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Richard C. Decker, 81, Family Man;
Navy Veteran and Fitness Advocate

Richard Chester Decker of
Longmont, Colo. died on Saturday,
January 3, 2009, following a battle
with multiple chronic illnesses. He
was 81. Mr. Decker was attended at
the moment of his pass-
ing by family members.

Mr. Decker was born in
Orange, N.J. on July 10,
1927. His family moved
to Scotch Plains, where
he grew up and attended
high school. By his jun-
ior year, he had moved
with his family to
Plainfield, where he met
and fell in love with Betty
Youngman.

Mr. Decker, known as
Dick, joined the Navy in
June of 1945 and was assigned to the
destroyer tender USS Dixie. He par-
ticipated in Operation Crossroads in
the Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, in
April 1946, part of a task force or-
dered “to test the effect of the Atom
Bomb on naval vessels.” Dick wit-
nessed two atomic bomb blasts at
close range as part of this human
experiment by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. He obtained his high school
diploma and was assigned as a ma-
chinist to the USS Prairie, and spent
much of his remaining three years in
the service stationed in China and
San Diego.

Following honorable discharge from
the Navy, Dick married his high school
sweetheart on October 15, 1949 at the
Hydewood Baptist Church in North

Plainfield, N.J. After the wedding, he
drove with Betty across the country in
a Model A Ford to San Diego County,
where they raised their three children.

Dick worked at many different jobs
throughout his life, in
auto parts, water service,
masonry, plumbing, and
fiberglass construction,
to name a few. He was
always happiest working
with his hands, and,
though he moved a great
deal, he always left the
homes in improved con-
dition.

Dick was a loving fa-
ther and husband who al-
ways provided selflessly
for his family, including

working two jobs to put his youngest
son through college. He was a lover of
physical fitness and a very active par-
ticipant in and advocate of the natural
health movement before it became
popular. Dick taught his children and
grandchildren love of Christ, humil-
ity, respect for self and others, and awe
of nature. He had a gift for keeping
things alive through an undying play-
ful spirit. He will be greatly missed.

Surviving him are his wife, Eliza-
beth Louise; his brother, David Ross;
his children, Kathleen Louise, John
Christian and Richard Daniel; his
grandchildren, Jacob, Tami, Greg,
Lisa, Gaelan and Heidi; his great-
grandchildren, Jessica, Shane, Joshua,
Reanna, Richard and Ryan; his
nephew, Paul, and his nieces, Deborah
and Dinah.

Private family services have been
held.

Please share your thoughts, memo-
ries and condolences at
www.howemortuary.com.
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Fred J. Kaufhold, 52
Fred J. Kaufhold, 52, of Westfield

died on Tuesday, January 13, at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark.

Born in Kearny, he was raised in
North Arlington and lived in Westfield
for 22 years.

Mr. Kaufhold received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and ran his fam-
ily business, North Arlington Mo-
tors, until 2002.

His father, Louis Kaufhold, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are his wife of 28 years,
Sue Taskovitz Kaufhold; two sons,
Andrew Kaufhold and Michael
Kaufhold; a daughter, Melanie
Kaufhold; his mother, Edna Kaufhold,
and a brother, Carl Kaufhold.

A memorial gathering was held on
Saturday, January 17, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity.
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Public Is Invited to Tour
Trailside Museum Tonight

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will offer a “Night at the Mu-
seum”  tour for adults, 18 years old
and up, at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center  tonight, Thursday,
January 22, from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.

“The Trailside Nature and Science
Center, with its state-of-the-art ex-
hibits, is one of Union County’s jew-
els, and this is a perfect opportunity
to experience its dazzle,” said Free-
holder Al Mirabella. “This tour will
inspire you to bring friends and fam-
ily to Trailside for a future tour of
your own.”

A park naturalist will serve as tour
guide as participants observe the en-
vironment of the Watchung Reserva-
tion interpreted through innovative
and educational displays. The
evening’s highlights will include the

35-foot Beech Tree Exhibit filling the
spacious atrium; the Native Ameri-
can walk-in wigwam, and the Night
Theatre, an audio-visual presentation
of the sights and sounds of nocturnal
animals.

The fee is $8 per person for Union
County residents and $10 per person
for non-residents. Pre-registration is
preferred as space is limited. Doors
will open at 7 p.m., 15 minutes prior
to the event. Light refreshments will
be served.

For additional information about this
event or other programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside. The
Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURE…More than 100 Junior Girl Scouts from throughout
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey’s (GSHNJ) 138-community jurisdiction took
part in Junior Weekend at Camp Hoover in early December. They participated
in a variety of activities that helped them earn Outdoor Cook, Outdoor Creativity
and Fun and Fit badges. The girls also enjoyed an evening campfire with songs and
apple cobbler. For more on GSHNJ, which serves Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside, Garwood and Berkeley Heights, visit gshnj.org.

– Obituaries –

AMAZON TRAIL…Fourth-grade students at Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield recently have been studying the Amazon Rainforest. The students
determined where rainforests exist, learned about rainforest habitats and mea-
sured temperature and humidity. They also transformed the school hallway into
a virtual rainforest, complete with vines, plants, animals and sounds of the
rainforest.

Jeanne W. Probst, 88
Jeanne W. Probst, 88, of Jackson-

ville, Fla. died on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., she had
lived in Venezuela and Westfield for
many years before moving to Jack-
sonville many years ago.

A graduate of Grove City College
and Penn State University, Mrs. Probst
taught English before her marriage.

She was an active member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
45 years and also taught Sunday
school while living in Venezuela.

Mrs. Probst was a member of Gamma
Phi Beta Sorority and alumni chapter.

Surviving are her husband of 65
years, David Probst; a daughter,
Pamela Dunn of Orange Park, Fla.; a
son, Lynn Probst of Pittsburgh, Pa.;
her sister, Leona Bishop of Albany,
N.Y.; four grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.

Private funeral services were held
under the direction of the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida, McGraw Center, 4715
Worrall Way, Jacksonville, Fla. 32224.
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FRIENDLY GATHERING…Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield gather
recently at B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield for a holiday lunch and bridge-
playing afternoon. The club’s recreation department sponsors this activity to
create a social and card-playing get-together. Non-members also are welcome to
join in the fun. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Jean Partner-Jones and
Gloria Abitante, and front row, Marjorie Wieseman and Nancy Rainville.

Meeting to Offer Look
At Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will celebrate local historic
homes and landmarks at its monthly
meetings in 2009, beginning with its
inaugural meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, at 8 p.m. It will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
on Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The historical society will kick off
the year with a look at the Osborn
Family Home, most commonly re-
ferred to as the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum. Built circa 1750, it
is located at 1840 Front Street in
Scotch Plains.

History, pictures, letters from former
residents and stories will be shared
during the upcoming program. Admis-
sion is free and all are welcome. Colo-
nial-style refreshments and fellowship
will follow the program. For further
information, call Richard Bousquet,
president, at (908) 232-1199.

Center For Hope to Honor
Ellen Ramer at Charity Ball
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Center

For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will host its 23rd annual Charity Ball
on Saturday, February 21, from 7:30
p.m. to midnight at L’Affaire Fine
Catering, located at 1099 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside.

Each year, one individual is honored
at the dinner for embodying the mis-
sion and dream of the Center For Hope.
The center’s mission is to provide ter-
minally ill patients with the natural,
humane care known as hospice, and
their families and other loved ones with
physical, emotional and spiritual sup-
port during their time of need, without
concern for race, ethnicity, religious
affiliation or ability to pay.

Ellen Ramer has been chosen as this
year’s honoree and the recipient of the
Coloney-Hudson Award. Ms. Ramer
will be recognized for the strong sup-
port she has given the Center For Hope
over the last few years to assure the
completion of its newest facility, Peggy
Coloney’s House at Hope Village. She
is the owner of Martin Jewelers in
Cranford and a supporter of the center’s
Annual Golf Outing.

The cost to attend the event is $75,
which includes a full-course dinner,

open bar and music for dancing. The
deadline for placing an ad in the ad
journal for the event is Thursday,
February 5. For tickets or ad journal
information, call (908) 889-7780.

UCC to Present Course
On New Jersey Raptors

CRANFORD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, the Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Edu-
cation at Union County College will
offer a one-hour course on New Jer-
sey raptors.

In this one-hour session, scheduled
to be held from 11 a.m. to noon,
attendees will learn about a variety of
hawks and owls that can be found
throughout New Jersey. Participants
will be able to view at close range an
actual raptor and will learn what
makes a raptor unique.

With a presentation of a raptor or
two from The Raptor Trust, partici-
pants will also learn the adaptations
these predatory birds use to be both
daytime and nighttime hunters.

This course will be presented by
The Raptor Trust, one of the premier
wild bird rehabilitation centers in the
United States and a national leader in
the fields of raptor conservation and
avian rehabilitation.

The course cost is $21. For more
information, call (908) 709-7600.

Holy Name Society Sets
Pancake Breakfast Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Holy
Name Society of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will hold its Annual Pancake Break-
fast on Sunday, February 8. It will
take place in the St. Bartholomew’s
cafeteria after the 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.,
10:30 a.m. and noon church masses.

Marco Soorial of the Highlander
Restaurant in Scotch Plains will pre-
pare pancakes and sausages for all.

The cost is $6 each for adults and
children 13 and older; $5 each for
children ages 4 to 12, and free for
children 3 and under. The maximum
cost per family will be $14.

All teachers and staff of St.
Bartholomew Academy and the Con-
fraternity of Christian Doctrine
(CCD) program are invited as guests
of the Holy Name Society.

Library Friends Post Dates
For Book Sale Donations

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are asking area residents to donate
used books and audio-visual materi-
als, and/or to volunteer a few hours to
help with its used book sale to be held
in March. Donated items will be col-
lected starting on Sunday, January
25, and ending on Sunday, March 1.

Donations need to be in good, re-
salable condition. The Friends are
seeking fiction, non-fiction,
children’s books, how-to books and
cookbooks, among other genres.
Lightly used compact disks, DVDs
and books-on-tape also are welcome,
particularly items that are of interest
to children.

The Friends cannot accept sets of
encyclopedias, Reader’s Digest con-
densed books, old textbooks or books
that are damaged, water-soaked or
otherwise not in good condition. Ad-
ditionally, cassettes and VHS tapes
will not be accepted or offered this
year.

“Due to a busy schedule of winter
programs, our library director requests
that the public respect the posted do-

nation dates and times to avoid dis-
turbing library staff and patrons,” said
Friends President Lori Klein.

The Friends group will have vol-
unteers on hand on Sunday, January
25, Saturday, January 31, Thursday,
February 19, Saturday and Sunday,
February 21 and 22, and Saturday,
February 28, to help patrons unload
their cartons and bags of books.

A separate Children’s Book Sale
will be held on Saturday and Sun-
day, March 14 and 15. The regular
book sale will be held Thursday
through Saturday, March 19 to 21,
with a preview night for Friends
members only on Wednesday, March
18, from 6 to 8 p.m. Proceeds will go
to support ongoing library programs
and are used to purchase items for
the library. More than $61,000 has
been donated to the library due to the
success of the annual sale.

Interested volunteers may sign up
at the circulation desk at the library
or can call the library at (908) 322-
5007. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

‘Super Bowl’ Benefit
To Aid Sick Youngster
AREA – Clark Policeman’s Benevo-

lent Association Local No. 125 and
American Legion Post No. 328 will
hold a benefit for a four-year-old Clark
youngster who has been diagnosed
with a serious medical condition.

“A Very Special Super Bowl Party
for Jason Greenbush” will take place
on Saturday, January 31, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Arthur L. Johnson High
School on Westfield Avenue in Clark.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5
for children under 12. They may be
purchased at Clark police headquar-
ters, 315 Westfield Avenue, week-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; American
Legion Post No. 328, 78 Westfield
Avenue in Clark, and Pompeii Piz-
zeria, 72 Westfield Avenue in Clark.

To purchase tickets in advance or
to make any type of donation to this
event, call (732) 381-3717. Either
Police Officer John Doherty or
Steven Francisco will return calls.
Charitable donations should be made
payable to: Clark P.B.A. Local No.
125, with “Jason Greenbush” in the
memo line.

Penn State THON Students
To Visit Westfield Saturday

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Gregory Ryan, a senior at Penn State,
and fellow members of the Penn
State School of Theater will be in
Westfield on Saturday, January 24,
to help youngsters with cancer.

The Penn State School of Theater
THON Organization is a branch of
Penn State THON, the world’s larg-
est student-run philanthropy. THON
is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to helping raise money to fight
pediatric cancer. All of the money
that is raised goes directly to the
Four Diamonds Fund at Hershey
Medical Center in Hershey, Pa.

Monies raised help families pay for
their child’s treatment, helps improve

their facilities and goes to research.
The students raise most of this

money through canning trips.
Through this project, they go back to
the hometowns of fellow group mem-
bers and stand outside various stores,
restaurants, businesses and other es-
tablishments with a donation can ask-
ing people for a donation. Last year
alone, the students raised more than
$6.6 million.

On Saturday, the students will be
at Bagel Chateau, Vicki’s Diner and
Dunkin’ Donuts in the morning. In
the afternoon, they will be at Drug
Fair and Stop and Shop in Westfield,
as well as Five Below on Route 22,
East, in Springfield.

Hiking Club Provides
Outdoor Opportunities

AREA – The Union County Hik-
ing Club offers a regular schedule of
hiking and bicycling activities, most
of which take place in central and
northern New Jersey. Membership
dues are $10 per year.

Prospective members are invited to
try out the club by participating in up
to three outings before joining. To
request a complimentary schedule that
includes a new member application,
call Union County Parks at (908)
527-4900.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER…The red-shouldered hawks pictured above are among
the exhibits that will be featured during a “Night at the Museum” tour at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center tonight, Thursday, January 22, from 7:15 to
8:30 p.m. Trailside is located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside. The
fee is $8 per person for Union County residents and $10 for non-county partici-
pants. Light refreshments will be served.


