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Devils Top St. Joe’s

LEMBERG WINS 50- & 200-FREE, ON WINNING RELAY

Mount St. Mary Girls Shock
No. 2 Lady Blue Devils, 97-73

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Incentive from a 91-79 loss to
Westfield last year that ended a 61-
meet unbeaten streak (59-0-2), which
dated back to the 2002 state final
against Red Bank Catholic, inspired
the ninth-ranked Mount St. Mary of
Warren girls swim team to pull off a
shocking, 97-73, win over the No. 2-
ranked Blue Devils in Westfield on
January 15. The Lady Lions took top
honors in six of the eight individual
events and two of the three relays.

The Blue Devils put junior Suzanne
Lemberg to work in a hurry. Compet-
ing in three of the first four events, she
teamed with Meredith Smith, Kate
Heffernan and Becky DeLaFuente to
place second in the 200-medley relay
with a time of 1:54.52 then followed
with a victory in the 200-freestyle
with a time of 1:59.56. Lemberg also
won the fourth event, the 50-freestyle,
with a time of 25.19. In the meet’s final
event, DeLaFuente, Emily Budnick,
Smith and Lemberg touched first in
the 400-freestyle relay at 3:46.37.

“Suzanna ran her events right in a
row today. We switched her up a little
bit. I know she’s pretty tired but she
gets out there and does what she has
to do. I know, whatever event I put her
in, she’s going to go out there and
swim her heart out,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Brooke Smith said.

Kylie Bangs, Catherine Maguire,

Anna Fetter and Lauren Sullivan fin-
ished third in the 200-medley relay at
1:57.67 and Smith touched fourth in
the 200-free at 2:02.45. DeLaFuente
took second in the 200-Individual
Medley (IM) at 2:15.6 and Meg
Kaveney finished fourth in the 50-
free at 26.37. DeLaFuente placed sec-
ond in the 100-butterfly with a time
of 1:00.56. Smith and Budnick
touched 2-4 in the 100-free, while
Kyle Higgins and Kelsey Wilson
placed 3-4 in the 500-free.

Kaveney, Sullivan, Loren Ball and
Budnick finished second in the 200-
free relay with a time of 1:42.78.
Bangs took third in the 100-back-
stroke at 1:04.88, while Maguire,
Heffernan and Ally Rose finished 2-
3-4 in the 100-breaststroke with re-
spective times of 1:12.59, 1:13.53
and 1:15.31.

Although many of the Lady Lions
were turning in great times, Liz Floyd
was a standout with wins in the 100-
fly at 58.93 and the 100-back at
1:01.74. She also swam on the win-
ning 200-free relay and the 200-med-
ley relay. Stephanie Ferrell buzzed

with wins in the 200-IM and 100-
breaststroke, and swam on one win-
ning relay.

“All the Mount St. Mary girls
stepped up today. We did not expect
them to go that fast. They came in
here. They wanted to beat us and we
have been having trouble getting it
together this year. I think it will be a

different story in February. I don’t
think the girls are really thrilled about
how we have been swimming the last
couple of meets,” coach Smith said.

Just as the loss to Westfield last
year was incentive for the lady Lions,
the Blue Devils’ loss may add incen-
tive for February.

“I think it will be. We know we
have a lot of work to do, so hopefully
something will click for us and we
will get back on top,” Smith said.

The Lady Blue Devils will do battle
with No. 1-ranked Immaculate Heart
Academy tomorrow, January 23, at
Wallace Pool in Westfield at 2:30
p.m.
200 medley relay: M (Liz Floyd,
Stephanie Ferrell, Janene Senofonte,
Kristen Moll) 1:50.02
200 free: Lemberg (W) 1:59.56
200 IM: Ferrell (M) 2:10.05
50 free: Lemberg (W) 25.19
100 fly: Floyd (M) 58.93
100 free: Senofonte (M) 56.04
500 free: Kelly Pontecorvo (M) 5:15.11
200 free relay: M (Floyd, Brittany Guinee,
Moll, Seniofonte) 1:42.15
100 back: Floyd (M) 1:01.74
100 breast: Ferrell (M) 1:06.27
400 free relay: W (DeLaFuente, Budnick,
Smith, Lemberg) 3:46.87

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wrestling has been on the rise re-
cently at Linden High School and it
was proven when the 5-1 Tigers
stunned the injury-riddled Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 36-27, in
Linden on January 14.

In previous years, the Tigers could
barely enter a full lineup and offered
little competition due to inexperi-
enced wrestlers. This season, how-
ever, 40 individuals have been in the
practice room and all weight classes
have been filled, including a large JV
squad. One reason for the Tigers’
immediate success has been the addi-
tion of Head Coach Anthony Reinoso,
who had been a head coach at Rahway.

“Last year, I figured I would stay in
Linden because I loved the opportu-
nity they gave me teaching wise, so I
decided to take the middle school job
and build up the program. The middle
school team went 11-0, fueled the
whole program and got everyone in-
volved. We tried to find all the ath-
letes to fill all the weight classes. The
kids bought into everything we
preach. We never really conditioned
hard here. Now we have three-hour
practices. Everything is coming to-
gether. They are drilling hard,” coach
Reinoso said.

One of three varsity Raiders who
did manage to get off the injury list
was junior Mike Ridge, who jumped
up two weight classes from his normal
145-lb weight to pin Nick Correa in
3:07 after taking him to the mat with a
double-leg takedown at 160-lbs.

“Having Mike in there was nice.

That was a last-minute decision to
see how he felt. He was able to get
that pin,” Raider Head Coach John
Scholz said.

Wesley Morrison recorded the Raid-
ers’ first head-to-head win with a 1-0
decision over Felipe Rameirez at 135-
lbs, then teammate Josh Foote recorded
a slip-through duck under and a pair of
lateral drops to claim a 9-2 decision
over Erick Perez at 140-lbs. Albert
Cortes narrowed the Tigers’ team lead
to 18-15 after registering a five-point
lateral drop, a takedown and a pair of
escapes to defeat Ishmail Abdul-
Wahid, 9-4, at 145-lbs.

After Ridge gave the Raiders a 27-
18 lead, two victories in the remain-
ing four weights were needed to in-
sure a victory. At 171-lbs, Tiger Danny
Castro pulled off a three-point nearfall
with time running down to sting Ryan
McCarthy, 4-2, and strongman Adas
Anuikstis knotted the score at 27 with
a 2:53 fall at 189-lbs. At 215-lbs,
Lucjan Zolnierowski scored an es-
cape, a penalty point and a takedown
to snatch a 5-2, two-overtime deci-
sion from Raider Antonio Dinizo and
Tiger heavyweight Austin Frank
cradled his opponent to sleep in 1:02.

Two of the Raiders’ most talented
wrestlers, Tristan Bundy (119) and
Mike Ferrara (152), received forfeits
due to the Tigers’ decision not to
present a competitor.

“Hats off to Linden! With coach
Reinoso at the helm now, they are defi-
nitely a tough team. I thought this was
one of the best performances we’ve had
as far as being aggressive, not giving up
so much as we’ve done in the past,”

coach Scholz said. “I knew we could
out-condition them and I saw that in the
third period. The fundamentals are com-
ing back with the kids, who really need
it. I was a little upset with the forfeits. I
like to wrestle straight out but we are a
step closer. The light is huge at the end
of the tunnel and my kids’ confidence is
a lot higher.”

“Scotch Plains is a great program
and this is where we want to be to
work our way up the ladder in Union
County,” said coach Reinoso.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Justin Rodriquez (L) won forfeit
112: — Ramos (L) d Natale, 8-5
119: — Bundy (S) won forfeit
125: — Martin Santiago (L) p Vic
Zanowicz, 1:07
130: — Carl Holley (L) d Shane Squire, 8-1
135: — Morrison (S) d Rameirez, 1-0
140: — Foote (S) d Perez, 9-2
145: — Cortes (S) d Abdul-Wahid, 9-4
152: — Ferrara (S) won forfeit
160: — Ridge (S) p Currea
171: — Castro (L) d McCarthy, 4-2
189: — Anuikstis (L) p Brian Laspe, 2:53
215: — Zolnierowski (L) d Dinizo, 5-2, 2 OT
Hwt: — Austin Frank (L) p Andrew
Jacobs, 1”02

from the first gun. It was imperative
that we do that. We have a lot of
strong guys, who are very competi-
tive and they want it so badly. They all
have the drive to win whether it is in
lane 1, lane 3 or lane 5. I can’t say any
one individual name because they all
came to play. Larry Zhang, Matt
Morgan, Jack Lorentzen all swam
best times. John Taylor swam very
well today,” coach Knight said. “We
expected to swim well today and we
were hoping to back it up with a real
positive score. St. Joe’s always has a
very strong team and whatever hap-
pens, it’s going to be a competitive
meet.”

Westfield will host a showdown
with No. 1 Christian Brothers tomor-
row, January 23, at 2:30 p.m.
200 medley relay: W (Meserole, Mor-
gan, DeLaFuente, Lorentzen) 1:41.5
200 free: DeLaFuente (W) 1:50.34
200 IM: Meserole (W) 2:04.64
50 free: Don Keenan (SJ) 22.79
100 fly: Zhang (W) 55.42
100 free: Lorentzen (W) 51.35
500 free: DeLaFuente (W) 4:55.8
200 free relay: W (Oster, Lorentzen,
Boyle, DeLaFuente) 1:35.02
100 back: Alex Burczynski (SJ) 56.96
100 breast: Zhang (W) 1:03.9
400 free relay: W (Blum, Paulan, Taylor,
Meserole) 3:28.83

RIDGE RETURNS WITH A PIN, MORRISON GETS WIN

Highly Improved Tigers Stun
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 36-27

Baliko, Peart Win
At Pirate Invt’l Swim
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School freshman Greg Baliko touched
first in the 200-Individual Medley
with a time of 2:00.89 and senior
Zach Peart won the 100-yard back-
stroke at 53.84 at the Pirate Invita-
tional swim meet in West Windsor on
January 17. The Raider boys placed
fifth with a team total of 153.

Peart also touched second in the
100-butterfly with a time of 54.22
and Baliko finished third in the 100-
breaststroke at 1:02.45. Mike and Dan
Napolitano finished 2-3 in the 200-
freestyle with respective times of
1:51.26 and 1:52.7. Mike Napolitano
also took second in the 500-freestyle
at 4:58.47. The Raiders also placed
fourth in the 400-freestyle relay with
a time of 3:22.73.

The Raider girls placed third in the
team standings with a total of 186.
Kelsey Rossi finished third in the
100-freestyle at 55.99 and second in
the 100-breaststroke with a time of
1:08.31 followed by Stephanie Baliko
at 1:09.82. Kim Rizzo placed fourth
in the 500-free at 5:31.78 and fifth in
the 200IM at 2:20.92. Hannah Markey
took fifth in the 50-free at 26.54. The
Raiders also placed third in the 200-
medley relay at 1:58.26, third in the
200-free relay at 1:46.83 and fourth
in the 400-free relay at 3:57.81.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING IN AN EFFORT…Blue Devil Becky DeLaFuente finished second in
two individual events and swam on the winning 400-free relay and on the second-
place 200-medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN ACTION…Raider Mike Ridge returned to the mats to pin Tiger Nick
Correa in 3:07 at 160-lbs.
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CENTER HALL COLONIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/25  1-4PM CUSTOM HOME OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/25  1-4PM

$489,900

$999,800

$1,279,000

$999,000 $999,000 $559,800

A commuters dream! Spacious well-maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch on large lot on a
quiet, dead-end street. NYC bus on corner. Large rooms, Eat-In-Kitchen with newer cabinets
and appliances, hardwood floors, woodburning fireplace in Living Room, newer Timberline
roof. Sunny Family Room, large, partially finished basement with recreation room and bonus
room, abundant storage, attic fan. Home warranty included! MLS # 2608735

This new construction 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial, located on the North
side of Cranford, offers a return to gracious living. Walk along the paver walkway up to the
open front porch and enter into a grand foyer with a soaring ceiling and beautiful
chandelier. This home has a full sized Living Room and Dining Room with French doors
opening to a stunning, spacious kitchen flowing into a large comfortable Family Room with
a stone gas fireplace. Continue upstairs to a large Master Bedroom Suite with a Sitting
Room, large walk-in closet with custom organizers and a large Master Bath. Perfect for both
formal and informal entertaining, the numerous amenities include extensive millwork,
moldings, wainscoting, arched doorways, tray ceilings, recessed lighting, sound system,
alarm system, central vacuum, 1st floor laundry, built-in 2 car garage and professional
landscaping. MLS # 2616512

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

These Custom designed Needle Point Homes are Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. These homes have 4/5 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor
office, Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas
fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The
convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting
Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning
homes. Directions: Cooper Road between Martine and Terrill #1684. MLS # 2598846

This distinctive custom residence has been exquisitely renovated and reflects unsurpassed
attention to detail with an outstanding level of quality throughout. The top-of-the-line
gourmet kitchen and dramatic great room with glass cupola are the sparkling heart of this
home. Extensive detailed millwork further enhances this homes engaging appeal. A
banquet sized Formal Dining Room, gracious Living Room, grande entry foyer, 4
Bedrooms, 2 Full and 2 Half Baths, office and bonus rooms complete the picture. Set on
a tranquil tree lined street, on a spectacular professionally landscaped .55 acre, yet moments
from schools, parks, shops, recreation and transportation. This home would be the perfect
choice to call home.... Make it yours today! MLS # 2595906

Large nicely maintained ground entry Split level home. 3 large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths ground
level Family Room and Laundry Area finished lower level carpeted Rec Room with plenty
of closets, central air conditioning, 2 car attached garage, and beautiful grounds. Directions:
Old Tote Rd. to Cedar to Holly Hill #249. MLS # 2620209

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


