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$200 Million RVSA Project Built
Without Emergency Backup Power

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
of directors discussed last Thursday
the dilemma it faces after they learned
that emergency backup power provi-
sions are not included in its $200-
million expansion project. Emergency
diesel generators were removed from
the design at the time of value engi-
neering, reportedly relying on gas
combustion engines of the new co-
generation phase to provide the emer-
gency backup power. However, tech-
nicians from Caterpillar, manufac-
turer of the combustion engines used

in the RVSA’s cogeneration facility,
revealed that the engines could not be
put under full load until warmed up.
This delay, estimated between five
and 20 minutes, could result in por-
tions of the plant being flooded in the
event of a power failure.

As described by RVSA Executive
Director Michael Brinker, this
changes the scenario from [running]
on cogeneration power with PSE&G
as back up, to [running on] PSE&G
power with the cogeneration plant
needing to function as the source of
emergency backup power. Mr. Brinker
said the plant’s daily intake of 30 to
80 million gallons of wastewater could

100 Years of The Westfield
Leader are Now Online

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MANY YEARS AGO...The Westfield Memorial Library staff last week reviews
its success in digitizing 100 years of archives of The Westfield Leader and placing
them online, free to the public. Pictured, from left to right, are: Executive Director
Phil Israel, Head Reference Librarian Jennifer Schulze and Technology Librar-
ian Jeffrey Bennet. See story on this page.

flood significant portions of the facil-
ity in minutes if power were unavail-
able – and that it could result in sig-
nificant damage to equipment.

An additional emergency power
plan was discussed involving adding
a second power line to the plant. Mr.
Brinker said this plan has a major
flaw in  that failure of a single substa-
tion might knock out all power to the
facility.

At the time of value engineering,
authorities noted that energy costs
were high and the expectation was
that a blend of digester and natural
gas would be used to generate elec-
tric power. The heat from burning the
gas is also to be used to dry sludge
prior to shipment. The drop in energy
prices means that there is again the
likelihood that the plant will some-
times purchase electricity, officials
said.

The RVSA board of directors said
goodbye to Clark Landale,
Mountainside’s commissioner. Mr.
Landale, who has served on the board
for five years, told The Westfield
Leader that he wanted to spend more
time with his family. He said that he
was asked to continue his commit-
ment in borough politics and serving
the town. Rene Dierkes will fill Mr.
Landale’s spot for Mountainside on
the board.

Robert Luban, the commissioner
from Woodbridge, saying to Mr.
Landale, “You and I had some donny-
brooks, but we always walked out as
friends.” Several others on both the
board and management stated their
friendship and respect for Mr.
Landale.

The Township of Springfield’s at-
torney requested a delay of the
municipality’s excess flow hearing
scheduled for January 22. Mr. Luban
said that if a delay were granted to
Springfield, Woodbridge would im-
mediately request one also. The com-
missioners opted to postpone the hear-
ings to a date agreeable to all three
towns involved – Springfield,
Woodbridge and Roselle Park.

Jim Wancho of Paulus, Sokolowski
and Sartor, the authority’s consulting
engineering firm, told the board he
had agreed months ago to speak to the
convention of Association of Envi-
ronmental Authorities on the RVSA
plant upgrade project, and was for-
mally requesting permission from the
board.

Mr. Wancho said he expected the
project to have been completed by
now. Citing some ongoing issues with
contracts, the board requested Mr.
Wancho have Mr. Brinker review what
he was to speak about before he makes
the speech.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, in conjunction
with The Westfield Leader, has placed
100 years (from 1907) of the newspa-
per on the Internet. These archives
are searchable and available at no
cost to the public.

This effort joins that of its sister
newspaper, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, which was placed
online in 2006, with archives going
back to 1963. Both newspapers’ ar-
chives are available at goleader.com/
archives, which has links to the li-
braries – archive.wmlnj.org and
thejointlibrary.org/archives.

The Leader project was achieved
by the concerted efforts of newspaper
staff and Westfield Library staff, in-
cluding the library’s executive direc-
tor, Phil Israel, technology librarian
Jeffrey Bennet and head reference
librarian Jennifer Schulze.

The project was born in 1997, when
Leader and Times Publisher Horace
Corbin began researching the tech-
nology for making the transfer from
microfilm to a digital format.

When discretionary funding of
$29,500 became available to the li-
brary to pursue the project, the team
spent a year of research to determine
the best technology and to find com-
panies to do the job. Innovative Docu-
ment Imaging of East Brunswick was
chosen to convert microfilm to digital
format. ELB Internet Services in
Westfield, headed by Pete Billson,
indexed the records and installed the
work onto a new computer server at
the library. The system went online

January 14, 2009.
New Jersey Press Association Ex-

ecutive Director John O’Brien told
The Leader that “this was quite an
accomplishment” and that he did not
know of any other weekly newspapers
in New Jersey that had gone this far.

According to documents from the
New Jersey State Library from assis-
tant director Margaret Nizolek, there
are numerous weekly newspapers that
have digitized their microfilm ar-
chives from the late 1970s to the
present. And, there are national news-
papers, such as The New York Times,
which has digital archives going back
to the 1850s. However, some news-
papers charge a fee for archives older
than 14 days, while the entire archive
of The Leader is free. According to
documents from Ms. Nizolek, there
are no other New Jersey weekly news-
papers that had an Internet archive
going as far back as The Leader’s.

“The trend of transferring newspa-
pers from microfilm to digital format
is becoming more prevalent,” Mr.
O’Brien said. “Ten years ago it was
just an idea that many newspapers
were discussing, because at that time,
the technology was new and cost pro-
hibitive,” he said.

Having the newspaper digitally
archived offers the convenience of
accessing the information from any
computer as opposed to having to go
to the library to view a specific reel of
microfilm, Mr. Israel pointed out.
Also, digitally archived news can be
searched by keywords, making it
easier than scrolling through reels of
microfilm.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
POWER PROBLEM...Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority board members lis-
ten to the discussion of lack of emergency backup electric power in the design for
the $200 million expansion. Clark Landale, right, outgoing commissioner from
Mountainside, bids goodbye to the board after five years of service. Commis-
sioner Frank Mazzarella of Clark looks on.
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
FIT FOR A KING…Walkers travel down East Broad Street from the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial at the South Avenue circle to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. Gatherers hummed “We Shall Overcome” along the route, as they
honored the legacy of Dr. King and prayed for President Barack Obama to lead
with integrity.

Courtesy of Ron Naughton
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...An estimated two million people gather in Washington, D.C., in chilly weather on Tuesday for the
official swearing-in ceremony for United States President Barack Obama, the 44th President and the first African-American
to be elected as leader of the nation. The mood was festive, and the ceremony was well managed, as millions throughout the
world viewed the inauguration on television and the Internet.

Gatherers Honor MLK Jr.
Legacy, Usher in Obama

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A procession of
people, representing all races and
ages, walked from the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial at the South Av-
enue circle to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church on snowy streets Monday.

Some spent the walk rekindling
old acquaintances or making new
ones; others joined in humming “We
Shall Overcome,” the famous Civil
Rights Movement protest song.

Before departing on the walk, gath-
erers said a prayer, thanking Dr. King
for the “strength and vision” he sup-
plied to those who continue to
“progress” in fighting for equal rights.

The prayer also beseeched Presi-
dent Barack Obama to lead with “truth
and justice.”

Following the walk, and once inside
the church, parishioners and guests took
part in the 22nd annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Commemo-
ration Service. (See remarks, page 10).

Reading the litany of commemora-
tion, Thelma Smith, of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association, said Dr.
King envisioned “the ultimate free-
dom, the freedom achieved in
struggle, the freedom reached in
brotherhood…the freedom inspired
by the cry of a people, the freedom
free of hate, the freedom full of love.”

She later read, “He came into our
lives when the yearning of people to
be free had turned their attention to
justice. For justice and only justice,
we shall follow, that we may live and
inherit the land which the Lord our
God gives us.”

Pres. Obama Vows to Create Jobs,
Build Roads, Fix Healthcare System

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WASHINGTON – President Barack
Obama was officially sworn in Tues-
day as the nation’s 44th President, and
the first African-American President,
before an estimated crowd of two mil-
lion at the United States Capital and the
facing Washington Mall.

In explaining the challenges his ad-
ministration faces, the new President
said in his inaugural speech that, “Our
nation is at war against a far-reaching
network of violence and hatred. Our
economy is badly weakened, a conse-
quence of greed and irresponsibility on
the part of some, but also our collective
failure to make hard choices and pre-
pare the nation for a new age.”

The President cited home foreclo-
sures, high unemployment, closed busi-
nesses and the high cost of healthcare.

“Today, I say to you that the chal-
lenges we face are real. They are seri-
ous and they are many. They will not be
met easily or in a short span of time. But
know this, America, they will be met,”
President Obama said.

He also focused on the worst eco-
nomic crisis the nation has faced in

some 70 years. “The state of the
economy calls for action, bold and swift,
and we will act not only to create new
jobs, but to lay a new foundation for
growth,” he said. “We will build roads
and bridges, the electric grids and digi-
tal lines that feed our
commerce and bind us
together,” he noted,
while saying science
would be used to “raise
health care’s quality and
lower its cost.”

President Obama
spoke about alternative
energy, saying wind and
solar power need to be
used “to fuel our cars
and run our factories.”

Another key point
was on the effective-
ness of government.
The President said it was not so impor-
tant as to whether government was “too
big or small but whether it works.”

“Where the answer is ‘yes,’ we in-
tend to move forward. Where the an-
swer is ‘no,’ programs will end,” he
said.

He closed by quoting President
George Washington: “Let it be told the
future world… that in the depth of
winter, when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive…that the city and
the country, alarmed at one common
danger, came forth to meet [it].”

“America, in the face of common
dangers, in this winter of hardship, let
us remember these timeless words.
With hope and virtue, let us brave
once more the icy currents, and en-
dure what storms may come,” Presi-
dent Obama said. “Let it be said by
our children’s children that when we
were tested, we refused to let this
journey end, that we did not turn back
nor did we falter; and with eyes fixed
on the horizon and God’s grace upon
us, we carried forth that great gift of

freedom and delivered it safely to
future generations.”

The reaction to his speech among
New Jersey officials was positive.

State Assembly Speaker Joseph Rob-
erts (LD-5, Camden), a Democrat, said,

“This is a thrilling and
historic day that re-en-
ergizes our hope in the
American dream. Presi-
dent Obama’s inaugu-
ration is an inspiring and
powerful moment that
shows the phrase ‘all
men are created equal’
isn’t just words on a
document, but a living
example of the oppor-
tunities America can
offer.

“Today also brings
New Jersey a partner in

Washington who shares our commit-
ments to a strong economy, a protected
environment and quality healthcare and
education for all. But while today is one
of emotion and inspiration, we also
must remember to heed President
Obama’s call to work together and share
responsibility for guiding America for-
ward. Hard work lies ahead, but by
working together and taking responsi-
bility, we can get it done.”

Likewise, State Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) said, “President Obama
today issued a firm warning that
Americans are united against terror-
ists and any nation that would threaten
or attack our democracy. I stand with
our new President in his commitment
to keeping our nation safe.

“It was also heartening to hear Presi-
dent Obama state that he will embrace
what’s working in our federal govern-
ment and eliminate what doesn’t. Such
a common-sense strategy is refreshing,
particularly to the hard-pressed tax-
payers of New Jersey.”

WF Asks NJSA to Amend
Library Funding Formula

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Joining fellow mu-
nicipalities in the state, such as neigh-
boring Garwood, Westfield has called
upon the New Jersey State Legislature
to amend the formula by which towns
fund libraries.

“Our library is an exceptional li-
brary,” Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told The Westfield Leader after
Tuesday’s public council meeting. “But
in the past, as assessed property values
increased, libraries were getting an ex-
traordinary increase in their budget.”

Mr. Gildea asked rhetorically, “In
these times of financial crisis, what
department do you know of in the Town

of Westfield that is getting more than 7
to 10 percent increases guaranteed, and
the town has no say in it?”

The prevailing state law requires the
governing body of every municipality
to annually appropriate, and raise by
taxation, “an amount equal to one-third
of a mill on every dollar of assessable
property within the municipality” to
fund local libraries.

A mill refers to one-tenth of a cent.
Translated, this amounts to $33 per
$100,000 of assessed valuation in a town.

Towns are asking the Legislature to
modify the formula, first enacted in
1944, and instead pay one-sixth of a
mill on every dollar of assessable prop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU…Retired Garwood Councilman Walter Tucker is honored for his
service to the Borough of Garwood by Mayor Dennis McCarthy and members of the
council at the January 13 council meeting. Mr. Tucker, who did not seek re-election
this fall, was appointed to the library board of trustees later in the meeting.

WE LIKE WESTFIELD…Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
members selected the winners of “The Miracle on Elm Street – Letters to the DWC
Elves” holiday promotion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dominick Verdic,
chairman; Lee Hale, treasurer; Jaime Chaves, board member, and Diane Barabas,
board member.

Mr. Corbin said there is an advan-
tage of keeping actual newsprint on
hand. He said hard copies maintain
the integrity of the archives because
“computerized versions can be al-
tered, whereas 10,000 hard copies in
print create an immutable, lasting
record.” However, both microfilm and
paper copies can lose quality over
time.

When Mr. Corbin began research-
ing the technology 10 years ago, the
hardware and software were “costly
and rudimentary,” he said. Archiving
from microfilm to digital is a two-
step process, Mr. Corbin explained.
The first step involves scanning the
microfilm to a digital image. Then
software reads the image and creates
words (optical character recognition
– OCR) to enable computer indexing
and searching. The first conversions
in 1998 were time consuming and the
OCR quality was low.

“The two factors are of course,
interdependent,” Mr. Corbin ex-
plained. “The clearer the microfilm
image, the better able the software
would be at OCR.” Today, using good
quality microfilm or scanning directly
from newsprint, the OCR accuracy
can be 95 percent. Creating newspa-
pers on computers as The Leader has
done since 1998 yields close to 100
percent accuracy.”

Most of the bound books of the
newspaper were destroyed in a fire at
the newspaper office in 1970. Thus,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

100 Years of Leader Archives
lower quality microfilm from that
time could not be redone to the higher
standards in use today.

Mr. Corbin has worked with cura-
tor Stan Lipson of the Westfield His-
torical Society to create digital ar-
chives of the annual This Is Westfield
publication, going back 37 years.
These are not yet placed online.

The Leader began publishing in
September of 1890, and the archives
from 1890 to 1907 were not saved or
were misplaced. “We’re still trying to
find missing editions,” Mr. Corbin
said.

Also included in the library’s digi-
tal archive project was converting the
Union County Standard, published
from 1891 to 1915, Mr. Israel said.
He said that the library’s next task
entails digitizing the defunct Record
Press and the Westfield High School
yearbooks.

“This is part of the growing trend
of libraries moving forward and keep-
ing pace with the way we access
materials,” Mr. Israel said. “Micro-
film may become a thing of the
past…however, the libraries will still
keep microfilm and viewers on hand.”

Some interesting Leader news ac-
cessible online are from the Novem-
ber 9, 1932, edition announcing
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s win over
Herbert Hoover for President and the
infamous radio broadcast of the War
of the World’s Martian Attack in the
November 3, 1938, edition.

erty.
When asked about the matter follow-

ing the meeting, Mr. Gildea said the
formula, which was last amended 23
years ago, is “archaic.”

In 2008, the formula guaranteed the
Westfield Memorial Library $2.5 mil-
lion for its entire operation. In 2009,
the library will see a funding increase
of between approximately 2 and 3
percent.

In budgetary terms, the town this
year is bracing for a $60,000 to $70,000
increase from the $2.5 million figure
in the 2008 spending plan – “a lower
number than we’ve seen in the past but
a number we’d like to cut down,” Mr.
Gildea said.

The administrator prefaced all his
remarks by saying that the library is
“not doing anything wrong.”

“It serves the public in a great way,”
he added. “We want to be mindful of
that and make sure that continues. We’re
not looking to penalize the library. In
fact, in past years, while the library is
required a certain level of funding, the
town can give more, and the Town of
Westfield has given more than it’s re-
quired to. In these economic times,
though, we’re looking for all ways to
try to reduce the [tax burden].”

Library director Phil Israel told The
Leader Wednesday morning that he “un-
derstands completely” the need, “in these
economic times, to look at everything.”

Mr. Israel said the library is “funded
very well from Westfield.”

He added, “They do more for us in a
whole host of ways. The town has
helped do capital improvements for the
library over the years,  putting in a new
roof and making repairs to storm drains.
We have a nice working relationship
and will continue to communicate.”

In other news, the town approved a
person-to-person transfer of a liquor
license from Brittany’s Restaurant,
Inc., t/a BG Fields, to JGR Investment
Group, LLC.

The buyer, whose address is located
in Chester, does not presently have a
location where the license will be ac-
tively used; therefore, it is considered a
“pocket license,” which may only be
renewed for two full terms after the date
it becomes inactive.

Calls placed to the restaurant Wednes-
day morning revealed that the
establishment’s number had changed.
Upon calling the new number, The
Leader spoke with owner Bill Delfinis,
who confirmed that the business had
closed.

“Our lease had run out after 20 years,
and it was time,” Mr. Delfinis said.
“I’ve had the number rerouted to my
cell phone, and it’s just been an out-
pouring of nice comments, people say-
ing, ‘It was my favorite place.’”

Mr. Delfinis said the moment is “bit-
tersweet,” as the relationships estab-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Revamping Library Funding
lished, especially with his wait staff,
were that of a family.

“We had a great run, a wonderful
staff and loyal customers,” he said.
“You’d come to see the staff. It was like
a relationship you’d have with a hair-
dresser.”

Mr. Delfinis said his restaurant had a
loyal “senior market” that enjoyed the
restaurant’s atmosphere and food. Some
customers even migrated from Mr.
Delfinis’ father’s business, Coach and
Four in Cranford, upon its closing in
1988.

Now, Mr. Delfinis said, the landlord
is renovating and retooling the interior
of the available space.

In addition, Fujiyama Mama Restau-
rant Corp. transferred its liquor license
to holding company Ahi Tuna Corp. In
this instance, three of four present own-
ers are selling to one individual.

In separate business, the town for-
mally retained Gordon Meth’s services
as an on-call traffic consultant.

Last year, a similar agreement with
Mr. Meth called for the town to pay an
amount “not to exceed” $15,000. That
figure has dropped to $14,000 in 2009.

“We’ve added engineering [to his
responsibilities],” Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said last week. “We’ve had
some downsizing in the engineering
department, and he gives us some flex-
ibility; his firm can do traffic and engi-
neering work. So, we are reducing the
amount and increasing the scope,” Mr.
Ciarrocca added.

Prior to official business, Second Ward
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, after
delivering the invocation, acknowledged
the dawn of a new Presidency and said a
prayer for President Barack Obama.

Mr. Ciarrocca, serving as acting
mayor in the absence of Andy Skibitsky,
said, “Too often, we take for granted
how we change leaders in such a peace-
ful and dignified way. It’s a great state-
ment about we as a people. We all wish
the new President all the best in these
trying times.”

Westfield
Tuesday, January 13, Wanda

Rodriguez, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Elizabeth criminal
warrant in the amount of $100 pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at Central Av-
enue and Virginia Street. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Friday, January 16, Andrew Yacura, 52,
of Westfield was arrested on Livingston
Place on charges of obstruction and resist-
ing arrest. According to police, officers
had attempted to bring Yacura, who was
intoxicated, to his home when he alleg-
edly began pushing and shoving the offic-
ers and kicked one of them. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance and trans-
ferred to Trinitas Hospital for evaluation.

Friday, January 16, John Bovino, 33,
of Cranford was arrested in the area of
117 Central Avenue on an outstanding
no-bail Essex County Sheriff’s warrant.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters where he was processed
and turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 19, Jesse Goldberg,
27, of Roselle Park was arrested on an
outstanding Roselle Park criminal war-
rant in the amount of $675. Goldberg
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance per the Roselle Park
Police Department.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 14, Shawanda

Totten, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident of
Tussell Lane reported that someone slashed
the rear tires of her motor vehicle while it
was parked in front of her apartment.

Thursday, January 15, a business
owner on East Second Street reported
that someone entered his motor vehicle
and removed $1,100 worth of tools.

Friday, January 16, Thomas Zeile, 48,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Friday,  January 16, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that some-
one opened a credit card in her name and
made several thousand dollars worth of
purchases.

Friday, January 16, Angel Guzman,
30, of North Brunswick was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, Joshua Sheppard,
20, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
$5,000 worth of tools and supplies.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 15, Zena Wilkens,

44, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
filed investigation on Martine Avenue.
She was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail.

Friday, January 16, Eugene P. Liles, 33,
of Newark was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Jersey City and Bloomfield
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Friday, January 16, Randell B. Evans,
2nd, 26, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of South
Plainfield and Fanwood after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident in the
100 block of Pleasant Avenue reported
that sometime between the hours of 4
p.m. on Saturday, January 17, and Sun-
day, January 18 at 10:26 a.m. someone
knocked the driver’s side mirror off his
vehicle while it was parked in the street.

Sunday, January 18, Michael W.
Knepper, 45, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. Knepper was stopped for a mo-
tor vehicle violation at which time offic-
ers said they smelled the odor of mari-
juana and with the owners consent
searched the vehicle and found the con-
trolled dangerous substance, police said.
He was issued a summons and released.

Monday, January 19, Jennifer B.
Arrogante, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Jersey City after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Monday, January 19, Curtis C. White,

23, of Piscataway was arrested on a
Scotch Plains warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and turned
over to the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 13, Manuel J.

Barbosa, 52, of Union was arrested at
the Elizabeth Police Department for an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $775. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, Michael D.
Bracuto, 40, of Cranford was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, January 14, Crist M. Co-
lon, 26, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a field investigation. She
was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident of
Darby Lane reported that someone had
tampered with her mail after finding a
bank statement was opened and infor-
mation was circled with a red marker.
Authorities advised the victim to keep a
watchful eye on the account and to re-
port unauthorized activity immediately
to the bank.

Friday, January 16, a business on
Bristol Road reported that someone or-
dered $19,107 worth of color ink car-
tridges using his company credit card
without his authorization.

Saturday, January 17, an individual
reported that he parked his vehicle in a
lot on Route 22 overnight and when he
returned the vehicle had been stolen.
The value of the stolen vehicle is $19,000.

Sunday, January 17, several traffic
signs were damaged after being inten-
tionally struck by a vehicle. The signs
were located at the intersection of Short
Drive and Wyoming Drive, the intersec-
tion of Short Drive and Foot Hill Way,
Sawmill Way and Longview Drive and a
stop sign at the intersection of Longview
Drive and Wyoming Drive. According
to police, tire tracks were visible and
paint samples were transferred to the
traffic poles.

Sunday, January 17, a routine patrol
of Deerfield School revealed that some-
one had shot the school doors and win-
dows with a paint ball gun.

Monday, January 19, an officer pa-
trolling the area of Long Meadow at
3:46 a.m. and noticed a vehicle parked
in the wrong direction in front of a
residence. After further investigating the
vehicle, the officer noticed the wind-
shield was smashed out with a landscap-
ing paver, and there was significant dam-
age to the hood of the car, police said.
Police knocked on the door of the resi-
dence and after speaking to the vehicle
owner it was determined the damage
was done sometime between the hours
of 2 a.m. and 3:45 a.m. when it was
discovered. Tire tracks and footprints
leading from the street were noticed at
the scene. The incident was turned over
to the detective bureau.

SP-SID Looking to Begin
Earnest Efforts this Spring

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the township’s nascent
Special Improvement District (SID)
is hoping to kick off its efforts in
earnest this spring by mailing to town-
ship residents a flyer publicizing the
businesses within the SID and by
holding some type of a downtown
promotional event before the sum-
mer months.

During a free-wheeling discussion
at its meeting last Thursday, 11 of the
13 members of the board in atten-
dance discussed a variety of ways to
“get this thing rolling,” as chairman
Jim Watson put it.

He believes there is a “short win-
dow for getting this thing off the
ground.” Board member Dominic
Verdic, a property owner and also
board chairman of the Westfield SID,
agreed, saying, “We need to show
business owners something soon.
People need to know these business
are here [in town] and more are com-
ing.”

Mr. Watson said it was important to
“create events to draw people down-
town to spend money and to live.” He
said the board had to first come up
with a formal name for the SID entity
and then a logo before moving on to
marketing efforts. Responding to a
question from Stage House Inn man-
ager Tom Britt about how the SID’s
efforts will tie in to events the town-
ship and the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association
(SPBPA) currently sponsor, Mr.
Watson said the SID needed to speak
with the SPBPA and township offi-
cials “to see what they’d like to do
and not do anymore. If they want to
drop something, we can do it. If they
want to keep doing something, the
SID can assist.”

Board member Steve Goldberg, a

former SPBPA president, said he did
not see much potential for conflict.
“We should be able to enhance each
other,” he said.

Mr. Verdic said that a separate night
of downtown concerts — apart from
the Thursday night summertime con-
certs sponsored by the township —
could be one way of drawing people
into the downtown. He said
Westfield’s Jazz Nights during the
summer bring “a tremendous amount
of people into town” and are a boon to
local retailers and restaurants. Other
ideas put forth last week included an
effort to have downtown restaurants
cross-promote via dollars-off cou-
pons, holding fundraisers to help bol-
ster the SID’s budget, sponsoring a
spring tailgate party and street fair in
the downtown, in which local restau-
rants would cook outdoors and offer
food for a nominal fee, and holding a
street fair during the Memorial Day
weekend.

Mr. Watson outlined some of the
responsibilities of the committees that
have been formed. The Economics
Committee will focus on matters in-
cluding grant writing, vendor recruit-
ment and vendor contracts, as well as
recycling and garbage disposal for
businesses within the SID.

The Design Committee will look at
building facades and window displays
in an effort to establish some unifor-
mity, as well as compliance with local
zoning regulations. The Promotions
Committee will create the events to
draw people into the downtown, as
well as promote all SID businesses.
The Organization Committee will for-
tify a database of SID members with
additional pertinent information, as
well as begin the process of recruiting
a manager to oversee the SID’s efforts.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Thursday, January 29, at The Stage
House Inn.

GW BOE Looks to Resolve
Library, GEA Contracts

WF BOE Redistricting
Mtg. Moved to Feb. 3
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Education (BOE) has moved
its continued discussion and vote of
Superintendent Margaret Dolan’s in-
termediate school redistricting pro-
posal from Tuesday, January 27, to
Tuesday, February 3, at a location to
be determined, due to a dress re-
hearsal scheduled next Tuesday of a
Washington School show. The BOE
will meet at 302 Elm Street on Janu-
ary 27, at 8 p.m. for a regular meeting.

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education (BOE) said on Tuesday
that the borough’s mayor, Dennis
McCarthy, and the borough council
have asked for a meeting regarding the
ongoing negotiations between the board
and the Garwood Public Library re-
garding the library’s lease with the BOE.

“In the very near future we should
have a meeting with the governing body
to resolve the issue,” said board mem-
ber Sandro Villaraut, the representative
to the borough council.

The library is currently located in a
building attached to the Lincoln School
on Second Avenue, serving as both the
school and public library. The board has
requested that the library pay for a por-
tion of the utility and maintenance costs
incurred from their use of the building.
The two sides are negotiating over this
amount. Representatives from the li-
brary appeared before the mayor and
council during the body’s December 9
meeting to ask for assistance in negotia-
tions with the Board of Education.

“We hope that this is going to be
settled very soon because we appreci-
ate having the library there,” Board
President Adele Lewis said.

Also on Tuesday, board member John
Sullivan said the board and the Garwood
Education Association (GEA) last met
on January 15 to discuss wording of the
contract and the memorandum of agree-
ment. Mr. Sullivan said that two sides
“have a good relationship” and are “very
close” to an agreement.

“Their representative and I have been
in contact and we’re trying to make sure
this goes as smooth as possible,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, resident Bruce Paterson
asked the board to keep taxpayers in
mind during the negotiations with the
GEA, particularly in light of difficul-
ties faced by many in the private sector.
He said he believed that “having a
secure job…seems to be credit enough”
in considering raises when “private in-
dustry gets laid off left and right.”

The board was unable to discuss
specifics of either the library or GEA
situations due to the ongoing negotia-
tions. Both topics were discussed in
closed executive session following the
meeting on Tuesday. The board said
they were hopeful that both contracts
would be resolved shortly.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Susan Groning said on Tuesday that her
committee is looking into the reason
for a $7,587 increase in the district’s
December electric bill. Ms. Groning
also said that the board is beginning its
budget process for 2009-2010.

“It’s going to be a little tighter than it

has been in the past,” Ms. Groning said.
“We’re going to cross our fingers, hope
we get some good numbers, and hope-
fully the state helps us out.”

With Union County Executive Su-
perintendent Carmen Centuolo request-
ing that school districts have some sort
of shared services in place by July 1,
Garwood Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said she is in discus-
sions with the Clark school district
about further shared services.

Ms. Quigley said an arrangement
with Clark would make the most sense
for the borough since Garwood already
sends its ninth through 12th graders to
Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson High School.

Courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
A SIGHT TO SEE...Crowds from afar welcome the inauguration of President
Barack Obama in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday.

Paul Peyton for The Leader
TICKET TO HISTORY...Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th Congressional
District) presents Ron Naughton of
Westfield his tickets for the inaugura-
tion of President Barack Obama. Mr.
Naughton attended the inauguration
on Tuesday with his wife, Jill, and their
two sons, ages 13 and 9. The congress-
man held a lottery to determine who
would receive the office’s 194 tickets.

Woman Pleads Guilty
To Church Funds Theft

WESTFIELD – Assistant Prosecu-
tor Ann Rubin of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office has revealed that
Ellen Scott of Colonia pled guilty on
January 14 to theft and forgery
charges of $141,026.04 from Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Additionally, she will have to reim-
burse Saint Helen’s the money that
was taken.

“The charges and guilty plea can be
credited to the meticulous and time-
consuming investigation conducted by
(Westfield Police) Detective Joseph
Costanzo,” stated Westfield Police
Captain David Wayman.

JoAnn Neylan Speaks
At MLK Service

WESTFIELD  — “Thank you, Rever-
end, for inviting me here today on behalf
of Mayor [Skibitsky], who expresses his
sincere regrets that he could not be here
himself, but he is away on a business trip
which falls on this particular weekend
every year. So on his behalf and on behalf
of the Town Council it is my pleasure to
speak to you today – the celebration of
Martin Luther King’s birthday.

“Martin Luther King Jr. once posed
the question, ‘Where do we go from
here?,’ in one of his landmark [speeches]
delivered at the 11th Convention of the
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence on August 16, 1967 in Atlanta, Ga.,
in which he outlined his global vision.

“To read the writings of MLK Jr. is to
appreciate the courage of his moral com-
mitment and determination to achieve
social justice. The America he addressed
was different from the America of today.
It was a nation whose racial wrongs were
sanctioned by unjust laws.

“Inspired by Dr. King’s words, Afri-
can-Americans protested their segrega-
tion, and as a result of massive demon-
strations from the mid 1950s until the
late 1960s, African-Americans were to
share with all other Americans the equal
use of public facilities, full participation
in voting and the dignity of human rights.

“All of us here know and appreciate
the noble struggle that MLK lived to
achieve the world we now inhabit. This
year, especially with such an historic
event of President-elect Obama’s inau-
guration just a day away we remember
Dr. King’s life’s work with a hightened
sense of pride and reverence.

“Dr. King’s long, arduous, often pain-
ful path filled with strife, filled with
disappointment, but always filled with
belief in the human spirit, human com-
mitment to the best we can be and human
dignity has proven MLK a visionary and
leader who’s dedication to a better and
fairer America has certainly paid off.

“So I began here today with the ques-
tion that MLK Jr. asked, ‘Where do we
go from here? I dare say we go forward
with a sense of pride, of hope and of
belief in the enduring nature of a just
America.’”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Ordinance was introduced by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield on Janu-
ary 20, 2009. Copies of this  ordinances
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1929
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 10A

This ordinance sets regulations and fees
for the Westfield Conservation Center.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on February 3, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader Fee: $24.48
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$200 Million RVSA Project Built
Without Emergency Backup Power

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
of directors discussed last Thursday
the dilemma it faces after they learned
that emergency backup power provi-
sions are not included in its $200-
million expansion project. Emergency
diesel generators were removed from
the design at the time of value engi-
neering, reportedly relying on gas
combustion engines of the new co-
generation phase to provide the emer-
gency backup power. However, tech-
nicians from Caterpillar, manufac-
turer of the combustion engines used
in the RVSA’s cogeneration facility,

revealed that the engines could not be
put under full load until warmed up.
This delay, estimated between five
and 20 minutes, could result in por-
tions of the plant being flooded in the
event of a power failure.

As described by RVSA Executive
Director Michael Brinker, this
changes the scenario from [running]
on cogeneration power with PSE&G
as back up, to [running on] PSE&G
power with the cogeneration plant
needing to function as the source of
emergency backup power. Mr. Brinker
said the plant’s daily intake of 30 to
80 million gallons of wastewater could
flood significant portions of the facil-
ity in minutes if power were unavail-

able – and that it could result in sig-
nificant damage to equipment.

An additional emergency power
plan was discussed involving adding
a second power line to the plant. Mr.
Brinker said this plan has a major
flaw in  that failure of a single substa-
tion might knock out all power to the
facility.

At the time of value engineering,
authorities noted that energy costs
were high and the expectation was
that a blend of digester and natural
gas would be used to generate elec-
tric power. The heat from burning the
gas is also to be used to dry sludge
prior to shipment. The drop in energy
prices means that there is again the
likelihood that the plant will some-
times purchase electricity, officials
said.

The RVSA board of directors said
goodbye to Clark Landale,
Mountainside’s commissioner. Mr.
Landale, who has served on the board
for five years, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that he wanted to spend
more time with his family. He said
that he was asked to continue his
commitment in borough politics and
serving the town. Rene Dierkes will
fill Mr. Landale’s spot for
Mountainside on the board.

Robert Luban, the commissioner
from Woodbridge, saying to Mr.
Landale, “You and I had some donny-
brooks, but we always walked out as
friends.” Several others on both the
board and management stated their
friendship and respect for Mr.
Landale.

The Township of Springfield’s at-
torney requested a delay of the
municipality’s excess flow hearing
scheduled for January 22. Mr. Luban
said that if a delay were granted to
Springfield, Woodbridge would im-
mediately request one also. The com-
missioners opted to postpone the hear-
ings to a date agreeable to all three
towns involved – Springfield,
Woodbridge and Roselle Park.

Jim Wancho of Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor, the
authority’s consulting engineering
firm, told the board he had agreed
months ago to speak to the conven-
tion of Association of Environmen-
tal Authorities on the RVSA plant
upgrade project, and was formally
requesting permission from the
board. Mr. Wancho said he expected
the project to have been completed
by now. Citing some ongoing issues
with contracts, the board requested
Mr. Wancho have Mr. Brinker re-
view what he was to speak about
before he makes the speech.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POWER PROBLEM...Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority board members lis-
ten to the discussion of lack of emergency backup electric power in the design for
the $200-million expansion. Clark Landale, right, outgoing commissioner from
Mountainside, bids goodbye to the board after five years of service. Commis-
sioner Frank Mazzarella of Clark looks on.

145 Years of Leader/Times’
Archives Are Now Online
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, in conjunction
with The Westfield Leader, has placed
100 years (from 1907) of the newspa-
per on the Internet. This effort joins
that of its sister newspaper, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, which was
placed online in 2007, with archives
going back to 1963. These archives
are searchable and available at no
cost to the public.  Both newspapers’
archives are available at
goleader.com/archives, which has
links to the libraries –
archive.wmlnj.org and
thejointlibrary.org/archives.

The Times project was started in
2001 with publisher Horace Corbin
and then Scotch Plains Library direc-
tor Norbert Bernstein. It was com-
pleted in 2007 with director Dan Weiss
of the Fanwood Library and director
Meg Kolaya of the Scotch Plains Li-
brary.

The Leader project was achieved
by the concerted efforts of newspaper
staff and Westfield Library staff, in-
cluding the library’s executive direc-
tor, Phil Israel, technology librarian
Jeffrey Bennet and head reference
librarian Jennifer Schulze.

The projects were born in 1997,
when Leader and Times Publisher
Horace Corbin began researching
the technology for making the trans-
fer from microfilm to digital for-
mat.

When discretionary funding of

$29,500 became available to the
Westfield Library to pursue the
project, the team spent a year of re-
search to determine the best technol-
ogy and to find companies to do the
job. Innovative Document Imaging
of East Brunswick was chosen to
convert microfilm to digital format.
ELB Internet Services in Westfield,
headed by Pete Billson, indexed the
records and installed the work onto a
new computer server at the library.
The system went online January 14,
2009.

New Jersey Press Association Ex-
ecutive Director John O’Brien told
The Leader/Times that “this was quite
an accomplishment” and that he did
not know of any other weekly news-
papers in New Jersey that had gone
this far.

According to documents from the
New Jersey State Library from assis-
tant director Margaret Nizolek, there
are numerous weekly newspapers that
have digitized their microfilm ar-
chives from the late 1970s to the
present. And, there are national news-
papers, such as The New York Times,
which has digital archives going back
to the 1850s. However, some news-
papers charge a fee for archives older
than 14 days, while the entire archive
of The Leader/Times is free. Accord-
ing to documents from Ms. Nizolek,
there are no other New Jersey weekly
newspapers that had an Internet
archive going as far back as The
Leader’s.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIT FOR A KING…Walkers travel down East Broad Street in Westfield from the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial at the South Avenue circle to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church. Gatherers hummed “We Shall Overcome” along the route, as
they honored the legacy of Dr. King and prayed for President Barack Obama to
lead with integrity.

Gatherers Honor MLK
Legacy, Usher in Obama

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A procession of
people, representing all races and
ages, walked from the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial at the South Av-
enue circle to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church on snowy streets Monday.

Some spent the walk rekindling
old acquaintances or making new
ones; others joined in humming “We
Shall Overcome,” the famous Civil
Rights Movement protest song.

Before departing on the walk, gath-
erers said a prayer, thanking Dr. King
for the “strength and vision” he sup-
plied to those who continue to
“progress” in fighting for equal rights.

The prayer also beseeched Presi-
dent Barack Obama to lead with “truth
and justice.”

Following the walk, and once in-
side the church, parishioners and
guests took part in the 22nd annual
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith
Commemoration Service.

Reading the litany of commemora-
tion, Thelma Smith, of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association, said Dr.
King envisioned “the ultimate free-
dom, the freedom achieved in
struggle, the freedom reached in
brotherhood…the freedom inspired
by the cry of a people, the freedom
free of hate, the freedom full of love.”

She later read, “He came into our
lives when the yearning of people to
be free had turned their attention to
justice. For justice and only justice,
we shall follow, that we may live and
inherit the land which the Lord our
God gives us.”

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
RECORD BREAKING…The Fanwood Fire Department and Rescue Squad held
their awards dinner last Saturday at Berkeley Plaza. Volunteer firefighters Bob
Brennan, right, and Russ Hamill, center, along with EMT Nancy D’Ambrosio
received awards for 35 years of service from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left.
Bob Kruthers of the rescue squad for 52 years was honored for achieving the
5,000-call mark in 2008. Only two other members ever hit that number in the 60
years of the squad’s history.

Pres. Obama Vows to Create Jobs,
Build Roads, Fix Healthcare System

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama was officially sworn
in Tuesday as the nation’s 44th Presi-
dent, and the first African American
President, before an estimated crowd
of two million at the United States
Capital and the facing Washington
Mall.

In explaining the challenges his
administration faces, the new Presi-
dent said in his inaugural speech that,
“Our nation is at war against a far-
reaching network of violence and
hatred. Our economy is badly weak-
ened, a consequence of greed and
irresponsibility on the part of some,
but also our collective failure to make
hard choices and prepare the nation
for a new age.”

The President cited home foreclo-
sures, high unemployment, closed
businesses and the high cost of
healthcare.

“Today, I say to you that the chal-
lenges we face are real. They are

serious and they are many. They will
not be met easily or in a short span of
time. But know this, America, they
will be met,” President Obama said.

He also focused on the worst eco-
nomic crisis the nation
has faced in some 70
years. “The state of the
economy calls for ac-
tion, bold and swift,
and we will act not only
to create new jobs, but
to lay a new founda-
tion for growth,” he
said. “We will build
roads and bridges, the
electric grids and digi-
tal lines that feed our
commerce and bind us
together,” he noted,
while saying science
would be used to “raise health care’s
quality and lower its cost.”

President Obama spoke about al-
ternative energy, saying wind and
solar power need to be used “to fuel
our cars and run our factories.”

Another key point was on the ef-
fectiveness of government. The Presi-
dent said it was not so important as to
whether government was “too big or
small but whether it works.”

“Where the answer is ‘yes,’ we
intend to move forward. Where the
answer is ‘no,’ programs will end,” he
said.

He closed by quoting President
George Washington: “Let it be told
the future world… that in the depth of
winter, when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive…that the city
and the country, alarmed at one com-
mon danger, came forth to meet [it].”

“America, in the face of common
dangers, in this winter of hardship, let
us remember these timeless words.
With hope and virtue, let us brave
once more the icy currents, and en-

dure what storms may come,” Presi-
dent Obama said. “Let it be said by
our children’s children that when we
were tested, we refused to let this
journey end, that we did not turn back

nor did we falter; and
with eyes fixed on the
horizon and God’s
grace upon us, we car-
ried forth that great gift
of freedom and deliv-
ered it safely to future
generations.”

The reaction to his
speech by some New
Jersey officials was
positive.

State Assembly
Speaker Joseph Rob-
erts (LD-5, Camden),
a Democrat, said,

“This is a thrilling and historic day
that re-energizes our hope in the
American dream. President Obama’s
inauguration is an inspiring and pow-
erful moment that shows the phrase
‘all men are created equal’ isn’t just
words on a document, but a living
example of the opportunities America
can offer.

“Today also brings New Jersey a
partner in Washington who shares
our commitments to a strong
economy, a protected environment
and quality healthcare and education
for all. But while today is one of
emotion and inspiration, we also must
remember to heed President Obama’s
call to work together and share re-
sponsibility for guiding America for-
ward. Hard work lies ahead, but by
working together and taking respon-
sibility, we can get it done.”

Likewise, State Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) said, “President Obama
today issued a firm warning that

Pres. Barack Obama

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-SID Looking to Begin
Earnest Efforts this Spring

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the township’s nascent
Special Improvement District (SID)
is hoping to kick off its efforts in
earnest this spring by mailing to town-
ship residents a flyer publicizing the
businesses within the SID and by
holding some type of a downtown
promotional event before the sum-
mer months.

During a free-wheeling discussion
at its meeting last Thursday, 11 of the
13 members of the board in atten-
dance discussed a variety of ways to
“get this thing rolling,” as chairman
Jim Watson put it. He believes there is
a “short window for getting this thing

off the ground.” Board member
Dominic Verdic, a property owner
and also board chairman of the
Westfield SID, agreed, saying, “We
need to show business owners some-
thing soon. People need to know these
business are here [in town] and more
are coming.”

Mr. Watson said it was important to
“create events to draw people down-
town to spend money and to live.” He
said the board had to first come up
with a formal name for the SID entity
and then a logo before moving on to
marketing efforts. Responding to a
question from Stage House Inn man-
ager Tom Britt about how the SID’s
efforts will tie in to events the town-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Ron Naughton
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...An estimated two million people gather in Washington, D.C., in chilly weather on Tuesday for the
official swearing-in ceremony for United States President Barack Obama, the 44th President and the first African-American
to be elected as leader of the nation. The mood was festive, and the ceremony was well managed as millions throughout the
world viewed the inauguration on television and the Internet.
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“The trend of transferring newspa-
pers from microfilm to digital format
is becoming more prevalent,” Mr.
O’Brien said. “Ten years ago it was
just an idea that many newspapers
were discussing, because at that time,
the technology was new and cost pro-
hibitive,” he said.

Having the newspaper digitally
archived offers the convenience of
accessing the information from any
computer as opposed to having to go
to the library to view a specific reel of
microfilm, Mr. Israel pointed out.
Also, digitally archived news can be
searched by keywords, making it
easier than scrolling through reels of
microfilm.

Mr. Corbin said there is an advan-
tage of keeping actual newsprint on
hand. He said hard copies maintain
the integrity of the archives because
“computerized versions can be al-
tered, whereas 10,000 hard copies in
print create an immutable, lasting
record.” However, both microfilm and
paper copies can lose quality over
time.

When Mr. Corbin began research-
ing the technology 10 years ago, the
hardware and software were “costly
and rudimentary,” he said. Archiving
from microfilm to digital is a two-
step process, Mr. Corbin explained.
The first step involves scanning the
microfilm to a digital image. Then
software reads the image and creates
words (optical character recognition
– OCR) to enable computer indexing
and searching. The first conversions
in 1998 were time consuming and the
OCR quality was low.

“The two factors are of course,
interdependent,” Mr. Corbin ex-
plained. “The clearer the microfilm
image, the better able the software
would be at OCR.” Today, using good
quality microfilm or scanning directly

THE YEAR THAT WAS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced that the 2008 yearbook staff was awarded first place for its efforts by the
American Scholastic Press Association. Pictured is the current staff that worked
along with members of the Class of 2008. Pictured, from left to right, are: Katie
Colombo, Megan Arce, Christina Agostinho and Melissa Carey.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Support the Troops
Casino Night Set Feb. 7

WESTFIELD – The 102nd Cav-
alry Family Readiness Group cor-
dially invites the public to attend a
Support the Troops Casino Night on
Saturday, February 7, 2009 to be held
at the NJ Army National Guard Ar-
mory, 500 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

The event will be held from 5 until
11 p.m. Casino activity will be held
from 6 until 9 p.m. The cost is $60 per
ticket (includes: $50 in chips, buffet
dinner, dancing, prizes). Please pre-
register and/or direct your questions
to Nancy LaCorte at (732) 991-1241
or e-mail 102.CAV.FRG@gmail.com.

Proceeds from this event go to sup-
port the Family Readiness Groups of
the NJ Army National Guard, 102nd
Cavalry. Please make checks payable
to: 102 CAV FRG HHT and mail to:
P.O. Box 6344, Somerset, N.J. 08875-
6344.

People with military ID and their
families are free but must pre-register.

from newsprint, the OCR accuracy
can be 95 percent. Creating newspa-
pers on computers as The Leader/
Times has done since 1998 yields
close to 100 percent accuracy.

Most of the bound books of the
newspaper were destroyed in a fire at
the newspaper office in 1970. Thus,
lower quality microfilm from that
time could not be redone to the higher
standards in use today.

Mr. Corbin has worked with cura-
tor Stan Lipson of the Westfield His-
torical Society to create digital ar-
chives of the annual This Is Westfield
publication, going back 37 years.
These are not yet placed online.

The Times began publishing in
1959. The Leader began publishing
in September of 1890, and the ar-
chives from 1890 to 1907 were not
saved or were misplaced. “We’re still
trying to find missing editions,” Mr.
Corbin said.

Also included in the library’s digi-
tal archive project was converting the
Union County Standard, published
from 1891 to 1915, Mr. Israel said.
He said that the library’s next task
entails digitizing the defunct Record
Press and the Westfield High School
yearbooks.

“This is part of the growing trend
of libraries moving forward and keep-
ing pace with the way we access
materials,” Mr. Israel said. “Micro-
film may become a thing of the
past…however, the libraries will still
keep microfilm and viewers on hand.”

Some of the interesting Leader
news accessible online are from the
November 9, 1932, edition announc-
ing Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s win
over Herbert Hoover for President
and the infamous radio broadcast of
the War of the World’s Martian At-
tack in the November 3, 1938, edi-
tion.

Woman Pleads Guilty
To Church Funds Theft

WESTFIELD – Assistant Prosecu-
tor Ann Rubin of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office revealed that
Ellen Scott of Colonia pled guilty on
January 14 to theft and forgery
charges of $141,026.04 from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Additionally, she will have
to reimburse Saint Helen’s the money
that was taken.

“The charges and guilty plea can be
credited to the meticulous and time-
consuming investigation conducted by
(Westfield Police) Detective Joseph
Costanzo,” stated Westfield Police
Captain David Wayman.

Americans are united against terror-
ists and any nation that would threaten
or attack our democracy. I stand with
our new President in his commitment
to keeping our nation safe.

“It was also heartening to hear Presi-
dent Obama state that he will embrace
what’s working in our federal govern-
ment and eliminate what doesn’t. Such
a common-sense strategy is refresh-
ing, particularly to the hard-pressed
taxpayers of New Jersey.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pres. Obama

ship and the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association
(SPBPA) currently sponsor, Mr.
Watson said the SID needed to speak
with the SPBPA and township offi-
cials “to see what they’d like to do
and not do anymore. If they want to
drop something, we can do it. If they
want to keep doing something, the
SID can assist.”

Board member Steve Goldberg, a
former SPBPA president, said he did
not see much potential for conflict.
“We should be able to enhance each
other,” he said.

Mr. Verdic said that a separate night
of downtown concerts — apart from
the Thursday night summertime con-
certs sponsored by the township —
could be one way of drawing people
into the downtown. He said
Westfield’s Jazz Nights during the
summer bring “a tremendous amount
of people into town” and are a boon to
local retailers and restaurants. Other
ideas put forth last week included an
effort to have downtown restaurants
cross-promote via dollars-off cou-
pons, holding fundraisers to help bol-
ster the SID’s budget, sponsoring a
spring tailgate party and street fair in
the downtown, in which local restau-
rants would cook outdoors and offer
food for a nominal fee, and holding a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains SID Discusses
Plans, Goals and Schedules

WE LIKE WESTFIELD…Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
members selected the winners of “The Miracle on Elm Street – Letters to the DWC
Elves” holiday promotion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dominick Verdic,
chairman; Lee Hale, treasurer; Jaime Chaves, board member, and Diane Barabas,
board member.

street fair during the Memorial Day
weekend.

Mr. Watson outlined some of the
responsibilities of the committees that
have been formed. The Economics
Committee will focus on matters in-
cluding grant writing, vendor recruit-
ment and vendor contracts, as well as
recycling and garbage disposal for
businesses within the SID. The De-
sign Committee will look at building
facades and window displays in an
effort to establish some uniformity,
as well as compliance with local zon-
ing regulations. The Promotions Com-
mittee will create the events to draw
people into the downtown and pro-
mote all SID businesses. The Organi-
zation Committee will fortify a data-
base of SID members with additional
pertinent information, as well as be-
gin the process of recruiting a man-
ager to oversee the SID’s efforts.

The next SID meeting will be on
Thursday, January 29 at The Stage
House Inn.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
08/23/2001 Archive: PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION…The Scotch Plains
Public Library recently acquired the microfilm of its 1963 to 1979 copies of The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The library’s original newspaper copies were deteriorat-
ing, yellowing and some were torn. Seated, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks and
Councilman William F. McClintock, Jr. compare the original document to the
microfilm version shown by Library Director Norbert Bernstein. Pictured, behind
Mayor Marks, Horace R. Corbin, publisher of The Times, looks on with pride.

Westfield
Tuesday, January 13, Wanda

Rodriguez, 28, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding Elizabeth
criminal warrant in the amount of
$100 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Central Avenue and Virginia Street.
She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, January 16, Andrew Yacura,
52, of Westfield was arrested on
Livingston Place on charges of ob-
struction and resisting arrest. Accord-
ing to police, officers had attempted
to bring Yacura, who was intoxicated,
to his home when he allegedly began
pushing and shoving the officers and
kicked one of them. He was released
on his own recognizance and trans-
ferred to Trinitas Hospital for evalu-
ation.

Friday, January 16, John Bovino,
33, of Cranford was arrested in the
area of 117 Central Avenue on an
outstanding no-bail Essex County
Sheriff’s warrant. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters
where he was processed and turned
over to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Monday, January 19, Jesse
Goldberg, 27, of Roselle Park was
arrested on an outstanding Roselle
Park criminal warrant in the amount
of $675. Goldberg was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance per the Roselle Park Po-
lice Department.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 14, Shawanda

Totten, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident
of Tussell Lane reported that some-
one slashed the rear tires of her motor
vehicle while it was parked in front of
her apartment.

Thursday, January 15, a business
owner on East Second Street reported
that someone entered his motor ve-
hicle and removed $1,100 worth of
tools.

Friday, January 16, Thomas Zeile,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Friday, January 16, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone opened a credit card in her
name and made several thousand dol-
lars worth of purchases.

Friday, January 16, Angel Guzman,
30, of North Brunswick was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, Joshua
Sheppard, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
$5,000 worth of tools and supplies.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 15, Zena

Wilkens, 44, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant after a filed investigation on
Martine Avenue. She was processed
and turned over to the Union County
jail.

Friday, January 16, Eugene P. Liles,
33, of Newark was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Jersey City
and Bloomfield after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, January 16, Randell B.
Evans, 2nd, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants out of
South Plainfield and Fanwood after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident in
the 100 block of Pleasant Avenue
reported that sometime between the
hours of 4 p.m. on Saturday, January
17, and Sunday, January 18 at 10:26
a.m. someone knocked the driver’s
side mirror off his vehicle while it
was parked in the street.

Sunday, January 18, Michael W.
Knepper, 45, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. Knepper was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
at which time officers said they
smelled the odor of marijuana and
with the owners consent searched the

vehicle and found the controlled dan-
gerous substance, police said. He was
issued a summons and released.

Monday, January 19, Jennifer B.
Arrogante, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Jersey City after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Monday, January 19, Curtis C.
White, 23, of Piscataway was arrested
on a Scotch Plains warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 13, Manuel J.

Barbosa, 52, of Union was arrested at
the Elizabeth Police Department for
an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $775.
He was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, Michael
D. Bracuto, 40, of Cranford was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, Crist M.
Colon, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a field investiga-
tion. She was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident
of Darby Lane reported that someone
had tampered with her mail after find-
ing a bank statement was opened and
information was circled with a red
marker. Authorities advised the vic-
tim to keep a watchful eye on the
account and to report unauthorized
activity immediately to the bank.

Friday, January 16, a business on
Bristol Road reported that someone
ordered $19,107 worth of color ink
cartridges using his company credit
card without his authorization.

Saturday, January 17, an individual
reported that he parked his vehicle in
a lot on Route 22 overnight and when
he returned the vehicle had been sto-
len. The value of the stolen vehicle is
$19,000.

Sunday, January 17, several traffic
signs were damaged after being in-
tentionally struck by a vehicle. The
signs were located at the intersection
of Short Drive and Wyoming Drive,
the intersection of Short Drive and
Foot Hill Way, Sawmill Way and
Longview Drive and a stop sign at the
intersection of Longview Drive and
Wyoming Drive. According to po-
lice, tire tracks were visible and paint
samples were transferred to the traf-
fic poles.

Sunday, January 17, a routine pa-
trol of Deerfield School revealed that
someone had shot the school doors
and windows with a paint ball gun.

Monday, January 19, an officer
patrolling the area of Long Meadow
at 3:46 a.m. and noticed a vehicle
parked in the wrong direction in front
of a residence. After further investi-
gating the vehicle, the officer noticed
the windshield was smashed out with
a landscaping paver, and there was
significant damage to the hood of the
car, police said. Police knocked on
the door of the residence and after
speaking to the vehicle owner it was
determined the damage was done
sometime between the hours of 2
a.m. and 3:45 a.m. when it was dis-
covered. Tire tracks and footprints
leading from the street were noticed
at the scene. The incident was turned
over to the detective bureau.

GW BOE Looks to Resolve
Library, GEA Contracts
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education (BOE) said on Tuesday
that the borough’s mayor, Dennis
McCarthy, and the borough council have
asked for a meeting regarding the ongo-
ing negotiations between the board and
the Garwood Public Library regarding
the library’s lease with the BOE.

“In the very near future we should
have a meeting with the governing body
to resolve the issue,” said board member
Sandro Villaraut, the representative to
the borough council.

The library is currently located in a
building attached to the Lincoln School
on Second Avenue, serving as both the
school and public library. The board has
requested that the library pay for a por-
tion of the utility and maintenance costs
incurred from their use of the building.
The two sides are negotiating over this
amount. Representatives from the li-
brary appeared before the mayor and
council during the body’s December 9
meeting to ask for assistance in negotia-
tions with the Board of Education.

“We hope that this is going to be
settled very soon because we appreciate
having the library there,” Board Presi-
dent Adele Lewis said.

Also on Tuesday, board member John
Sullivan said the board and the Garwood
Education Association (GEA) last met
on January 15 to discuss wording of the
contract and the memorandum of agree-
ment. Mr. Sullivan said that two sides
“have a good relationship” and are “very
close” to an agreement.

“Their representative and I have been
in contact and we’re trying to make sure
this goes as smooth as possible,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, resident Bruce Paterson
asked the board to keep taxpayers in
mind during the negotiations with the
GEA, particularly in light of difficulties
faced by many in the private sector. He
said he believed that “having a secure
job…seems to be credit enough” in con-
sidering raises when “private industry
gets laid off left and right.”

The board was unable to discuss spe-
cifics of either the library or GEA situ-
ations due to the ongoing negotiations.
Both topics were discussed in closed
session following the meeting on Tues-
day. The board said they were hopeful
that both contracts would be resolved
shortly.

Finance Committee Chairwoman Su-
san Groning said on Tuesday that her
committee is looking into the reason for
a $7,587 increase in the district’s De-
cember electric bill. Ms. Groning also
said that the board is beginning its bud-
get process for 2009-2010.

“It’s going to be a little tighter than it
has been in the past,” Ms. Groning said.
“We’re going to cross our fingers, hope
we get some good numbers, and hope-
fully the state helps us out.”

With Union County Executive Su-
perintendent Carmen Centuolo request-
ing that school districts have some sort
of shared services in place by July 1,
Garwood Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said she is in discus-
sions with the Clark School District
about further shared services.

Ms. Quigley said an arrangement
with Clark would make the most sense
for the borough since Garwood al-
ready sends its ninth through 12th
graders to Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson
High School.

WF Asks NJSA to Amend
Library Funding Formula

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Joining fellow mu-
nicipalities in the state, such as neigh-
boring Garwood, Westfield has called
upon the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture to amend the formula by which
towns fund libraries.

“Our library is an exceptional li-
brary,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after Tuesday’s pub-
lic council meeting. “But in the past,
as assessed property values increased,
libraries were getting an extraordi-
nary increase in their budget.”

Mr. Gildea asked rhetorically, “In
these times of financial crisis, what
department do you know of in the
Town of Westfield that is getting more
than 7 to 10 percent increases guaran-
teed, and the town has no say in it?”

The prevailing state law requires
the governing body of every munici-
pality to annually appropriate, and
raise by taxation, “an amount equal to
one-third of a mill on every dollar of
assessable property within the mu-
nicipality” to fund local libraries.

A mill refers to one-tenth of a cent.
Translated, this amounts to $33 per
$100,000 of assessed valuation in a
town.

Towns are asking the Legislature
to modify the formula, first enacted
in 1944, and instead pay one-sixth of
a mill on every dollar of assessable
property.

When asked about the matter fol-
lowing the meeting, Mr. Gildea said
the formula, which was last amended
23 years ago, is “archaic.”

In 2008, the formula guaranteed
the Westfield Memorial Library $2.5
million for its entire operation. In
2009, the library will see a funding
increase of between approximately 2
and 3 percent.

In budgetary terms, the town this
year is bracing for a $60,000 to
$70,000 increase from the $2.5 mil-
lion figure in the 2008 budget – “a
lower number than we’ve seen in the
past but a number we’d like to cut
down,” Mr. Gildea said.

The administrator prefaced all his
remarks by saying that the library is
“not doing anything wrong.”

“It serves the public in a great way,”
he added. “We want to be mindful of
that and make sure that continues.
We’re not looking to penalize the li-
brary. In fact, in past years, while the
library is required a certain level of
funding, the town can give more, and
the Town of Westfield has given more
than it’s required to. In these economic
times, though, we’re looking for all
ways to try to reduce the [tax burden].”

In other news, the town approved a
person-to-person transfer of a liquor
license from Brittany’s Restaurant,
Inc., t/a BG Fields, to JGR Invest-
ment Group, LLC.

The buyer, whose address is lo-
cated in Chester, does not presently
have a location where the license will
be actively used; therefore, it is con-
sidered a “pocket license,” which may
only be renewed for two full terms
after the date it becomes inactive.

Calls placed to the restaurant Wednes-
day morning revealed that the
establishment’s number had changed.
Upon calling the new number, The Times
spoke with owner Bill Delfinis, who
confirmed that the business had closed.

“Our lease had run out after 20
years, and it was time,” Mr. Delfinis
said. “I’ve had the number rerouted to
my cell phone, and it’s just been an
outpouring of nice comments, people
saying, ‘It was my favorite place.’”

Mr. Delfinis said the moment is
“bittersweet,” as the relationships es-
tablished, especially with his wait
staff, were that of a family.

“We had a great run, a wonderful
staff and loyal customers,” he said.
“You’d come to see the staff. It was
like a relationship you’d have with a
hairdresser.”

Mr. Delfinis said his restaurant had
a loyal “senior market” that enjoyed
the restaurant’s atmosphere and food.
Some customers even migrated from
Mr. Delfinis’ father’s business, Coach
and Four in Cranford, upon its clos-
ing in 1988.

Now, Mr. Delfinis said, the land-
lord is renovating and retooling the
interior of the available space.

In addition, Fujiyama Mama Res-
taurant Corp. transferred its liquor
license to holding company Ahi Tuna
Corp. In this instance, three of four
present owners are selling to one in-
dividual.

In separate business, the town for-
mally retained Gordon Meth’s ser-
vices as an on-call traffic consultant.

Last year, a similar agreement with
Mr. Meth called for the town to pay an
amount “not to exceed” $15,000. That
figure has dropped to $14,000 in 2009.

“We’ve added engineering [to his
responsibilities],” Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said last week. “We’ve had
some downsizing in the engineering
department, and he gives us some
flexibility; his firm can do traffic and
engineering work. So, we are reduc-
ing the amount and increasing the
scope,” Mr. Ciarrocca added.

Prior to official business, Second
Ward Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan,
after delivering the invocation, ac-
knowledged the dawn of a new Presi-
dency and said a prayer for President
Barack Obama.

Mr. Ciarrocca, serving as acting
mayor in the absence of Andy
Skibitsky, said, “Too often, we take
for granted how we change leaders in
such a peaceful and dignified way.
It’s a great statement about we as a
people. We all wish the new President
all the best in these trying times.”

Paul Peyton for The Times
TICKET TO HISTORY...Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th Congressional
District) presents Ron Naughton of
Westfield his tickets for the inaugura-
tion of President Barack Obama. Mr.
Naughton attended the inauguration
on Tuesday with his wife, Jill, and their
two sons, ages 13 and 9. The congress-
man held a lottery to determine who
would receive the office’s 194 tickets.
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DCA Commissioner Doria
Discusses COAH, State Aid

TRENTON – Department of Com-
munity Affairs’ (DCA) Commissioner
Joseph Doria discussed the Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) and
state aid at the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities 17th An-
nual Mayors’ Legislative Day on Janu-
ary 14.

“With regards to affordable hous-
ing, you only build it when other
types of growth, like non-residential
commercial development and market
rate housing, have taken place,” Com-
missioner Doria said. “The COAH
process is tied to a growth share
method, so if no growth is taking
place in your community, and given
these difficult times I would imagine
limited growth has occurred, then you
are not responsible for building af-
fordable housing.”

Mr. Doria described COAH’s third

round housing plan review process,
which provides flexibility and a revi-
sion period, and informed those as-
sembled that discussions are being
held on how to implement Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposal to place a
one-year moratorium on the 2.5 per-
cent affordable housing development
fee on non-residential development.
Additionally, he discussed state aid,
specifically extraordinary aid.

“Extraordinary aid decisions (for
fiscal year budget towns) cannot be
made because we have to await the
outcome of the pension deferral pay-
ments legislation in the State Legisla-
ture,” Commissioner Doria said. “We
hope this issue will be resolved shortly
and will not impact calendar year
towns. In the meantime, we have in-
structed fiscal year municipalities to
send out estimated tax bills.”

Cassidy Replaces Barisonek;
As Assign. Judge for County

ELIZABETH — State Superior
Court Judge Walter Barisonek, a
Mountainside resident and the as-
signment judge for Union County, is
retiring after 25 years at the end of
this month. He will be replaced by
Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy
of Cranford, the presiding judge of
the Family Division in the Union
Vicinage.

Judge Barisonek was appointed
to the bench by Governor Thomas
H. Kean in 1984 and was reap-
pointed with tenure by Governor
James Florio in 1991. Prior to his
appointment he was in private prac-
tice and served as mu-
nicipal prosecutor in
Clark.

New Jersey Chief
Justice Stuart Rabner
praised Judge
Barisonek for his
“long and distin-
guished” career on the
bench.

“Since he was first
appointed in 1984,
Judge Barisonek has
set a standard for fair-
ness, wisdom and ex-
cellence in serving the
residents of Union County. We will
greatly miss his leadership and
counsel and wish him a healthy and
happy retirement,” Chief Justice
Rabner said.

According to a Star-Ledger ar-
ticle, Judge Barisonek handled cases
ranging from Megan’s Law to ra-
cial profiling cases brought against
the State Police. He has been as-
signment judge for the past four
years.

Chief Justice Rabner said Judge
Cassidy has “proven herself to be a
dedicated jurist and leader in the Ju-
diciary.”

 “She has presided over the Family
Division in Union County with dis-
tinction and overseen a demanding
caseload with skill and grace. She
will no doubt serve the entire Union
County justice system well as assign-
ment judge,” he said.

Judge Cassidy was appointed to
the bench in April 2000 by then-
Governor Christie Whitman and was
reappointed by Governor Jon Corzine
in 2007.

 She has served in the Union Vici-
nage since her appointment, first in
the Family Division, then in the Civil
Division from September 2002 until
September 2005. She went back to
the Family Division in 2005 to serve
as presiding judge.

Her first entry into the legal pro-
fession was in 1984 as law clerk to
Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr., when
he was assignment judge in Union
County.

“I am grateful to Chief Justice
Rabner for his confidence in me. I
am honored to be named assign-
ment judge following Judge
Barisonek, who has led our court-
house with strength and wisdom,
and I am also proud to follow in the
footsteps of Judge Beglin, whose
mentoring provided me with the
legal skills that placed me on solid
ground as I began my career,” Judge

Cassidy said.
“And today I

must thank my
colleagues on
the family bench
here in Union
County, and
those from
around the state
in the Confer-
ence of Family
Division Presid-
ing Judges. They
are a particularly
dedicated group
of judges, who

oversee countless proceedings every
day where children and families are
suffering and at their most vulner-
able. This demanding work, on be-
half of families throughout New Jer-
sey, is performed with compassion
and dignity and I am proud to have
served among them,” she said.

Judge Cassidy was in the news
frequently last year as she heard the
divorce trial of former Governor
James McGreevey and Dina Matos
McGreevey.

Prior to her appointment to the
bench, Judge Cassidy was a partner at
the Roseland law firm of Connell,
Foley. She had joined the firm in 1985
as an associate and was named part-
ner in 1992.

Judge Cassidy lives with her hus-
band, Mark, in Cranford, where he
presides over the municipal court,
and their two children.

Judge Walter Barisonek

GOING GREEN…Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, top right,
and Angel Estrada, top left, present a check from the county’s Green Grant
program to Principal Claudia Andreski, second from right at top, Librarian
Kathy Cook, second from left at top, and students, left to right, Noelle Blackford,
Patrick Carmo and Ryan Soldati from the McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield. The school was awarded $1,000 to start a recycling program for
children’s books and to create bookmarks out of recycled paper.

McKinley Among Schools
To Garner ‘Green’ Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS – From a worm
café to a science lab made from re-
cycled bottles, five schools have been
awarded the first grants under the
Union County Green Grant program.
The theme of the grants was “Radical
Recycling.”

The Green Grant program pro-
vides funding of up to $1,000 for
environmental projects proposed by
students.

The grants were distributed at an
awards ceremony at Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains.

The five winning school projects
show how to keep materials such as
food waste, books and worn-out
sneakers out of the general waste
stream:

Carl H. Kumpf Middle School in
Clark was awarded $546 for equip-
ment and worms to start a worm-
composting program, dubbed the
“Worm Café.” Students will learn how
worms can break down food scraps
and convert them into compost mate-
rial that will be used on their school
grounds.

Valley Road School in Clark was
awarded $977 to collect used CD’s,
videotapes and game cartridges, and
send them to a recycling company
that specializes in electronic waste.

Roselle Park High School was
awarded $1,000 to purchase state-of-
the-art lab equipment for use in its
Learning Lean-To. This outdoor en-
vironmental center will be constructed
primarily from recycled Snapple
bottles and other salvaged construc-
tion materials.

Magnet High School in Scotch
Plains was awarded $1,000 to start a
sneaker recycling project in conjunc-
tion with the National Nike Reuse-a-
Shoe program. The entire school will
collect worn or unwanted sneakers,

which will be recycled for use as
playground resurfacing material.

McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield was awarded $1,000 to
start a recycling program for
children’s books and to create book-
marks out of recycled paper. The
books and bookmarks will be put in
recycled gift boxes and bags, and
presented to Head Start of East
Harlem for distribution.

The Green Grant program will con-
tinue this year as part of the 2009 Go
Green II initiative recently adopted
by the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. All elementary and
high schools in Union County are
eligible. Applications for 2009
grants, when available, will be sent
to school district superintendents.

For more information on recycling
and budget-wise green tips in Union
County, visit ucnj.org/greenconnect.Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 5, 2009 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and
Saturday, February 7, 2009 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 35 years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence and post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child 
related circumstances, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2009
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2009
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Lance Votes to Renew
Child Insur. Program

WASHINGTON – United States
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union)
voted in favor of legislation that
would renew and improve the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP).

This measure is similar to legisla-
tion passed twice during the 110th
Congress. Last month, 129,322 New
Jersey children were enrolled in the
SCHIP program. The program is ad-
ministered by NJ FamilyCare.

“SCHIP ensures more than
120,000 New Jersey children receive
health care,” Rep. Lance said imme-
diately following the vote on the

floor of the House. “Because New
Jersey has the second highest cost of
living in the nation, SCHIP is very
important to those working families
struggling with the high costs of
healthcare. It’s especially important
to children whose parents either don’t
have insurance through their employ-
ers or whose parents may have re-
cently lost their jobs because of the
current economic downturn.”

According to NJ FamilyCare,
SCHIP enrollment totaled 10,438
children in Union County. The
House approved the measure 289-
139.

Keep It Green Group
Supports Open Space
TRENTON — The Keep it Green

Campaign, a coalition of 108 orga-
nizations looking to secure long-
term funding for the Garden State
Preservation Trust, thanked  Gover-
nor Jon Corzine for his
“prioritization of this issue and his
commitment to fund open space
preservation.”

“We believe that the governor is
listening to the people of the state
who, in these difficult economic times,
continue to support open space pres-
ervation as seen in the recent local
and county ballot initiatives. The cam-
paign is heartened by the reaffirma-
tion of his promise to fund open space
and to have legislative action by June
30 to place a measure on the Novem-
ber 2009 ballot.

“While we are grateful that the
Governor recognizes the importance
of this issue, we believe it is vital that
the solution be multi-year. We look
forward to working with the Gover-
nor and the Legislature and support-
ing them on efforts to fund open space
preservation including farmland pres-
ervation, urban parks and historic
preservation.”

Wilson: GOP Ready
For November Win

TRENTON — New Jersey State
Republican Chairman Tom Wilson
said last week in comments released
to GOP supporters that Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State Address
said Mr. Corzine “still doesn’t get it.”

“He’s still trying to spend his way
out of every problem. Corzine doesn’t
get that government spending is the
problem.”

“Republicans are poised for a ma-
jor win this November,” Mr. Wilson
said. “No one has ever sought re-
election to the governor’s office with
worse public approval ratings than
Jon Corzine. Voters actually think
Corzine is doing a worse job than Jim
Florio – the last one-term governor
who got thrown out for abusing the
taxpayers.”

Mr. Wilson vowed that the GOP
would “launch the most comprehen-
sive, coordinated and technologically
efficient effort to engage the over-
taxed people of New Jersey in a cam-
paign for real change.”

He said the GOP would focus on
“our collective message of lower taxes,
less spending and new leadership.”

“The Democrats have raised our
property taxes, income taxes, sales tax
and, literally, 100 other taxes. We’ve
got to stop them before they bankrupt
New Jersey,” Mr. Wilson said.

Union County Residents
Graduate From IBEW
AREA — The International Broth-

erhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
Local 164, based in Paramus, recently
graduated 61 local men and women,
including five Union County resi-
dents, from its Electrical or Telecom-
munications Apprenticeship Training
Programs. The programs are admin-
istered jointly by Local 164 and the
Bergen-Essex-Hudson Division of the
National Electrical Contractors As-
sociation (NECA).

Union County graduates included
Alfonso Barone of Springfield,
Gabriel Battaglia of Union, Robert
Casey of Westfield, Michael Knaus
of Westfield and John Montgomery
of Hillside.

www.goleader.com
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This Week’s Humor
What do retired people do all day in

Westfield? Working people frequently
ask retired people what they do to
make their days interesting.

Well, for example, the other day
my wife and I went into town and
went into a shop. We were only in
there for about 5 minutes. When we
came out, there was a cop writing out
a parking ticket. We went up to him
and said, ‘Come on man, how about
giving a senior citizen a break?’

He ignored us and continued writ-
ing the ticket. I called him a Nazi turd.
He glared at me and started writing
another ticket for having worn tires.
So my wife called him a #^**head.
He finished the second ticket and put
it on the windshield with the first.
Then he started writing a third ticket.

This went on for about 20 minutes.
The more we abused him, the more
tickets he wrote.

Personally, we didn’t care. We came
into town by bus. We try to have a
little fun each day now that we’re
retired. It’s important at our age.

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

Feds Give Green Light For
New Mass Transit Tunnel

NEWARK – NJ Transit officials
have announced that the Federal Tran-
sit Administration release of a
“Record of Decision” has completed
the environmental review process for
the mass transit tunnel, the center-
piece of the Access to the Region’s
Core (ARC) project. The federal
government’s approval clears the way
for federal funding. Officials said
construction could begin this year.

The local financing share of $5.7
billion is already committed, includ-
ing $3 billion from the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey.
New Jersey is now looking for a
federal funding commitment from
the new administration in Washing-
ton, D.C.

With train traffic into New York at
maximum capacity, the tunnel project
is anticipated to double commuter
rail capacity between New Jersey and
New York and also allow improved
rail service within New Jersey itself,
officials said.

“We welcome today’s action by the
FTA, as the Mass Transit Tunnel
project is a major component of New
Jersey’s economic stimulus strategy,”
Governor Jon Corzine said. “By put-
ting boots on the pavement and shov-
els in the dirt, this project will employ
thousands of workers and help
jumpstart the economy in the present,
and will pay dividends toward re-
gional economic growth for decades
to come.”

NJ Transit officials said about $600
million in design and construction
contracts will be ready for construc-
tion bidding as soon as a federal fund-
ing agreement is reached. Several
other contracts, and other work, to-
taling about $3 billion, will be ready
to go to construction soon after.

With the tunnel project creating
capacity to serve thousands of addi-
tional customers, the NJ Transit com-
muter rail system will provide more
than 254,000 trips each weekday to
and from New York in the year 2030,
an increase of 46 percent above cur-
rent levels, officials said.

“This federal approval marks a gi-
ant step forward for this transit project
of regional and national significance,”
said Anthony Coscia, Port Authority
chairman. “With this approval in place
we now look forward to receiving the
federal funds necessary for putting
shovels in the ground in 2009 and
helping our regional economy in this
critical time.”

NJ Transit Executive Director Ri-
chard Sarles said “the project will

more than [double] train capacity to
and from New York in peak periods,”
from 23 trains per hour to 48.

The existing 100-year-old com-
muter rail tunnel under the Hudson
River has only two tracks that are
pushed to their functional limits each
rush hour with NJ Transit and Amtrak
trains, officials said.

In addition to two new, side-by-
side single-track tunnels, the project
will create new station capacity in
Manhattan designed specifically for
commuter rail service with wider plat-
forms and more escalators. The new
tracks will provide direct access to
New York City subway lines, PATH
trains and existing Penn Station ser-
vices.

The project will also create one-
seat (direct) commutes to New York
for NJ Transit customers on seven
commuter rail lines – Main/Bergen
County, Port Jervis, Pascack Valley,
Montclair-Boonton west of Montclair
State University, Morris and Essex
west of Dover, Raritan Valley, and
North Jersey Coast south of Long
Branch, as well as future rail expan-
sion lines.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Merkt’s Jobs Protection Bill
To Require Workers Are Legal

AREA — Assemblyman Richard
Merkt (LD-25, Mendham), a Repub-
lican candidate for governor, an-
nounced that he would introduce leg-
islation in the Assembly aimed at
protecting jobs and job opportunities
for New Jersey residents. The mea-
sure, called “The New Jersey Jobs
Protection Act,” would require job
applicants to provide evidence of their
eligibility to work in the United States
and verification of eligibility within a
reasonable period of time after hir-
ing.

“Three hundred thousand New Jer-
sey residents are presently out of
work,” said Mr. Merkt, “draining the
state’s already depleted unemploy-
ment insurance benefits fund. Mean-
while, many illegal aliens are being
employed in New Jersey, denying jobs
and job opportunities to legal resi-
dents.”

Mr. Merkt said census figures esti-

mate 500,000 illegal aliens currently
live in New Jersey, with a majority of
them employed at substandard wages
in jobs that do not contribute to the
state’s unemployment and disability
insurance funds.

 “Illegal aliens –- and those who
hire them – undercut job opportuni-
ties for legal residents, while at the
same time driving down wages and
damaging the state’s overall
economy,” Mr. Merkt said.

Under Mr. Merkt’s proposal, any
job applicant would have to provide
to the prospective employer evi-
dence of eligibility to work in the
United States before the applicant
is hired. The employer would have
90 days after hiring to verify that
the evidence of eligibility provided
by the applicant is legitimate. Fail-
ure to seek the required verification
would expose the employer to a
fine.

‘Miracle on Elm Street’
Promotion Winners Chosen
WESTFIELD - The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) spon-
sored a new holiday shopping spree
contest entitled “Miracle on Elm
Street – Letters to the DWC Elves.”
During the holiday shopping season,
almost 300 people entered the con-
test and provided their top three rea-
sons why they love Downtown
Westfield.

According to Sherry Cronin, Ex-
ecutive Director, “We were pleased
with the amount of participation we
had for a first-time promotion and
received some great feedback from
the downtown customers. Only 46
percent of the participants were from
Westfield, a testament to downtown
Westfield being a shopping and din-
ing destination. According to the en-
tries, the top three reasons why people
love downtown Westfield included

downtown events (31 percent), the
stores (22 percent), the restaurants
(17 percent), the friendly atmosphere
(9 percent), the proximity of
Westfield to their home, (5 percent),
and it is nice to walk around (5
percent).”

A random drawing by members
of the board of directors was held
on January 12, and the following
winners were announced: first
prize, $500 shopping/restaurant
gift  cards, Emma Herber of
Westfield; second prize, $250 shop-
ping/restaurant gift cards, Eric
Hagstrom of Westfield; third prize,
$125 shopping/restaurant gift
cards, Susana Garcia of Westfield;
$75 parking smart cards, Lauren
Krueger of Chatham, and $50 park-
ing smart cards, Diane Manziano
of Mountainside.

SP Resident Marches in
D.C. Inaugural Parade
WASHINGTON, D.C. —

AmeriCorps Alums and the Peace
Corps Community marched in the 56th
Inaugural Parade at the invitation of
President Barack Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden’s Inaugural Com-
mittee.

“These organizations embody the
best of our nation’s history, diversity
and commitment to service. Vice-
President-elect (Joe) Biden and I are
proud to have them join us in the
parade,” Mr. Obama said in announc-
ing the participation of AmeriCorps
Alums and the Peace Corps Commu-
nity.

Joining in the celebration of this
historic inauguration, was AmeriCorps
alumnae Kevin Burke of Scotch Plains,
along with three others, who lead the
procession of the 150 AmeriCorps
alumni chosen to represent this na-
tional network of civic leaders. The
parade began Tuesday at the steps of
the United States Capitol Building
and continued along Pennsylvania
Avenue to end at the White House.

“I am honored to represent this
amazing network of AmeriCorps
alumni on the national level – it’s a
great way to promote what we do and
show our support of President-Elect
Barack Obama,” Mr. Burke said prior
to the parade.

Also participating in the parade
were Gregory Lum and Patrick
Terhune of Linden, cadets at the Lex-
ington, Va.-based The Virginia Mili-
tary Institute.

GOP Seeks Hearings on
Property Reassessments

Senators Robert Singer (LD-30,
Jackson) and Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), both Republicans, have
sent a letter to Governor Jon Corzine
asking that he support an effort to
have the Senate Budget and Appro-
priations Committee hold hearings
to discuss the viability of conducting
statewide property reassessments to
reflect lower home valuations in
property tax bills.

“Some homeowners have appealed
their property tax bills based on these
lower market values and have suc-
cessfully had their assessed valua-
tions reduced. While home values in
many neighborhoods have fallen
uniformly, this piecemeal approach
to reassessment has the potential
danger of shifting the tax burden to
other homeowners who may not
know how to appeal their assess-
ments,” according to the lawmakers’
letter.

Nat’l  Sales Holidays Proposed
To Stimulate U.S. Economy

The National Retail Federation has
asked President Barack Obama to
incorporate a series of national sales
tax holidays into upcoming economic
stimulus legislation as a step toward
rebuilding consumer confidence, say-
ing short-term gains from consumer
spending and long-term growth from
job creation are both needed to
achieve economic recovery.

In response, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) and Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) again have called on
Governor Jon Corzine to adopt a
sales tax holiday to provide eco-
nomic relief to New Jersey families
and businesses.

Bill Would Provide More
Oversight on Higher Ed.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee has released legislation
sponsored by Assemblymen Patrick
Diegnan (LD-18) and Joseph Cryan
(LD-20, Union) to provide more
oversight of the fiscal management
of New Jersey’s system of higher
education. The bill (A-3245) aims
to implement many of the recom-
mendations contained in the Octo-
ber 2007 State Commission of In-
vestigation (SCI) report “Vulner-
able to Abuse: The Importance of
Restoring Accountability, Transpar-
ency and Oversight to Public Higher
Education Governance.” The report
noted multiple instances where pub-
lic funds were “vulnerable to waste,
abuse and violations of the public
trust.”

The measure would re-establish a

cabinet-level position responsible for
the oversight of the state’s public
higher education network, the first
such post since the former State De-
partment of Higher Education was
disbanded in 1994. The new Secre-
tary of Higher Education also would
serve as executive director of the
Commission on Higher Education.

Corzine Holds Lead Over
Christie in Monmouth U. Poll
Governor Jon Corzine has a four-

point lead, 36 percent to 32 percent,
over Republican Christopher Christie
as candidate for governor, according
to a new Monmouth University/
Gannett New Jersey poll. The
governor also leads three other
potential Republican candidates:
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
45 to 29 percent; Assemblyman Rick
Merkt (LD-25, Mendgam), 41 to 27
percent, and Franklin Township
Mayor Brian Levine, 44 to 27 percent.

Bush Defends Actions in Iraq,
Afghanistan In Final Speech

President George W. Bush gave his
final address as president last week by
defending his administration’s military
actions against Afghanistan and Iraq.
“There is legitimate debate about many
of these decisions. But there can be
little debate about the results —
America has gone more than seven
years without another terrorist attack
on our soil,” Mr. Bush said.

NORTHERN ITALIAN STYLE CUISINE

Visit us at www.mosaico22.com
for a FREE gift card when you book a party

Every Tuesday and Wednesday night
Lobster Tails $19.95 regular $30.

Every Saturday and Sunday night
Pork Shank (Osso Buco) $19.95 regular $28.

Mosaico Economic Stimulus Package

1072 US 22 WEST, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ • 908.233.3553

*This offer starts every day at 4:00pm and all day Sunday

*Not to be combined with any other offer or photo like gift card.

*There is no need to bring anything but yourself as wait staff will extend this offer

every time you dine with us from now until the end of this promotion. Please no exceptions.

Every Monday and Tuesday dinner
Filet Migon $19.95 regular $28.

Every Thursday and Friday night
Imported Baby Rack of Lamb $19.95 regular $32.

Every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dinner
all bottles of wine are 30% off.

Every tray of food for Superbowl will have 30% Off

Arbor Day Group Offers
 Trees to New Members

AREA — Ten free flowering trees
will be given to residents of New Jer-
sey who become members of the Ar-
bor Day Foundation in January 2009.

The free trees are part of the non-
profit foundation’s Trees for America
campaign. Those who join the foun-
dation in January will receive two
white flowering dogwoods, flower-
ing crabapples, Washington haw-
thorns, American redbuds and
goldenraintrees.

The trees will be shipped post-
paid at the right time for planting
between February 1 and May 31,
with enclosed planting instructions.
The six- to 12-inch trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be re-
placed free of charge. Members also
receive a subscription to the
foundation’s bimonthly publication,
Arbor Day, and The Tree Book,
which includes information about
tree planting and care.

To become a member of the founda-
tion and to receive the free trees, send a
$10 contribution to Ten Free Flowering
Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Ar-
bor Avenue, Nebraska City, Neb. 68410,
by January 31. New Jersey residents
can also join online at arborday.org.www.goleader.com

Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399
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Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
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Westfield, NJ 07090
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Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
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(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
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or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com
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By Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey

From the Governor's Desk

As you probably know, on Tuesday
[Jan. 13], I gave my annual State of the
State address to a joint session of the
Legislature. While every New Jerseyan
gets to see the finished product, most
don’t ever get to see how much work goes
into the speech.

My staff put together the following
video to give you a behind the scenes look
into the writing of the State of the State.
Watch the Behind the Scenes Video: On
the Governor’s Webpage: nj.gov/gover-
nor/news/video/.

On YouTube: youtube.com/user/
jonscorzine.

State of the State,
Behind the Scenes

On Facebook: facebook.com/pages/
Jon-Corzine/40803443433.

If you had a chance to watch or read
about the State of the State, then you
already know it was my intention to high-
light the progress we’ve made and share
my vision of hope and optimism for our
future as we weather this national eco-
nomic crisis. It is in that context that the
economy will be my number one, number
two and number three priority in the com-
ing year.

If you didn’t get a chance to watch the
address, you can watch it, listen to it, or
read it on my website at nj.gov/sos2009.

Reports of Our Demise
Greatly Exaggerated
I am a subscriber to The Westfield

Leader and have been for several years.
This morning [Tuesday], I had the dis-
tressing news that The Leader was going
out of business.

Please tell me this is not true or at least
what other options I will have to keep in
touch with my “old home town”.

Ron Aylward
Charlotte, N.C.

Publisher’s Note: Mr. Aylward, bor-
rowing from Mark Twain [1897] for the
headline, The Leader is alive and well.
Perhaps you heard about The Record
Press, which went out of business a few
months ago. It is true that newspapers
and other businesses are under pressure,
given financial conditions in the world
today.

We’re in our 119th year of business,
are adapting and blessed with a strong
subscriber base. We have a large Internet
viewership and a great staff. Thank you
for being a subscriber.

Many businesses are nervous. We
refuse to sit still — and are confident and
resolved.

Thanks to All Who
Gave to Food Drive

Our thanks go to all who so willingly
gave to the recent food drives held by
Garwood Knights of Columbus Council
(K of C) 5437. Fifteen food baskets were
distributed in November and again in
December. These baskets included non-
perishable food, Shop Rite gift cards,
milk, butter, sugar, eggs, bread, potatoes,
fruit, paper products, laundry detergent, a
box of candy and a tin of cookies; turkeys
and hams, which were donated at the K of
C Hall, Value Meal gift cards, which were
donated by Burger King, and pumpkin
pies, which were donated by Kings Super
Markets in Garwood, were also distrib-
uted. In addition, nine boxes of non-per-
ishable food were donated to St. Joseph’s
Social Services Center in Elizabeth.

Sincere thanks to Lincoln School,
Washington School and St. Anne’s in
Garwood for collecting the non-perish-
able foods, to all Knights of Columbus
members and their families who sup-
ported this campaign through their dona-
tions of food, money and time and to all
other community members for their sup-
port of our annual food drives. Health and
happiness to you in the New Year!

Nick Basso
Jack Leary

K of C Garwood

WF Supt. Dolan Puts Washington
School on Chopping Block

‘The Only Interests I Have Are For
The Betterment of Our Town’

Resurfacing Morse Ave.
In SP is Premature

As reported in the January 15 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
Scotch Plains council introduced an ordi-
nance that will appropriate $200,000 for
resurfacing work on Morse Avenue. As a
resident of Morse Avenue, I’m surprised
the council is proposing the resurfacing
of a road which they just approved a 10-
home subdivision. The construction work
for this subdivision surely will destroy
the resurfacing done this year.

Perhaps, given the current economic
environment, the money can be spent on
resurfacing elsewhere.

Donna Spangler
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Redistricting is Wrong for
Westfield Intermediate Schools

I am growing tired of the innuendo and
misinterpreted facts stated by Bruce Pater-
son, both in the media and in person. He
constantly refers to me as “the political
boss” of Garwood because of my position
as municipal chairman of the Democratic
Party in town. What Mr. Paterson fails to
say is that there is a Republican counter-
part to me.

The Republican Party of Garwood also
has a municipal chair whose “priority is to
advance the ideals of a political party and
to find candidates to fill positions of power
in local government.” These are Mr.
Paterson’s words, not mine.

As such, our position is to screen and
choose the party candidates they feel will
best serve the town as the mayor and
council. Once the screening and selection
is done, the rest is in the hands of the
Garwood voter. No amount of so-called
political influence is going to persuade a
voter once they get in that booth. A per-
fect example of this was the last election
in November. The majority of voters in
Garwood chose Republican candidates
for president, for senator, for Assembly,
and for freeholder — then, they chose the
Democratic candidates to be seated on the
council.

It is all up to the voter, no one else. Over
the past several years, the majority of
Garwood’s voters have chosen Demo-
cratic mayors and councilpersons, no
matter what their party affiliation. Be-
sides, the vast majority of voters in
Garwood are not affiliated with either
party, declared as neither Democrat nor
Republican. That says something for the
quality of our council candidates.

As I stated at the last council meeting,
the initial resolution at the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) was to
look into the idea of privatization by
seeking out individuals who can inform
the members of the RVSA as to what
would be involved should the RVSA de-
cide to privatize. It was a fact-finding

vote, not a vote to start the process to
privatize, as Mr. Paterson would have
you believe.

I am not so bold or arrogant as to go
against the wishes of the mayor and coun-
cil, of which I was then a part. I cannot
state strongly enough that the first resolu-
tion was not a vote to privatize! After
much backlash in a variety of towns, the
vote was rescinded, with my vote in-
cluded, and the topic was dropped — end
of story. The work of the RVSA goes on,
and this should no longer be an issue.

As for my employment, working for
the County of Union has nothing to do
with either my politics or my so-called
relationships with the Democratic-con-
trolled politicos of Union County. An
opening arose for the position of safety
coordinator, and I applied. If I was not
qualified, I would not have been hired.
Anyone who would like to see my résumé
is free to do so. I graduated Kean
University’s Master of Public Adminis-
tration program with better than a 3.5
grade point average and am a member of
the Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society for that
degree. My work experience has a lot
more to do with my employment than
does any alliances as contrived by Mr.
Paterson, neither was it a “coincidence.”

Mr. Paterson makes it sound as though
my vote, on any issue, is controlled, pre-
determined, and dictated by the powers
that be in Union County. I have served the
Borough of Garwood as councilman for
21 years, having been re-elected by the
voters seven times and have been seated
as commissioner to the RVSA for 13
years. As anyone who knows me can
verify, the only interests I have are for the
betterment of our town, my town, not any
political aspirations. If I wanted political
notoriety, I’d run for office. I am no one’s
puppet, I take no favors, nor am I be-
holden to anyone.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood

The excellent Westfield school system
is one of the major reasons we moved to
Westfield almost 12 years ago. That is
why we were seriously concerned and
upset to learn of the superintendent’s pro-
posed redistricting plan that would split
the children of the Washington School
district between Edison and Roosevelt
middle schools.

We understand that classroom size is a
real issue in Westfield; however, splitting
children apart in any neighborhood is not
the solution. In the proposed plan, a mi-
nority of Washington children would be
moved to Edison, while the majority would
attend Roosevelt. Lower school is a time
of critical social and academic develop-
ment, and splitting up friendships built
over years can be traumatic for children.
Our oldest child is currently at Lincoln
School and will attend Washington School
next year. It is unclear whether or not her

class will be affected by this proposal.
However, the point is that all children in
our town should have the same academic
experience.

The proposed plan is a failure for the
children involved and the town as a whole.
It is certainly not in keeping with the
community and family-oriented Westfield
that attracted us to town in the first place.
We also believe the proposal sets a dan-
gerous precedent. Today, it could impact
Washington School. Tomorrow, it could
be another neighborhood.

As parents and members of this com-
munity, we ask you to please let the
Westfield Board of Education members
know that this is not the solution for
Westfield. They can be contacted at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Megan and Phil Leary
Westfield

Ill-Conceived WF Redistricting Plan
Hurts Our Washington School Kids

The Westfield BOE’s proposed redis-
tricting plan aims to balance the atten-
dance at Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools. A worthy goal, but at what
cost?

The current proposal’s costs are un-
necessarily high for those children and
families targeted. The plan targets a por-
tion of the Washington [Elementary]
School constituency to be moved to Edison
[Intermediate School], while the majority
goes on to Roosevelt [Intermediate
School]. For a meager gain of 25 to 35
more children at Edison, the current fifth
graders from Washington will be forced
to enter the already socially challenging
middle school years without most of their

grade school classmates and assimilate
with all new children at a new school!

Does this sound like a formula for
disaster to you? It does to me. What
logical reason is there to subject an 11-
year-old child to such a daunting chal-
lenge (one that can be avoided)? Why rip
apart the support systems that these chil-
dren will need so badly?

Surely, the BOE can come to a more
enlightened and sensitive decision to rec-
ommend to the community it serves. If
not, we obviously have elected the wrong
people to these very important positions.

David Rothenberg
Westfield

On Tuesday, January 14, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan presented
her recommendations for redistricting
Westfield elementary students in an ef-
fort to address increasing enrollment is-
sues at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
Having communicated with Dr. Dolan
via e-mail in December regarding this
issue, I was optimistic she would put forth
a proposal that was in the best interest of
our children. I was wrong.

Dr. Dolan’s plan consists solely of
redistricting children from 26 streets
within the Washington School district.
Throughout her presentation, Dr. Dolan
referred to several guiding principles,
which were the foundation for this plan.
One of the more frequently quoted of
these principles is to have “minimum
impact to families.” Let’s not be naïve.
By cherry picking streets with surgeon-

like precision, Dr. Dolan has simply mini-
mized the size of the angry mob with
which she and the school board will have
to contend.

My husband and I were both raised in
Westfield. He attended Edison; I attended
Roosevelt. We are happy to send our
children to either of these fine schools.
Our only hope and expectation is that our
children be afforded the same rights as
every other child in town – namely, to
transition from elementary school to
middle school in the company of all their
classmates. Instead, if Dr. Dolan’s pro-
posal is passed, my son will have quite a
different experience this fall.

Come September, my son, along with
10 of his male classmates and 13 of his
female classmates, will be picked up and
dropped off into a sea of 700 strangers at
Edison Intermediate School. These Wash-
ington students will make up less than 4
percent of the student population at
Edison. I find this heart wrenching. My
hope is that when our elected school board
members cast their votes on this proposal,
February 3, they show more consider-
ation for the impact this will have on these
students and their families than did Dr.
Dolan.

Liz Dannevig
Westfield

President Barack Obama and
Great Expectations, Welcome

With President Barack Obama’s inauguration on
Tuesday, the country is filled with great expecta-
tions. Certainly, all wish President Obama well and
hope for his success in leading us. Many are over-
joyed. It is an extraordinary moment for African-
Americans and for the dream of this country –
“where all men are created equal.”

President Obama has a considerable load placed
on his shoulders, and he needs the support of every
American to tackle the issues of today. Everything
cannot be fixed at once, every wish list cannot be
granted, sacrifices will occur, and compromises will
be necessary. That is the downside of Great Expec-
tations.

Great Expectations, the novel by Charles Dickens
in 1861, has Pip stemming from humble beginnings
and a simple life. After many adventures and misad-
ventures, Pip found himself with considerable in-
come but fell into living beyond his means. Pip
confronted life in an artificial world, striving for the
upper class. He dealt with moral and financial chal-
lenges – encountering doubt about his values. Charles

Dickens must have had difficulty in concluding his
tale, for he wrote more than one ending for Pip.

Are there any parallels to the expectations of today
with those of Dickens’ Pip in 1861? The media has
placed such great expectations on the President and
his wife, Michelle. Is this unfair – creating par far
higher than what is reasonable?

So, where will these “Great Expectations” bring
us? One hopes for the good fortune of President
Obama – seeking his wisdom and a good heart. We
believe that will be the case.

President Obama’s underlying message might be
best embodied in his words when speaking about
pilot Chesley Sullenberg and the crew of US Air-
ways Flight 1549 – “And it made me think, if
everybody did their job – whatever that job was – as
well as that pilot did his job, we’d be in pretty good
shape.” This, we whole-heartedly agree with and
urge all to strive for this level of performance.

And to President George W. Bush: Thank you for
keeping us safe, for your hard work and for your
dedication to the country. We wish you well.

Obama Presidency Is
Significant Milestone
It is a wonderful twist of fate that the

first African-American President will be
officially sworn in the day after our nation
observes the Martin Luther King, Jr. holi-
day. It behooves all Americans to reflect
upon the awesome significance of an
Obama presidency as a testament to how
far this nation has traveled since the Civil
Rights Movement led by Dr. King. May
Americans of all races, creeds and ethnic
backgrounds finally work to implement
Dr. King’s dream that we will judge each
other on our character and our commit-
ment to peace and justice for all who live
in our great land.

Herb Horowitz
Kenneth Peskin

NJ Am. Jewish Committee, Millburn

Mountainside BOE Needs to Make
Agenda Attachments Public

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Westfield and Mountainside Boards of Edu-
cations often have numerous items on their agendas
that require action. However, while The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times are
given access to attachments by the Westfield Board
of Education, which contain vital public informa-
tion, the Mountainside BOE says this information is
“confidential.”

For instance, on last Tuesday’s agenda, the board
voted to approve “the travel and related expenses
itemized in (attachment no. 4). This travel is deemed
educationally necessary and fiscally prudent, and all
travel expenditures shall be directly related to and
within the scope of the staff member’s current re-
sponsibilities and the district’s professional devel-
opment plan.”

Where are the students going? How many are
going? And what assignment are the students work-
ing on?

Last month, we reported that the Mountainside
BOE approved two busses for band students in
grades 5 through 8 to go to Dorney Park in Pa., in
May. There must be something educational about
this trip, but we are at a loss to figure that out.

Salaries and benefits are public record. We re-
ported recently about the number of tuition-assis-

tance applications provided for Mountainside teach-
ers. This information was included on the agenda
itself so it could easily be calculated.

Also on last week’s agenda’s was an item to accept
a No Child Left Behind grant for $15,000. What
could be so confidential about this matter that an
accompanying attachment could not be included?

The Westfield BOE has agendas dropped off at our
offices every Friday prior to a meeting, and all
attachments are included.

We grow leery of government that tries to hide
information. We encourage the Mountainside school
board to be as open as Westfield’s.

School boards are under a lot of financial pressure,
and the public needs to know all the issues. On January
16, NJ Education Commissioner Lucille Davy sent a
letter to all school administrators about the need to
control costs, the upcoming shortage of state funding
and the dilemma over preschool expansion. In dis-
cussing new programs, the commissioner wrote, “Un-
der any circumstances, however, we will not ask local
taxpayers to fund these programs.”

The commissioner foretells of critical issues to be
faced locally. We believe that the more the public
knows, the better they will understand the issues and
the decisions of school boards.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dothienenteritis – Inflammation of

the intestines; typhoid fever
2. Decaudate – To deprive of a tail
3. Ascham – A receptacle for archery

implements
4. Ululation – Howling or hooting

THRALL
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. To enslave
3. A loud clanging noise
4. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
CASSE-TETE

1. The head of a household
2. Hard-headed; stubborn
3. A bludgeon or club having a stone

fastened to a wooden handle
4. Any headband

INNITENCY
1. A resting upon; pressure
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. An unsettled or confused state
4. A private road or lane

HOWM
1. A hermit; loner
2. A given site or location
3. A Scottish thatched hut
4. A lowland by a waterside

More letters on page 5
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Hamburgers and Fries

Fire-Grilled 8oz Burgers
Home-Made, Always Fresh, Never Frozen

Zamba™ Beef Zliders
3 Mini-Burgers 

Home-Made, Always Fresh, Never Frozen

Zamba Fries

Zamba Sides

WESTFIELD 
231 E. South Avenue 

Phone: 908.233.8800 Fax: 908.233.8805

Hamburger $4.69
Cheeseburger (American or Swiss) $5.19
Bacon Burger $5.29
Bacon Cheeseburger $5.79

Hamburger $4.99
Cheeseburger (American or Swiss) $5.49
Bacon Burger $5.59
Bacon Cheeseburger $5.99

ALL TOPPINGS FREE*
Ketchup    Lettuce    Tomato    Mustard    Mayo      

Pickles    Grilled Onions & Peppers    Zamba Sauce
* Upon Request. Limited to up to 3 choices.

                     Reg       Large
French Fries                                     $2.00   $3.00
Sweet Potato Fries                           $2.00   $3.00

Cole Slaw $1.50

For more information go to www.zambachicken.com

Also serving Zamba™ Beef Zliders!

Home of the NEW

8oz hamburgercolossal

Children Are No Longer Primary
Focus of Roselle School District Letters to the Editor

Federal Stimulus Plan Unfair to
New Jersey; There’s a Better Way

Disabilities Legislation
Is the Right Way to Go

Newly proposed legislation, (A3625)
for people with developmental disabili-
ties, is both enlightened and cost-effec-
tive. The legislation, introduced this month
by Assemblyman Louis Greenwald (D-
Camden), will more closely align New
Jersey with the national trend of moving
people with developmental disabilities
out of institutions and into the commu-
nity, while also more efficiently allocat-
ing scarce budget dollars. There is ample
reason to applaud and support this bill,
both financial and moral.

Nearly 3,000 New Jersey residents live
in developmental centers at an annual
cost of about $225,000 each, or two to
three times the average cost of commu-
nity living. For example, the cost for
providing community housing for mem-
bers of Community Access Unlimited
(CAU) runs just $50,000 to $80,000 an-
nually. New Jersey’s seven developmen-
tal centers consume 31 percent of the
$1.4-billion budget of the Division of
Developmental Disabilities while serv-
ing less than 8 percent of the population
served by the department.

While the rest of the nation recognizes
the benefits of reducing their institutional
populations, New Jersey lags far behind
the national average.

Since 1969, 140 institutions have been
closed throughout the nation, yet only
two of those were in New Jersey and the
state is not one of the 40 states that plan
additional closings.

The numbers support closing New
Jersey’s developmental centers. So does
our moral obligation to enable each mem-
ber of society to live fulfilling lives. Com-
munity living offers people with develop-
mental disabilities the opportunity to live
in their own homes while receiving the
supports they need. They contribute to
the fabric of society, in many ways finan-
cial, and build self-esteem.

We began CAU in 1979 by success-
fully removing 20 people with develop-
mental disabilities from institutional liv-
ing and integrating them into the commu-
nity. Today we assist more than 3,500
individuals with all kinds of disabilities
each year. This legislation recognizes that
community living is the most rewarding
option for people with developmental
disabilities – and the most cost-effective.

Sidney Blanchard
Dir., CAU

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Are You Interested
in Dental Implants?

Are you frustrated, embarrassed or just plain
fed up with your mouth?
Are you missing teeth?

Are you wearing partials or dentures that just
rub your gums raw causing painful sores?

It doesn’t have to be that way.
With today’s technology, you could be a candidate to have

the comfort and security to eat, smile, and laugh like

you deserve. What would you give to wave a magic wand

and turn back the hands of time to get what was stolen

from you? Well, you don’t have to be a wizard to have the

benefits of dental implants.

Find Out How YOU can get back
90% of The Chewing Force
You HAD at 18 Years Old!

For a FREE Report titled: “9 Critical Secrets How You Can

Turn Back the Hands of Time!” Plus, a bonus report titled:

“10 Questions You MUST Ask Any Dentist to Find the

Right One for You!”, please call our 24 hour, toll free

recorded message hotline at 800-865-1482 and press 2004.

It is a recorded call, so no live person will answer. Or you

can go to the website at:

www.strekodentistry.com/dentalimplants

HURRY this offer is limited
to the first 11 people!!!

169 Mountain Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 654-0095

Dr. Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

This Mandated Westfield School
Redistricting Is ‘Disheartening’

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Elnardo Webster, superintendent,
Shalonda Tanner, board president, and
other members of the Roselle school dis-
trict and copied to the newspaper.

My name is Mr. Michael Boyd; I am
the proud parent of a child who currently
attends classes in the Roselle Public
School district. Like any good parent, I
wish for my child to have the best educa-
tional opportunities. I have the utmost
faith in the public school system, as I am
a product of it. To my dismay, I have
noticed that the educational standards that
are currently being enforced are lax at
best, there seems to be a lack of produc-
tivity when it comes to dealing with the
pressing issues hindering our children’s
educational wellness. This letter is in no
shape or fashion a chastisement of our
educational front line; the teachers, whom,
from my first-hand observation, are work-
ing very hard with the inadequate re-
sources provided to them. I am most
certainly aware that the path in which we
are currently heading toward cannot be
attributed to one individual. It is the re-
sponsibly of the parents, teachers and the
school administration to ensure that our
children are on the right path.

However, I can’t help but feel that you
two individuals are letting our children
down. I was very disheartened by the
conduct that two school administration
officials (the board of education presi-
dent and the Roselle borough school su-
perintendent) exhibited at the last two
board of education meetings. It was unbe-
coming of a public servant. Yes, you are
public servants, but you allowed your
egos and attitudes to get the best of you.
Your primary focuses are no longer the
children of Roselle. There is no way a
small school district such as Roselle
should constantly be marred with “Needs
Improvement” marks from the State De-
partment of Education.

Elnardo Webster, you are in direct vio-
lation of your contract page 8 Section 17
subsections B and E by way of your
conduct.

I have asked questions at last Monday’s
meeting that have gone unanswered. In
case you have forgotten I will restate
them for you:

1) How did Elnardo Webster become
Superintendent of Roselle Public School
system without a public interview?

2) What is being done about the various
violations received from state?

3) Can I receive a copy of the NJ QSAC
(Quality Single Accountability Con-
tinuum) report?

4) Why is the student-teacher ratio so
high?

I do not understand the purpose of a
board meeting. When I asked questions,
they went unanswered. Despite what you
think, we, the parents of Roselle, are not
peasants or court jesters, people that you
can just ignore. Your attitude and treat-
ment of taxpayers shows me just how
unconcerned and disinterested you are to
hold your current position.

I will work closely with whomever I
can to ensure my child gets the education
that she deserves.

Thank you for your time.

Michael Boyd
Roselle

We are one of the Washington School
families “unaffected” by Dr. Dolan’s re-
districting plan. By unaffected I mean
that although my kids will lose a large
percentage of their friends when they
graduate, they themselves will not be
shuttled around the town to get to school.

We are disheartened by this mandated
intervention on many levels. This over-
crowding problem is a Westfield prob-
lem, mostly a problem for the entire
Roosevelt community. But only a frac-
tion of the community is being forced to
solve it. We are told the bussing solution
is cost neutral – it is not. The cost has been
thrust upon a minority of children and the
homeowners in this redistricted zone.

We are being told that the schools are
equal. This misses the point entirely. It is
not merely a matter of equivalent educa-
tions. A handful of students are being
thrown into a new school knowing almost
no one. The other children there will have
their entire class with them; these chil-
dren will see very few familiar faces in
this new environment. There is the matter
of splintering off children from their
friends, of having them watch while the
kids across the street walk together as
they stand waiting for a bus. There is the
fragmenting of our community, of group-

ing kids into those who get to stay and
those who are forced to leave. This breeds
resentment and discontent.

There is the issue of safety. If a child
stays for after-school activities that con-
tinue after the last bus leaves, does that
child now walk a few miles across major
intersections in the dark to get home?

What are the long-term consequences
of all this? Will families want to move
into a district when they know their chil-
dren will eventually be separated from
their friends and bussed to an unfamiliar
school? And when there is no longer
enough kids in that redistricted zone to
sacrifice to the cause, will the Board then
start moving the line of demarcation?

This splinters a tight-knit community.
It is not safe. The entire Washington area
should stay cohesive and let the Board
know that we are united against this. It is
not cost neutral. There is a considerable
cost, both emotionally and economically,
and it is being foisted upon a subset of our
neighbors. This was deemed a divisive
solution in 2006; nothing has changed in
three years to make this now an appropri-
ate solution.

Meredith and Michael Dardia
Westfield

Recently four Governors, including
Gov. Corzine, proposed a federal stimu-
lus package of $1 trillion, consisting of
$850 billion in new spending and $150
billion in tax refunds and other payments.
Looking only at the new spending, $350
billion would be spent on roads and the
like, $250 billion on “maintaining” edu-
cation and $250 billion on paying extra
state unemployment benefits and food
stamp benefits. The proposal will cost
New Jersey taxpayers a tremendous
amount of money, more than our fair
share, and there is a way to finance this
that would be a much better deal for New
Jersey.

According to the Census Bureau’s
Consolidated Federal Funds Report for
Fiscal Year 2007, for similar federal
spending in 2007, the amount New Jersey
received (as opposed to the other 49 states)
of federal spending in these three catego-
ries was 3.14 percent, 2.43 percent and
3.78 percent, respectively. If you apply
these percentages to the proposed new
spending in each of these categories, New
Jersey would receive a total of about
$26.5 billion of the proposed stimulus
plan (3.12 percent of the total).

According to data on the Federal
Reserve’s website, since 1977, the aver-
age rate at which the federal government
has issued 30 year bonds is 8.003 percent.
Since the government will borrow to pay
for the stimulus package, and the federal
government will continue to have a lot of
other debt, this seems a fair rate to assume
for the cost of borrowing over the next 30
years. Interest on the stimulus borrowing
plus paying back the $850 billion means
the federal government will pay a total of
$2.89 trillion (that’s $2,890 billion –with
a “b”) at the end of 30 years (that assumes
it is paid off then, which is optimistic).

How much of the total cost would be
paid by New Jersey taxpayers? Accord-
ing to the IRS’s Data Book for 2007, New
Jersey taxpayers paid approximately 4.53
percent of the aggregate gross tax collec-
tions received by the IRS. Assuming that
holds true going forward, New Jersey
taxpayers will pay 4.53 percent of the
total cost of the stimulus, or $130.8 bil-
lion. So, for $26.5 billion of the stimulus,
we would pay $130.8 billion (that’s $104.3
billion more than we get out of it).

Notice that New Jersey taxpayers pay
a disproportionate share of federal taxes,
as compared to what New Jersey gets
back from Washington. For 2007, if you
divide the total federal expenditures re-
ceived by New Jersey (close to $64 bil-
lion) by the total collections received
from New Jersey by the federal govern-
ment ($121.7 billion or so), you find that
New Jersey received back 52.6 cents for
every dollar we sent to the IRS. Accord-
ing to data from the independent Tax
Foundation, New Jersey has had the worst
or the second worst ratio among all of the
states for pretty much every year for at

least the last 20 years, and recently, the
numbers have been getting worse for us.

If, instead of a Federal stimulus pack-
age, New Jersey was to issue its own debt
to provide its own $26.5-billion stimulus,
assuming the same interest rate paid by
the federal government (which histori-
cally is a good assumption since the state
debt is tax-exempt), New Jersey taxpay-
ers would save about $40.6 billion. That’s
because we would not be paying for stimu-
lus money disproportionately going to
other states. If it is hard to issue state debt
in the current crisis, then a federal gov-
ernment guaranty should be made avail-
able to the states – just like Citibank and
the other banks got from the federal gov-
ernment. Recall that New Jersey’s bond
debt of $38 billion or so was in the news
last year as a serious problem – so serious
that the state government proposed sell-
ing the Garden State Parkway and the
New Jersey Turnpike to refinance the
state bond debt. Our elected leaders in
Trenton should not be pushing the Fed-
eral stimulus plan when New Jersey tax-
payers would save $40.6 billion – more
than our total state bond debt – in the long
run if we did this ourselves. They need to
think about what’s best for us, not blindly
go along with the crowd. We should ob-
ject to this stimulus plan; there is a better
way to do it.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

AARP Calls for
Healthcare Fix

Our healthcare system is broken. Too
many Americans are just one major ill-
ness or injury away from financial ruin.

Our financial security system is also in
peril. Traditional pension plans are disap-
pearing, people find it difficult to save
and Social Security needs to be strength-
ened for future generations.

With the start of this New Year, the time
has come to address these crucial national
priorities. Nearly 33,000 New Jerseyans
and more than 1,000,000 Americans have
made their opinions known by signing the
Divided We Fail pledge, demanding that
action be taken to fix our troubled healthcare
and financial security system.

With a new President and a new Con-
gress, let’s make 2009 the year for change.
Together, individuals, businesses and
elected officials can work to develop and
implement policies that provide all Ameri-
cans with access to quality, affordable
health care and lifetime financial security.

If we embrace true bipartisanship we
can help end legislative gridlock and re-
ally make this year one for all Americans
to remember.

Sy Larson
AARP NJ President

Princeton

Today Marks the 36th Anniversary
Of Roe v. Wade, Reproductive Rights
[Today], January 22, will mark the

36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
historic Supreme Court ruling legalizing
abortion nationwide.

As a result of the Roe decision, equal
access to safe and sanitary conditions for
abortion services became available to poor
women. Wealthier women in states where
abortion was illegal were always able to
access those safe services by traveling
abroad or by going to a state where the
procedure was legal. No longer do 2,500
women a year die from punctured wombs
and infections due to un-sterile tools used
in unsanitary “back ally” abortions.

Today, poor women now have access
to information about alternatives to preg-
nancy that include birth control, absti-
nence and sterilization; and options to
unintended pregnancies that include
parenting, adoption and termination. Roe
v. Wade ushered in freedom for women
and their families to control their fate.

Like all fights for justice, change was
not easy. Opponents of Roe have used
every imaginable weapon to reverse the
decision – including the use of violence
against health care workers.

For many reasons, this will be a special
week for most Americans as we welcome
a pro-choice president; and celebrate the
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., who
was also a champion of reproductive

rights. But as pro-women’s rights’ sup-
porters, this historic week is even more
significant.

Jeff Brand, PPGNNJ
Morristown

WEA Scholarships to
Assist WHS Seniors

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Educa-
tion Association (WEA) Scholarship
Committee and the executive council have
made provisions for $1,000 scholarships
to be granted to three graduating high
school seniors who will continue their
educations in accredited institutions of
higher learning.

The association awards two scholar-
ships to graduating seniors and the Barry
Judd Scholarship to a child of a Westfield
teacher.

In awarding the two WEA scholar-
ships, consideration is given to a Westfield
High School senior who exhibits aca-
demic achievement, participation in
school activities and a commitment to
community service.

The Judd Scholarship is given in rec-
ognition of a distinguished teacher of
foreign languages at WHS from 1974 to
1992. It is based on the ideals of Mr. Judd,
who embodied a love for learning and
devotion to helping others.

This award is given each year to a son
or daughter of a member of the WEA.

Applications for the scholarships are
available at the Westfield High School
Guidance Department and must be sub-
mitted by Friday, February 20, 2009.

Funds for these scholarships are raised
through the donations of the WEA; schol-
arships will be presented on Westfield
High School Award Night, May 28, at
7:30 p.m. by the Scholarship Committee
Chairperson Kristine Smith-Morasso.

WF AARP Chapter
Meets on Monday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Area
AARP Chapter 4137 will meet on Mon-
day, February 2, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at Plainfield
and Brightwood Avenues in Scotch Plains.
Diego Velez from Collette Tours will talk
about the trip to Branson, Miss., on Sep-
tember 17-23, 2009. Mr. Velez will out-
line the itinerary and brochures will be
available.

Katherine Menzer will accept reserva-
tions and payments for the day excursion
to the Brownstone, on March 31, which
will celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph. The
cost of this day is $70 and includes bus,
noontime dinner, open bar and entertain-
ment in a lovely setting.

Members are reminded to bring a non-
perishable food item for the food pantry
housed at Holy Trinity School.

New members are welcome. Dues are
only $5 per year and payable at the meet-
ing at our membership table.
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EMERGENCIES CAN
STRIKE ANYTIME
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Emergency
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Make 2009 Your Year to Be Prepared!
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visit: www.74degreeswest.com
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“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Library to Host Log-a-Thon
For Lincoln’s Bicentennial

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will celebrate
the 200th anniversary of Abraham
Lincoln’s birth with its first annual
community-wide family Lincoln-log-
a-thon on Sunday, February 8, from 1
to 3 p.m.

Thanks in part to the generosity of
K’NEX, the Lincoln Logs™ com-
pany, the library has amassed enough
building pieces to recreate Lincoln’s
rural boyhood village of Little Pi-
geon Creek, Ind.

Community members are invited
to help build the log cabins, farms,
general store, meeting house, school
and mills that made up the small
rural community in Lincoln’s time.
Simple instruction sheets and pre-
bagged kits will be distributed, and
library staff members and building
professionals will be on hand to of-
fer assistance.

Families with children in second
grade through high school are invited
to sign up. Attendance will be limited
to 25 families, and pre-registration is
required.

At the conclusion of the program,
the buildings will be in place for
display in the library’s downstairs
gallery area. K’Nex has donated two
special sets of Bicentennial Lincoln
Logs™ to be awarded as prizes. There
will be a drawing for one set at this
event, and a drawing for the second
set at next February’s log-a-thon.

Through January, the library will
accept additional donations of Lin-
coln Logs™ in good condition. Roofs
and wooden roof supports are in spe-
cial demand. Donations may be
dropped off at the library anytime
during regular library hours.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the town-
ship. For further information, to reg-
ister or to obtain directions, call the
library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

Stokes Farm Owner
To Speak at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ron Binaghi,
owner of Stokes Farm in Old Tappan,
will speak in the Scotch Plains Public
Library Community Room on Thurs-
day, January 29, at 7:30 p.m.

In a follow-up to his popular 2007
program, Mr. Binaghi will give tips
on how to prepare a garden for spring,
the New York City Greenmarket sys-
tem, the work involved in growing
dozens of varieties of vegetables and
how he keeps his farm running in the
midst of suburban sprawl.

Mr. Binaghi is the fifth generation
to farm his family’s 15-acre plot in
northeastern Bergen County, and his
Greenmarket stand has been rated in
the 2008 Zagat New York City Mar-
ketplace guide.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township. All
programs at the library are free and
open to everyone.

Registration is required for this
program. To register, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

Museum to Spotlight Role
Of ‘Indian Medicine Man’

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will offer a
program called “The Indian Medi-
cine Man” on Sunday, January 25,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

This presentation will focus on the
Lenape Indians who inhabited New
Jersey at the time the first European
settlers arrived. Sherry Lange and
Janet Murphy will describe the spiri-
tual beliefs that formed the basis for
the Lenapes’ health and wellbeing,
the job of the herbalist and the inter-
ventions of the medicine man.

Included will be an overview of the
herbs used, from harvesting and prepa-

ration to administration. This program
is described as ideal for children.

Museum docents in Colonial dress
will be available to guide visitors
through the restored, fully furnished
18th-century farmhouse. The gift shop,
which features a variety of Colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, will be open for business.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age 4.

Upcoming Sunday events at the
Miller-Cory House Museum include
“A Collection of Children’s Valen-
tines” on February 8 and “Happy Birth-
day, Abraham Lincoln” on February
15. For more information or to sched-
ule a tour, call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Fishers Welcome Son,
 Matthew Post

Michael and Heather Fisher of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Matthew Post Fisher, on
Friday, November 28, at 12:57 p.m.
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Matthew weighed 8 pounds and 8
ounces and measured 21¼ inches in
length at birth. He joins his brother,
Michael Steven, age 1.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jay and Arleen Post of
Mountainside, formerly of Westfield.

Helen Fisher of Westfield is his
paternal grandmother.

Gaetas Welcome
Emily Downey

Christopher and Elizabeth Gaeta
of Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Emily Downey
Gaeta, on Thursday, December 25, at
5:02 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Emily weighed 7 pounds and 7
ounces and measured 20¼ inches in
length at birth. She is the first child
for the Gaetas.

The baby’s maternal grandmother
is Helen Fisher of Westfield.

Eugene and Loretta Gaeta of
Manasquan are her paternal grand-
parents.

Rescue Squad to Host
Blood Drive Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad will host a blood
drive on Sunday, January 25, on be-
half of the Blood Center of New Jer-
sey. It will take place from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the squad’s building at 335
Watterson Street in Westfield.

For more information about the
blood drive and donating blood, call
(973) 676-4700 or visit the blood
center’s website, bloodnj.org.

Buy a Prom dress together with
your friend and receive

IT TAKES 2 TO TANGO PROM SALE

Sale Ends Mar. 14, 2009
Beat the Rush:

Register your Prom Gown Early

IT PAYS TO TELL A FRIEND!!!!

NJ
www.mademoiselleNJ.com

908-233-0763
Call for an appointment today

$50 OFF
each of your special order gowns.
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908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com
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START SAVING
MONEY NOW!

by Richard A. Bousquet Assoc. Inc

All Saints’ Plans Return
Of Dance, Wine-Cheese

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will host its
second Ballroom Dancing/Wine and
Cheese Tasting event on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in Lea
Hall, the parish hall.

Norbert Ludewig will provide live
music for dancing and listening. Dance
instruction also will be offered. Addi-
tionally, there will be door prizes, a
raffle and various wines and cheeses
to sample. Non-alcoholic beverages
will be served as well, along with
dessert and coffee. Attendees are en-
couraged to dress up for the occasion.

The cost is $25 per person. Childcare
will be provided at no extra charge. To
reserve tickets, call the church at (908)
322-8047. The All Saints’ Episcopal
Church is located at 559 Park Avenue,
across from Park Middle School. Park-
ing is available behind the church and
may be accessed via Church Avenue
to School Place.

Willow Grove to Hold
Medical QiGong Class
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church will of-
fer Medical QiGong, a course of
meditation imagery, on Saturday,
February 7, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
It will be available free of charge and
open to all. Participants are asked to
be on time, as once the class begins,
it cannot be interrupted.

Medical QiGong is a form of medi-
tation that has existed in China for
more than 3,000 years. Several years
ago, a teacher from China came to
the United States and brought with
him a user-friendly version that the
average person can utilize. The goals
of this practice are to relieve stress
and gain health and energy.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Scotch Plains
southside firehouse and near the cor-
ner of South Martine Avenue. The
building is handicap-accessible. Sun-
day morning worship services begin
at 10 a.m.

For more information about Willow
Grove, call the church office Monday
through Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church’s website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

Willow Grove to Hold
Family Game Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will hold
a free Family Game Night for all ages
on Saturday, January 31, from 6 to 9
p.m. Retro games, unique games and
classic favorites will be featured.

Dinner will be a variety of home-
made boboli pizzas and desserts. At-
tendees are invited to bring their fa-
vorite game with them. Reservations
are appreciated but not required.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Scotch Plains southside
firehouse and near the corner of South
Martine Avenue. All the facilities are
handicap-accessible.

Interested individuals are asked to
call the church office at (908) 232-
5678 or to e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org. More
information is available at the church
website, willowgrovechurch.org.

Newcomers Announce
Wine and Cheese Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club
invites new residents and those who
have experienced a recent lifestyle
change such as a marriage, a new
baby or change of employment to
attend its annual Winter Wine and
Cheese event. It will be held on Thurs-
day, February 5, beginning at 8 p.m.
at a member’s home.

During the event, current mem-
bers will highlight club activities
such as a book club, playgroups,
Community Outreach, Ladies Night
Out, Toddler Adventures, Morning
Coffee and Scrapbooking. A raffle
also will be held, with prizes for
prospective new members.

A non-profit social organization,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood New-
comers’ Club offers daytime and
evening activities for women, their
spouses and children. For more in-
formation about the club or the up-
coming Winter Wine and Cheese
event, visit scotchplains.com/new-
comers/. Those interested in attend-
ing the wine and cheese event also
may call Cheryl at (908) 889-7664.

WSL Grant Requests
Due By February 1

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League (WSL) currently is ac-
cepting requests for applications to-
ward grants for 2009. Grants are given
by the WSL to local agencies and
organizations that strive to make
Westfield and its surrounding com-
munities a better place to live.

Grants do not pay salaries, fund
capital campaigns or cover operating
expenses. These grants allow agen-
cies and organizations to reach their
goals, whether it be creating a monu-
ment for war veterans or providing
assistance to families in need.

The WSL runs thrift and consign-
ment shops at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield. Profits from these shops
are used to fund the grants. More than
$2 million has been donated to vari-
ous agencies and organizations in the
WSL’s 76-year history.

Among past recipients are St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center in Eliza-
beth, Westfield Community Center,
Literacy Volunteers of Union County
and the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation.

To be considered for funding, each
agency or organization must submit a
written request to Rosann LiVolsi,
Donations Chairperson, 221 Sylvania
Place, Westfield, N.J. 07090. All com-
pleted applications must be returned
no later than Sunday, February 1.

Miss Lindsey T. Archambault and Vincent J. Fiorino

Miss Lindsey Archambault
To Wed Vincent Fiorino

Steven and Lori Archambault of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Lindsey Taylor Archambault, to
Vincent Joseph Fiorino. Mr. Fiorino,
also a Westfield resident, is the son of
Mrs. Allison Fiorino of Westfield and
the late John Fiorino, a former mem-
ber of the Westfield Fire Department.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Westfield High School in 2006
and from the Union County Fire Acad-
emy in 2007. He currently is a volun-
teer firefighter with the Garwood Fire
Department and also is a certified
Emergency Medical Technician.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School with honors

in 2008 and presently is attending
college. She is seeking a degree in
psychology.

Both Miss Archambault and Mr.
Fiorino are lifelong residents of the
Town of Westfield and met while
attending high school.

The couple plans to marry in the
winter of 2011.
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GIVING WARMTH…The Presbyterian Kindergarten classes of Westfield spread
the warmth this winter by collecting more than 40 coats and blankets. The
children tied up their donations with cards to be given to the AGAPE soup kitchen
in Elizabeth.

Literacy Group Seeks
Volunteer Tutors

AREA – Literacy Volunteers is seek-
ing individuals interested in becoming
volunteer tutors for adults hoping to
learn to read, write or speak English.
Only one hour a week is needed. Free
training and certification is offered by
Literacy Volunteers of Union County.

A free information session will take
place on Tuesday, January 27, at the
Plainfield Library, located at 800 Park
Avenue. Light refreshments will be
served from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., with
an overview of the literacy program
to follow from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. To
register, e-mail susan@lvaunion.org
or call Susan at (908) 755-7998.

CONTACT We Care Plans
Open House on February 9

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline, will hold an open house event
on Monday, February 9, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
The public is invited to attend and
learn about volunteer opportunities
with the award-winning organization.

Recently named “2008 Best State-
wide Volunteer Organization” by the
New Jersey Governor’s Office of
Volunteerism, the 33-year-old, non-
profit organization is devoted to of-
fering the gift of listening to callers in
need. Since first opening its doors in
1975, CONTACT has trained more
than 1,000 volunteers.

The next training class will begin
on Monday, February 23, in Westfield.
CONTACT’s 50-hour volunteer train-
ing includes presentations by experts
in active listening, grief recovery,
mental health issues, substance abuse,
spirituality and suicide prevention.

Along with a presentation by Train-
ing Director Susan Fasano, the open
house will feature a special presenta-
tion on “Recipe for a Healthy Life,”
given by Holistic Health Counselor

Sharon Goldner of Westfield. CON-
TACT has described her program as
“an interactive, fun and informative
presentation.”

Ms. Goldner is a graduate of the
Institute of Integrative Nutrition in
New York City and was trained as a
vegetarian chef at the Natural Gour-
met Institute for Health and Culinary
Arts in New York City. Certified by
the American Association of Drugless
Practitioners and Columbia Univer-
sity Teacher’s College, she assists
individuals in making the connection
between food, the mind and the body.

“CONTACT’s open house is a won-
derful opportunity for members of
the community to learn more about
our unique direct service organiza-
tion and to meet and talk to current
CONTACT volunteers,” said David
Owens, executive director. “We are
also pleased to provide our current
and prospective volunteers with
Sharon Goldner’s inspiring and em-
powering presentation about health
and well-being.”

For more information or to respond
for the open house, call (908) 301-
1899.

Seminar Series to Address
Grief and Healing Process

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church will offer its eight-
week seminar entitled “Healing the
Grieving Heart – A Journey to Whole-
ness” beginning on Sunday, February
8, and running through March 29.

Patti Williams, a Registered Nurse
and pastoral bereavement counselor,
and Dr. Virginia Waters, a psycholo-
gist, will lead the seminar sessions.
They will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. in
the church’s Mettam Lounge, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

The eight sessions will include learn-
ing about the stages and tasks involved
in the grieving process; coping mecha-
nisms; how to take care of oneself; the
changes, challenges and choices that
occur; examining one’s spiritual jour-
ney; creating memories and coping with

the holidays; coping with loneliness
and feelings of being disconnected, and
experiencing a special candlelight ser-
vice that includes the labyrinth walk
and a time for fellowship.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters have
led this seminar for eight years. Both
of them, and all of the facilitators,
have experienced significant loss
within their families and lives. This
seminar is dedicated to Mrs. Will-
iams’ late husband, the Reverend Dr.
Bruce D. Williams, who had a vision
for the seminar and had sought to
help those coping with loss.

All are welcome. Participants are
invited to bring family members and
friends. There is no charge. To regis-
ter, call the church office at (908)
276-8440.

Art Show-Auction to Benefit
Temple Sholom Programs

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host an
art show and live auction on Satur-
day, February 7, to raise funds for
the temple’s various community, cul-
tural and education programs. It will
be held at the temple’s Westminster
Hall, located at 74 South Martine
Avenue, at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues, in Fanwood.

Presented by AJRoss Auctions of
Holbrook, N.Y., the show will feature
works from well-known artists such as
Chagall, Dali, Picasso, Renoir,
Rockwell and Warhol. All the artwork
will be custom-framed and matted, and
opening bids will be up to 50 percent
lower than framed gallery prices. The
150-lot auction also will include sports,
music and entertainment memorabilia.

Previews of the art and auction items
will begin at 7:30 p.m., and the auction
itself will start at 8:30 p.m. MasterCard,
Visa and American Express will be
accepted for auction purchases.

Admission will be $12 per person.
Hors d’oeuvres, coffee and cake will
be served, and a door prize will be
given away. The temple also is solic-
iting local advertisers for the pro-
gram guide. The advertisers journal
will be given to all attendees along

with the auction program. For adver-
tising information, call Nan Fechtner
at (908) 756-4516. For tickets and
additional information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

NAMI Panelists to Discuss
Mental Health Concerns

AREA – The Union County chap-
ter of the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness (NAMI) invites area resi-
dents to join its “Circle of Friends”
for a free, informal evening of dis-
cussion on Monday, January 26.

Panel member Joyce Benz, a Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker and
director of the Intensive Family Sup-
port Services of the Mental Health
Association in New Jersey, will fa-
cilitate an exploration of various top-
ics affecting persons with mental
illness.

A second panel member, Elaine
Jeffers, will provide expertise from
her years as a psychiatric nurse. With
30 years of nursing experience, she
has worked as a case manager and
legal nurse consultant and developed
and implemented a psycho-educa-
tion program on schizophrenia.

The panel of four will be com-
pleted by two NAMI members who

will offer insight from their own
experiences in dealing with the men-
tal illness of a family member.

This program will serve as an
opportunity for participants with
common interests to share informa-
tion. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their questions, address their
concerns and learn about the latest
issues in the field of mental health.

A free copy of “Resource Guide –
Help in Navigating the Mental
Health System in Union County”
and other handouts will be avail-
able to attendees.

The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, located at 1689 Raritan Road
in Clark. Refreshments will be served.
For more information, or in the event
of inclement weather, call (908) 233-
1628. Information also is available at
nami-nj-uc.org or by e-mail at
nami.union.nj@nami.org.

Guitarist Biedermann
To Perform at Library
WESTFIELD – Acoustic guitarist

Peter Biedermann will play at the
Westfield Memorial Library on
Wednesday, January 28, at 7 p.m. Mr.
Biedermann has been writing and
performing original instrumental
music for more than 30 years.

While his music covers multiple
genres in the electronic and acoustic
fields, his performance at the library
will focus on acoustic fingerstyle
pieces in unique tunings on various
six- and 12-string guitars. Mr.
Biedermann also is host of “Sound In
The Head,” an Internet radio show.

To register for this program and to
learn more about other library pro-
grams for children, teenagers or adults,
visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the calendar or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Located at 550 East Broad Street,
the library is open from 9:30 a.m. to
9 p.m. Monday through Thursday,
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Peter Biedermann

Gertie Sloan Earns Award
From Arthritis Foundation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Gertie Sloan recently received
the Community Outreach Award from
the New Jersey Chapter of the Arthri-
tis Foundation during the Foundation’s
Volunteer Recognition Event.

This fourth annual event was held
at the Newark Marriott. Ms. Sloan
has been an Aquatic Program in-
structor with the Foundation for the
past 17 years. She teaches a class at
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

More than 330 people attended
the Saturday morning breakfast, with
more than half of them dressed up as
aliens or creatures from outer space
in conjunction with the event theme:
“Volunteers are Out of this World.”

During the event, volunteers were
recognized for their significant
achievements and contributions to
the New Jersey Chapter of the Ar-
thritis Foundation.

The Community Outreach Award is
given to an individual who volunteers
with the Arthritis Foundation on both
the program side and the development
side. The volunteer must understand
and incorporate the “full picture” into
volunteer activities and have the abil-
ity to incorporate the mission of the
Arthritis Foundation into both devel-
opment and program activities.

Ms. Sloan has traveled long dis-
tances and made trips into
underserved communities in order to
bring Arthritis Foundation programs
into diverse communities throughout
New Jersey. As an instructor, she has
helped people with arthritis take con-
trol of their health and formed a sup-
port system for her students.

“The staff of the Arthritis Founda-
tion is very dedicated and concerned
for people with arthritis,” Ms. Sloan
said. “I share my training with other
instructors so that they may teach
people with arthritis how to take
control of their own wellbeing.”

In addition to her work as an Ar-
thritis Foundation leader and certi-
fied trainer, Ms. Sloan serves as a
mentor, reaching out to newly certi-
fied leaders. “I hope that exercising
will empower people to live life to the
fullest,” she said.

The Arthritis Foundation, a nation-
wide, non-profit health organization,
seeks to help people take greater con-
trol of arthritis by leading efforts to
prevent, control and cure arthritis and
related disease. For free information,
including simple strategies to improve
health and limit the impact of arthritis,
contact the Arthritis Foundation at
(732) 283-4300 or access arthritis.org.

STAR VOLUNTEER…Geraldine Inman, center, receives the Community Out-
reach Award from the New Jersey Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation on behalf
of her instructor, Gertie Sloan of Scotch Plains, who teaches a class at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA. Pictured with her are Doreen Tabussi, 2007
Community Outreach Award recipient, and Zvi Eiref, a board member with the
chapter. They are shown at the organization’s recent Volunteer Recognition
Event, which featured the theme “Volunteers are Out of this World.”

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

The Westfield Memorial Library 
presents:

PETER
BIEDERMANN

SOLO  
ACOUSTIC  
GUITARIST 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
at 7:00 pm 

Come here original, acoustic fingerstyle pieces   
on six- and twelve-string guitars.

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library and 
MURAL cardholders. Go to the library website at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on Calendar to
register, or call 908.789.4090 x 4140.

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Dentistry for Infants, Children

Adolecents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Dr. Julianne Kane D.M.D.

Julie Jong D.M.D.

Laser Dentistry

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road • Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com

JANUARY CLEARANCE
GET THE FINEST FURNITURE AT

INCREDIBLE PRICES!!
UPTO50%OFF
AND MORE !

Our Answer to Improving the Economy
• Amer i can-Made • Agress ive  Pr i c ing

RUSH IN, WHILE THEY LAST!

• Henkel-Harris SALE - Now 45-50% Off  • Kindel Clearance

Extra 10% Off Stickley 1/2 Price Truckload Items

Lunch Special:

42A South Martine Avenue, Fanwood
Across From Irma’s Hallmark 908-322-8300

Order ANY Sandwich

On Our Menu and

Get...
 a pickel and a small bag of chips or apple
and a side of potato or mac or cole slaw

Mon. thru Fri.

10am to 2pm

10% OFF Catering Order of 20 People or More

FREE
FREE DELIVERY
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Richard C. Decker, 81, Family Man;
Navy Veteran and Fitness Advocate

Richard Chester Decker of
Longmont, Colo. died on Saturday,
January 3, 2009, following a battle
with multiple chronic illnesses. He
was 81. Mr. Decker was attended at
the moment of his pass-
ing by family members.

Mr. Decker was born in
Orange, N.J. on July 10,
1927. His family moved
to Scotch Plains, where
he grew up and attended
high school. By his jun-
ior year, he had moved
with his family to
Plainfield, where he met
and fell in love with Betty
Youngman.

Mr. Decker, known as
Dick, joined the Navy in
June of 1945 and was assigned to the
destroyer tender USS Dixie. He par-
ticipated in Operation Crossroads in
the Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, in
April 1946, part of a task force or-
dered “to test the effect of the Atom
Bomb on naval vessels.” Dick wit-
nessed two atomic bomb blasts at
close range as part of this human
experiment by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. He obtained his high school
diploma and was assigned as a ma-
chinist to the USS Prairie, and spent
much of his remaining three years in
the service stationed in China and
San Diego.

Following honorable discharge from
the Navy, Dick married his high school
sweetheart on October 15, 1949 at the
Hydewood Baptist Church in North

Plainfield, N.J. After the wedding, he
drove with Betty across the country in
a Model A Ford to San Diego County,
where they raised their three children.

Dick worked at many different jobs
throughout his life, in
auto parts, water service,
masonry, plumbing, and
fiberglass construction,
to name a few. He was
always happiest working
with his hands, and,
though he moved a great
deal, he always left the
homes in improved con-
dition.

Dick was a loving fa-
ther and husband who al-
ways provided selflessly
for his family, including

working two jobs to put his youngest
son through college. He was a lover of
physical fitness and a very active par-
ticipant in and advocate of the natural
health movement before it became
popular. Dick taught his children and
grandchildren love of Christ, humil-
ity, respect for self and others, and awe
of nature. He had a gift for keeping
things alive through an undying play-
ful spirit. He will be greatly missed.

Surviving him are his wife, Eliza-
beth Louise; his brother, David Ross;
his children, Kathleen Louise, John
Christian and Richard Daniel; his
grandchildren, Jacob, Tami, Greg,
Lisa, Gaelan and Heidi; his great-
grandchildren, Jessica, Shane, Joshua,
Reanna, Richard and Ryan; his
nephew, Paul, and his nieces, Deborah
and Dinah.

Private family services have been
held.

Please share your thoughts, memo-
ries and condolences at
www.howemortuary.com.

January 22, 2009

Richard C. Decker

Fred J. Kaufhold, 52
Fred J. Kaufhold, 52, of Westfield

died on Tuesday, January 13, at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark.

Born in Kearny, he was raised in
North Arlington and lived in Westfield
for 22 years.

Mr. Kaufhold received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and ran his fam-
ily business, North Arlington Mo-
tors, until 2002.

His father, Louis Kaufhold, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are his wife of 28 years,
Sue Taskovitz Kaufhold; two sons,
Andrew Kaufhold and Michael
Kaufhold; a daughter, Melanie
Kaufhold; his mother, Edna Kaufhold,
and a brother, Carl Kaufhold.

A memorial gathering was held on
Saturday, January 17, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity.

January 22, 2009

Public Is Invited to Tour
Trailside Museum Tonight

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will offer a “Night at the Mu-
seum”  tour for adults, 18 years old
and up, at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center  tonight, Thursday,
January 22, from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.

“The Trailside Nature and Science
Center, with its state-of-the-art ex-
hibits, is one of Union County’s jew-
els, and this is a perfect opportunity
to experience its dazzle,” said Free-
holder Al Mirabella. “This tour will
inspire you to bring friends and fam-
ily to Trailside for a future tour of
your own.”

A park naturalist will serve as tour
guide as participants observe the en-
vironment of the Watchung Reserva-
tion interpreted through innovative
and educational displays. The
evening’s highlights will include the

35-foot Beech Tree Exhibit filling the
spacious atrium; the Native Ameri-
can walk-in wigwam, and the Night
Theatre, an audio-visual presentation
of the sights and sounds of nocturnal
animals.

The fee is $8 per person for Union
County residents and $10 per person
for non-residents. Pre-registration is
preferred as space is limited. Doors
will open at 7 p.m., 15 minutes prior
to the event. Light refreshments will
be served.

For additional information about this
event or other programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside. The
Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE…More than 100 Junior Girl Scouts from throughout
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey’s (GSHNJ) 138-community jurisdiction took
part in Junior Weekend at Camp Hoover in early December. They participated
in a variety of activities that helped them earn Outdoor Cook, Outdoor Creativity
and Fun and Fit badges. The girls also enjoyed an evening campfire with songs and
apple cobbler. For more on GSHNJ, which serves Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside, Garwood and Berkeley Heights, visit gshnj.org.

– Obituaries –

AMAZON TRAIL…Fourth-grade students at Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield recently have been studying the Amazon Rainforest. The students
determined where rainforests exist, learned about rainforest habitats and mea-
sured temperature and humidity. They also transformed the school hallway into
a virtual rainforest, complete with vines, plants, animals and sounds of the
rainforest.

Jeanne W. Probst, 88
Jeanne W. Probst, 88, of Jackson-

ville, Fla. died on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., she had
lived in Venezuela and Westfield for
many years before moving to Jack-
sonville many years ago.

A graduate of Grove City College
and Penn State University, Mrs. Probst
taught English before her marriage.

She was an active member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
45 years and also taught Sunday
school while living in Venezuela.

Mrs. Probst was a member of Gamma
Phi Beta Sorority and alumni chapter.

Surviving are her husband of 65
years, David Probst; a daughter,
Pamela Dunn of Orange Park, Fla.; a
son, Lynn Probst of Pittsburgh, Pa.;
her sister, Leona Bishop of Albany,
N.Y.; four grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.

Private funeral services were held
under the direction of the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida, McGraw Center, 4715
Worrall Way, Jacksonville, Fla. 32224.

January 22, 2009

FRIENDLY GATHERING…Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield gather
recently at B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield for a holiday lunch and bridge-
playing afternoon. The club’s recreation department sponsors this activity to
create a social and card-playing get-together. Non-members also are welcome to
join in the fun. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Jean Partner-Jones and
Gloria Abitante, and front row, Marjorie Wieseman and Nancy Rainville.

Meeting to Offer Look
At Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will celebrate local historic
homes and landmarks at its monthly
meetings in 2009, beginning with its
inaugural meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, at 8 p.m. It will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
on Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The historical society will kick off
the year with a look at the Osborn
Family Home, most commonly re-
ferred to as the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum. Built circa 1750, it
is located at 1840 Front Street in
Scotch Plains.

History, pictures, letters from former
residents and stories will be shared
during the upcoming program. Admis-
sion is free and all are welcome. Colo-
nial-style refreshments and fellowship
will follow the program. For further
information, call Richard Bousquet,
president, at (908) 232-1199.

Center For Hope to Honor
Ellen Ramer at Charity Ball
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Center

For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will host its 23rd annual Charity Ball
on Saturday, February 21, from 7:30
p.m. to midnight at L’Affaire Fine
Catering, located at 1099 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside.

Each year, one individual is honored
at the dinner for embodying the mis-
sion and dream of the Center For Hope.
The center’s mission is to provide ter-
minally ill patients with the natural,
humane care known as hospice, and
their families and other loved ones with
physical, emotional and spiritual sup-
port during their time of need, without
concern for race, ethnicity, religious
affiliation or ability to pay.

Ellen Ramer has been chosen as this
year’s honoree and the recipient of the
Coloney-Hudson Award. Ms. Ramer
will be recognized for the strong sup-
port she has given the Center For Hope
over the last few years to assure the
completion of its newest facility, Peggy
Coloney’s House at Hope Village. She
is the owner of Martin Jewelers in
Cranford and a supporter of the center’s
Annual Golf Outing.

The cost to attend the event is $75,
which includes a full-course dinner,

open bar and music for dancing. The
deadline for placing an ad in the ad
journal for the event is Thursday,
February 5. For tickets or ad journal
information, call (908) 889-7780.

UCC to Present Course
On New Jersey Raptors

CRANFORD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, the Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Edu-
cation at Union County College will
offer a one-hour course on New Jer-
sey raptors.

In this one-hour session, scheduled
to be held from 11 a.m. to noon,
attendees will learn about a variety of
hawks and owls that can be found
throughout New Jersey. Participants
will be able to view at close range an
actual raptor and will learn what
makes a raptor unique.

With a presentation of a raptor or
two from The Raptor Trust, partici-
pants will also learn the adaptations
these predatory birds use to be both
daytime and nighttime hunters.

This course will be presented by
The Raptor Trust, one of the premier
wild bird rehabilitation centers in the
United States and a national leader in
the fields of raptor conservation and
avian rehabilitation.

The course cost is $21. For more
information, call (908) 709-7600.

Holy Name Society Sets
Pancake Breakfast Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Holy
Name Society of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will hold its Annual Pancake Break-
fast on Sunday, February 8. It will
take place in the St. Bartholomew’s
cafeteria after the 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m.,
10:30 a.m. and noon church masses.

Marco Soorial of the Highlander
Restaurant in Scotch Plains will pre-
pare pancakes and sausages for all.

The cost is $6 each for adults and
children 13 and older; $5 each for
children ages 4 to 12, and free for
children 3 and under. The maximum
cost per family will be $14.

All teachers and staff of St.
Bartholomew Academy and the Con-
fraternity of Christian Doctrine
(CCD) program are invited as guests
of the Holy Name Society.

Library Friends Post Dates
For Book Sale Donations

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are asking area residents to donate
used books and audio-visual materi-
als, and/or to volunteer a few hours to
help with its used book sale to be held
in March. Donated items will be col-
lected starting on Sunday, January
25, and ending on Sunday, March 1.

Donations need to be in good, re-
salable condition. The Friends are
seeking fiction, non-fiction,
children’s books, how-to books and
cookbooks, among other genres.
Lightly used compact disks, DVDs
and books-on-tape also are welcome,
particularly items that are of interest
to children.

The Friends cannot accept sets of
encyclopedias, Reader’s Digest con-
densed books, old textbooks or books
that are damaged, water-soaked or
otherwise not in good condition. Ad-
ditionally, cassettes and VHS tapes
will not be accepted or offered this
year.

“Due to a busy schedule of winter
programs, our library director requests
that the public respect the posted do-

nation dates and times to avoid dis-
turbing library staff and patrons,” said
Friends President Lori Klein.

The Friends group will have vol-
unteers on hand on Sunday, January
25, Saturday, January 31, Thursday,
February 19, Saturday and Sunday,
February 21 and 22, and Saturday,
February 28, to help patrons unload
their cartons and bags of books.

A separate Children’s Book Sale
will be held on Saturday and Sun-
day, March 14 and 15. The regular
book sale will be held Thursday
through Saturday, March 19 to 21,
with a preview night for Friends
members only on Wednesday, March
18, from 6 to 8 p.m. Proceeds will go
to support ongoing library programs
and are used to purchase items for
the library. More than $61,000 has
been donated to the library due to the
success of the annual sale.

Interested volunteers may sign up
at the circulation desk at the library
or can call the library at (908) 322-
5007. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

‘Super Bowl’ Benefit
To Aid Sick Youngster
AREA – Clark Policeman’s Benevo-

lent Association Local No. 125 and
American Legion Post No. 328 will
hold a benefit for a four-year-old Clark
youngster who has been diagnosed
with a serious medical condition.

“A Very Special Super Bowl Party
for Jason Greenbush” will take place
on Saturday, January 31, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Arthur L. Johnson High
School on Westfield Avenue in Clark.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5
for children under 12. They may be
purchased at Clark police headquar-
ters, 315 Westfield Avenue, week-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; American
Legion Post No. 328, 78 Westfield
Avenue in Clark, and Pompeii Piz-
zeria, 72 Westfield Avenue in Clark.

To purchase tickets in advance or
to make any type of donation to this
event, call (732) 381-3717. Either
Police Officer John Doherty or
Steven Francisco will return calls.
Charitable donations should be made
payable to: Clark P.B.A. Local No.
125, with “Jason Greenbush” in the
memo line.

Penn State THON Students
To Visit Westfield Saturday

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Gregory Ryan, a senior at Penn State,
and fellow members of the Penn
State School of Theater will be in
Westfield on Saturday, January 24,
to help youngsters with cancer.

The Penn State School of Theater
THON Organization is a branch of
Penn State THON, the world’s larg-
est student-run philanthropy. THON
is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to helping raise money to fight
pediatric cancer. All of the money
that is raised goes directly to the
Four Diamonds Fund at Hershey
Medical Center in Hershey, Pa.

Monies raised help families pay for
their child’s treatment, helps improve

their facilities and goes to research.
The students raise most of this

money through canning trips.
Through this project, they go back to
the hometowns of fellow group mem-
bers and stand outside various stores,
restaurants, businesses and other es-
tablishments with a donation can ask-
ing people for a donation. Last year
alone, the students raised more than
$6.6 million.

On Saturday, the students will be
at Bagel Chateau, Vicki’s Diner and
Dunkin’ Donuts in the morning. In
the afternoon, they will be at Drug
Fair and Stop and Shop in Westfield,
as well as Five Below on Route 22,
East, in Springfield.

Hiking Club Provides
Outdoor Opportunities

AREA – The Union County Hik-
ing Club offers a regular schedule of
hiking and bicycling activities, most
of which take place in central and
northern New Jersey. Membership
dues are $10 per year.

Prospective members are invited to
try out the club by participating in up
to three outings before joining. To
request a complimentary schedule that
includes a new member application,
call Union County Parks at (908)
527-4900.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER…The red-shouldered hawks pictured above are among
the exhibits that will be featured during a “Night at the Museum” tour at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center tonight, Thursday, January 22, from 7:15 to
8:30 p.m. Trailside is located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside. The
fee is $8 per person for Union County residents and $10 for non-county partici-
pants. Light refreshments will be served.
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FINE-TUNED GIFT…Westfield kindergarten students Kaitlyn Vandernoll and
Travis Smith admire the new piano donated to Lincoln School’s Early Childhood
Learning Center by the Westfield Coalition for the Arts. Coalition President
Margaret Smith, standing, noted that the organization donated close to $22,000 to
enhance fine arts in the Westfield public schools last year. Lincoln music teacher
Elaine Murray, seated, said, “I’m thrilled to have the piano here. I am looking
forward to playing it in next week’s sing-a-long assemblies. The piano helps students
stay in tempo and in pitch. It is a wonderful, generous gift for our school.”

SPECIAL BOND…Grandpersons and
special friends were invited to share a
host of special activities inside and out-
side of classrooms to mark
Grandperson’s Day at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison last year.
Pictured above, Alexandra Lack of
Westfield, a second grader, shares a
project with her grandmother, Jeannie
Lucas. Alexandra is the daughter of
Simon and Karen Lack.

New Grants Support
Cranford Public Schools

CRANFORD – Since June, the
Cranford Public School District was
awarded new grants and given dona-
tions to support its literacy, health,
music, technology and enrichment
programs and purchases. Manager of
Grants Stephen Izzo, with the sup-
port of district teachers, helped make
this happen. The grants and dona-
tions are as follows:

Literacy — A $15,000 Check into
Literacy grant from the Verizon Foun-
dation made through the generosity
of customers who donate $1-per-
month will strengthen the Cranford
School District Academy (CSDA),
an intensive, weekend remedial read-
ing program guided by Lead Instruc-
tor Lorraine Madden.

The grant will fund added technol-
ogy, professional development and
program-measurement tools. Wal-
Mart ($3,500), The United Way
($3,500), Investors Savings Bank
($2,500), The Cranford Jaycees
($1,875) and JACLO Industries
($1,875) are other recent supporters
of literacy in Cranford.

Health — $2,200 in Special Pro-
grams donations is helping fund Hill-
side Avenue School’s Magic Carpet
Health Program, envisioned and man-
aged by physical education/health
teacher Lucy Diaz. Using a 30-foot
nylon multi-activity carpet, students
can play a number of games, includ-
ing golf, bowling, shuffleboard and
skeet-ball, while learning rules, math
skills, teamwork and sportsmanship.

Music — $1,225 in Special Pro-
grams donations enabled Brookside
Place School (BPS) to purchase a
much-needed double bass for its or-
chestra, which is led by strings teacher
Jeannine Mongeon. Students raised
more than $400 of the needed funds
through a pretzel sale held prior to
BPS’s Holiday Concert.

Technology — A host of grants are
easing the strain on school budgets
for key technology purchases, which
include:

$25,000 in Learn and Serve
America grant funds, supporting the
purchase of SmartBoards and ser-

vice-learning materials at Brookside
Place, Livingston Avenue, Walnut
Avenue and Cranford High Schools.

$11,000 in new monies funding the
district’s use of Honeywell’s Emer-
gency Messaging System. A $5,500
PRIDE Grant from the Cranford Edu-
cation Association — its second for
this purpose in as many years — along
with $5,500 in Special Programs do-
nations, again helping ensure the safety
of students and effective communica-
tion with the community.

Donations funding new headphones
for LEAP students using the com-
puter-based SuccessMaker Program,
through which they are improving
math and language-arts skills.

Enrichment — Nearly $4,500 in
donated gift cards, gift certificates or
goods are helping to fund field trips,
assemblies, and fundraising auctions,
including:

Field trips to the Brooklyn
Aquarium, the Bronx Zoo and to
Sleeping Beauty at the State Theater
of New Jersey by students attending
Lincoln Avenue School.

A field trip to the Camden Adven-
ture Aquarium by Cranford High
School’s Outdoor Education Club.

A “Just the Bear Facts” assembly
for students at Walnut Avenue School,
courtesy of the Peaquest Trout Hatch-
ery and NJ Division of Fish and Wild-
life.

Toys from The Rocking Horse in
Cranford supporting LEAP for Toys
Program, which helps to motivate
academic and behavioral success by
students at Lincoln Avenue School.

BPS’s Fallfest, at which auctioned
gift certificates donated by Gold Medal
Fitness, Parisi’s Speed School and just-
opened Strength Fitness Gym in
Cranford are supporting PTA efforts.

READER MEET AUTHOR…McKinley Elementary School Principal Claudia
Andreski read to a packed house at the Barnes and Noble in Clark to help raise
money for McKinley’s cultural-arts program. The money raised goes towards its
“meet the author” assembly programs, which help students learn about the
writing process from a variety of children’s book authors.

Holy Trinity Celebrates
Catholic Schools Week

WESTFIELD – Plans are under-
way at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School to celebrate Catholic Schools
Week from January 25 through Janu-
ary 31. The theme for this year is
“Celebrate Service.”

Sister Maureen Fichner, principal,
announced that the weeklong celebra-
tion would begin with Masses on
January 25 celebrated at the three co-
sponsoring parishes, Holy Trinity and
St. Helen in Westfield and Our Lady
of Lourdes in Mountainside.

Students will participate in all the
Masses along with parent speakers
offering reflections on their Trinity
experience. The St. Helen’s liturgy
takes place at 9:15 a.m., Our Lady of
Lourdes at 9:30 a.m. and Holy Trinity
at noon.

An open house and registration ses-
sion will be held at the Westfield cam-
pus following the noon Mass at Holy

Trinity Church. An open house and
registration session will take place at
the Mountainside campus following
the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Our Lady of
Lourdes.

Many events are scheduled to mark
the week, including a faculty break-
fast, pizza parties, pep rallies, volley-
ball games and movie time. The fes-
tivities will conclude on Friday with
a Faculty Luncheon hosted by the
Home and School Association. The
students will enjoy a private after-
noon skating party at U.S. Skates in
Woodbridge.

The second annual talent show will
be held at Our Lady of Lourdes on
January 31, at 7 p.m. Proceeds from
the show will benefit the children of
Kenya with whom computer teacher
Delia Chamorro has been working.
Mrs. Chamorro travels to Kenya to do
mission work every year.

“Catholic Schools Week allows the
community special time to celebrate
the goodness and success of not just
our school but of Catholic schools
throughout the world. Service is a
long-standing tradition in Catholic
education and a foundation of church
social teaching,” Sister Maureen said.

Jeannie McGovern and Rose
McEwen chair the Catholic School
Week ‘09. Ms. McGovern said: “This
is a wonderful time for us to recog-
nize the many people who work to-
gether to make our school great.”

Parents may also receive informa-
tion about enrolling children in the
Middle-states-accredited school by
calling (908) 233-0484 for Westfield
(Grades 1-8) and (908) 233-1899 for
Mountainside (Pre-K 2 ½ to Kinder-
garten).

Poetry Becomes
Interdisciplinary

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains has
been using an enhanced method of
interdisciplinary education that com-
bines different areas of academia to
create an innovative learning envi-
ronment for students.

In a recent Advanced Placement
English lesson, as the students were
studying sonnets written by the Ital-
ian poet Petrarch, they inquired about
the difficulty of translating literature,
especially poetry, where every word
is carefully chosen.

In an effort to understand this prac-
tice better, AP teacher Barbara
Dellanno paired up with Italian
teacher C.J. Urso, who visited the
class and read aloud Petrarch’s po-
ems in Italian.

This lesson, which brought the
combined talents of both teachers into
one classroom, allowed for a more
complete understanding of Petrarch’s
works and brought the words to life
for the students.

Mrs. Dellanno said, “This was an
interdisciplinary experience that pro-
duced a great learning opportunity
not only for my students but for me as
well. We now have a better under-
standing of what can be ‘lost in trans-
lation’ and the steps we can take to
ensure this does not happen in the
reading of these historic works.”

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

800-762-8378
32nd
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 HIALEAH, FL  — An ingredient  of-
ten used to treat inflammation in
racehorse’s legs, is now back on the
market in its original doctor recom-
mended clinical strength formula.
   According to a national drug store
survey, the formula at one time became
so popular that it rose to the top of phar-
macy sales for topical pain relievers.
But the company marketing the prod-
uct at the time changed the formula and
sales plummeted.  One of the inven-
tors of the original formula has brought
it back to the market under the trade
name ARTH ARREST and says it can
relieve pain for millions.
    ARTH ARREST works by a dual
mechanism whereby one ingredient re-
lieves pain immediately, while a sec-
ond ingredient seeks out and destroys
the pain messenger signal before it can
be sent to the brain.  Considered a
medical miracle by some, the ARTH
ARREST formula is useful  in the treat-
ment of painful disorders ranging from
minor aches and pains to more serious
conditions such as arthritis, bursitis,
rheumatism, tendonitis, backache and
more.
   ARTH ARREST is available in a con-
venient roll-on applicator at pharma-
cies without a prescription or call 1-
800-339-3301.  Now available at:

Horse Liniment
Erases Pain

Pingry Wins Grant to
Promote the Classics
AREA — The Pingry School of

Martinsville has won a grant from
The Classical Association of the At-
lantic States (CAAS), whose mission
is to strengthen the teaching of, and
research and foster public support
for, the languages, civilizations and
cultures of ancient Greece and Rome.

The grant will be used for the middle
school’s first “Classics Day” on
March 13, 2009.

Classics Day, a full-day event for
students in Grades 7 and 8, is being
coordinated by Latin teacher Marga-
ret Kelleher, who graduated from
Pingry in 2001.

Each student will attend workshops
that focus on how the Classical world
impacts various modern disciplines,
including drama, art, English, his-
tory, science, athletics and music.

“This opportunity is perfect for our
middle school students. It will help
facilitate the interdisciplinary nature
of education,” said Susan Forrester, a
Pingry Latin teacher who is a mem-
ber of CAAS and applied for the
grant. The funds will be used for
supplies, publicity, and other costs of
the day’s activities.

‘Soprano-Like’ Thugs
Invade Guys and Dolls

SCOTCH PLAINS – As Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Rep-
ertory Theatre continues to update
the perennial favorite Guys and Dolls
for this spring’s show, audiences
should imagine the cast of “The So-
pranos” invading a classic American
1950’s musical, which is under Disney
direction.

Mary Lynn Dobson returns after a
one-year hiatus to direct the produc-
tion and plans to infuse the show with
a contemporary feel. Two years ago,
Ms. Dobson breathed new life into
Once Upon A Mattress and picked up
14 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Award nominations in the process.

Ms. Dobson, an accomplished play-
wright whose latest work, The Some-
what True Tale of Robin Hood, is
currently being performed through-
out the country as well as four other
countries worldwide, said, “I’m so
happy to be back with this talented
group of kids and I’m looking for-
ward to putting a new spin on this
classic of American theater.”

Also new to the team is Production
Manager/Assistant Director Lauren
Mazzarese, an accomplished actor,
voice and drama teacher and a gradu-
ate of The Tisch School of the Per-
forming Arts at New York University.
Ms. Mazzarese will work on vocal
technique with the students.

“We’re thrilled to welcome Lauren

and to welcome back Mary Lynn,” said
John Brzozowski, musical director at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
“With our veteran choreographer, Gisa
DiIorio, we have an outstanding team
that will give our kids a real feel for
working in a professional environment.”

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 13, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 14, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
15, at 3 p.m., Thursday, March 19, at
8 p.m, Friday, March 20, at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, March 21, at 8 p.m.

All performances take place at the
Maya Ungar Memorial Auditorium
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, located at 667 Westfield Road
in Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by e-
mailing reptix@comcast.net. Prices
are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors (age
60 and up) and $8 for students. Please
include performance dates, number
and type of tickets, and total amount
due. Payment can be made by cash or
check made out to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Repertory Theatre.

Payment may be mailed with ticket
order or made at the time of ticket
pick-up, in the front lobby of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Monday or Wednesday evenings from
7 to 8 p.m. beginning February 4 (no
pick-up on Monday, February 16).

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533.

Woman’s Club Invites
Area Public to Join

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Woman’s Club recently invited the pub-
lic to join the organization and enjoy its
numerous interesting activities.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield’s
community contributions include as-
sisting the Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, boy and girl Scouts, United Fund,
Overlook Hospice, Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care, as well as
many others.

The ongoing volunteer services sup-
port meals for the needy, shelters for
abused women, Christmas treats for
veterans, hours spent at the Food Bank
and many more.

Interesting speakers, social events
and recreation contribute to a well-
rounded program.

Open enrollment is ongoing. All are
welcome to join, and membership is
not limited to Westfield residents.

For further information, brochure and
application, contact: Woman’s Club of
Westfield, P.O. Box 2428, Westfield,
N.J. 07091 or call (908) 233-2339.

Kindergarten Registration
Begins For Lincoln School

WESTFIELD – The following dates
and times have been scheduled for
kindergarten registration at Lincoln
School, the Early Childhood Learning
Center of the Westfield Public Schools:

Evening registration: Monday, Janu-
ary 26, from 7 to 9 p.m.; Monday,
February 2, from 6 to 8 p.m.;

Afternoon registration: Tuesday,
February 3, Wednesday, February 4,
and Thursday, February 5, from 1 to
3:30 p.m.

Morning registration: Tuesday,
January 27, Wednesday, January 28,
Thursday, January 29, from 9 to 11:30
a.m.

Parents are asked to check the Lin-
coln School website at
westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln for instruc-
tions regarding what is needed to bring
to registration.

Registration will take place at Lin-
coln School, located at 728 Westfield
Avenue, and parents can call (908)
789-4455 after December 14 to make
an appointment.

Any Westfield child who reaches
his or her fifth birthday on or before
October 1, 2009, is eligible to register.
In the event of a delayed opening or
school closing due to inclement
weather, registration for that day will
be rescheduled. Please check the Lin-
coln School website for school clo-
sures.

The following are among the docu-
ments that needed to be brought to the
scheduled appointment for kindergar-
ten registration to ensure registration
without delay:

Birth certificate with raised seal from
the Bureau of Vital Statistics, proof of
residence (utility bill, tax bill, lease,

closing statement, voter’s registration)
and proof of immunization: diphthe-
ria, pertussis and tetanus vaccine (DPT
Series) – four doses with one dose
given on or after the fourth birthday, or
any total of five doses. Poliomyelitis
vaccine – three doses of oral poliovi-
rus vaccine (OPV) or enhanced inacti-
vated polio vaccine (IPV), with one
dose given on or after the fourth birth-
day, or any four doses spaced by a
minimum of one month. Rubeola
(measles) vaccine – two doses given
on or after the first birthday separated
by at least a month, or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Rubella (Ger-
man measles) vaccine – one dose given
on or after the first birthday, or labora-
tory documentation of immunity.
Mumps vaccine – one dose given on or
after the first birthday, or laboratory
documentation of immunity. Hepati-
tis B vaccine – three doses or labora-
tory documentation of immunity. Va-
ricella vaccine – one dose of varicella
vaccine on or after the first birthday or
proof of disease or immunity will be
required for children 19 months of age
or older in a childcare center, entering
kindergarten or Grade 1.

The physical exam (medical record
form) must be dated after September
1, 2008, or within one year of starting
school and signed by the physician.
This medical record form, a health
history form and a registration form
are all required at registration.

To save time, parents may down-
load the registration and medical forms
on the “forms” site of
westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln, complete
them and bring to the scheduled ap-
pointment. The required forms also
can be picked up at Lincoln School or
any of the elementary schools.

FULL SPEED AHEAD…Westfield
resident Pete Birle, who just published
his third children’s book, “Full Speed
Ahead” (Scobre Press), poses for a pic-
ture with his son Michael, 9, a third
grader at Tamaques Elementary
School. Mr. Birle recently visited the
third grade at Tamaques to share with
them how he became an author as well
as the plot of his latest book, about a
teenage wheelchair athlete from Bergen
County. Copies can be purchased via
petebirle.com.

LENAPE LESSON…The culture and
traditions of New Jersey’s Lenape Indi-
ans came to life in December, during a
presentation by Beverly Friend, Native-
American expert and Lenape Indian, to
fourth graders at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Ms. Friend
explained how a deer’s fur and deerskin
provided warmth to the Lenape Indians
and its bones were used as gardening
utensils and many other tools for sur-
vival in the forest. Jake Payami, the son
of Maurice and Renee Payami of Scotch
Plains, is pictured above with Ms. Friend
as he tries on a coat of deerskin.

Educ. Enrichment Fdn.
Sets Jan. 27 Reception
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Educa-

tion Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Inc. has extended
an invitation to business profession-
als who serve the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community to a re-
ception on Tuesday, January 27, at
the Chelsea Senior Living Center,
located at 316 South Avenue in
Fanwood, at 7 p.m.

The Education Enrichment Foun-
dation is a volunteer community or-
ganization that works cooperatively
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District to promote academic
excellence among the students in the
school district.

The foundation raises funds and
awards grants for projects and pro-
grams that support the curricular ac-
tivities of the school district.

This reception is co-sponsored by
Verizon, Rutgers University and
Applebee’s. In addition to business
professionals, interested community
members are also welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to eef.spf@gmail.com.

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
Attorney

Accredited Divorce Mediator

Divorce & Divorce Mediation

Wills & Estate Planning

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

G.M. Florino, MD
Medical Director

NSULTATION AND SKIN EVALUATION
ll Laser Packages

COMPLIMENTARY CON
al

GG

OO
(732) 306-6065

Hair RemovalHair Removal Large Pores
Rosacea Leg Veins Facial Veins
Sun Damage

Super Discount Packages on

Treatments done by our male and female staff.

www.westfieldlaserskincare.com
100% Financing Available

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
WE ALSO PARTICIPATE WITH CARE CREDIT

Convenient on-site parking available!

Now is the time... Get ready for Summer with
Laser Hair Removal & Sun Damage Repair!!
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DeCATALDO SINKS 10 IN FIRST Q., JAICHON SINKS 16

Raider Basketball Girls Chill
Westfield Blue Devils, 51-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shades of 2008 Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) semifinals occurred,
but only in reverse, when the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team chilled Westfield,
51-39, on January 17. An immediate
offensive assault backed up by re-
bounding dominance throughout the
game left the 8-5 Blue Devils’ hands as
cold as ice for the first three quarters.

Last year, Westfield held the hot
hand in its, 47-23, UCT semifinal
victory and the Raiders were ice cold
but this time the big chill began im-
mediately when point guard Kathryn
DeCataldo banged a pair of 3-point-
ers, a jumper and a pair of free throws
to lead the 8-4 Raiders to a 16-6 lead
at the end of the first quarter.

“We were all really nervous all day.

My shot hasn’t been on but I made the
first one and I kept shooting,”
DeCataldo said. “They have always
been our biggest rival. We wanted to
get back at them.”

“She really came out. Hitting those
first couple of shots was big for us. It
was big for her. It gives her confi-
dence,” added Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis.

“The first quarter hurt us when
DeCataldo hit her shots,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

DeCataldo finished with 13 points,
three assists, a steal and five rebounds.
Center Kaylin Jaichon, who led the
Raiders with 16 points, also led ev-
eryone with 13 rebounds and Jackie
Law (2 assists, steal) pulled 10 boards
and sank 11 points. Laura Degnan (3
assists, 5 points) also got into the
rebounding act with eight and Saxony

Nielsen (4 points, 4 assists) grabbed
five.

“We were tough on the boards.
Between Jackie, Laura and Kaylin,
we pounded the glass,” coach Davis
said.

“Their big girl inside worked re-
ally nice in the paint. That’s basically
where the game was. They outplayed
us. They deserved it,” commented
coach Marino.

Blue Devil Diana Venezia led her
team with 16 points. Point guard Tara
Handza pushed in nine points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers in the final quarter.
Keri Pringle netted eight points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers, while
Katie Ponce, Anne Knisely and Char-
lotte O’Leary each added two points.

DeLaFUENTE, ZHANG WIN 2 INDIVIDUAL EVENTS EACH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
Past No.7 St. Joseph’s, 103-67

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sixteen years ago (February 8,
1993) at Wallace Pool in Westfield
was the last time the Westfield High
School boys swim team defeated pe-
rennial power St. Joseph’s of
Metuchen. It took a while but history
finally repeated itself when the No. 2-
ranked Blue Devils overwhelmed the
visiting No. 7 Falcons, 103-67, on
January 15.

In 1993, the Blue Devils also
crushed the Falcons with a 114-66
score and the heroes were Darren
Hertell (200-Individual Medley [IM]
winner) and Tim Smith (50-freestyle
winner), along with Dan Zamsky, Ted
Pollack, Rusty and Robbie Schundler,
Brian Ramsthaler, Tom Mann, Dave
Schwartz and company.

Fast forward to 2009 and the list of
Blue Devil heroes is also long, begin-
ning with Chris DeLaFuente, who
won two individual events and swam
on two winning relays, and Larry

Zhang, who won two individual
events and swam on a winning relay.

The Blue Devils touched 1-3 in the
first event, the 200-medley relay, with
Matt Meserole, Matt Morgan,
DeLaFuente and Jack Lorentzen fin-
ishing first at 1:41.5 and Evan Paulan,
Zhang, Nick Boyle and Max Blum
touching third at 1:43.42. DeLaFuente
followed to grab first in the 200-free
at 1:50.34 – Mike Oster placed third
– and later touched first in the 500-
free at 4:55.8. Oster, Lorentzen, Boyle
and DeLaFuente placed first in the
200-free relay in 1:35.02, and
Meserole, Zhang, Ryan Gradzel and
Justin Lo finished third.

“He was right off in the first relay,
then he was in the 200-freestyle. He
won that. He was in the 200-free relay
and he won the 500 as well. He had a
good day. We kept him active for a
while,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jeff
Knight said of DeLaFuente.

Zhang touched first in the 100-
butterfly at 55.42, Meserole took third

and John Taylor placed fourth to give
the Blue Devils a 49-29 lead after the
event. When Zhang touched first in
the 100-breaststroke at 1:03.9 and
Morgan touched second at 1:03.92,
the meet was well within Westfield’s
hands at 95-61.

The Blue Devils amassed 11 points
in the 200IM when Meserole came
through with a win at 2:04.64, Mor-
gan took third and Paulan placed
fourth. Lorentzen won the 100-free
with a time of 51.35, while Oster
touched third at 52.07. Lorentzen and
Blum touched 2-4 in the 50-free.
Paulan, Taylor and Ryan Hobson
placed 2-3-4 in the 100-backsgtroke
with respective times of 57.1, 1:02.28
and 1:03.52. Blum, Paulan, Taylor
and Meserole capped off the meet by
touching first in the 400-free relay
with a time of 3:28.83.

“The guys have been working hard.
We’ve had a layoff from meets for a
while, so we wanted to get going right

BARBER DECKS BENT, GRANSTRAND STICKS TAYLOR

Blue Devil Wrestlers Shock
Rahway, 38-31, in Thriller
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christian Barber and Robbie
Granstrand came through with cru-
cial pins to help the Westfield High
School wrestling team nail down a
thrilling but rare, 38-31 victory over
hosting Rahway on January 16.

Rahway Head Coach Fred Stueber
may have been shocked seeing two of

his best wrestlers getting pinned, but
things also did not go as planned for
the Blue Devils early on. Beginning
at the 189-lb class, Westfield Head
Coach Glen Kurz was hoping to mini-
mize bonus points in the first two
bouts and expected a win at heavy-
weight, but when Rahway’s Gary
Pyrus outlasted Joe Kania, 5-2, in
two overtimes, the Blue Devils found

themselves in a 15-0 hole.
By the time Barber’s 140-lb bout

with team captain Octavio Bent came,
the Blue Devils were clinging to a
modest 23-21 lead with five bouts re-
maining. Barber demonstrated his great
balance to ward off Bent’s dangerous
cement mixer move to turn the tables
with a five-point move of his own. Then
in the second period, Barber added
another takedown, slipped in a half
nelson and pinned Bent in 3:21.

“In practice, we went over all the
stuff Rahway does with the headlocks
and the cement mixers,” said Barber,
who added, “I had an arm bar in then
I switched it over to a half and I came
through.”

Two bouts later, Sam Reichbach
earned a 4-1 decision over TJ Disney
at 152-lbs to give Westfield a 32-27
lead, so a victory was needed in the
next bout – Granstrand against team
leader Caleb Taylor – to insure a Blue
Devil victory. Taylor held a 6-2 lead
early in the third period but Granstrand
escaped, added a takedown and pinned
Taylor with a half nelson in 5:03.

“Robbie has been a mentally tough
kid since his freshman year,” said
coach Kurz. He is going to give ev-
erything he’s got. He was a hero!”

“He had a much stronger upper
body than I. Coach yelled at me at the
end of the first period and said, ‘he’s
not going to be the same wrestler in
the third period. Just keep going after
him!’ I kept going after him. After a
while, he gave and I finally got a shot
in there. We know, going into every
match that we are going to out-condi-
tion the other wrestlers and that pays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

We insure all drivers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BIG SPLASH IN FOUR EVENTS…Blue Devil Matt Meserole won the 200-Individual Medley, placed second
in the 100-butterfly and was on the winning 200-medley relay and 400-free relay teams.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACKING UP THE POINTS…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky lifts Rahway’s Chaz
Fudge off his feet in the 112-lb bout. Skibitsky amassed a 17-2, technical fall in 5:27.

See Westfield/Cranford
Wrestling on page 15
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

January 21, 1998: The Raider
wrestling team seized a 48-25 victory
from a spirited Blue Devil squad, as a
sizable crowd cheered them on. Raider
Tony Melendez and Blue Devils Onur
Tezucar and Mike Baly increased the
decibels.

The crowd bellowed with excite-
ment throughout the 130-lb bout be-
tween Blue Devil Jeff Kivetz and
Melendez. Both gave the crowd what
they wanted but Melendez came up
with a 4-1 decision. Tezucar mas-
tered formidable adversary Luke
Cerchio with a 16-7 majority deci-
sion at 145-lbs, but not before some
fireworks. At 171, Baly pinned Eric
Viscardi in 1:03 with a high-arm bar,
stepover maneuver.

January 22, 1999: For the second-

straight year, the Raider coed swim-
ming team out-touched the Westfield
boys with a 94-76 victory. Raider
Dave Russ and Blue Devil Seth
Burstein were involved in three first-
place finishes. Russ won the 50-yard
freestyle and the 100-yard freestyle,
then teamed with Steve Berkowitz,
Chris Swenson and Jeff Wagner to
win the 200-yard medley relay.
Burstein aced the 100-yard butterfly
and the 200-yard individual medley
then combined with Cliff Haldeman,
Scott Kautzmann and Jay Pollack to
win the 200-yard freestyle relay.

January 22, 2000: The Blue Devil
girls basketball team did what they
had to do to outrun and shoot down
the Plainfield Cardinals, 56-41, in
Westfield. Courtney Thornton and
Karen Manahan burned the net for 13
and 10 points, respectively.

January 20, 2001: Four Raiders
hit double figures as the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls basket-
ball team baffled Newark East Side,
56-27. Freshman Katie Feeley led all
scorers with 15 points. Lindsay
Pennella, Najwa Glover and junior
Kellie LaForge all finished with 10
points.

January 24, 2003: Undefeated Rob
Mench, Sam and Jake Kramer, Joe
DeCampo and Tom DelDuca recorded
first period falls and junior Chris
Johnson won the first match of the
evening with a second period fall to
lead the Blue Devil wrestling team to
a 43-30 victory over visiting West
Orange coached by former Roselle
Park standout Keith Appello. The 6-1
Blue Devils also received a major
decision from Lee Tomasso and a
decision from Ethan Powell.

After nice wins last week over
Rahway and Cranford, the WHS wres-
tling team took a 9-0 record into last
night’s match against Union.

Anybody want to guess the last time
the Blue Devils were 9-0 on the mats?

(Hint: It’s only happened two times
in the program’s 52 previous years.)

The last time the WHS matmen were
9-0, the 168-pound wrestler was a guy
named Chris Campbell, who would go
on to be a two-time NCAA champion
at Iowa and a two-time Olympian.

Yep, it was 36 years ago in 1973, a
team that would finish 14-0 and was
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame last November. That team,
from 98 through heavyweight, in-
cluded: Dave Brown (20-3), Bill Steele
(8-7-2), Joe Thome (16-5-1), Paul
Bockus (17-3-2), Stan Warne (20-3),
Charlie Schrope (15-8) and Jeff Smith
(4-1), Mark Dennis (24-2-1), Rich
Gottlick (27-0), Dan Morash (10-1-1)
and Quint Mansell (7-3-2), Campbell
(26-0), Walt Heiniger (19-2-1), and
Pete Shearer (18-7).

That team had to sweat out a 27-24
season-opening win over Seton Hall
Prep, which jumped out to a 15-0 lead.
WHS then racked up eight wins in a
row, by Bockus, Warne, Schrope, Den-
nis, Gottlick (pin), Mansell (pin),
Campbell (pin) and Heiniger.

There were nine district champions
on the ’73 team, two state champs
(Gottlick and Campbell) and one third-
place (Dennis).

The only other 9-0 team was in 1967
and it also finished unbeaten, 12-0.
That team featured: Bill Kenny (22-1),
Mark Ramage (10-6), Gary Grabel
(11-4-2), Dave Wight (15-2-1), Jerry

WHS Wrestlers Living
In High-Rent District

Armstrong (11-4-1), Don Pepper (9-
6), Pete Adelaar (15-4), Bill Dunham
(8-4-1) and Art Hunt (3-2), Bob Treut
(16-4), Tim Gordeuk (19-3), Jon Gor-
don (18-2), and Steve Jones (17-1).

The ’67 team had a close call against
Middletown, pulling out a 22-19 vic-
tory on wins by Gordon (3-1 over Jim
Florio) and Jones (2-0 over Neal Sto-
ver). Ironically, in 11 dual meets, that
was the only non-pin for Jones. Kenny,
who became WHS’s first, and only,
sophomore state champion that year,
lost that night 7-6 to Jim Guerrieri.

After winning nine individual titles
at districts, WHS had one state cham-
pion (Kenny) and one runnerup
(Gordeuk).

Two other times – in 1977 and 1980
– WHS started the season 7-0, before
losing to Hunterdon Central both times.

In 1977, the team finished 13-3, fea-
turing: Steve Brown, Rusty Yarnell, Bob
Seemon, Tom Shields and Bill Clarke,
Dave Tinnesz, Chuck Whedon, Don
Kalis, Joe Birmingham, Scott Selert,
Rick Sampson, Chip Haesler, John Iglar,
Bob Wessels and Chris Harvey.

In 1980, WHS finished 16-1 and
won the North 2 Group 4 title, featur-
ing: Marc Wolin and Chris Jones, Matt
Shields, Neil Palmer, Brian Deegan,
Vin Hurley, John Pinto, Phil Gottlick,
Paul McDonough, Jesse Shubitz and
Tom Jacobson, Dan Iannoscolio,
Lowell Higgins, Harry Bourque and
Mike Giacone.

This weekend, the 2009 team will be
trying to etch its own name into the
record books, trying to win its first
Union County championship since
1992. WHS has won eight county titles,
including the first six (1976-81).

WHS finished ninth a year ago and
hasn’t had an individual county cham-
pion since Rob Mench in 2004. Look
for that to change this weekend, with
Mike Kalimtzis, Troy Skibitsky, Nick
DeFreitas, John Barnes, Christian Bar-
ber, Joe Panarese, Sam Reichbach,
Brian Henry, Rob Granstrand, Bill
Kim, Alan Workman, Zach Frantz and
Joe Kania giving the team a great shot
at third, which would be its best UCT
finish under coach Glen Kurz, a 1991
UCT champ himself.

Next week WHS has Elizabeth and
then … sectionals! Kurz figures WHS
“should be a 4 or 5 seed, hopefully a 4
so we get a home match, probably
Piscataway.” The last times WHS quali-
fied for sectionals were in 1996, losing
to Morris Knolls, and 2006, losing to
Edison. The Blue Devils ‘ last sec-
tional victory was in 1995, 40-25 over
Bloomfield.

BOWLING UPDATE
Wasn’t this supposed to be a re-

building year for veteran coach Mike
Tirone and his WHS bowlers? Didn’t
last year’s state championship team
graduate senior standouts Eric Curielle,
Jesse Embry, Brett Ettinger and Arley
Rojas? That’s four of the five guys who
were the regulars for a 21-2 team.

With Matt Marcus the lone return-
ing letterwinner, this was supposed to
be another good year for Tirone’s keg-
lers, since the junior varsity was 18-0
a year ago, and actually placed second
at the county meet ahead of the varsity,
which was fourth.

Well, guess who is currently 12-0
after a huge win over Elizabeth last
week? Guess who is in first place in the
Watchung Conference? Guess who
won the Bishop Ahr Tournament in
December, and finished second (10
pins behind Brick Memorial) at last
weekend’s Brick Tournament?

Marcus, who earlier this winter was
Devil of the Week, has been outstand-
ing with a 658 series at the Ahr tourney
and a 222-232-256-710 last weekend.
Senior classmate Kevin Murphy has
really stepped it up, rolling a 668 against
Elizabeth, then cranking a 714 at the
Brick tourney, with games of 257, 231
and 226.

And the future looks bright, since
freshman Lucas Cruz has regularly
been right with Marcus and Murphy.
Cruz was 248-228-215-691, with three
clean games at Brick.

“We had a team pin fall of 3,309,
which is astounding,” Tirone said. “The
boys are really developing. And our JV
team is 10-0, with freshmen Adam
Firestone, Eric Saunders and Theresa
Carino.”

SWIMMING UPDATE
It’ll be No. 1 vs. No. 2 tomorrow,

2:30 p.m., at the Wallace Pool, when
top-ranked Christian Brothers Acad-
emy comes to towne for the first time

since 2005 to face the second-ranked
WHS boys swim team. CBA has never
lost to WHS in six meetings, winning
by an average of 101-69.

And the female half of the meet fea-
tures the top-ranked Immaculate Heart
Academy against fourth-ranked WHS,
the only N.J. public school with the,
umm, guts to take on the Blue Eagles.
IHA has won all six previous meetings,
including last year for WHS’s lone loss.

Last week was great preparation for
the Blue Devils. A week ago, WHS’s
boys ended a 15-year drought by knock-
ing off Metuchen St. Joseph 102-68
and they followed that up with a 100-
70 victory on Saturday against multi-
time state prep champion
Lawrenceville School, which had won
the past four meetings since a 2004
WHS victory.

Meanwhile the WHS girls bounced
back from Thursday’s 97-73 loss to
Mount St. Mary and put a 122-48
hurting on Lawrenceville.

The big performance on Saturday
came from junior Matt Meserole. Hop-
ing to break Darren Hertell’s 16-year-
old school record in the 100 back-
stroke, “Mez” came up .31 of a second
short in 52.69, good for the No. 2 spot
on the WHS Top 15 List, ahead of the
likes of Rob Schundler, Chris Nolan,
Vinny Shen, Brendan Lechner and
Brian Ramsthaler. However, Meserole
earlier had swum a 48.76 to win the
100 freestyle over L’ville standout John
Wright. That time was the 10th fastest
in WHS history, just ahead of Ryan
Bartholomew and Chris Heinen. Ironi-
cally, it also bumped off Hertell, who
had been No. 15 in the event.

In addition, Meserole was joined by
Larry Zhang, Chris DeLaFuente and
Jack Lorentzen for a 1:40.42 medley
relay, No. 11 on the Top 15 List.

Becky DeLaFuente’s 2:15.60 in the
200 IM against Mount St. Mary put her
in the ninth spot on the girls Top 15
List, and Suzanne Lemberg won the
200 free in 1:59.56 for No. 10. The
three top relays also were all Top 15
performances.

Against the Big Red, WHS’s 200 free
relay of DeLaFuente, Megan Kevaney,
Lauren Sullivan and Lemberg went
1:43.21, ninth best in school history.

There should be many more adjust-
ments to the Top 15 List after
tomorrow’s meets as the WHS teams
get one final huge “preseason” meet
before the tournament season arrives
next month.

Among the fans in attendance at
Saturday’s twinbill were former All-
America diver Matt Frawley (’85) and
Kerry Lucke (’85). Frawley still holds
both the 6- and 11-dive school records
at WHS, where he was a three-time
Union County, two-time state and one-
time Eastern Interscholastics cham-
pion. And in the crowd at Thursday’s
meet were former WHS stars Joe Wil-
son (’72), Aaron Weber (’88) and Mike
Linenberg (’88).

BASKETBALL UPDATE
During every high school sports sea-

son there is usually going to be a
clunker, a game/match/meet where
nothing seems to go right. The WHS
boys basketball team had their clunker
last week against Newark East Side,
scoring just 25 points. This after losing
by one point to Linden and falling to
Union in overtime, and before losing a
one-point heartbreaker to Elizabeth.

But the thing that makes the boys
basketball team the most fun team to
watch is how they play every posses-
sion as if it’s game-point at Gumbert
Park and there’s a half-dozen teams
waiting for “next.” After Thursday’s
loss to Elizabeth, coach Kevin Everly’s
guys came out on Saturday against
always-tough Franklin and, after let-
ting the Warriors rally in the fourth to
tie the game, won in overtime.

Being in the Watchung Conference
makes every game a struggle, and only
the strong survive. But even with Pat
Gray likely lost for the season to in-
jury, it would not surprise if WHS
qualified for states and also made some
serious noise in the UCT.

The WHS girls came out on the short
end on Saturday night at SP-F, but coach
Joe Marino’s crew is still 8-4 and still
rounding into top form come tourna-
ment time. Point guard Tara Handza
and center Diana Venezia are two of the
county’s top players. And Katie Ponce,
Kerri Pringle, Martina Landeka along
with big girls Anne Knisley and Sara
Nelson are a solid corps.

IN THE EMAIL
From regular reader Ed Thorne

(WHS ’64) up in Plymouth, Mass.
“What a great column today (1-15).

For your information, the Brockton
Boxers (I believe they have the largest
student enrollment at around 5,000.
One high school for 94,000 residents)
are named for Rocky, plus Marvin
Hagler is a Brockton native. Since we
on the South Shore are on the ocean,
how about these nicknames: Hingham
Harbormen, Hull Pirates, Cohasset
Skippers, Norwell Clippers, Scituate
Sailors.

“And we also have the Quincy Presi-
dents.”

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Rob
Granstrand. The senior pinned a 2008
district champion in a win over SP-F
and he trailed 6-2 entering the third
period against a Rahway team captain
before getting a takedown and meet-
clinching fall.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Rob Granstrand

Wrestling

SFF Lax Club Sets
Dinner Auction

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse
Club is holding a Dinner/Auction at the
Scotch Plains Italian America Club on
Saturday, January 31, from 7 to 11 p.m.
Fat Angel Barbeque, which was featured
in the September issue of New Jersey
Monthly, will be catering the event.

Items available for auction include:
Disney Park Hopper tickets, a signed Eli
Manning jersey, New Jersey Devils, New
Jersey Nets, and New York Mets tickets,
a stay at a ski house in the Poconos, Math/
SAT tutoring, Vera Bradley products,
signed Gerry Cooney boxing gloves and
pictures, and a signed Jets poster.

For more details and to register, please
visit www.spflacrosse.org. Tickets are
$50 per person. All proceeds will benefit
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse.

Blue Devil Boys Edge
Franklin Cagers in OT

Tony DiIorio and Ryan Hess sank
14 points each, while Pat Sabitino
and Jared Rogers each bucketed 11
points as the Westfield High School
boys basketball team edged Franklin,
58-56, in overtime in Westfield on
January 17. Mike Lessner and Chris
Sheehan each had four points.
Franklin 12 14 12 16 2 56
Westfield 15 13 15 11 4 58

Farmer Cagers Beat
Raider Boys, 61-51

The 19th-ranked Union High
School boys basketball team got 17
points from James Daniels and 15
from Dion Smith to defeat host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 61-51, on January
17. Ishmil Raymond put in 17 points
and Melvin Hanciles scored 14 for
the Raiders.
Union 18   6 19 18 61
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8   8 19 16 51

GARWOOD $399,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $595,000 KENILWORTH $689,000 CRANFORD $779,000
Great location for a small business.  Sec-
ond floor has 4 Bedrooms and 2 full
baths.  Also includes a full Eat-In
Kitchen, full Formal Living Room on 1st

floor with back entrance.  Front entrance
provides easy access.

Situated on a .36 acre lot at the end of a
cul de sac in the lovely Parkwood sec-
tion. This 9 room Split Level offers 4
Bedrooms, 3 baths and a Formal Dining
Room.  Many updates include Kitchen,
2 baths, windows, roof and an inviting
1st floor Family Room with skylights.

This exceptional Kenilworth home with
open floor plan will provide many hours
of  enjoyment while entertaining family
and friends.  The Formal Living and Din-
ing Rooms have hardwood floors and the
Family Room and Recreation Room
have gas fireplaces.

WESTFIELD $579,500
This well-maintained home sold for
95% of its list price in only 8 days.
Contact any of our extraordinary
agents and let them design a person-
alized marketing plan for you home.

Spacious 12 room Victorian on 1/3 acre
is close to town and train.  Offers new
windows throughout, newer Butler’s
pantry, powder room and Kitchen with
stainless steel appliances and Corian
counters.  Updated electric and a large,
wraparound front porch.

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Another amazing Primavera design has
begun.  4569 square feet of decadent in-
dulgence, trademark staircase and up-
grades are standard.  Hand crafted de-
tail throughout.  Full finished basement.
Home offers 15 rooms and includes 5
Bedrooms and 5.1 baths.

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center hall
Colonial.  Lovingly cared for with so many
charming details.  Features wide board
pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces, Butler’s
pantry, newer roof, large screened porch,
beautiful “country setting”.   Approxi-
mately one acre level grounds framed by
authentic split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $749,000
This center hall Colonial in “The Gar-
dens” is in wonderful condition.  There
are beautiful hardwood floors, newer
HVAC and HWH, updated Kitchen,
newer powder room, walk-up attic stor-
age.  Lovely property with room for ex-
pansion, surrounded by stately homes.
Close to everything.

TCNJ’s Klimowicz Joins
Hoops 1,000 Point Club

EWING, NJ…The College of New
Jersey women’s basketball senior center
Hillary Klimowicz of Scotch Plains be-
came the Lions’ 12th women’s player to
join the 1,000 point club in a 56-32 win
over Dickenson College on January 12.
Klimowicz bucketed 13 points and to
bring her career total to 1,001 points in 66
games played at TCNJ.

Hillary Klimowicz

WychwoodGardens.com

WESTFIELD

1 & 2 Bedroom Units for Sale
Starting at $180k

For Information, Contact Joan
“Your Wychwood Gardens Specialist”

2 Alden St. Cranford, NJ

908-276-7888

www.marckelleyrealtors.com

Joan Storch, Realtor
Direct: 908-868-2490
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Devils Top St. Joe’s

LEMBERG WINS 50- & 200-FREE, ON WINNING RELAY

Mount St. Mary Girls Shock
No. 2 Lady Blue Devils, 97-73

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Incentive from a 91-79 loss to
Westfield last year that ended a 61-
meet unbeaten streak (59-0-2), which
dated back to the 2002 state final
against Red Bank Catholic, inspired
the ninth-ranked Mount St. Mary of
Warren girls swim team to pull off a
shocking, 97-73, win over the No. 2-
ranked Blue Devils in Westfield on
January 15. The Lady Lions took top
honors in six of the eight individual
events and two of the three relays.

The Blue Devils put junior Suzanne
Lemberg to work in a hurry. Compet-
ing in three of the first four events, she
teamed with Meredith Smith, Kate
Heffernan and Becky DeLaFuente to
place second in the 200-medley relay
with a time of 1:54.52 then followed
with a victory in the 200-freestyle
with a time of 1:59.56. Lemberg also
won the fourth event, the 50-freestyle,
with a time of 25.19. In the meet’s final
event, DeLaFuente, Emily Budnick,
Smith and Lemberg touched first in
the 400-freestyle relay at 3:46.37.

“Suzanna ran her events right in a
row today. We switched her up a little
bit. I know she’s pretty tired but she
gets out there and does what she has
to do. I know, whatever event I put her
in, she’s going to go out there and
swim her heart out,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Brooke Smith said.

Kylie Bangs, Catherine Maguire,

Anna Fetter and Lauren Sullivan fin-
ished third in the 200-medley relay at
1:57.67 and Smith touched fourth in
the 200-free at 2:02.45. DeLaFuente
took second in the 200-Individual
Medley (IM) at 2:15.6 and Meg
Kaveney finished fourth in the 50-
free at 26.37. DeLaFuente placed sec-
ond in the 100-butterfly with a time
of 1:00.56. Smith and Budnick
touched 2-4 in the 100-free, while
Kyle Higgins and Kelsey Wilson
placed 3-4 in the 500-free.

Kaveney, Sullivan, Loren Ball and
Budnick finished second in the 200-
free relay with a time of 1:42.78.
Bangs took third in the 100-back-
stroke at 1:04.88, while Maguire,
Heffernan and Ally Rose finished 2-
3-4 in the 100-breaststroke with re-
spective times of 1:12.59, 1:13.53
and 1:15.31.

Although many of the Lady Lions
were turning in great times, Liz Floyd
was a standout with wins in the 100-
fly at 58.93 and the 100-back at
1:01.74. She also swam on the win-
ning 200-free relay and the 200-med-
ley relay. Stephanie Ferrell buzzed

with wins in the 200-IM and 100-
breaststroke, and swam on one win-
ning relay.

“All the Mount St. Mary girls
stepped up today. We did not expect
them to go that fast. They came in
here. They wanted to beat us and we
have been having trouble getting it
together this year. I think it will be a

different story in February. I don’t
think the girls are really thrilled about
how we have been swimming the last
couple of meets,” coach Smith said.

Just as the loss to Westfield last
year was incentive for the lady Lions,
the Blue Devils’ loss may add incen-
tive for February.

“I think it will be. We know we
have a lot of work to do, so hopefully
something will click for us and we
will get back on top,” Smith said.

The Lady Blue Devils will do battle
with No. 1-ranked Immaculate Heart
Academy tomorrow, January 23, at
Wallace Pool in Westfield at 2:30
p.m.
200 medley relay: M (Liz Floyd,
Stephanie Ferrell, Janene Senofonte,
Kristen Moll) 1:50.02
200 free: Lemberg (W) 1:59.56
200 IM: Ferrell (M) 2:10.05
50 free: Lemberg (W) 25.19
100 fly: Floyd (M) 58.93
100 free: Senofonte (M) 56.04
500 free: Kelly Pontecorvo (M) 5:15.11
200 free relay: M (Floyd, Brittany Guinee,
Moll, Seniofonte) 1:42.15
100 back: Floyd (M) 1:01.74
100 breast: Ferrell (M) 1:06.27
400 free relay: W (DeLaFuente, Budnick,
Smith, Lemberg) 3:46.87

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wrestling has been on the rise re-
cently at Linden High School and it
was proven when the 5-1 Tigers
stunned the injury-riddled Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 36-27, in
Linden on January 14.

In previous years, the Tigers could
barely enter a full lineup and offered
little competition due to inexperi-
enced wrestlers. This season, how-
ever, 40 individuals have been in the
practice room and all weight classes
have been filled, including a large JV
squad. One reason for the Tigers’
immediate success has been the addi-
tion of Head Coach Anthony Reinoso,
who had been a head coach at Rahway.

“Last year, I figured I would stay in
Linden because I loved the opportu-
nity they gave me teaching wise, so I
decided to take the middle school job
and build up the program. The middle
school team went 11-0, fueled the
whole program and got everyone in-
volved. We tried to find all the ath-
letes to fill all the weight classes. The
kids bought into everything we
preach. We never really conditioned
hard here. Now we have three-hour
practices. Everything is coming to-
gether. They are drilling hard,” coach
Reinoso said.

One of three varsity Raiders who
did manage to get off the injury list
was junior Mike Ridge, who jumped
up two weight classes from his normal
145-lb weight to pin Nick Correa in
3:07 after taking him to the mat with a
double-leg takedown at 160-lbs.

“Having Mike in there was nice.

That was a last-minute decision to
see how he felt. He was able to get
that pin,” Raider Head Coach John
Scholz said.

Wesley Morrison recorded the Raid-
ers’ first head-to-head win with a 1-0
decision over Felipe Rameirez at 135-
lbs, then teammate Josh Foote recorded
a slip-through duck under and a pair of
lateral drops to claim a 9-2 decision
over Erick Perez at 140-lbs. Albert
Cortes narrowed the Tigers’ team lead
to 18-15 after registering a five-point
lateral drop, a takedown and a pair of
escapes to defeat Ishmail Abdul-
Wahid, 9-4, at 145-lbs.

After Ridge gave the Raiders a 27-
18 lead, two victories in the remain-
ing four weights were needed to in-
sure a victory. At 171-lbs, Tiger Danny
Castro pulled off a three-point nearfall
with time running down to sting Ryan
McCarthy, 4-2, and strongman Adas
Anuikstis knotted the score at 27 with
a 2:53 fall at 189-lbs. At 215-lbs,
Lucjan Zolnierowski scored an es-
cape, a penalty point and a takedown
to snatch a 5-2, two-overtime deci-
sion from Raider Antonio Dinizo and
Tiger heavyweight Austin Frank
cradled his opponent to sleep in 1:02.

Two of the Raiders’ most talented
wrestlers, Tristan Bundy (119) and
Mike Ferrara (152), received forfeits
due to the Tigers’ decision not to
present a competitor.

“Hats off to Linden! With coach
Reinoso at the helm now, they are defi-
nitely a tough team. I thought this was
one of the best performances we’ve had
as far as being aggressive, not giving up
so much as we’ve done in the past,”

coach Scholz said. “I knew we could
out-condition them and I saw that in the
third period. The fundamentals are com-
ing back with the kids, who really need
it. I was a little upset with the forfeits. I
like to wrestle straight out but we are a
step closer. The light is huge at the end
of the tunnel and my kids’ confidence is
a lot higher.”

“Scotch Plains is a great program
and this is where we want to be to
work our way up the ladder in Union
County,” said coach Reinoso.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Justin Rodriquez (L) won forfeit
112: — Ramos (L) d Natale, 8-5
119: — Bundy (S) won forfeit
125: — Martin Santiago (L) p Vic
Zanowicz, 1:07
130: — Carl Holley (L) d Shane Squire, 8-1
135: — Morrison (S) d Rameirez, 1-0
140: — Foote (S) d Perez, 9-2
145: — Cortes (S) d Abdul-Wahid, 9-4
152: — Ferrara (S) won forfeit
160: — Ridge (S) p Currea
171: — Castro (L) d McCarthy, 4-2
189: — Anuikstis (L) p Brian Laspe, 2:53
215: — Zolnierowski (L) d Dinizo, 5-2, 2 OT
Hwt: — Austin Frank (L) p Andrew
Jacobs, 1”02

from the first gun. It was imperative
that we do that. We have a lot of
strong guys, who are very competi-
tive and they want it so badly. They all
have the drive to win whether it is in
lane 1, lane 3 or lane 5. I can’t say any
one individual name because they all
came to play. Larry Zhang, Matt
Morgan, Jack Lorentzen all swam
best times. John Taylor swam very
well today,” coach Knight said. “We
expected to swim well today and we
were hoping to back it up with a real
positive score. St. Joe’s always has a
very strong team and whatever hap-
pens, it’s going to be a competitive
meet.”

Westfield will host a showdown
with No. 1 Christian Brothers tomor-
row, January 23, at 2:30 p.m.
200 medley relay: W (Meserole, Mor-
gan, DeLaFuente, Lorentzen) 1:41.5
200 free: DeLaFuente (W) 1:50.34
200 IM: Meserole (W) 2:04.64
50 free: Don Keenan (SJ) 22.79
100 fly: Zhang (W) 55.42
100 free: Lorentzen (W) 51.35
500 free: DeLaFuente (W) 4:55.8
200 free relay: W (Oster, Lorentzen,
Boyle, DeLaFuente) 1:35.02
100 back: Alex Burczynski (SJ) 56.96
100 breast: Zhang (W) 1:03.9
400 free relay: W (Blum, Paulan, Taylor,
Meserole) 3:28.83

RIDGE RETURNS WITH A PIN, MORRISON GETS WIN

Highly Improved Tigers Stun
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 36-27

Baliko, Peart Win
At Pirate Invt’l Swim
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School freshman Greg Baliko touched
first in the 200-Individual Medley
with a time of 2:00.89 and senior
Zach Peart won the 100-yard back-
stroke at 53.84 at the Pirate Invita-
tional swim meet in West Windsor on
January 17. The Raider boys placed
fifth with a team total of 153.

Peart also touched second in the
100-butterfly with a time of 54.22
and Baliko finished third in the 100-
breaststroke at 1:02.45. Mike and Dan
Napolitano finished 2-3 in the 200-
freestyle with respective times of
1:51.26 and 1:52.7. Mike Napolitano
also took second in the 500-freestyle
at 4:58.47. The Raiders also placed
fourth in the 400-freestyle relay with
a time of 3:22.73.

The Raider girls placed third in the
team standings with a total of 186.
Kelsey Rossi finished third in the
100-freestyle at 55.99 and second in
the 100-breaststroke with a time of
1:08.31 followed by Stephanie Baliko
at 1:09.82. Kim Rizzo placed fourth
in the 500-free at 5:31.78 and fifth in
the 200IM at 2:20.92. Hannah Markey
took fifth in the 50-free at 26.54. The
Raiders also placed third in the 200-
medley relay at 1:58.26, third in the
200-free relay at 1:46.83 and fourth
in the 400-free relay at 3:57.81.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING IN AN EFFORT…Blue Devil Becky DeLaFuente finished second in
two individual events and swam on the winning 400-free relay and on the second-
place 200-medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN ACTION…Raider Mike Ridge returned to the mats to pin Tiger Nick
Correa in 3:07 at 160-lbs.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS

CRANFORD

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD MOUNTAINSIDE

RANCH

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/25  1-4PM CUSTOM HOME OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/25  1-4PM

$489,900

$999,800

$1,279,000

$999,000 $999,000 $559,800

A commuters dream! Spacious well-maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch on large lot on a
quiet, dead-end street. NYC bus on corner. Large rooms, Eat-In-Kitchen with newer cabinets
and appliances, hardwood floors, woodburning fireplace in Living Room, newer Timberline
roof. Sunny Family Room, large, partially finished basement with recreation room and bonus
room, abundant storage, attic fan. Home warranty included! MLS # 2608735

This new construction 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial, located on the North
side of Cranford, offers a return to gracious living. Walk along the paver walkway up to the
open front porch and enter into a grand foyer with a soaring ceiling and beautiful
chandelier. This home has a full sized Living Room and Dining Room with French doors
opening to a stunning, spacious kitchen flowing into a large comfortable Family Room with
a stone gas fireplace. Continue upstairs to a large Master Bedroom Suite with a Sitting
Room, large walk-in closet with custom organizers and a large Master Bath. Perfect for both
formal and informal entertaining, the numerous amenities include extensive millwork,
moldings, wainscoting, arched doorways, tray ceilings, recessed lighting, sound system,
alarm system, central vacuum, 1st floor laundry, built-in 2 car garage and professional
landscaping. MLS # 2616512

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

These Custom designed Needle Point Homes are Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. These homes have 4/5 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor
office, Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas
fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The
convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting
Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning
homes. Directions: Cooper Road between Martine and Terrill #1684. MLS # 2598846

This distinctive custom residence has been exquisitely renovated and reflects unsurpassed
attention to detail with an outstanding level of quality throughout. The top-of-the-line
gourmet kitchen and dramatic great room with glass cupola are the sparkling heart of this
home. Extensive detailed millwork further enhances this homes engaging appeal. A
banquet sized Formal Dining Room, gracious Living Room, grande entry foyer, 4
Bedrooms, 2 Full and 2 Half Baths, office and bonus rooms complete the picture. Set on
a tranquil tree lined street, on a spectacular professionally landscaped .55 acre, yet moments
from schools, parks, shops, recreation and transportation. This home would be the perfect
choice to call home.... Make it yours today! MLS # 2595906

Large nicely maintained ground entry Split level home. 3 large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths ground
level Family Room and Laundry Area finished lower level carpeted Rec Room with plenty
of closets, central air conditioning, 2 car attached garage, and beautiful grounds. Directions:
Old Tote Rd. to Cedar to Holly Hill #249. MLS # 2620209

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Raider Basketball Girls Chill
Westfield Blue Devils, 51-39

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Law took matters into her own
hands with five points to give the
Raiders a 9-7 edge in the second
quarter and a 25-13, halftime lead.
Pringle hit her first 3-pointer in the
quarter. Venezia sank the Blue Dev-
ils’ first six points of the third quarter
and Jaichon rolled in five as the Raid-
ers won the quarter, 10-9, to inch their
lead to 35-22.

But the Blue Devils finally caught
fire early in the fourth quarter. Venezia
hit a lay-up, Pringle hit a 2-pointer
and a 3-pointer, Handza followed with
a 3-pointer, Venezia sank another lay-
up and Handza nailed her second 3-
pointer to narrow the Raiders’ lead to

four points with three minutes re-
maining. However, Law’s quick
passes into Jaichon underneath the
board enabled her to roll in a pair of
lay-ups and go to the line where she
hit two free throws to put the game
out of reach.

“I knew they wouldn’t quit. Even
though we didn’t play well in the
third quarter, we still extended the
lead by one point,” coach Davis said.
“They made a run in the fourth quar-
ter but we showed them what we are
made of. We made some plays in the
end. It was a big, big win!”
Westfield   6   7   9 17 39
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16   9 10 16 51

Blue Devil Wrestlers Shock
Rahway, 38-31, in Thriller

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

off every match,” Granstrand said.
“We knew we wanted Barber on

Bent. That wasn’t a game-time deci-
sion. I knew Christian was going to beat
him. We had Christian and Bent, and
Robbie and Taylor as tossups. I wasn’t
expecting pins in either of them but it
turned out we needed them because we
dug a big hole. We did everything pos-
sible to give this match to Rahway. A
few people bailed us out. We are re-
lieved and thrilled to get a win. I think
it’s been over 20 years since we beat

Rahway,” coach Kurz said.
John Barnes crunched Quran

Womack at 130-lbs with a double arm
bar in 1:43, Nick DeFreitas recorded a
6-3 victory over Rochelle Hinton at
125-lbs and Troy Skibitsky used his
mat sense to amass a 17-2, technical
fall over Chaz Fudge at 112-lbs.

“We spent the last few days hitting
doubles because we knew they were
looking to cement. Christian did a
nice job of that. Troy did a nice job of
that. Troy squared his hips real nice,”
coach Kurz said.

“I knew I had to come through for
the team and I had to get more than
just a win. I went for it for all of our
seniors, who needed this win. Coach
Kurz has been waiting all these years
for us to come down and beat
Rahway,” Barber said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
189: — Gabe Evangelista (R) p Al Work-
man, 3:21
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) p Zach
Frantz, 1:21
Hwt: — Pyrus (R) d Kania, 5-2 2OT
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
112: — Skibitsky (W) tf Fudge, 17-2,
5:27
119: — Jabari Shults (R) won forfeit
125: — DeFreitas (W) d Hinton, 6-3
130: — Barnes (W) p Womack, 1:43
135: — Panarese (W) d Walsh, 4-2
140: — Barber (W) p Bent, 3:21
145: — Diego Chavez (R) p Brian Henry,
0:49
152: — Reichbach (W) d Disney, 4-1
160: — Granstrand (W) p Taylor, 5:03
171: — Jim Caldwell (R) md Bill Kim, 11-2

WF PAL Grapplers
Stop Franklin, 38-35
The Westfield PAL wrestling team

rose to the challenge and defeated
Franklin in a nail-biter, 38-35.

Rookies Luke Ertman (50-lbs) and
Zach Composto (53-lbs) came out and
battled hard before losing close deci-
sions. Zach Rabinowitz started the Blue
Devil rally with a first-period fall. Brendan
Curry (70-lbs) and Steve Bonsall (73-
lbs) recorded first period pins to make the
score, 21-18, Franklin. After dropping
the next two bouts, Nick Kalimtzis (85-
lbs) scored a major decision, followed by
Vincent Defillipo’s second-period fall to
narrow the score to 32-28. Jarek
Gozdieski (95-lbs) battled through a
tough opponent before losing 6-0. With
two bouts remaining, John Fuller (102-
lbs) captured a major decision and Devin
Anderson was awarded a forfeit at 110-
lbs for the team victory.

Blue Devil Icemen Tie
League Power Johnson, 2-2

DEFENSE…Colin Fitzhenry, No. 24,
and the Blue Devils’ defense contained
the potent ALJ offense.

Little Westies U14 Team Wins
Indoor Soccer Championship

LITTLE WESTIES…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Eduardo Arocha,
Conor Kelly, Michael Walsh, Jesse Ozdamar, Spencer Hambleton and JD
Harabedian; top row, Coach Monroy, Colin Stripling, Christie Monroy, Matt
Mealha and Coach Walsh.

The Little Westies U14 soccer team
recently captured the championship at the
Center Circle in Rahway. The Westies
stormed by all their competition, finish-
ing the eight-game season undefeated,
outscoring opponents 40-8.

The Little Westies are an area team
founded and coached by Kevin Walsh, with
help from Assistant Coach Milk Monroy
and Manager Michael Rempter. The team
consists of players from Scotch Plains and
two players from Hunterdon County. The
team was formed based on Coach Walsh’s
adult soccer team called the Westies.

The Little Westies defeated North

Plainfield, 7-2, for the title. Conor Kelly,
Eduardo Arocha and Michael Walsh
scored two goals apiece, while Spencer
Hambleton dented the net as well. Christie
Monroy and Colin Stripling controlled
the center of the field on defense, while
Matt Mealha and JD Harabedian con-
trolled the flank. Goalie Jesse Ozdamar
made several outstanding saves.

The Little Westies took an early 3-0
lead and never looked back. The stellar
play of the defense allowed the offense to
constantly counter attack. “Go Big or Go
Home” was the Westies motto. The Little
Westies certainly ‘went’ Big.

The Westfield Blue Devils ice hockey
team became the only team in the state
to blemish the record of undefeated
A.L. Johnson Crusaders when the two
teams skated to a 2-2 tie on January 14
at Warinanco Park. The No. 14 Cru-
saders entered the game with a 10-0
record but needed a power play goal
from Sal DeMarzo with 2:34 remain-
ing to pull even with the Blue Devils.

Trailing 1-0 entering the third pe-
riod, the Blue Devils got back-to-back
goals in the first four minutes. Sopho-
more forward C.J. Meyer converted

passes from Joe Kramkoski and Henry
O’Brien just 19 seconds into the pe-
riod. Three minutes later, junior
defenseman Dylan Moran rushed the
puck into the Crusader zone and beat
goaltender Scott Klimchak. Senior co-
captain Pat Tresnan earned the assist.

The Blue Devils had a strong defen-
sive showing against Johnson’s potent
offensive attack. Westfield’s blueline
corps consisting of Moran, Tresnan,
Michael Foley and Colin Fitzhenry kept
Johnson shooters at bay with support
from forwards Matt Wronski, Zander
Maslow and Nick Attanasio. Freshman
goaltender Steve Wronski stopped 35
shots to improve his goals-against aver-
age to 1.6 goals per game. Wronski has
yet to lose a start this season.

On January 13, Westfield dropped a
3-2 decision to Morris County’s Park
Regional in a non-league game played
at Woodbridge Community Center.
Senior Jason Anagnos scored a short-
handed goal with 4:59 remaining to lift
Park to the victory.

Westfield fell behind 1-0 but rallied
to tie the score when Matt Wronski
took a pass from Moran and outraced
a Park defenseman before putting a
shot over goaltender Michael Brattoli’s
right shoulder. Westfield’s second goal
came on the power play early in the
third period when Meyer scored on a
rebound after a series of shots by
O’Brien and Attanasio.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING DOWN ANOTHER REBOUND…Raider Kaylin Jaichon, center, led
everyone in rebounds with 13 and scored 16 points.

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY JANUARY 25th 1-4PM

QUICK DELIVERY MODELS AVAILABLE!
Special Pricing from $449,000

Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado, Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

FSPY A & B Gymnasts Host
S. Mountain, Somerset, Madison

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y gym-
nastics A & B teams hosted South Moun-
tain, Somerset Valley and Madison Ys on
January 10.

12U A Division rookie Lauren
Lockfeld placed second uneven bars. In
ages 13-15, Kacie Bumiller won the all-
around, winning balance beam and floor
exercise, and placing second on vault
and unevens. Zoe-Nicole Stein took sec-
ond all-around, first on unevens and third
on vault and floor. Kaitlyn Frey (A Divi-
sion) placed third all-Around, third on
unevens and fourth on floor. Sarah
VanBuskirk took first on vault, second
on floor and fourth on unevens. Marissa
DiBella grabbed second on beam. Lisa
Matrale earned third on beam and fourth
on floor.

16+: Gina Pelosi took first on all-
around, unevens and floor exercise, sec-
ond on vault and third on beam. Hannah
Kronick captured second all-around, first
on vault and third on unevens and floor.
Kristen Schmicker took first on beam
and third on vault. Samantha Mazzucco
earned second place on unevens and
floor. Kelsey Herbig, who placed second
on beam, and Victoria Shack tied for
third on vault.

B Division (11U): Danielle Scheu took
second unevens and fourth vault, floor
and all-around. Paige VanBuskirk cap-
tured third on vault and fourth on beam.

12-13: Elizabeth Kwok earned third
on bars and fourth place on beam, floor

and all-around. Meghan Yessman
grabbed fourth on vault. Abigail Fontana
took fifth on beam. Rachel Butler and
Heather Mullen also competed.

14+: Michelle Rogoff won all-around,
vault, bars and beam, and took third on
floor. Joelle Pisauro took second on vault
and third on bars. Jamie Rubenstein took
second on bars.

Erin O’Connor Gets
Swimmer of Week

For the second time this year, Erin
O’Connor of Scotch Plains/Union
Catholic Regional, a senior on the
women’s team has been named the Land-
mark Conference Swimmer of the Week.

O’Connor won three individual events
(200-free [2:04.70], 200-fly [2:20.30]
and the 500-free [5:36.66]) in the Roy-
als’ 114-91 victory over Misericordia.
She was previously honored by the Land-
mark Conference for the period ending
November 9 and has been a two-time
recipient last season. She has 11 first-
place finishes in dual-meet competition
this year and 48 in her career. In addi-
tion, O’Connor is the Royals’ record-
holder in the 400-individual medley
(4:42.56) and is a seven-time individual
conference champion, having won four
titles in Scranton’s previous affiliation
with the Middle Atlantic Conference
and three at last year’s Landmark Con-
ference championships.

Kay Gragnano

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct

908-233-7922: Fax

WESTFIELD OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

1389 Outlook Drive West, Mountainside
Dramatic two-story Contemporary designed and built by the
original owner with an abundance of  special features and amenities
such as an Elevator, radiant heat, spectacular views from both
front and rear sun-filled windows. This four bedroom, three and
one half bath home is offered at $799,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 25th 1-4pm

Niki Fry
• Top Sales & Top Volume Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!
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HENRY, WORKMAN, REICHBACH GET BIG VICTORIES

Blue Devil Wrestlers Go 9-0,
Rip Cranford Cougars, 42-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Less than 24 hours after pulling off
an emotional victory over Rahway,
the Westfield High School wrestling
team pushed its record to 9-0 with a
42-19 victory over hosting Cranford
on January 17. The Blue Devils were
revving in high gear, while the 6-4
Cougars were nursing a loss to 11-2
Roselle Park.

Troy Skibitsky set the wheels in
motion with a 1:35 fall, using a wrist-
and-half nelson, over Glenn Cook at
119-lbs. Nick DeFreitas overcame a
cement mixer maneuver in his 125-lb
bout and later scored a takedown in
overtime to stop Kyle Markovich, 9-
7. John Barnes wasted little time floor-
ing Brian Buontempo with a lateral
drop in 1:42 at 130-lbs. Christian
Barber put on a takedown clinic at
135-lbs to seize a 17-7, major deci-
sion over Eric Knight.

After Cougar Matt DiGiovanni

earned a 5-1 decision over Joe
Panerese, Blue Devil Brian Henry saw
several openings with Connor
Londregan and grabbed a 12-0, major-
ity decision at 145-lbs. His stunning,
five-point lateral drop set the stage.

“I was trying to get some good things
going. I was trying to get in some shots
and get him to his back. We have been
working on halves and I tried to get
that half in,” Henry explained.

At 152-lbs, Sam Reichbach faced
Cougar JP Christiano, fresh of a vic-
tory over Roselle Park’s Rich Weslock,
and scored a pair of takedowns and a
reversal to snatch a 7-4 victory.

“I didn’t know anything about this
kid. I knew that my conditioning and
the overall practices in the room, I was
the better wrestler. I got my confidence
in that first period,” said Reichbach,
who added, “We have a great team this
year and kids stepped up. We were able
to show that we could have a big win
one night and then come back the next

day and keep it up. This is the reward
you get for the two, three, four years
you put in the off-season. It really shows
how far Westfield wrestling has come
in the last few years and we are only
looking to get better.”

Robbie Granstrand settled Cougar
George El-Koury with a wrist-half
nelson in 5:07 at 160-lbs then Alan
Workman found big-time success
with three barrel rolls to bury Errol
Petgrade in 3:19 at 171-lbs.

“I was feeling the jump. I got one
under and I felt that I could keep going
with that,” said Workman, who added,
“A lot of kids pulled through. This is
definitely one of the most amazing
things I’ve ever been a part of. I love all
my teammates and it’s feeling great.”

Cougar Julian Campo won a 10-1,
majority decision at 215-lbs, but one
Cougar who really pulled through
was heavyweight Joe Brady, who
hustled throughout to wear down Joe
Kania, 8-2, in double overtime.

“In practice, Campo and I are push-
ing each other every day. Every day is
like #%!! in the practice room. Just
outlast them with the big boys! That’s
what it’s all about,” Brady said. “He
beat me last year, so I had to get him
back.”

Mike Kalimtzis concluded the Blue
Devils’ scoring with a 12-3, majority
decision, featuring a double arm bar
stack, over Ian Henry at 103-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
119: — Skibitsky (W) p Cook, 1:35
125: — DeFreitas (W) d Markovich, 9-7 OT
130: — Barnes (W) p Buontempo, 1:42
135: — Barber (W) md Knight, 17-7
140: — DiGiovanni (C) d Panarese, 5-1
145: — Henry (W) md Londregan, 12-0
152: — Reichbach (W) d Christiano, 7-4
160: — Granstrand (W) p El-Koury
171: — Conner Leahey (C) d Kim, 6-4
189: — Workman (W) p Petgrade, 3:19
215: — Campo (C) md Zach Frantz, 10-1
Hwt: — Brady (C) d Kania, 8-2 2OT
103: — Kalimtzis (W) md Henry, 12-3
112: — Joe Graccio (C) won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPING IN THE HALF…Blue Devil Brian Henry slips in a half nelson in his 145-
lb bout with Cougar Connor Londregan. Henry earned a 12-0, majority decision.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007   

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

219 SINCLAIR PLACE, WESTFIELD  

Classic 10 room Dutch Colonial with 6 bedrooms & 3+ bathrooms offers prime location close to 
downtown shopping and top rated schools.  This charming home boasts a formal Dining Room & 
Living Room with fireplace, 1st floor Office/Den, updated eat-in Kitchen with stainless steel appliances 
and granite counters, inviting deck and patio with fire pit overlooking private rear yard, hardwood floors, 

all new windows and central air.                                                      Newly Repositioned at $899,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1~4PM 

SIMPSON
Immediate Response

908-872-6521
Fully Insured • NJ Lic.# 07475

Full Service Contracting

Plumbing • Electrical • HVAC
Additions • Bath & Kitchen

http://www.geocities.com/richard.simpson

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Established 1984

Custom Builders
Architectural Trimwork

Additions

Renovations

908-654-3444

Custom Home Builders
Renovations & Remodeling

Westfield, NJ
 Phone 908.497.7053 

Free Estimates

• New Homes
• Additions / Add a Levels
• Renovations / Alterations
• Kitchens / Baths

New York, NY
Phone 212.672.1856

www.PDGBui lding.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

NJ LIC#10473

Main Lines

Camera Inspection

Hydro Jetting

Sink Clogs

Toilets Installed

Faucets/diverters

Sump Pumps

Yard Drains

And much More!

**FREE ESTIMATE**

(908) 322-3609

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement

Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation  •  5 Year Labor Warranty

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS

BATHS
BASEMENTS

908-370-7632
No Jobs Too Small       Fully Insured

908-232-1199

Residential • Commerical

License # 13VH03090400 • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Save Water, Energy
Electricity

The Environment

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/24/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

2009 - North Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, Various locations
including and North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union and Warren Counties; 100% State; DP No: 08479

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/09, 1/22/09 and 1/29/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/10/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

2009 North 78, 80, 280 & 287 Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, Various
locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren

Counties; 100% State; DP No: 08483

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/09, 1/22/09 and 1/29/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 09-01-20

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748

NATURE OF SERVICE: Planning Ser-
vices as Redevelopment Agency Planner

DURATION: For a period ending no
;ater than December 31, 2009

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/22/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

2009 MEETING DATES

TAKE NOTICE THAT the following meet-
ing dates have been established for the
Garwood Planning Board. Meetings be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m., workshop is at 7:15
p.m. The meetings will be held at the
Municipal Building located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.

MEETING DATE
January 14, 28

February 25
March 11, 25

April 22
May 13, 27

June 24
July 22

August 26
September 9, 23

October 28
November 12 *Thursday

December 9
And January 13, 2010

Adele Lewis, Board Secretary
1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS SPECIAL IM-

PROVEMENT DISTRICT  (IN COMPLI-
ANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC MEET-

INGS ACT, CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the  Scotch
Plains Special Improvement District of the
following meeting:

Date: January 29, 2009
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Stage House Restaurant, 366

Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076

Type of Meeting: Business meeting of
the Scotch Plains Special Improvement
District and possible committee appoint-
ments.

Agenda: As above.
Actions to be taken: Possible committee

appointments.
Date of Notification:  January 16, 2009

1 T - 1/22/09, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OIF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on January 8, 2009, the following
decision of the Board was memorialized:

Denied,  Robert Margeotes, 430 War-
ren Street, Block 4103, Lot 19 for a
Temporary Operating Permit to operate a
car service business and park two cars at
said property.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/22/09, The TImes Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Febru-
ary 4, 2009 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 pm to hear
and consider the following appeal for pre-
liminary and final site plan approval and
variance relief from the requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

C. F.G. R., L.L.C. (Applicant), 214 East
Grove Street (Property)

Applicant proposes expansion of an
existing general office use building lo-
cated on the Property and conversion of
the building to medical office use. Appli-
cant seeks preliminary and final major site
plan approval along with associated “c”
(bulk) and “d” (use) variances. The Appli-
cant proposes to add approximately 297
square feet of building area to the existing
first floor area of 6908 square feet for a
total of 7205 square feet on the first floor.
Applicant proposes adding 1,996 square
feet to the existing  second floor office
space  of 4316 square feet for a total of
6312 square feet on the second floor. The
proposal includes enclosing areas that
are currently first floor porches and adding
a front entry. By doing so the building
coverage increases by approximately 572
square feet. The Applicant proposes to
add a sidewalk that leads from the street to
the front entry. The all improvements cov-
erage as a result of the added building
coverage and the sidewalk increases by
approximately 779 square feet. The Appli-
cant also proposes to raise and change
the roof configuration, make changes to
the site lighting and use a portion of the
basement for tenant office and confer-
ence room

The basement has 6432 square feet
and Applicant proposes to use 2437 square
feet of the basement for medical office and
conference room use with the balance of
the basement to be used for storage and
location of mechanical equipment.

Applicant is seeking Preliminary and
Final Major Site Plan Approval together
with variances from the following sections
of the Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield:

11.22E.5 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Pro-
posed is 34.5 feet.

11.22E.8 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building height of 30 feet. Proposed
is 42.83 feet. A Use Variance pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70d (6) is requested.

11.22E.10 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum all improvements coverage of 50%.
Proposed is 60.5%.

17.02B2 – Ordinance requires 80 park-
ing spaces by zone. Proposed are 42
parking spaces.

17.02C5a – Ordinance requires 91 park-
ing spaces by use. Proposed are 42 park-
ing spaces.

17.10C – Ordinance allows a maximum
illumination level of .5 F.C. Proposed is
greater than .5 F.C.

Section 12.04C – Ordinance permits the
basement to be used only for storage and
similar support functions. A Use Variance
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70 d.(1) is
requested.

Formal action may be taken at that meet-
ing.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Arthur P. Attenasio
Attorney for Applicant

324 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091

(908) 233-6013
1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Febru-
ary 2, 2009 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal:

08-11 Michael Isolda, Antonio Isolda
and Joseph Isolda, 623 Cumberland
Street, Block 2710, Lot 7. Applicant seeks
approval of a minor subdivision. Applicant
proposes to raze the existing single-family
residence on the property and subdivide
the property into two conforming lots each
lot being 50 feet x 142.50 feet.

List of Existing Non-Conforming Zoning
Conditions, Block 2710, Lot 7

§11.12.E.5 – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Present
is 13.25 feet.

§11.12.E.5 – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard (average) of 26.32 feet.
Present is 13.25 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Recording Secretary

1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader Fee: $31.11

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIPS OF GREEN BROOK,

SCOTCH PLAINS AND WESTFIELD,
AND BOROUGHS OF NORTH
PLAINFIELD, MOUNTAINSIDE, AND
WATCHUNG; SOMERSET AND UNION
COUNTIES, NEW JERSEY; US ROUTE
22 CORRIDOR, GREEN BROOK WA-
TERSHED, RARITAN RIVER DRAINAGE
BASIN; APPLICATION FOR NJDEP
FRESHWATER WETLAND GENERAL
PERMIT #10A FOR VERY MINOR ROAD
CROSSINGS.

This is to inform you that on or about
January 22, 2009, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, PO BOX 600,
Trenton, NJ 08625-0600, will be applying
to the NJ Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), Division of Land Use
Regulation, for a Freshwater Wetlands
General Permit #10A for very minor road
crossings under the N.J. Freshwater Wet-
lands Protection Act and a Flood Hazard
Area Individual Permit under the N.J. Flood
hazard Area Control Act, in order to obtain
authorization to perform regulated activi-
ties related to improvements for traffic and
pedestrian safety at thirteen intersections
along US Route 22, including: King George
Road, Cramer Avenue, Warrenville Road,
Rock Avenue, West End Avenue, Wilson
Avenue, North Drive, Watchung Square
Mall, Gray Street, Mountain Avenue, Terril
Road, Blue Star Drive, and Robin Hood
Road.

The Freshwater Wetlands General Per-
mit #10A Permit is required in order to
disturb less than one-eighth of an acre of
wetland transition area for the construc-
tion of the proposed improvements. The
Flood Hazard Area Individual permit is
required because some or all of the work
is proposed in a flood hazard area or in a
riparian zone.

The complete Freshwater Wetland Gen-
eral Permit #10A and Flood Hazard Area
Individual Permit request can be reviewed
after January 22, 2009, at any of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s offices listed above or by
appointment at the NJDEP Division of
Land Use Regulation office at the address
listed below. The NJDEP welcomes any
information or comments that you may
have concerning wetlands or open waters
on the referenced properties. Written com-
ments should be submitted within 15 days
of this notice to the NEW JERSEY DE-
PARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION, Division of Land Use
Regulation, P.O. Box 439, Trenton, NJ
08625; Attn: Transportation Section Chief.
The NJDEP will notify the applicable Town-
ship and Borough Environmental Com-
missions, Planning Boards and Construc-
tion Officials of the NJDEP’s approval or
denial of the General Permit #10A and
Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit re-
quest.
1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 143-08, adopted by the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains on January 13, 2009 that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on January 27, 2009 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be examined at. Ace Towing, 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 9:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:30 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
Plymouth 1997 2P4FP253XVR100538 $2850.00
GMC 1998 1GKDT13W6W2522678 $2550.00

The following vehicle may be examined at Plains Auto Body, 2368 Beryllium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 10:15 pm. Public Auction will commence at 10:30 pm.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
Toyota 1995 4T1SK12E7SU561630 $2790.00

Barbra Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/22/09, The Times Fee: $49.98

LUXURY FURNISHED TOWNHOUSE

Westfield Northside - 2 bdrm, 1 &
1/2 baths, kitchen newly reno-
vated. Washer/dryer, fireplace, lin-
ens, dishes etc. $2500 per month,
No fee. Call (347) 881-6140

OPEN HOUSE  SUN 1/25 2-5

Parkview Estates, spacious center
hall Colonial home, 4Brs, 2.5
baths, FamRm w/fireplace, central
air, Deck, hot tub, newer baths,
large bright kitchen, full finished
basement, 2 car garage, fenced
private 98x130 setting, excellent
area! Offered at $875,000.

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

Contact Mary D’Agostino
(848) 219-4117

PARTY PACKAGE!
Would you like to see the big
game even BIGGER?!
Rent a 65” 1080p LCD TV!
Or how about an LCD Projec-
tor! We’ve got them all!

Please call for details
Westfield AV.com

(908) 838-9090

SUPERBOWL

HOUSE CLEANER

Tired? Stressed?
Experienced house cleaner

at affordable prices.
Excellent references and reliable.

Call (908) 868-0371
Ask for Kathy

ITALIAN VILLA RENTAL

7br-6ba, 9300s.f 16th century villa
20 min ctr. of Florence.

Pool, staff (2), fitness center
Awesome villa for weekly rentals

I was just there
Call JUDI (908) 789-1630

SENIOR SERVICE

Help for the Senior Set.
Home improvement projects.
Errands. Odd Jobs. Reliable
local Dad. Reasonable rates.

(917) 841-4999

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT

Westfield- 2nd Fl, 2 family house,
walk to train + town, off st parking,
$1100/month + utilities 1 1/2 month
security, no pets, avail March 1.

(908) 377-3538

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Westfield - Two-bedroom apt. in
a nice older brick building, new
bathroom, $1395; One-bedroom
apt., modern kitchen, parking,
laundry on premises, $1095.

Call (908) 591-5165

CHILDCARE / NANNY NEEDED

FT Childcare / Nanny needed in
Westfield for two young children.
Driver’s Lic & local ref.’s required.
Please call evenings

(908) 531-3874

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

OFFICE / RETAIL FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Office/Retail

750 sq. ft.  with Parking
$900 per month.

Call (908) 233-7279

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD SALON

Four hairdressers with
followings needed, flexible

hours, hospitalization available.
Call (908) 928-1901

CNAs WANTED

Part-time/FT. Seeking non-
medical caregivers to assist elderly
in their homes. Competitive salary.

(908) 322-0056
WESTFIELD:

David O. Flannery and Mary A.
Flannery to Richard B. and Donna D.
Campbell, 864 Hillside Avenue,
$1,235,000.

Leo C. and Sandra White, Jr. to
Garrick J. and Ann M. Stavrovich,
314 Edgewood Avenue, $990,000.

Robert W. and Cynthia N. Cockren
to Pierre D. and Dana N. Dossin, 520
Sherwood Parkway, $985,000.

Frederic A. and Bonnie Schulaner
to Dirk and Suzanne Busse, 555 St.
Marks Avenue, $750,000.

David A. Rossi to 114 Quimby NJ,
LLC, 114 Quimby Street, $669,500.

Timothy A. and Kym Popp to
Stephen A. and Janet L. Edwards,
215 Midwood Place, $1,335,000.

Matthew E. and Jennie K. Outten
to Michael G. Petrizzi and Jessica L.
Spinelli, 942 Boulevard, $601,000.

Ralph A. Rapuano, Jr. to Andrew
and Ellen Hoch, 845 and 831 Boule-
vard, $1,469,000.

Dabiel P. and Diana M. McGonigle
to John B. and Martha Jo McDevitt,
180 Lincoln Road, $1,200,000.

Lucille Weiss to Christina Beck,
520 Raymond Street, $900,000.

Joseph T. and Marcella Freisen to
Bradley and Jennifer Melvin, (Trust),
555 Lenox Avenue, $830,000.

Jemcol, LLC to Almuth Etzler, 316-
A Palsted Avenue, $620,000.

Janet L. and Stephen A. Edwards to

Recent Home Sales

Mary P. Ruotolo, 647 Lamberts Mill
Road, $699,000.

Dale and Theresa Albright, Jr. to
John C. and Emilie Marvosa, 641
Radley Road, $685,000.

Myron M. and Joan F. Harvist to
John H. Thinnes, Jr., 418-A Rahway
Avenue, $397,500.

Allen E. Moton, Jr. and James Jamal
Brown to Michael J. Macakay and
Hong Tieng Lim, 545 First Street,
$557,500.

Harry and Maria Bridgeman to Qi
Li and Haiyun Xing, 569 Pierson
Street, $602,500.

First Union Nation Bank to Poly C,
LLC and Serf Realty, LLC, 154 East
Broad, Street, $2,275,000.

Gertrude B. Simons to Anthony M.
and Kimberly Tessitore, 739 St.
Marks Avenue, $590,000.

Steven R. and Sara P. Thode to
James A. and Julie Hutchinson, 670
Willow Grove Road, $495,000.

Timothy M. and Marsha L. Bogen
to Paul and Caraline Koellhoffer, 906
Irving Avenue, $570,000.

TR Homes, LLC to Alan J. and
Kelly B. Moore, 413 Clifton Street,
$1,315,000.

Daniel T. Newman to Matthew D.
Jessup and Sandra S. Colannino, 150
North Cottage Place, $790,000.

Gerald D. and Ellen H. Rotella to
Thomas J. and Aldona D. Haines,
1065 Lamberts Mill Road, $740,000.

A ‘Dream’ Comes True
For WF Book Club Members

READING IS FUNDAMENTAL…Westfield women who recently met with the
98-year-old author Harry Bernstein, who wrote the books “The Invisible Wall”
and “The Dream,” are Marianne Flood, next to Mr. Bernstein, and standing, left
to right, are: Barbara Kemps, Chris Molloy, Beth Gillin, Lucy Banta, Debbie
Kendrick and Lorre Korecky.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Book Club, Words and
Wisdom, met recently with 98-year-
old author, Harry Bernstein, whose
memoir, “The Dream,” was a favorite
selection of the Westfield women.
The club previously read Mr.
Bernstein’s “The Invisible Wall,”
which prompted the decision to read
the sequel. The books follow the
author’s difficult years growing up in
poverty in England and his move to
America, where struggles continued
for him and his family.

“It was an absolute thrill to meet
Harry,” said Debbie Kendrick, who
made the initial contact with the au-

thor by arranging a telephone inter-
view regarding “The Invisible Wall.”

Following the interview, Mr.
Bernstein invited the book club to
visit him for discussion of his second
book, “The Dream.”

“He is such an inspiration,” said book
club member Marianne Flood. “He is
bright, engaging, and has such a posi-
tive attitude.” Mr. Bernstein had his
first book published at age 96, and told
the Westfield women, “There is great
potential of people my age. An 88-year-
old woman won the Nobel Prize.”

Following the death of his beloved
wife of 70 years, Mr. Bernstein was
encouraged by someone in his grief
support group “to do whatever you
are most comfortable with.” Having
written articles for magazines and
newspapers for many years, and retir-
ing at age 62, he decided to venture
back into writing in his 90’s. “Writ-
ing was all I knew how to do, except
breathe,” he explained. “Age is no
longer a barrier to creative thinking,”
Mr. Bernstein told the group.

His third book, “The Golden Wil-
low,” is expected to be available this
spring.

When asked what his dream is to-
day, Mr. Bernstein quickly responded,
“To live to 100 years old and finish
my fourth book.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF

ORDINANCE 09-01-01
AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Board of Health of the Borough of Fanwood
on January 15, 2009. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey between
the hours of 8AM and 4PM Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 354, SANITARY
REGULATIONS, ARTICLE V
SECTION 354-13B. LICENS-
ING; FEES”

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on February 5, 2009.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 1/22/09, The Times Fee: $21.93

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.comPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held January 20,
2009, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
3rd day of  February, 2009 at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1932

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of Westfield in the County of Union as
follows:

SECTION I.
 That the provisions of Section 13-6 –

“Stop intersections” of the Town Code
shall be amended by adding the following:

Cleveland Avenue & John Street
Stop signs shall be installed on John

Street.
SECTION II.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in

conflict or inconsistent with any part of the
terms of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event any section, part or provi-

sion of this ordinance shall be held uncon-
stitutional or invalid by any court, such
holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof
other than the part so held unconstitutional
or invalid.

SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after

passage and publication, as soon as, and
in the manner permitted by law.
1 T - 1/22/09, The Leader     Fee: $44.39

Thrift Store Announces
Annual Clearance Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s (WSL) Thrift Shop, lo-
cated on the first floor at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will hold it’s annual
end-of-winter Bag Day on Saturday,
February 7, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Customers may purchase a grocery
size bag for $5 and fill it to the brim
with clothing, toys, books, shoes and
household items found throughout
the shop. The WSL also operates a
Consignment Shop, upstairs, at the
same location, and select items will
be reduced up to 75 percent off.

The WSL is a non-profit, volunteer
organization serving the Westfield
community. Proceeds from the sales
in both shops are donated to local
charities throughout the area. The
more you buy at the shops, the more
the WSL gives back to local charities.

E.E. Ford Grants
The Mount $50K Grant

AREA – The E.E. Ford Foundation,
a leading contributor to independent
secondary schools who are members
of the National Association of Inde-
pendent Schools, has granted Mount
Saint Mary Academy of Watchung a
challenge grant of $50,000.

The academy must raise $100,000
to meet its part of the matching grant.
Grant money must be used for a schol-
arship endowment that provides par-
tial and full need-based scholarships
for girls attending the Mount. E.E.
Ford is an independent foundation
founded in 1957.

SPF Youth Baseball
Clinics to Be Held

Tom Baylock, the head baseball
coach at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, will hold his Winter
Baseball Clinic for players in grades
2-7 this winter at the Ball Park in
Springfield.

The final session will be Febru-
ary 2, 9, 16 and 23. For fees, times
and registration forms, please visit
spfyba.org or call The Ball Park at
(973) 376-9295.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 22, 2009 Page 17

Jr. Musical Club to Hold
New Member Auditions

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club, a division of The Musical
Club of Westfield, is a performing
group of eighth grade through high
school instrumentalists and vocalists
from Westfield and nearby commu-
nities united by their love of music.

Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. Musi-
cians in the club perform for each
other during club meetings and join
with members of the Senior Club to
perform for special events such as
Festifall in Westfield.

Highlights this year are the en-
semble concert on Monday, March
16, at 7:30 p.m. featuring all the mem-
bers of the Junior Musical Club and a
senior recital on Monday, June 8, at
7:30 p.m. by club members about to
go on to college.

Both concerts are held at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield, and are free and
open to the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to indi-
viduals in grades 8 to 12 who are
studying music. Two pieces must be
performed for the audition, one piece
from the period up to and including
Beethoven and another piece from
the Romantic or Modern period.

Audition dates are Wednesday,
February 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the home
of Sue Xiao, 574 Pierson Street, and
Sunday, June 14, at 4:30 p.m. at the
home of Beverly Thomson Shea, 2121
Princeton Avenue in Scotch Plains.
To audition, or for more information,
contact James Chu, vice-president of
auditions, at (908) 928-0565.

FESTIFALL PERFORMANCE…Junior Musical Club member Brenda Li, on
right, performs with her sister Joanne Li, far left, and Musical Club members
Peggy Tristram, seated, and Lubove Schnable, center, at Westfield’s Festifall.

Milan Rocks Starland
Steady for Badfish Bounty

students, including James O’Rourke,
Peter and Joseph Ondi, Frank Scalara,
Austin Slifer, Dominick Venturino,
Jason Yang and Tim York, have vol-
unteered to assist with the fundraiser.

She said Edison Intermediate stu-
dents Tori and Mary Kate Miller have
offered their time as well. The stu-
dents are volunteering community ser-
vice as they work toward their Con-
firmations at St. Helen’s.

Ms. Ondi also reported many local
merchants have generously donated
gift baskets for a raffle to take place
that evening.

Mrs. Muselli said she never real-
ized how many “amazing friends”
she had in town.

“We could never have survived these
last months without the tremendous
support and love from the community
of Westfield,” she said. “My family
and I sincerely thank you from the
bottom of our hearts… Your love has
surrounded us and made us stronger.”

To learn more about the upcoming
Lincoln School Hoops event, call
(908) 377-6792.

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAYREVILLE — Despite the
death of its lead singer Bradley
Nowell, the music of rock-reggae leg-
ends Sublime has continued to be
played across America thanks to the
efforts of tribute group Badfish. Ear-

lier this month, on a Saturday night,
Badfish got help from local band
Milan and two others to keep the
music alive in the Starland Ballroom.

The evening was a five-band event,
beginning with Dub Proof, a jazz-
reggae combo. Unfortunately, the
band’s long jams were brought down
by weak lyrics and a general lack of
direction.

Second band Command Radio
fared far better, invoking the horns of
Reel Big Fish with the hard guitars
and rough vocals of Stone Temple
Pilots. The crowd at Starland was
enthralled, moshing all across the
floor as the band rocked on.

But of all the local bands playing,
North Plainfield’s Milan was the only
one the crowd actually chanted for
(unsurprising, since Milan won the
2008 Jersey Shows Battle of the Bands
at Starland).

As the curtain rose on the band, it
launched into “10,000 People,” its
only political number; despite a mal-
functioning microphone, the band
never missed a beat, and the crowd
never seemed to care.

Dressed in a Sublime t-shirt, singer-
guitarist Milan Lazistan led the band
through a group of songs, twisting
and turning onstage as if in the grips
of a joyful seizure.

Bassist David Sloyan, known for
his own wild dancing, easily kept up
as he bopped and stomped his feet,
like a younger Angus Young of AC/
DC, while somehow managing to keep
the groove.

Mr. Sloyan’s defining moment,
however, came during “Slave Trade,”
when he and drummer Edwin Estevez
launched into a drum war, with Mr.
Sloyan on a small mini-kit that still
managed to keep up with Mr. Estevez.

Not to be outdone, Mr. Lazistan
threw in his own tricks, playing his
guitar with his teeth and behind his
head. He also culled strong applause
at the end of the set, when he called
out to Bradley Nowell, saying, “Bra-
dley, we love you!”

Despite the strong showing, Milan
could have benefited from slowing
the show down a bit, as the band often
went from song to song with no tran-
sition, making it hard to differentiate
the songs from one another.

Still, that could be chalked up to
being on a five-group bill or perhaps
the band’s own excitement at open-
ing for Badfish at the same club in
which it won a Battle of the Bands.

Despite their speedy playing, Milan
still thrilled the Starland faithful,
which crowd-surfed to the music and
showed undeniable appreciation for
the band on a night in memory of
rock-reggae legends Sublime.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Ori Conducts Photo,
Painting Workshops

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights, photogra-
pher of architecture and landscape,
will lead multiple groups of photog-
raphers and painters in workshops
that vary in levels from beginner to
experienced artist in all mediums.

All the workshops will focus on the
gardens, architecture, portraits and
natural environments of the historic
Cape May area and will include a
walking tour of the area, wine-and-
cheese reception, painting or photog-
raphy sessions, discussions, critiques
and hands-on opportunities.

Workshops vary in length from
three to four days, beginning on April
26, and concluding on May 9. Regis-
trations have begun, and some work-
shops have a limited number of par-
ticipants.

For additional information and reg-
istration, contact Ms. Ori directly at
(908) 790-8820. or visit
nancyoriphotography.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

You know that boring couple you’ve
been promising to double with, but keep
putting off for fear of the dead air that
might permeate the evening? Call them
now. Suggest you see Doubt. The film
will take up 104 minutes. Following that,
either at dinner or the coffee table of
choice, even the dullest of dullards should
be spurred to conversation.

Writer/director John Patrick Shanley’s
supercharged delve into the nooks and
crannies of truth, morality and the con-
founding gray areas that surround said
principles is that kind of movie. Posing its
what-ifs, maybes and do-you-supposes in
a tension-filled opus to uncertainty, Doubt
has you begging for the proverbial can of
worms to be opened.

But not so fast. Mr. Shanley’s superbly
played script about a nun (Meryl Streep)
who suspects a priest (Philip Seymour
Hoffman) of improprieties with a young
African American student (Joseph Fos-
ter) slyly proves how difficult it can some-
times be to discern the truth. Only the
most close-minded won’t second-guess
their conclusions.

The devilish beauty of it all: it’s an equal
opportunity conundrum that resides at the
heart of the plot. On first blush, strict
constructionists will rush to support Meryl
Streep’s no-nonsense Sister Aloysius
Beauvier. Whereas liberals might initially
be moved by the disarming, hale and hearty
Father Flynn, who Philip Seymour
Hoffman so warmly fashions.

And then it insidiously creeps into our
reasoning processes…doubt. Not neces-
sarily because we wish right done, though
it’s nice to think so. But more probably,
we’d just like to be right. There are differ-
ences. And embodying them with chame-
leon-like naturalness, the leads skillfully
interpret the author’s every diversion and
sleight of hand.

Mood-filled art direction enhances
Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play.
Set in a Bronx parish, circa 1964, the
stark, authoritarian atmosphere is framed
by the unbending, linear solemnity of the
cityscape. And leave it to Streep, mistress
of accents, to echo the scenery with just
the right, rough-edged, blue-collar con-
tralto to her tone.

It makes her all the more foreboding.
Surely it must have been a martinet like
her who daily-administered discipline
back in the day to my next-door pal, Little
Michael. Then again, though not excus-
ing that sister’s actions, said friend was a
bit of a wiseacre. Come to think of it, this
scenario just seems too simple: Charis-
matic Priest vs. Suspicious Nun.

Something’s afoot. It becomes increas-

Doubt: Casts
Compelling Shadows

ingly difficult to imagine a satisfactory
ending, Pulitzer or not. We bristle. Per-
haps there’s a twist. Meanwhile, tensions
thicken. We scrutinize each nuance…that
last smile flashed by either Father Flynn
or Sister Aloysius. We find ourselves
truth seekers, jurors, troubled and bur-
dened, but never bored.

Making it all the more difficult, we
progressives want to like Father Flynn.
At the dawn of the social change that will
mark the 1960s, he’s espousing the emerg-
ing mantra. Yet for all the hardened cold-
ness Sister Aloysius represents, it’d be
hypocritical to merely discount her as a
frustrated old biddy. Her accusatory an-
tennae detect something.

Plainly, the viewer needs more
info…possibly something in either rival’s
background that might supply an entrée
to their raison d’etre. Look hard if you
will. But Mr. Shanley deals only one solid
clue for every three feints. In the process,
we come to appreciate the detrimental
power of our own preconceptions and
vow to next see a comedy.

Miss Streep and Mr. Hoffman lock
horns with enigmatic flourish. Playing it
equally close to the vestments, both ac-
tors guard the film’s seemingly impen-
etrable mystery with subtle skill. And
despite the personal cataclysms their char-
acters experience, you can’t help but think
that they actually relish this moral battle
they were predestined to fight.

Not quite so equipped for the turmoil
that ensues at St. Nicholas is Amy Adams’
Sister James. An eighth grade teacher and
relatively new member of the church com-
munity, the novitiate would have preferred
to reside within the protection of the church
sans incident, sheltered from the cruelties
of the real world. Well, afraid not, sister.

True, her superior may have planted
the seed of mistrust. But all the same, she
sees something…its value uncertain but
curious. Partly because of her own doubts,
partly for being Sister Aloysius’s unwit-
ting pawn, she alerts the latter about a
possible, unholy alliance between young
Miller and the popular priest. She is drawn
into the imbroglio.

Thus, we are presented a parable wor-
thy of our gray matter. Scintillatingly
exploring its title subject while also mak-
ing astute investigations into authority,
obligation, faith and truth, there’s plenty
here to ponder. And just think: the afore-
mentioned couple will be so impressed
with your choice of Doubt that double
dating once again will be a sure thing.

* * *
Doubt, rated PG-13, is a Miramax Films

release directed by John Patrick Shanley
and stars Meryl Streep, Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Amy Adams. Running time:
104 minutes.
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Mystery Meets Geometry
In Marcia Kanter’s Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tamaques School
elementary art educator Marcia
Kanter’s exhibit of watercolors, “A
Stroll Through the Garden,” graced
the Pearl Street Gallery in the Eliza-
beth offices of the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the New Year.

Color and shape
dominated the ex-
hibit, which con-
sisted of recent
work inspired by
pieces of sculpture
at the Grounds for
Sculpture in
Hamilton and the
Storm King Art
Center in
Mountainvi l le ,
N.Y.

“I love geom-
etry and curves
and the mysteri-
ousness of them,”
said Ms. Kanter,
now in her 41st
year as an elemen-
tary art specialist
in the Westfield
school system.

Thirty-six of
those years have
been at Tamaques School.

“I have taught two and three gen-
erations of some families,” she said.

Ms. Kanter calls
the paintings in “A
Stroll Through the
Garden” her “own
take” on sculpture.

“I see my work
more as abstract
landscapes than
actual paintings of
sculpture. In a way,
my works are like
landscapes of the
mind,” she said.

One particularly
striking piece, “The Lady,” is a repre-
sentation of a sculpture that stands in
a pond outside Rats Restaurant at
Grounds for Sculpture.

The curves of the figure are high-
lighted by a brilliant red dress and
contrasted against a dark backdrop.

The mysterious effect Ms. Kanter
evokes is evidenced by the position of
the lady, for it is left to the viewer to
decide if she is looking out at the

world, or the world is looking in at
her.

In “Skating on Thin Ice,” Ms Kanter
uses lines, angles and color to suggest
a lone figure skater.

“My technique is mystical, yet it is
real at the same time,” she said.

Although Ms. Kanter has loved art
all her life, it is only within the last 10
years that she has thought of herself

as an artist.
“I always saw

myself as a
teacher,” she says.
“Then, when I
studied for my
master’s degree
[in Fine Arts Edu-
cation at Kean
University], I be-
gan to see how
painting trans-
ports me.”

“Getting my
master’s degree
was a way of forc-
ing myself to pro-
duce,” she said.

She works on
three to four pieces
at a time in her
Edison home on
the weekends dur-
ing the early-
morning hours.

Ms. Kanter is an associate member
of the Garden State Watercolor Soci-
ety, the New Jersey Water Color So-

ciety and the Art
Educators of New
Jersey.

 She has re-
ceived the
Governor’s Rec-
ognition Award
for Excellence in
Teaching and the
Elementary Divi-
sional Award by
the Art Educators
of New Jersey.

Ms. Kanter re-
ceived her Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
gree from Boston University College
of Fine Arts and her Masters in Fine
Arts Education from Kean Univer-
sity.

As she nears retirement, Ms. Kanter
plans to devote more of her time to
her painting.

“I hope I’ve instilled a love of art in
my students,” she said. “Now paint-
ing is necessary to my life.”

“Ellipse” by Marcia Kanter

“I always saw myself as a
teacher...Then, when I
studied for my master’s
degree [in Fine Arts
Education at Kean
University], I began to see
how painting transports me.”

~ Marcia Kanter

No Recession Evident in WCP’s
Blazing Rendition of Salesman

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Some of the most
talented actors the Westfield stage
has seen in years are setting the
Westfield Community Players stage
ablaze with a passionate version of
Arthur Miller’s Death of a Sales-
man.

The 1949 Tony Award-winning
and Pulitzer Prize-winning play for
Drama is set in the Loman house,
where Willy (Robert Mackasek), a
traveling salesman, chases the
American Dream of material suc-
cess and affection as well as respect
of his peers and family. In pursuit of
that dream, though, he loses sight of
the importance of integrity and, un-
fortunately, himself.

The fragile mental state of 60-
year-old Willy oscillates from gran-
diosity to inferiority. He confesses
to his wife Linda (Donne Petito) that
lately he has “strange thoughts” and
she fears he’s losing a grip on reality.

When their adult sons Biff (Peter
Curley) and Happy (David M.
Farrington) come home for an over-
night visit, Linda shares her suspi-
cions that their dad is trying to take
his own life.

Throughout the play, there are
dreamlike flashbacks, called “sub-
jective memories” by Miller. In these
“mobile concurrences,” the audience
can see people and scenes from
Willy’s past, but the other characters
on stage only hear the salesman talk-
ing to imaginary beings.

In his fantasy world, Willy chats
with his wealthy brother Ben (Stan
Kaplan), his personal antithesis, in a
stream-of-consciousness fashion.

Delusional, Willy brags to his sons
about how well-liked he is as a sales-
man. “If you are liked, you’ll never
wait,” he says of his supposed popu-
larity. Yet only a breath later he
whines privately to his wife, “People
don’t seem to take to me.”

His favored son, Biff, a football
hero while in high school, has gone
through 20 to 30 jobs since his “glory
days.” Biff’s life seems to have col-
lapsed just before he was scheduled
to graduate from high school.

Even the bookworm boy next door,
Bernard, (Alistair Williams), recog-
nizes that Biff’s potential flame was
inexplicably snuffed out before
graduation day. Willy thinks Biff’s
lack of success is just his way of
spiting him. Biff’s anger and failure
in life are an enigma to Willy, and the
audience, until one of the flashbacks
explains Biff’s disdain for his once-
revered father.

Brava to Ms. Petito for her sympa-
thetic, longsuffering Linda. Ms.
Petito handles the present and two
decade flashbacks with the help of a
few hairclips and marvelous acting.
Her last few words to Willy evoke

Oratorio Seeks Singers
For Spring Concert

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey (OSNJ) will begin re-
hearsals at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
January 27, for its April 25 concert
featuring Mendelssohn’s Paulus ora-
torio (sung in English) at Cedar Grove
High School.

Subsequent rehearsals will begin
at 8 p.m. Music will be available, for
$33; membership, for those who did
not sing with the society in the fall, is
$50. Seniors are charged $40.

The society is seeking individuals
with choral singing experience for all
voice parts, especially tenors.

The April concert will be at Union
Congregational Church in Montclair;
Sandor Szabo will conduct.

chills.
As the delusional salesman, Mr.

Mackasek shines. He fills the role of
Willy masterfully, rivaling actors
George C. Scott, Dustin Hoffman
and Brian Dennehy, all who played
the role before him in Broadway
revivals.

Mr. Farrington, as Biff, is heart
breaking in his despair over his failed
relationship with Willy. Their well-
timed shouting matches stem from a
heart of deceit. “We never told the
truth for 10 minutes in this house,”
Biff screams to his father, who,
through the years, has elevated small
virtues and forgotten big vices.

Playing Happy, a distasteful wom-
anizer, Mr. Curley character can
charm his father, brother and the
audience into believing his fantastic
dreams for the Loman brothers.

Next-door neighbor Charley is pre-
sented thoughtfully by Mentha
Marley, while Charley’s son Ber-
nard, Mr. Williams, is wonderfully
nerdy with his argyle socks and
heavy-rimmed glasses.

The stereotypic women charac-
ters are handled nicely by Susan
Murray Tapper, Danielle Levitt and
Candy Predham. Mr. Kaplan por-
trays a dapper, credible Ben and Seth
Newfield as the self-absorbed
Howard, Willy’s boss.

This tightly woven show, produced
by Nick Thomas, is well directed by
Sherrie Ahlin. The small stage at
WCP is not particularly conducive
to the flashback scenes due to space
limitations, but with expert lighting
designed by Bob Murray and oper-
ated by Jessica Foerst, and a multi-
tiered set designed by Bill
McMeekan, one’s imagination can
fill in where necessary.

WCP’s version of Miller’s memo-
rable American classic takes com-
munity theater to a new level.

Performances conclude this com-
ing weekend. To learn more, call
(908) 232 1221.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIFE OF A SALESMAN...Brothers Ben (Stan Kaplan) and Willy Loman (Robert
Mackasek) discuss Ben’s monetary success in the Westfield Community Players’
production of Arthur Miller’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, Death of a Salesman.
The show runs through January 24.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘SUBLIMINAL...’North Plainfield band Milan earned the crowd’s raucous
approval as the group rocked the Starland Ballroom earlier this month in tribute
to rock-reggae legends Sublime.
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Choral Art Society of New Jersey
Presents Handel’s ‘Solomon’

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey presented a lovely
rendition of Handel’s “Solomon” at
Temple Emanu-El last weekend.

Starring countertenor Joseph Hill
as Solomon, soprano Andi Campbell
as the Queen of Sheba and tenor
Stephen Sands as Zadok, the oratorio
truly shined.

An oratorio, similar to an opera, is
devoid of elaborate costumes and props,
and there is little character interaction.
Most oratorios are based on biblical
stories; such is the case in “Solomon.”

James Little, now in his ninth sea-
son directing the Choral Art Society,
conducted the soloists and 57-mem-
ber chorus, and was accompanied by a
21-member orchestra. In addition, he
supported the arias on harpsichord.

The piece is divided into three acts.
Act I encompassed beautifully trium-
phant, gleeful music and poetic songs
that praise Jehovah for the completed
temples in Jerusalem, which were

considered the most significant of
Solomon’s many building projects.

Act II told the well-known story of
two women who both claim mater-
nity of a newborn baby boy. Solomon
offers to cut the baby in half with his
sword as a ploy to discover which
woman is being truthful. When one
woman says the other can take the
child so that his life will be spared, it
becomes clear that she is the true
mother. The women, played by so-
pranos Pamela Keller and Cynthia
Brogan, powerfully expressed the
very emotional nature of this tale.

Act III portrayed the Queen of
Sheba’s visit to Solomon’s court,
where she is entertained and shown
the wonders of the kingdom.

Countertenor Mr. Hill did a re-
markable job portraying Solomon. A
countertenor, sometimes referred to
as a male alto, is a range of adult male
voice that is higher than the tenor.

Countertenors are often used to
replicate Castrati roles. Castrati, a
term from the Baroque era, refers to
men with extremely high singing
voices equivalent to those of females.
This range of voice was produced

either by castration of the pre-pubes-
cent singers or because of a hormonal
syndrome that led to the boys never
reaching sexual maturity.

Some boys and their parents chose
castration because a successful
Castrato could considerably elevate
a family’s low social status. The re-
surgence of Baroque repertoire has
placed countertenors in great de-
mand.

Mr. Hill, a graduate of the Mason
Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers
University with a Master’s of Music
degree in voice, is the director of
music and organist at the Community
Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside.

He originally trained as a tenor but
decided to explore his higher voice
range. His voice teacher was ex-
tremely impressed, and the gifted

singer immersed himself in the coun-
tertenor curriculum.

According to Mr. Hill, a counter-
tenor is “any male who uses his upper
head voice as his performing instru-
ment.” Countertenors are not com-
mon, he added. He said that Handel’s
heroic roles were often written for
countertenors due to their popularity
at the time.

Some people are so shocked by a
female-sounding pitch emanating
from a man’s voice that they react
negatively to his performances, Mr.
Hill said. However, the majority of
the audience, after adjusting to the
range, finds the countertenor voice to
be “favorable,” he added.

Pleased with the choir’s re-creation
of musical pieces from yesteryear, he
said, “We’re showcasing a bit of his-
tory.”

Joseph Hill, who portrayed Solomon

WF Community Supports Local
Family Through Difficult Time

‘Hoops Wizard’ to Entertain Children At Jan. 28 Benefit
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — How often do we
get so caught up in life’s little trials and
tribulations that we forget how quickly
things could change in a big way in
just an instant?

Such was the case for the Muselli
family of Westfield this past autumn,
when husband and father Robert, 33,
began a typical workday in the tree-
maintenance business, but was later
fatally wounded by a falling tree limb.

Melissa Muselli reported the Sep-
tember 24 accident initially left her
husband in a coma at University Hos-
pital in Newark, where they were not
immediately aware of the extent of his
injuries.

Mrs. Muselli and the couple’s three
young children, Brianna, Joseph and
Jenna, soon learned Robert would not
recover, and he passed away on Octo-
ber 1, three weeks before the couple’s
10th wedding anniversary.

“We all loved Rob,” Mrs. Muselli
shared. “If you spoke to anyone who
knew him, they would have nothing
but positive things to say.

“He loved life, his family, his
friends,” she added. “He loved to cook
pasta…and had a special recipe for
tuna his children will never forget.”

As word quickly spread throughout
the community, Mrs. Muselli said she
was moved by the immense outpour-
ing of support she received.

Friend Lauren Weiss recalled the
shock and disbelief she felt after hav-
ing just seen the Musellis the Sunday
before at her daughter’s birthday party.

She immediately sent e-mails to es-
tablish a donated dinner schedule to
provide meals to the family.

“I got such a great response,” Ms.
Weiss said, explaining how they were
able to provide daily dinners for two
months.

“I just think there is something so
nurturing about bringing food to
someone’s door,” she said. “It was so
nice Melissa didn’t have to think about
it, and sometimes, she didn’t even
know these people, but the dinners
would just come.”

Ms. Weiss reported that another
Westfield resident, Ann Chen, set up a
“Delivery Now” account where people
can alternately donate money, and Mrs.
Muselli can order food from partici-
pating local restaurants as another

option.
Greg Bashkoff, Brianna’s soccer

coach, voluntarily took care of the
Musellis’ yard work for the first month
until the family eventually hired a
landscaping service.

“It was pretty amazing how every-
body came together to try to be there
for her,” Mr. Bashkoff said. “Me, I just
showed up and mowed the lawns, so
she wouldn’t have to think about it.”

Mrs. Muselli reported that through
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,

Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents often came to her residence to
assist with the children’s homework.

And when the thought of putting up
the Christmas tree and holiday deco-
rations without her husband seemed
too difficult for Mrs. Muselli to bear,
Ms. Weiss’ family stepped in.

“We sent her out for the day, went
over and decorated for her,” Ms. Weiss
explained.

Mrs. Muselli said her husband’s co-
workers at the Union County Parks
and Recreation Department, as well as
other community members, sent flow-
ers, toys and gifts for Christmas.

The community also recognized the
family could not only benefit from its

social and emotional support but from
financial assistance, especially for the
children.

“The general expenses of everyday
living do worry me for the future,”
Mrs. Muselli said, explaining she con-
tinues to look for employment as a
graphic designer.

Ms. Weiss reported she, along with
Jane Maxwell and a small group of
Jefferson Elementary School parents,
started a “Muselli Family Fund” at TD
Bank. (Donations can be sent via mail

to 560 North Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090, or in person at any branch).

The two older Muselli children at-
tend Jefferson Elementary School,
where PTO co-president Gretchan
Ohlig reported a Philly Pretzel
fundraiser was held to benefit the
family.

At Lincoln School, where Jenna
Muselli attends, the PTO will host the
“Hoop Wizard,” a basketball enter-
tainer for both children and adults, to
benefit the Musellis. The event will
be held at the school this coming
Wednesday, January 28, at 7 p.m.

Dawn Ondi, co-president of the
Lincoln PTO, reported some WHS

GOING MY WAY…Left to right, Diane Schaeffer, Linda Habgood and Anita
Browne practice a dance number at rehearsal for Life Is a Highway.

Washington Elem. School
To Present Life Is a Highway
WESTFIELD – The 61st annual

Washington School show, Life Is a
Highway, is coming to Westfield this
month.

The show promises to be a fun time
for all and will include popular themes
and characters from present and past
such as the Brady Bunch, the Jonas
Brothers, The Monkees and Hannah
Montana. Adding to the mix, audi-
ences should expect a mad scientist,
mafia don an evil agent.

More than 100 Washington School
parents have been working for close
to a year on the preparation of a
script, music, dance choreography,
choral arrangements, casting, set
building and painting, merchandis-
ing, ticket sales, costumes and adver-
tising.

Those interested in attending can
buy tickets now to secure the best
seats. The show will take place Fri-
day, January 30, at 8 p.m., and Satur-
day, January 31, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. All
performances will take place at
Roosevelt Middle School, located at
301 Clark Street.

Tickets for evening performances
cost $11; the matinee is priced at  $7
per ticket. Tickets are available for
purchase online at
westfieldnjk12.org/washington.
Click on “School Show” on the left
hand menu.

To place an ad in the playbill, on a
first-come, first-served basis, see the
Washington School website, under
the tab “Washington School Show
2009.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

HANDEL WITH CARE...The Choral Art Society of New Jersey presented Handel’s “Solomon” oratorio at Temple Emanu-
El of Westfield last weekend. Directed by James Little, the opulent, string-driven performance featured a 21-person
orchestra and 57 members of the Choral Art Society.
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle

http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.icinj.com/


goleader
Online

The Westfield Leader and The Times Online Extra

09.01.15.001www.goleader.com

Someone’s Looking

Have them look at you.
We’ll put your message here for hundreds of thousands to see.

www.goleader.com/online
(908) 232-4407

sales@goleader.com

http://www.goleader.com/online



