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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

January 21, 1998: The Raider
wrestling team seized a 48-25 victory
from a spirited Blue Devil squad, as a
sizable crowd cheered them on. Raider
Tony Melendez and Blue Devils Onur
Tezucar and Mike Baly increased the
decibels.

The crowd bellowed with excite-
ment throughout the 130-lb bout be-
tween Blue Devil Jeff Kivetz and
Melendez. Both gave the crowd what
they wanted but Melendez came up
with a 4-1 decision. Tezucar mas-
tered formidable adversary Luke
Cerchio with a 16-7 majority deci-
sion at 145-lbs, but not before some
fireworks. At 171, Baly pinned Eric
Viscardi in 1:03 with a high-arm bar,
stepover maneuver.

January 22, 1999: For the second-

straight year, the Raider coed swim-
ming team out-touched the Westfield
boys with a 94-76 victory. Raider
Dave Russ and Blue Devil Seth
Burstein were involved in three first-
place finishes. Russ won the 50-yard
freestyle and the 100-yard freestyle,
then teamed with Steve Berkowitz,
Chris Swenson and Jeff Wagner to
win the 200-yard medley relay.
Burstein aced the 100-yard butterfly
and the 200-yard individual medley
then combined with Cliff Haldeman,
Scott Kautzmann and Jay Pollack to
win the 200-yard freestyle relay.

January 22, 2000: The Blue Devil
girls basketball team did what they
had to do to outrun and shoot down
the Plainfield Cardinals, 56-41, in
Westfield. Courtney Thornton and
Karen Manahan burned the net for 13
and 10 points, respectively.

January 20, 2001: Four Raiders
hit double figures as the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls basket-
ball team baffled Newark East Side,
56-27. Freshman Katie Feeley led all
scorers with 15 points. Lindsay
Pennella, Najwa Glover and junior
Kellie LaForge all finished with 10
points.

January 24, 2003: Undefeated Rob
Mench, Sam and Jake Kramer, Joe
DeCampo and Tom DelDuca recorded
first period falls and junior Chris
Johnson won the first match of the
evening with a second period fall to
lead the Blue Devil wrestling team to
a 43-30 victory over visiting West
Orange coached by former Roselle
Park standout Keith Appello. The 6-1
Blue Devils also received a major
decision from Lee Tomasso and a
decision from Ethan Powell.

After nice wins last week over
Rahway and Cranford, the WHS wres-
tling team took a 9-0 record into last
night’s match against Union.

Anybody want to guess the last time
the Blue Devils were 9-0 on the mats?

(Hint: It’s only happened two times
in the program’s 52 previous years.)

The last time the WHS matmen were
9-0, the 168-pound wrestler was a guy
named Chris Campbell, who would go
on to be a two-time NCAA champion
at Iowa and a two-time Olympian.

Yep, it was 36 years ago in 1973, a
team that would finish 14-0 and was
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame last November. That team,
from 98 through heavyweight, in-
cluded: Dave Brown (20-3), Bill Steele
(8-7-2), Joe Thome (16-5-1), Paul
Bockus (17-3-2), Stan Warne (20-3),
Charlie Schrope (15-8) and Jeff Smith
(4-1), Mark Dennis (24-2-1), Rich
Gottlick (27-0), Dan Morash (10-1-1)
and Quint Mansell (7-3-2), Campbell
(26-0), Walt Heiniger (19-2-1), and
Pete Shearer (18-7).

That team had to sweat out a 27-24
season-opening win over Seton Hall
Prep, which jumped out to a 15-0 lead.
WHS then racked up eight wins in a
row, by Bockus, Warne, Schrope, Den-
nis, Gottlick (pin), Mansell (pin),
Campbell (pin) and Heiniger.

There were nine district champions
on the ’73 team, two state champs
(Gottlick and Campbell) and one third-
place (Dennis).

The only other 9-0 team was in 1967
and it also finished unbeaten, 12-0.
That team featured: Bill Kenny (22-1),
Mark Ramage (10-6), Gary Grabel
(11-4-2), Dave Wight (15-2-1), Jerry

WHS Wrestlers Living
In High-Rent District

Armstrong (11-4-1), Don Pepper (9-
6), Pete Adelaar (15-4), Bill Dunham
(8-4-1) and Art Hunt (3-2), Bob Treut
(16-4), Tim Gordeuk (19-3), Jon Gor-
don (18-2), and Steve Jones (17-1).

The ’67 team had a close call against
Middletown, pulling out a 22-19 vic-
tory on wins by Gordon (3-1 over Jim
Florio) and Jones (2-0 over Neal Sto-
ver). Ironically, in 11 dual meets, that
was the only non-pin for Jones. Kenny,
who became WHS’s first, and only,
sophomore state champion that year,
lost that night 7-6 to Jim Guerrieri.

After winning nine individual titles
at districts, WHS had one state cham-
pion (Kenny) and one runnerup
(Gordeuk).

Two other times – in 1977 and 1980
– WHS started the season 7-0, before
losing to Hunterdon Central both times.

In 1977, the team finished 13-3, fea-
turing: Steve Brown, Rusty Yarnell, Bob
Seemon, Tom Shields and Bill Clarke,
Dave Tinnesz, Chuck Whedon, Don
Kalis, Joe Birmingham, Scott Selert,
Rick Sampson, Chip Haesler, John Iglar,
Bob Wessels and Chris Harvey.

In 1980, WHS finished 16-1 and
won the North 2 Group 4 title, featur-
ing: Marc Wolin and Chris Jones, Matt
Shields, Neil Palmer, Brian Deegan,
Vin Hurley, John Pinto, Phil Gottlick,
Paul McDonough, Jesse Shubitz and
Tom Jacobson, Dan Iannoscolio,
Lowell Higgins, Harry Bourque and
Mike Giacone.

This weekend, the 2009 team will be
trying to etch its own name into the
record books, trying to win its first
Union County championship since
1992. WHS has won eight county titles,
including the first six (1976-81).

WHS finished ninth a year ago and
hasn’t had an individual county cham-
pion since Rob Mench in 2004. Look
for that to change this weekend, with
Mike Kalimtzis, Troy Skibitsky, Nick
DeFreitas, John Barnes, Christian Bar-
ber, Joe Panarese, Sam Reichbach,
Brian Henry, Rob Granstrand, Bill
Kim, Alan Workman, Zach Frantz and
Joe Kania giving the team a great shot
at third, which would be its best UCT
finish under coach Glen Kurz, a 1991
UCT champ himself.

Next week WHS has Elizabeth and
then … sectionals! Kurz figures WHS
“should be a 4 or 5 seed, hopefully a 4
so we get a home match, probably
Piscataway.” The last times WHS quali-
fied for sectionals were in 1996, losing
to Morris Knolls, and 2006, losing to
Edison. The Blue Devils ‘ last sec-
tional victory was in 1995, 40-25 over
Bloomfield.

BOWLING UPDATE
Wasn’t this supposed to be a re-

building year for veteran coach Mike
Tirone and his WHS bowlers? Didn’t
last year’s state championship team
graduate senior standouts Eric Curielle,
Jesse Embry, Brett Ettinger and Arley
Rojas? That’s four of the five guys who
were the regulars for a 21-2 team.

With Matt Marcus the lone return-
ing letterwinner, this was supposed to
be another good year for Tirone’s keg-
lers, since the junior varsity was 18-0
a year ago, and actually placed second
at the county meet ahead of the varsity,
which was fourth.

Well, guess who is currently 12-0
after a huge win over Elizabeth last
week? Guess who is in first place in the
Watchung Conference? Guess who
won the Bishop Ahr Tournament in
December, and finished second (10
pins behind Brick Memorial) at last
weekend’s Brick Tournament?

Marcus, who earlier this winter was
Devil of the Week, has been outstand-
ing with a 658 series at the Ahr tourney
and a 222-232-256-710 last weekend.
Senior classmate Kevin Murphy has
really stepped it up, rolling a 668 against
Elizabeth, then cranking a 714 at the
Brick tourney, with games of 257, 231
and 226.

And the future looks bright, since
freshman Lucas Cruz has regularly
been right with Marcus and Murphy.
Cruz was 248-228-215-691, with three
clean games at Brick.

“We had a team pin fall of 3,309,
which is astounding,” Tirone said. “The
boys are really developing. And our JV
team is 10-0, with freshmen Adam
Firestone, Eric Saunders and Theresa
Carino.”

SWIMMING UPDATE
It’ll be No. 1 vs. No. 2 tomorrow,

2:30 p.m., at the Wallace Pool, when
top-ranked Christian Brothers Acad-
emy comes to towne for the first time

since 2005 to face the second-ranked
WHS boys swim team. CBA has never
lost to WHS in six meetings, winning
by an average of 101-69.

And the female half of the meet fea-
tures the top-ranked Immaculate Heart
Academy against fourth-ranked WHS,
the only N.J. public school with the,
umm, guts to take on the Blue Eagles.
IHA has won all six previous meetings,
including last year for WHS’s lone loss.

Last week was great preparation for
the Blue Devils. A week ago, WHS’s
boys ended a 15-year drought by knock-
ing off Metuchen St. Joseph 102-68
and they followed that up with a 100-
70 victory on Saturday against multi-
time state prep champion
Lawrenceville School, which had won
the past four meetings since a 2004
WHS victory.

Meanwhile the WHS girls bounced
back from Thursday’s 97-73 loss to
Mount St. Mary and put a 122-48
hurting on Lawrenceville.

The big performance on Saturday
came from junior Matt Meserole. Hop-
ing to break Darren Hertell’s 16-year-
old school record in the 100 back-
stroke, “Mez” came up .31 of a second
short in 52.69, good for the No. 2 spot
on the WHS Top 15 List, ahead of the
likes of Rob Schundler, Chris Nolan,
Vinny Shen, Brendan Lechner and
Brian Ramsthaler. However, Meserole
earlier had swum a 48.76 to win the
100 freestyle over L’ville standout John
Wright. That time was the 10th fastest
in WHS history, just ahead of Ryan
Bartholomew and Chris Heinen. Ironi-
cally, it also bumped off Hertell, who
had been No. 15 in the event.

In addition, Meserole was joined by
Larry Zhang, Chris DeLaFuente and
Jack Lorentzen for a 1:40.42 medley
relay, No. 11 on the Top 15 List.

Becky DeLaFuente’s 2:15.60 in the
200 IM against Mount St. Mary put her
in the ninth spot on the girls Top 15
List, and Suzanne Lemberg won the
200 free in 1:59.56 for No. 10. The
three top relays also were all Top 15
performances.

Against the Big Red, WHS’s 200 free
relay of DeLaFuente, Megan Kevaney,
Lauren Sullivan and Lemberg went
1:43.21, ninth best in school history.

There should be many more adjust-
ments to the Top 15 List after
tomorrow’s meets as the WHS teams
get one final huge “preseason” meet
before the tournament season arrives
next month.

Among the fans in attendance at
Saturday’s twinbill were former All-
America diver Matt Frawley (’85) and
Kerry Lucke (’85). Frawley still holds
both the 6- and 11-dive school records
at WHS, where he was a three-time
Union County, two-time state and one-
time Eastern Interscholastics cham-
pion. And in the crowd at Thursday’s
meet were former WHS stars Joe Wil-
son (’72), Aaron Weber (’88) and Mike
Linenberg (’88).

BASKETBALL UPDATE
During every high school sports sea-

son there is usually going to be a
clunker, a game/match/meet where
nothing seems to go right. The WHS
boys basketball team had their clunker
last week against Newark East Side,
scoring just 25 points. This after losing
by one point to Linden and falling to
Union in overtime, and before losing a
one-point heartbreaker to Elizabeth.

But the thing that makes the boys
basketball team the most fun team to
watch is how they play every posses-
sion as if it’s game-point at Gumbert
Park and there’s a half-dozen teams
waiting for “next.” After Thursday’s
loss to Elizabeth, coach Kevin Everly’s
guys came out on Saturday against
always-tough Franklin and, after let-
ting the Warriors rally in the fourth to
tie the game, won in overtime.

Being in the Watchung Conference
makes every game a struggle, and only
the strong survive. But even with Pat
Gray likely lost for the season to in-
jury, it would not surprise if WHS
qualified for states and also made some
serious noise in the UCT.

The WHS girls came out on the short
end on Saturday night at SP-F, but coach
Joe Marino’s crew is still 8-4 and still
rounding into top form come tourna-
ment time. Point guard Tara Handza
and center Diana Venezia are two of the
county’s top players. And Katie Ponce,
Kerri Pringle, Martina Landeka along
with big girls Anne Knisley and Sara
Nelson are a solid corps.

IN THE EMAIL
From regular reader Ed Thorne

(WHS ’64) up in Plymouth, Mass.
“What a great column today (1-15).

For your information, the Brockton
Boxers (I believe they have the largest
student enrollment at around 5,000.
One high school for 94,000 residents)
are named for Rocky, plus Marvin
Hagler is a Brockton native. Since we
on the South Shore are on the ocean,
how about these nicknames: Hingham
Harbormen, Hull Pirates, Cohasset
Skippers, Norwell Clippers, Scituate
Sailors.

“And we also have the Quincy Presi-
dents.”

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Rob
Granstrand. The senior pinned a 2008
district champion in a win over SP-F
and he trailed 6-2 entering the third
period against a Rahway team captain
before getting a takedown and meet-
clinching fall.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Rob Granstrand

Wrestling

SFF Lax Club Sets
Dinner Auction

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse
Club is holding a Dinner/Auction at the
Scotch Plains Italian America Club on
Saturday, January 31, from 7 to 11 p.m.
Fat Angel Barbeque, which was featured
in the September issue of New Jersey
Monthly, will be catering the event.

Items available for auction include:
Disney Park Hopper tickets, a signed Eli
Manning jersey, New Jersey Devils, New
Jersey Nets, and New York Mets tickets,
a stay at a ski house in the Poconos, Math/
SAT tutoring, Vera Bradley products,
signed Gerry Cooney boxing gloves and
pictures, and a signed Jets poster.

For more details and to register, please
visit www.spflacrosse.org. Tickets are
$50 per person. All proceeds will benefit
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse.

Blue Devil Boys Edge
Franklin Cagers in OT

Tony DiIorio and Ryan Hess sank
14 points each, while Pat Sabitino
and Jared Rogers each bucketed 11
points as the Westfield High School
boys basketball team edged Franklin,
58-56, in overtime in Westfield on
January 17. Mike Lessner and Chris
Sheehan each had four points.
Franklin 12 14 12 16 2 56
Westfield 15 13 15 11 4 58

Farmer Cagers Beat
Raider Boys, 61-51

The 19th-ranked Union High
School boys basketball team got 17
points from James Daniels and 15
from Dion Smith to defeat host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 61-51, on January
17. Ishmil Raymond put in 17 points
and Melvin Hanciles scored 14 for
the Raiders.
Union 18   6 19 18 61
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8   8 19 16 51

GARWOOD $399,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $595,000 KENILWORTH $689,000 CRANFORD $779,000
Great location for a small business.  Sec-
ond floor has 4 Bedrooms and 2 full
baths.  Also includes a full Eat-In
Kitchen, full Formal Living Room on 1st

floor with back entrance.  Front entrance
provides easy access.

Situated on a .36 acre lot at the end of a
cul de sac in the lovely Parkwood sec-
tion. This 9 room Split Level offers 4
Bedrooms, 3 baths and a Formal Dining
Room.  Many updates include Kitchen,
2 baths, windows, roof and an inviting
1st floor Family Room with skylights.

This exceptional Kenilworth home with
open floor plan will provide many hours
of  enjoyment while entertaining family
and friends.  The Formal Living and Din-
ing Rooms have hardwood floors and the
Family Room and Recreation Room
have gas fireplaces.

WESTFIELD $579,500
This well-maintained home sold for
95% of its list price in only 8 days.
Contact any of our extraordinary
agents and let them design a person-
alized marketing plan for you home.

Spacious 12 room Victorian on 1/3 acre
is close to town and train.  Offers new
windows throughout, newer Butler’s
pantry, powder room and Kitchen with
stainless steel appliances and Corian
counters.  Updated electric and a large,
wraparound front porch.

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Another amazing Primavera design has
begun.  4569 square feet of decadent in-
dulgence, trademark staircase and up-
grades are standard.  Hand crafted de-
tail throughout.  Full finished basement.
Home offers 15 rooms and includes 5
Bedrooms and 5.1 baths.

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center hall
Colonial.  Lovingly cared for with so many
charming details.  Features wide board
pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces, Butler’s
pantry, newer roof, large screened porch,
beautiful “country setting”.   Approxi-
mately one acre level grounds framed by
authentic split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $749,000
This center hall Colonial in “The Gar-
dens” is in wonderful condition.  There
are beautiful hardwood floors, newer
HVAC and HWH, updated Kitchen,
newer powder room, walk-up attic stor-
age.  Lovely property with room for ex-
pansion, surrounded by stately homes.
Close to everything.

TCNJ’s Klimowicz Joins
Hoops 1,000 Point Club

EWING, NJ…The College of New
Jersey women’s basketball senior center
Hillary Klimowicz of Scotch Plains be-
came the Lions’ 12th women’s player to
join the 1,000 point club in a 56-32 win
over Dickenson College on January 12.
Klimowicz bucketed 13 points and to
bring her career total to 1,001 points in 66
games played at TCNJ.

Hillary Klimowicz

WychwoodGardens.com

WESTFIELD

1 & 2 Bedroom Units for Sale
Starting at $180k

For Information, Contact Joan
“Your Wychwood Gardens Specialist”

2 Alden St. Cranford, NJ

908-276-7888

www.marckelleyrealtors.com

Joan Storch, Realtor
Direct: 908-868-2490


