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Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.������Dr.�Patricia�E.�Grantham�
Dr.�Martin�L.�Marks,�Endodontic�Specialist�3689�

Dr.�Lara�Merker,�Periodontic�and�Implant�Specialist�5798�

$$$  SAVE ON DENTAL FEES  $$$ 
PROPER DENTAL CARE NOW PREVENTS MORE  

COMPLICATED AND EXPENSIVE TREATMENT LATER

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains, NJ

Minutes�from�Rt.�22�����Day,�Evening,�and�Saturday�Appointments�
Most�Insurances�Accepted������Interest�Free�Financing������Flexible�Payment�Options�

Denture�Lab�on�Premises�������Same�Day�Repairs�

All phases of dentistry for the entire family 

���� Free Introductory Visit ����
Comprehensive Exam, Digital X-Rays, and Consultation 

Reg. $295.00 

Present this ad ���� Not valid with other offers ���� Exp.6/30/09 WL 

DCA Commissioner Doria
Discusses COAH, State Aid

TRENTON – Department of Com-
munity Affairs’ (DCA) Commissioner
Joseph Doria discussed the Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) and
state aid at the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities 17th An-
nual Mayors’ Legislative Day on Janu-
ary 14.

“With regards to affordable hous-
ing, you only build it when other
types of growth, like non-residential
commercial development and market
rate housing, have taken place,” Com-
missioner Doria said. “The COAH
process is tied to a growth share
method, so if no growth is taking
place in your community, and given
these difficult times I would imagine
limited growth has occurred, then you
are not responsible for building af-
fordable housing.”

Mr. Doria described COAH’s third

round housing plan review process,
which provides flexibility and a revi-
sion period, and informed those as-
sembled that discussions are being
held on how to implement Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposal to place a
one-year moratorium on the 2.5 per-
cent affordable housing development
fee on non-residential development.
Additionally, he discussed state aid,
specifically extraordinary aid.

“Extraordinary aid decisions (for
fiscal year budget towns) cannot be
made because we have to await the
outcome of the pension deferral pay-
ments legislation in the State Legisla-
ture,” Commissioner Doria said. “We
hope this issue will be resolved shortly
and will not impact calendar year
towns. In the meantime, we have in-
structed fiscal year municipalities to
send out estimated tax bills.”

Cassidy Replaces Barisonek;
As Assign. Judge for County

ELIZABETH — State Superior
Court Judge Walter Barisonek, a
Mountainside resident and the as-
signment judge for Union County, is
retiring after 25 years at the end of
this month. He will be replaced by
Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy
of Cranford, the presiding judge of
the Family Division in the Union
Vicinage.

Judge Barisonek was appointed
to the bench by Governor Thomas
H. Kean in 1984 and was reap-
pointed with tenure by Governor
James Florio in 1991. Prior to his
appointment he was in private prac-
tice and served as mu-
nicipal prosecutor in
Clark.

New Jersey Chief
Justice Stuart Rabner
praised Judge
Barisonek for his
“long and distin-
guished” career on the
bench.

“Since he was first
appointed in 1984,
Judge Barisonek has
set a standard for fair-
ness, wisdom and ex-
cellence in serving the
residents of Union County. We will
greatly miss his leadership and
counsel and wish him a healthy and
happy retirement,” Chief Justice
Rabner said.

According to a Star-Ledger ar-
ticle, Judge Barisonek handled cases
ranging from Megan’s Law to ra-
cial profiling cases brought against
the State Police. He has been as-
signment judge for the past four
years.

Chief Justice Rabner said Judge
Cassidy has “proven herself to be a
dedicated jurist and leader in the Ju-
diciary.”

 “She has presided over the Family
Division in Union County with dis-
tinction and overseen a demanding
caseload with skill and grace. She
will no doubt serve the entire Union
County justice system well as assign-
ment judge,” he said.

Judge Cassidy was appointed to
the bench in April 2000 by then-
Governor Christie Whitman and was
reappointed by Governor Jon Corzine
in 2007.

 She has served in the Union Vici-
nage since her appointment, first in
the Family Division, then in the Civil
Division from September 2002 until
September 2005. She went back to
the Family Division in 2005 to serve
as presiding judge.

Her first entry into the legal pro-
fession was in 1984 as law clerk to
Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr., when
he was assignment judge in Union
County.

“I am grateful to Chief Justice
Rabner for his confidence in me. I
am honored to be named assign-
ment judge following Judge
Barisonek, who has led our court-
house with strength and wisdom,
and I am also proud to follow in the
footsteps of Judge Beglin, whose
mentoring provided me with the
legal skills that placed me on solid
ground as I began my career,” Judge

Cassidy said.
“And today I

must thank my
colleagues on
the family bench
here in Union
County, and
those from
around the state
in the Confer-
ence of Family
Division Presid-
ing Judges. They
are a particularly
dedicated group
of judges, who

oversee countless proceedings every
day where children and families are
suffering and at their most vulner-
able. This demanding work, on be-
half of families throughout New Jer-
sey, is performed with compassion
and dignity and I am proud to have
served among them,” she said.

Judge Cassidy was in the news
frequently last year as she heard the
divorce trial of former Governor
James McGreevey and Dina Matos
McGreevey.

Prior to her appointment to the
bench, Judge Cassidy was a partner at
the Roseland law firm of Connell,
Foley. She had joined the firm in 1985
as an associate and was named part-
ner in 1992.

Judge Cassidy lives with her hus-
band, Mark, in Cranford, where he
presides over the municipal court,
and their two children.

Judge Walter Barisonek

GOING GREEN…Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, top right,
and Angel Estrada, top left, present a check from the county’s Green Grant
program to Principal Claudia Andreski, second from right at top, Librarian
Kathy Cook, second from left at top, and students, left to right, Noelle Blackford,
Patrick Carmo and Ryan Soldati from the McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield. The school was awarded $1,000 to start a recycling program for
children’s books and to create bookmarks out of recycled paper.

McKinley Among Schools
To Garner ‘Green’ Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS – From a worm
café to a science lab made from re-
cycled bottles, five schools have been
awarded the first grants under the
Union County Green Grant program.
The theme of the grants was “Radical
Recycling.”

The Green Grant program pro-
vides funding of up to $1,000 for
environmental projects proposed by
students.

The grants were distributed at an
awards ceremony at Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains.

The five winning school projects
show how to keep materials such as
food waste, books and worn-out
sneakers out of the general waste
stream:

Carl H. Kumpf Middle School in
Clark was awarded $546 for equip-
ment and worms to start a worm-
composting program, dubbed the
“Worm Café.” Students will learn how
worms can break down food scraps
and convert them into compost mate-
rial that will be used on their school
grounds.

Valley Road School in Clark was
awarded $977 to collect used CD’s,
videotapes and game cartridges, and
send them to a recycling company
that specializes in electronic waste.

Roselle Park High School was
awarded $1,000 to purchase state-of-
the-art lab equipment for use in its
Learning Lean-To. This outdoor en-
vironmental center will be constructed
primarily from recycled Snapple
bottles and other salvaged construc-
tion materials.

Magnet High School in Scotch
Plains was awarded $1,000 to start a
sneaker recycling project in conjunc-
tion with the National Nike Reuse-a-
Shoe program. The entire school will
collect worn or unwanted sneakers,

which will be recycled for use as
playground resurfacing material.

McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield was awarded $1,000 to
start a recycling program for
children’s books and to create book-
marks out of recycled paper. The
books and bookmarks will be put in
recycled gift boxes and bags, and
presented to Head Start of East
Harlem for distribution.

The Green Grant program will con-
tinue this year as part of the 2009 Go
Green II initiative recently adopted
by the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. All elementary and
high schools in Union County are
eligible. Applications for 2009
grants, when available, will be sent
to school district superintendents.

For more information on recycling
and budget-wise green tips in Union
County, visit ucnj.org/greenconnect.Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 5, 2009 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and
Saturday, February 7, 2009 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 35 years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence and post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child 
related circumstances, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2009
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2009
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Lance Votes to Renew
Child Insur. Program

WASHINGTON – United States
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union)
voted in favor of legislation that
would renew and improve the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP).

This measure is similar to legisla-
tion passed twice during the 110th
Congress. Last month, 129,322 New
Jersey children were enrolled in the
SCHIP program. The program is ad-
ministered by NJ FamilyCare.

“SCHIP ensures more than
120,000 New Jersey children receive
health care,” Rep. Lance said imme-
diately following the vote on the

floor of the House. “Because New
Jersey has the second highest cost of
living in the nation, SCHIP is very
important to those working families
struggling with the high costs of
healthcare. It’s especially important
to children whose parents either don’t
have insurance through their employ-
ers or whose parents may have re-
cently lost their jobs because of the
current economic downturn.”

According to NJ FamilyCare,
SCHIP enrollment totaled 10,438
children in Union County. The
House approved the measure 289-
139.

Keep It Green Group
Supports Open Space
TRENTON — The Keep it Green

Campaign, a coalition of 108 orga-
nizations looking to secure long-
term funding for the Garden State
Preservation Trust, thanked  Gover-
nor Jon Corzine for his
“prioritization of this issue and his
commitment to fund open space
preservation.”

“We believe that the governor is
listening to the people of the state
who, in these difficult economic times,
continue to support open space pres-
ervation as seen in the recent local
and county ballot initiatives. The cam-
paign is heartened by the reaffirma-
tion of his promise to fund open space
and to have legislative action by June
30 to place a measure on the Novem-
ber 2009 ballot.

“While we are grateful that the
Governor recognizes the importance
of this issue, we believe it is vital that
the solution be multi-year. We look
forward to working with the Gover-
nor and the Legislature and support-
ing them on efforts to fund open space
preservation including farmland pres-
ervation, urban parks and historic
preservation.”

Wilson: GOP Ready
For November Win

TRENTON — New Jersey State
Republican Chairman Tom Wilson
said last week in comments released
to GOP supporters that Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State Address
said Mr. Corzine “still doesn’t get it.”

“He’s still trying to spend his way
out of every problem. Corzine doesn’t
get that government spending is the
problem.”

“Republicans are poised for a ma-
jor win this November,” Mr. Wilson
said. “No one has ever sought re-
election to the governor’s office with
worse public approval ratings than
Jon Corzine. Voters actually think
Corzine is doing a worse job than Jim
Florio – the last one-term governor
who got thrown out for abusing the
taxpayers.”

Mr. Wilson vowed that the GOP
would “launch the most comprehen-
sive, coordinated and technologically
efficient effort to engage the over-
taxed people of New Jersey in a cam-
paign for real change.”

He said the GOP would focus on
“our collective message of lower taxes,
less spending and new leadership.”

“The Democrats have raised our
property taxes, income taxes, sales tax
and, literally, 100 other taxes. We’ve
got to stop them before they bankrupt
New Jersey,” Mr. Wilson said.

Union County Residents
Graduate From IBEW
AREA — The International Broth-

erhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
Local 164, based in Paramus, recently
graduated 61 local men and women,
including five Union County resi-
dents, from its Electrical or Telecom-
munications Apprenticeship Training
Programs. The programs are admin-
istered jointly by Local 164 and the
Bergen-Essex-Hudson Division of the
National Electrical Contractors As-
sociation (NECA).

Union County graduates included
Alfonso Barone of Springfield,
Gabriel Battaglia of Union, Robert
Casey of Westfield, Michael Knaus
of Westfield and John Montgomery
of Hillside.

www.goleader.com


