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This Week’s Humor
What do retired people do all day in

Westfield? Working people frequently
ask retired people what they do to
make their days interesting.

Well, for example, the other day
my wife and I went into town and
went into a shop. We were only in
there for about 5 minutes. When we
came out, there was a cop writing out
a parking ticket. We went up to him
and said, ‘Come on man, how about
giving a senior citizen a break?’

He ignored us and continued writ-
ing the ticket. I called him a Nazi turd.
He glared at me and started writing
another ticket for having worn tires.
So my wife called him a #^**head.
He finished the second ticket and put
it on the windshield with the first.
Then he started writing a third ticket.

This went on for about 20 minutes.
The more we abused him, the more
tickets he wrote.

Personally, we didn’t care. We came
into town by bus. We try to have a
little fun each day now that we’re
retired. It’s important at our age.

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

Feds Give Green Light For
New Mass Transit Tunnel

NEWARK – NJ Transit officials
have announced that the Federal Tran-
sit Administration release of a
“Record of Decision” has completed
the environmental review process for
the mass transit tunnel, the center-
piece of the Access to the Region’s
Core (ARC) project. The federal
government’s approval clears the way
for federal funding. Officials said
construction could begin this year.

The local financing share of $5.7
billion is already committed, includ-
ing $3 billion from the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey.
New Jersey is now looking for a
federal funding commitment from
the new administration in Washing-
ton, D.C.

With train traffic into New York at
maximum capacity, the tunnel project
is anticipated to double commuter
rail capacity between New Jersey and
New York and also allow improved
rail service within New Jersey itself,
officials said.

“We welcome today’s action by the
FTA, as the Mass Transit Tunnel
project is a major component of New
Jersey’s economic stimulus strategy,”
Governor Jon Corzine said. “By put-
ting boots on the pavement and shov-
els in the dirt, this project will employ
thousands of workers and help
jumpstart the economy in the present,
and will pay dividends toward re-
gional economic growth for decades
to come.”

NJ Transit officials said about $600
million in design and construction
contracts will be ready for construc-
tion bidding as soon as a federal fund-
ing agreement is reached. Several
other contracts, and other work, to-
taling about $3 billion, will be ready
to go to construction soon after.

With the tunnel project creating
capacity to serve thousands of addi-
tional customers, the NJ Transit com-
muter rail system will provide more
than 254,000 trips each weekday to
and from New York in the year 2030,
an increase of 46 percent above cur-
rent levels, officials said.

“This federal approval marks a gi-
ant step forward for this transit project
of regional and national significance,”
said Anthony Coscia, Port Authority
chairman. “With this approval in place
we now look forward to receiving the
federal funds necessary for putting
shovels in the ground in 2009 and
helping our regional economy in this
critical time.”

NJ Transit Executive Director Ri-
chard Sarles said “the project will

more than [double] train capacity to
and from New York in peak periods,”
from 23 trains per hour to 48.

The existing 100-year-old com-
muter rail tunnel under the Hudson
River has only two tracks that are
pushed to their functional limits each
rush hour with NJ Transit and Amtrak
trains, officials said.

In addition to two new, side-by-
side single-track tunnels, the project
will create new station capacity in
Manhattan designed specifically for
commuter rail service with wider plat-
forms and more escalators. The new
tracks will provide direct access to
New York City subway lines, PATH
trains and existing Penn Station ser-
vices.

The project will also create one-
seat (direct) commutes to New York
for NJ Transit customers on seven
commuter rail lines – Main/Bergen
County, Port Jervis, Pascack Valley,
Montclair-Boonton west of Montclair
State University, Morris and Essex
west of Dover, Raritan Valley, and
North Jersey Coast south of Long
Branch, as well as future rail expan-
sion lines.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Merkt’s Jobs Protection Bill
To Require Workers Are Legal

AREA — Assemblyman Richard
Merkt (LD-25, Mendham), a Repub-
lican candidate for governor, an-
nounced that he would introduce leg-
islation in the Assembly aimed at
protecting jobs and job opportunities
for New Jersey residents. The mea-
sure, called “The New Jersey Jobs
Protection Act,” would require job
applicants to provide evidence of their
eligibility to work in the United States
and verification of eligibility within a
reasonable period of time after hir-
ing.

“Three hundred thousand New Jer-
sey residents are presently out of
work,” said Mr. Merkt, “draining the
state’s already depleted unemploy-
ment insurance benefits fund. Mean-
while, many illegal aliens are being
employed in New Jersey, denying jobs
and job opportunities to legal resi-
dents.”

Mr. Merkt said census figures esti-

mate 500,000 illegal aliens currently
live in New Jersey, with a majority of
them employed at substandard wages
in jobs that do not contribute to the
state’s unemployment and disability
insurance funds.

 “Illegal aliens –- and those who
hire them – undercut job opportuni-
ties for legal residents, while at the
same time driving down wages and
damaging the state’s overall
economy,” Mr. Merkt said.

Under Mr. Merkt’s proposal, any
job applicant would have to provide
to the prospective employer evi-
dence of eligibility to work in the
United States before the applicant
is hired. The employer would have
90 days after hiring to verify that
the evidence of eligibility provided
by the applicant is legitimate. Fail-
ure to seek the required verification
would expose the employer to a
fine.

‘Miracle on Elm Street’
Promotion Winners Chosen
WESTFIELD - The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) spon-
sored a new holiday shopping spree
contest entitled “Miracle on Elm
Street – Letters to the DWC Elves.”
During the holiday shopping season,
almost 300 people entered the con-
test and provided their top three rea-
sons why they love Downtown
Westfield.

According to Sherry Cronin, Ex-
ecutive Director, “We were pleased
with the amount of participation we
had for a first-time promotion and
received some great feedback from
the downtown customers. Only 46
percent of the participants were from
Westfield, a testament to downtown
Westfield being a shopping and din-
ing destination. According to the en-
tries, the top three reasons why people
love downtown Westfield included

downtown events (31 percent), the
stores (22 percent), the restaurants
(17 percent), the friendly atmosphere
(9 percent), the proximity of
Westfield to their home, (5 percent),
and it is nice to walk around (5
percent).”

A random drawing by members
of the board of directors was held
on January 12, and the following
winners were announced: first
prize, $500 shopping/restaurant
gift  cards, Emma Herber of
Westfield; second prize, $250 shop-
ping/restaurant gift cards, Eric
Hagstrom of Westfield; third prize,
$125 shopping/restaurant gift
cards, Susana Garcia of Westfield;
$75 parking smart cards, Lauren
Krueger of Chatham, and $50 park-
ing smart cards, Diane Manziano
of Mountainside.

SP Resident Marches in
D.C. Inaugural Parade
WASHINGTON, D.C. —

AmeriCorps Alums and the Peace
Corps Community marched in the 56th
Inaugural Parade at the invitation of
President Barack Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden’s Inaugural Com-
mittee.

“These organizations embody the
best of our nation’s history, diversity
and commitment to service. Vice-
President-elect (Joe) Biden and I are
proud to have them join us in the
parade,” Mr. Obama said in announc-
ing the participation of AmeriCorps
Alums and the Peace Corps Commu-
nity.

Joining in the celebration of this
historic inauguration, was AmeriCorps
alumnae Kevin Burke of Scotch Plains,
along with three others, who lead the
procession of the 150 AmeriCorps
alumni chosen to represent this na-
tional network of civic leaders. The
parade began Tuesday at the steps of
the United States Capitol Building
and continued along Pennsylvania
Avenue to end at the White House.

“I am honored to represent this
amazing network of AmeriCorps
alumni on the national level – it’s a
great way to promote what we do and
show our support of President-Elect
Barack Obama,” Mr. Burke said prior
to the parade.

Also participating in the parade
were Gregory Lum and Patrick
Terhune of Linden, cadets at the Lex-
ington, Va.-based The Virginia Mili-
tary Institute.

GOP Seeks Hearings on
Property Reassessments

Senators Robert Singer (LD-30,
Jackson) and Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), both Republicans, have
sent a letter to Governor Jon Corzine
asking that he support an effort to
have the Senate Budget and Appro-
priations Committee hold hearings
to discuss the viability of conducting
statewide property reassessments to
reflect lower home valuations in
property tax bills.

“Some homeowners have appealed
their property tax bills based on these
lower market values and have suc-
cessfully had their assessed valua-
tions reduced. While home values in
many neighborhoods have fallen
uniformly, this piecemeal approach
to reassessment has the potential
danger of shifting the tax burden to
other homeowners who may not
know how to appeal their assess-
ments,” according to the lawmakers’
letter.

Nat’l  Sales Holidays Proposed
To Stimulate U.S. Economy

The National Retail Federation has
asked President Barack Obama to
incorporate a series of national sales
tax holidays into upcoming economic
stimulus legislation as a step toward
rebuilding consumer confidence, say-
ing short-term gains from consumer
spending and long-term growth from
job creation are both needed to
achieve economic recovery.

In response, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) and Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) again have called on
Governor Jon Corzine to adopt a
sales tax holiday to provide eco-
nomic relief to New Jersey families
and businesses.

Bill Would Provide More
Oversight on Higher Ed.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee has released legislation
sponsored by Assemblymen Patrick
Diegnan (LD-18) and Joseph Cryan
(LD-20, Union) to provide more
oversight of the fiscal management
of New Jersey’s system of higher
education. The bill (A-3245) aims
to implement many of the recom-
mendations contained in the Octo-
ber 2007 State Commission of In-
vestigation (SCI) report “Vulner-
able to Abuse: The Importance of
Restoring Accountability, Transpar-
ency and Oversight to Public Higher
Education Governance.” The report
noted multiple instances where pub-
lic funds were “vulnerable to waste,
abuse and violations of the public
trust.”

The measure would re-establish a

cabinet-level position responsible for
the oversight of the state’s public
higher education network, the first
such post since the former State De-
partment of Higher Education was
disbanded in 1994. The new Secre-
tary of Higher Education also would
serve as executive director of the
Commission on Higher Education.

Corzine Holds Lead Over
Christie in Monmouth U. Poll
Governor Jon Corzine has a four-

point lead, 36 percent to 32 percent,
over Republican Christopher Christie
as candidate for governor, according
to a new Monmouth University/
Gannett New Jersey poll. The
governor also leads three other
potential Republican candidates:
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
45 to 29 percent; Assemblyman Rick
Merkt (LD-25, Mendgam), 41 to 27
percent, and Franklin Township
Mayor Brian Levine, 44 to 27 percent.

Bush Defends Actions in Iraq,
Afghanistan In Final Speech

President George W. Bush gave his
final address as president last week by
defending his administration’s military
actions against Afghanistan and Iraq.
“There is legitimate debate about many
of these decisions. But there can be
little debate about the results —
America has gone more than seven
years without another terrorist attack
on our soil,” Mr. Bush said.

NORTHERN ITALIAN STYLE CUISINE

Visit us at www.mosaico22.com
for a FREE gift card when you book a party

Every Tuesday and Wednesday night
Lobster Tails $19.95 regular $30.

Every Saturday and Sunday night
Pork Shank (Osso Buco) $19.95 regular $28.

Mosaico Economic Stimulus Package

1072 US 22 WEST, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ • 908.233.3553

*This offer starts every day at 4:00pm and all day Sunday

*Not to be combined with any other offer or photo like gift card.

*There is no need to bring anything but yourself as wait staff will extend this offer

every time you dine with us from now until the end of this promotion. Please no exceptions.

Every Monday and Tuesday dinner
Filet Migon $19.95 regular $28.

Every Thursday and Friday night
Imported Baby Rack of Lamb $19.95 regular $32.

Every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dinner
all bottles of wine are 30% off.

Every tray of food for Superbowl will have 30% Off

Arbor Day Group Offers
 Trees to New Members

AREA — Ten free flowering trees
will be given to residents of New Jer-
sey who become members of the Ar-
bor Day Foundation in January 2009.

The free trees are part of the non-
profit foundation’s Trees for America
campaign. Those who join the foun-
dation in January will receive two
white flowering dogwoods, flower-
ing crabapples, Washington haw-
thorns, American redbuds and
goldenraintrees.

The trees will be shipped post-
paid at the right time for planting
between February 1 and May 31,
with enclosed planting instructions.
The six- to 12-inch trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be re-
placed free of charge. Members also
receive a subscription to the
foundation’s bimonthly publication,
Arbor Day, and The Tree Book,
which includes information about
tree planting and care.

To become a member of the founda-
tion and to receive the free trees, send a
$10 contribution to Ten Free Flowering
Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Ar-
bor Avenue, Nebraska City, Neb. 68410,
by January 31. New Jersey residents
can also join online at arborday.org.www.goleader.com

Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399


