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SP-F Music Dept. Hosts
Day of Percussion in Feb.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
February 7, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Music Department will host a Day of
Percussion at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS).

From 10 a.m. until 6:30 p.m., the
community will have the opportunity
to experience the world of percussion
through clinics and rare performances
that will be offered by world-renowned
premier percussionists.

Clinics will be given by drumming
legend Carmine Appice, who per-
formed with the band Vanilla Fudge,
as well as with Jeff Beck and Rod
Stewart. Mr. Appice has recorded with
Stanley Clarke, Jeff Nugent and Pink
Floyd.

Master drum set player, author and
Broadway performer Tommy Igoe will
give additional clinics. Mr. Igoe has
recorded and toured with artists Stanley
Jordan, Art Garfunkel, Lauryn Hill,
Dave Grusin, New York Voices, Patti
Austin, Mark Mancina, Blood, Sweat
and Tears, and David Wilcox. He is
also the assistant conductor of the

Broadway Musical, The Lion King.
Dennis DeLucia, Drum Corps In-

ternational Hall of Famer, percussion
arranger/instructor for the well-known
Bayonne Bridgemen Drums Corps and
a nationally known percussion educa-
tor and judge, will offer a clinic, as will
Rick Puzzo, distinguished percussion
judge, music educator and marimba
soloist.

Representatives from premier per-
cussion companies (Zildjian, Gibralter,
Mike Malter Mallets and Vic Firth)
will be on hand to show off their latest
equipment.

In addition to the professionals
mentioned above, the SPFHS percus-
sion ensembles and the Terrill Middle
School percussion ensemble will also
give performances.

Admission is $5 (12 and over) or $3
(under 12) for a day of musical in-
struction and enjoyment. Refreshments
will be available to purchase all day.

For more information, visit the
SPFHS Music Boosters website at
spfk12.org/musicboosters.

Costumed Singers Celebrate
In Medieval Style at Snuffy’s

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORY TELLERS...Dick Bodmer of Renaissance Village, with the assistance of
a costumed Sean Berg, director of the Celebration Singers, recites a story during
the story-telling contest on Friday night’s program. Mr. Bodmer used to sing with
the group and, in fact, toured Europe with the Cranford singers this past summer.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Picture Medi-
eval Times sans horses and dueling
knights; now, imagine lavishly decked-
out Madrigal singers, add a dash of
Monty Python humor and you have
the Celebration Singers’ recent evening
of “The Sorry-Tellers or Once upon a
Whine,” set in the mythical Medieval
Castle of Deep Manor, which they
pronounce “manure.”

The physical location of this fantasy
night was set perfectly in the Dome
Room at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant
in Scotch Plains. Guests scaled marble
steps to the second floor and followed
a maze-like corridor to the bannered
and bedecked tri-sectioned room that
boasts stained-glass skylights and
deep-wood accents.

A jester — Sean Carroll — and other
costumed characters of the kingdom
greeted diners. With great theatricality,
the town crier (John Huetz) and royal
ranker (Matt Anderson) announced
guests’ names. Red-faced men and gig-
gling female guests entered through the
archway to be escorted to their tables.

Then, the royal guests were intro-
duced, sporting silly names that drew
laughs: Lord Short and Sweet (Rene
Cabbai), Lady Claudia Chandelier
(Nadya Geniush) Lord and Lady
Sleepensnooze (Chris Dugan and
Tanya Carroll), Lord and Lady
Whatsamatterforyou (Bill Ahern and
Mary Swarbrick), Lord and Lady
Lovely Locks (Leo Schaeffer and
Katelyn Polhemus) and finally King
and Queen Roundbottom (Rick
Marsden and Heather Crawford).

For every aspect of the dinner, the
madrigal singers had a merry ditty to
proffer the next course. “The Wassail
Song” lustily announced a sparkling-
cider drink for the audience, eliciting
cheers all around.

Musical Director Sean Berg, dressed
jauntily as the innkeeper, kept the sing-
ers in perfect tempo with his tambou-
rine accent. Before the main course,
plumed pages brought in the requisite
boar head on a platter. Thankfully, that
was not part of the menu — but prime
rib or chicken marsala filled the plates.

Musicians intertwined live trom-
bone duets with pre-recorded period
pieces. A traveling minstrel and other
players in the costumed company in-
vited people in the audience to par-

ticipate in a personal storytelling con-
test featured later in the program.

Part of the night’s interaction in-
cluded the singing of “The Twelve
Days of Christmas,” where volunteer

diners took on roles to leap like lords,
mimic piping pipers and flap like
turtle doves to the delight of the audi-
ence. In total, more than 200
partygoers enjoyed the show.

The jester and a number of his
fellow actors delivered pun-laden sto-
ries. A bearded Carol Straffi, dressed
as the Lord of Misrule, and her band
of “sorry tellers” ventured into a hi-
larious version of “Little Red Goldie
Boxer Shorts.”

Jester Sean Carroll’s story — with
comedic-genius delivery — stole the
hearts of the audience, who regis-
tered their enthusiasm through a great
cardboard “applause meter.” The

highlight of the evening, however,
was the presentation of more a
cappella numbers the group sang to
conclude the night.

The Celebration Singers really

shine at what they do best — sing.
Thunderous applause met the songs
“Cry out Ye People of God” and “In-
fant Holy” because of precise intona-
tion, beautiful harmonies and smooth
vocals.

Their final piece, “Silent Night”,
was accentuated by the darkening of
the room. Candles glimmered as over-
head lights were extinguished, and
the last crystal-clear notes reverber-
ated through the hall.

The evening ended perfectly. A so-
bering mood of gorgeous music blan-
keted the room to send the medieval
revelers back into the waiting world
of the 21st century.

Alliance Theatre Believes
Theatregoers ‘Can Handle Truth’
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Starting tomorrow,
January 16, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center, the Alliance
Repertory Theater Company is per-
forming A Few
Good Men, a
story of the fall-
out after two ma-
rines are charged
with the death of
a fellow soldier at
G u a n t a n a m o
Bay. Mike
Driscoll of Lin-
den directs, and
Scotch Plains
resident Tom
Rowe serves as
lighting designer.

The story is
about what hap-
pens when the
marines’ lawyer
sets out to ques-
tion the military
mentality and its
code of honor.
The play was
made into a movie
in 1993, starring
Tom Cruise and
Jack Nicholson,
and popularized
the line “You
can’t handle the
truth!”

According to
Mr. Driscoll, ar-
tistic and manag-
ing director at Al-
liance, part of the
reason they chose
A Few Good Men
is because he be-
lieves the plot is
relevant to
America’s situa-
tion today.

The play, he
said, depicts how,
at times, government officials tend to
go “over the edge” when making de-
cisions “under the guise…that they
are right… They may think it’s the
right thing to do, but it’s not.”

Speaking about Colonel Nathan
Jessep, Nicholson’s character in the
movie, Mr. Driscoll said, “He is an
example how one abuses his power. It
all goes back to how absolute power

corrupts absolutely.”
In 1993, Mr. Driscoll, an actor for

most of his life, starred in a stage
version of A Few Good Men one month
after the film premiered.

“I was worried people wouldn’t
see the play because of the movie, but

actually, it sold out every night,” he
remembered. “I think the play is more
powerful, more dramatic. In the
movie, they have eliminated the smok-
ing guns.” Explaining the “smoking
gun,” Mr. Driscoll said in the movie,
Jessep just “blurts out” that he or-
dered the “code red” (hazing) of the
marine who would eventually be mur-
dered. In the play, Jessep is actually

caught altering logbooks.
Three years later, in 1996, Mr.

Driscoll made the switch from acting
to directing.

“I started directing because I found
myself not getting enough from my
directors. I think that initially starting

out as an actor has
made me a better
director. It helps me
to relate and com-
municate with my
actors,” he added.

Prior to A Few
Good Men, Mr.
Rowe of Scotch
Plains had been in
charge of lighting
design for Alliance
Repertory Theater
on two previous
plays, Quasimodo
and A Boy’s Life.

Mr. Rowe has
been a lighting de-
signer for the past
30 years. Lighting
design is an art that
uses light to set a
certain mood on
stage, control the
time of day and to
highlight an actor’s
placement.

For A Few Good
Men, Mr. Rowe de-
signed the light
board and is in
charge of running
it for the perfor-
mances.

Because A Few
Good Men is set in
multiple locations
and has lots of
movement in each
scene, Mr. Rowe
focused on using
light to “isolate and
focus on the differ-
ent actors in each
scene. This tech-

nique uses light to differentiate the
multiple things happening on stage.”

Both gentlemen promised, “If you
come to see the show, you will have a
great time. The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center is gorgeous.
There are also a lot of nice restaurants
around the area.”

For tickets, call the box office at
(732) 499-8226, or go to UCPAC.org.

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey

James S. Little - Director

Saturday, January 17, 2009 – 8:00 pm

Temple Emanu-El  756 East Broad Street, Westfield

$20/$15 Students or Seniors I Tickets Available at the Door
Wheelchair Accessible I For Information Call: 908-518-0152

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.NJ State Council on the Arts

Alto:  Joseph Hill - Solomon    Tenor:  Stephen Sands  -  Zadok

Soprano:  Andi Campbell  -  Queen    Baritone:  Mark Watson  -  A Levite

Additional Soloists: Cynthia Brogan, Pamela Keller & Stephen McCarthy

Alliance Rep. Presents
A Few Good Men

AREA – Aaron Sorkin’s play A
Few Good Men, which became an
award-winning movie in 1993 star-
ring Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson,
will be presented by Alliance Reper-
tory Theatre’s 16-member cast.

This production comes to life in the
renovated Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway from January
16 to 31. Performances will take place
on Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m., as well as Sunday matinees at 2
p.m.

The Saturday, January 17, produc-
tion is an open caption production.

Tickets cost $27. Students and se-
niors can attend for $17.

For more information, call (732)
499-8226 or visit ucpac.org.


