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DeCATALDO SINKS 10 IN FIRST Q., JAICHON SINKS 16

Raider Basketball Girls Chill
Westfield Blue Devils, 51-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shades of 2008 Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) semifinals occurred,
but only in reverse, when the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team chilled Westfield,
51-39, on January 17. An immediate
offensive assault backed up by re-
bounding dominance throughout the
game left the 8-5 Blue Devils’ hands as
cold as ice for the first three quarters.

Last year, Westfield held the hot
hand in its, 47-23, UCT semifinal
victory and the Raiders were ice cold
but this time the big chill began im-
mediately when point guard Kathryn
DeCataldo banged a pair of 3-point-
ers, a jumper and a pair of free throws
to lead the 8-4 Raiders to a 16-6 lead
at the end of the first quarter.

“We were all really nervous all day.

My shot hasn’t been on but I made the
first one and I kept shooting,”
DeCataldo said. “They have always
been our biggest rival. We wanted to
get back at them.”

“She really came out. Hitting those
first couple of shots was big for us. It
was big for her. It gives her confi-
dence,” added Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis.

“The first quarter hurt us when
DeCataldo hit her shots,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

DeCataldo finished with 13 points,
three assists, a steal and five rebounds.
Center Kaylin Jaichon, who led the
Raiders with 16 points, also led ev-
eryone with 13 rebounds and Jackie
Law (2 assists, steal) pulled 10 boards
and sank 11 points. Laura Degnan (3
assists, 5 points) also got into the
rebounding act with eight and Saxony

Nielsen (4 points, 4 assists) grabbed
five.

“We were tough on the boards.
Between Jackie, Laura and Kaylin,
we pounded the glass,” coach Davis
said.

“Their big girl inside worked re-
ally nice in the paint. That’s basically
where the game was. They outplayed
us. They deserved it,” commented
coach Marino.

Blue Devil Diana Venezia led her
team with 16 points. Point guard Tara
Handza pushed in nine points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers in the final quarter.
Keri Pringle netted eight points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers, while
Katie Ponce, Anne Knisely and Char-
lotte O’Leary each added two points.

DeLaFUENTE, ZHANG WIN 2 INDIVIDUAL EVENTS EACH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
Past No.7 St. Joseph’s, 103-67

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sixteen years ago (February 8,
1993) at Wallace Pool in Westfield
was the last time the Westfield High
School boys swim team defeated pe-
rennial power St. Joseph’s of
Metuchen. It took a while but history
finally repeated itself when the No. 2-
ranked Blue Devils overwhelmed the
visiting No. 7 Falcons, 103-67, on
January 15.

In 1993, the Blue Devils also
crushed the Falcons with a 114-66
score and the heroes were Darren
Hertell (200-Individual Medley [IM]
winner) and Tim Smith (50-freestyle
winner), along with Dan Zamsky, Ted
Pollack, Rusty and Robbie Schundler,
Brian Ramsthaler, Tom Mann, Dave
Schwartz and company.

Fast forward to 2009 and the list of
Blue Devil heroes is also long, begin-
ning with Chris DeLaFuente, who
won two individual events and swam
on two winning relays, and Larry

Zhang, who won two individual
events and swam on a winning relay.

The Blue Devils touched 1-3 in the
first event, the 200-medley relay, with
Matt Meserole, Matt Morgan,
DeLaFuente and Jack Lorentzen fin-
ishing first at 1:41.5 and Evan Paulan,
Zhang, Nick Boyle and Max Blum
touching third at 1:43.42. DeLaFuente
followed to grab first in the 200-free
at 1:50.34 – Mike Oster placed third
– and later touched first in the 500-
free at 4:55.8. Oster, Lorentzen, Boyle
and DeLaFuente placed first in the
200-free relay in 1:35.02, and
Meserole, Zhang, Ryan Gradzel and
Justin Lo finished third.

“He was right off in the first relay,
then he was in the 200-freestyle. He
won that. He was in the 200-free relay
and he won the 500 as well. He had a
good day. We kept him active for a
while,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jeff
Knight said of DeLaFuente.

Zhang touched first in the 100-
butterfly at 55.42, Meserole took third

and John Taylor placed fourth to give
the Blue Devils a 49-29 lead after the
event. When Zhang touched first in
the 100-breaststroke at 1:03.9 and
Morgan touched second at 1:03.92,
the meet was well within Westfield’s
hands at 95-61.

The Blue Devils amassed 11 points
in the 200IM when Meserole came
through with a win at 2:04.64, Mor-
gan took third and Paulan placed
fourth. Lorentzen won the 100-free
with a time of 51.35, while Oster
touched third at 52.07. Lorentzen and
Blum touched 2-4 in the 50-free.
Paulan, Taylor and Ryan Hobson
placed 2-3-4 in the 100-backsgtroke
with respective times of 57.1, 1:02.28
and 1:03.52. Blum, Paulan, Taylor
and Meserole capped off the meet by
touching first in the 400-free relay
with a time of 3:28.83.

“The guys have been working hard.
We’ve had a layoff from meets for a
while, so we wanted to get going right

BARBER DECKS BENT, GRANSTRAND STICKS TAYLOR

Blue Devil Wrestlers Shock
Rahway, 38-31, in Thriller
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christian Barber and Robbie
Granstrand came through with cru-
cial pins to help the Westfield High
School wrestling team nail down a
thrilling but rare, 38-31 victory over
hosting Rahway on January 16.

Rahway Head Coach Fred Stueber
may have been shocked seeing two of

his best wrestlers getting pinned, but
things also did not go as planned for
the Blue Devils early on. Beginning
at the 189-lb class, Westfield Head
Coach Glen Kurz was hoping to mini-
mize bonus points in the first two
bouts and expected a win at heavy-
weight, but when Rahway’s Gary
Pyrus outlasted Joe Kania, 5-2, in
two overtimes, the Blue Devils found

themselves in a 15-0 hole.
By the time Barber’s 140-lb bout

with team captain Octavio Bent came,
the Blue Devils were clinging to a
modest 23-21 lead with five bouts re-
maining. Barber demonstrated his great
balance to ward off Bent’s dangerous
cement mixer move to turn the tables
with a five-point move of his own. Then
in the second period, Barber added
another takedown, slipped in a half
nelson and pinned Bent in 3:21.

“In practice, we went over all the
stuff Rahway does with the headlocks
and the cement mixers,” said Barber,
who added, “I had an arm bar in then
I switched it over to a half and I came
through.”

Two bouts later, Sam Reichbach
earned a 4-1 decision over TJ Disney
at 152-lbs to give Westfield a 32-27
lead, so a victory was needed in the
next bout – Granstrand against team
leader Caleb Taylor – to insure a Blue
Devil victory. Taylor held a 6-2 lead
early in the third period but Granstrand
escaped, added a takedown and pinned
Taylor with a half nelson in 5:03.

“Robbie has been a mentally tough
kid since his freshman year,” said
coach Kurz. He is going to give ev-
erything he’s got. He was a hero!”

“He had a much stronger upper
body than I. Coach yelled at me at the
end of the first period and said, ‘he’s
not going to be the same wrestler in
the third period. Just keep going after
him!’ I kept going after him. After a
while, he gave and I finally got a shot
in there. We know, going into every
match that we are going to out-condi-
tion the other wrestlers and that pays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

We insure all drivers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BIG SPLASH IN FOUR EVENTS…Blue Devil Matt Meserole won the 200-Individual Medley, placed second
in the 100-butterfly and was on the winning 200-medley relay and 400-free relay teams.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACKING UP THE POINTS…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky lifts Rahway’s Chaz
Fudge off his feet in the 112-lb bout. Skibitsky amassed a 17-2, technical fall in 5:27.

See Westfield/Cranford
Wrestling on page 15


