-
bers of the Junior Musical Club and a
senior recital on Monday, June 8, at
7:30 p.m. by club members about to
go on to college.

Both concerts are held at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield, and are free and
open to the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to indi-
viduals in grades 8 to 12 who are
studying music. Two pieces must be
performed for the audition, one piece
from the period up to and including
Beethoven and another piece from
the Romantic or Modern period.

Audition dates are Wednesday,
February 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the home
of Sue Xiao, 574 Pierson Street, and
Sunday, June 14, at 4:30 p.m. at the
home of Beverly Thomson Shea, 2121
Princeton Avenue in Scotch Plains.
To audition, or for more information,
contact James Chu, vice-president of
auditions, at (908) 928-0565.

FESTIFALL PERFORMANCE…Junior Musical Club member Brenda Li, on
right, performs with her sister Joanne Li, far left, and Musical Club members
Peggy Tristram, seated, and Lubove Schnable, center, at Westfield’s Festifall.

Milan Rocks Starland
Steady for Badfish Bounty

students, including James O’Rourke,
Peter and Joseph Ondi, Frank Scalara,
Austin Slifer, Dominick Venturino,
Jason Yang and Tim York, have vol-
unteered to assist with the fundraiser.

She said Edison Intermediate stu-
dents Tori and Mary Kate Miller have
offered their time as well. The stu-
dents are volunteering community ser-
vice as they work toward their Con-
firmations at St. Helen’s.

Ms. Ondi also reported many local
merchants have generously donated
gift baskets for a raffle to take place
that evening.

Mrs. Muselli said she never real-
ized how many “amazing friends”
she had in town.

“We could never have survived these
last months without the tremendous
support and love from the community
of Westfield,” she said. “My family
and I sincerely thank you from the
bottom of our hearts… Your love has
surrounded us and made us stronger.”

To learn more about the upcoming
Lincoln School Hoops event, call
(908) 377-6792.

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAYREVILLE — Despite the
death of its lead singer Bradley
Nowell, the music of rock-reggae leg-
ends Sublime has continued to be
played across America thanks to the
efforts of tribute group Badfish. Ear-

lier this month, on a Saturday night,
Badfish got help from local band
Milan and two others to keep the
music alive in the Starland Ballroom.

The evening was a five-band event,
beginning with Dub Proof, a jazz-
reggae combo. Unfortunately, the
band’s long jams were brought down
by weak lyrics and a general lack of
direction.

Second band Command Radio
fared far better, invoking the horns of
Reel Big Fish with the hard guitars
and rough vocals of Stone Temple
Pilots. The crowd at Starland was
enthralled, moshing all across the
floor as the band rocked on.

But of all the local bands playing,
North Plainfield’s Milan was the only
one the crowd actually chanted for
(unsurprising, since Milan won the
2008 Jersey Shows Battle of the Bands
at Starland).

As the curtain rose on the band, it
launched into “10,000 People,” its
only political number; despite a mal-
functioning microphone, the band
never missed a beat, and the crowd
never seemed to care.

Dressed in a Sublime t-shirt, singer-
guitarist Milan Lazistan led the band
through a group of songs, twisting
and turning onstage as if in the grips
of a joyful seizure.

Bassist David Sloyan, known for
his own wild dancing, easily kept up
as he bopped and stomped his feet,
like a younger Angus Young of AC/
DC, while somehow managing to keep
the groove.

Mr. Sloyan’s defining moment,
however, came during “Slave Trade,”
when he and drummer Edwin Estevez
launched into a drum war, with Mr.
Sloyan on a small mini-kit that still
managed to keep up with Mr. Estevez.

Not to be outdone, Mr. Lazistan
threw in his own tricks, playing his
guitar with his teeth and behind his
head. He also culled strong applause
at the end of the set, when he called
out to Bradley Nowell, saying, “Bra-
dley, we love you!”

Despite the strong showing, Milan
could have benefited from slowing
the show down a bit, as the band often
went from song to song with no tran-
sition, making it hard to differentiate
the songs from one another.

Still, that could be chalked up to
being on a five-group bill or perhaps
the band’s own excitement at open-
ing for Badfish at the same club in
which it won a Battle of the Bands.

Despite their speedy playing, Milan
still thrilled the Starland faithful,
which crowd-surfed to the music and
showed undeniable appreciation for
the band on a night in memory of
rock-reggae legends Sublime.
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Ori Conducts Photo,
Painting Workshops

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights, photogra-
pher of architecture and landscape,
will lead multiple groups of photog-
raphers and painters in workshops
that vary in levels from beginner to
experienced artist in all mediums.

All the workshops will focus on the
gardens, architecture, portraits and
natural environments of the historic
Cape May area and will include a
walking tour of the area, wine-and-
cheese reception, painting or photog-
raphy sessions, discussions, critiques
and hands-on opportunities.

Workshops vary in length from
three to four days, beginning on April
26, and concluding on May 9. Regis-
trations have begun, and some work-
shops have a limited number of par-
ticipants.

For additional information and reg-
istration, contact Ms. Ori directly at
(908) 790-8820. or visit
nancyoriphotography.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

You know that boring couple you’ve
been promising to double with, but keep
putting off for fear of the dead air that
might permeate the evening? Call them
now. Suggest you see Doubt. The film
will take up 104 minutes. Following that,
either at dinner or the coffee table of
choice, even the dullest of dullards should
be spurred to conversation.

Writer/director John Patrick Shanley’s
supercharged delve into the nooks and
crannies of truth, morality and the con-
founding gray areas that surround said
principles is that kind of movie. Posing its
what-ifs, maybes and do-you-supposes in
a tension-filled opus to uncertainty, Doubt
has you begging for the proverbial can of
worms to be opened.

But not so fast. Mr. Shanley’s superbly
played script about a nun (Meryl Streep)
who suspects a priest (Philip Seymour
Hoffman) of improprieties with a young
African American student (Joseph Fos-
ter) slyly proves how difficult it can some-
times be to discern the truth. Only the
most close-minded won’t second-guess
their conclusions.

The devilish beauty of it all: it’s an equal
opportunity conundrum that resides at the
heart of the plot. On first blush, strict
constructionists will rush to support Meryl
Streep’s no-nonsense Sister Aloysius
Beauvier. Whereas liberals might initially
be moved by the disarming, hale and hearty
Father Flynn, who Philip Seymour
Hoffman so warmly fashions.

And then it insidiously creeps into our
reasoning processes…doubt. Not neces-
sarily because we wish right done, though
it’s nice to think so. But more probably,
we’d just like to be right. There are differ-
ences. And embodying them with chame-
leon-like naturalness, the leads skillfully
interpret the author’s every diversion and
sleight of hand.

Mood-filled art direction enhances
Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play.
Set in a Bronx parish, circa 1964, the
stark, authoritarian atmosphere is framed
by the unbending, linear solemnity of the
cityscape. And leave it to Streep, mistress
of accents, to echo the scenery with just
the right, rough-edged, blue-collar con-
tralto to her tone.

It makes her all the more foreboding.
Surely it must have been a martinet like
her who daily-administered discipline
back in the day to my next-door pal, Little
Michael. Then again, though not excus-
ing that sister’s actions, said friend was a
bit of a wiseacre. Come to think of it, this
scenario just seems too simple: Charis-
matic Priest vs. Suspicious Nun.

Something’s afoot. It becomes increas-

Doubt: Casts
Compelling Shadows

ingly difficult to imagine a satisfactory
ending, Pulitzer or not. We bristle. Per-
haps there’s a twist. Meanwhile, tensions
thicken. We scrutinize each nuance…that
last smile flashed by either Father Flynn
or Sister Aloysius. We find ourselves
truth seekers, jurors, troubled and bur-
dened, but never bored.

Making it all the more difficult, we
progressives want to like Father Flynn.
At the dawn of the social change that will
mark the 1960s, he’s espousing the emerg-
ing mantra. Yet for all the hardened cold-
ness Sister Aloysius represents, it’d be
hypocritical to merely discount her as a
frustrated old biddy. Her accusatory an-
tennae detect something.

Plainly, the viewer needs more
info…possibly something in either rival’s
background that might supply an entrée
to their raison d’etre. Look hard if you
will. But Mr. Shanley deals only one solid
clue for every three feints. In the process,
we come to appreciate the detrimental
power of our own preconceptions and
vow to next see a comedy.

Miss Streep and Mr. Hoffman lock
horns with enigmatic flourish. Playing it
equally close to the vestments, both ac-
tors guard the film’s seemingly impen-
etrable mystery with subtle skill. And
despite the personal cataclysms their char-
acters experience, you can’t help but think
that they actually relish this moral battle
they were predestined to fight.

Not quite so equipped for the turmoil
that ensues at St. Nicholas is Amy Adams’
Sister James. An eighth grade teacher and
relatively new member of the church com-
munity, the novitiate would have preferred
to reside within the protection of the church
sans incident, sheltered from the cruelties
of the real world. Well, afraid not, sister.

True, her superior may have planted
the seed of mistrust. But all the same, she
sees something…its value uncertain but
curious. Partly because of her own doubts,
partly for being Sister Aloysius’s unwit-
ting pawn, she alerts the latter about a
possible, unholy alliance between young
Miller and the popular priest. She is drawn
into the imbroglio.

Thus, we are presented a parable wor-
thy of our gray matter. Scintillatingly
exploring its title subject while also mak-
ing astute investigations into authority,
obligation, faith and truth, there’s plenty
here to ponder. And just think: the afore-
mentioned couple will be so impressed
with your choice of Doubt that double
dating once again will be a sure thing.

* * *
Doubt, rated PG-13, is a Miramax Films

release directed by John Patrick Shanley
and stars Meryl Streep, Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Amy Adams. Running time:
104 minutes.
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Mystery Meets Geometry
In Marcia Kanter’s Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tamaques School
elementary art educator Marcia
Kanter’s exhibit of watercolors, “A
Stroll Through the Garden,” graced
the Pearl Street Gallery in the Eliza-
beth offices of the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the New Year.

Color and shape
dominated the ex-
hibit, which con-
sisted of recent
work inspired by
pieces of sculpture
at the Grounds for
Sculpture in
Hamilton and the
Storm King Art
Center in
Mountainvi l le ,
N.Y.

“I love geom-
etry and curves
and the mysteri-
ousness of them,”
said Ms. Kanter,
now in her 41st
year as an elemen-
tary art specialist
in the Westfield
school system.

Thirty-six of
those years have
been at Tamaques School.

“I have taught two and three gen-
erations of some families,” she said.

Ms. Kanter calls
the paintings in “A
Stroll Through the
Garden” her “own
take” on sculpture.

“I see my work
more as abstract
landscapes than
actual paintings of
sculpture. In a way,
my works are like
landscapes of the
mind,” she said.

One particularly
striking piece, “The Lady,” is a repre-
sentation of a sculpture that stands in
a pond outside Rats Restaurant at
Grounds for Sculpture.

The curves of the figure are high-
lighted by a brilliant red dress and
contrasted against a dark backdrop.

The mysterious effect Ms. Kanter
evokes is evidenced by the position of
the lady, for it is left to the viewer to
decide if she is looking out at the

world, or the world is looking in at
her.

In “Skating on Thin Ice,” Ms Kanter
uses lines, angles and color to suggest
a lone figure skater.

“My technique is mystical, yet it is
real at the same time,” she said.

Although Ms. Kanter has loved art
all her life, it is only within the last 10
years that she has thought of herself

as an artist.
“I always saw

myself as a
teacher,” she says.
“Then, when I
studied for my
master’s degree
[in Fine Arts Edu-
cation at Kean
University], I be-
gan to see how
painting trans-
ports me.”

“Getting my
master’s degree
was a way of forc-
ing myself to pro-
duce,” she said.

She works on
three to four pieces
at a time in her
Edison home on
the weekends dur-
ing the early-
morning hours.

Ms. Kanter is an associate member
of the Garden State Watercolor Soci-
ety, the New Jersey Water Color So-

ciety and the Art
Educators of New
Jersey.

 She has re-
ceived the
Governor’s Rec-
ognition Award
for Excellence in
Teaching and the
Elementary Divi-
sional Award by
the Art Educators
of New Jersey.

Ms. Kanter re-
ceived her Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
gree from Boston University College
of Fine Arts and her Masters in Fine
Arts Education from Kean Univer-
sity.

As she nears retirement, Ms. Kanter
plans to devote more of her time to
her painting.

“I hope I’ve instilled a love of art in
my students,” she said. “Now paint-
ing is necessary to my life.”

“Ellipse” by Marcia Kanter

“I always saw myself as a
teacher...Then, when I
studied for my master’s
degree [in Fine Arts
Education at Kean
University], I began to see
how painting transports me.”

~ Marcia Kanter

No Recession Evident in WCP’s
Blazing Rendition of Salesman
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Some of the most
talented actors the Westfield stage
has seen in years are setting the
Westfield Community Players stage
ablaze with a passionate version of
Arthur Miller’s Death of a Sales-
man.

The 1949 Tony Award-winning
and Pulitzer Prize-winning play for
Drama is set in the Loman house,
where Willy (Robert Mackasek), a
traveling salesman, chases the
American Dream of material suc-
cess and affection as well as respect
of his peers and family. In pursuit of
that dream, though, he loses sight of
the importance of integrity and, un-
fortunately, himself.

The fragile mental state of 60-
year-old Willy oscillates from gran-
diosity to inferiority. He confesses
to his wife Linda (Donne Petito) that
lately he has “strange thoughts” and
she fears he’s losing a grip on reality.

When their adult sons Biff (Peter
Curley) and Happy (David M.
Farrington) come home for an over-
night visit, Linda shares her suspi-
cions that their dad is trying to take
his own life.

Throughout the play, there are
dreamlike flashbacks, called “sub-
jective memories” by Miller. In these
“mobile concurrences,” the audience
can see people and scenes from
Willy’s past, but the other characters
on stage only hear the salesman talk-
ing to imaginary beings.

In his fantasy world, Willy chats
with his wealthy brother Ben (Stan
Kaplan), his personal antithesis, in a
stream-of-consciousness fashion.

Delusional, Willy brags to his sons
about how well-liked he is as a sales-
man. “If you are liked, you’ll never
wait,” he says of his supposed popu-
larity. Yet only a breath later he
whines privately to his wife, “People
don’t seem to take to me.”

His favored son, Biff, a football
hero while in high school, has gone
through 20 to 30 jobs since his “glory
days.” Biff’s life seems to have col-
lapsed just before he was scheduled
to graduate from high school.

Even the bookworm boy next door,
Bernard, (Alistair Williams), recog-
nizes that Biff’s potential flame was
inexplicably snuffed out before
graduation day. Willy thinks Biff’s
lack of success is just his way of
spiting him. Biff’s anger and failure
in life are an enigma to Willy, and the
audience, until one of the flashbacks
explains Biff’s disdain for his once-
revered father.

Brava to Ms. Petito for her sympa-
thetic, longsuffering Linda. Ms.
Petito handles the present and two
decade flashbacks with the help of a
few hairclips and marvelous acting.
Her last few words to Willy evoke

Oratorio Seeks Singers
For Spring Concert

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey (OSNJ) will begin re-
hearsals at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
January 27, for its April 25 concert
featuring Mendelssohn’s Paulus ora-
torio (sung in English) at Cedar Grove
High School.

Subsequent rehearsals will begin
at 8 p.m. Music will be available, for
$33; membership, for those who did
not sing with the society in the fall, is
$50. Seniors are charged $40.

The society is seeking individuals
with choral singing experience for all
voice parts, especially tenors.

The April concert will be at Union
Congregational Church in Montclair;
Sandor Szabo will conduct.

chills.
As the delusional salesman, Mr.

Mackasek shines. He fills the role of
Willy masterfully, rivaling actors
George C. Scott, Dustin Hoffman
and Brian Dennehy, all who played
the role before him in Broadway
revivals.

Mr. Farrington, as Biff, is heart
breaking in his despair over his failed
relationship with Willy. Their well-
timed shouting matches stem from a
heart of deceit. “We never told the
truth for 10 minutes in this house,”
Biff screams to his father, who,
through the years, has elevated small
virtues and forgotten big vices.

Playing Happy, a distasteful wom-
anizer, Mr. Curley character can
charm his father, brother and the
audience into believing his fantastic
dreams for the Loman brothers.

Next-door neighbor Charley is pre-
sented thoughtfully by Mentha
Marley, while Charley’s son Ber-
nard, Mr. Williams, is wonderfully
nerdy with his argyle socks and
heavy-rimmed glasses.

The stereotypic women charac-
ters are handled nicely by Susan
Murray Tapper, Danielle Levitt and
Candy Predham. Mr. Kaplan por-
trays a dapper, credible Ben and Seth
Newfield as the self-absorbed
Howard, Willy’s boss.

This tightly woven show, produced
by Nick Thomas, is well directed by
Sherrie Ahlin. The small stage at
WCP is not particularly conducive
to the flashback scenes due to space
limitations, but with expert lighting
designed by Bob Murray and oper-
ated by Jessica Foerst, and a multi-
tiered set designed by Bill
McMeekan, one’s imagination can
fill in where necessary.

WCP’s version of Miller’s memo-
rable American classic takes com-
munity theater to a new level.

Performances conclude this com-
ing weekend. To learn more, call
(908) 232 1221.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIFE OF A SALESMAN...Brothers Ben (Stan Kaplan) and Willy Loman (Robert
Mackasek) discuss Ben’s monetary success in the Westfield Community Players’
production of Arthur Miller’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, Death of a Salesman.
The show runs through January 24.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘SUBLIMINAL...’North Plainfield band Milan earned the crowd’s raucous
approval as the group rocked the Starland Ballroom earlier this month in tribute
to rock-reggae legends Sublime.

Are you a

PLANT KILLER?
It’s O.K., don’t feel bad.

There’s no such thing as a

House Plant.
Plants were not created with heating,

air-conditioning and indoor light conditions in mind.

Our high quality, realistic permanent (silk) trees, bushes,

ivy, ferns, flowers and even produce will look as beautiful

as the day you brought them home for years to come

which makes them very cost effective.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Come see the spring collection at:


