
Page 4  Thursday, January 22, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey

From the Governor's Desk

As you probably know, on Tuesday
[Jan. 13], I gave my annual State of the
State address to a joint session of the
Legislature. While every New Jerseyan
gets to see the finished product, most
don’t ever get to see how much work goes
into the speech.

My staff put together the following
video to give you a behind the scenes look
into the writing of the State of the State.
Watch the Behind the Scenes Video: On
the Governor’s Webpage: nj.gov/gover-
nor/news/video/.

On YouTube: youtube.com/user/
jonscorzine.

State of the State,
Behind the Scenes

On Facebook: facebook.com/pages/
Jon-Corzine/40803443433.

If you had a chance to watch or read
about the State of the State, then you
already know it was my intention to high-
light the progress we’ve made and share
my vision of hope and optimism for our
future as we weather this national eco-
nomic crisis. It is in that context that the
economy will be my number one, number
two and number three priority in the com-
ing year.

If you didn’t get a chance to watch the
address, you can watch it, listen to it, or
read it on my website at nj.gov/sos2009.

Reports of Our Demise
Greatly Exaggerated
I am a subscriber to The Westfield

Leader and have been for several years.
This morning [Tuesday], I had the dis-
tressing news that The Leader was going
out of business.

Please tell me this is not true or at least
what other options I will have to keep in
touch with my “old home town”.

Ron Aylward
Charlotte, N.C.

Publisher’s Note: Mr. Aylward, bor-
rowing from Mark Twain [1897] for the
headline, The Leader is alive and well.
Perhaps you heard about The Record
Press, which went out of business a few
months ago. It is true that newspapers
and other businesses are under pressure,
given financial conditions in the world
today.

We’re in our 119th year of business,
are adapting and blessed with a strong
subscriber base. We have a large Internet
viewership and a great staff. Thank you
for being a subscriber.

Many businesses are nervous. We
refuse to sit still — and are confident and
resolved.

Thanks to All Who
Gave to Food Drive

Our thanks go to all who so willingly
gave to the recent food drives held by
Garwood Knights of Columbus Council
(K of C) 5437. Fifteen food baskets were
distributed in November and again in
December. These baskets included non-
perishable food, Shop Rite gift cards,
milk, butter, sugar, eggs, bread, potatoes,
fruit, paper products, laundry detergent, a
box of candy and a tin of cookies; turkeys
and hams, which were donated at the K of
C Hall, Value Meal gift cards, which were
donated by Burger King, and pumpkin
pies, which were donated by Kings Super
Markets in Garwood, were also distrib-
uted. In addition, nine boxes of non-per-
ishable food were donated to St. Joseph’s
Social Services Center in Elizabeth.

Sincere thanks to Lincoln School,
Washington School and St. Anne’s in
Garwood for collecting the non-perish-
able foods, to all Knights of Columbus
members and their families who sup-
ported this campaign through their dona-
tions of food, money and time and to all
other community members for their sup-
port of our annual food drives. Health and
happiness to you in the New Year!

Nick Basso
Jack Leary

K of C Garwood

WF Supt. Dolan Puts Washington
School on Chopping Block

‘The Only Interests I Have Are For
The Betterment of Our Town’

Resurfacing Morse Ave.
In SP is Premature

As reported in the January 15 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
Scotch Plains council introduced an ordi-
nance that will appropriate $200,000 for
resurfacing work on Morse Avenue. As a
resident of Morse Avenue, I’m surprised
the council is proposing the resurfacing
of a road which they just approved a 10-
home subdivision. The construction work
for this subdivision surely will destroy
the resurfacing done this year.

Perhaps, given the current economic
environment, the money can be spent on
resurfacing elsewhere.

Donna Spangler
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Redistricting is Wrong for
Westfield Intermediate Schools

I am growing tired of the innuendo and
misinterpreted facts stated by Bruce Pater-
son, both in the media and in person. He
constantly refers to me as “the political
boss” of Garwood because of my position
as municipal chairman of the Democratic
Party in town. What Mr. Paterson fails to
say is that there is a Republican counter-
part to me.

The Republican Party of Garwood also
has a municipal chair whose “priority is to
advance the ideals of a political party and
to find candidates to fill positions of power
in local government.” These are Mr.
Paterson’s words, not mine.

As such, our position is to screen and
choose the party candidates they feel will
best serve the town as the mayor and
council. Once the screening and selection
is done, the rest is in the hands of the
Garwood voter. No amount of so-called
political influence is going to persuade a
voter once they get in that booth. A per-
fect example of this was the last election
in November. The majority of voters in
Garwood chose Republican candidates
for president, for senator, for Assembly,
and for freeholder — then, they chose the
Democratic candidates to be seated on the
council.

It is all up to the voter, no one else. Over
the past several years, the majority of
Garwood’s voters have chosen Demo-
cratic mayors and councilpersons, no
matter what their party affiliation. Be-
sides, the vast majority of voters in
Garwood are not affiliated with either
party, declared as neither Democrat nor
Republican. That says something for the
quality of our council candidates.

As I stated at the last council meeting,
the initial resolution at the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) was to
look into the idea of privatization by
seeking out individuals who can inform
the members of the RVSA as to what
would be involved should the RVSA de-
cide to privatize. It was a fact-finding

vote, not a vote to start the process to
privatize, as Mr. Paterson would have
you believe.

I am not so bold or arrogant as to go
against the wishes of the mayor and coun-
cil, of which I was then a part. I cannot
state strongly enough that the first resolu-
tion was not a vote to privatize! After
much backlash in a variety of towns, the
vote was rescinded, with my vote in-
cluded, and the topic was dropped — end
of story. The work of the RVSA goes on,
and this should no longer be an issue.

As for my employment, working for
the County of Union has nothing to do
with either my politics or my so-called
relationships with the Democratic-con-
trolled politicos of Union County. An
opening arose for the position of safety
coordinator, and I applied. If I was not
qualified, I would not have been hired.
Anyone who would like to see my résumé
is free to do so. I graduated Kean
University’s Master of Public Adminis-
tration program with better than a 3.5
grade point average and am a member of
the Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society for that
degree. My work experience has a lot
more to do with my employment than
does any alliances as contrived by Mr.
Paterson, neither was it a “coincidence.”

Mr. Paterson makes it sound as though
my vote, on any issue, is controlled, pre-
determined, and dictated by the powers
that be in Union County. I have served the
Borough of Garwood as councilman for
21 years, having been re-elected by the
voters seven times and have been seated
as commissioner to the RVSA for 13
years. As anyone who knows me can
verify, the only interests I have are for the
betterment of our town, my town, not any
political aspirations. If I wanted political
notoriety, I’d run for office. I am no one’s
puppet, I take no favors, nor am I be-
holden to anyone.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood

The excellent Westfield school system
is one of the major reasons we moved to
Westfield almost 12 years ago. That is
why we were seriously concerned and
upset to learn of the superintendent’s pro-
posed redistricting plan that would split
the children of the Washington School
district between Edison and Roosevelt
middle schools.

We understand that classroom size is a
real issue in Westfield; however, splitting
children apart in any neighborhood is not
the solution. In the proposed plan, a mi-
nority of Washington children would be
moved to Edison, while the majority would
attend Roosevelt. Lower school is a time
of critical social and academic develop-
ment, and splitting up friendships built
over years can be traumatic for children.
Our oldest child is currently at Lincoln
School and will attend Washington School
next year. It is unclear whether or not her

class will be affected by this proposal.
However, the point is that all children in
our town should have the same academic
experience.

The proposed plan is a failure for the
children involved and the town as a whole.
It is certainly not in keeping with the
community and family-oriented Westfield
that attracted us to town in the first place.
We also believe the proposal sets a dan-
gerous precedent. Today, it could impact
Washington School. Tomorrow, it could
be another neighborhood.

As parents and members of this com-
munity, we ask you to please let the
Westfield Board of Education members
know that this is not the solution for
Westfield. They can be contacted at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Megan and Phil Leary
Westfield

Ill-Conceived WF Redistricting Plan
Hurts Our Washington School Kids

The Westfield BOE’s proposed redis-
tricting plan aims to balance the atten-
dance at Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools. A worthy goal, but at what
cost?

The current proposal’s costs are un-
necessarily high for those children and
families targeted. The plan targets a por-
tion of the Washington [Elementary]
School constituency to be moved to Edison
[Intermediate School], while the majority
goes on to Roosevelt [Intermediate
School]. For a meager gain of 25 to 35
more children at Edison, the current fifth
graders from Washington will be forced
to enter the already socially challenging
middle school years without most of their

grade school classmates and assimilate
with all new children at a new school!

Does this sound like a formula for
disaster to you? It does to me. What
logical reason is there to subject an 11-
year-old child to such a daunting chal-
lenge (one that can be avoided)? Why rip
apart the support systems that these chil-
dren will need so badly?

Surely, the BOE can come to a more
enlightened and sensitive decision to rec-
ommend to the community it serves. If
not, we obviously have elected the wrong
people to these very important positions.

David Rothenberg
Westfield

On Tuesday, January 14, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan presented
her recommendations for redistricting
Westfield elementary students in an ef-
fort to address increasing enrollment is-
sues at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
Having communicated with Dr. Dolan
via e-mail in December regarding this
issue, I was optimistic she would put forth
a proposal that was in the best interest of
our children. I was wrong.

Dr. Dolan’s plan consists solely of
redistricting children from 26 streets
within the Washington School district.
Throughout her presentation, Dr. Dolan
referred to several guiding principles,
which were the foundation for this plan.
One of the more frequently quoted of
these principles is to have “minimum
impact to families.” Let’s not be naïve.
By cherry picking streets with surgeon-

like precision, Dr. Dolan has simply mini-
mized the size of the angry mob with
which she and the school board will have
to contend.

My husband and I were both raised in
Westfield. He attended Edison; I attended
Roosevelt. We are happy to send our
children to either of these fine schools.
Our only hope and expectation is that our
children be afforded the same rights as
every other child in town – namely, to
transition from elementary school to
middle school in the company of all their
classmates. Instead, if Dr. Dolan’s pro-
posal is passed, my son will have quite a
different experience this fall.

Come September, my son, along with
10 of his male classmates and 13 of his
female classmates, will be picked up and
dropped off into a sea of 700 strangers at
Edison Intermediate School. These Wash-
ington students will make up less than 4
percent of the student population at
Edison. I find this heart wrenching. My
hope is that when our elected school board
members cast their votes on this proposal,
February 3, they show more consider-
ation for the impact this will have on these
students and their families than did Dr.
Dolan.

Liz Dannevig
Westfield

President Barack Obama and
Great Expectations, Welcome

With President Barack Obama’s inauguration on
Tuesday, the country is filled with great expecta-
tions. Certainly, all wish President Obama well and
hope for his success in leading us. Many are over-
joyed. It is an extraordinary moment for African-
Americans and for the dream of this country –
“where all men are created equal.”

President Obama has a considerable load placed
on his shoulders, and he needs the support of every
American to tackle the issues of today. Everything
cannot be fixed at once, every wish list cannot be
granted, sacrifices will occur, and compromises will
be necessary. That is the downside of Great Expec-
tations.

Great Expectations, the novel by Charles Dickens
in 1861, has Pip stemming from humble beginnings
and a simple life. After many adventures and misad-
ventures, Pip found himself with considerable in-
come but fell into living beyond his means. Pip
confronted life in an artificial world, striving for the
upper class. He dealt with moral and financial chal-
lenges – encountering doubt about his values. Charles

Dickens must have had difficulty in concluding his
tale, for he wrote more than one ending for Pip.

Are there any parallels to the expectations of today
with those of Dickens’ Pip in 1861? The media has
placed such great expectations on the President and
his wife, Michelle. Is this unfair – creating par far
higher than what is reasonable?

So, where will these “Great Expectations” bring
us? One hopes for the good fortune of President
Obama – seeking his wisdom and a good heart. We
believe that will be the case.

President Obama’s underlying message might be
best embodied in his words when speaking about
pilot Chesley Sullenberg and the crew of US Air-
ways Flight 1549 – “And it made me think, if
everybody did their job – whatever that job was – as
well as that pilot did his job, we’d be in pretty good
shape.” This, we whole-heartedly agree with and
urge all to strive for this level of performance.

And to President George W. Bush: Thank you for
keeping us safe, for your hard work and for your
dedication to the country. We wish you well.

Obama Presidency Is
Significant Milestone
It is a wonderful twist of fate that the

first African-American President will be
officially sworn in the day after our nation
observes the Martin Luther King, Jr. holi-
day. It behooves all Americans to reflect
upon the awesome significance of an
Obama presidency as a testament to how
far this nation has traveled since the Civil
Rights Movement led by Dr. King. May
Americans of all races, creeds and ethnic
backgrounds finally work to implement
Dr. King’s dream that we will judge each
other on our character and our commit-
ment to peace and justice for all who live
in our great land.

Herb Horowitz
Kenneth Peskin

NJ Am. Jewish Committee, Millburn

Mountainside BOE Needs to Make
Agenda Attachments Public

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Westfield and Mountainside Boards of Edu-
cations often have numerous items on their agendas
that require action. However, while The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times are
given access to attachments by the Westfield Board
of Education, which contain vital public informa-
tion, the Mountainside BOE says this information is
“confidential.”

For instance, on last Tuesday’s agenda, the board
voted to approve “the travel and related expenses
itemized in (attachment no. 4). This travel is deemed
educationally necessary and fiscally prudent, and all
travel expenditures shall be directly related to and
within the scope of the staff member’s current re-
sponsibilities and the district’s professional devel-
opment plan.”

Where are the students going? How many are
going? And what assignment are the students work-
ing on?

Last month, we reported that the Mountainside
BOE approved two busses for band students in
grades 5 through 8 to go to Dorney Park in Pa., in
May. There must be something educational about
this trip, but we are at a loss to figure that out.

Salaries and benefits are public record. We re-
ported recently about the number of tuition-assis-

tance applications provided for Mountainside teach-
ers. This information was included on the agenda
itself so it could easily be calculated.

Also on last week’s agenda’s was an item to accept
a No Child Left Behind grant for $15,000. What
could be so confidential about this matter that an
accompanying attachment could not be included?

The Westfield BOE has agendas dropped off at our
offices every Friday prior to a meeting, and all
attachments are included.

We grow leery of government that tries to hide
information. We encourage the Mountainside school
board to be as open as Westfield’s.

School boards are under a lot of financial pressure,
and the public needs to know all the issues. On January
16, NJ Education Commissioner Lucille Davy sent a
letter to all school administrators about the need to
control costs, the upcoming shortage of state funding
and the dilemma over preschool expansion. In dis-
cussing new programs, the commissioner wrote, “Un-
der any circumstances, however, we will not ask local
taxpayers to fund these programs.”

The commissioner foretells of critical issues to be
faced locally. We believe that the more the public
knows, the better they will understand the issues and
the decisions of school boards.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dothienenteritis – Inflammation of

the intestines; typhoid fever
2. Decaudate – To deprive of a tail
3. Ascham – A receptacle for archery

implements
4. Ululation – Howling or hooting

THRALL
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. To enslave
3. A loud clanging noise
4. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
CASSE-TETE

1. The head of a household
2. Hard-headed; stubborn
3. A bludgeon or club having a stone

fastened to a wooden handle
4. Any headband

INNITENCY
1. A resting upon; pressure
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. An unsettled or confused state
4. A private road or lane

HOWM
1. A hermit; loner
2. A given site or location
3. A Scottish thatched hut
4. A lowland by a waterside

More letters on page 5


