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DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Hamburgers and Fries

Fire-Grilled 8oz Burgers
Home-Made, Always Fresh, Never Frozen

Zamba™ Beef Zliders
3 Mini-Burgers 

Home-Made, Always Fresh, Never Frozen

Zamba Fries

Zamba Sides

WESTFIELD 
231 E. South Avenue 

Phone: 908.233.8800 Fax: 908.233.8805

Hamburger $4.69
Cheeseburger (American or Swiss) $5.19
Bacon Burger $5.29
Bacon Cheeseburger $5.79

Hamburger $4.99
Cheeseburger (American or Swiss) $5.49
Bacon Burger $5.59
Bacon Cheeseburger $5.99

ALL TOPPINGS FREE*
Ketchup    Lettuce    Tomato    Mustard    Mayo      

Pickles    Grilled Onions & Peppers    Zamba Sauce
* Upon Request. Limited to up to 3 choices.

                     Reg       Large
French Fries                                     $2.00   $3.00
Sweet Potato Fries                           $2.00   $3.00

Cole Slaw $1.50

For more information go to www.zambachicken.com

Also serving Zamba™ Beef Zliders!

Home of the NEW

8oz hamburgercolossal

Children Are No Longer Primary
Focus of Roselle School District Letters to the Editor

Federal Stimulus Plan Unfair to
New Jersey; There’s a Better Way

Disabilities Legislation
Is the Right Way to Go

Newly proposed legislation, (A3625)
for people with developmental disabili-
ties, is both enlightened and cost-effec-
tive. The legislation, introduced this month
by Assemblyman Louis Greenwald (D-
Camden), will more closely align New
Jersey with the national trend of moving
people with developmental disabilities
out of institutions and into the commu-
nity, while also more efficiently allocat-
ing scarce budget dollars. There is ample
reason to applaud and support this bill,
both financial and moral.

Nearly 3,000 New Jersey residents live
in developmental centers at an annual
cost of about $225,000 each, or two to
three times the average cost of commu-
nity living. For example, the cost for
providing community housing for mem-
bers of Community Access Unlimited
(CAU) runs just $50,000 to $80,000 an-
nually. New Jersey’s seven developmen-
tal centers consume 31 percent of the
$1.4-billion budget of the Division of
Developmental Disabilities while serv-
ing less than 8 percent of the population
served by the department.

While the rest of the nation recognizes
the benefits of reducing their institutional
populations, New Jersey lags far behind
the national average.

Since 1969, 140 institutions have been
closed throughout the nation, yet only
two of those were in New Jersey and the
state is not one of the 40 states that plan
additional closings.

The numbers support closing New
Jersey’s developmental centers. So does
our moral obligation to enable each mem-
ber of society to live fulfilling lives. Com-
munity living offers people with develop-
mental disabilities the opportunity to live
in their own homes while receiving the
supports they need. They contribute to
the fabric of society, in many ways finan-
cial, and build self-esteem.

We began CAU in 1979 by success-
fully removing 20 people with develop-
mental disabilities from institutional liv-
ing and integrating them into the commu-
nity. Today we assist more than 3,500
individuals with all kinds of disabilities
each year. This legislation recognizes that
community living is the most rewarding
option for people with developmental
disabilities – and the most cost-effective.

Sidney Blanchard
Dir., CAU

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Are You Interested
in Dental Implants?

Are you frustrated, embarrassed or just plain
fed up with your mouth?
Are you missing teeth?

Are you wearing partials or dentures that just
rub your gums raw causing painful sores?

It doesn’t have to be that way.
With today’s technology, you could be a candidate to have

the comfort and security to eat, smile, and laugh like

you deserve. What would you give to wave a magic wand

and turn back the hands of time to get what was stolen

from you? Well, you don’t have to be a wizard to have the

benefits of dental implants.

Find Out How YOU can get back
90% of The Chewing Force
You HAD at 18 Years Old!

For a FREE Report titled: “9 Critical Secrets How You Can

Turn Back the Hands of Time!” Plus, a bonus report titled:

“10 Questions You MUST Ask Any Dentist to Find the

Right One for You!”, please call our 24 hour, toll free

recorded message hotline at 800-865-1482 and press 2004.

It is a recorded call, so no live person will answer. Or you

can go to the website at:

www.strekodentistry.com/dentalimplants

HURRY this offer is limited
to the first 11 people!!!

169 Mountain Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 654-0095

Dr. Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

This Mandated Westfield School
Redistricting Is ‘Disheartening’

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Elnardo Webster, superintendent,
Shalonda Tanner, board president, and
other members of the Roselle school dis-
trict and copied to the newspaper.

My name is Mr. Michael Boyd; I am
the proud parent of a child who currently
attends classes in the Roselle Public
School district. Like any good parent, I
wish for my child to have the best educa-
tional opportunities. I have the utmost
faith in the public school system, as I am
a product of it. To my dismay, I have
noticed that the educational standards that
are currently being enforced are lax at
best, there seems to be a lack of produc-
tivity when it comes to dealing with the
pressing issues hindering our children’s
educational wellness. This letter is in no
shape or fashion a chastisement of our
educational front line; the teachers, whom,
from my first-hand observation, are work-
ing very hard with the inadequate re-
sources provided to them. I am most
certainly aware that the path in which we
are currently heading toward cannot be
attributed to one individual. It is the re-
sponsibly of the parents, teachers and the
school administration to ensure that our
children are on the right path.

However, I can’t help but feel that you
two individuals are letting our children
down. I was very disheartened by the
conduct that two school administration
officials (the board of education presi-
dent and the Roselle borough school su-
perintendent) exhibited at the last two
board of education meetings. It was unbe-
coming of a public servant. Yes, you are
public servants, but you allowed your
egos and attitudes to get the best of you.
Your primary focuses are no longer the
children of Roselle. There is no way a
small school district such as Roselle
should constantly be marred with “Needs
Improvement” marks from the State De-
partment of Education.

Elnardo Webster, you are in direct vio-
lation of your contract page 8 Section 17
subsections B and E by way of your
conduct.

I have asked questions at last Monday’s
meeting that have gone unanswered. In
case you have forgotten I will restate
them for you:

1) How did Elnardo Webster become
Superintendent of Roselle Public School
system without a public interview?

2) What is being done about the various
violations received from state?

3) Can I receive a copy of the NJ QSAC
(Quality Single Accountability Con-
tinuum) report?

4) Why is the student-teacher ratio so
high?

I do not understand the purpose of a
board meeting. When I asked questions,
they went unanswered. Despite what you
think, we, the parents of Roselle, are not
peasants or court jesters, people that you
can just ignore. Your attitude and treat-
ment of taxpayers shows me just how
unconcerned and disinterested you are to
hold your current position.

I will work closely with whomever I
can to ensure my child gets the education
that she deserves.

Thank you for your time.

Michael Boyd
Roselle

We are one of the Washington School
families “unaffected” by Dr. Dolan’s re-
districting plan. By unaffected I mean
that although my kids will lose a large
percentage of their friends when they
graduate, they themselves will not be
shuttled around the town to get to school.

We are disheartened by this mandated
intervention on many levels. This over-
crowding problem is a Westfield prob-
lem, mostly a problem for the entire
Roosevelt community. But only a frac-
tion of the community is being forced to
solve it. We are told the bussing solution
is cost neutral – it is not. The cost has been
thrust upon a minority of children and the
homeowners in this redistricted zone.

We are being told that the schools are
equal. This misses the point entirely. It is
not merely a matter of equivalent educa-
tions. A handful of students are being
thrown into a new school knowing almost
no one. The other children there will have
their entire class with them; these chil-
dren will see very few familiar faces in
this new environment. There is the matter
of splintering off children from their
friends, of having them watch while the
kids across the street walk together as
they stand waiting for a bus. There is the
fragmenting of our community, of group-

ing kids into those who get to stay and
those who are forced to leave. This breeds
resentment and discontent.

There is the issue of safety. If a child
stays for after-school activities that con-
tinue after the last bus leaves, does that
child now walk a few miles across major
intersections in the dark to get home?

What are the long-term consequences
of all this? Will families want to move
into a district when they know their chil-
dren will eventually be separated from
their friends and bussed to an unfamiliar
school? And when there is no longer
enough kids in that redistricted zone to
sacrifice to the cause, will the Board then
start moving the line of demarcation?

This splinters a tight-knit community.
It is not safe. The entire Washington area
should stay cohesive and let the Board
know that we are united against this. It is
not cost neutral. There is a considerable
cost, both emotionally and economically,
and it is being foisted upon a subset of our
neighbors. This was deemed a divisive
solution in 2006; nothing has changed in
three years to make this now an appropri-
ate solution.

Meredith and Michael Dardia
Westfield

Recently four Governors, including
Gov. Corzine, proposed a federal stimu-
lus package of $1 trillion, consisting of
$850 billion in new spending and $150
billion in tax refunds and other payments.
Looking only at the new spending, $350
billion would be spent on roads and the
like, $250 billion on “maintaining” edu-
cation and $250 billion on paying extra
state unemployment benefits and food
stamp benefits. The proposal will cost
New Jersey taxpayers a tremendous
amount of money, more than our fair
share, and there is a way to finance this
that would be a much better deal for New
Jersey.

According to the Census Bureau’s
Consolidated Federal Funds Report for
Fiscal Year 2007, for similar federal
spending in 2007, the amount New Jersey
received (as opposed to the other 49 states)
of federal spending in these three catego-
ries was 3.14 percent, 2.43 percent and
3.78 percent, respectively. If you apply
these percentages to the proposed new
spending in each of these categories, New
Jersey would receive a total of about
$26.5 billion of the proposed stimulus
plan (3.12 percent of the total).

According to data on the Federal
Reserve’s website, since 1977, the aver-
age rate at which the federal government
has issued 30 year bonds is 8.003 percent.
Since the government will borrow to pay
for the stimulus package, and the federal
government will continue to have a lot of
other debt, this seems a fair rate to assume
for the cost of borrowing over the next 30
years. Interest on the stimulus borrowing
plus paying back the $850 billion means
the federal government will pay a total of
$2.89 trillion (that’s $2,890 billion –with
a “b”) at the end of 30 years (that assumes
it is paid off then, which is optimistic).

How much of the total cost would be
paid by New Jersey taxpayers? Accord-
ing to the IRS’s Data Book for 2007, New
Jersey taxpayers paid approximately 4.53
percent of the aggregate gross tax collec-
tions received by the IRS. Assuming that
holds true going forward, New Jersey
taxpayers will pay 4.53 percent of the
total cost of the stimulus, or $130.8 bil-
lion. So, for $26.5 billion of the stimulus,
we would pay $130.8 billion (that’s $104.3
billion more than we get out of it).

Notice that New Jersey taxpayers pay
a disproportionate share of federal taxes,
as compared to what New Jersey gets
back from Washington. For 2007, if you
divide the total federal expenditures re-
ceived by New Jersey (close to $64 bil-
lion) by the total collections received
from New Jersey by the federal govern-
ment ($121.7 billion or so), you find that
New Jersey received back 52.6 cents for
every dollar we sent to the IRS. Accord-
ing to data from the independent Tax
Foundation, New Jersey has had the worst
or the second worst ratio among all of the
states for pretty much every year for at

least the last 20 years, and recently, the
numbers have been getting worse for us.

If, instead of a Federal stimulus pack-
age, New Jersey was to issue its own debt
to provide its own $26.5-billion stimulus,
assuming the same interest rate paid by
the federal government (which histori-
cally is a good assumption since the state
debt is tax-exempt), New Jersey taxpay-
ers would save about $40.6 billion. That’s
because we would not be paying for stimu-
lus money disproportionately going to
other states. If it is hard to issue state debt
in the current crisis, then a federal gov-
ernment guaranty should be made avail-
able to the states – just like Citibank and
the other banks got from the federal gov-
ernment. Recall that New Jersey’s bond
debt of $38 billion or so was in the news
last year as a serious problem – so serious
that the state government proposed sell-
ing the Garden State Parkway and the
New Jersey Turnpike to refinance the
state bond debt. Our elected leaders in
Trenton should not be pushing the Fed-
eral stimulus plan when New Jersey tax-
payers would save $40.6 billion – more
than our total state bond debt – in the long
run if we did this ourselves. They need to
think about what’s best for us, not blindly
go along with the crowd. We should ob-
ject to this stimulus plan; there is a better
way to do it.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

AARP Calls for
Healthcare Fix

Our healthcare system is broken. Too
many Americans are just one major ill-
ness or injury away from financial ruin.

Our financial security system is also in
peril. Traditional pension plans are disap-
pearing, people find it difficult to save
and Social Security needs to be strength-
ened for future generations.

With the start of this New Year, the time
has come to address these crucial national
priorities. Nearly 33,000 New Jerseyans
and more than 1,000,000 Americans have
made their opinions known by signing the
Divided We Fail pledge, demanding that
action be taken to fix our troubled healthcare
and financial security system.

With a new President and a new Con-
gress, let’s make 2009 the year for change.
Together, individuals, businesses and
elected officials can work to develop and
implement policies that provide all Ameri-
cans with access to quality, affordable
health care and lifetime financial security.

If we embrace true bipartisanship we
can help end legislative gridlock and re-
ally make this year one for all Americans
to remember.

Sy Larson
AARP NJ President

Princeton

Today Marks the 36th Anniversary
Of Roe v. Wade, Reproductive Rights
[Today], January 22, will mark the

36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
historic Supreme Court ruling legalizing
abortion nationwide.

As a result of the Roe decision, equal
access to safe and sanitary conditions for
abortion services became available to poor
women. Wealthier women in states where
abortion was illegal were always able to
access those safe services by traveling
abroad or by going to a state where the
procedure was legal. No longer do 2,500
women a year die from punctured wombs
and infections due to un-sterile tools used
in unsanitary “back ally” abortions.

Today, poor women now have access
to information about alternatives to preg-
nancy that include birth control, absti-
nence and sterilization; and options to
unintended pregnancies that include
parenting, adoption and termination. Roe
v. Wade ushered in freedom for women
and their families to control their fate.

Like all fights for justice, change was
not easy. Opponents of Roe have used
every imaginable weapon to reverse the
decision – including the use of violence
against health care workers.

For many reasons, this will be a special
week for most Americans as we welcome
a pro-choice president; and celebrate the
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., who
was also a champion of reproductive

rights. But as pro-women’s rights’ sup-
porters, this historic week is even more
significant.

Jeff Brand, PPGNNJ
Morristown

WEA Scholarships to
Assist WHS Seniors

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Educa-
tion Association (WEA) Scholarship
Committee and the executive council have
made provisions for $1,000 scholarships
to be granted to three graduating high
school seniors who will continue their
educations in accredited institutions of
higher learning.

The association awards two scholar-
ships to graduating seniors and the Barry
Judd Scholarship to a child of a Westfield
teacher.

In awarding the two WEA scholar-
ships, consideration is given to a Westfield
High School senior who exhibits aca-
demic achievement, participation in
school activities and a commitment to
community service.

The Judd Scholarship is given in rec-
ognition of a distinguished teacher of
foreign languages at WHS from 1974 to
1992. It is based on the ideals of Mr. Judd,
who embodied a love for learning and
devotion to helping others.

This award is given each year to a son
or daughter of a member of the WEA.

Applications for the scholarships are
available at the Westfield High School
Guidance Department and must be sub-
mitted by Friday, February 20, 2009.

Funds for these scholarships are raised
through the donations of the WEA; schol-
arships will be presented on Westfield
High School Award Night, May 28, at
7:30 p.m. by the Scholarship Committee
Chairperson Kristine Smith-Morasso.

WF AARP Chapter
Meets on Monday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Area
AARP Chapter 4137 will meet on Mon-
day, February 2, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at Plainfield
and Brightwood Avenues in Scotch Plains.
Diego Velez from Collette Tours will talk
about the trip to Branson, Miss., on Sep-
tember 17-23, 2009. Mr. Velez will out-
line the itinerary and brochures will be
available.

Katherine Menzer will accept reserva-
tions and payments for the day excursion
to the Brownstone, on March 31, which
will celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph. The
cost of this day is $70 and includes bus,
noontime dinner, open bar and entertain-
ment in a lovely setting.

Members are reminded to bring a non-
perishable food item for the food pantry
housed at Holy Trinity School.

New members are welcome. Dues are
only $5 per year and payable at the meet-
ing at our membership table.


