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POLICE BLOTTER

“The trend of transferring newspa-
pers from microfilm to digital format
is becoming more prevalent,” Mr.
O’Brien said. “Ten years ago it was
just an idea that many newspapers
were discussing, because at that time,
the technology was new and cost pro-
hibitive,” he said.

Having the newspaper digitally
archived offers the convenience of
accessing the information from any
computer as opposed to having to go
to the library to view a specific reel of
microfilm, Mr. Israel pointed out.
Also, digitally archived news can be
searched by keywords, making it
easier than scrolling through reels of
microfilm.

Mr. Corbin said there is an advan-
tage of keeping actual newsprint on
hand. He said hard copies maintain
the integrity of the archives because
“computerized versions can be al-
tered, whereas 10,000 hard copies in
print create an immutable, lasting
record.” However, both microfilm and
paper copies can lose quality over
time.

When Mr. Corbin began research-
ing the technology 10 years ago, the
hardware and software were “costly
and rudimentary,” he said. Archiving
from microfilm to digital is a two-
step process, Mr. Corbin explained.
The first step involves scanning the
microfilm to a digital image. Then
software reads the image and creates
words (optical character recognition
– OCR) to enable computer indexing
and searching. The first conversions
in 1998 were time consuming and the
OCR quality was low.

“The two factors are of course,
interdependent,” Mr. Corbin ex-
plained. “The clearer the microfilm
image, the better able the software
would be at OCR.” Today, using good
quality microfilm or scanning directly

THE YEAR THAT WAS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced that the 2008 yearbook staff was awarded first place for its efforts by the
American Scholastic Press Association. Pictured is the current staff that worked
along with members of the Class of 2008. Pictured, from left to right, are: Katie
Colombo, Megan Arce, Christina Agostinho and Melissa Carey.
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The Newspapers Online

Support the Troops
Casino Night Set Feb. 7

WESTFIELD – The 102nd Cav-
alry Family Readiness Group cor-
dially invites the public to attend a
Support the Troops Casino Night on
Saturday, February 7, 2009 to be held
at the NJ Army National Guard Ar-
mory, 500 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

The event will be held from 5 until
11 p.m. Casino activity will be held
from 6 until 9 p.m. The cost is $60 per
ticket (includes: $50 in chips, buffet
dinner, dancing, prizes). Please pre-
register and/or direct your questions
to Nancy LaCorte at (732) 991-1241
or e-mail 102.CAV.FRG@gmail.com.

Proceeds from this event go to sup-
port the Family Readiness Groups of
the NJ Army National Guard, 102nd
Cavalry. Please make checks payable
to: 102 CAV FRG HHT and mail to:
P.O. Box 6344, Somerset, N.J. 08875-
6344.

People with military ID and their
families are free but must pre-register.

from newsprint, the OCR accuracy
can be 95 percent. Creating newspa-
pers on computers as The Leader/
Times has done since 1998 yields
close to 100 percent accuracy.

Most of the bound books of the
newspaper were destroyed in a fire at
the newspaper office in 1970. Thus,
lower quality microfilm from that
time could not be redone to the higher
standards in use today.

Mr. Corbin has worked with cura-
tor Stan Lipson of the Westfield His-
torical Society to create digital ar-
chives of the annual This Is Westfield
publication, going back 37 years.
These are not yet placed online.

The Times began publishing in
1959. The Leader began publishing
in September of 1890, and the ar-
chives from 1890 to 1907 were not
saved or were misplaced. “We’re still
trying to find missing editions,” Mr.
Corbin said.

Also included in the library’s digi-
tal archive project was converting the
Union County Standard, published
from 1891 to 1915, Mr. Israel said.
He said that the library’s next task
entails digitizing the defunct Record
Press and the Westfield High School
yearbooks.

“This is part of the growing trend
of libraries moving forward and keep-
ing pace with the way we access
materials,” Mr. Israel said. “Micro-
film may become a thing of the
past…however, the libraries will still
keep microfilm and viewers on hand.”

Some of the interesting Leader
news accessible online are from the
November 9, 1932, edition announc-
ing Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s win
over Herbert Hoover for President
and the infamous radio broadcast of
the War of the World’s Martian At-
tack in the November 3, 1938, edi-
tion.

Woman Pleads Guilty
To Church Funds Theft

WESTFIELD – Assistant Prosecu-
tor Ann Rubin of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office revealed that
Ellen Scott of Colonia pled guilty on
January 14 to theft and forgery
charges of $141,026.04 from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Additionally, she will have
to reimburse Saint Helen’s the money
that was taken.

“The charges and guilty plea can be
credited to the meticulous and time-
consuming investigation conducted by
(Westfield Police) Detective Joseph
Costanzo,” stated Westfield Police
Captain David Wayman.

Americans are united against terror-
ists and any nation that would threaten
or attack our democracy. I stand with
our new President in his commitment
to keeping our nation safe.

“It was also heartening to hear Presi-
dent Obama state that he will embrace
what’s working in our federal govern-
ment and eliminate what doesn’t. Such
a common-sense strategy is refresh-
ing, particularly to the hard-pressed
taxpayers of New Jersey.”
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Pres. Obama

ship and the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association
(SPBPA) currently sponsor, Mr.
Watson said the SID needed to speak
with the SPBPA and township offi-
cials “to see what they’d like to do
and not do anymore. If they want to
drop something, we can do it. If they
want to keep doing something, the
SID can assist.”

Board member Steve Goldberg, a
former SPBPA president, said he did
not see much potential for conflict.
“We should be able to enhance each
other,” he said.

Mr. Verdic said that a separate night
of downtown concerts — apart from
the Thursday night summertime con-
certs sponsored by the township —
could be one way of drawing people
into the downtown. He said
Westfield’s Jazz Nights during the
summer bring “a tremendous amount
of people into town” and are a boon to
local retailers and restaurants. Other
ideas put forth last week included an
effort to have downtown restaurants
cross-promote via dollars-off cou-
pons, holding fundraisers to help bol-
ster the SID’s budget, sponsoring a
spring tailgate party and street fair in
the downtown, in which local restau-
rants would cook outdoors and offer
food for a nominal fee, and holding a
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Scotch Plains SID Discusses
Plans, Goals and Schedules

WE LIKE WESTFIELD…Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
members selected the winners of “The Miracle on Elm Street – Letters to the DWC
Elves” holiday promotion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dominick Verdic,
chairman; Lee Hale, treasurer; Jaime Chaves, board member, and Diane Barabas,
board member.

street fair during the Memorial Day
weekend.

Mr. Watson outlined some of the
responsibilities of the committees that
have been formed. The Economics
Committee will focus on matters in-
cluding grant writing, vendor recruit-
ment and vendor contracts, as well as
recycling and garbage disposal for
businesses within the SID. The De-
sign Committee will look at building
facades and window displays in an
effort to establish some uniformity,
as well as compliance with local zon-
ing regulations. The Promotions Com-
mittee will create the events to draw
people into the downtown and pro-
mote all SID businesses. The Organi-
zation Committee will fortify a data-
base of SID members with additional
pertinent information, as well as be-
gin the process of recruiting a man-
ager to oversee the SID’s efforts.

The next SID meeting will be on
Thursday, January 29 at The Stage
House Inn.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
08/23/2001 Archive: PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION…The Scotch Plains
Public Library recently acquired the microfilm of its 1963 to 1979 copies of The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The library’s original newspaper copies were deteriorat-
ing, yellowing and some were torn. Seated, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks and
Councilman William F. McClintock, Jr. compare the original document to the
microfilm version shown by Library Director Norbert Bernstein. Pictured, behind
Mayor Marks, Horace R. Corbin, publisher of The Times, looks on with pride.

Westfield
Tuesday, January 13, Wanda

Rodriguez, 28, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding Elizabeth
criminal warrant in the amount of
$100 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Central Avenue and Virginia Street.
She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, January 16, Andrew Yacura,
52, of Westfield was arrested on
Livingston Place on charges of ob-
struction and resisting arrest. Accord-
ing to police, officers had attempted
to bring Yacura, who was intoxicated,
to his home when he allegedly began
pushing and shoving the officers and
kicked one of them. He was released
on his own recognizance and trans-
ferred to Trinitas Hospital for evalu-
ation.

Friday, January 16, John Bovino,
33, of Cranford was arrested in the
area of 117 Central Avenue on an
outstanding no-bail Essex County
Sheriff’s warrant. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters
where he was processed and turned
over to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Monday, January 19, Jesse
Goldberg, 27, of Roselle Park was
arrested on an outstanding Roselle
Park criminal warrant in the amount
of $675. Goldberg was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance per the Roselle Park Po-
lice Department.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 14, Shawanda

Totten, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident
of Tussell Lane reported that some-
one slashed the rear tires of her motor
vehicle while it was parked in front of
her apartment.

Thursday, January 15, a business
owner on East Second Street reported
that someone entered his motor ve-
hicle and removed $1,100 worth of
tools.

Friday, January 16, Thomas Zeile,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Friday, January 16, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone opened a credit card in her
name and made several thousand dol-
lars worth of purchases.

Friday, January 16, Angel Guzman,
30, of North Brunswick was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, Joshua
Sheppard, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
$5,000 worth of tools and supplies.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 15, Zena

Wilkens, 44, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant after a filed investigation on
Martine Avenue. She was processed
and turned over to the Union County
jail.

Friday, January 16, Eugene P. Liles,
33, of Newark was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Jersey City
and Bloomfield after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, January 16, Randell B.
Evans, 2nd, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants out of
South Plainfield and Fanwood after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released.

Sunday, January 18, a resident in
the 100 block of Pleasant Avenue
reported that sometime between the
hours of 4 p.m. on Saturday, January
17, and Sunday, January 18 at 10:26
a.m. someone knocked the driver’s
side mirror off his vehicle while it
was parked in the street.

Sunday, January 18, Michael W.
Knepper, 45, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. Knepper was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
at which time officers said they
smelled the odor of marijuana and
with the owners consent searched the

vehicle and found the controlled dan-
gerous substance, police said. He was
issued a summons and released.

Monday, January 19, Jennifer B.
Arrogante, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Jersey City after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Monday, January 19, Curtis C.
White, 23, of Piscataway was arrested
on a Scotch Plains warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 13, Manuel J.

Barbosa, 52, of Union was arrested at
the Elizabeth Police Department for
an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $775.
He was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, Michael
D. Bracuto, 40, of Cranford was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, Crist M.
Colon, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a field investiga-
tion. She was processed and released.

Wednesday, January 14, a resident
of Darby Lane reported that someone
had tampered with her mail after find-
ing a bank statement was opened and
information was circled with a red
marker. Authorities advised the vic-
tim to keep a watchful eye on the
account and to report unauthorized
activity immediately to the bank.

Friday, January 16, a business on
Bristol Road reported that someone
ordered $19,107 worth of color ink
cartridges using his company credit
card without his authorization.

Saturday, January 17, an individual
reported that he parked his vehicle in
a lot on Route 22 overnight and when
he returned the vehicle had been sto-
len. The value of the stolen vehicle is
$19,000.

Sunday, January 17, several traffic
signs were damaged after being in-
tentionally struck by a vehicle. The
signs were located at the intersection
of Short Drive and Wyoming Drive,
the intersection of Short Drive and
Foot Hill Way, Sawmill Way and
Longview Drive and a stop sign at the
intersection of Longview Drive and
Wyoming Drive. According to po-
lice, tire tracks were visible and paint
samples were transferred to the traf-
fic poles.

Sunday, January 17, a routine pa-
trol of Deerfield School revealed that
someone had shot the school doors
and windows with a paint ball gun.

Monday, January 19, an officer
patrolling the area of Long Meadow
at 3:46 a.m. and noticed a vehicle
parked in the wrong direction in front
of a residence. After further investi-
gating the vehicle, the officer noticed
the windshield was smashed out with
a landscaping paver, and there was
significant damage to the hood of the
car, police said. Police knocked on
the door of the residence and after
speaking to the vehicle owner it was
determined the damage was done
sometime between the hours of 2
a.m. and 3:45 a.m. when it was dis-
covered. Tire tracks and footprints
leading from the street were noticed
at the scene. The incident was turned
over to the detective bureau.

GW BOE Looks to Resolve
Library, GEA Contracts
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education (BOE) said on Tuesday
that the borough’s mayor, Dennis
McCarthy, and the borough council have
asked for a meeting regarding the ongo-
ing negotiations between the board and
the Garwood Public Library regarding
the library’s lease with the BOE.

“In the very near future we should
have a meeting with the governing body
to resolve the issue,” said board member
Sandro Villaraut, the representative to
the borough council.

The library is currently located in a
building attached to the Lincoln School
on Second Avenue, serving as both the
school and public library. The board has
requested that the library pay for a por-
tion of the utility and maintenance costs
incurred from their use of the building.
The two sides are negotiating over this
amount. Representatives from the li-
brary appeared before the mayor and
council during the body’s December 9
meeting to ask for assistance in negotia-
tions with the Board of Education.

“We hope that this is going to be
settled very soon because we appreciate
having the library there,” Board Presi-
dent Adele Lewis said.

Also on Tuesday, board member John
Sullivan said the board and the Garwood
Education Association (GEA) last met
on January 15 to discuss wording of the
contract and the memorandum of agree-
ment. Mr. Sullivan said that two sides
“have a good relationship” and are “very
close” to an agreement.

“Their representative and I have been
in contact and we’re trying to make sure
this goes as smooth as possible,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, resident Bruce Paterson
asked the board to keep taxpayers in
mind during the negotiations with the
GEA, particularly in light of difficulties
faced by many in the private sector. He
said he believed that “having a secure
job…seems to be credit enough” in con-
sidering raises when “private industry
gets laid off left and right.”

The board was unable to discuss spe-
cifics of either the library or GEA situ-
ations due to the ongoing negotiations.
Both topics were discussed in closed
session following the meeting on Tues-
day. The board said they were hopeful
that both contracts would be resolved
shortly.

Finance Committee Chairwoman Su-
san Groning said on Tuesday that her
committee is looking into the reason for
a $7,587 increase in the district’s De-
cember electric bill. Ms. Groning also
said that the board is beginning its bud-
get process for 2009-2010.

“It’s going to be a little tighter than it
has been in the past,” Ms. Groning said.
“We’re going to cross our fingers, hope
we get some good numbers, and hope-
fully the state helps us out.”

With Union County Executive Su-
perintendent Carmen Centuolo request-
ing that school districts have some sort
of shared services in place by July 1,
Garwood Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said she is in discus-
sions with the Clark School District
about further shared services.

Ms. Quigley said an arrangement
with Clark would make the most sense
for the borough since Garwood al-
ready sends its ninth through 12th
graders to Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson
High School.

WF Asks NJSA to Amend
Library Funding Formula

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Joining fellow mu-
nicipalities in the state, such as neigh-
boring Garwood, Westfield has called
upon the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture to amend the formula by which
towns fund libraries.

“Our library is an exceptional li-
brary,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after Tuesday’s pub-
lic council meeting. “But in the past,
as assessed property values increased,
libraries were getting an extraordi-
nary increase in their budget.”

Mr. Gildea asked rhetorically, “In
these times of financial crisis, what
department do you know of in the
Town of Westfield that is getting more
than 7 to 10 percent increases guaran-
teed, and the town has no say in it?”

The prevailing state law requires
the governing body of every munici-
pality to annually appropriate, and
raise by taxation, “an amount equal to
one-third of a mill on every dollar of
assessable property within the mu-
nicipality” to fund local libraries.

A mill refers to one-tenth of a cent.
Translated, this amounts to $33 per
$100,000 of assessed valuation in a
town.

Towns are asking the Legislature
to modify the formula, first enacted
in 1944, and instead pay one-sixth of
a mill on every dollar of assessable
property.

When asked about the matter fol-
lowing the meeting, Mr. Gildea said
the formula, which was last amended
23 years ago, is “archaic.”

In 2008, the formula guaranteed
the Westfield Memorial Library $2.5
million for its entire operation. In
2009, the library will see a funding
increase of between approximately 2
and 3 percent.

In budgetary terms, the town this
year is bracing for a $60,000 to
$70,000 increase from the $2.5 mil-
lion figure in the 2008 budget – “a
lower number than we’ve seen in the
past but a number we’d like to cut
down,” Mr. Gildea said.

The administrator prefaced all his
remarks by saying that the library is
“not doing anything wrong.”

“It serves the public in a great way,”
he added. “We want to be mindful of
that and make sure that continues.
We’re not looking to penalize the li-
brary. In fact, in past years, while the
library is required a certain level of
funding, the town can give more, and
the Town of Westfield has given more
than it’s required to. In these economic
times, though, we’re looking for all
ways to try to reduce the [tax burden].”

In other news, the town approved a
person-to-person transfer of a liquor
license from Brittany’s Restaurant,
Inc., t/a BG Fields, to JGR Invest-
ment Group, LLC.

The buyer, whose address is lo-
cated in Chester, does not presently
have a location where the license will
be actively used; therefore, it is con-
sidered a “pocket license,” which may
only be renewed for two full terms
after the date it becomes inactive.

Calls placed to the restaurant Wednes-
day morning revealed that the
establishment’s number had changed.
Upon calling the new number, The Times
spoke with owner Bill Delfinis, who
confirmed that the business had closed.

“Our lease had run out after 20
years, and it was time,” Mr. Delfinis
said. “I’ve had the number rerouted to
my cell phone, and it’s just been an
outpouring of nice comments, people
saying, ‘It was my favorite place.’”

Mr. Delfinis said the moment is
“bittersweet,” as the relationships es-
tablished, especially with his wait
staff, were that of a family.

“We had a great run, a wonderful
staff and loyal customers,” he said.
“You’d come to see the staff. It was
like a relationship you’d have with a
hairdresser.”

Mr. Delfinis said his restaurant had
a loyal “senior market” that enjoyed
the restaurant’s atmosphere and food.
Some customers even migrated from
Mr. Delfinis’ father’s business, Coach
and Four in Cranford, upon its clos-
ing in 1988.

Now, Mr. Delfinis said, the land-
lord is renovating and retooling the
interior of the available space.

In addition, Fujiyama Mama Res-
taurant Corp. transferred its liquor
license to holding company Ahi Tuna
Corp. In this instance, three of four
present owners are selling to one in-
dividual.

In separate business, the town for-
mally retained Gordon Meth’s ser-
vices as an on-call traffic consultant.

Last year, a similar agreement with
Mr. Meth called for the town to pay an
amount “not to exceed” $15,000. That
figure has dropped to $14,000 in 2009.

“We’ve added engineering [to his
responsibilities],” Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said last week. “We’ve had
some downsizing in the engineering
department, and he gives us some
flexibility; his firm can do traffic and
engineering work. So, we are reduc-
ing the amount and increasing the
scope,” Mr. Ciarrocca added.

Prior to official business, Second
Ward Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan,
after delivering the invocation, ac-
knowledged the dawn of a new Presi-
dency and said a prayer for President
Barack Obama.

Mr. Ciarrocca, serving as acting
mayor in the absence of Andy
Skibitsky, said, “Too often, we take
for granted how we change leaders in
such a peaceful and dignified way.
It’s a great statement about we as a
people. We all wish the new President
all the best in these trying times.”

Paul Peyton for The Times
TICKET TO HISTORY...Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th Congressional
District) presents Ron Naughton of
Westfield his tickets for the inaugura-
tion of President Barack Obama. Mr.
Naughton attended the inauguration
on Tuesday with his wife, Jill, and their
two sons, ages 13 and 9. The congress-
man held a lottery to determine who
would receive the office’s 194 tickets.


