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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

January 14, 1998: A great example
of teamwork and individual effort
ignited a final-quarter scoring blaze,
which rewarded the Blue Devil boys’
basketball team with a 48-46 victory
over hosting Bayonne. Blue Devil
junior Tom Langton became a major
stumbling “block” for Bayonne as he
“batted” away its chances. Langton
pulled down 13 rebounds and regis-
tered 11 blocked shots.

January 15, 1998: Who will be the
next Raider to step forward and be the
star? Will it be Dave Gewirtz, Don
Patterson, Jeff Feighner, Ben
Martinez, Doug Bishop, or all of the
above? Boom! This time, it was Ben
Martinez who dazzled the fans and
the Kearny boys’ basketball team, as
the Raiders “krushed” the Kardinals,
60-38, in Scotch Plains to scoop up
their 10th straight victory without a
defeat this season. Not since 1948
had the Raiders been 10-0.

January 15, 2000: Jesse Coxson
was named the Most Outstanding
Swimmer at the 21st Pirate Invita-
tional Championships. Coxson won
the 200- and 500-yard freestyles for
the second straight year, plus anchored
two winning relays as the Blue Dev-
ils, ranked No. 1 in the state in the
Gannett Top 10, won the team title by
a slim 269-261 margin over the host
Pirates of West Windsor-Plainsboro
South. The meet wasn’t decided until
the final few inches, when Coxson
touched out WW-P captain Cara Drum
to win the 400-free relay.

January 16, 2002: After losing the
first three bouts, the Raider wrestling

team used technical superiority and
perseverance to win nine of the last
11 bouts and to claim a 46-22 victory
over host Westfield. Undefeated 140-
lb. senior Lucas Francavilla started
the Raider eruption with a 12-3, ma-
jority decision over Lee Tomasso and
119-lb. sophomore Eric Connolly
ended it with a crucial 2-0, overtime
win over junior Joe DeCampo. Blue
Devil freshman Tom DelDuca
grabbed a 9-0, majority decision over
130-lb. Anthony Ferrante.

January 15, 2003: The Blue Devil
boys ice hockey team buried Wayne
Valley, 6-2. Senior center Brian Luck
netted two goals. Also scoring were
freshman left wing Sal Esposito, se-
nior center David Falk, sophomore
left wing Ryan Madaras and senior
left wing Kirt Giresi.

Still Wondering Why
We’re the Blue Devils

Here it is, almost a full decade into
the 21st century, and does anybody
have any idea why Westfield Senior
High School is called the Blue Devils?
Should it be that difficult a problem?
This is not the FBI and CIA withhold-
ing important information about the
Kennedy Assassination.

All we know, for semi-sure, is that
sometime in the 1940s, the local news-
papers, the Weather Vane and Hi’s Eye
started adding Blue Devils to their
stories about the school’s sports teams.
Previously, they had merely called the
team the Elm Streeters, the Blue and
White, the Elm Street Eleven (foot-
ball), Five (basketball), Nine (base-
ball) or thinclads (track), the
Duncanites (after coach Bob Duncan)
or the Freemanites (after coach Joe
Freeman), etc. Then, from out of no-
where, we became the Blue Devils.

Not even former town historian
Ralph Jones or former star athlete
Chick Miller, who can seemingly re-
member every pitch he ever saw and
goes back to the days of Jim Turpin,
John Chironna and Bobby Dougherty,
could pinpoint the first appearance of
Blue Devils with any accuracy.

The first mention of Blue Devils in
the Weather Vane appears in the 1943
yearbook. There is no mention in the
1940, ’41 or ’42 Weather Vanes. In my
book “100 Years of Blue Devils Foot-
ball,” the first mention of Blue Devils
is during the 1940 season, which means
the name appeared somewhere (Leader,
Daily Journal, Courier-News, Newark
Evening News), then disappeared for
two years.

But there is no mention anywhere
that I’ve found that gives any reason
for the sudden appearance of the Blue

Devils in articles. Isn’t there usually a
vote among the student body or the
Board of Education? Something! Any-
thing!

And why a Devil for a school nick-
name in Westfield? The Jersey Devil is
fairly famous, but isn’t that mostly a
South Jersey thing, down in the Pine
Barrens? But we’re talking slightly-
to-the-right Westfield here, and any
mention of a Devil in those antedilu-
vian days would have had to raise
some upper-crust eyebrows. What
next? Renaming Elm Street (or Dorian
Road) as Route 666?

There are currently 13 New Jersey
high school teams that have Devils in
their nickname:

Blue Devils: Burlington City, Cen-
tral of Newark, Ewing, Hammonton,
St. Dominic Academy, Shore,
Westfield, Wood-Ridge.

Red Devils: Hunterdon Central,
Penns Grove, Rancocas Valley, Ridge.

Devils: Denville Tech.
Hammonton is located closest to the

Pine Barrens, and so the “Blueberry
Capital of the World” should get first
dibs on being a Blue Devil, although
they’d be more in tune if they had
something about blueberries, or pies
in their nickname. The Blue Berries?

Don’t laugh. Some of the best nick-
names in New Jersey, and around the
country, were done that way. Like the
Hasbrouck Heights Aviators, Fort Lee
Bridgemen, Teaneck Highwaymen,
Long Branch Green Wave, Bernards
Mountaineers, Phillipsburg Stateliners,
Florence Flashes, Belvidere County
Seaters, Gov. Livingston Highlanders,
Lakewood Piners, Roxbury Gaels,
Summit Hilltoppers, Rutgers Prep Ar-
gonauts, Henry Hudson Admirals,

Willingboro Chimeras, St. Augustine
Prep Hermits.

Through the wonder of “google,”
and because somebody apparently has
too much time on his hands, the Den
was able to track down some of the
great nicknames of high schools across
the country. Like the above-mentioned
N.J. nicknames, these are what a high
school and a nickname should be:

In Arkansas, the Fordyce Red Bugs.
In Indiana, the Frankfort Fighting

Hot Dogs, the Speedway Sparkplugs.
In Massachusetts, the Brockton Box-

ers (Brockton is the home of former
heavyweight champion Rocky
Marciano), the Martha’s Vineyard
Vineyarders, the Nantucket Whalers,
the Provincetown Fishermen.

In Pennsylvania, the Bangor Slaters
(up in the coal-mine country), the
Northampton Konkrete Kids (the
school is located in the Cementon sec-
tion of the township).

In Texas, the Hamlin Pied Pipers
(Hamlin is the home of the Pied Piper
Farms’ famous Hereford cows), the
Fort Worth Polytechnic (Poly) Parrots.

In Utah, the Jordan Beetdiggers.
In West Virginia, the Inwood

Musselman Applemen (home of the
famous applesauce company; the
school’s T-shirts say: Fear the Apple!)

Those are terrific nicknames.
But for the most part, nicknames are

just seemingly given out randomly, or
just for the sound, i.e., Clark Crusad-
ers, Cranford Cougars, Gateway
Gators, Jackson Jaguars, Roselle Rams,
Sparta Spartans, Steinert Spartans, etc.

According to the NJSIAA 2008-09
School Directory, here are the most
(over?) used nicknames among the
state’s nearly 400 schools:

Panthers 20, Lions 18, Eagles 17,
Knights and Raiders 15, Cougars and
Rams 14, Bulldogs and Tigers 13, Fal-
cons and Spartans 10, Indians, Mus-
tangs and Vikings 9, Blue Devils, Cru-
saders and Warriors 8, Bears, Hawks
and Patriots 7, Hornets and Wildcats 6,
Braves, Cardinals, Chiefs, Jaguars and
Lancers 5.

Except in rare instances, there should
be no school nicknames for:

@ animals of any kind (although
Scotties would be OK for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood);

@ Indians of any kind (except in the
Lenape-Cherokee-Shawnee-Seneca
district);

@ birds of any kind (the Kearny
Kardinals being an exception).

And schools should not be allowed
to call themselves Buccaneers, Pirates
or Vikings unless they are located near
the ocean, a river or a lake.

Here is a list of other schools that are
also called Westfield High School, with
their nicknames.
In Sydney, Australia, the Westfield
Sports High School Wallabies.
In Casey, Illinois, the Westfield War-
riors.
In Indiana, the Westfield Shamrocks.
In Akron, Iowa, the Westfield West-
erners.
In Massachusetts, the Westfield Bomb-
ers.
In New York, the Westfield Academy
and Central School WACS, or the Wol-
verines. (Note: the WACS are located
20 miles from SUNY Fredonia … the
Blue Devils!)
In Houston, Texas, the Westfield Mus-
tangs.
In Chantilly, Virginia, the Westfield
Bulldogs.
In Wisconsin, the Westfield Pioneers.

A school nickname should be unique
to each school and each town. But it’s
really tough to come up with something
that’s unique to Westfield and the high
school, while keeping the school col-
ors. The Blue Flames? The Blue Notes?
The Blue Caps? The Blue Bloods? The
Blues? The (exit) 135ers? The Adams
Apples? (Old-timers will recall the
towne’s original first three phone digits
of 232 and 233 stood for ADAms.)

Wait, how about this? Since more
than 90 percent of WHS graduates go
on to college, and a very high percent-
age goes to Ivy League or high caliber
schools like Notre Dame, Penn State,
Virginia, NYU, etc., why don’t we call
Westfield “The Prep”? Then, instead
of towne residents spending thousands
of dollars for their kids to go to a
“prep” school in South Orange or Jer-
sey City or Lawrence Township, or
some faux prep school in Bernards or
Morris township, they could just send
their kids to WHS – “The Prep.”

Got any better ideas? OK, how about
we just stay the Blue Devils … but
could somebody please tell when and
why that started?

WRESTLING UPDATE
Bill Kim, Alan Workman and Zach

Frantz were a combined 13-27 a year
ago, so coach Glen Kurz wasn’t sure
what to expect when WHS brought a
slim 11-5 lead into Kim’s 171-pound
match last Friday against SP-F. Less
than 15 minutes later, WHS had a 23-5
advantage en route to a rousing 57-6
victory that Kurz would later call, “the
most exciting, memorable match of my
career. I’ll take this one to my grave.”

Kim and Workman scored “upset”
wins, both in double overtime, and
Frantz decked his man in 2:31. This
after Rob Granstrand had planted a
defending district champion at 160,
and before Nick DeFreitas had avenged
three losses to Tristan Bundy – includ-
ing an overtime setback in the ’08
district final – with a takedown just 18
seconds from the end. “That one put
the icing on the cake,” Kurz said.

DeFreitas and senior classmate Sam
Reichbach (who won by a technical fall
at 145) had been 0-3 vs. SP-F in dual
meets, while Joe Panarese (a 7-6 win-
ner at 140) won his first after two losses.

The 57 points was the most WHS
has ever scored against SP-F, the pre-
vious high being a 54-18 win in 1996.
And the 12 individual victories was
another best vs. the Raiders for WHS,
which now leads the series 28-21-3.
SP-F had won the past seven meetings.

SWIMMING UPDATE
Fifteen seasons have come and 15

seasons have gone since the last time
the WHS boys swim team defeated
Metuchen St. Joseph. Back in 1993,
the Hertell-Mann-Schwartz-Smith-led
Blue Devils coasted to a 114-66 win,
their fourth straight over Joe’s. Since
then, it’s been all Joe’s. But today, 2:30
p.m. at the Wallace Pool, coach Jeff
Knight’s guys, ranked No. 2 in the
state, will be looking to end that drought
against the No. 7 Falcons. And in the
equally high-caliber girls meet today,
coach Brooke Smith’s third-ranked
girls team will be looking to knock off
parochial power fifth-ranked Mount
St. Mary for the second straight year. A
year ago, WHS ended the Mount Li-
ons’ 61-meet unbeaten streak 91-79.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Alexi Kuska (’08), a freshman at

Richmond, will be among the partici-
pants at this weekend’s Swimming
World College Conference Carnival at
Rutgers. The two-day meet (tomorrow
and Saturday) features host Rutgers,
Richmond, North Carolina and Florida.

There will be 12 swimming events
and two diving events – both male and
female. Competition starts at 6:30 p.m.
both days and all proceeds will go the
“Frank Elm Endowed Scholarship” at
Rutgers, in honor of the school’s long-
time former coach.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is wrestler
Alan Workman. After earning a criti-
cal double-overtime decision in
Friday’s win against SP-F, the senior
189-pounder (he weighs 175) had three
pins on Saturday in wins over North
Plainfield, Madison and Bound Brook
– including the match-clincher in the
36-26 win over Madison, which had
beaten WHS 75-6 and 54-15 the past
two years.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Alan Workman

Varsity Wrestling

Devil Boys Get 5th, Girls 6th
At Union County Relays

The Westfield High School boys
winter track team placed fifth behind
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the Blue
Devil girls finished tied for sixth at
the Union County Relays at the Jer-
sey City Armory on January 10. Union
took the boys’ title with 54 points,
while the Raider boys totaled 30 and
the Blue Devils totaled 21. Rahway
won the girls with a total of 44, while
the Blue Devils totaled 16 and the
Raiders totaled 15.

Neil Amato, Josh Firestone and
Tyler Mase combined to take third in
the team shot put with a distance of
120-2”, while the Raiders took sec-
ond with a distance of 120’6.75”.
Tyler Cusick, Joey Martoglio, Mike
Kelly and Sam Tooley finished third
in the 4x800 with a time of 8:31.7,
while the Raiders took fifth at 9:03.22.
Mike Irving, Davis Ballan, Julian
Applebaum and Ryan Scrudato took
fourth in the distance medley with a
time of 11:11.5 and the Raiders
crossed third at 11:07.1.

Jhakyse Williams, Ian Mackenzie,
Max Bryk and Todd Saunders fin-

ished fourth in the 4x200 at 1:37.6.
Scott Perry, Mike Forgash, Andrew
Gates and Applebaum crossed fifth in
the sprint medley with a time of 3:57.7
and the Raiders placed second at
3:49.03. Saunders, Zach Helfand,
Williams and Irving placed sixth in
the 4x400 at 3:45.1. The Raiders took
third in the high jump with a height of
11’3”.

Blue Devils Anne Mcguire, Emma
Franks, Sharon Factor and Ashley
Edwards crossed second in the 4x400
with a time of 4:24 and the Raider
girls placed sixth at 4:36.07. Franks,
Lisa Nehring, Faktor and Jennifer
Porch crossed third in the 4x800 with
a time of 10:46.1. Grace Mackenzie,
Sirena VanEpp, Alex Hawkins and
Edwards finished fifth in the 4x200 at
1:56.5. The Raiders placed third in
the shot put with a distance of 87’2”,
fourth in the shuttle hurdles at 36.86,
fourth in the distance medley at
13:29.75 and sixth in the sprint med-
ley at 4:36.07.

*The Raiders’ names have not been
received by press time.

Lady Blue Devils Whip
Warrior Cagers, 43-38
Diana Venezia put up 16 points and

pulled down 12 rebounds to lead the
6-3 Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 43-38 victory over
Watchung Hills in Warren on January
8. Venezia also had three steals, two
blocked shots and an assist.

Tara Handza netted 11 points, five
rebounds, four assists and three steals
but the Blue Devil, who made the
Most Wanted list was Keri Pringle,
who had six swipes, while scoring
seven points. Anne Knisely, who had
five rebounds, and Katie Ponce, who
had three rebounds, scored four points
each. Charlotte O’Leary had two re-
bounds, an assist and a point.
Westfield   8 14   9 12 43
Watchung Hills   3 10 10 15 38

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD $599,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $629,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,250,000 FANWOOD $469,000

WESTFIELD $789,000 WESTFIELD $749,000

Architecturally appointed home has been used as
an artists studio.  Home offers 8 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms and 1.5 baths.  Its flow allows for daily
living while following your artistic endeavors.  30 x
30 Great Room/Studio leads you to a Formal Din-
ing Room, Eat-In Kitchen and bath.

Well-maintained 8 room home in outstanding loca-
tion features 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors,
deep moldings, porch off Dining Room, fabulous lot.

Truly fabulous interior includes a gracious entry
foyer with circular stairwell, 1st floor Master with
full bath and sitting room, spacious Family Room
with stone fireplace, well-equipped Kitchen with
breakfast area, 2nd floor Junior Suite with full bath
and 2 walk-in closets.

Picture perfect behind a white picket fence!  Lovely
“Wychwood” home has been totally renovated and
is “move-in” ready.  All new Kitchen and appliances,
baths, roof, landscaping, drive and more.  Beautiful
refinished oak floors, freshly painted interior and ex-
terior and neutral décor.

Center hall Colonial in “The Gardens” is in won-
derful condition.  Beautiful hardwood floors, newer
HVAC and HWH, updated Kitchen, newer pow-
der room, walk-up attic storage.  Beautiful property
with room for expansion.  Close to everything.

FANWOOD $549,000
This charming Victorian home sold for 96%
of its list price in only 35 days.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and let them design
a personalized marketing plan for your home.

Move right into this beautifully decorated English
Colonial.  Includes a large Eat-In Kitchen including
stainless steel appliances that opens to deck over-
looking the Fanwood Nature Preserve.  Also includes
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and a Living Room with
wood-burning fireplace.

WESTFIELD $1,800,000
Quality meets the eye with this 10 room Colonial
that offers 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 European style baths,
custom wood trim, gourmet Kitchen, professionally
landscaped property, option to finish basement.
Construction and features are outstanding.

Lady Devil Cagers Top
Linden Tigers, 48-40
Martina Landeka pumped in 16

points and had four steals, while Tara
Handza netted 12 points, seven steals,
seven assists and eight rebounds to
lead the Westfield High School girls
basketball team past Linden, 48-40,
in Westfield on January 13. Diana
Venezia netted seven points and five
rebounds. Katie ponce had six points,
six rebounds and three steals. Sara
Nelson had five points, four rebounds
and two blocks.
Linden (4-2)   3 14   7 16 40
Westfield (7-4) 10 12 16 10 48


