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New Members Join Board;
Wilt Remains Chairman

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board held its reorganiza-
tion meeting last Thursday. Kris
McAloon was sworn in as town engi-
neer to fill the open spot after Ken
Marsh retired in November. Mr.
McAloon was also named secretary
of the planning board, with Vincent
Wilt re-appointed as chairman and
Robert Newell as vice-chairman.

This will be the fourth consecutive
year Mr. Wilt has served as planning
board chairman. He previously
headed the town’s zoning board of
adjustment.

Three planning board member slots
were open, as Anthony Attenasio, Phil
Leary and Matt Nilsen stepped down.
New members are John Bennett, Lauren
Falk and Dan Clifford, the only new
member present at the meeting.

The Site Plan Review Committee
consists of Mr. Newell; former coun-
cilwoman and former board of edu-
cation president Darielle Walsh, Mr.
McAloon and Mr. Wilt.

Frank Smith was named as the
board’s liaison to the historic preser-
vation commission; Laurie Duffy as
the liaison to the tree preservation
committee; Gretchan Ohlig will re-
place Mr. Attenasio as liaison to the
Architectural Review Committee.

A residential property application
for Mark Angelo of 1053 Prospect
Street was moved to the next meet-
ing, to be held on Monday, February
2, at 7:30 p.m.

Bill Drew, town planner, raised the
topic of adding a de minimis excep-
tion application for those variances
that apply. De minimis states that an
application would not be subject to
town ordinances. Board Attorney
Russell Finestein said that currently,
the planning department requires ap-
plicants to include a statement justi-
fying de minimis exceptions, and that
they are attached to the variance ap-
plication.

Mr. Newell agreed with Mr. Drew,
saying it is “wise for us to pursue
this.”

The board is taking it into consid-
eration.

The Site Plan Review Committee
met after the meeting to review de-
veloper Ralph Rapuano’s architec-
tural plans for three homes on Pros-
pect Street. He was previously ap-
proved by the board to build the
homes. The design by Roger Winkle,
an architect based in Plainfield, de-
picted a stone-front partial façade.
Mr. Rapuano changed the design for
two of the homes to have a partial
brick façade and one to remain par-
tial stone.

TEA TIME… Ana Beall’s Tea Room has opened in Westfield at 415 Westfield
Avenue. The Tea Room offers soups, sandwiches, salads, scones, muffins, tarts,
cakes, cookies and traditional afternoon tea. Attending the recent grand opening,
from left to right, are: Debbie Tencza; Downtown Westfield Corporation Board
of Directors Diane Barabas and Lee Hale; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca; Ana
Beall; Nancy Baker, proprietor, and Kush Wadhwa, partner.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
COURT’S IN SESSION...Municipal Judge Brenda Cuba is sworn in by state
Superior Court Judge Douglas Fasciale during Westfield’s reorganization meeting
earlier this month. Judge Cuba was joined on the dais by her husband, Stan, at left,
and their son, Brandon.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FREE PASSPORT PHOTOS...The Union County Clerk’s office is waiving the
$10 fee for passport photos during February. Passports can be obtained at the
county office in Westfield at 300 North Avenue, East (above) or at the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. For more information call
(908) 654-9859 in Westfield or (908) 527-4966 in Elizabeth.

WF BOE Looks to Redistrict
33 Roosevelt Students to Edison

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan recom-
mended at the Westfield Board of
Education meeting Tuesday that the
school district redistrict students in
the two intermediate schools. Over
50 members of the public attended
the meeting, which was held at Edison
Intermediate School.

Under the proposal, Edison will see
a projected 33 more students in Sep-
tember 2009, as the district shifts some
students from Roosevelt Intermediate
School because enrollment projections
for Roosevelt will exceed the maxi-
mum capacity starting in September.

Ms. Dolan’s approach to the prob-
lem was to create a new attendance
zone consisting of streets in the Wash-
ington School area that would have
those children attend Edison. Ms.
Dolan recommended exemptions for
incoming sixth graders from Wash-
ington, in 2009 through 2013, who
have siblings attending Roosevelt
when they enter sixth grade.

Roosevelt’s maximum capacity
based on the desired maximum aver-
age class size of 25 students at the
intermediate level, is set at 750 stu-
dents, while Edison’s capacity is 950.
Based on the projections, Edison is
about 250 under the maximum ca-
pacity for September before the re-
districting. In five years, the school is
projected to see only an added 40
students, before redistricting. In look-
ing at the projections, “Edison would
not have a problem going forward,”
Ms. Dolan said.

With redistricting in place, by Sep-
tember 2013, it is projected that

Edison would reach a total of 845
students and Roosevelt will come in
at 738, which is 111 less students
than if nothing changed.

Ms. Dolan said the latest numbers
she has for the current enrollment is
775 at Roosevelt and 727 at Edison.

Ms. Dolan said that parents should
understand that both schools offer the
same courses, curricula, extra-cur-
ricula activities and clubs, and that
the principals of both schools have
had experience working in each of
the two intermediate schools, that
supervisors oversee teachers in both
buildings and that 23 current teachers
have worked in both schools.

At the November 11, 2008 board
meeting, Anita O’Neal, assistant su-
perintendent, gave a presentation of
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge (NJASK) testing scores
for the district, and she said that in
grades 6 to 8 math and language arts
and grade 8 science,  Roosevelt scored
higher than Edison Intermediate
School, though she also said, “the
schools are competitive with each

other.”
Previously, the district had offered

parents a voluntary transfer of their
child from Edison to Roosevelt, as
well as providing transportation to
the school, and Ms. Dolan said, “it
didn’t work,” citing a lack of parents
taking up the district on its offer.

She said if nothing were done to
alleviate the enrollment at Roosevelt,
that 290 sixth-grade students would
arrive at its door. “Two hundred-ninety
doesn’t work,” Ms. Dolan said.

Board member Richard Solomon
said during the board discussion that
“even if we were to decide class sizes
of 30 were acceptable…many of those
classrooms are not large enough to
hold those class sizes.” He said some
only fit 20 to 25 pupils.

Ms. Dolan worked with the citizen
advisory committee to study the en-
rollment issues.

She went through a list of prin-
ciples that guided her and the com-
mittee in reviewing the best plan of
action to keep sixth-grade enrollment

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
REDISTRICTING…A resident of Westfield addresses the Westfield Board of Education on Tuesday night at Edison
Intermediate School  about Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan’s recommendation to redistrict the two intermediate
schools. Over 50 residents were in attendance to hear the plan to shift some students from Roosevelt Intermediate School
to Edison. The board will vote on the redistricting proposal on Tuesday, January 27.

WF Council Rejects New ‘Scope’
Of DWC Streetscape Project

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council decided Tuesday not
to move forward on a Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) loan
that would have caused the scope of a
streetscape project first discussed
three years ago to increase and its
price tag to double.

In 2006, the council’s  finance com-
mittee approved “phase one” of the
DWC’s plan, which called for the
refurbishing of the South Avenue cor-
ridor between Westfield and Central
Avenues.

The DWC’s plan, according to press
reports at the time, called for the
incorporation of new sidewalks, light-

ing and brick pavers.
The town and the DWC, in 2006,

came to agreement on a $600,000
price tag, which would be split evenly
between the two entities.

In 2007, in anticipation of financ-
ing its half, the town borrowed
$600,000 to pay for the agreed-upon
project. In 2008, the DWC applied
for, and was successful in securing, a
Downtown Business Loan through
the state’s Department of Commu-
nity Affairs.

When applying for the loan, how-
ever, the DWC, according to Sal
Caruana, the council’s finance chair-
man, increased the size of the original
plan and doubled its price tag to $1.2
million; the town would have to pay

an additional $600,000, and a match-
ing loan would be provided by the
state.

“Problem was,” Mr. Caruana said,
“the project we approved was for
$600,000, and secondly, we had al-
ready funded the $600,000 the year
before [2007] in short-term debt.”

Mr. Caruana said his committee
has met and “reaffirmed” its position
from 2006 that the town was “only
committing to phase one” and the
original $300,000/$300,000 split.

He said there would be “opportuni-
ties for future stages [of the project],
but those would be contingent upon
the success and achievements of phase
one,” which has yet to get underway.
He said after phase one is complete,
opportunities to “leverage” it to at-
tract grant money for future phases
would be possible.

On Tuesday, Mr. Caruana recom-
mended that the town “not increase
the scope of their project at this time”
and not move forward with accepting
the state’s loan.

Finance Committee member David
Haas said, “We were faced with the
fact that for the next phase, we don’t
have the bid specs for it. We don’t
know how phase one will come out,
and we don’t know what phase two
would really entail…It makes it tough
to accept their loan.”

Mr. Caruana said the town would
continue to support the initial phase
one agreement reached in 2006. “This
is a project we said ‘yes’ to in Febru-
ary 2006; it is now January 2009, and
there is no shovel in the ground. We
have to get our arms around what
phase one will look like.”

“There are a lot of unknowns,” Mr.
Caruana continued, “and this is a
different economic environment than
we could have imagined in 2006...Ul-
timately, we were pretty much being
driven into a transaction to obligate
the town for another $600,000 in debt
service for a project we haven’t seen
nor understand fully, and we had until
[Wednesday] to make that decision.”

Though the DWC’s website re-
ported that the $600,000 received
from the state was in “fund grant”
money, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said the award is a loan, not a
grant. He said the finance committee
searched for “every avenue” to “keep”
the loan, but in the end, the town “had
to look at its own capital needs.”

Mr. Caruana said the town and
DWC could reapply for the money in
the future.

When contacted at press time, DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
she was not prepared to discuss at this
time.

Dominick Verdic, DWC board
chairman, said the entire streetscape
plan consists of five phases, all priced
at approximately $500,000 each. Mr.
Verdic said the $600,000 awarded by
the state to the DWC was interest-
free for 15 years.

“All we are trying to do is save not
only the DWC taxpayers but all tax-

Westfield Retains Consultant
For On-Call Traffic Services

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During his Park-
ing and Traffic Safety Committee re-
port, Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca Tuesday night said the town
would retain Gordon Meth’s services
as an on-call traffic consultant.

Last year, a similar agreement with
Mr. Meth called for the town to pay an
amount “not to exceed” $15,000. That
figure has dropped to $14,000 in 2009.

“We’ve added engineering [to his
responsibilities],” Mr. Ciarrocca said.
“We’ve had some downsizing in the
engineering department, and he gives
us some flexibility; his firm can do
traffic and engineering work. So, we
are reducing the amount and increas-
ing the scope.”

Mr. Ciarrocca also said that, after

state Assembly bill 2731 passed and
became law, it increases a town’s
ability to manage traffic control and
makes a municipality less reliant on
the state for approval.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, for instances such as multi-
way stops, the town simply needs to
abide by the Manual on Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices (MUTCD) and
provide documentation; New Jersey
Department of Transportation ap-
proval is no longer required.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the town could
then move forward more expedi-
tiously on the erection of a four-way
stop at the intersection of Park Street
and Boulevard. The town, through
Police Chief John Parizeau, will brain-
storm three to four other possible

GW Council to Consider
Library Funding Resolution

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – On the recommen-
dation of Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, the Garwood Borough
Council will consider a resolution
drafted by the New Jersey League of
Municipalities (NJLM) asking the
state to adjust the funding formula for
municipal libraries.

“In this time of budget difficulty,
any relief to the taxpayer on any man-
dated increases, without affecting the
operations, we are backing,” Ms.
Villaggio said.

According to a copy of the resolu-
tion, which is available on the League
of Municipalities’ website, the cur-
rent state law regarding free public
libraries requires towns to pay at mini-
mum “an amount equal to one third of
a mill on every dollar of assessable
property within the municipality,
based on the equalized valuation of
such property.”

Citing both the state’s current fis-
cal situation and the fact that the
formula has not been reevaluated since
1985, the NJLM’s resolution proposes
reducing this number to one sixth of
a mill on each dollar of equalized
assessed value.

“This won’t decrease the library
budget,” Ms. Villaggio said. “It would
limit the [minimum] increase to one
sixth of a mill percent of the equal-
ized value.”

Ms. Villaggio said the borough paid
around $214,000 to the municipal
library in 2008. The council will take
action on the resolution at a later
meeting. The NJLM passed the reso-
lution in November.

The council also learned from

Charles Lombardo, Garwood’s rep-
resentative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority’s (RVSA) board of
commissioners, that the borough’s
2009 payment to the RVSA would be
$785,889. Initial estimates for the
RVSA bill placed the number at more
than $1 million.

Mr. Lombardo said the adjustment
is due to a decrease in the borough’s
rolling average and the return of a
budget surplus from 2008. Although
still an increase of more than $163,000
over last year, council members said
they were pleased with the reduction.

Ms. Villaggio said that, “$785,000,
even though it is an increase, is much
better than what we were anticipating
last year.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Bruce
Paterson again spoke regarding the
borough’s upcoming appointment to
the RVSA. Mr. Lombardo’s term is
set to expire in February, and Mr.
Paterson has urged the council, both
verbally and via a letter (a copy of
which was provided to The Westfield
Leader) to appoint a new representa-
tive.

In particular, Mr. Paterson took
exception with Mr. Lombardo’s vote
in support of reexamining privatizing
the RVSA, saying the mayor and
council opposed it.

“The RVSA appointment should
be made with diligence and care as to
whether we’re representing the people
or not,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Lombardo responded to these
claims, saying that Mr. Paterson is
misrepresenting his record on the
authority. He said that the vote was
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POLICE BLOTTER

Fanwood Businessman
Pleads Guilty to Sex Crimes

BLOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad will host a blood drive
on Sunday, January 25, on behalf of the Blood Center of New Jersey. It will take
place between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the squad’s building at 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield. For more information about donating blood, call (973) 676-4700 or visit
the blood center’s website at bloodnj.org.

FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-
ness owner pleaded guilty in State
Superior Court in Elizabeth on Fri-
day afternoon to multiple counts of
sex crimes against mi-
nors. All of the vic-
tims were under the
age of 16 when the
crimes occured, an-
nounced Union
County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow.

In all, Lee Marks,
56, pled guilty to 28
counts. These counts
include eight counts of
second degree endan-
gering the welfare of a child, 14
counts of third degree endangering
the welfare of a child, six counts of
third degree invasion of privacy and
one count of fourth degree invasion
of privacy.

Marks, who entered his plea be-
fore State Superior Court Judge John
Triarsi, faces 15 years in prison
when sentenced on March 13. He
will also be subjected to a lifetime
of parole after his release and will
also have to register as a sex of-
fender under Megan’s Law.

Marks was first arrested on Sep-
tember 19, 2008, after several vic-
tims came forward, authorities said.
During the course of the investiga-

tion, led by Fanwood
Police Lieutenant Rich-
ard Trigo, other victims
were identified and in-
terviewed, resulting in
new charges against
Marks.

According to a docu-
ment released by au-
thorities, the charges
date back to 1990 with
the most recent incident
occurring last summer.

According to the investigation,
Marks who ran a trophy-making
company from his garage and also
ran a part-time photography busi-
ness in his basement, videotaped
the victims through a two-way mir-
ror set up in a dressing area and
also masturbated in front of sev-
eral victims while seated at his
office desk.

He will now be referred to the
Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in Avenel for an evaluation,
authorities said.

NEW BOUTIQUE…The Couture Exchange, a discount and resale boutique, has
opened at 33 Elm Street in Westfield. Attending the recent grand opening, from
left to right, are: employees Cheryl Kelly and Sarah Zorella; Downtown Westfield
Corporation Director Diane Barabas; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca; owner
Jennifer Patrick and her husband, Rich Patrick.

Westfield
Thursday, January 8, Christopher Riley,

33, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
$130 bail.

Friday, January 9, Benjamin Thomas,
19, of New York was arrested in
Mindowaskin Park and charged with dis-
orderly conduct and with being in the
park after permitted hours. The arrest
occurred after police responded to a re-
port of people screaming obscenities in
the park. Thomas was processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Friday, January 9, Joffrey Jairala, 24,
of North Bergen was arrested on two
traffic warrants during a motor vehicle
stop at Sussex Street and Central Avenue.
The warrants were from Cliffside Park,
for $1,000, and Union City, for $543.
Jairala was turned over to Cliffside Park
authorities.

Saturday, January 10, Marcus Rawls,
40, currently homeless, was arrested at
the Westfield southside train station and
charged with theft (third degree) after
$2,580 worth of gift cards were reported
stolen from the rectory of a local church.
The gift cards were recovered, according
to police. Rawls was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and held on $2,500 bail
pending transfer to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth.

Saturday, January 10, Alison J. Smith,
25, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $500
bail.

Saturday, January 10, a resident of
Karen Terrace reported the theft of $250
from her pocketbook, which occurred
when the pocketbook was left behind at a
business establishment on the 100 block
of East Broad Street.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 6, Vinicio Gonzalez-

Arias, 31, of Springfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, January 7, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that her land-
lord called her several times and yelled
obscenities at her, demanding that she
pay her rent.

Wednesday, January 7, a student at
Terrill Middle School reported that some-
one entered her locker and removed her
cell phone valued at $170.

Thursday, January 8, Suzette Kartner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Thursday, January 8, David
Hammonds, 27, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, January 10, David Barker,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, January 11, Scott Sivco, 19, of

Warren was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct after police responded
to a report of an intoxicated person yell-
ing in the front yard of a resident. Accord-
ing to police, after authorities arrived at
the scene Sivco continued to yell, at which
time he was taken into custody. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, January 11, an employee of a
Route 22 gas station reported that some-
one purchased $18 worth of gas and then
fled without paying.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 6, a resident of Sum-

mit Road reported that someone attempted
to gain entry to his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway by prying the
driver’s side door lock. According to po-
lice, approximately $500 worth of dam-
age was reported.

Tuesday, January 6, a resident of Pop-
lar Avenue reported that someone at-
tempted to gain access into her house
through her garage by prying open a locked
garage door and breaking a window. Ac-
cording to police, nothing was reported
missing from the garage and, although
the garage is attached to the house, there
is no direct access into the home through
the garage.

Friday, January 9, a resident of Sylvan
Place reported that someone illegally
dumped garbage at the foot of her drive-
way. According to police the garbage was
removed and properly disposed of.

Friday, January 9, Derrick Diaz, 35, of
Roselle Park was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Linden in the amount
of $190. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, January 10, John J. Calle, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Kenilworth after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
he was held after failure to post bail in the
amount of $306.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 10, Anthony P.

Risko, 46, of Pahrump, Nev. was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on a $5,000 fugitive warrant out of Ha-
waii. He was transported to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he will
wait for extradition.

WF Police to Hold Self-
Awareness Class for Women
WESTFIELD — On February 3 and

10, from 7 to 9 p.m. the community polic-
ing unit of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, will co-host a two-day “Common
Sense Self Awareness Course” for teen
girls and young women, in association
with MindSafe – Families In Motion, a
non-profit corporation. The two-day event
is open to the public and costs $40 per
participant. Each course will last two
hours.

Day one, held at the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, will address the “Do’s
and Dont’s” of personal safety. It will
include a police lecture on predatory crime
statistics, and feature real-life scenarios
acted out by representatives of the
Westfield police, along with MindSafe
staff. The goal is to show what happens
between victims and predators in real-life
self defense situations.

Day two, also at Roosevelt, will feature
audience participation in an interactive
“hands on” experience. Participants will
learn specific skill sets and options for use
if and when the situation turns dire. Par-
ticipants will be shown tips, tactics and
other skills that are effective, but that do

not require years of training to perfect.
“Common Sense Self Awareness is the
goal,” said the group organizers. “Day
one teaches how not to get picked. Day
two teaches what to do if you are picked,”
they said.

The target audience is directed to fe-
male students up through high school.
However, mothers are encouraged to at-
tend and participate. Dads can also learn
skills. The course was originally designed
for college-bound young women. How-
ever, event organizers explained, “We
are interested in reaching any and all
women who have a limited knowledge of
the kinds of situations, body language
and circumstances that can cause them to
be ‘picked’ by social predators.”

The very best self defense,” they ex-
plained, “is to not get picked!”

As follow up is essential to build con-
fidence, the group will sponsor additional
follow-up seminars on “what to do” when.

To register, e-mail
mindsafeinc@aol.com or register at the
door on February 3. Financial assistance
is available if qualified. Parents are wel-
come to accompany their child for free.

SELF AWARE…Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau, Sensei Alan Simms and
officer Gary Moore, pictured left to right, discuss the upcoming workshop series
“MindSafe” – Common Sense Self Awareness for Teens and Young Women.

Sen. Tom Kean Responds to
Governor Corzine’s Address
TRENTON — State Republican

Leader, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, issued the following response
to Governor Jon Corzine’s State of The
State Address on Tuesday.

“There’s no doubt that these are ex-
traordinary times for New Jersey. How-
ever, our governor used hyper-partisan
rhetoric to try to persuade state residents
that our economic problems began last
year with the housing crisis and the stock
market collapse.

“In truth, they began six years ago
when Democrat Governor Jim
McGreevey decided the best way to win
re-election was to borrow, tax and spend
the earnings of the middle class rather
than exercising fiscal discipline during an
economic downturn. Governor Corzine
wholeheartedly endorsed those job-kill-
ing policies and is an enthusiastic advo-
cate of many of them today. He’d rather
use a pension gimmick that will cost
property tax payers hundreds of millions
of dollars than to reopen the budget and,
at last, set the state on the right course
toward lasting growth and prosperity.

“Make no mistake. The state’s small-
business climate was ranked last in the
nation long before the Dow plunged. New

Jersey began losing private jobs three
years ago, not three months. In 2007,
New York’s rate of private sector em-
ployment growth was 12 times that of
New Jersey, while Connecticut growth
was eight times higher, Massachusetts
growth was seven times higher, and
Pennsylvania’s was six times higher.

“Governor Corzine did nothing to re-
verse those policies until polls showed
that voters were demanding that he take
action in the face of a national recession.
Then he adopted measures that he ridi-
culed when Republicans proposed them
in the Common Sense Plan they intro-
duced in May and June. However, he has
left many job-killing measures in place,
including a $62 million utility tax in-
crease that costs every family and busi-
ness desperately needed resources during
this recession.

“Both Republicans and Democrats in
the Legislature are now committed to
finding real, long-term solutions to this
state’s economic problems. The governor
talks tough, but he hasn’t come through.
On the economy, on ethics, on transpar-
ency in government, we urge the gover-
nor to conform his actions to his rheto-
ric.”

State DEMs Comment on
Gov. Corzine’s Address

TRENTON – New Jersey State Demo-
crat leaders issued the following com-
ments on Governor Jon Corzine’s (D)
State of The State Address on Tuesday.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts,
Jr. of Camden: “In New Jersey we are
swimming against the current of the worst
national economic tide in the last 80
years, and for he and us together to have
been able to achieve what we’ve been
able to achieve I think is very, very
significant.”

Assemblyman Joseph Vas of
Middlesex: “The governor’s message is
very direct. It was a sobering message
that I think we’re familiar with, which
tells us that the economy of New Jersey is
the number one, number two and number
three priorities.”

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo of
Mercer: “It was a strong outlook going
forward. One of the things I’m optimistic
about is the immediate infrastructure
needs that we’ll be working on to gener-
ate a lot of jobs. The jobs are the key to a
strong economy.”

Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Gerald
Green of Plainfield: “On all the major
issues, I think the Governor has put us in
the position where, if working together,
we can make life a lot more easy for
people in the State of New Jersey.”

Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein of

Middlesex: “I think that what he did so
well in the speech was to highlight all of
the strong initiatives that have already
taken place and are to come.”

Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman of Mercer: “We’ve been
able to put more money in education, take
care of senior citizens, expand health care
and been able to assist people with their
mortgages and do some right things by
business, so I believe that under his lead-
ership and working with a Democratic-
controlled Legislature that we’ve got New
Jersey in probably one of the strongest
positions of any state in the nation to get
through this.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski of
Middlesex: “I think the governor sounded
a hopeful note that the people of the state
of New Jersey because of all of the hard
work we’ve done over the past couple of
years are well positioned to weather this
economic downturn. They’re well-posi-
tioned therefore to take advantage of a
turn-around at the first opportunity.”

Assemblyman Herb Conaway of
Burlington: “I think I share the enthusi-
asm of all my colleagues here in the
Legislature to work very hard over the
ensuing months and years to deliver on
the promise that we all make – to put New
Jerseyans first, to complete and finish the
work that we are in.”

Gov. Jon Corzine Delivers
State of State on Tuesday

TRENTON – New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine Tuesday said that the
economy is “priority number one, prior-
ity number two and priority number
three.” Governor Corzine touted the work
he and the legislature had done in cutting
$1.4 billion for the fiscal 2009 budget.

“It’s been painful, and we’ve had to
make many ugly choices, but together,
with my partners in the legislature, we
are making the hard choices,” he said.

In the next year alone, Governor
Corzine said the state is committing $4.7
billion in “high-return investments,”
which he anticipates saving or creating
“as many as 42,000 New Jersey jobs.”

In addition, the state has started offer-
ing small- and mid-size businesses $3,000
for each new job created over the next
year.

Despite cutting the overall state bud-
get by $1.4 billion, Governor Corzine
“held firm” in increasing total spending
on education by nearly $500 million.

His State of the State Address focused
on improving classrooms to strengthen
students’ learning environments.

“I fought to authorize $3.9 billion in
new school construction funds – money
that can be leveraged into $5.4 billion in

investments across the state,” he said.
Governor Corzine said he has sent

formal instruction to the local finance
board to “firmly enforce” the 4-percent
tax levy cap.

Last year, he said 80 percent of report-
ing municipalities came in over the cap.

“We need to reverse that trend, and
that’s why it’s important that we enact
the pension-deferral bill to give towns
the tools they need,” he said.

Under such a bill, local governments
would have the option of deferring “a
percentage” of their employee pension
payments.

“To be sure, I have demonstrated a
commitment to the solvency of our pen-
sion system,” Governor Corzine said.
“Our plan doesn’t require towns to put
off pension payments; it simply gives
them a tool to work through this financial
emergency.”

The gorvernor said in “recognizing
the economic realities and pressures of
the current economic environment,” he
called for a “one-year moratorium” on
the 2.5 percent developer’s Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) fee, which
help mitigate towns’ affordable-housing
obligations.

Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS...Bonnie Burn Road is partially closed this week
between Valley Road and New Providence Road for roadwork by the County of
Union. The work is scheduled to be completed this week. Lee Marks

in the “vicinity of 250” for the next
five years. Those principles included
keeping neighborhoods together, stu-
dent safety, impact on families and
the intermediate schools, costs, and
compliance with new state regula-
tions for transportation.

As part of the superintendent’s plan,
transportation to Edison will be of-
fered to students who live outside the
new attendance zone, but more than
two miles from both intermediate
schools. The free busing offer made to
parents living on the north side of town
to switch their kids to Roosevelt will
not apply under the new plan. Ms.
Dolan also said, “We won’t have a bus
going to Roosevelt starting next year.”

Board member Beth Cassie said
that the board was also “looking at
efficiencies in transportation. We were
looking for things that would be trans-
portation neutral.”

Ms. Dolan said there are 550 stu-
dents currently in third grade and by
2011, when they enter sixth grade,
“we will need additional staff.”

She also said, as she has stated in
previous board meetings, that the dis-
trict has the “highest class sizes in 30
years.”

Some parents addressed the board
to ask about the proposal. Maureen
Wadman asked why Washington
School was identified as the new zone.
She said the plan did “not address” the
first principle of keeping neighbor-
hoods together outlined in the presen-
tation. Ms. Dolan responded that Wash-
ington School is “all one neighbor-
hood” and if “you split up neighbor-
hoods you fail on your first principle.”

Alan Wadman asked if the commit-
tee or board had talked about hiring a
consultant to see if the Roosevelt’s
space could be better utilized to be
more efficient. The committee or
board had not discussed that, but Anne
Riegel said when the cafeteria and
library were remodeled that archi-
tects were there and those areas were
designed to get the most use.

Mr. Wadman said Ms. Dolan’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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locations for multi-way stops.
After the meeting, Jim Foerst, the

council’s code review and town prop-
erty committee chairman, commented
on a portion of Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State Address,
given Tuesday, that dealt with afford-
able-housing matters.

Starting last July, commercial de-
velopers who sought certificates of
occupancy had to abide by a Growth
Share Ordinance, which stipulated that
for every eight market-rate units built,
one affordable unit must be con-
structed. In addition, developers paid
a 2.5 percent tax, which helped towns
defray their affordable-unit costs.

However, Governor Corzine Tues-
day called for a “one-year morato-
rium” on the 2.5 percent construction
fee on developers.

Jim Leonard, legislative lobbyist
for the New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce, told NJBIZ.com Tuesday that
the governor’s fee freeze “is a recog-
nition that that tax, regardless of the
economy, thwarts economic devel-
opment.”

Mr. Foerst disagreed with the move,
saying the governor’s decision
effectively tells towns, “Too bad. You
guys have to continue to comply even
though it costs you money and time,
but the people in the profit-making
business of development get a break
and are allowed to keep additional
profit in their pocket while your
average Joe citizen has to continue to
contribute to an affordable-housing
obligation.

 “It’s a shell game,” Mr. Foerst said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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not to privatize, but to examine what
would be needed to privatize. The
RVSA voted a month later to rescind
this vote, which Mr. Lombardo said
he supported.

Mr. Lombardo also responded to
Mr. Paterson’s charge that his posi-
tion as chairman of the Garwood
Democratic Committee creates a con-
flict of interest.

“As anyone here tonight can verify,
the only interest I have is for the
betterment of the borough,” Mr.
Lombardo said.

Four ordinances were introduced
on first reading on Tuesday. These
ordinances would regulate fencing
around certain construction and
demolition projects, amend parking
regulations on Walnut Street, set regu-
lations regarding certificate of com-
pliance inspections and establish a
waiver payment for employees who
opt out of the borough’s health cover-
age. A public hearing will be held on
these ordinances at the council’s Tues-
day, January 27 meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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choice of which guiding principles
were of most importance “seem like
a coin toss.”

He asked if her analysis was avail-
able to the public and she said she
thought it would not be “helpful.”

Also, board members Ms. Cassie,
who has served seven years on the
board, and Ms. Riegel, who served over
nine, announced they would not seek
re-election to the board come April.
Jane Clancy will seek re-election.

Mr. Solomon also asked the board
to consider allowing the Boosters to
sell advertising banners at Kehler Sta-
dium and the varsity baseball field.
The board asked for more details,
which Mr. Solomon said he would
provide at a later meeting.

Robert Berman, board secretary,
said the Lincoln School’s budget
would see additional costs for the soil
remediation that had to be done.

On, Tuesday, January 27, the board
will meet again at Edison to continue
its discussion on redistricting and vote
on the plan.

Three Men Charged
With WF Burglaries
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Police Department has been conduct-
ing an intensive investigation into the
rash of residential burglaries that have
been occurring since November 1.
This three-month investigation by
members of the detective bureau has
resulted in the arrest of three indi-
viduals, according to a press release
from the department.

Brandon Sandford, 26, of Belford
has been arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief
in connection with a burglary occur-
ring on Hardwick Avenue. Paul Hecht,
39, and Michael Brown, 38, both of
Cliffwood Beach have been arrested
and charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection with
burglaries occurring on Quantuck
Lane, Shackamaxon Drive, Lawrence
Avenue and Roanoke Road.

Elderly Resident, 90,
Rescued from WF Fire

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A fire occurring on
Prospect Street Monday required aid
from fellow local fire stations and
displaced three adult occupants. The
Westfield Fire Department received a
call at 7:42 p.m. that a first-floor fire
had started at 745 Prospect Street.

When police officers arrived, they
found an elderly handicapped occu-
pant, 90, on the first floor. They even-
tually moved her to the front porch;
when fire officials arrived, they helped
move her to an ambulance, which
transported her to an area hospital to
treat smoke inhalation.

The two other occupants, the
woman’s daughter and grandson,
were not home at the time.

The fire was contained to the room
of origin, according to Chief Kelly,
and took 20 minutes to put out. No
firefighters were injured.

Mutual aid was required; Cranford’s
fire crew accompanied Westfield’s
firefighters on the scene, while fire
departments from Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Garwood responded
to Westfield headquarters for cover.

The Westfield/Mountainside Red
Cross helped relocate the three dis-
placed victims. Chief Kelly said the
fire was accidental in nature.

payers the interest on the $600,000
and get the town developed to attract
new stores,” Mr. Verdic said.

He also said the availability of
grants will dry up as the economy
worsens.

“It’s very hard to get such a grant,”
Mr. Verdic said. “We were one of two
municipalities in the state who were
lucky enough to get one.”

Mr. Verdic, commenting on other
matters, said it is “not illegal” for the
entity to use its surplus for future
streetscapes. “We are allowed to carry
surpluses. We have since before Sal
[Councilman Caruana] was the fi-
nance chairman,” Mr. Verdic said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRE-MEAL SONG...As costumed characters, the Celebration Singers present
a cappella songs before the main course at Friday night’s dinner program at
Scotch Plains’ restaurant Snuffy’s. See story in A&E section, page 16.
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Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS…Bonnie Burn Road is partially closed this week
between Valley Road and New Providence Road for roadwork by the County of
Union. The work is scheduled to be completed this week.

BOE, PTA Discuss Kindergarten,
SPFHS Improvements at Roundtable

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) board of edu-
cation met with the district’s PTA
council and about 30 members of the
public Monday night for an annual
round-table discussion that saw a
range of conversations including lan-
guage courses offered at the schools,
community opinions of a full-day kin-
dergarten program and ranking crite-
ria for New Jersey Monthly’s annual
“Top Schools in New Jersey” list.

Board members asked the group if
they would support a new language
course,possibly Middle Eastern such

as Mandarin, in the future in place of
a language course that is currently
offered.

By a show of hands, a large major-
ity were in favor.

“This would be a good sign that
we’re looking globally, looking out-
side the box,” one parent said.

“It would make us competitive in a
globally dependant world,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said.

Some members of the group asked
about the interest from schools, how
many would be impacted by taking
away another language and how the
district would go about finding spe-

cialized teachers.
PTA council president Karen Steele

posed the second question from the
PTA, asking board members what the
district is doing, excluding mandated
test scores, to improve the school
community’s ranking in New Jersey
Monthly magazine. Currently, SP-F
is ranked 69th out of 316 in the poll.

Superintendent Hayes said criteria
changes each year, making it difficult
to predict what will be considered in
future polls. Many criteria, such as
class size, student-faculty ratio and
student-computer ratio, she said, are
arbitrated by budget constraints. The
percent of students scoring advanced
proficient as well as SAT scores are
also considered, as is where students
go after graduation.

Superintendent Hayes stressed that
they are not ignoring the ranking and
are “constantly” looking for ways to
improve the schools. She said teach-
ers are encouraged to go for advanced
degrees.

Currently, students have the option
of taking the Advancement Place-
ment tests or not, officials said. While
some parents expressed that if their
child was putting in the time in their
classes, they feel it should be a re-
quirement to take the test, others
pointed out that it may not be right for
a public school to make such a re-
quirement if the test was not funded.

“Not every parent would be able to
pay, which isn’t the right philosophy
of public schools,” one parent said.

Board member Nancy Bauer re-
sponded, “We need to look at the total
program.” Tests, she said, “are really
just a measure on that one specific
day.”

“There is really some real world
value in some of our other programs,”
she said.

The second question that board
members had for the public was if
they would use a full-day kindergar-
ten program if it was offered or, look-
ing back, whether they would have
used it.

Superintendent Hayes said that, at
the moment, the district is not consid-
ering extended day programming
because any funding from the state

Coronato Replaces Sartor
As Chair of Planning Board

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board started the New Year on
Monday night by select-
ing a new leadership team,
including Paulette
Coronato as chairwoman,
Michael Michalisin as vice
chairman and Craig Clark
as board secretary.

Mrs. Coronato, who re-
cently ended her second
term on the township coun-
cil, was chosen to head the
board for 2009. In nomi-
nating Mrs. Coronato, out-
going chairwoman Maria Sartor
called her “an outstanding member
of the Scotch Plains community,” sen-
timents that were echoed by fellow
board members Robert LaCosta and
councilman Dominick
Bratti.

Mrs. Coronato, who has
served as a planning board
member for 13 years, said
she was “very honored” to
have Mrs. Sartor select her
as chairwoman. She
thanked Mrs. Sartor for a
“wonderful job” and
“wonderful leadership”
during her four years as
chairwoman. She also
thanked Joseph Doyle, who served as
vice chairman the past four years
after having been chairman prior to
that. “We’re very fortunate to have
Joe Doyle as a planning board mem-
ber,” she said.

Mr. Michalisin, a board member
for the past five years, will serve as
vice chairman and Mr. Clark, a mem-
ber since 2007, will serve as board

secretary. In addition, Ted
Spera was named as the
board’s liaison to the en-
vironmental commission.

The board also voted to
reappoint Paul Ferriero as
board engineer and Mary
Moody as planner. Jeff
Lehrer will serve as board
attorney, replacing Rob-
ert Pansulla, who was re-
cently appointed township
prosecutor. In order to ac-

commodate the schedule of Mr.
Lehrer, the board will revert to its
former meeting schedule of the first
and third Mondays of each month
rather than the second and fourth

Mondays, as was the
schedule in recent years.

A number of subcom-
mittee appointments are
pending until it is deter-
mined whether or not the
number of prospective
members on those com-
mittees might trigger open
public meeting act re-
quirements and thus prove
to be overly burdensome
to the board. If so, the

number of committee members will
be reduced in order to avoid any for-
mal public notice requirements when-
ever a committee holds a meeting.

The board’s next meeting will be
Monday, February 2.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LEADERSHIP… Scotch Plains Planning Board members take their oaths for 2009 at Monday night’s reorganization
meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, new vice chairman Michael Michalisin, new
chairwoman Paulette Coronato and Councilman Dominick Bratti. See story on this page.

Zoning Bd. OKs Variances,
Continues Schmiede Hearing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment, at its initial
meeting of 2009, last Thursday, ap-
proved two variance applications,
but put off further consideration on
an application by Schmiede Tree
Expert Co. for a use variance and
site-plan waiver.

The board approved a setback vari-
ance for David Yan, who constructed
a deck at the rear of his house at 6
Shirewood Court before being in-
formed by a neighbor that approval
by the zoning board of adjustment
was required. The deck is 30 feet
from the property line, where 40 feet
is the minimum distance required
under the township’s zoning regula-
tions. Board member Chris Abeel said
the fact that Mr. Yan realized his over-
sight on his own versus being cited by
the township “offsets any problems”
with the board giving ex post facto
approval to the deck.

The board also gave approval to
Sam Ferizi to build a one-floor addi-
tion to his house at 182 William Street.
Mr. Ferizi sought setback and lot cov-
erage variances, and while board
members expressed some concerns
about lot coverage and the potential
for a second floor to be added to the
addition, the board approved the ap-
plication by a 6-1 vote. Board mem-
ber Jim Pate voted against approval.

At the board’s Thursday, February
5 meeting, it will give further consid-
eration to the application by the
Schmiede Tree Expert Co. for a use

variance and site-plan waiver. The
company seeks to convert a second-
floor storage area at its South Avenue
facility to office space.

Board members were not comfort-
able with the amount of information
provided by owner Martin Schmiede
about his need for additional employ-
ees and whether or not there was
adequate parking for those workers.
Mr. Schmiede and the neighboring
green grocer have an informal agree-
ment in effect to use property owned
by the green grocer to provide Mr.
Schmiede with additional parking.
Mr. Abeel said that the parking might
not be available “in perpetuity,” and
said he was “totally uncomfortable”
with the amount of information being
provided to the board.

Board member Tim Livolsi said he
was “uncomfortable” that there were
no firm figures provided on how many
Schmiede vehicles were going to be
parked on the property during vari-
ous times of the year. Fellow board
member Ken Anderson asked what
would happen if the green grocer
parking spaces were to become un-
available to Mr. Schmiede. Board
member Rich Duthie said he did not
think that two or three additional
employee vehicles would be over-
burdensome.

After the hearing entered its second
hour, Mr. Schmiede agreed to provide
the board, next month, with more in-
formation on his plans, including a
more detailed depiction of the parking
area and how it will accommodate
additional employee vehicles.

Paulette Coronato

Maria Sartor

Public Comments Dominate
Fanwood Council Meeting

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council’s first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2009 was dominated by public
discussion on issues ranging from an
increase in municipal salaries to merg-
ing with another community to noise
generated from supermarket deliver-
ies.

The borough council on Tuesday
night approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the acceptance bids for the demo-
lition of the former Livingston-Wilbor
property, which the borough pur-
chased last year for $1.9 million as
part of the downtown redevelopment
effort.

The council also approved the
award of a contract for curbing and

related work as part of the Helen
Street reconstruction project. Else-
where on the agenda, several resi-
dents took the opportunity to speak
during the meeting’s two public com-
ment portions.

David Pickering of Watson Road
asked for information about a 3 per-
cent pay increase, retroactive to Janu-
ary 2008, for all non-contract bor-
ough employees.

“I never read about it anywhere;
there was no mention of it,” Mr.
Pickering said. “How can [the pay
increase] be justified with the [bud-
get] situation the borough is in?”

Council President Donna Dolce,
presiding at the meeting in Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s absence, responded
that resolutions containing the “sal-

ary ranges” and other details pertain-
ing to employee compensation were
passed during public meetings “early
in the year” in 2008 and then “after
the budget was finalized at a regular
council meeting” later in the year.

Michael D’Antono asked borough
officials for an update on the progress
of environmental remediation at the
Dean Oil site along LaGrande Av-
enue, which is being redeveloped.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said, “The most contaminated dirt
has been removed” from the property
under the supervision of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection.

Mr. D’Antono said remediation and
soil removal work could “hold up
construction” at the site and “delay
ratables” that the borough hopes to
receive from the 24 housing units to
be built there.

“They’re doing what they can do as
fast as they can,” Mrs. McGovern
responded.

Melvin Rosa of North Avenue re-
peated his concerns voiced at a previ-
ous borough council meeting about
early morning noise coming from the
loading dock at the A&P supermarket
on South Avenue.

“It’s definitely a quality of life is-
sue,” he said. “I’m just trying to get a
little mediation here.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
“noise level readings” have been taken
by borough officials, but they have
not yet measured the noise levels
during an actual delivery.

Mr. Rosa asked whether the bor-
ough council would consider limit-
ing the hours of deliveries.

“The council will have to sit down
and discuss [that],” responded Mr.
Estis, requesting that the issue be
scheduled for discussion at next
month’s council agenda meeting.

Mr. Estis also suggested asking
A&P managers to attend the meeting,
as well as having “some consulta-
tion” with the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association before any
potential proposals are discussed.

“If we can come to some sort of
compromise, we can live with it,”
said Mr. Rosa, noting that many of his
neighbors share his concerns about
early morning noise at the A&P.

Resident Joe Nagy suggested that
borough officials prepare an “analy-
sis” showing the impact consolida-
tion would  have on each taxpayer  if
Fanwood were to merge with another
municipality.

Pointing out that “two-thirds” of
the borough’s operations are already
consolidated with other towns, Mr.
Nagy said, “My opinion, and it’s just
speculation, is that [the cost savings]
would not be all that great.”

“It’s not just about saving dollars,”
responded Council President Dolce,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Renews Recycling Pact,
Approves Morse Ave. Paving

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday renewed its
agreement with Great Northern Re-
cycling to provide recycling services
for 2009. Under the new contract,
according to Councilman Kevin
Glover, the township will pay
$204,000 for the services, which
equates to about $24.88 per house-
hold, versus $196,000 in 2008. At last
week’s conference meeting, Mayor
Nancy Malool, saying that the recy-
cling expense is “one of the biggest”
line items in the municipal budget,
encouraged discussions with

Westfield on possibly sharing the re-
cycling services.

In other business at the council’s
first regular meeting of the year —
and at 25 minutes in length, one of its
shortest in memory — several ap-
pointments for 2009 were made, in-
cluding Steve Rogut as bond counsel.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola said
he “has served well in the township
for a number of years.” The Liberty
Corner law firm of Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy will
serve as the township’s labor attorney
in any labor disputes that may arise
this year. Hatch Mott McDonald was
appointed as township engineer and
C-3 sanitary sewer operator.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that will appropriate $200,000
from the state Department of Trans-
portation trust fund for resurfacing
work on Morse Avenue. A public
hearing on the ordinance will be held
at the council’s next meeting on Tues-
day, January 27.

The council also approved what
Councilman Dominick Bratti called
a “straightforward, no-brainer reso-
lution” supporting pending state leg-
islation making it a fourth-degree
crime for anyone who purposely
taunts, torments or threatens the life
of a police dog.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
GRANT NEWS...Fanwood Environmental Commission Chairman Gary Szelc,
at podium, and commission member David Schwartzberg at the January 13
council meeting announced that the completion of the Environmental Resource
Inventory, which had not been updated since 1976. The borough qualified for a
$2,125 matching grant from the Association of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions. The report is available at fanwoodec.org.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Fanwood Businessman
Pleads Guilty to Sex Crimes

Three Men Charged
With WF Burglaries
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Police Department has been conduct-
ing an intensive investigation into the
rash of residential burglaries that have
been occurring since November 1.
This three-month investigation by
members of the detective bureau has
resulted in the arrest of three indi-
viduals, according to a press release
from the department.

Brandon Sandford, 26, of Belford
has been arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief
in connection with a burglary occur-
ring on Hardwick Avenue. Paul Hecht,
39, and Michael Brown, 38, both of
Cliffwood Beach have been arrested
and charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection with
burglaries occurring on Quantuck
Lane, Shackamaxon Drive, Lawrence
Avenue and Roanoke Road.

would likely only be for half or whole
day kindergarten.

Numerous parents expressed that
they would only be in favor of the
full-day program if it did not take
away from any other programming.

One parent said many parents in
the district expose their children to
educational opportunities outside of
the school. Board member Jane
Costello agreed that many parents are
able financially in the district to “pro-
vide enriching experiences” but that,
because of the current economic cli-
mate, the district “may be in a greater
need.”

Board member Linda Nelson said
the state seems very supportive of
full-day kindergarten and sees ben-
efits to the program in lower income
districts.

“I think they will encourage it
strongly,” she said, adding that, “we’d
likely have to pay for it.”

The PTA Council asked the board
to speak about some critical state
mandates that will impact the district’s
facilities and budgets and what type
of procedure is used to integrate state
mandates.

Superintendent Hayes spoke about
how the district likes to think ahead to
the future and always considers the
impact on its facilities.

“In the future, all students may be
required to take specific classes, such
as chemistry,” she said. “In an event
like this, we’d have to make sure our
labs were up-to-date to accommo-
date everybody.”

An audience member stressed that
SP-F should continue to be a leader
when it comes to adding new pro-
grams.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi was asked for an
update on the condition of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He said
he has already gone on at least two
“very positive” walk-thru’s with a
sub-group of parents who were inter-
ested in finding ways to improve the
school.

He said that one reason the high
school may not be in as good of a
condition as the district’s elementary
and middle schools is because the
school has a much larger student popu-
lation.

Mr. Del Sordi said lighting, refur-

FREE PASSPORT PHOTOS...The Union County Clerk’s office is waiving the
$10 fee for passport photos during February. Passports can be obtained at the
county office in Westfield at 300 North Avenue East, above, or at the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. Call (908) 654-9859 in
Westfield or  (908) 527-4966 in Elizabeth for more information.

WF Police to Hold Self-
Awareness Class for Women
WESTFIELD — On February 3 and

10, from 7 to 9 p.m. the community polic-
ing unit of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, will co-host a two-day “Common
Sense Self Awareness Course” for teen
girls and young women, in association
with MindSafe – Families In Motion, a
non-profit corporation. The two-day event
is open to the public and costs $40 per
participant. Each course will last two
hours.

Day one, held at the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, will address the “Do’s
and Don’ts” of personal safety. It will
include a police lecture on predatory crime
statistics, and feature real-life scenarios
acted out by representatives of the
Westfield police, along with Mindsafe
staff. The goal is to show what happens
between victims and predators in real-life
self defense situations.

Day two, also at Roosevelt, will feature
audience participation in an interactive
“hands on” experience. Participants will
learn specific skill sets and options for use
if and when the situation turns dire. Par-
ticipants will be shown tips, tactics and
other skills that are effective, but that do

not require years of training to perfect.
“Common Sense Self Awareness is the
goal,” said the group organizers. “Day
one teaches how not to get picked. Day
two teaches what to do if you are picked,”
they said.

The target audience is directed to fe-
male students up through high school.
However, mothers are encouraged to at-
tend and participate. Fathers can also
learn skills. The course was originally
designed for college-bound young
women. However, event organizers ex-
plained, “We are interested in reaching
any and all women who have a limited
knowledge of the kinds of situations, body
language and circumstances that can cause
them to be ‘picked’ by social predators.

“The very best self defense,” they ex-
plained, “is to not get picked!”

As follow up is essential to build con-
fidence, the group will sponsor additional
“what to do when” follow-up seminars.

To register, e-mail
mindsafeinc@aol.com or register at the
door on February 3. Financial assistance
is available if qualified. Parents are wel-
come to accompany their child for free.

FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-
ness owner pleaded guilty in State
Superior Court in Elizabeth on Fri-
day afternoon to multiple counts of
sex crimes against minors. All of
the victims were under
the age of 16 when the
crimes occurred, an-
nounced Union County
Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

In all, Lee Marks, 56,
pled guilty to 28
counts. These counts
include eight counts of
second degree endan-
gering the welfare of a
child, 14 counts of third
degree endangering the welfare of
a child, six counts of third degree
invasion of privacy and one count
of fourth degree invasion of pri-
vacy.

Marks, who entered his plea be-
fore state Superior Court Judge John
Triarsi, faces 15 years in prison when
sentenced on March 13. He will also
be subjected to a lifetime of parole
after his release and will also have to
register as a sex offender under
Megan’s Law.

Marks was first arrested on Sep-
tember 19, 2008, after several vic-
tims came forward, authorities said.
During the course of the investiga-
tion led by Fanwood Police Lieuten-

ant Richard Trigo, other
victims were identified
and interviewed, result-
ing in new charges
against Marks.

According to a  docu-
ment released by au-
thorities, the charges
date back to 1990 with
the most recent inci-
dent occurring last
summer.

According to the in-
vestigation, Marks who ran a tro-
phy-making company from his ga-
rage and also ran a part-time pho-
tography business in his basement,
videotaped the victims through a
two-way mirror set up in a dress-
ing area and also masturbated in
front of several victims while
seated at his office desk.

He will now be referred to the
Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in Avenel for an evaluation,
authorities said.

Westfield
Thursday, January 8, Christopher

Riley, 33, of Scotch Plains was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was processed and released after
posting $130 bail.

Friday, January 9, Benjamin Tho-
mas, 19, of New York was arrested in
Mindowaskin Park and charged with
disorderly conduct and with being in
the park after permitted hours. The ar-
rest occurred after police responded to
a report of people screaming obsceni-
ties in the park. Thomas was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Friday, January 9, Joffrey Jairala, 24,
of North Bergen was arrested on two
traffic warrants during a motor vehicle
stop at Sussex Street and Central Av-
enue. The warrants were from Cliffside
Park, for $1,000, and Union City, for
$543. Jairala was turned over to Cliffside
Park authorities.

Saturday, January 10, Marcus Rawls,
40, currently homeless, was arrested at
the Westfield southside train station
and charged with theft (third degree)
after $2,580 worth of gift cards were
reported stolen from the rectory of a
local church. The gift cards were recov-
ered, according to police.

Rawls was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held on $2,500 bail pending
transfer to the Union County jail in
Elizabeth.

Saturday, January 10, Alison J. Smith,
25, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
She was processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Saturday, January 10, a resident of
Karen Terrace reported the theft of $250
from her pocketbook, which occurred
when the pocketbook was left behind at
a business establishment on the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 6, Vinicio

Gonzalez-Arias, 31, of Springfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 7, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that her land-
lord called her several times and yelled
obscenities at her, demanding that she
pay her rent.

Wednesday, January 7, a student at
Terrill Middle School reported that
someone entered her locker and re-
moved her cell phone valued at $170.

Thursday, January 8, Suzette Kartner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, January 8, David
Hammonds, 27, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Saturday, January 10, David Barker,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, January 11, Scott Sivco, 19,
of Warren was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police
responded to a report of an intoxicated
person yelling in the front yard of a
resident. According to police, after au-
thorities arrived at the scene Sivco con-
tinued to yell, at which time he was
taken into custody. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 11, an employee of
a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone purchased $18 worth of gas
and then fled without paying.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 6, a resident of

Summit Road reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to his vehicle
while it was parked in his driveway by
prying the driver’s side door lock. Ac-
cording to police, approximately $500
worth of damage was reported.

Tuesday, January 6, a resident of
Poplar Avenue reported that someone
attempted to gain access into her house
through her garage by prying open a
locked garage door and breaking a win-
dow. According to police, nothing was
reported missing from the garage and,
although the garage is attached to the
house, there is no direct access into the
home through the garage.

Friday, January 9, a resident of Syl-
van Place reported that someone ille-
gally dumped garbage at the foot of her
driveway. According to police the gar-
bage was removed and properly dis-
posed of.

Friday, January 9, Derrick Diaz, 35,
of Roselle Park was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden in
the amount of $190. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, January 10, John J. Calle,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Kenilworth
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was held after failure to post
bail in the amount of $306.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 10, Anthony P.

Risko, 46, of Pahrump, Nev. was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on a $5,000 fugitive war-
rant out of Hawaii. He was transported
to the Union County jail in Elizabeth,
where he will wait for extradition.

bishing lockers; re-designing the
space and redoing bathrooms are all
potential projects he would like to
accomplish at SPFHS in the future.

“I believe over the next five years
or so we will be able to get the high
school back into shape,” Mr. Del Sordi
said.

Mr. Del Sordi also spoke about the
district’s facilities as a whole and if
they would be able accommodate a
growing number of students.

Currently, Mr. Del Sordi said there
is a large population at the middle
school level. Modular classrooms
were recently added to help with this
matter.

The high school, he said, currently
is the least utilized. He said it has
some oversized classrooms that could
be divided for more use and projects
for the future could include expand-
ing the cafeteria or removing the ris-
ers in the multipurpose room for more
space.

“We continue to monitor this issue,”
Mr. Del Sordi said. “It is something
that we look at every year and, hope-
fully, we’ll be able to stay ahead of.

Sen. Tom Kean Responds to
Governor Corzine’s Address
TRENTON — State Republican Leader

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield is-
sued the following response to Governor
Jon Corzine’s State of the State Address
on Tuesday.

“There’s no doubt that these are ex-
traordinary times for New Jersey. How-
ever, our governor used hyper-partisan
rhetoric to try to persuade state residents
that our economic problems began last
year with the housing crisis and the stock
market collapse.

“In truth, they began six years ago
when Democrat Governor Jim
McGreevey decided the best way to win
re-election was to borrow, tax and spend
the earnings of the middle class rather
than exercising fiscal discipline during an
economic downturn. Governor Corzine
wholeheartedly endorsed those job-kill-
ing policies and is an enthusiastic advo-
cate of many of them today. He’d rather
use a pension gimmick that will cost
property tax payers hundreds of millions
of dollars than to reopen the budget and,
at last, set the state on the right course
toward lasting growth and prosperity.

“Make no mistake. The state’s small-
business climate was ranked last in the
nation long before the Dow plunged. New

Jersey began losing private jobs three
years ago, not three months. In 2007,
New York’s rate of private sector em-
ployment growth was 12 times that of
New Jersey, while Connecticut growth
was eight times higher, Massachusetts
growth was seven times higher, and
Pennsylvania’s was six times higher.

“Governor Corzine did nothing to re-
verse those policies until polls showed
that voters were demanding that he take
action in the face of a national recession.
Then he adopted measures that he ridi-
culed when Republicans proposed them
in the Common Sense Plan they intro-
duced in May and June. However, he has
left many job-killing measures in place,
including a $62 million utility tax in-
crease that costs every family and busi-
ness desperately needed resources during
this recession.

“Both Republicans and Democrats in
the Legislature are now committed to
finding real, long-term solutions to this
state’s economic problems. The governor
talks tough, but he hasn’t come through.
On the economy, on ethics, on transpar-
ency in government, we urge the gover-
nor to conform his actions to his rheto-
ric.”

State Democrats Comment
On Gov. Corzine’s Address

TRENTON – New Jersey State Demo-
crat leaders issued the following com-
ments on Governor Jon Corzine’s (D)
State of the State Address on Tuesday.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts, Jr.
of Camden: “In New Jersey we are swim-
ming against the current of the worst
national economic tide in the last 80 years,
and for he and us together to have been
able to achieve what we’ve been able to
achieve I think is very, very significant.”

Assemblyman Joseph Vas of
Middlesex: “The governor’s message is
very direct. It was a sobering message
that I think we’re familiar with, which
tells us that the economy of New Jersey is
the number one, number two and number
three priorities.”

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo of
Mercer: “It was a strong outlook going
forward. One of the things I’m optimistic
about is the immediate infrastructure
needs that we’ll be working on to gener-
ate a lot of jobs. The jobs are the key to a
strong economy.”

Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Gerald
Green of Plainfield: “On all the major
issues, I think the Governor has put us in
the position where, if working together,
we can make life a lot more easy for
people in the State of New Jersey.”

Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein of
Middlesex: “I think that what he did so

well in the speech was to highlight all of
the strong initiatives that have already
taken place and are to come.”

Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman of Mercer: “We’ve
been able to put more money in educa-
tion, take care of senior citizens, expand
health care and been able to assist people
with their mortgages and do some right
things by business, so I believe that un-
der his leadership and working with a
Democratic-controlled Legislature that
we’ve got New Jersey in probably one of
the strongest positions of any state in the
nation to get through this.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski of
Middlesex: “I think the Governor
sounded a hopeful note that the people of
the State of New Jersey because of all of
the hard work we’ve done over the past
couple of years are well positioned to
weather this economic downturn.
They’re well-positioned therefore to take
advantage of a turn-around at the first
opportunity.”

Assemblyman Herb Conaway of
Burlington: “I think I share the enthusi-
asm of all my colleagues here in the
Legislature to work very hard over the
ensuing months and years to deliver on
the promise that we all make – to put New
Jerseyans first, to complete and finish the
work that we are in.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HURLING INSULTS...Sean Carroll as the jester and Carol Straffi masquerad-
ing as Mertonsire, Lord of Misrule, exchange good-natured insults at the Celebra-
tion Singers’ program, “The Sorry-Tellers or Once Upon a Whine,” at Snuffy’s
in Scotch Plains last Friday night. See story in A&E section, page 16.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING STARTED...The Scotch Plains Township Council held its first regu-
lar meeting of 2009 on Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman
Kevin Glover, Councilwoman Mary DePaola, Mayor Nancy Malool, Deputy
Mayor Jeffrey Strauss, Councilman Dominick Bratti, Clerk Barbara Riepe and
Township Manager MichaelCapabianco.

SELF-AWARE…Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau, Sensei Alan Simms and
officer Gary Moore, pictured from left to right, discuss the upcoming workshop
series “MindSafe” – Common Sense Self Awareness for Teens and Young Women.

TOY SOLDIERS… Evergreen School in Scotch Plains students teamed up with
Second Chance Toys to  collect and donate gently used plastic toys to Union County
Social Services for the 3,000 families in need. The fourth graders tagged the toys and
wrote special wishes on the back of each tag. Pictured preparing the toys are fourth
graders along with school principal Colleen Haubert.

referring to the municipal budget pro-
cess. “It’s also about maintaining ser-
vices.”

In other business, Councilman
Anthony Parenti said a local business
has been “cited for second time” for
selling cigarettes to a minor.

Mr. Parenti said that fines for the
offense start at more than $200 and
reach as much as $1,000 for a third
offense.

“I would encourage businesses out
there to stop this practice; I don’t
think there’s that much of a profit on
cigarettes to be worth it to sell ciga-
rettes to minors, and you shouldn’t be
selling them to minors anyway,” Mr.
Parenti said.

Also, Councilman David Valian
reported that the borough’s Recre-
ation Commission is beginning to
consider renovation and equipment
needs at Forest Road Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

The council also agreed to waive
permit fees in association with roof
and structural stabilization work be-
ing performed as part of the rehabili-
tation efforts at the Revolutionary
War-era Frazee House on Raritan
Road. Jetco Unlimited Co. will per-
form the emergency work at the
building, which is being refurbished
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club.

In response to a complaint from
Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber regarding the audio quality on
Scotch Plains Television broadcasts,
particularly the council meetings,
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco said a request for pro-
posals would be issued soon to ad-
dress the sound system inside the
council chambers, which is also home
to the municipal court and the plan-
ning and zoning boards.

Three unclaimed automobiles cur-
rently in the possession of the police
department will be auctioned on Janu-
ary 27, Councilman Glover an-
nounced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Lee Marks

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE, PTA Review Issues

Gov. Jon Corzine Delivers
State of State on Tuesday

TRENTON – New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine on Tuesday said that the
economy is “priority number one, prior-
ity number two and priority number
three.” Governor Corzine touted the work
he and the legislature had done in cutting
$1.4 billion for the fiscal 2009 budget.

“It’s been painful, and we’ve had to
make many ugly choices, but together,
with my partners in the legislature, we
are making the hard choices,” he said.

In the next year alone, Governor
Corzine said the state is committing $4.7
billion in “high-return investments,”
which he anticipates saving or creating
“as many as 42,000 New Jersey jobs.”

In addition, the state has started offer-
ing small- and mid-size businesses $3,000
for each new job created over the next
year.

Despite cutting the overall state bud-
get by $1.4 billion, Governor Corzine
“held firm” in increasing total spending
on education by nearly $500 million.

His State of the State Address focused
on improving classrooms to strengthen
students’ learning environments.

“I fought to authorize $3.9 billion in
new school construction funds – money
that can be leveraged into $5.4 billion in

investments across the state,” he said.
Governor Corzine said he has sent

formal instruction to the local finance
board to “firmly enforce” the 4-percent
tax levy cap for towns and school boards.

Last year, he said 80 percent of report-
ing municipalities came in over the cap.

“We need to reverse that trend, and
that’s why it’s important that we enact
the pension-deferral bill to give towns
the tools they need,” he said.

Under such a bill, local governments
would have the option of deferring “a
percentage” of their employee pension
payments.

“To be sure, I have demonstrated a
commitment to the solvency of our pen-
sion system,” Governor Corzine said.
“Our plan doesn’t require towns to put
off pension payments; it simply gives
them a tool to work through this financial
emergency.”

The Gorvernor said in “recognizing
the economic realities and pressures of
the current economic environment,” he
called for a “one-year moratorium” on
the 2.5 percent developer’s Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) fee, which
help mitigate towns’ affordable-housing
obligations.
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WASHINGTON EXPERIENCE… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Hunterdon)
meets with Andrew Calvaruso of Westfield in his Capitol Hill Office. Andrew, 18,
is a freshman student at Villanova University. He is the son of Fran and Frank
Calvaruso of Westfield.

Lance Named to House
Financial Services Comm.

WASHINGTON U.S. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Hunterdon)
has been appointed to the House of
Representatives Financial Services
Committee.

“This assignment will allow me to
work immediately as a member of the
House committee that will directly
address the historic financial crisis
facing our country,” Mr. Lance said.
“I am extremely honored and pleased
to be a new member of the House
Financial Services Committee, and I
look forward to using my experience
to advocate for fiscal responsibility
in Washington and deliver economic
relief and reform to New Jersey’s
working families and their counter-
parts across the country.”

The Financial Services Committee
oversees all components of the
nation’s housing and financial ser-
vices sectors, including banking, in-
surance, real estate and securities.
The committee is expected to hold
hearings in the coming weeks as part
of congressional efforts to respond to
the current economic crisis.

Mr. Lance said the appointment
was a “natural fit,” given his experi-
ence in the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture working on financial issues and
also because many of his constituents
in the Seventh Congressional District
have strong job ties to the financial

services sector.
Mr. Lance said he also looks for-

ward to working with all members of
the committee, including his col-
leagues from New Jersey, Reps. Scott
Garrett (R-5th, Sussex) and John
Adler (D-3rd, Camden).

“The economic crisis currently fac-
ing our nation calls for smart, bipar-
tisan leadership,” said House Finan-
cial Services Committee Ranking
Member Spencer Bachus. “Congress-
man Leonard Lance was chosen for
this important committee because he
has a reputation of putting partisan-
ship aside in order to find solutions to
tough problems. Leonard brings a
tremendous amount of leadership and
experience to our committee that is
not typical of a freshman lawmaker
and will represent his constituents
well.”

“Strengthening our economy is
the number-one issue facing Con-
gress, and the Financial Services
Committee will play a key role in
responding to the current crisis,”
Mr. Lance said. “Given the state of
the economy, the American people
expect Congress to work in a bipar-
tisan fashion and pass a fiscally
responsible recovery package that
will protect the American taxpayer.
That is our mandate, and I look
forward to the challenge.”

EMERGENCIES CAN
STRIKE ANYTIME

Consider An
Emergency

Go-Bag!

Customizable for:

Home • Work
Commuters

College Students
Seniors • Pets

Make 2009 Your Year to Be Prepared!

908-334-8678
visit: www.74degreeswest.com

Bramnick Hires Ex-Ledger
Reporter as Press Secretary
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) has
announced that former Star-Ledger
reporter Diane Walsh has joined his
legislative office as press secretary.

Ms. Walsh brings more than 20 years
of experience covering government and
politics to the job. A resident of Westfield,
she was employed by the Star-Ledger
for 24 years, covering Middlesex County
government and the courts in Essex and
Middlesex counties.

An award-winning journalist, Ms.
Walsh contributed to the series of sto-
ries which won the Star-Ledger the
2005 Pulitzer Prize for breaking news.

“I’m very pleased to join the staff.
After being an observer of govern-
ment for so many years, I’m sure it
will be fascinating to work for legis-
lators,” Ms. Walsh said.

Asm. Bramnick said Ms. Walsh’s
skills “will help the office become more
effective in addressing the residents’
needs.” District 21 is a joint legislative
office for Mr. Bramnick and his col-
leagues, state Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assemblyman Eric Munoz.

“We’re happy to welcome Diane to
the staff,” the three legislators said in
a joint statement. Ms. Walsh will be
coordinating media relations and
helping research legislation for the
office. The district encompasses 16
towns in Essex, Morris, Union and
Somerset counties.

The district office also includes
Scott Mersereau, chief of staff; Harriet
Grabas, community outreach coordi-
nator and Pamela Pinkham, a legisla-

Town Bank, Two River
Consolidation Done

WESTFIELD — Community Part-
ners Bancorp has finalized the con-
solidation of its two wholly-owned
business units, The Town Bank, based
in Westfield, and Middletown-based
Two River Community Bank.

The consolidation, which took ef-
fect on December 31, 2008, is part of
Community Partners’ strategic plan
to streamline operations to pursue
further growth opportunities. The two
banks have been under common own-
ership since Community Partners
Bancorp was organized to acquire
them in a transaction that took effect
in April 2006.

The Town Bank branches will con-
tinue to use The Town Bank name.
For legal and regulatory purposes,
there will be only one chartered bank,
but The Town Bank will operate as a
division of Two River Community
Bank.

The consolidation will create ad-
ministrative efficiencies and reduc-
tions in overhead and administra-
tive costs. No job reductions are
planned, according to the press re-
lease.

Community Partners Bancorp oper-
ates 11 branches in Monmouth County
under the Two River name, plus four
branches in Union County operating
under The Town Bank name.

Westfield Announces 2009
Committee Appointments

WESTFIELD — Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and the Town Council
made the following appointments on
the town’s reorganization meeting.

Acting Mayor, Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca; Alternate Acting Mayor,
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.

Town Council Appointments: Court
Administrator, Carol Salvaggio; Town
Council Planning Board liaison,
Councilman James Foerst; Board of
Adjustment, Anthony Cerami and
Nancy Reynolds (alternate no. 1),
Jack Schwetje (alternate no. 2); Spe-
cial Improvement District board,
Dominic Verdic (property owner),
Diane Barabas (resident), Andy
Wasserman (Mayor’s representative),
Town Administrator James Gildea and
Frank Arena (council liaison); em-
ployee appointments, Town Admin-
istrator, Jim Gildea; Municipal Court
Judge, Brenda Cuba; Town Attorney,
Robert Cockren; Municipal Prosecu-
tor, Christine Nugent, and Public
Defender, Michael Panagos.

Board Appointments: Board of
Health, Dr. Vasilios Diamantopoulos;
Dr. Larry Budnick, and Councilman,
Frank Arena (council liaison); Recre-
ation Commission, Jim Marvin, chair-
man; William Palatucci, Tom
Ripperger, Mike Cash, and Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca (council liai-
son); Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Sam Della Fera, Joe Loftus (al-
ternate no. 1), and Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins (council liaison);
Board of Architectural Review, An-
thony Cerami and Larry McDermott;
Tree Preservation Commission, Shari
Cohen and Councilman David Haas
(council liaison); Memorial Library
Board of Trustees, Michael Fischer,
James J. Capone, Jr., Stacey Weiman,
Keith Loughlin, and Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan (mayor’s designee).

Additional appointments include:
Local Assistance Board, Dierdre
Malacrea; Communications Advisory
Board, Todd Felter, Ed Savickas, George
Lanzano, Chris Miele, Lilian Louie,
Joe McHugh, and Vicki Kimmins
(mayor’s designee); Housing Commis-
sion, Town Engineer Kris McAloon,
Larry McDermott, Joseph Farella,
Katherine Clifford, and Ronald Bansky.

Mayor Skibitsky made the follow-
ing appointments: Planning Board,
Gretchen Ohlig, Darielle Walsh, Dan

Clifford (alternate no. 1), Lauren Falk
(alternate no. 2), Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, John Bennett (mayor’s des-
ignee), and Councilman Jim Foerst
(council liaison); Community Devel-
opment Revenue Sharing Committee,
Larry McDermott and Town Engineer
Kris McAloon; Solid Waste Advisory
Board, Jim Aiello; Union County
Transportation Advisory Board, John
Morgan (delegate) and George
Lanzano (alternate); Cultural and Heri-
tage Program Advisory Board, Eugenia
Cline (delegate) and Ann Chen (alter-
nate); Air Traffic Advisory Board,
Jerome Feder (delegate) and Rose-
mary Millet (alternate); Insurance
Advisory Board, Oliver Kirnal Cham-
ber of Commerce liaison, Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan; Union County
League of Municipalities, Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky; Board of Education
liaison, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca;
Second Senior Citizens Housing Cor-
poration liaison, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, and Municipal Alliance/
PANDA liaison, Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan.

Council Committees are: Finance
Policy, Sal Caruana, chairman; David
Haas, vice-chairman; JoAnn Neylan,
and Mark Ciarrocca; Public Safety,
Transportation, and Parking, Mark
Ciarrocca, chairman; Vicki Kimmins,
vice-chairman; Thomas Bigosinski
and Frank Arena; Public Works, JoAnn
Neylan, chairman; Thomas Bigosinski,
vice-chairman; James Foerst and
David Haas; Code Review and Town
Property, James Foerst, chairman;
Frank Arena, vice-chairman; Sal
Caruana, and Vicki Kimmins.

Union County to Receive
$360,634 in Shelter Funds

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sens. Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) have announced that
the Department of Homeland Security’s
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) plans to award New
Jersey more than $5.3 million for the
Emergency Food and Shelter (EFS)
Program. More than $200 million will
be distributed nationwide. Union
County is set receive $360,634 in
funding.

The funds will provide emergency
food and shelter to the homeless
through private nonprofit organiza-
tions and local governments. Grants
will be used to supplement and ex-
pand ongoing efforts to provide shel-
ter, food and supportive services for
the homeless; transition the homeless
from temporary shelter to permanent
homes; and assist the homeless with
special needs and mental and physi-
cal disabilities and illnesses.

New Jersey will receive a total of
$5,348,196 in EFS funds. The money
will be distributed to the following
14 counties: ·Atlantic, $218,389;
Bergen, $498,227; Burlington,
$275,388; Camden, $369,713; Cape
May, $106,084; Cumberland,
$127,781; Essex, $569,666;
·Hudson, $434,425; Mercer,
$227,037; Middlesex, $494,029;

Monmouth, $373,253; Ocean,
$356,209; and, Passaic, $380,536.
The ·State Set-Aside Committee re-
ceived $556,825 in funding.

tive aide.
Mr. Bramnick has served in the

Assembly since February 2003, when
he was nominated by Republicans to
fill a vacancy in the Assembly. He
was elected to two-year terms in 2003,
2005 amd 2007.

New Baby Bailout Plan

Moms and Dads That Do Their Research

Have Been Choosing Bellini for 26 Years

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

$495

·  JPMA Certified
·  Roll-Out Storage Drawer Included
·  Raise and Lower Siderail
·  Available in 4 Colors
·  One Year Warranty

NOW

SAVE $$$ on

America’s #1 Rated

Isabella Crib reg $680

of Westfield

KITCHEN DESIGN
GALLERY

401 Cumberland St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

Phone: 908-789-1828
Fax: 908-789-2988

Website: bkcofwestfield.com

Special Winter Savings Event

On Wood-Mode and Brookhaven Cabinetry

From Now Until Feb. 21st 2009

Now you can enjoy the beauty and quality of America’s
leading brand of fine custom cabinetry at exceptional savings.
Our design professionals can help you create that special
Wood-Mode look for your kitchen, bath or any room in your
home. And for a limited time, we’ll make it easier than ever
on your budget. Don’t wait. Come in today. Our Special Winter
Savings Event ends soon.

Voted #1 Cabinetry Brand
By 1,200 of America’s
Leading Interior Designers

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Foreclosure Help
Bill Signed by Corzine
TRENTON – Governor Jon

Corzine has signed legislation, A-
3506, establishing the Mortgage Sta-
bilization Program and Mortgage Sta-
bilization Fund in the New Jersey
Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency (HMFA) to help homeowners
facing impending foreclosure. Eight
Assembly Democratic lawmakers, in-
cluding Union County Assemblyman
Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield), co-
sponsored the bill.

The fund will provide loans of up to
$25,000 to homeowners and lenders
willing to refinance a first mortgage
that is in imminent danger of foreclo-
sure. Loans are available to lenders
who agree to modify or refinance mort-
gages for qualifying homeowners to
provide for more manageable monthly
payments or to calculate a new loan
amount. Banks will be required to
maintain foreclosed homes to prevent
against neighborhoods becoming
blighted by rows of empty houses and
unkempt properties.

Caregivers come in many forms–you may care 
for a parent, a spouse, a friend or a client. Being 
a Caregiver brings up questions like “how am I 
going to provide for their future.”

If you know someone who is no longer able to 
care for themselves or their home, or if they are 
becoming isolated, Park Place Assisted Living at 
Fellowship Village will provide a better quality of 
life for them.

Our Residents enjoy extensive amenities and 
opportunities for socialization within a secure 
community. Plus, with personalized healthcare 
programs you can rest assured they will receive 
the best care possible. We offer a full range of 
professional services, including on-site Physicians 
and Nurses, as well as on-site Rehabilitation.

Park Place can provide a Long-term solution. Or 
perhaps a Short-term Respite or Trial stay is what 
you need at this time. Our community’s warmth 
and homelike environment speak for themselves.  
Drop by for a visit and find out more!

We currently have suites available.
Long-Term Residency and Short-Term Respite

BPU Offers Tips to
Cut Home Utility Bills
NEWARK – The Board of Public

Utilities (BPU) offers the following
tips on to reduce energy usage and
lower utility bills: use programmable
thermostats; switch to energy effi-
cient lighting; unplug electronic de-
vices when not in use; run dishwash-
ers with a full load and use air-dry
option; lower water heater tempera-
tures to 120 degrees and wrap water
heaters with an insulation blankets.
For more information visit
njcleanenergy.com or call 1-866-
NJSMART (1-866-657-6278).

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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As chairman of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, I an-
nounced a series of initiatives, entitled
“Keeping Union County Strong,” de-
signed to: position the county for contin-
ued economic growth; make the county a
leader in environmental practices; assist
at-risk homeowners in remaining in their
residences; and reach out through mo-
bile meetings to the community.

It takes a comprehensive approach in
order to turn things around and keep
Union County strong. We are called
upon to take swift and bold action in
helping our residents set a course for
positive change and will do so through
my four new initiatives for 2009.

My primary initiative is “Union County
Works,” six-point jobs and economic
program designed to provide more loca-
tions throughout the county for workers
looking for information on unemploy-
ment benefits and job opportunities, in-
cluding a mobile facility; expand county
work in training and upgrading the skills
of those who already have a job, to in-
crease the likelihood of keeping the job;
work with educational institutions to
expand adult education and basic skills
for all residents so they are better pre-
pared for new opportunities, and work to
identify new job opportunities in the
county’s private sector. This year brings
an exploration of “green collar” or envi-
ronmentally-friendly jobs in areas such
as recycling, construction and more.

We will also work to make infrastruc-
ture investments and apply for funding
through President-elect Barack Obama’s
transportation stimulus package; create
a new Workforce and Economic Lead-
ership Team to help refine and expand
the above proposals.

My second initiative for 2009 is “Go
Green II,” which builds on the success
of last year’s environmental initiative
with new announcements, including:
working with our educational partners
to help promote and develop “Green
Collar” job training; developing a green
educational curriculum for the annual
College for Teens program at Union
County College; beginning a new

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

Keeping Union County Strong

teacher-training program with the Vo-
Tech and Union County College to pre-
pare children and adults for careers in
the emerging green economy; working
on a number of measures aimed at effi-
ciency and the development of alterna-
tive energy sources for county build-
ings; launching a pilot program to use
biofuels in heavy-duty county vehicles
to reduce harmful emissions, and con-
tinuing to apply green standards to the
county’s construction and renovation
projects.

My third initiative is the formation of
the Union County Foreclosure Task
Force, which will help residents facing
this issue to achieve the best possible
housing and credit outcomes.

My fourth and final initiative is the
reintroduction of mobile meetings. The
freeholder board will conduct several of
our public meetings in different parts of
the county to reach out to our residents.

We have gotten a good jump on some
projects, but we must continue to press
forward as a team. We need to move fast,
and we need to move quickly on creating
jobs, participating in the green economy,
and assisting homeowners…the mission
of change cannot be undertaken alone. We
are an army of many, but we are one team,
striving toward a common goal to succeed.

I look forward to working with our
residents and county government em-
ployees on implementing these endeav-
ors and all our programs. I wish all a
great New Year.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Our Latex mattress provides you 
with up to 33% more pressure 
relief than conventional or 
memory foam bedding.

A surface that is Hypo-Allergenic,
environmentally friendly.

A breathable mattress that 
dispenses body heat, you sleep 
cooler.

Our Nirvana collection is the 
highest quality & quantity of
latex. No turning or flipping.

“We created the Nirvana Latex 
collection & each mattress is 

hand made on the premises. This 
is the ultimate sleep environment.”

Rick Shovlin & Ron Shovlin

35 South Avenue Fanwood, NJ  |  908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ  |  973-428-0511

www.mattressfac.com

HOW DO YOU GET THE SLEEP YOU DESERVE?

MATTRESS FACTORYTH
E 

TRUST  |  QUALITY |  FULL SERVICE  |  LUXURY & VALUE
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Union County Appointments
Named by Freeholder Board

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
made the following appintments at
their reorganization meeting on Janu-
ary 4. Voluntary appointments: Advi-
sory Council on Aging, Joseph Fox,
Gloria Mejias, Toby Marks, John
Surmay, and Michael Guiglielmion
and Charles Watts; Advisory Board
on the Disabled, Ina White and Ed-
ward Heaton; Construction Board of
Appeals, Don Moser, delegate, engi-
neer; Richard Watkins, alternate,
building inspector; David Kulpan, fire
inspector; Human Services Advisory
Council, Kathy Dunn, Pat Mennuti,
and Janice Williams; Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board, Conrad
Person, Clara Fernandez and Nora
Mislan; Union County Public Health/
Weapons of Mass Destruction Advi-
sory Board, Boniface Udenta,
Terrance McCarthy, Elizabeth
Geminder and Dr. Raymond Lanza.

Advisory Board of the Status of
Minorities, Connie Hamlin, Jacques
Howard, James Baker, Hazel Walker,
and LaRhonda Hall; Union County
Mental, Health Advisory Board, Ken-
neth Quigley, Jr. and Warren Hehl;
Union County Planning Board, Yves
Aubourg, Lawrence Dinardo, Eliza-
beth Geminder, Rob Garrison,
Michael D’Agostino, William Malone
and Lawanda Gilbert; Union County
Utilities Authority, James Huff and
Clifton People; Commission on the
Status of Women in Union County,
Karen Sheehy, Carol Ann Lombardo,
Megan Cryan, Judi Jenkins-Guadino
and Carolyn Vollero; Emergency
Management Council, George
Devanney, Ben Laganga, Chris
Scaturo, Richard Childs, Daniel
Vaniska, Lathey Wirkus, Gareth Wil-
liams, Joseph Graziano, Jr., Lester
Jones, Sebastian D’Elia, Ted
Romankow, Ronald Kanterman, Ralph
Froehlich, Carmen Centuolo, Russell
Hendrickson, Ben Laganga, Office of
Emergency Management (OEM) di-
rector; John Lestarchiek, Union County
Fire Chiefs Association President;
Lathey Wirkus, county fire coordina-
tor; David Kelley, county fire training
committee chairman; Christopher
Scaturo, county Hazmat chief; Ed Sisk,
Elizabeth fire chief; Anthony
Padavano, county volunteer fire chief;
Joseph Houck, county career fire chief;
Kristen Von St. Paul, OEM secretary
for the Union County Fire Academy;
Gary Steitz, representative of the
county’s arson unit; and Dave Maas,
representative from fire prevention.

Shade Tree Advisory Board, Nick
Polanin, Richard Hagopian and Sean
Ryan (staff); Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund
Public Advisory Committee, environ-
mental, James Lynch; environmen-
tal, Joseph Spatola; historic, Michael
Yesenko; labor, John Malcolm; busi-
ness, Ralph Salermo; and education,

Dr. Frank Deo.
Runnells Specialized Hospital Ad-

visory Board, Dr. Martin Sheehy, Dr.
Jerome Cohen, and Mary DeFilippis;
Union County Labor Advisory Board,
Neil Boyle of Westfield and Michael
D’Agostino of Cranford; Motion Pic-
ture and Television Advisory Board,
Sebastian D’Elia, Francesca Rizzo,
Paul Santons, Salonia Saxton,
Hasmulel Patel, Richard Semiac, Sal
Terezza, Robert Bresenhan, Jerome
Jewell and George Castro; Union
County Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board, Carlos Alma, Margaret
Hickey, Jeff Tandul, Patricia Goeb,
and Chuck Florio.

Freeholder assignments:
New Jersey Association of Coun-

ties, Freeholder Chester Holmes, del-
egate; Freeholder Daniel Sullivan,
alternate; North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority, Freeholder
Dan Sullivan, delegate, and Free-
holder Chester Holmes, alternate; and
Meadowlink, Freeholder Angel
Estrada, delegate.

Freeholder standing committees:
Economic Development: Free-

holder Rayland Van Blake, chairman;
Freeholders Angel Estrada, Rick Proc-
tor and Nancy Ward; Fiscal Affairs,
Freeholder Angel Estrada, chairman;
Freeholders, Bette Jane Kowalski,
Dan Sullivan and Rayland Van Blake;
Homeland Security, Freeholder Rick
Proctor, chairman; Freeholders
Chester Holmes, Al Mirabella, and
Deborah Scanlon; Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historical Preservation
Trust Fund, Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, chairman; Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski, Dan Sullivan, and
Nancy Ward; Policy and Administra-
tive Code, Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, chairman; Freeholders,
Chester Holmes, Rick Proctor, and
Deborah Scanlon; Shared Services &
Intergovernmental Relations Com-
mittee, Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
chairman; Freeholders Angel Estrada,
Deborah Scanlon, and Rayland Van
Blake.

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.������Dr.�Patricia�E.�Grantham�
Dr.�Martin�L.�Marks,�Endodontic�Specialist�3689�

Dr.�Lara�Merker,�Periodontic�and�Implant�Specialist�5798�

$$$  SAVE ON DENTAL FEES  $$$ 
PROPER DENTAL CARE NOW PREVENTS MORE  

COMPLICATED AND EXPENSIVE TREATMENT LATER
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Denture�Lab�on�Premises�������Same�Day�Repairs�
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���� Free Introductory Visit ����
Comprehensive Exam, Digital X-Rays, and Consultation 

Reg. $295.00 
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Christie to Seek GOP
Nomination for Governor

Former U.S. Attorney Christopher
Christie has announced that he intends
to seek the Republican nomination
for Governor. Mr. Christie filed formal
papers with the New Jersey Election
Law Enforcement Commission
(NJELEC) on Thursday. Mr.
Christie’s tenure was highlighted by
the convictions of Democrats Sharpe
James, former Newark mayor, and
former Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairman Wayne Bryant,
as well as Essex County Executive
James Treffinger, a Republican. He
was a Morris County freeholder from
1995 to 1998.

Former Bogota Mayor Steven
Lonegan entered the race last month.
Assemblyman Rick Merkt (R-
Mendham) and Franklin Township
Mayor Brian Levine are also said to
be considering possible gubernatorial
campaigns, politickernj.com
reported.

Will Bramnick Be Picked As
Christie’s Running Mate?

The Wally Edge column on
politicker.com has said that Assem-
bly Minority Whip Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) “could emerge as
a strong candidate for Lieutenant
Governor if Christopher Christie, the
former federal prosecutor, wins the
GOP gubernatorial nomination.” He
also cited Mr. Bramnick’s hiring of
former Star-Ledger reporter Diane
Walsh, noting that she and other Led-
ger staffers won a Pultizer Prize for
their coverage of former Governor
James McGreevey. Mr. McGreevey
resigned after announcing he had a
gay affair with a staffer, Golan Cipel.

Corzine-Katz E-Mail
To Remain Silent

A state appeals court has ruled that
former state employee union boss
Carla Katz and her ex-boyfriend,
Governor Jon Corzine, do not have to
release e-mail they send to each other.
According to nj.com, the judges ruled
that Mr. Corzine has the right to keep
the e-mail communications secret
because he “properly asserted execu-
tive privilege, and the plaintiff (New
Jersey Republican Party chairman
Tom Wilson) did not articulate or
identify a sufficient reason to over-
come the privilege.” The judges said
the release of confidential e-mail
could have a “chilling effect on the
governor’s ability or willingness to
solicit advice.”

Obama Pick of Panetta
Questioned by Feinstein

President-elect Barack Obama’s se-
lection of former Chief of Staff to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, Leon Panetta, to head

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
has drawn criticism of Democrats, in-
cluding Senator Diane Feinstein (D-
Calif.), chairman of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, because of Mr.
Panetta’s lack of experience in the In-
telligence and counter- terrorism fields,
The New York Times reported.

“My position has consistently been
that I believe the agency is best served
by having an Intelligence professional
in charge at this time,” Senator
Feinstein said. Prior to serving in
President Clinton’s administration,
Mr. Panetta represented California’s
16th District in Congress from 1977
to 1993.

National GOP Committee
May Pick First Black Chair

Two African-Americans, Ohio Sec-
retary of State Kenneth Blackwell
and former Maryland Lieutenant
Governor Michael Steele, are among
six candidates vying for the chair-
manship of the Republican National
Committee (RNC). If Steele or
Blackwell were elected, it would mark
the first time in history that an Afri-
can-American was chairman of the
RNC. The National Democratic Com-
mittee elected Ron Brown as its first
African-American chairman in 1989.

Blagojevich Impeached;
Trial to Begin Jan. 26

The Illinois State Legislation has
voted 114-1 to impeach Governor
Rod Blagojevich on charges that he
attempted to sell the United States
Senate seat previously occupied by
President-elect Barack Obama to the
highest bidder. A trial in the State
Senate is scheduled to begin January
26. Meanwhile, the Illinois State Su-
preme Court has ruled that the signa-
ture of the Illinois Secretary of State
is not needed for Gov. Blagojevich’s
appointment of Roland Burris to fill
the Senate vacancy. Senate Demo-
crats said they would now accept Mr.
Burris and will swear him this week.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Sponsors Food Drive
WESTFIELD - The legislative of-

fice of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) is sponsoring its
winter food drive to benefit local food
pantries. Non-perishable items that
are sought include: cereal and
oatmeal, canned soup, peanut butter
and jelly, rice and pasta, coffee and
tea, meals in a cup, and powered or
shelf milk.

Donations are being accepted
through Friday, February 27, and can
be dropped off at the Mr. Bramnick’s
office, 251 North Avenue, west, 2nd
floor, Westfield, Monday through
Friday, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

NORTHERN ITALIAN STYLE CUISINE

Visit us at www.mosaico22.com
for a FREE gift card when you book a party

Every Tuesday and Wednesday night
Lobster Tails $19.95 regular $30.

Every Saturday and Sunday night
Pork Shank (Osso Buco) $19.95 regular $28.

Mosaico Economic Stimulus Package

1072 US 22 WEST, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ • 908.233.3553

*This offer starts every day at 4:00pm and all day Sunday

*Not to be combined with any other offer or photo like gift card.

*There is no need to bring anything but yourself as wait staff will extend this offer

every time you dine with us from now until the end of this promotion. Please no exceptions.

Every Monday and Tuesday dinner
Filet Migon $19.95 regular $28.

Every Thursday and Friday night
Imported Baby Rack of Lamb $19.95 regular $32.

Every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dinner
all bottles of wine are 30% off.

Every tray of food for Superbowl will have 30% Off

Magnet School to Hold
Auction February 6

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Magnet
High School Parent School Associa-
tion (PSA) and Project Graduation
2009 will hold their annual Goods and
Services Silent Auction on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6, from 7 to 9:30 p.m.  in the West
Hall Cafeteria on the campus of the
Vocational-Technical Schools Cam-
pus, 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.
To contribute or attend the auction,  e-
mail Patti Helfand at phpie@aol.com.

Water • Energy
Electricity

The Environment

908-232-1199
License # 13VH03090400
Residential • Commerical Free Estimates • Fully Insured

START SAVING
MONEY NOW!

by Richard A. Bousquet Assoc. Inc
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Thank You for Helping
‘Support Our Troops’
Thank you for helping The Support

Our Troops Committee at Post # 3 of The
American Legion in Westfield. Your print-
ing our press releases since October 2006
has allowed us to send 18 shipments of
goods to our troops in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. We’ve shipped to troops with a N.J.
connection and they really appreciate the
goods and the notes our donors include.
Anyone interested in helping us can con-
tact Pete Hogaboom at (908) 247-7630.
Our committee will pack our 19th ship-
ment on January 27, at the Post starting at
7:30 p.m. Thanks to all our donors past,
present and future.

Pete Hogaboom, Chairman
Support Our Troops Committee

Authorities Need to Fix Crosswalk
Button on South & Westfield Avenues

I was very happy to attend the swearing
in and reorganization meetings in both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. I wish the
elected and re-elected public officials in
both towns the best of luck in their terms
in office. Both Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Mayor Nancy Malool mentioned the dif-
ficult financial year we expect in 2009. I
agree that this year will test us and bring
about many challenges, but I share the
enthusiasm and optimism of both mayors
in working to meet and overcome them.

Student Parking on WHS Grounds
Must Be Re-Instituted by BOE

Westfield BOE and Municipal
Government: Reduce Expenses

SP Planning Board Chairman Sartor
Steps Down As Term Expires

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

Partnering With Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Mayors

I was very impressed with the appoint-
ment of Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss by
Mayor Malool and approved by the coun-
cil in Scotch Plains. It’s an example of the
kind of teamwork we will need in 2009. I
hope both councils will work well to-
gether for the good of our communities.

I’ve told both mayors to reach out to
me and I’m ready from a county perspec-
tive to partner with them as we work
through 2009. I want to wish a happy and
healthy New Year to all.

It’s that time again. Our annual budget
needs to be addressed and there are seri-
ous dollar shortages. The rest of the coun-
try, including other New Jersey towns,
has recognized one truism: “Never raise
taxes during an economic crisis.” Instead
they look at reduced services, reduced
workforce and other cost-cutting devices.
Our governor is trying to do this, but is
Westfield prepared to do the same? I am
sorry to say I have not seen any recent
signs that we are.

Let me make a suggestion to our board
of education. We have a very good school
system and it has played a large role in
keeping our property values high. How-
ever, something needs to be done about
our annual tax increases since it is really
impacting many people on a fixed income
who have lived in Westfield for many
years. So is there any way we can cut
expenses? Maybe class sizes can be in-
creased as staff is reduced? Could the
number of administrators be carefully
evaluated to see if we need all of this

support? I know this is no easy task, but
something has to be done to keep our
property taxes from rising every year.

And as far as the municipal budget is
concerned, here are a few suggestions.
Reduce the number of parking vultures
that roam our parking lots looking for
violators. Their aggressiveness has been
noted in letters to The Westfield Leader
for months. Also, do we really need a
police car on Dudley Avenue almost ev-
ery day looking for speeders? Could this
be done by radar if it so necessary? I am
sure there are other measures that can be
implemented without adversely affecting
the safety of our residents.

I am making these suggestions in the
hope that something can be done. If any
other residents have additional sugges-
tions to make, please do so promptly
before the budgets are finalized. Thank
you for your consideration.

Kurt Pollak
Westfield

"It's Dark Now, And Pedestrians En-
counter Increased Danger." This was the
headline of your November 6 editorial
where you called for increased vigilance
on the part of pedestrians, motorists and
cyclists and asked for our suggestions on
this topic. My suggestion would be for the
authorities responsible for ensuring our
safety to do their part.

On December 22, I came home on my
usual train, which arrives in Westfield at
4:34 p.m. (according to the printed sched-
ule).  On this day I had my 75-year-old
mother accompanying me. We walked
from the station to the crosswalk on South
Avenue at Westfield Avenue. I pressed
the crosswalk button and we waited. We
waited over several minutes, through
multiple light changes at the other lights
but not at ours. It was cold and after
realizing that the light was not working, I
called Sound Station and one of the em-
ployees came out and pressed the cross-
walk button on the south side and the light
changed. We thanked him and when I
arrived home I promptly called the
Westfield police and reported the prob-
lem.

Over the days since, the button to
change the light signal still does not ap-
pear to be working.  On January 8, I again
called the Westfield police and was told
that they had reported it to Union County
because it was Union County’s problem

as South Avenue is a county road. The
officer gave me the number and I called
the Union County police and was quickly
told that it was a Westfield problem, that
the traffic lights are the responsibility of
the municipality not the county.

In the meantime, pedestrians trying to
cross South Avenue from the north are
without a working signal. Luckily it does
work on the other side where the school
crossing guard is stationed and he stops
traffic when he sees someone waiting
forlornly on the other side. But unless I
change my schedule to come home when
there is a crossing guard, I am forced to
either telephone someone else to come
and push the south side button or dodge
traffic to cross the street at a crosswalk.

All I ask is that someone in government
recognize that it is his or her responsibil-
ity to fix the problem for everyone’s safety,
motorists as well as pedestrians. And I
would like to give a tremendous thank
you to Sound Station, a local business, for
being a part of the community and help-
ing when asked.

Andrew Lee
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Lee reported on Tues-
day that the signal was fixed and that he
thanks whoever was responsible. He
doesn’t know if his calls had an impact but
said the important thing is that it was fixed.

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the members of the Westfield Board of
Education (BOE) and Superintendent
Margaret Dolan and copied to the news-
paper.

*****
Last August 2008, I attended a BOE

meeting. I asked questions regarding the
re-establishment of student-designated
parking on WHS (Westfield High School)
grounds with the use of remaining monies
from the $21-million WHS Improvement
Bond. This bond was passed on Decem-
ber 12, 2000. Due to the high school
building addition and the additional staff
that was hired, students are no longer
permitted to park on WHS grounds. Cur-
rently all parking spaces are used solely
by teachers and staff. In years prior to the
improvements, WHS students were al-

lowed to park in the WHS parking lot.
These student-designated spaces were
distributed by lottery.

As a follow up to my questions and
subsequent answers from last August, I
am inquiring about the status of the even-
tual re-providing of student-designated
parking on WHS grounds, as part of some
of the final improvements to WHS. Cre-
ating parking spaces along Rahway Av-
enue next to the side auditorium doors
and where a never-used, tall wooded
climbing wall currently exists seem like
great ideas that would not sacrifice any
athletic playing field space! I hope that
the BOE will focus on this issue and that
something will be accomplished before
the 2009-2010 school year!

Michael Nemeth
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
planning board members and copied to
the newspaper.

*****
As you know, the planning board chair-

man is nominated every year and serves
for that year. Thus, technically, I have
served four terms in the last four years. I
would like you all to know what a plea-
sure it has been for me to work with all of
you as your chairman. I am continually
impressed with your dedicated pursuit in
the acquisition of full knowledge regard-
ing each application before reaching your
decisions. I am impressed as well by your
teamwork in pursuing new information to
develop new policies and procedures for
the good of our board and of our town-
ship.

In the first 19 years of my 25 years of
service on the planning board, Bob
Johnston was the chairman (and, I believe
had been chairman for a number of years
before) when I came on. When he left for
his council seat, George Tomkins suc-
ceeded him and served as chairman
through 2002. Joe Doyle was chairman in
2003 and 2004, and I have been chairman
from 2005 to the end of this year. Thus, I
am only the fourth person to have served
as chairman in the last 25 years!

When I accepted the chairmanship in
2005, I had suggested a set of bylaws,
which specified term limits for all of the
board’s officers. I have always felt that
the planning board’s charge to be vision-
aries for our township was negated by
dynasty leadership.

By rotating the executive positions of
the board, including not only the chair-
man, but also the vice chairman and sec-
retary, periodic new leadership would
bring new ideas – new visions as it were

– to our planning board, for each member
brings his/her own special creative tal-
ents and expertise to the board.

I am pleased to have been appointed by
Mayor Malool to another four-year term
as a Class IV planning board member. I
hope to return to the work of creating a set
of bylaws for the board as chairman of the
rules and procedures committee.

One recommendation would be that a
planning board member could only be
elected to the one-year term of chairman,
vice chairman or secretary for four years
in succession for each office. If the person
has been a long-term (time to be deter-
mined) member of the board, eight years
would have had to pass before that person
would again be eligible for nomination
and election to the particular office he or
she had held for four years. Of course,
these bylaws would have to be studied by
a committee, presented to the full board
and approved.

At this time, and until further study by
the rules and procedures committee, I do
not have the inside scoop that my concept
for limiting the chairmanship or the two
other offices will be the one that prevails.
However, I do know that I feel a personal
responsibility to practice what I preach.

And so, I will not be seeking the chair-
manship for a fifth term next Monday
evening. My reasoning, as stated above,
is based on my observations of the work-
ings of the board for the last 25 years.

Again, thank you for your hard work
and support during my tenure as chair-
man. And in anticipation of next Monday’s
election, I wish the new chairman well
and offer my full support.

Maria Sartor
Scotch Plains Planning Board

Thanks for Coverage of
Cell Tower Application

Many thanks for your coverage (corre-
spondent Christina M. Hinke) of the
Cranford zoning board meetings concern-
ing the proposed 120-foot cell phone tower
located on the border of Westfield and
Cranford at the Cranford Swim Club.
There have been many long meetings and
many testimonials to cover, but your ar-
ticles for The Westfield Leader were al-
ways clear, concise and correct and helped
greatly to clarify the key issues for many
residents.

With the unanimous decision by the
zoning board to deny this proposal, we
feel encouraged that this threat to our
homes and neighborhoods as well as
Lenape Park has lessened considerably.

Thank you again for your excellent
reports of the Cranford zoning board
meetings in The Leader and we wish you
all the best in 2009.

Schuvart Family and nearby
Westfield/Cranford residents

Lions Thank Patrons
For Success of Sale

The Fanwood Lions Club gives a big
thank you to all who purchased Christmas
trees, wreaths, etc. This year was the best
by far, and the club has only to thank all
who participated in our sale.

Monies raised will go to our various
charities, in particular for the visually
impaired. Three $1,500 scholarships are
awarded to our local students, some of
whom have come to help us set up – we
thank you, and some to purchase trees –
we thank you.

Remember us next year.

Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood

Thanks for Donating
Coats to Those in Need

We would like to thank everyone who
so generously donated coats at Christoffers
Flowers and Gifts over the past month.

This being our first year as a drop-off
location for WBGO Jazz 88’s annual coat
drive, we didn’t quite know what to ex-
pect, but never anticipated the volume of
coats or the joy with which they were
given.

By the end of the drive on January 9, we
had received close to 300 coats.

Thank you, contributors for your coats,
The Westfield Leader for your support,
WBGO for your organization and promo-
tion, and The New Community Corp. for
distributing all of these beautiful coats to
those who really need them.

We look forward to the joy of helping
WBGO again.

Kurt and Fiona Christoffers
Mountainside

Thanks to All Who Donated to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
‘Wish Tree’ Program, Making It a Great Success

Letters to the Editor

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Social
Service Department and the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation would like to thank
all of those who made our “Wish Tree”
program such a success again this year.
Donations were from the Scotch Plains
Business Professional Association, em-
ployees and parents of The Goddard
School in Fanwood, PNC Bank/Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Scotch Plains Post
Office, Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA,
and The Scotch Plains Golden Agers.

The individuals to be thanked are Mr.
and Mrs. C. Brown, members of the
American Legion Post 209, Mr. and Mrs.
T. Atkins, Eleanor McGovern, and the
mayors, councils, administrations and
employees of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the Borough of Fanwood. Other
donators included Lisaann Kawolec,
Diva’s Salon, Junior Women’s Club, the
members of Woodside Chapel, Jessie
Furino, Neighbor to Neighbor, the
Herzberg Family, Panera’s, Suisse Pastry
Shop, Mountainside Bakery, St. Paul’s
Church, the teachers and staff of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District, and
“Tammy.”

A very special thank you to all my
“elves,” Lynn Payne (Chief Elf), Amy
Davies, Janet Kestner, Susan D’Appuzzo,
Maggie Savoca, Josephine Walsh, Margo
Pierce, Barbara Anilo, Joan Donovan,
Erica Donovan, JoJo Donovan, Brian
Trippet and the employees of Scotch
Plains Recreation Grounds Department,

who helped us do a quick change move a
day early due to weather and, as always,
my boss Michael Ross for his patience,
my husband Jim for his help, my daughter
Jenn Harper, Goddard School, for her
assistance with a tree and distribution.
And most of all to the residents of so
many towns that granted the “wishes.”
This was the best year yet even with the
tremendous increase in families in need.
The generosity of so many people was
overwhelming and extremely heart warm-
ing. If I missed anyone, I apologize, and
again, say Thank you.

Marie Davis
Program Coordinator

 Township of Scotch Plains

Property Taxes Due
The office of the Westfield Tax Col-

lector will be open on February 2, from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the payment of
property taxes. Please call (908) 789-
4051 with any questions or e-mail
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov. Interest
will be charged beginning on Friday,
February 6.

Susan Noon
Westfield Tax Collector

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gemutlich – Agreeable; cheerful
2. Avenaceous – Belonging to, or hav-

ing the nature of oats
3. Langlauf – A cross-country ski run
4. Tivy – With great speed

DOTHIENENTERITIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Inflammation of the intestines; ty-

phoid fever
3. Inflammation of the spleen
4. Inflammation of the spinal column;

arthritis of the spine
DECAUDATE

1. To deprive of a tail
2. To pull back or retreat suddenly
3. To fade or erode
4. To pluck or remove the feathers

from an animal, such as geese
ASCHAM

1. A scam or a hoax
2. An eyepatch
3. A receptacle for archery implements
4. A sort of coarse canvas

ULULATION
1. Difficulty in the pronunciation of the

letter “l”
2. Howling or hooting
3. An awakening or rousing
4. An introductory remark or a fore-

word

More Letters on Page 5

What’s Better: Bipartisan,
Nonpartisan or Chasing Windmills?
In local politics, we often hear that elected offi-

cials either acted poorly in a partisan manner or
acted appropriately in a bipartisan manner. Seldom
do we hear that elected officials acted in a nonpar-
tisan manner. This is surprising in that the public
expects local officials to be nonpartisan. Few care
about what party one belongs to – just what kind of
leadership will be provided.

That’s why we commend new Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool and the township council for
selecting Jeff Strauss to be deputy mayor for 2009.
They are from different political parties. In our
view, the appointment of Mr. Strauss as deputy
mayor was a nonpartisan act, as he appears to be the
best person for the position, and this is with the best
interests of the residents in mind.

Al Mirabella, new chairman of the Union County
Freeholder Board and a Fanwood resident, praises
the selection of Mr. Strauss, noting somewhat of a
pleasant surprise. Now, Mr. Mirabella pledges hav-
ing the county work closely with the municipal
governments of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. We
think this is a very good, nonpartisan breakthrough
and that all towns should take advantage of Mr.
Mirabella’s overture.

In the past, municipalities and the county seemed
too often to go on their merry, independent ways.
The Ralph G. Froehlich Public Safety Building was
built on North Avenue in Westfield without discus-
sions with the Town of Westfield, and officials from
the town were not invited to the grand opening.

However, this was a few years ago, and since then,
the county freeholders attended a Westfield Town
Council meeting only last year. It was a welcome
change, and both entities discovered that the others
did not have horns.

Conversely, hardly ever does an official from any
town ever attend a freeholder meeting to see first-
hand what is going on there or to let the freeholders
know of their concerns.

Bruce Paterson writes this week to Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy objecting to the reap-
pointment of Charles Lombardo to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board, citing
partisan votes of Mr. Lombardo in the past. Mr.
Paterson calls for a nonpartisan appointment. We
believe this is a good idea, and Mayor McCarthy

can follow the lead of Mayor Malool.
In that the RVSA consumes considerable prop-

erty taxes in the form of fees, their actions must be
governed with the best interests of the residents in
mind.

In smaller matters no less important, Andrew Lee
of Westfield writes of a traffic signal problem on
South Avenue at the train station. In his efforts to get
it fixed, he says Westfield claimed it to be a county
problem, and the county claimed it to be a Westfield
problem. Recently, the signal was fixed. Westfield
and the county must have worked together.

In this day and age when residents are looking for
better government to address the real problems
faced, it seems more than essential that all factions
work closely together. Yet, when we think of parti-
san, bipartisan and nonpartisan, we leave several
other essential groups out of the loop.

As example, school boards claim to be estab-
lished as nonpolitical entities. Maybe so, but they
consume two-thirds of the property taxes – the rise
of which is unchecked. Michael Nemeth of
Westfield writes this week that a residential park-
ing problem by the high school requires school
board action. Is this an opportunity for nonpartisan
cooperation?

For that matter, we cannot recall a mayor or
council member attending a school board meeting
– or vice versa. Who attends meetings of the RVSA?

Special Improvement Districts like the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) consume taxes. Last
month, the DWC took controversial action on sur-
plus funds to the dismay of Councilman Sal Caruana.
Should the DWC be brought into the nonpartisan
loop to assure the interests of the residents?

On Tuesday, Governor Jon Corzine delivered his
State of the State address with a pep talk. In our
minds, he did little to address the real issues, yet
postponed many of the inevitabilities. Too bad, as
we believe the public is ready to start fixing the
problems.

So, it is not about donkeys or pachyderms; it is
more than bipartisanship – maybe even more than
nonpartisanship.

Let’s follow and expand on Mr. Mirabella’s lead
– “Everyone work together, unselfishly, for the
common good.” Let’s stop chasing windmills.
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Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399

www.goleader.com/express

“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Former Photographer Recalls
Watching JFK in ’62 at Otis

Garwood Should Not Reappoint
Lombardo to the RSVA Board Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council and copied to the
newspaper. It was edited for brevity and
approved by the writer.

*****
The Garwood appointee to the Rahway

Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
comes up for appointment soon and needs
to be filled come February 1. The natural
sequence would be for the mayor to re-
appoint Garwood’s RVSA sitting mem-
ber, Charles Lombardo, for another five-
year term and look to council approval.
However, a lot has changed from when
Mr. Lombardo was appointed five years
ago. Mayor, the residents suggest you
select another candidate to represent
Garwood at the RVSA. Councilmen, if
the mayor fails in his diligence, before
you deliberate and vote, please consider
the issues below.

Since his last appointment, Mr.
Lombardo had been designated by politi-
cal party people as the Democrat commit-
tee chairman of Garwood. This is a posi-
tion where the priority is to advance the
ideals of a political party and to find
candidates to fill positions of power in
local government. Mr. Lombardo now
has a single political party credo as his
mantra and that specifically takes priority
over general concerns of the residents.
The RVSA should not end up with high-
level partisan people involved. The RVSA
is not about politics, but about the resi-
dents’ welfare.

There are 11 members on the RVSA
board. Each is a representative and was
appointed by a town that the RVSA serves.
The board is well represented with expe-
rience, and if Garwood selects a fresh
candidate with no experience, that would
not be any different than the two towns
that felt comfortable enough to do it the
previous year.

In 2007, the RVSA had introduced an

issue that the RVSA should privatize it-
self. Quickly, many member towns,
Garwood’s mayor and council included,
wrote letters to the RVSA stating un-
equivocally that this action should not be
taken up by the RVSA board at that time.
However, contrary to the member towns’
directions, in an RVSA meeting in the
third quarter of 2007, certain individuals
including Mr. Lombardo, voted to start
the process toward privatization of the
RVSA. This was against the wishes of the
Garwood mayor and council. This vote to
start the privatization process passed by a
one-vote majority. Mr. Lombardo voted
for this privatization. Member towns were
outraged about this act of malfeasance by
the RVSA board. Certain RVSA mem-
bers wrote letters to the papers denounc-
ing this “forced” vote. Two towns subse-
quently removed their members and re-
appointed new ones when those mem-
bers’ terms were up. Due to the vocal
backlash of many towns, the RVSA board
rescinded the vote the following month.

The Garwood residents that same year
then voted Mr. Lombardo out of his coun-
cil seat when he was up for reelection.

One may ask, “Why would Mr.
Lombardo act with malfeasance when
strict directions were given to him by
Garwood?” Senator Lesniak, a Democrat
State Senator from eastern Union County,
has a law firm named Weiner-Lesniak
that does business with many govern-
mental entities, almost all of which are
Democrat controlled. Garwood has been
exposed to Lesniak and his law firm,
since they represented the development
of the MEWs and also the failed applicant
for St. Anne’s. These developers are do-
nors to Lesniak and his political cam-
paigns.

Subsequently, we ended up with a sub-
standard project in the MEWs as the
porches were collapsing and walls of the
town homes, with residents living there
already, had to be demolished to correct
erroneous construction. Five years ago,
when Mr. Lombardo became the Demo-
crat party chairman of Garwood, he also
“coincidentally” got a good job in the
Union County government, which is also
Democrat controlled. In essence, now
Mr. Lombardo could be counted on for
allegiance to Sen. Lesniak.

It was from Sen. Lesniak’s control, in
the late ’90’s, the RVSA board had sud-
denly voted to change the legal firm for
the RVSA to Wiener-Lesniak. In the 10
years since installing Lesniak’s law firm,
billings went from $50,000 per year aver-
age to close to $500,000 last year. This is
all paid by our tax monies we pay the
RVSA. At the end of last year, after
seeing the RVSA/ Lesniak legal billings
skyrocket, certain factions of the board
introduced a vote to consider two other
legal firms to replace Wiener-Lesniak.
Unfortunately, the vote went to retain
Weiner-Lesniak with Mr. Lombardo vot-
ing for Lesniak. If the vote to privatize the
RVSA went through, Mr. Lesniak’s law
firm would have made hundred’s of thou-
sands of dollars more of taxpayer money
for studies and commissions reports.

Mr. Lombardo has sworn to be totally
partisan. I feel it is a conflict in as such he
does not represent the residents anymore
but now represents a political party. In
good conscience and with respect to the
residents, you should not reappoint Mr.
Lombardo to the RVSA.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

In July, 1962, Ed Topar, now of
Mountainside, and I were serving with
the New Jersey Air National Guard at
Otis Air Force Base, Massachusetts. Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy would routinely
arrive at the base on his way to the family
home in Hyannis. On one Saturday morn-

ing, an Air Force public affairs officer
from Linden arranged for us to watch the
arrival of the President.

I was a Newark Evening News photog-
rapher at the time and shot a photo of the
vibrant President Kennedy as he clasped
a small girl’s hand. On the recent 45th
anniversary of his assassination, the Cape
Cod Times published my photo along
with a request to readers to help identify
the girl. In just a day, Nancy Newman
Baumgarten, now of Glen Cove, Ill., con-
tacted the paper. She said the picture
showed her at eight years old, along with
her late father, newspaperman Larry
Newman. She also identified the base
commander, Lt. Col. Ernie White.

Now it would be great to find that
friendly Linden native who helped to
make the picture possible. I’ve forgotten
his name, but perhaps, once again, read-
ers may be able to identify him and con-
tact your newspaper.

Jim Lowney
Toms River

Editor’s Note: If anyone knows the
name of the Linden man sought in this
letter, please send an e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

Why Would UN Allow Palestinians
To Put School In Harms Way?

Dead children at a UN school in Gaza
...how horrific. Why on earth would Pal-
estinian leaders use an area right by such
a school as a staging area for mortar
attacks into Israel? Why would the UN
allow it? Civilians will be tragically killed
until Hamas stops using them as shields.
Such leaders. They continue to surround
themselves and their arms caches with
women and children in the hope that it
will protect them or draw Israeli fire that
results in civilian casualties and photos in
the paper. This is child abuse.

More than 3,200 rockets and mortars
were launched into towns and farms in
Israel just in 2008. Rockets that have no
military target. Rockets that intentionally
target civilians and only civilians. I was in
Sderot in 2006 with 12 chiefs of staff of
U.S. Congressmen. The siren went off as
we had lunch and the mayor told us we did
not have to worry because our room was
safe. But children and adults outside had
15 to 20 seconds to get to shelter. Chil-
dren wet the bed and cry at night. Parents
do not want them to play outside. Some
have since left their hometowns.

One in eight Israelis is now in range of
the larger rockets Hamas has smuggled
into Gaza since 2005. Israel pulled all of
its civilians and soldiers out of Gaza at
that time (and left community centers,
synagogues and some greenhouses in
place) in hopes that Palestinians would
prepare to be a state and a neighbor.
Instead the leaders spent their time and
resources on creating a new crop of mar-
tyrs, building up the supply of rockets and
mortars and sending them into Israel.
Such a waste. Such a shame.

What would you have Israel do? Pull-
ing out of Gaza did not work (in fact it has
made many Israeli towns vulnerable.)
Talk has not worked. Threats of retalia-
tion have not worked. Even now the bomb-

ing of Gaza has not completely stopped
the rockets. Israel asks only what the
quartet of world leaders set out as condi-
tions; 1, recognize that Israel does have a
right to exist; 2, abandon the
terror…whether rockets or human sui-
cide bombers; 3, accept existing agree-
ments between Israelis and Palestinians.

Is this really too much to ask? It is time
for all good people to say to Palestinians
and to all the Arab and Muslim
world…enough! Jews have a right to one
tiny country the size of New Jersey. That
country is called Israel and is in the Middle
East. Think of it. Palestinians could have
had a country in 1947, and many times
after that, if they and the leaders of the
Arab and Muslim world only accept this.

Allyson Gall
American Jewish Committee

Millburn

Join Your Local
First Aid Squad

A new year, coupled with the troubled
economy, has many New Jerseyans re-
examining their future and re-evaluating
priorities. People today endeavor to spend
their time more productively and make a
difference. One sure way to positively
impact many lives, including your own, is
to join your local volunteer first-aid squad.
Shrinking municipal budgets, New
Jersey’s aging population, congested
roads and the ever-present threat of ter-
rorism are just some of the reasons EMS
volunteers are indispensable.

Being an EMS volunteer instills a sense
of pride and accomplishment; enables
one to knowledgeably aid friends and
strangers in times of dire need; helps keep
down local taxes, and provides opportu-
nities to learn life-saving skills.

Volunteer EMS experience helps steer
people toward paid careers in healthcare,
which are more recession-proof than most
occupations. Because many people find
their EMS experience so rewarding, they
often continue volunteering for years.

The 80-year-old nonprofit New Jersey
State First Aid Council represents more
than 20,000 EMS volunteers affiliated
with 365 first-aid and rescue squads. For
help in launching your EMS career, visit
njsfac.org or call (732) 988-9110.

Sue Van Orden
Lincoln Park

President, NJ First Aid Council

Thank Goodness for School Boards
(Yes, School Boards)

Few people question the need for their
local planning board or their town coun-
cil. Yet some people believe school boards
somehow represent an archaic form of
government – that they don’t matter, and
might even be expendable.

Heaven forbid! In this age when state
and federal officials seem increasingly
insulated from hometown concerns,
school boards do matter very much in-
deed.

Here’s why: education is that impor-
tant. Education has become a top priority
in all communities. Property values are
determined in no small part by the quality
of the public schools. Think about it: the
first question a prospective homeowner
asks is, ‘What are the schools like here?’
If you want to raise the desirability and
the quality of life of your community,
start with your schools.

Yes, education is that important. So it
stands to reason that a community should
have a voice at the local level, with the
sole responsibility of shaping the quality
of its school system.

A voice for all. An estimated three
fourths of the adult population does not
have school-age children. Yet public edu-
cation impacts everyone: business own-
ers hiring staff, universities enrolling stu-
dents, and of course, homeowners paying
property taxes. School boards don’t run
schools (that’s the job of school adminis-
trators). Rather, school boards ensure the
schools are well run – and they’re ac-
countable to everyone.

Remove school boards, and you’ve
lost the voice of the people. It’s that
simple.

Of the community, for the community.
Teachers, principals, school administra-
tors – even state education officials – all
play an irreplaceable role in public educa-
tion. But they all have a personal financial
stake in the process, and most have pow-
erful labor unions watching over their
interests. Furthermore, nothing requires
them to live in their school district where
they work.

School board members, who are en-
tirely unpaid, are the only people in pub-
lic education who are from the commu-
nity, selected by the community, to serve
the community.

Well-trained by law, school board
members must attend NJSBA training
during each of the first three years of their
first term in office, and once again each
time they are re-elected or reappointed.
No other elected officials in the state – not

mayors, county freeholders, state legisla-
tors or our Congressional representatives
– are required to undergo any kind of
professional development…and certainly,
nothing of this magnitude. The people
guiding your school system are among
the best-trained public officials our state
has ever seen.

Delivering success. New Jerseyans re-
ceive a solid return on their investment in
education. The Garden State consistently
ranks at the head of the class in national
assessments of student achievement. The
National Assessment of Educational
Progress, called the “Nation’s Report
Card,” ranks New Jersey among the top
handful of states in students’ math, read-
ing and writing skills. Our high-school
graduation rate is the best in the nation.
It’s no wonder that the National Center
for Public Policy and Education gave
New Jersey schools a grade of “A” in how
well we prepare students for college.

If education is indeed a “number one”
priority, wouldn’t you demand to have a
panel of watchdogs, beholden to the com-
munity, who is accessible and account-
able to the community? Well, such a body
exists, and it’s called the school board.

Thank goodness we have them.
Note: citizens who want to be school

board candidates for the April 21, annual
school election must submit a nominating
petition to the school district by March 2.
For more information, ask for NJSBA’s
Candidate Kit at your local school board
office, or go online to njsba.org.

Harry Delgado, President
NJ School Boards Association

“The Tough
Get Going”
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MAYORAL VISIT…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky visited the town’s his-
toric Miller-Cory House Museum December 26 to tape a segment for his television
show “Hometown,” which is shown on TV 36, Westfield’s official station. The piece
will be aired later this month. Pictured at the building where museum cooks prepare
Colonial recipes over an open hearth on Sundays, from left to right, are: Fran Gold,
president of the Miller-Cory Volunteer Board; Mayor Skibitsky, and Lowell
Schantz, chairman of the Miller-Cory Board of Governors.

Ron MacCloskey to Present
Charles Addams Program

Charles Addams

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society will host local performer/
writer Ron MacCloskey on Friday,
January 23, when he will discuss the
life and work of cartoon-
ist Charles Addams.

Born in Westfield in
January 1912, Mr.
Addams was the creator
of the macabre charac-
ters who became the ba-
sis for The Addams Fam-
ily movies, cartoon se-
ries and television show.
His childhood home at
552 Elm Street is a his-
toric landmark and,
along with others in
Westfield, is said to have
been the inspiration for the Addams
family mansion in his cartoons.

Mr. Addams graduated from
Westfield High School in 1929 and
drew many cartoons for the school
newspaper. He was said to be fond of
visiting the Presbyterian Cemetery
on Mountain Avenue, and his nick-
name while in Westfield was “Chill.”
His cartoons appeared regularly in
The New Yorker magazine.

Mr. Addams, who died in 1988, was
among 20 Westfielders recently named
as charter inductees into the newly
created Westfield Hall of Fame. The
Hall of Fame honors those Westfielders
who have made significant contribu-
tions in their chosen field, had a sig-
nificant impact on the town, state or
nation, and have brought pride and
recognition to Westfield.

Mr. MacCloskey has been a life-

long fan of Mr. Addams’ work and
was instrumental in creating the
Charles Addams Art Scholarship at
Westfield High School. The schol-

arship has awarded more
than $3,000 to Westfield
students since its incep-
tion in 1992.

The program will begin
at 7:30 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad
Street. Light refreshments
will be served. Admission
is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information,
call the Westfield Histori-
cal Society at (908) 233-

1794 or e-mail
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Teen Study Nights
Available at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer Teen
Study Nights at the library for stu-
dents seeking a quiet place to prepare
for their January mid-terms.

Study Nights will be held on Thurs-
day, January 22, Monday, January
26, and Tuesday, January 27, be-
tween 7 and 10 p.m. in the library’s
Program Room. The library’s nor-
mal closing hour of 9 p.m. will be
extended to 10 p.m.

Light refreshments will be served.
No advance registration is required. To
learn more about the Teen Study Nights
or other library programs for adults and
children, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
Individuals also may stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

WITNESS TO HISTORY…Noel
Brown of Westfield, pictured, will be
the guest speaker at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Association of Westfield’s
Twenty Second Annual Interfaith Com-
memorative Service on Monday, Janu-
ary 19, at 1 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Mr. Brown witnessed one of
the most volatile periods of the civil
rights movement in Birmingham, Ala.
in 1963. All are invited to join the march
to the church beginning at 12:15 p.m.
from the Martin Luther King, Jr. me-
morial on South Avenue in Westfield.

G.M. Florino, MD
Medical Director

NSULTATION AND SKIN EVALUATION
ll Laser Packages

COMPLIMENTARY CON
al

GG

OO
(732) 306-6065

Hair RemovalHair Removal Large Pores
Rosacea Leg Veins Facial Veins
Sun Damage

Super Discount Packages on

Treatments done by our male and female staff.

www.westfieldlaserskincare.com
100% Financing Available

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
WE ALSO PARTICIPATE WITH CARE CREDIT

Convenient on-site parking available!

Now is the time... Get ready for Summer with
Laser Hair Removal & Sun Damage Repair!!

Wesley Hall
School for Early Childhood

Morning and Afternoon Sessions
21/2 years old – 5 years old

Lunch and Enrichment Classes Available
FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN

To schedule a School Tour:
Call Monday-Friday
Between 9:00 – 2:00

908-233-9570

Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood
1 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey  07090

Registration for School Year 2009-2010
February 4th

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Open House Events Set
For Nursery School-K
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Nursery School and Kindergarten will
hold a series of open house events
that will take place today, Thursday,
January 15, and on Wednesday and
Thursday, January 21 and 22.

Parents will have the opportunity
to experience a day at the school.
They will be able to tour all the
classrooms, from 2½ years old
through kindergarten, and meet the
teachers. Tours will take place from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and are available by
appointment. To make an appoint-
ment, call (908) 233-0766.

The program encompasses the ar-
eas of language arts, mathematics,
science, social studies, creative arts
and music through hands-on experi-
ences in the medium of play. The
children enjoy outside and indoor
playgrounds, walks through
Mindowaskin Park and field trips.

Mail-in registration has begun and
will conclude on Friday, February 6.
The Presbyterian Nursery School and
Kindergarten is located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield. All forms
may be picked up at one of the open
house events or the office.

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Folk Music Café Set
At Library Tonight

Shabbat Play ’n Pray
To Be Held at Temple
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community with children
ages 4 and under to a special Shabbat
Play ’n Pray event on Saturday, Janu-
ary 24, featuring music, maracas,
puppets and parachutes.

Led by Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham and Stu-
dent Cantor Vicky Glikin, this 30-
minute service will begin at 11:15
a.m. and will be followed by a free
bagel brunch in the temple playroom.

Temple Sholom is located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Attendees are asked to enter through
the doors facing Martine Avenue. For
more information, call (908) 889-4900,
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Dream of Equality Advances
With Historic Inauguration
By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

Some are saying that Rosa Parks
sat, Martin Luther King, Jr. walked,
and Barack Obama ran…and he won.
Next Tuesday’s inauguration of the
44th president of the United States,
the first African-American, is an
event to be observed, noted and cel-
ebrated. Whether or not someone
personally voted for Mr. Obama, his
presidency is historic because it is a
first. A first of anything is usually
the hardest to achieve. Once a first
has occurred, it often opens the way
for others to follow.

When barriers are removed so
that our children can dream dreams
and accomplish those dreams, it is
truly worthy of celebration. Hope-
fully someday soon the barrier for
women also will be lifted as we
elect the first woman president.

On Monday our nation will ob-
serve Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day. Perhaps his most famous
speech was his “I Have a Dream”
speech. In that speech Dr. King pow-
erfully said, “I have a dream that
my four little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not
be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their charac-
ter.” Truly our nation has come a
long way over the decades since
those words first moved us.

Christians celebrate the removal
of barriers in our lives. Removing
barriers is exactly what Jesus did
for us by restoring us to himself. As

St. Paul writes, “For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor fe-
male, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” Galatians 3:27-28.

Christians believe that the great-
est barrier of all is the barrier that
our sinful nature erected. More dev-
astating than the Berlin Wall which
once separated East from West, this
barrier separates us from God, and
therefore also from one another. This
is the barrier that results in the rac-
ism of white versus black and black
versus white. Without God’s inter-
vention through Christ, we don’t
just lose an election; we lose every-
thing of lasting value.

The beginning of next week will
provide us with two opportunities –
first an opportunity for reflection
and then an opportunity for celebra-
tion. May we as a nation pray that
these days serve as springboards for
more dreams to become realities.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Kritsch is in his 21st
year as senior pastor at the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church and
School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Library Announces Events
For Poe’s Bicentennial Year
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will celebrate
the 200th birthday of Edgar Allan
Poe with two special programs to
take place this month.

On Tuesday, January 20, the Poe
Bicentennial Round-Raven Reading
Group will be held beginning at 7
p.m. Poe aficionados are invited to
participate in a group reading of fa-
vorite tales and poems written by the
“master of the macabre.”

The Poe 200th Birthday Movie

Marathon is scheduled from noon to 8
p.m. on Wednesday, January 21. Par-
ticipants are invited to experience Poe’s
work as Vincent Price interprets The
Pit and The Pendulum, The Masque of
the Red Death and other tales.

Both of these events are open to
adults and teenagers in seventh grade
and up. Younger middle school stu-
dents are welcome to attend when
accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Interested individuals are encour-
aged to pre-register for either pro-
gram. To register, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

These presentations will be held in
the library’s Community Room. All
programs at the library are free and
open to everyone. The library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of the
township. For further information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

Library Friends Plan
‘Journey to Candyland’

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will host
the return of “Journey to Candyland”
on Saturday, January 24, at 10:30
a.m. at the library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Annie Hickman will combine
weaving with dance. Pre-registration
is required and space is limited. Parents
are asked not to bring children under
age 4. To sign up, call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 3, stop by the library or
visit wmlnj.org.

La Leche Meeting Set
Today at Area Church
WESTFIELD – La Leche League

of Westfield, a Union County branch
of the international breastfeeding in-
formation group, will begin a new
series of four monthly meetings today,
Thursday, January 15, at 10 a.m. at a
new location.

It will take place at the Cranford
United Methodist Church, located at
201 Lincoln Avenue, East, on the cor-
ner of Walnut Avenue. This month’s
topic is “The Multiple Advantages of
Breastfeeding to Mother and Baby.”

Experienced, new or expectant moth-
ers are all invited, and children are
always welcome. Ample time will be
allotted for questions during and after
the discussion. A library and reprints
also are available. For more informa-
tion, call Ronnie at (908) 964-1360,
Michelle at (908) 687-2518, De at (908)
233-7164 or Mari at (908) 233-6513.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library
will present its next Folk Music Café
tonight, Thursday, January 15, from
7 to 8:45 p.m. at the library, located
on Constitution Plaza. Folk musician
Spook Handy and the Karen and Jeff
Duo with Jeff Penque and Karen
Fairweather will be featured.

Following the lead performers will
be a song share, during which audi-
ence members can request or lead
songs. A piano will be available. The
evening will be topped off by an infor-
mal jam session where all can join in.
Fresh coffee and desserts also will be
included. Admission is free. For more
details, visit  mountainsidelibrary.org
or call (908) 233-0115.

Single Jewish Friends
Post Lunch Outing

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch this Sunday, January 18, at
noon at Plaza Diner, located at 2066
Route 27 in Edison.

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal off the menu and tip. Interested
persons are asked to respond by con-
tacting Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or
roger678@optonline.net.

www.goleader.com

Barrs Welcome
 Daughter, Ainsley

Jon-Henry and Lauren Barr of Clark
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Ainsley Rose Barr, on Fri-
day, January 2, 2009, at 11:39 a.m. at
Saint Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

Ainsley weighed 7 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 18¼ inches in
length at birth.

Her mother is the former Lauren
Pass, formerly an editor with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The baby’s paternal grandparents
are Gary and Susan Barr of Clark.
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– Obituaries –

Margaret M. Chisholm, 73, Had Held
Nursing and Administration Positions
Margaret Mary (Maggie)

Chisholm, 73, of Hilton Head Island,
S.C. died on Monday, January 5, after
a courageous battle with cancer. She
was the beloved wife of 50 years of
Henry (Hank) Joseph Chisholm.

Born in Bangor, Me., she was a
graduate of the Catherine Laboure
School of Nursing in Dorchester, Mass.
and of Jersey City State University.

Prior to retiring to Hilton Head
Island in 1997, she resided in
Westfield, N.J., where she raised her
family. She held numerous nursing
and administration positions at
Rahway Hospital in Rahway, N.J.

Mrs. Chisholm was active in nu-
merous religious and civic activities,
including the Sea Pines Country Club
of Hilton Head Island, women’s and
bridge groups, and the American Can-
cer Society’s Reach to Recovery.

Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band, are four loving daughters and
their spouses, Elizabeth (Betty Ann)
and Keith Stinchcomb of New Provi-
dence, N.J., Sharon and Frederick
Dalton of West Hartford, Conn., Mar-
garet Mary (Peggy) and Christopher

Finn of Ridgewood, N.J. and Debbie
and Patrick Aitro of Foothill Ranch,
Calif. She also was a wonderful
grandmother to nine adoring grand-
children, Kyle and Kevin
Stinchcomb, Connor and Emma
Dalton, Brendan, Colin and Marga-
ret Mary (Molly) Finn, and Corey
and Sean Aitro.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Thursday, January 8,
at the Holy Family Catholic Church
of Hilton Head Island, and was fol-
lowed by burial at Six Oaks Cem-
etery in Hilton Head Island.

Memorial gifts may be made to the
American Cancer Society Hope
Lodge, 269 Calhoun Street, Charles-
ton, S.C. 29401 and to the Holy Fam-
ily Catholic Church, 24 Pope Av-
enue, Hilton Head Island, S.C. 29928.

The Island Funeral Home and Cre-
matory was in charge of the arrange-
ments.

January 15, 2009

Doris E. Rousseau

Doris E. Rousseau, 76, Earned Degree
From Cazenovia College in New York

Doris E. Rousseau, 76, of Vero
Beach, Fla. died on Monday, January
5, 2009, at Indian River Medical Cen-
ter in Vero Beach.

She was born December
20, 1932 in Plainfield, N.J.
and moved to Vero Beach 24
years ago, coming from
Cape May Point, N.J.

Mrs. Rousseau attended
the Calvary Baptist
Church of Sebastian, Fla.
and St. Peter’s by the Sea
Episcopal Church of Cape
May Point.

She graduated from
Cazenovia College in
Cazenovia, N.Y., Class of
1951, with an Associate Arts degree
of Business.

Mrs. Rousseau is survived by two
sons, Robert E. Rousseau of Vero
Beach and Gary L. (Sallie) Rousseau
of Villas, N.J.; a sister, Joan Leonhard

of Newtown, Pa.; six grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.

Her daughter, Renee
Behrens, predeceased her.

A memorial service was
held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 8, 2009, at the Calvary
Baptist Church of
Sebastian, Fla.

Donations may be made
to the Multiple Sclerosis
Society, 3659 Maguire
Boulevard, Suite 110, Or-
lando, Fla. 32803, in
memory of Mrs. Doris
Rousseau.

Arrangements were un-
der the direction of the Thomas S.
Lowther Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Vero Beach. Condolences may
be sent to
www.lowtherfuneralhome.com.

January 15, 2009

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

The Chelsea at Fanwood proudly presents

Ma’am and Other 4 Letter
Words - Humor Workshop

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the public – Please join us for this FREE entertaining workshop – Everyone is welcome!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

WHEN: Thursday, January 15, 2009
TIME: 7:30 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Please join us and Patricia Andrews, Founder of Broken Silence, for
an entertaining evening of positive energy and laughter! Patricia is a
minister, storyteller, motivational speaker and actress, sure to make

you laugh! Light refreshments will be served.

Joseph Beck, 89, Decorated Veteran;
Lived In Westfield and Mountainside

Joseph Albert “Joe” Beck, Jr., 89,
of Wooster, Ohio died of natural
causes on Monday, December 22,
2008, at the West View Manor Nurs-
ing Home in Wooster.

Joseph was born on August 4, 1919
in Pittsburgh, Pa., where he was raised.
He attended Mount Mercy and St.
Paul’s Cathedral elementary schools
and graduated from Central High
School in 1936. He enrolled in the
Carnegie Institute of Technology
(Carnegie-Mellon University), where
he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering in 1940.

While at Carnegie Tech, Joseph
joined the Army ROTC, and in the fall
of 1940, entered pilot training with the
Army Air Corps. He received his pilot’s
wings in May 1941. In 1942, he was
transferred to the Troop Carrier Com-
mand and went to England with the
first air corps units sent there. His unit
dropped paratroopers in the invasions
of North Africa, where he was shot
down and rescued, and Sicily.

In 1944, he was transferred back to
England and promoted to commander
of a newly arrived squadron. He flew
in the invasions of Normandy (D-
day) and Southern France. In Sep-
tember 1944 he was in the invasion of
Holland, where he was shot down and
remained in a German POW camp
until the end of the European war.

During his military career he was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, four
Air Medals, nine Battle Stars and the
Croix de Guerre. He reached the rank
of lieutenant colonel. After the war, he
left the service and attended graduate
school, receiving his Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from the
Harvard Business School in 1947.

In 1947, he went to South America,
where he lived and worked for 19
years in Uruguay, Venezuela and Ar-
gentina for a series of companies in-
cluding Coca-Cola, U.S. Steel Corp.
and H.B. Maynard. In 1966 he re-
turned to Pittsburgh, where he worked

for H.K. Porter Company before join-
ing Keystone Metals Co. in 1971 to
manage its Newark plant.

Joseph moved to Westfield in 1973,
and later lived in Mountainside, where
he resided until moving to Ohio in
2008. He retired from Keystone in
1985. After his retirement, he re-
mained with Keystone as a consult-
ant for several years before joining
the Engineer Corps of the Internal
Revenue Service, working first in New
York City and then in its Mountainside
office before retiring.

He was a member of the Harvard
Club of New York and had been a
member of the Pittsburgh Athletic
Association and of the Edgeworth
Club in Pittsburgh.

In 1950, Joseph married Martha Baez
in Montevideo, Uruguay and they had
three children. Joseph was predeceased
by his wife and by two sisters, Martha
Reid and Mary Cannon.

He is survived by his sisters, Rosina
Lewis of Pittsburgh and Jane Wells of
Sun City, Ariz.; his three children, Chris-
topher of Westfield, Andrew (Diane) of
Bedminster and Martha Philippon (Pe-
ter) of Wooster, Ohio, and three grand-
daughters, Michelle, Lisa and Jennifer
Philippon of Wooster, Ohio.

A Memorial Mass will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, February 7, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Online tributes may be
made at www.robertsfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care of Greater Wayne County,
2525 Back Orrville Road, Wooster,
Ohio 44691.

January 15, 2009

Floyd Hewitt

Rose I. Giunta, 92
Rose I. Giunta, 92, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, January 7, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

She was a lifelong resident of
Westfield, where she lived with her
nephew, Dr. John Caldora, his wife,
Beverly, and their son, John.

During World War II, she contrib-
uted to the war effort by being a
welder of warplanes in Linden. After
the war, she did millinery work in this
area and cared for her family.

She was a founding member of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield.

Her parents, three brothers and three
sisters predeceased her.

Surviving are many nieces and
nephews, grand- and great-grand-
nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held
on Monday, January 12, at St. Helen’s
Church. Burial was in the family plot
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Donations in her name may be made
to Helping Hands and Hearts of St.
Helen’s Church, 1600 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J. 07090, Atten-
tion: Marilyn Ryan.

January 15, 2009

Noe Leung-Wong, 84
Noe Leung-Wong, 84, of Garwood

died on Wednesday, January 7, at
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in Rahway.

Born in China, she had lived in
Hong Kong until moving to Garwood
eight years ago.

She was a homemaker.
Her husband, Chan Fun Leung,

predeceased her in 1958.
She was the mother of Lilian Louie,

Lan Fong Leung and the late Chiu
Chuen. Also surviving are two grand-
children.

A prayer service was held on Satur-
day, January 10, at the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to either the American Heart
Association or the American Diabe-
tes Association.

January 15, 2009

Kirk A. Strohmeier, 48
Kirk Alan Strohmeier, 48, of

Clearwater, Fla., formerly of Carteret,
N.J., died on Saturday, December 20.

Surviving are his loving wife, Geor-
gia, and daughters, Jennifer Farmer
and April Houchin; his son-in-law,
James Houchin, and his grandson,
Tavin. Also surviving are his parents,
Barbara and Raymond Strohmeier; a
brother, Keith, and his wife, Karenanne;
nephews Henry and Samuel, and many
beloved aunts, uncles, cousins and in-
numerable lifelong friends.

Friends may call at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield, on Saturday, January 17,
2009, from 1 until 3 p.m. A memorial
service will be held in his memory at
2 p.m. In lieu of flowers, donations in
his memory may be made to the char-
ity of one’s choice. For directions or
any questions, please visit
grayfuneralhomes.com.

January 15, 2009

Floyd Hewitt, 85, Was WPD Lieutenant;
Church Member and SAGE Volunteer

Floyd S. Hewitt, 85, of
Mountainside, formerly of Westfield,
died on Thursday, Janu-
ary 8, at Pine Run Health
Center in Doylestown, Pa.

Born on June 5, 1923 in
Miami, Fla., he was the
son of Calvin Reynolds
Hewitt and Sallie Prentice
Smith. Mr. Hewitt was
raised in Westfield and
graduated from Westfield
Senior High School in
1941. He joined the United
States Coast Guard and
served in the Pacific the-
ater during World War II.

He and his wife, Doris H.
Hewitt, were longtime members of the
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. Mrs. Hewitt, his wife of 61
years, predeceased him on May 2, 2008.

Mr. Hewitt joined the Westfield
Police Department in 1950 and com-
pleted 27 years of service as a lieuten-

ant. He subsequently became a com-
puter operator at Karnak Chemical

Corporation of Clark, re-
tiring in 1989.

He volunteered with
the SAGE Furniture Re-
pair Workshop.

Surviving are two sons,
James S. Hewitt of New
York City and David E.
Hewitt of Pipersville, Pa.

Services were held on
Tuesday, January 13, at
the Grace Church of
Westfield. Interment took
place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Grace Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, 1100 Boulevard, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

January 15, 2009

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Mary Giammalvo, 92, Was Salesperson;
Communicant of St. Helen’s Church

Mary L. Giammalvo, 92, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, January 10,
while under the gentle care of the
Center For Hope Hospice.

Born and raised in Petersburg, Va.,
she had lived in the Oakwood Section
of Staten Island, N.Y. from 1959 to
1998 and in Monroe, N.J. from 1998
to 2005, when she moved to Scotch
Plains.

Mrs. Giammalvo had been a sales-
person at the Garber Brothers De-
partment Store in Staten Island for 15
years.

She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield and a former communicant
of St. Charles Roman Catholic Church
in Staten Island.

Her husband, Vincent Giammalvo,
predeceased her in 2005.

Surviving are three daughters, Mary
Claire Ward, Katherine Dibble and
Carol Wallen; two sons, Vincent
Giammalvo and Stanley Giammalvo;
three sisters, Lydia Rosbicki, Eliza-
beth Dubowsky and Madeline King;
14 grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
January 16, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Janu-

ary 17, at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield. Burial will be at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Donations in her name may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

January 15, 2009

Split Level Concerts to Bring
Willie Nile to JCC January 31

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
residents Arlene and Mark Klemow
have for the past eight years opened
their home to friends and fellow music
lovers for 54 intimate house concerts –
with the Klemows personally choos-
ing the performers – in what has be-
come known as Split Level Concerts.

On Saturday, January 31, the
Klemows’ Split Level Concerts will
bring songwriter and showman Willie
Nile’s Live from the Streets of New
York to the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey from 8 to
11 p.m. Doors will open at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Nile was featured at the Klemows’
first house concert. Now in his 50s, he
released his first album more than 25
years ago and has been compared to
Bob Dylan and Bruce Springsteen.

This will be the first in a series of
Split Level Concerts at the JCC’s
Fusion Café. Natalia Zukerman is
slated for Saturday, March 7.

A bar buffet will be featured, or
attendees may order off the Fusion
Café menu (not included in the ticket
price). There also will be a cash beer
and wine bar.

The Willie Nile ticket price is $20 in
advance and $23 at the door. To pur-
chase tickets, contact Mike Goldstein
at mgoldstein@jccnj.org or (908) 889-

8800, extension no. 218. The JCC of
Central New Jersey is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Mildred Pachucki, 90
Mildred Pachucki, 90, of Westfield

died on Thursday, January 8, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she was
raised in Westfield and had lived in
Mountainside and Pompano Beach,
Fla. before moving back to Westfield.

Mrs. Pachucki, along with her late
husband, Chester, owned the Town
Hardware Store in Clark. Prior to
that, she had worked on the assembly
line for RCA in Woodbridge.

Her husband predeceased her in
2005. A grandson, Vincent DiGiorgio,
predeceased her in 1995.

Surviving are her daughter, Joyce
DiGiorgio; a granddaughter and six
great-grandchildren.

A memorial gathering was held on
Sunday, January 11, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations may be made in her
memory to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041.

January 15, 2009

Best Friend Shop Sales
To Benefit Needy Pets
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption has an-
nounced that it will hold a 50-per-
cent-off sale on all merchandise in
its thrift shop tomorrow and Satur-
day, January 16 and 17.

The shop, located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday and Mon-
day. Community members donate
all items sold in the shop for the
benefit of homeless animals.

New and slightly used items are
needed to restock the shop after the
holiday sales. The shop also is accept-
ing donations of canned and dry dog
and especially cat food, plus litter, for
its foster animals in need.

Monetary donations, which are tax-
deductible, also are needed and may
be sent to: Best Friend, P.O. Box 335,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. For more in-
formation, call (908) 486-0230. To
see pets who are awaiting permanent
homes, visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.
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HANCILES, RAYMOND, MARONEY, BOYD HIT 12+ PTS

Raider Basketball Boys Maul
Mariana Bracetti Acad., 74-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Spread the wealth” was the inten-
tion of the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) High School boys
basketball team and it worked well in
a 74-44 victory over Philadelphia-
based Mariana Bracetti Academy on
January 10.

With unselfish play, fine ball distri-
bution allowed three of the Raider
starters and the No. 6 man hit in
double figures in less than three quar-
ters, when the subs took over for the
remainder of the game.

“That is what we are trying to do
this year. We don’t have that one guy,
like we had last year, who we can lean
on for scoring. This year, it’s more of
a team effort. We have to have a good
inside presence so the floor can open
up for our guards offensively, said
Raider Head Coach Benny Martinez.
“Today, especially in the second half,
we did a very good job of moving the
basketball, getting the ball inside and
hitting shots once they collapsed in-
side. That’s something that we need
to do when we play some of the
bigger guns in the conference.”

Senior center Ishmil Raymond, who
pulled down nine rebounds and scored
13 points, was key in ball distribution

with five assists.
“Ishmil is a big part of what we do.

He’s very big. He’s talented. He can
shoot the ball. He can pass the ball, so
he’s very important because we can
look for him inside and we can use
him as a focal point in our high post
where he can pass the ball to our
guards,” coach Martinez said.

Senior forward Kevin Maroney (2
rebounds, 2 assists, steal) bucketed
13 points also, including a 3-pointer.

“Kevin looked confident today. He
shot the ball well. He’s our senior
leader. We need a big second half of
the year from him,” coach Martinez
said.

Melvin Hanciles (3 assists, 2 steals,

rebound) led the team with 14 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, and
Brandon Boyd came off the bench
and netted 12 points, including two 3-
pointers, three rebounds, three as-
sists and a steal.

“Brandon, we are looking for him
to be an offensive spark for us off the
bench. He’s streaky! There will be
times where he will hit two straight
threes. That’s what we need from him
and when he’s not on, for him to do
other things,” Martinez said.

Senior point guard Reggie Solomon
contributed three assists, two steals,
two rebounds and two points. Tim
Bonacum and Pat Dougher hit for

SABITINO SINKS 17, GRABS 9 RBS; HESS BUCKETS 16

Blue Devil Boys Shoot Down
Kardinal Basketballers, 71-43

DeFREITAS NIPS BUNDY IN THRILLER, FERRARA WINS

Blue Devils Rev in High Gear,
Rout Raider Wrestlers, 57-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven potential tossup bouts all
went in favor of a fired up Westfield
High School wrestling team in a 57-
6 victory over host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on January 9. Two bouts
were decided in overtime, one was
decided by one point and two may be
considered upsets. Despite the score,
the spirit of competition resided with
both teams.

“We figured it out five different
ways. We had us losing by three. We
had us winning by five, by 11, by 17.
I did not have us winning by 50 some-
thing points, ever,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “We won the
close ones. It was not a blowout! We
won two overtimes. We won 7-6. We

had Robby Granstrand pull off a pin
in a tossup match. Frantz came
through. Our conditioning helped us
and my kids committed themselves,
since last April, to this team. They
thought they deserved it.”

The first shocker occurred in the
third bout at 160-lbs when Blue Devil
Rob Granstrand hit Joe Sebolao, a
171-lb district champ last year, with a
lateral drop to record a fall in 2:14.
Blue Devil Bill Kim scored a
takedown to a nearfall in the third
overtime to record a 7-2 win over
Ryan McCarthy at 171-lbs then Alan
Workman scored a takedown in over-
time to top Antonio Dinizo, 3-1, at
189-lbs. Zach Frantz smothered An-
drew Jacobs in 2:31 at 215-lbs and
heavyweight Joe Kania lateral

dropped Caesar Bedia in 38 seconds.
After Blue Devil Sam Reichbach

seized a 16-0, 4:25, technical fall
over Albert Cortes in the first bout of
the evening at 145-lbs, Raider Mike
Ferrara upped his record to 7-1 when
he pancaked a stubborn Brian Henry
in 5:24 at 152-lbs.

“We knew the upper weights, we
were a little weaker there. They were
weaker there. Those were the swing
matches. In order for us to get a
victory, we needed to win all those
matches. They were all close and we
ended up losing all those matches,
which hurt our team momentum
wise,” Ferrara said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis received
a forfeit at 103-lbs and freshman Troy

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rebounding from a tough, one-
point loss to Linden just two days
before, the Westfield High School
boys basketball team controlled the
offensive and defensive boards and
added accurate passing, resulting in
18 assists, to subdue Kearny, 71-43,
in Westfield on January 8.

Junior 6’6” center Pat Sabitino be-
came the dominant Blue Devil on
both sides of the court with nine re-
bounds and 17 points, and sopho-
more Ryan Hess was on the mark
with 16 points. Sabitino also added a
pair of blocked shots and a steal,
while Hess added a pair of steals and
two rebounds.

“He has a lot of ability but he’s
been a little bit tentative this year, so
I challenged him to attack the rim, be
more aggressive and shoot the ball.
He really came out in the second half
and stepped up. He got it rolling and
got the momentum going,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly said of
Hess.

Senior point guard Chris Sheehan,
who had six rebounds and three points,
put the ball in the right place with six
assists and senior guard Mike Lessner
(3 points, 2 rebounds) added four
assists. Senior forward Tony DiIorio
pulled six boards, scored three points,
had two assists and snatched a ball.

“We preach guys to be unselfish.
Instruct each other that we are a team.

If you are working hard to get open,
we are going to get you the ball,”
coach Everly said.

“Less, Sheehan, Tony all did a good
job getting it in to me. I got a lot of
open looks, which accounted for al-
most half my points,” Sabitino said.

Sabitino and Hess bucketed seven
and six points, respectively, in the
first quarter, Sheehan hit two and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARDING OFF ATTACK AFTER ATTACK…Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas, left, had to ward off several leg takedown
attempts from Raider Tristan Bundy in a highly competitive bout at 125-lbs. DeFreitas won 4-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG UNDER THE OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE BOARDS…Blue Devil Pat Sabitino, No. 43, pulled down nine
rebounds and scored 17 points against the Kearny Kardinals.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!
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MOUNTAINSIDE
5000sq ft Bucks County Colonial .To be built on private
lane,1.1 tranquil acres.Builders plans or upgrade to 6000
sq ft amentities galore. MLS 2544624
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Tudor-style new construction in Wilson School area.
4000+sq ft, 5 bedrooms, 4.1bths. Call for details. MLS
2514049
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Beautifully restored historic home close to town & NYC
transportation.Wonderful details includes stained glass
windows , pocket doors & more. MLS 2614657
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Exclusive Listing-Pristine Col w/3 BR, 2 full bths, LR w/fpl, FDR, 3-
season rm, EIK, fin bsmt, fenced yd. Everything is updated & new.
Move right in! Close to town, schools, shopping & parks. MLS 2625447

Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
4 bedroom , 2 full bath home with  2/formal Living
rooms  & Dining room, large. country kit. w/breakfast
bar. Fenced yard. MLS 2618089
Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
Fabulous luxury home with grand staircase on beautiful mature
treelined acre property... 4th house on quiet cul-de-sac of 5 new
homes. Elegantly styled moldings, custom colors, gourmet eat-in
kitchen with granite tops and stainless steel appliances opens to
large family room with gas fireplace. First floor spacious in-law suite,
library and gracious dining room with detailed lighting. MLS 2542900
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Wonderful open front porch new Mahoney Col close to Franklin
School featuring a foyer, formal Living & Dining  rooms,gourmet
EIK open to Fam Rm w/fplc & nice MBR suite w/full bth & lg
closet.Quality built w/great attn to detail thru-out. MLS 2603968
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Amazing opportunity to own a like-new 3000+sq ft home
by Michael Mahoney. Wonderful master suite, fplc, gourmet
kit, brkfst rm open to lg fam rm & more. MLS 2624981
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
To be built. New colonial by Michael Mahoney. 2story
foyer, hardwd flrs, kit w/granite, master suite. Call for
more details. MLS 2547194
Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
Quality construction, materials & details; extensive moldings,
granite counters, cherry kitchen cabinets, full hardwood floors,
Andersen tilt-in windows, 14 course basement & expansive
walk-up attic.  Home Warranty Included.. MLS 2486870
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
This lovely 3-4 bedroom, 2 full bath home updated with high quality
amenities. The gourmet kitchen,cherry cabinets, Fisher-Paykel
dishwasher, professional style range and ovens. The living room
w/ stone wall gas fireplace and informal dining room complete
the living area of the main floor. The ground level features an
expansive family room, a full bath and a den/office. MLS 2609766
Westfield 908-233-5555

$2,500,000 $1,950,000 $1,190,000

$599,900 $579,000 $479,900

$1,600,000

$1,059,000 $919,000

$829,000 $739,000

$599,000

Wonderful 3yr young NeedlePoint colonial. Eat-in
kitchen, family room fireplace, master suite, rec room,
living room fireplace & more. MLS 2549839



Page 10  Thursday, January 15, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

January 14, 1998: A great example
of teamwork and individual effort
ignited a final-quarter scoring blaze,
which rewarded the Blue Devil boys’
basketball team with a 48-46 victory
over hosting Bayonne. Blue Devil
junior Tom Langton became a major
stumbling “block” for Bayonne as he
“batted” away its chances. Langton
pulled down 13 rebounds and regis-
tered 11 blocked shots.

January 15, 1998: Who will be the
next Raider to step forward and be the
star? Will it be Dave Gewirtz, Don
Patterson, Jeff Feighner, Ben
Martinez, Doug Bishop, or all of the
above? Boom! This time, it was Ben
Martinez who dazzled the fans and
the Kearny boys’ basketball team, as
the Raiders “krushed” the Kardinals,
60-38, in Scotch Plains to scoop up
their 10th straight victory without a
defeat this season. Not since 1948
had the Raiders been 10-0.

January 15, 2000: Jesse Coxson
was named the Most Outstanding
Swimmer at the 21st Pirate Invita-
tional Championships. Coxson won
the 200- and 500-yard freestyles for
the second straight year, plus anchored
two winning relays as the Blue Dev-
ils, ranked No. 1 in the state in the
Gannett Top 10, won the team title by
a slim 269-261 margin over the host
Pirates of West Windsor-Plainsboro
South. The meet wasn’t decided until
the final few inches, when Coxson
touched out WW-P captain Cara Drum
to win the 400-free relay.

January 16, 2002: After losing the
first three bouts, the Raider wrestling

team used technical superiority and
perseverance to win nine of the last
11 bouts and to claim a 46-22 victory
over host Westfield. Undefeated 140-
lb. senior Lucas Francavilla started
the Raider eruption with a 12-3, ma-
jority decision over Lee Tomasso and
119-lb. sophomore Eric Connolly
ended it with a crucial 2-0, overtime
win over junior Joe DeCampo. Blue
Devil freshman Tom DelDuca
grabbed a 9-0, majority decision over
130-lb. Anthony Ferrante.

January 15, 2003: The Blue Devil
boys ice hockey team buried Wayne
Valley, 6-2. Senior center Brian Luck
netted two goals. Also scoring were
freshman left wing Sal Esposito, se-
nior center David Falk, sophomore
left wing Ryan Madaras and senior
left wing Kirt Giresi.

Still Wondering Why
We’re the Blue Devils

Here it is, almost a full decade into
the 21st century, and does anybody
have any idea why Westfield Senior
High School is called the Blue Devils?
Should it be that difficult a problem?
This is not the FBI and CIA withhold-
ing important information about the
Kennedy Assassination.

All we know, for semi-sure, is that
sometime in the 1940s, the local news-
papers, the Weather Vane and Hi’s Eye
started adding Blue Devils to their
stories about the school’s sports teams.
Previously, they had merely called the
team the Elm Streeters, the Blue and
White, the Elm Street Eleven (foot-
ball), Five (basketball), Nine (base-
ball) or thinclads (track), the
Duncanites (after coach Bob Duncan)
or the Freemanites (after coach Joe
Freeman), etc. Then, from out of no-
where, we became the Blue Devils.

Not even former town historian
Ralph Jones or former star athlete
Chick Miller, who can seemingly re-
member every pitch he ever saw and
goes back to the days of Jim Turpin,
John Chironna and Bobby Dougherty,
could pinpoint the first appearance of
Blue Devils with any accuracy.

The first mention of Blue Devils in
the Weather Vane appears in the 1943
yearbook. There is no mention in the
1940, ’41 or ’42 Weather Vanes. In my
book “100 Years of Blue Devils Foot-
ball,” the first mention of Blue Devils
is during the 1940 season, which means
the name appeared somewhere (Leader,
Daily Journal, Courier-News, Newark
Evening News), then disappeared for
two years.

But there is no mention anywhere
that I’ve found that gives any reason
for the sudden appearance of the Blue

Devils in articles. Isn’t there usually a
vote among the student body or the
Board of Education? Something! Any-
thing!

And why a Devil for a school nick-
name in Westfield? The Jersey Devil is
fairly famous, but isn’t that mostly a
South Jersey thing, down in the Pine
Barrens? But we’re talking slightly-
to-the-right Westfield here, and any
mention of a Devil in those antedilu-
vian days would have had to raise
some upper-crust eyebrows. What
next? Renaming Elm Street (or Dorian
Road) as Route 666?

There are currently 13 New Jersey
high school teams that have Devils in
their nickname:

Blue Devils: Burlington City, Cen-
tral of Newark, Ewing, Hammonton,
St. Dominic Academy, Shore,
Westfield, Wood-Ridge.

Red Devils: Hunterdon Central,
Penns Grove, Rancocas Valley, Ridge.

Devils: Denville Tech.
Hammonton is located closest to the

Pine Barrens, and so the “Blueberry
Capital of the World” should get first
dibs on being a Blue Devil, although
they’d be more in tune if they had
something about blueberries, or pies
in their nickname. The Blue Berries?

Don’t laugh. Some of the best nick-
names in New Jersey, and around the
country, were done that way. Like the
Hasbrouck Heights Aviators, Fort Lee
Bridgemen, Teaneck Highwaymen,
Long Branch Green Wave, Bernards
Mountaineers, Phillipsburg Stateliners,
Florence Flashes, Belvidere County
Seaters, Gov. Livingston Highlanders,
Lakewood Piners, Roxbury Gaels,
Summit Hilltoppers, Rutgers Prep Ar-
gonauts, Henry Hudson Admirals,

Willingboro Chimeras, St. Augustine
Prep Hermits.

Through the wonder of “google,”
and because somebody apparently has
too much time on his hands, the Den
was able to track down some of the
great nicknames of high schools across
the country. Like the above-mentioned
N.J. nicknames, these are what a high
school and a nickname should be:

In Arkansas, the Fordyce Red Bugs.
In Indiana, the Frankfort Fighting

Hot Dogs, the Speedway Sparkplugs.
In Massachusetts, the Brockton Box-

ers (Brockton is the home of former
heavyweight champion Rocky
Marciano), the Martha’s Vineyard
Vineyarders, the Nantucket Whalers,
the Provincetown Fishermen.

In Pennsylvania, the Bangor Slaters
(up in the coal-mine country), the
Northampton Konkrete Kids (the
school is located in the Cementon sec-
tion of the township).

In Texas, the Hamlin Pied Pipers
(Hamlin is the home of the Pied Piper
Farms’ famous Hereford cows), the
Fort Worth Polytechnic (Poly) Parrots.

In Utah, the Jordan Beetdiggers.
In West Virginia, the Inwood

Musselman Applemen (home of the
famous applesauce company; the
school’s T-shirts say: Fear the Apple!)

Those are terrific nicknames.
But for the most part, nicknames are

just seemingly given out randomly, or
just for the sound, i.e., Clark Crusad-
ers, Cranford Cougars, Gateway
Gators, Jackson Jaguars, Roselle Rams,
Sparta Spartans, Steinert Spartans, etc.

According to the NJSIAA 2008-09
School Directory, here are the most
(over?) used nicknames among the
state’s nearly 400 schools:

Panthers 20, Lions 18, Eagles 17,
Knights and Raiders 15, Cougars and
Rams 14, Bulldogs and Tigers 13, Fal-
cons and Spartans 10, Indians, Mus-
tangs and Vikings 9, Blue Devils, Cru-
saders and Warriors 8, Bears, Hawks
and Patriots 7, Hornets and Wildcats 6,
Braves, Cardinals, Chiefs, Jaguars and
Lancers 5.

Except in rare instances, there should
be no school nicknames for:

@ animals of any kind (although
Scotties would be OK for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood);

@ Indians of any kind (except in the
Lenape-Cherokee-Shawnee-Seneca
district);

@ birds of any kind (the Kearny
Kardinals being an exception).

And schools should not be allowed
to call themselves Buccaneers, Pirates
or Vikings unless they are located near
the ocean, a river or a lake.

Here is a list of other schools that are
also called Westfield High School, with
their nicknames.
In Sydney, Australia, the Westfield
Sports High School Wallabies.
In Casey, Illinois, the Westfield War-
riors.
In Indiana, the Westfield Shamrocks.
In Akron, Iowa, the Westfield West-
erners.
In Massachusetts, the Westfield Bomb-
ers.
In New York, the Westfield Academy
and Central School WACS, or the Wol-
verines. (Note: the WACS are located
20 miles from SUNY Fredonia … the
Blue Devils!)
In Houston, Texas, the Westfield Mus-
tangs.
In Chantilly, Virginia, the Westfield
Bulldogs.
In Wisconsin, the Westfield Pioneers.

A school nickname should be unique
to each school and each town. But it’s
really tough to come up with something
that’s unique to Westfield and the high
school, while keeping the school col-
ors. The Blue Flames? The Blue Notes?
The Blue Caps? The Blue Bloods? The
Blues? The (exit) 135ers? The Adams
Apples? (Old-timers will recall the
towne’s original first three phone digits
of 232 and 233 stood for ADAms.)

Wait, how about this? Since more
than 90 percent of WHS graduates go
on to college, and a very high percent-
age goes to Ivy League or high caliber
schools like Notre Dame, Penn State,
Virginia, NYU, etc., why don’t we call
Westfield “The Prep”? Then, instead
of towne residents spending thousands
of dollars for their kids to go to a
“prep” school in South Orange or Jer-
sey City or Lawrence Township, or
some faux prep school in Bernards or
Morris township, they could just send
their kids to WHS – “The Prep.”

Got any better ideas? OK, how about
we just stay the Blue Devils … but
could somebody please tell when and
why that started?

WRESTLING UPDATE
Bill Kim, Alan Workman and Zach

Frantz were a combined 13-27 a year
ago, so coach Glen Kurz wasn’t sure
what to expect when WHS brought a
slim 11-5 lead into Kim’s 171-pound
match last Friday against SP-F. Less
than 15 minutes later, WHS had a 23-5
advantage en route to a rousing 57-6
victory that Kurz would later call, “the
most exciting, memorable match of my
career. I’ll take this one to my grave.”

Kim and Workman scored “upset”
wins, both in double overtime, and
Frantz decked his man in 2:31. This
after Rob Granstrand had planted a
defending district champion at 160,
and before Nick DeFreitas had avenged
three losses to Tristan Bundy – includ-
ing an overtime setback in the ’08
district final – with a takedown just 18
seconds from the end. “That one put
the icing on the cake,” Kurz said.

DeFreitas and senior classmate Sam
Reichbach (who won by a technical fall
at 145) had been 0-3 vs. SP-F in dual
meets, while Joe Panarese (a 7-6 win-
ner at 140) won his first after two losses.

The 57 points was the most WHS
has ever scored against SP-F, the pre-
vious high being a 54-18 win in 1996.
And the 12 individual victories was
another best vs. the Raiders for WHS,
which now leads the series 28-21-3.
SP-F had won the past seven meetings.

SWIMMING UPDATE
Fifteen seasons have come and 15

seasons have gone since the last time
the WHS boys swim team defeated
Metuchen St. Joseph. Back in 1993,
the Hertell-Mann-Schwartz-Smith-led
Blue Devils coasted to a 114-66 win,
their fourth straight over Joe’s. Since
then, it’s been all Joe’s. But today, 2:30
p.m. at the Wallace Pool, coach Jeff
Knight’s guys, ranked No. 2 in the
state, will be looking to end that drought
against the No. 7 Falcons. And in the
equally high-caliber girls meet today,
coach Brooke Smith’s third-ranked
girls team will be looking to knock off
parochial power fifth-ranked Mount
St. Mary for the second straight year. A
year ago, WHS ended the Mount Li-
ons’ 61-meet unbeaten streak 91-79.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Alexi Kuska (’08), a freshman at

Richmond, will be among the partici-
pants at this weekend’s Swimming
World College Conference Carnival at
Rutgers. The two-day meet (tomorrow
and Saturday) features host Rutgers,
Richmond, North Carolina and Florida.

There will be 12 swimming events
and two diving events – both male and
female. Competition starts at 6:30 p.m.
both days and all proceeds will go the
“Frank Elm Endowed Scholarship” at
Rutgers, in honor of the school’s long-
time former coach.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is wrestler
Alan Workman. After earning a criti-
cal double-overtime decision in
Friday’s win against SP-F, the senior
189-pounder (he weighs 175) had three
pins on Saturday in wins over North
Plainfield, Madison and Bound Brook
– including the match-clincher in the
36-26 win over Madison, which had
beaten WHS 75-6 and 54-15 the past
two years.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Alan Workman

Varsity Wrestling

Devil Boys Get 5th, Girls 6th
At Union County Relays

The Westfield High School boys
winter track team placed fifth behind
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the Blue
Devil girls finished tied for sixth at
the Union County Relays at the Jer-
sey City Armory on January 10. Union
took the boys’ title with 54 points,
while the Raider boys totaled 30 and
the Blue Devils totaled 21. Rahway
won the girls with a total of 44, while
the Blue Devils totaled 16 and the
Raiders totaled 15.

Neil Amato, Josh Firestone and
Tyler Mase combined to take third in
the team shot put with a distance of
120-2”, while the Raiders took sec-
ond with a distance of 120’6.75”.
Tyler Cusick, Joey Martoglio, Mike
Kelly and Sam Tooley finished third
in the 4x800 with a time of 8:31.7,
while the Raiders took fifth at 9:03.22.
Mike Irving, Davis Ballan, Julian
Applebaum and Ryan Scrudato took
fourth in the distance medley with a
time of 11:11.5 and the Raiders
crossed third at 11:07.1.

Jhakyse Williams, Ian Mackenzie,
Max Bryk and Todd Saunders fin-

ished fourth in the 4x200 at 1:37.6.
Scott Perry, Mike Forgash, Andrew
Gates and Applebaum crossed fifth in
the sprint medley with a time of 3:57.7
and the Raiders placed second at
3:49.03. Saunders, Zach Helfand,
Williams and Irving placed sixth in
the 4x400 at 3:45.1. The Raiders took
third in the high jump with a height of
11’3”.

Blue Devils Anne Mcguire, Emma
Franks, Sharon Factor and Ashley
Edwards crossed second in the 4x400
with a time of 4:24 and the Raider
girls placed sixth at 4:36.07. Franks,
Lisa Nehring, Faktor and Jennifer
Porch crossed third in the 4x800 with
a time of 10:46.1. Grace Mackenzie,
Sirena VanEpp, Alex Hawkins and
Edwards finished fifth in the 4x200 at
1:56.5. The Raiders placed third in
the shot put with a distance of 87’2”,
fourth in the shuttle hurdles at 36.86,
fourth in the distance medley at
13:29.75 and sixth in the sprint med-
ley at 4:36.07.

*The Raiders’ names have not been
received by press time.

Lady Blue Devils Whip
Warrior Cagers, 43-38
Diana Venezia put up 16 points and

pulled down 12 rebounds to lead the
6-3 Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 43-38 victory over
Watchung Hills in Warren on January
8. Venezia also had three steals, two
blocked shots and an assist.

Tara Handza netted 11 points, five
rebounds, four assists and three steals
but the Blue Devil, who made the
Most Wanted list was Keri Pringle,
who had six swipes, while scoring
seven points. Anne Knisely, who had
five rebounds, and Katie Ponce, who
had three rebounds, scored four points
each. Charlotte O’Leary had two re-
bounds, an assist and a point.
Westfield   8 14   9 12 43
Watchung Hills   3 10 10 15 38

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD $599,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $629,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,250,000 FANWOOD $469,000

WESTFIELD $789,000 WESTFIELD $749,000

Architecturally appointed home has been used as
an artists studio.  Home offers 8 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms and 1.5 baths.  Its flow allows for daily
living while following your artistic endeavors.  30 x
30 Great Room/Studio leads you to a Formal Din-
ing Room, Eat-In Kitchen and bath.

Well-maintained 8 room home in outstanding loca-
tion features 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors,
deep moldings, porch off Dining Room, fabulous lot.

Truly fabulous interior includes a gracious entry
foyer with circular stairwell, 1st floor Master with
full bath and sitting room, spacious Family Room
with stone fireplace, well-equipped Kitchen with
breakfast area, 2nd floor Junior Suite with full bath
and 2 walk-in closets.

Picture perfect behind a white picket fence!  Lovely
“Wychwood” home has been totally renovated and
is “move-in” ready.  All new Kitchen and appliances,
baths, roof, landscaping, drive and more.  Beautiful
refinished oak floors, freshly painted interior and ex-
terior and neutral décor.

Center hall Colonial in “The Gardens” is in won-
derful condition.  Beautiful hardwood floors, newer
HVAC and HWH, updated Kitchen, newer pow-
der room, walk-up attic storage.  Beautiful property
with room for expansion.  Close to everything.

FANWOOD $549,000
This charming Victorian home sold for 96%
of its list price in only 35 days.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and let them design
a personalized marketing plan for your home.

Move right into this beautifully decorated English
Colonial.  Includes a large Eat-In Kitchen including
stainless steel appliances that opens to deck over-
looking the Fanwood Nature Preserve.  Also includes
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and a Living Room with
wood-burning fireplace.

WESTFIELD $1,800,000
Quality meets the eye with this 10 room Colonial
that offers 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 European style baths,
custom wood trim, gourmet Kitchen, professionally
landscaped property, option to finish basement.
Construction and features are outstanding.

Lady Devil Cagers Top
Linden Tigers, 48-40
Martina Landeka pumped in 16

points and had four steals, while Tara
Handza netted 12 points, seven steals,
seven assists and eight rebounds to
lead the Westfield High School girls
basketball team past Linden, 48-40,
in Westfield on January 13. Diana
Venezia netted seven points and five
rebounds. Katie ponce had six points,
six rebounds and three steals. Sara
Nelson had five points, four rebounds
and two blocks.
Linden (4-2)   3 14   7 16 40
Westfield (7-4) 10 12 16 10 48
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Blue Devils Rev up to Rout Raider Matmen, 57-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

New Year, New HHome, New You!

ular Single-Family Homes Spectac
First-Floor Master Suiteswith F
ent to Brightwood Park Adjace

yers have chosen the 55+ luxury single-family
home community that’s close to everytthing! Heather Glen – Surrounded by the best
of Westfield and Scotch Plains, with a short  commute by train to Manhattan.

for details. Pricing, offer and availability subject to change without notice. * See Sales Representative 

arkway:From Garden State Pa Exit 135 for Westfield. Bear left at ramp, follow circle 
eft onto North Avenue. First right onto Elm Street. Cross Broadonto Central Avenue. Le
first right onto Prospect Ave. Pass Brightwood Park, first left Street. Left at Dudley, fi
to end. Left into Heather Glen.onto Madison Avenue, t

From The West: 2 East (toward Echo Lake). Turn right onto Lawrence Avenue. US 22
rchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto Make 1st right onto Bar
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HOMES FROM
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5 M
inutes F

rom 
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HEATHERGLENWL.COM  908-301-9200

MARKEY WINS IN 3 EVENTS, NAPOLITANOS LIFT BOYS

Lady Raiders Sink Bishop Ahr,
Raider Boys Dunk St. Peter’s

Skibitsky, after recording a takedown
and a pullback nearfall, pinned Dion
Natale in 2:49 at 112-lbs.

In the premier bout of the evening,
Raider Tristan Bundy jumped up to
125-lbs to face Nick DeFreitas, whom
he had beaten in overtime last year in
the District 11 finals. Bundy scored a
single-leg takedown and DeFreitas
escaped in the first period. Bundy
escaped in the second period to take a
3-1 lead and DeFreitas barely warded
off a barrage of takedown attempts.
In the third period, DeFreitas escaped,
warded off some more very close
takedown attempts but finally re-
corded a takedown near the end of the
mat with 18 seconds remaining to
win 4-3.

“Anytime you get a win over Tristan
Bundy, it’s great, but Nick did not
wrestle a great match. He got sloppy.
He was not offensive enough. He
wrestled Tristan’s match, not his. He
had some shaky defense that he saved
himself with,” said coach Kurz. “That
last shot! It was a beautiful shot.
That’s what we wanted him to do for
six minutes. He won it on toughness
and guts.”

Teammate John Barnes used a cork-
screw to pin Shane Squire in 56 sec-
onds at 130-lbs and Christian Barber
worked a series of takedowns to gain
a 12-4, majority decision over Wesley
Morrison at 135-lbs.

“I worked hard. With this guy
(Barnes) and Christian in the room, it
really paid off on that mat. My coach
said, when I came off the mat, he got to
my legs too many times. I made some
stalemate decisions to lock up and I
luckily got out of a couple of jams. The

last one, I saw an opening and I went
for it, brought him down with a single
and kept him down for the last 18
seconds,” DeFreitas explained.

In the final bout, Joe Panarese
outlasted Raider Josh Foote, 7-6, at
140-lbs. It was quite evident that con-
ditioning played a major in such a
lopsided score and the overtime vic-
tories of Kim and Workman were
shining examples.

“They are workout partners. Bill is
lifting all year round. Bill won’t stop
working out and it reflects on our
working together. Conditioning, kids
stepping up, having the heart, go the

six minutes, finish the match and
win! That’s really what kept us up,”
Barnes said.

“That’s what we strive for in our
room. From the off-season, I’m pretty
sure we work harder than anybody.
We are talking about lifting. We are
talking about unique playground
workouts our coach made. We did
everything,” DeFreitas pointed out.

“Just getting a lot of people in the
lineup this year is really changing
(things). Now, we have kids working
hard in the off-season and that’s what
we owe it to,” Barnes added. “We
have outstanding freshmen in our
lineup. Things are looking up and it’s
feeling great.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
145: — Reichbach (W) tf Cortes, 16-0, 4:25
152: — Ferrara (S) p Henry, 5:24
160: — Granstrand (W) p Sebolao, 2:14
171: — Kim (W) d McCarthy, 7-2, 3OT
189: — Workman (W) d Denizo, 3-1, OT
215: — Frantz (W) p Jacobs, 2:31
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Bedia, 0:38
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
112: — Skibitsky (W) p Natale, 2:49
119: — No Match
125: — DeFreitas (W) d Bundy, 4-3
130: — Barnes (W) p Squire, 0:56
135: — Barber (W) md Morrison, 12-4
140: — Panarese (W) d Foote, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hannah Markey won two individual
events and swam on one winning
relay to help the 14th-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
swim team defeat Bishop Ahr, 103-
67, at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
on January 8 and Dan and Mike
Napolitano added some sure punch to
help the 17th-ranked Raider boys
defeat St. Peter’s Prep.

The Raider girls won every indi-
vidual event and one relay event.
Markey touched first in the 200 Indi-
vidual Medley with a time of 2:23.62
followed by teammate Nicole
DePaola at 2:27.66 and also touched
first in the 100-breaststroke at 1:12.62,
while Amanda Gianni touched third
at 1:25.7. Caitlin English, Markey,
Kim Rizzo and Kelsey Rossi touched
first in the 200-medley relay with a
time of 1:58.46.

Rossi touched first in the 50-
freestyle at 25.94 followed by Steph
Baliko at 26.97. Baliko won the 100-
freestyle at 57.38. English touched
first in the 500-freestyle at 5:39.6 and
Rossi placed third at 5:53.3. DePaola
won the 100-backstroke at 1:07.55,
Rizzo touched first in the 100-butter-
fly at 1:04.81 and Becca Dunn took
second at 1:06.07. Dunn and Jill Leahy
touched 1-3 in the 200-freestyle with
respective times of 2:05.83 and 2:08.2.
Mary Poulan, Kim Many, Cheryl
Monteiro and Annie O’Halloran
placed second in the 200-free relay at
1:55.02.

“Our girls have been swimming
well all season. I used the Bishop Ahr
meet to have some of the girls try
different events to enhance our versa-
tility. New swimmers Caitlin English,
Hannah Markey and Nicole DePaola
are swimming very well, as are our
senior captains Annie O”Halloran,
Kim Rizzo and Amanda Gianni,” said
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnick,
who noted that juniors Rossi and
Baliko in the breaststroke, and Kelly
Gajdzisz and Dunn in the freestyle
events have turned in fine perfor-
mances.

“We are looking forward to the
dual meet with Bridgewater as well
as the Pirate Invitational coming up
next week,” coach Hulnick said.

Dan and Mike Napolitano, both
transfers from St. Joseph, combined
to win three individual events and
played a role in two winning relay
events. Dan touched first in the 200-
freestyle with a time of 1:51.8 and
also touched first in the 500-freestyle
at 5:16.31, while Mike won the 100-
butterfly at 56.45. Mike, Dan, Greg
Baliko and Zach Peart touched first in
the 400-free relay with a time of

3:25.03, while Peart, Baliko, Mike
and Jon Kosenick won the 200-med-
ley relay at 1:43.96.

“We are very excited that they are
now eligible to swim and they have
been performing very well so far in
meets,” said coach Hulnik.

Baliko touched first in the 200-
Individual Medley with a time of
2:03.13 and also took top honors in
the 100-breaststroke. Peart touched
first in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 56.08.

Coach Hulnick was especially
pleased with the efforts of freshmen
Baliko, Dan Pesin, Keithe Monteiro
and Joe Dunn, and senior captains
Peart, Kosenick and Ryan Brown, as
well as Erick Walker, Zack Koch and
Jason Shaub (freestyle), Mike
Henkels and Mike Rizzo (butterfly)
and Sean Lockier in breaststroke.

“St. Peter’s was a nice win because
they beat us in a close meet last sea-
son,” coach Hulnick said.
GIRLS: SPF 103, BISHOP AHR 67
200 medley relay: SPF (English, Markey,
Rizzo, Rossi) 1:58.46
200 free: SPF Dunn, 2:05.83
200 IM: SPF Markey, 2:23.62
50 free: SPF Rossi, 25.94
100 fly: SPF Rizzo, 1:04.81
100 free: SPF Baliko, 57.38
500 free: SPF English, 5:39.6
200 free relay: B (Mary O’Keefe, Jess
Combates, Katie Wierzbicki, Jackie
Bender) 1:54.63
100 back: SPF DePaola, 1:0755
100 breast: SPF Markey, 1:12.62
400 free relay: B (Chelsea Cullen,
Brooke Sweeney, Kelsey Rosko,
Bender) 4:06.15

BOYS: SPF 96, ST. PETER’S 74
200 Medley relay: SPF (Peart, Baliko, M.
Napolitano, Kosenick) 1:43.96
200 free: SPF D. Napolitano, 1:51.80
200 IM: SPF Baliko, 2:03.13
50 free: StP Will Brown, 22.74
100 fly SPF M. Napolitano, 56.45
100 free: StP Brown, 50.25
500 free: SPF D. Napolitano, 5:16.31
200 free relay: St Peter’s, 1:35.99
100 back: Peart, 56.08
100 breast: Baliko
400 free relay: SPF (M. Napolitano, D.
Napolitano, Baliko, Peart), 3:25.03

Pingry Boys, Girls Top
SPF Raider Swimmers
Raider Kelsey Rossi won the 100-

breaststroke and the 100-freestyle,
and swam on the winning 200-med-
ley relay team but the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls swim
team came up short to Pingry, 88-82,
on January 6. The Raider boys re-
ceived a pair of individual event wins
from Zach Peart, who also swam on
the winning 200-medley relay team,
but also came up short to the Pingry
boys, 91-79.
GIRLS: PINGRY 88, SPF 82
200 medley relay: (S) (Hannah Markey,
Rossi, Nicole DePaola, Becca Dunn)
2:11.25
200 free: (P) Christina Daquila, 2:17.42
200 IM: (P) Regan Fink, 2:32.15
50 free: (S) Markey, 29.38
100 fly: (P) Alysia Tsui, 1:08.02
100 free: (S) Rossi, 1:03.74
500 free: (P) Daquila, 4:50.72
200 free relay: (P) (Maja Feenick,
Daquila, Briehan Burke, Fink) 1:58.56
100 back: (P) Tsui, 1:11.19
100 breast: (S) Rossi, 1:17.58
400 free relay: (P) (Feenick, Daquila,
Tsui, Fink) 4:13.53

BOYS: PINGRY 91, SPF 79
200 medley relay: (S) (Zach Peart, Greg
Baliko, Mike Napolitano, Joe Dunn)
1:56.91
200 free: (S) Dan Napolitano, 2:03.04
200 IM: (P) Nic Fink, 2:15.24
50 free: (P) Brandon Moy, 25.41
100 fly: (S) Peart, 1:01.05
100 free: (P) James Ross, 56.36
500 free: (S) Mike Napolitano, 4:22.13
200 free relay: (P) (Ross, Fink, Calvin
Jones, Moy) 1:41.02
100 back: (S) Peart, 1:02.18
100 breast: (P) Fink, 1:08.43
400 free relay: (P) (P) (Ross, Moy, Alex
Mango, Fink) 3:47.79

Blue Devil Matmen Rip
Bound Brook, Madison

The Westfield High School wres-
tlers kept rolling with a 43-28 victory
over Bound Brook and a 36-32 win
over Madison in Madison on January
10. Alan Workman (189) registered a
pair of pins and Nick DeFreitas (125)
recorded a pin and a technical fall. John
Barnes (130) and Troy Skibitsky (112/
119) each picked up two victories.

BrH2O Matmen Stop
SPF Raiders, 42-33

The visiting Bridgewater-Raritan
High School wrestling team took ad-
vantage of two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood wrestlers still out of the
varsity lineup to grab a 42-33 victory
on January 7. Senior Mike Ferrara
kept on a roll with a 1:07 fall over
Jamar Archer at 152-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Jon Friedman (B) p McCarthy,
3:09
189: — Kazier Archer (B) tf Dinizo, 3:54
215: — Andy Hampton (B) p Brian Laspe,
1:56
Hwt: — Pete Machaia (B) p Andrew
Jacobs, 1:19
103: — KJ O’Sullivan (B) won forfeit
112: — Cody Hreson (B) p Natale, 3:04
119: — Bundy (S) won forfeit
125: — Cannon (S) p Dave Noble, 2:39
130: — Karim Abzoied (B) d Squire, 9-7
135: — Morrison (S) d Eric VanHouten, 6-0
140: — Foote (S) p Craig Feldman, 1:41
145: — Cortes (S) p Ken Moslow, 0:28
152: — Ferrara (S) p J. Archer, 1:07
160: — Sherif Abzoied (B) md Sebolao,
12-4

Westfield Bowlers Tip
Union Farmers, 5-2

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team defeated Union, 5-2, with a
very close total pin count of 2,672-
2,660 on January 7 to improve it
record to 7-0. Freshman Lucas Cruz
rolled games of 213, 212 and 196 for
a 621 series. Senior captain Matt
Marcus struck out in the 10th frame
of Game 2 to turn a close match in
favor of the Blue Devils.

The JV Blue Devils also remained
undefeated as they topped Union,
2,205-1,994, to improve to 6-0. Jun-
ior Colin Embry and freshman Adam
Firestone, Eric Saunders and Theresa
Carlino were instrumental in the win.

Blue Devil Keglers Rap
Plainfield Cardinals

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team defeated Plainfield, 2,726-
2,149, on January 8 to improve to 8-
0. Kevin Murphy had a 210 game and
a 539 series. Lucas Cruz had a 258
game and a 614 series. Matt Marcus
had a 233 game and a 614 series. The
Blue Devil JV squad also won, 2,250-
1,799, to improve to 7-0. Matt Printz
had the high JV game with a 217 and
Eric Saunders had high series of 498.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY GETTING THE PIN…Raider Mike Ferrara, top, finally pinned a stubborn Blue Devil Brian Henry with a
pancake maneuver in 5:24 in his 152-lb bout.
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Raider Basketball Boys Maul
Mariana Bracetti Acad., 74-44

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 789-4090, www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE- 2009

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2009 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting
dates being the following Thursdays, un-
less otherwise noted.

January 22, 2009 Thursday
February 26, 2009 Thursday
March 26, 2009 Thursday
April 23, 2009 Thursday
May 28, 2009 Thursday
June 25, 2009 Thursday
September 24, 2009 Thursday
October 22, 2009 Thursday
November 19, 2009 Thursday
December 17, 2009 Thursday

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $24.99

Blue Devil Icemen Shutout
Raiders, 7-0, Bulldogs, 1-0

Courtesy of Bill Howard and WHSIHA for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING THEIR THING…The Blue Devil icemen’s consecutive shutouts were led
by goalies Morgan Bungerz, top left, and Steve Wronski, and top-line forwards
Henry O’Brien, bottom left, C.J. Meyer, bottom center, and Joe Kramkoski.

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team shut out Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 7-0, on January 7 at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle, launch-
ing 50+ shots on Raider goalie Chris
Bauer, then followed with a 1-0 vic-
tory over Jonathan Dayton at
Woodbridge on January 8. The game
kept close by the heroic efforts of
Dayton’s goalkeeper, Dan DeBeau,
who made 41 saves.

Against the Raiders, Blue Devil for-
ward linemen junior Joe Kramkowski,
and center CJ Meyer and wing Henry
O’Brien combined for three goals in

the first 10 minutes. Kramkowski
scored from the right slot within the
first two minutes. O’Brien buried a
rebound four minutes later, then
Kramkowski struck again, converting
another rebound at 9:46. Meyer as-
sisted on all three goals. O’Brien was
also credited with an assist.

Overlapping penalties late in the pe-
riod provided the Raiders with a long 5-
on-3 power play. Westfield’s penalty
killers, led by defensemen Mike Foley
and Dylan Moran, and forwards
O’Brien, Matt Wronski and Nick
Attanasio, stifled Raiders’ attack.

In the second-period, Meyer
weaved through the defense to score
on a power play late in the frame and
Moran’s blast from the blue line
through traffic found the net with 77
seconds left in the period.

The second line added a pair of late
goals. Sophomore Attanasio scored
with under seven minutes left, as-
sisted by senior defenseman co-cap-
tain Pat Tresnan. In the final minute,
Attanasio set up linemate Wronski’s
first marker of the season. Sopho-
more goalie Morgan Bungerz earned
the shutout, also his first career var-
sity victory.

The Blue Devils brought a persis-
tent attack against Dayton, but were
thwarted by DeBeau. With six min-
utes remaining, Dayton was awarded
a power play. Meyer cleared the puck
down ice into Dayton’s zone, pur-
sued the play behind their net, gained
control of the puck, moved in front
and scored, short-handed, to earn the
victory for the Blue Devils. Fresh-
man goalkeeper Steve Wronski earned
the shutout.

four points each. Curt Thomas led the
4-7 Mariana Bracetti Bulldogs,
coached by SPF alumnus Kyle Epps
(Class of 1996), with 13 points and
Darrell O’Kinney sank 10 points.

Coach Epps was a senior when

coach Martinez was a freshman at
SPF.

“When I was playing, I was always
looking up to him. I wanted to be the
next Kyle Epps,” commented coach
Martinez.

The 4-5 Raiders had immediate
success working the ball around and
jumped to a 22-13, first-quarter lead.
Boyd banged a pair of threes and a 2-
point jumper. Maroney put in seven
points, Raymond rolled in five and
Hanciles sank two points.

The Raiders won the second quar-
ter 12-11 to take a 34-24 halftime
lead although their shooting was a
little off the mark but that ended dras-
tically in the third quarter when they
out-pointed the Bulldogs, 25-8.
Hanciles and Raymond bombarded
the basket with nine and eight points,
respectively, and Boyd sank four.
When the score soared to 55-29 with
three minutes remaining, the Raiders
rested their entire starting five and
No. 6 man but the Raider subs held
their own and won the final quarter
15-12.
Mariana Bracetti 13 11   8 12 44
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 22 12 25 15 74

Blue Devil Boys Shoot Down
Kardinal Basketballers, 71-43

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Dave Pusar (9 points, 2 assists) sank
the first of his two 3-pointers as the 3-
2 Blue Devils won the quarter, 19-11.
But Kardinal Angel Hernandez (18
points) banged in three 3-pointers,
causing concern.

The Blue Devil defense adjusted
well in the second quarter and
slammed the door on Hernandez and
his 3-point threat.

“We talked about being a smart
team and being able to make adjust-
ments on the court without me always
calling timeouts. We were a little slow
in making our reads with him. We
knew he was a shooter. I was a little
disappointed we didn’t recognize that
a little better but we made the adjust-
ment,” coach Everly said.

Although, Sabitino injured his
ankle slightly and had to take a rest,
Jared Rogers (6 points, rebound, steal,
assist) bucketed the first four points
of the quarter and Hugo Nolasco (4
points, 2 rebounds, 3 assists, steal)
followed with a lay-up as the Blue
Devils kept the momentum and took
a 37-24 lead at the half.

Hess jumped out with a 3-pointer,

a 2-pointer and a free throw early in
the third quarter and Pusar topped it
off with a 3-pointer to stretch the lead
to 52-36.

“It was a good night on Hess’s part.
He had a bit of a rough game against
Linden but he stepped up and brought
it back,” Sabitino said.

Still in control of the boards,
Sabitino rolled in another seven points
in the first half of the final quarter,
which allowed the entire Blue Devil
bench the opportunity to close out the
game. Josh Solomon contributed five
points and a rebound.

“It was a team effort,” Sabitino
said. “I may have done a good job
boxing out but also Tony and Hess
did a good job of boxing out. It opened
everything up and made it easier for
the guards to get a transition back.”

“We have been focusing on our
rebounding. It gave us opportunities
to win the game,” said coach Everly.
“Hopefully, it’s becoming more of a
habit and not something that we have
to think about.”
Kearny 11 13 12   7 43
Westfield 19 18 15 19 71
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 28,
2009 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 220 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as
Block 14 Lot 2, as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map, owned by Danielle Magliaro.

The applicant requests the following vari-
ances which are in violation of:

Section 184-825C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Fence
Height; Permitted: 4 feet; Present: 6 feet;
Proposed: 6 feet.

Section 184-134B(1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Ac-
cessory structure; Permitted: structure in
rear yard; Present: structure in side yard;
Proposed: structure in side yard.

Section 184-134B(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Shed size; Permitted: 120 square feet;
Present: 128 square feet; Proposed: 128
square feet.

Section 184-110E(9) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Maximum improvement coverage; Per-
mitted: 35 %; Present: 47 %; Proposed: 47
%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Ms. Danielle Magliaro

220 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Monday, February 2, 2009 in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:

Mark Angelo (the “Applicant”) seeks
Minor Subdivision Approval allowing the
subdivision of the existing property known
as 1053 Prospect Street into three (3)
residential building lots. The existing house
will be removed  and three (3) new single
family houses are proposed to be built on
the proposed new lots. The property is
also known as Lot No. 20 in Block No. 201
on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield
and is located in the RS-16 District (RS-16
Zone).

In connection with said application for
Minor Subdivision Approval, the Applicant,
is also seeking variances from the follow-
ing provisions of the Land Use Ordinance
of the Town of Westfield:

PROPOSED LOT 20.01
1. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Area

within 178 feet of Depth. Ordinance re-
quires 16,000 square feet of lot area within
178 feet of lot depth. Proposed lot has
15,915 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has a lot area
of 47,746 square feet within 178 feet of lot
depth.

2. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width of
89.36 feet. Existing lot has a lot width of
268.06 feet.

3. Section 11.05 E 3. Minimum Lot Front-
age. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.56 feet. Existing lot has a
frontage of 268.67 feet.

PROPOSED LOT 20.02
1. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Area

within 178 feet of Depth. Ordinance re-
quires 16,000 square feet of lot area within
178 feet of lot depth. Proposed lot has
15,915 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has 47,746
square feet of area within 178 feet of lot
depth.

2. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width 89.36
feet. Existing lot has a lot width of 268.06
feet.

3. Section 11.05 E 3. Minimum Lot Front-
age. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.56 feet. Existing lot has a lot
frontage of 268.67 feet.

PROPOSED LOT 20.03
1. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Area

within 178 feet of lot Depth. Ordinance
requires 16,000 square feet of area within
178 feet of  lot depth. Proposed lot has
15,916 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has 47,746
square feet of lot area within 178 feet of lot
depth.

2. Section 11.05 E 2. Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width of
89.36 feet. Existing lot has a lot width of
268.06 feet.

3. Section 11.05 E 3. Minimum Lot Front-
age. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.57 feet. Existing lot has a lot
frontage of 268.67 feet.

Applicant also seeks any other vari-
ances or waivers that may be necessary.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esquire,
Attorney for Applicant,

Mark Angelo
Arthur Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street

P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091-0490

(908) 233-6013
1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $80.58

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

2009 MEETING SCHEDULE

Please note that meetings are regularly held on Thursday evenings.  Agenda Setting
Sessions and Regular Meetings are held at 7:00pm in the Freeholders’ Meeting Room,
Administration Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, 6th Floor, Elizabeth, New Jersey,
unless otherwise specified.  In the event an Agenda Setting Session and Regular Meeting
are held on the same night, the Agenda Setting Session will commence at 7:00pm and
the Regular Meeting will commence as soon as possible after the Agenda Setting
Session.

Persons requiring a sign language interpreter should contact the Office of the Clerk of
the Board at 908-527-4140.

AGENDA SETTING SESSIONS REGULAR MEETINGS

JANUARY 4 at 12:00pm - REORGANIZATION

January 22 Wednesday, January 28

February 5 Wednesday, February 11
February 19 February 26

March 5 March 12
March 19 March 26

April 2 April 16
April 23 April 30

May 7 May 14
May 28 Double Meeting May 28

June 11 Summer Session June 25

July 9 Summer Session July 16

August 6 Summer Session August 20

September 3 September 10
September 17 September 24

October 1 October 8
October 15 Double Meeting October 15

November 5 November 12

December 3 Double Meeting December 3
December 17 Double Meeting December 17

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $68.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on December 8,
2008, the Board adopted the following
Resolution:

Denied, Enrico & Carla Pigna, for mi-
nor subdivision with variances for property
located at 1550 Rahway Road, Block
15901, Lots 35 & 36.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 28,
2009 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 241 North Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 33 Lot 3,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Stephen Bryne.

The applicant requests to use property
as a childcare center which is in violation
of:

Section 184-109A of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Use vari-
ance; Permitted: legal two family residence;
Present: single family residence; Pro-
posed: Childcare center.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Wilfred and Althea Llewellyn

1282 Worth Drive
Plainfield, New Jersey, 07062

1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 13,
2009 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF
$200,000.00 FROM THE NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS
“MORSE AVENUE MILLING
& TOP COURSE PAVING”

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $32.64

WF PAL Matmen Win
Two, Lose One Match
Westfield’s Central Jersey PAL

wrestling team posted strong wins
against Plainfield (72-9) and
Bridgewater B (72-6), before drop-
ping a match to highly ranked
Bridgewater A (59-18).

John Fuller, Vincent Defillipo and
Nick Kalimtzis all went 3-0 for the
day. Veterans Steve Bonsall, Brendan
Curry and Zach Rabinowitz each won
two matches before losing close
matches to Bridgewater A. First year
starters Jarek Gozdieski, Jack Miller,
Anthony Pirone, Jack Difillipo and
James Bollinger also helped rack up
team points by winning matches.

ALL-STAR…The College of New
Jersey’s football junior defensive end
Marc Fabiano of Scotch Plains was
named to the 2008 Eastern College
Athletic Conference Division III South-
east Football All-Star Team on defense.

8 PAL Raiders Place
In UC Mat Tourney

Eight Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
wrestlers placed in the Union County
Brawl Wrestling Tournament held at
Cranford High School on December 7.
WEIGHT         NAME PLACE
    57 Alex Lipschitz 4th
    63 Alex Oslislo 3rd
    67 Jack Cannon 3rd
    77 Tommy Cunningham 3rd
    85 JT Bierne 3rd
    98 Brian Lapham 1st
  110 Tyler Kovacs 3rd
HWT Alex Mirabella 1st

BrH2O Panthers Burn
Lady Raider Cagers

The hosting Bridgewater-Raritan
High School girls basketball team
outlasted Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 40-
37, on January 10. Raider Kaylin
Jaichon sank 18 points, Laura Degnan
scored 10 and Jackie Law netted six.
Brittany Beer bucketed 12 points for
the Panthers.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   4   6 11 16 37
BrH2O-Raritan   7   7 13 13 40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING UP FOR THE JUMPER…Senior Kevin Maroney, left, was one of four
Raiders to hit double figures in the game against Mariana Bracetti Academy.
Maroney bucketed 13 points.

SPF PAL wrestler Brian Lapham took first at 98-lbs

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, 1/18• 1-4 pm

423 La Grande Avenue, Fanwood NJ
$395,000

WHAT A TIME TO BUY A HOME! PRICED TO SELL
AND LOW INTEREST RATES!

Bright and open Fanwood 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath home in a quiet
residential area – gleaming hardwood floors, freshly painted,
meticulously maintained - walk to NYC bus, close to towns of Fanwood
& Westfield – Excellent schools and community - Please join me at
Sunday’s open house or call me for a private viewing. (WSF0006)

Raider Hoop Girls Rap
Minutemen in OT, 51-45

Laura Degnan hit four free throws
and Saxony Nielsen sank three in
overtime to push the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team past hosting Elizabeth on
January 6.

Degnan finished with 19 points and
Nielsen finished with five for the 5-2
Raiders, while Kaylin Jaichon buck-
eted 13 points and had 10 rebounds.
Kathryn DeCataldo had eight points
and Jackie Law had four.
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd   7   9 16   7 12 51
Elizabeth   8   8 10 14   6 45
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/24/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

2009 - North Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, Various locations
including and North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union and Warren Counties; 100% State; DP No: 08479

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/09, 1/22/09 and 1/29/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/10/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

2009 North 78, 80, 280 & 287 Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, Various
locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren

Counties; 100% State; DP No: 08483

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/15/09, 1/22/09 and 1/29/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

‘Hoop Wizard’ to
Support Local Family
WESTFIELD — The Lincoln

School PTO will host entertainer Jack
Ryan, who will perform as the “Hoop
Wizard” on Wednesday, January 28,
at 7 p.m. at Lincoln School.

Both kids and adults can enjoy a
fun evening as the Hoop Wizard en-
tertains with basketball tricks for all
ages.

The event is a fundraiser to benefit
the wife and young children of
Westfield resident Robert Muselli,
who passed away last autumn after
being struck by a falling tree limb
while working.

Philly Pretzels, snacks, coffee and
bottled water will also be available
for purchase to help raise funds for
the family.

Tickets are $10 per person and can
be purchased in advance. Call (908)
377-6792 for more information.

OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Office for rent in
professional building located
downtown. $600. per month. Park-
ing on site & also avail. on street.
Includes 1st flr. reception area &
use of basement for storage.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

COLLEGE ESSAY COACH

Former Time magazine writer
looking to help students tackle
college admissions essays.
Also avail. for writing tutoring.
WHS and Bucknell grad.

Call Liz (908) 447-9706

CNAS WANTED

Part-time/FT. Seeking non-
medical caregivers to assist elderly
in their homes. Competitive salary.

(908) 322-0056

CLEANING LADY

POLISH CLEANING LADY IS
LOOKING FOR APARTMENTS,
HOUSES, OFFICES. GOOD
REFERENCES AND LONG
EXPERIENCE. (908) 327-1541

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130
OFFICE / RETAIL FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Office/Retail

750 sq. ft.  with Parking
$900 per month.

Call (908) 233-7279

MARIA’S HOUSE CLEANING

PORTUGUESE LADY
20 YRS EXPERIENCE
OUTSTANDING REF.

PLEASE CALL
(908) 206-9381 FOR

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES

LOST EARRING

On December 26th, in front
of First Baptist Church on Elm
Street in Westfield. Earring is
white gold with ‘diamond’ center.
Large reward if found and
returned. Very sentimental value.

Please call  (908) 233-3101

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Attractive
2 BR duplex. Walk to town & transp.
CAC, W/D, DW, HdWd Flrs,
Garage. $1800/mo.+util.
(908) 568-1217.Avail. 2/1. No fee.

GARAGE WANTED TO RENT

2-car detached or large single
detached in Westfield/Scotch
Plains area. Small landscape
company with excellent
references needs storage for
equipment, truck & trailer. Will
pay monthly rent & maintain
property. Contact (908) 889-6625

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD SALON

Four hairdressers with
followings needed, flexible

hours, hospitalization available.
Call (908) 928-1901

EINSTEIN TUTORING

Mathematics tutoring offered by
graduate of Princeton & Harvard.
Over 14 years experience
preparing students for SAT,
GMAT, GRE, SAT II Math Levels
1 & 2, SSAT and academic tutoring
including algebra, geometry,
trigonometry, precalculus &
probability. Will travel to your
home. Please call: (917) 637-0438

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experi-
enced agents! Excellent training.

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

LEASE OR SUB-LEASE WANTED

Retail space wanted in downtown
Westfield. 500 to 1500 sqft.
Reasonable rent. Will consider
renting part of existing store.
Please call (908) 400-2656 to
discuss options or ideas.

Financial Advisor – SALES
Northwestern Mutual Financial
Network seeks advisors to help
clients build & preserve wealth.
Must have history of personal
success and desire indepen-
dence. Training & Licensing pro-
vided. Fax/E-Mail resumes
to Laura (908) 918-0517

laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE OPENING!!!

SIMPSON
Immediate Response

908-872-6521
Fully Insured • NJ Lic.# 07475

Full Service Contracting

Plumbing • Electrical • HVAC
Additions • Bath & Kitchen

http://www.geocities.com/richard.simpson

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Established 1984

Custom Builders
Architectural Trimwork

Additions

Renovations

908-654-3444

Custom Home Builders
Renovations & Remodeling

Westfield, NJ
 Phone 908.497.7053 

Free Estimates

• New Homes
• Additions / Add a Levels
• Renovations / Alterations
• Kitchens / Baths

New York, NY
Phone 212.672.1856

www.PDGBui lding.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

NJ LIC#10473

Main Lines

Camera Inspection

Hydro Jetting

Sink Clogs

Toilets Installed

Faucets/diverters

Sump Pumps

Yard Drains

And much More!

**FREE ESTIMATE**

(908) 322-3609

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement

Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation  •  5 Year Labor Warranty

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

Water • Energy
Electricity

The Environment

908-232-1199

Residential • Commerical

License # 13VH03090400 • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS

BATHS
BASEMENTS

908-370-7632
No Jobs Too Small       Fully Insured



Page 14  Thursday, January 15, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Choose

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

� Choose from over 80 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
� Spring ‘09 Semester begins January 22 (register until Jan. 28)
� Spring ‘09 Late Start classes begin February 5 (register until Feb. 11)
� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
� Only $90 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
RELEASE OF FUNDS FOR
SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL,
THE FIRM OF ROGUT
MCCARTHY, LLC, IN THEIR
REPRESENTATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS IN ANY MATTERS
THAT REQUIRE BOND
COUNSEL

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains had deter-
mined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers of the Township of Scotch Plains
to have special representation for legal
advice involving matters that require bond
counsel wherein it is necessary to appoint
special legal counsel for the Township of
Scotch Plains, and;

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”; which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $17,500.00 per year, where
those contracts are not subject to public
bidding or competitive contracting under
the New Jersey Local Public Contracts
Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for said contract were ad-
vertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Mayor and Township Council evaluated
any proposals on the basis of being the
most advantageous to the Township of
Scotch Plains, price and other factors be-
ing considered, as to each proposal:

1) Experience and reputation in the field:
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under contract;

3) Availability to accommodate any re-
quired meetings;

4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified

for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains that STEVEN ROGUT of
Rogut McCarthy, LLC, 37 Alden Street,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is hereby
appointed to represent the Township of
Scotch Plains in said legal matters for the
calendar year 2009 and to take such ac-
tion as may be necessary within the pur-
view of this Resolution and as otherwise
directed by the Chief Financial Officer or
Township Attorney.
Dated: January 13, 2009

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

 Township Clerk
1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
RELEASE OF FUNDS FOR
SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL,
THE FIRM OF APRUZZESE,
MCDERMOTT, MASTRO &
MURPHY, IN THEIR REPRE-
SENTATION OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS IN
VARIOUS PBA LABOR MAT-
TERS

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has deter-
mined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers of the Township of Scotch Plains
to have special representation for legal
advice involving various Police Depart-
ment labor matters; including PBA labor
contract negotiations, wherein it is neces-
sary to appoint special legal counsel for
the Township of Scotch Plains, and;

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”; which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $17,500.00 per year, where
those contracts are not subject to public
bidding or competitive contracting under
the New Jersey Local Public Contracts
Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for said contract were ad-
vertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Mayor and Township Council evaluated
any proposals on the basis of being the
most advantageous to the Township of
Scotch Plains, price and other factors be-
ing considered, as to each proposal:

1) Experience and reputation in the field:
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under contract;

3) Availability to accommodate any re-
quired meetings;

4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified

for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains that Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, P.O. Box
112, 25 Independence Boulevard, Liberty
Corner, New Jersey 07938, is hereby ap-
pointed to represent the Township of
Scotch Plains in said legal matters and to
take such action as may be necessary
within the purview of this Resolution and
as otherwise directed by the Municipal
Manager or Township Attorney for the
2009 calendar year.
Dated: January 13, 2009

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbra Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $61.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION APPOINTING
HATCH MOTT MACDONALD
AS TOWNSHIP ENGINEER
AND C-3 SANITARY SEWER
OPERATOR FOR THE CAL-
ENDAR YEAR 2009

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the service of a Town-
ship Engineer and C-3 Sanitary Sewer
Operator for the calendar year 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contribu-
tions and Expenditures Reporting Act”,
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Con-
tract Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for said contract were ad-
vertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
Township Clerk received and opened the
proposals in public and the Township
Council has evaluated the proposals on
the basis of being the most advantageous
to the Township of Scotch Plains, price
and other factors being considered; and

WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:

1. Experience and reputation in the field;
2. Knowledge of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under the contract;

3. Availability to accommodate any re-
quired meetings;

4. Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds in the amount of

$25,200 have been certified for the posi-
tion by the Chief Financial Officer of the
Township of Scotch Plains.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains,
as follows, based upon the aforesaid evalu-
ation: That Hatch Mott MacDonald is
hereby appointed as Township Engineer
and C-3 Sanitary Sewer Operator for the
calendar year 2009.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-
ies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to
Hatch Mott MacDonald of 27 Bleeker
Street, Millburn, New Jersey 07041; Zon-
ing Officer Robert LaCosta, Assistant En-
gineer Joseph Timko and Director of Pub-
lic Property, Kevin Ward.

Dated: January 13, 2009
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe,
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/15/09, The Times Fee: $57.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that at its January
12, 2009 meeting the Westfield Board of
Adjustment adopted the following Resolu-
tion.

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment desires to appoint Vincent
Loughin, Esq. to that position for the year
2009.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Vincent Loughlin, Esq. is appointed to
the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment from this date
to December 31, 2009.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 12, 2009 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 8, 2008 meeting.

F & J Foot Company, LLC, 112, 112-1/
2, 114 and 116 Cacciola Place, Applicant
sought an extension of use variance and
preliminary and final site plan approval
and associated variances and waivers,
memoralized February 11, 2008, to re-
place old structures containing a total of
seven (7) residential units with two (2) new
structures containing six (6) attached
single-family residential dwelling units
(three (3) in each structure). Approval ex-
tended through February 12, 2010.

Robert and Lisa Wendel, 704 Lenox
Avenue, Applicant sought permission to
retain a 6- foot fence located in the town
right of way in the street side yard of a
corner lot contrary to Sections 12.06 and
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation approved.

John Baldwin, 335 Woodland Avenue,
Applicant sought permission to retain a
shed contrary to Section 13.01G1b of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved
with conditions.

Roberta & Russell Feeney, 547
Downer Street, Applicant sought permis-
sion to construct a two-story addition con-
trary to Sections 11.12E6, 12.03B1,
12.03B4, 12.04F1, 12.04E1 and 17.02C1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved as amended.

Michael and Amy Rollins, 114 Golf
Edge Drive, Applicant sought permission
to partially finish an existing walk-up attic
contrary to Section 12.04E of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

Tom & Maura Lezynski, 226 Canter-
bury Road, Applicant sought permission
to construct a one story addition and a two
story addition contrary to Sections 11.06E6
and 12.03 C, D, & E of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

2009 MEETING SCHEDULE

**January 12, 2009 (5:00 PM)
February 2, 2009

March 2, 2009
April 6, 2009
May 4, 2009
June 1, 2009

**September 14, 2009 (5:00 PM)
October 5, 2009

November 2, 2009
December 7, 2009

*No meetings scheduled in the
months of July and August

The above listed meetings are sched-
uled for 5:30 PM on the first Monday of the
month, except where otherwise indicated.
All meetings will be held in the Council
Conference Room located on the first floor
of the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.
1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
8, 2009 memorialized the following Board
action taken on December 1, 2008.

In-Town Condominium Construction
Company, LLC, 111-129 Prospect
Street, Applicant sought a modification to
a condition of a previously obtained site
plan approval to extend the November 1,
2008, deadline for maintaining, on a tem-
porary basis, certain signage in connec-
tion with construction on the property and
marketing of units, for a period of one year
or until all units are sold, whichever shall
be sooner. Extension granted.

08-08(V) William Perillo, 301 South
Avenue West, Block 3004, Lot 4, sought
approval of Preliminary and Final Major
Site Plan with a variance. Applicant pro-
posed a restaurant use for the premises,
approximately 1,260 square feet, previ-
ously used as retail space. Applicant is
sought variance relief from Section
17.02C7r of the Land Use Ordinance. Or-
dinance requires 1 parking space/2 seats
equivalent to 20 parking spaces. Appli-
cant proposes zero (0) parking spaces.
Application approved with conditions.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $29.07

Honor Roll
Westfield High School

First Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick an-
nounced the first marking period honor
roll for the 2008-2009 school year.

Westfield High School recognizes
student achievement every marking
period at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll.

For the classes of 2006 and 2007, a
student must attain all A’s in academic
subjects and no grade below a B in any
non-academic subject for inclusion on
the Distinguished Honor Roll, or a grade
of A or B on all subjects, academic or
non-academic, for inclusion on the
Honor Roll.

Beginning with the class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the Honor
Roll will be based on the following
criteria: For the Distinguished Honor
Roll, the GPA must be between 3.75
and 4.0 with no grade lower than a B.

For the Honor Roll, the GPA must be
between 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.
9th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll

Edward Allen, Nahea An, Meg Anderson, Gemma
Antoniewicz, Meghan Bachmann, Loren Ball, Mia
Ballan, Tara Bange, Alana Basil, Aimee Bass, Zachary
Bebel, Michelle Behzadpour, Daniel Berke, Rebecca
Bleich, Markian Borkowsky, Morgan Bowen, Daniel
Brotman, Matthew Caminiti, Kathryn Caruso, Madeline
Chandler, Sarah Chandler, Wilson Cheung, Robert
Ciardullo, Emily Clauss, Sarah Collins, Eileen Cook,
Jessica Cronin, Kelly-Anne Crowley, Gabrielle Cruz,
Nicole Cruz, Ella D’amico, Jonathan David, Carley
Davis, Catherine De Masi, Dominick De Paula, Melissa
Decandia, John Dedea, Michael Depaolo, Anna Derojas,
Rives Derosa, Christine Deroux, Melissa Diep, Isabel
Docampo, Sydney Doskow, Brian Duffy, Patrick Dyer,
Amanda Earl, Thomas Edwards, Caroline Ehrhardt,
Ryan Elliott, Samantha Ellner, Brandon Eng, Nicholas
Ertman, Gabriella Estevez, Emily Fahey, Daniel
Fahrenthold, Allison Faktor, Jessie Fang, Andrew Felix,
Abraham Fertig-Cohen, Julia Fisher, Declan Fitzmaurice,
Rory Fitzpatrick, Ryan Fleming, Richard Fletcher,
Katherine Fox, Gabrielle Fraenkel, Kaitlyn Frey, Sarah
Friedman, Victoria Gagliano, Geena Gao, Alexa
Geltzeiler, Andrew Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb, Abigail
Goldring, Alex Goldschmidt, Zoe Greenburg, Brennan
Haley, Kelsey Hall, Jacob Harris, Caitlin Hering,
Samantha Hindes, Ryan Hobson, Alexandra Hoffman,
Kimberly Hoffman, John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen,
Krysta Huber, Matthew Huff, Lydia Hughes, Taylor
Ingber, Jason Isbit, Samantha Jackson, Lindsey Jacobs,
Erica Jakub, Katharine Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason,
Kaitlyn Johnson, Patrick Johnson, Michael Kalimtzis,
Kelly Kalis, Jenna Karnofsky, James Kelley, Pauna
Kiricheva, John Kirna, James Kowalski, Kurt Kowalski,
Kayla Krasnoo, Elizabeth Kuehn, Allegra Larche, Timo-
thy Lehmberg, Brandon Levan, Dara Levy, Danielle
Lipschutz, Tess Lukowiak, Carolyn Maguire, Richard
Malacrea, Maeve Maloney, Amanda Marcotullio,
Hannah Margolin, Katie Marino, Nicole Marques, Marc
Mazzucco, James Mc Crea, Kavita Mehta, Hannah
Millen, Emily Miller, Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Katie Morris, Jessica Morse, Cecelia Mosco, Sarah
Murphy, Meghan Myers, Caroline O’Connor, Kaycie

O’Donnell, Thomas O’Neill, Anne Oldakowski, Ellis
Opoku, Kevin Oster, Olivia Pecora, Audrey Peterson,
Keith Peterson, Gabriella Pirrone, Emily Polak, Zhe
Qin, Elizabeth Queisser, Julia Queller, Matthew Ragoza,
Patrick Reilly, Jack Rickles, Joseph Rinaldi, Henry
Ritter, Taylor Robustelli, Ilana Rood, Madeline
Rosenberg, Megan Roth, Alexa Rothenberg, Jack
Santangelo, Casey Schuster, Andrew Schwarz, Charles
Scott, Megan Sheil, Ashley Simmons, Smriti Singh,
Jessica Sipe, Troy Skibitsky, Mercedes Smith, Sari
Solomon, Mia Spitz, Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Samantha Sterba, Haley Tanella, Kathleen Tang,
Stephanie Tepper, Leonidas Tolias, Rebecca Tunis,
Schaaf Vander, Matthew Varakian, Brandon Vassallo,
Jacob Vergara, Nicholas Villane, Areta Vovk, Victoria
Wang, Marisa Watanabe, Caroline Weber, Hannah
Weeks, Aimee Wenta, Matias Werner, Steven West,
Ross Workman, Katherine Yamano, Jordan Yarusi,
Nicholas Zahorodny

9th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Alison Antonelli, Grace Antonelli, Tatyana Araya,

Arjun Asija, Emily Bailey, Hannah Bass, Caroline
Bertoni, Daniel Bigelow, Kelley Biglin, Alexander
Bond, Alexandra Caggiano, Eleanor Callinan, Philip
Cara, Theresa Carlino, Thomas Case, Rachel Chodor,
Molly Colvin, Alexandra Davidson, Kailey Decker,
Sophia Devita, Ryan Don, Griffin Embry, Katie Fazio,
Evan Friedman, Taylor Friss, Brittny Gallagher, Chris-
topher Gerckens, Luke Gibbons, Matthew Hall, Nick
Hering, Kevin Ingram, Dominik Jedruszczak, William
Johnston, Kathryn Lobo, Martin Lopez, Eddy Lu, Megan
Maguire, Thomas Malley, Daniel Mandelbaum, Max-
well Marchiano, Finbar Martinson, Erika May, Cali
Mazzara, Amanda Mongiove, Richard Monihan, Jenni-
fer Murphy, Imani Mutyanda, Lucas Nugent, Richard
O’Connor, James O’Rourke, Julian Olivares, Michael
Osborne, Brendan Oster, Emma Polini, Brian Pollock,
Kristyn Quinton, Thomas Ramage, Sarah Ramire,
Alexandra Rubin, Erica Russo, Abigail Sawers, Kate
Schell-Sheehan, Sara Shields, Rebecca Skowron, Emily
Smith, Michael Snyder, Alina Spera, John Stelmach,
Nicholas Sternal, Alyssa Stewart, Amanda Stivala, Robin
Toth, Alexa Turitz, Tyler Varian, David Verchick,
Christopher Walsh, Peter Wanfried, Jacob Wegbreit,
Madison Yarusi, Jacob Ziff

10th Grade Distinguished
John Allen, Taylor Anderson, Mark Androconis,

Madelein Archambault, Rakhee Barai, Christian Bar-
ber, Ethan Barnes, Patrick Bergin, Alison Birnbaum,
Adrian Bizzaro, Marissa Boretz, Jane Braun, Robert
Bunting Iii, Brian Cantor, Juliana Capuano, Emily
Chan, Nicholas Chapel, Ashtyn Chen, Emma Crossland,
Alyssa Cuellar, Juliette Diaz, Wenqi Duan, Justin
Erickson, Danielle Fields, Emma Foley, Michael Foley,
Alexandra Frankel, Emma Franks, Josh Friedman,
Catalina Gaglioti, Tzvetelina Garneva, Betsy Goellner,
Emily Goldstein, Dana Gottdiener, Peter Granstrand,
Rachel Gross, Rachel Harth, Alyssa Hatch, Alexandra
Hawkins, Evan Heroux, Evan Rae Hindes, Megan
Hoerrner, Ravi Jha, Catherine Johnston, Tracy Kaplan,
Yasemin Karamete, Megan Kaveney, Daniel Kerr, Eliza-
beth Kiefer, Andrew Kirna, Madeline Komar, Hannah
Kronick, Roman Krywulych, Ian Kuhn, Ho Yee Lam,
Justin Lee, James Lisooey, Brenna Logue, Anne Maguire,
Christopher Mannino, Diana Mason, J. Carlos Mejias,
Philip Mierswa, Charles Milrod, Amanda Minken,
Amelia Morabito, Sarah Morasso, Melissa Morawski,
Anthony Mormile, Christopher Morrissey, Alexis
Murphy, Charlotte Murtishaw, Max Narotzky, Priyanka

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
8, 2009 adopted the following resolution.

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Planning Board,
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board desires
to appoint Russell M. Finestein, Esq. to
that position for the year 2009.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Russell M. Finestein, Esq. is appointed
to the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Planning Board from this date to Decem-
ber 31, 2009.

Kris McAloon
Plannning Board Secretary

1 T - 1/15/09, The Leader Fee: $17.85

Nayer, Francine Nieva, Megan Nogan, Kadeem Noray,
Aileen Nunez, David Osterman, Emma Partridge,
Katherine Ponce, Christine Pyo, Shannon Reilly, Rachel
Rickles, William Riggs, Matthew Ritter, Amber
Roberson, Laura Rogut, Allison Rose, Jessica Russo,
Rohan Saigal, Nicole Schmeider, Megan Sharkey, Joshua
Simmons, Shane Skibitsky, Jacob Steinfield, Meghan
Sullivan, Peter Surace, Nathaniel Suri, Meghan Suriano,
Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew Tarantino, Joseph Toresco,
Garrett Verdone, Connor Walters, Isabelle Weisman,
Madison Weist, Justin White, Daniel Wickens, Brian
Williams, Jeffrey Yang, Cagla Yavuz, John Yingling,
Zachary Zagorski

10th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Astrid Adriaens, Amanda Adsit, Zachary

Archambault, Nicholas Attanasio, Kerry Austin, Michael
Blutfield, Taylor Brand, Eric Byer, Thomas Callahan,
Tessa Carr, Devin Cash, Jakob Cerra, Nicholas Chopey,
Alan Chu, Daniella Ciampa, Sean Clark, Alyssa
Clemenko, Patrick Conlon, Alyssa Conte, Sarah
Crawford, William Cronen, Tara Culnan, Tierny
Cummings, Rebecca Delafuente, Jeffrey Desorbo,
Brooke Domino, Olivia Dunham, Bruce Dunnan, Sara
Durst, Daniel Eliades, Krista Embrett, Casey Federbusch,
Abigail Flaherty, Steven Forgash, Nicole Frankfort,
Sarah Frantz, Jessica Freeman, Alec Friedlander, An-
drew Garfinkel, Brandon Gold, Gabrielle Gold, Brit-
tany Goncalves, Erik Gozdieski, Joseph Greenspan,
Emma Gross, Julia Harbaugh, Alexander Jedruszczak,
Michael Jones, Nikki Koll, Joseph Leopold, Corey
Lipschutz, John Lorentzen, Kyle Mackechnie, Cara
Martone, Joshua Mazen, Colleen McCabe, Matthew
McEvoy, Katherine McKinley, Christopher Mench,
Dominick Molinari, Kevin Morris, Kevin Mulvey,
Morgan Murphy, Rachel Opatowski, Charles Pantazis,
John Perrotta, Jennifer Porch, Garrett Pryor, Travis
Przybylski, Eric Rackear, Matthew Rivera, Emily Ronk,
Robyn Rosenzweig, Jill Salisbury, Olivia Scrofani,
Jenna Sharkey, Dylan Shepcaro, Emma Shor, Stephanie
Skoller, Harrison Slater, Wyatt Smith, Stefani Spector,
Matthew Stierhoff, Edward Stocking, Caitlin Storcks,
Adrian Szycowski, Angela Tata, Margot Tishberg, Sam
Tooley, Alexandra Tully, Bonnie Valentin, Samantha
Waldman, Kayla Wiesinger, Andy Wong, Larry Zhang,
Adam Ziering

11th Grade Distinguished
Jamie Ackerman, Allison Ammermuller, Calvin

Antoniewicz, Caraugh Ball, Richard Barber, Leslie
Bartsch, Tyler Becker, Megan Boersig, Zachary Bow-
man, Katie Brennan, Emily Budnick, Michael
Buontempo, Abigail Burton, Amanda Centrella, Marc
Cervantes, Kevin Clancy, Sara Connery, Lacy
Cummings, Tyler Cusick, Monica D’Amico, Adam Di
Battista, Michael Eilbacher, Jonathan Erman, Benjamin
Fine, David Fishman, Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong,
Shelley Fussman, Andrew Gates, Andrew Gialanella,
Michael Gismondi, Sarah Glickstein, Sophie Greene,
Caitlin Guest, Emily Harris, Kate Heffernan, Zachary
Helfand, Connor Hewett, Kyle Higgins, Miles Hsu,
Lauren Hughes, Halli James, Elizabeth Kamel, Rebecca
Kape, Michael Kaufhold, Richard Knapp, Anne Knisely,
Joseph Kramkowski, Ryan Krasnoo, Elaina Kujawski,
Suzanne Lemberg, Melissa Littman, Kamil Lupicki,
Kevin Machlowitz, Molly Maher, Jessica Margolies,
Andrew Marino, Amanda Markowski, Laura Marvin,
Matthew Meserole, Adam Metz, Sara Mitchell, Kevin
Monroe  Jr, Stephen Morina, Samuel Mumford, Bran-
don Oliff, Jessica Ortega, Michael Oster, Joshua Perlman,
Gaffney Peterson, Kristin Peyton, Anna Powell, Megan
Pulliam, Adam Reich, Megan Reilly, Alison Ricardo,
Jenna Rodrigues, Amy Roggenburg, Rebecca Romano,
Meredith Romer, Amy Rosenfeld, Michael Ruschmann,
Patrick Sabatino, Michal Sagal, Matthew Sanders, An-
drew Sauerwein, Ryan Scrudato, Vishal Shah, Nikolay
Shargorodsky, William Sickles, Dylan Simon, Robert
Sinisi, Meredith Smith, Justin Snyder, Virginia Spinelli,
Julia Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitz, Graeme Stahl, Kelly
Sullivan, Sarah Szollar, Scott Thien, Christopher
Tomasso, Yixiao Wang, Austin Wenta, Siyu Xiao,
Caroline Yeager, Bowei Zhang

11th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Meredith Ambinder, Elaine Anderson, Lindsay

Anderson, Robert Anderson, David Athenson, Hayley
Baker, Zachary Bakhtin, Scott Bernstein, Charles Bucci,
Michael Byrne, Julia Carlino, Andrew Carson, Rebecca
Castaldo, Gabrielle Cerami, Victoria Cheung, Danny

Choo, Robert Ciarrocca, Andrew Cordeiro, Tara
Criscuolo, Alexander Cruz, Madeleine Dejohn, Bran-
don Dietz, Kathleen Dooley, Mitchell Dornfeld, Shan-
non Doyle, Jennifer Eisenberg, Kathleen Esler, Lia
Fagan, Sharon Faktor, Michael Fietkiewicz, Adam Fine,
Gregory Fortino, Rachel Friedman, Trent Gabriel, Emily
Gluck, Emily Goodman, Michael Greco, Edward
Greener, Jordan Harries, Anneliese Himmel, Valerie
Hoffman, Leslie Holt, Kelly Irving, Ryan Jennings,
Samantha Kaufman, Michael Kelley, Sara Koznecki,
Stephanie Kuntz, Gabriella Larosa, Jaclyn Laspata,
Dalton Mack, Olivia Magnanini, Colin Mckevitt, Gre-
gory Mitchell, Jessica Mondon, Dylan Moran, Daniel
Nash, Lisa Nehring, Maria Niemiera, Luke Nobile,
Corinne Parsloe, Drew Pecker, Elizabeth Penczak,
Davide Peruzzo, Nicholas Polak, Karina Polaskova,
Beau Preston, Megan Ramage, Katie Ramire, Kevin
Ramos, Melissa Riegel, Jessica Rodriguez, Jaraad
Rogers, Diana Rogut, Evan Rosenburgh, Justin Rosin,
Lindsay Roussin, Benjamin Rubin, Philip Russo, Max-
well Schuster, Sean Scrudato, Joshua Solomon, Max-
well St Lifer, Darla Stabler, Lindsay Steinbach, Molly
Sternal, Claire Stevens-Haas, Jenna Strauss, Jake
Sussman, Janya Tagat, Kamal Tamboli, Ness Van,
Cody Vassallo, Diana Venezia, Katherine Venezia,
Denise Virzi, Peter Waddell, Emily Weeks, Alex
Weintraub, Matthew Wronski

12th Grade Distinguished
Kathryn Abruzzo, Stephanie Albright, Nicole

Aloupis, Neil Amato, Elizabeth Antonelli, Julian
Applebaum, Michelle Ball, Kimberly Berke, Hanna
Berman, Jonathan Berman, Mallory Boesch, Tessa
Bohman, Sally Bregman, Jillian Brinberg, Amy Brown,
Julia Burns, Martha Cain, Jack Camillo, Charles Cary,
Alexa Cassaro, Matthew Catenacci, Jane Cederroth,
Amanda Chang, Panos Chantzis, Jon Chironna, James
Chu, Christine Clark, Devin Cline, Philip Cohn, Julia
Conroy, Alexis Constantine, Nicholas Defreitas, Sophie
Dekoning-Teasdale, Christopher Delafuente, Di
Francesco Natalie, Daniel Dickstein, Jennifer Dilzell,
Lauren Farrell, Christine Feldbauer, Margaret Flannery,
Michael Foley, Elizabeth Fredas, Zachary Friss, Amanda
Garfinkel, Daryl Garfinkel, Sophia Geskin, Alexandra
Gockel, Kelsey Greenfield, Aileen Grogan, Bridget
Grogan, Eric Hagstrom, Tara Handza, Nina Helfman,
Pamela Hernandez, Scott Howard, Michael Irving,
Hyung Jang, Jennifer Jean-Louis, Melinda Jimenez,
Christopher Joyce, Matthew Karnofsky, Ross Kettleson,
Kathryn Kiefer, Julia Knaus, Ethan Krell, Christopher
Latimer, Alexander Leone, Jenna Leopold, Michael
Lessner, Alice Li, Jason Lipschutz, Amanda Lojo, Maria
Lomaka, Gregory Luppescu, Kathleen Lynes, Catherine
Maguire, Taylor Manetti, Ezra Margolin, Dayna Marino,
Joseph Martoglio, Cyndil Matthew, Joseph Mcgrath,
John Mcgrory, Leena Meola, Daniel Morse, Anna
Morton, Alyson Moskowitz, Shannon Murray, Taylor
Murtishaw, Dana Newman, Katherine Nguyen, Elaheh
Nozari, Mairead O’Boyle, Robert O’Rourke, Nicole
Papadopoulos, Kiran Patankar, Katherine Payne, Jaclyn
Pellicano, Ross Pohling, Alexander Powell, Thomas
Purcell, David Pusar, Samuel Rackear, Ryan Ragoza,
Anne Re, Robert Realmuto, Christiana Ricciuti,
Samantha Ritter, Jenna Roth, Raisa Rubin, Abigail
Ryan, Brigid Ryan, Todd Saunders, Matthew Scharpf,
Joshua Schwartz, Jeannette Sharpless, Christopher
Sheehan, Kimberly Shoback, Melissa Shulman,
Erieneheidi Sidhom, Dara Silverman, Amanda
Simmons, Vivek Sinanan, Colleen Smith, Moira Smith,
Marisa Stotter, Maxwell Sugarman, Marguerite Sulmont,
Ravi Tamboli, Emily Tebbetts, Dean Thompson, Jay
Tieman, Vanessa Trancoso, Ross Tucker, Alexandra
Tunis, Charisse Villa, Julia Watkins, Jennifer Weidman,
Amy Weiss, Andrew Weiss, George Wharam, Peter
Williams, Corey Wisler, Timothy Woods, Alan Work-
man, Julianne Yee, Danielle Zamarelli, Tara Zierler

12th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Gordon Arnold, Paul Bai, Ashley Bambo, Sara

Birkenthal, Max Blum, Vlad Bouchouev, Jackson
Browning, Ariel Burns, Erin Cahill, Shelby Carlin,
Kristina Chabrier, Vasilis Chantzis, Alexander
Chartrain, Dylan Clark, Abigael Clarkson, Colleen
Cleary, Benjamin Colvin, Zachary Connolly, An-
drew Davinson, Matthew De Masi, Adria Devita,
Michael Di Fabio, Anthony Di Iorio, Joshua Einbinder,
Eric Fahrenthold, Michael Forgash, Dan Fussman,
Dominique Gillyard, Nina Godbee, Jessie Goldstein,
Briana Goncalves, Robert Granstrand, Grace Hanley,
Jessica Harris, Kyle Hayden, Thomas Hogaboom,
Sydney Hopen, James Hughes, Matthew Isabella,
Allison Jakobovic, Christopher Jenkins, Ronald
Johnson, Sneha Kakileti, Adam Kavalin, Rachel
Kreutzer, Jacob Lang, Rachael Leahy, Joseph Lee,
Elizabeth Lisooey, Allison Lowenstein, Amber Lutey,
Diana Maliqi, Andrew Marra, Kathleen Masterson,
Kathryn Millen, Charlotte Morabito, Natalie
Morrison, Thomas Mruz, Julia Murphy, Charlotte
O’Leary, Su Pak, Marisa Palestino, Evan Paulan,
William Perry, Edward Purcell, Philip Queller,
Caroline Raba, Philip Ramos, Casey Reimlinger,
Elizabeth Rich, Nicole Rosenberg, Hannah Rubin,
Daniel Russo, Chiara Sabino, Nicole Scalera, Max-
well Scher, Elyssa Solomon, Ellen Straus, Lauren
Sullivan, Michael Tarnofsky, Michael Tormey, Kim-
berly Townsend, Patrick Tresnan, Alexa Vendetti,
Nicholas Vicinio, Sarah Vincett, Sean Wicks, Jamie
Wisniewski, Bianca Wong, Kyle Wright, Kevin Yang,
Joseph Yoo, Steven Zilberberg,

Cranford DECA Club
Collects Shoes Nike Can Use

REDUCE, REUSE…DECA Club members, including, left to right, Bridget
Wolansky, co-president; Phillip Nowakowski, Tim Salerno, Michael Sheehan,
Ryan Callaghan and Jill Feeney, co-president, collected more than 300 pairs of
sneakers in a two-week period, depositing them at Nike’s collection center in the
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth. From there, the shoes will be recycled into new
basketball courts in New Orleans, La.

CRANFORD – Members of
Cranford High School’s DECA Club
(Distributive Education Clubs of
America), which augments the busi-
ness curriculum through marketing
and merchandising activities and com-
petitions, recently collected used
sneakers for recycling under Nike’s
Reuse-a-Shoe Program.

The club, advised by business teach-
ers Richard Goldstein and Donna
Cathcart, collected more than 300
pairs of sneakers in a two-week pe-
riod, depositing them at Nike’s col-
lection center in the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth. From there, the
shoes will be recycled into new bas-
ketball courts in New Orleans, La.

Nike’s Reuse-a-Shoe Program, sup-
ported last year by students at
Brookside Place School through a
Learn and Serve America service-
learning grant, is one of the company’s
longest running environmental and
community programs.

Through it, worn-out athletic shoes

of any brand are collected, processed
and recycled into material used in
sports surfaces, including basketball
courts, tennis courts, athletic fields,
running tracks and playgrounds.

DECA represents the extra-curricu-
lar component of the marketing cur-
riculum at Cranford High School,
augmenting the education students
receive in the classroom through on-
the-ground business activities and
competitions that build vocational
skills, leadership ability, social intel-
ligence and civic consciousness.

On January 12, the DECA Club
will compete against more than 1,500
central New Jersey business students
during the regional conference held
at Middlesex County College.

For more information about DECA
and business education at Cranford High
School, contact either Mr. Goldstein or
Ms. Cathcart at (908) 709-6272 or at
goldstein@cranfordschools.org and
cathcartd@cranfordschools.org, re-
spectively.

Highlander Booster Club
Hosts Super Saturday

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Highlander Booster Club at Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) High School will
hold its sixth annual Super Saturday
event on January 17.

The event kicks off at 8 a.m. with a
pancake breakfast. Also at 8 a.m.,
athletic match-ups – including bas-
ketball games featuring PAL, middle
school teams and GL high school
teams, GL wrestling and boys and
girls GL fencing – will be held.

Fans will be able to enjoy the ex-
panded Highlander Vendor Market,
which opens at 10 a.m. with more
than 40 community vendors featur-
ing designer and handcrafted jew-
elry, trendy accessories, sportswear/
clothing, skin care, gourmet food
items, sweet treats and arts and crafts.

At the Highlander Club Market,
attendees will be able to purchase fan
attire and merchandise from GL clubs,
teams and organizations to show pride
and support of student-athletes.

Kids will enjoy the Highlander

Arcade for carnival games and the
Highlander Cake Walk. The Booster
Club will also sell tickets for its Super
Saturday Raffle; winners do not need
to be present to win.

Admission is $4 for adults and $3 for
children. All proceeds from the day’s
events go directly to the Highlander
Booster Club in support of the 26 ath-
letic programs at GL High School, lo-
cated at 175 Watchung Boulevard.

Mountainside Library
Hosts FAFSA Wkshp
MOUNTAINSIDE – A free par-

ent–student college workshop, “Col-
lege Financial Aid/FAFSA,” will be
held at the Mountainside public li-
brary on Thursday, January 22, from
7:15 to 8:30 p.m.

The event will help define what
records people need to apply for finan-
cial aid as well as the deadlines to apply.

To reserve a seat, contact Michael
Fleyzor at (732) 381-9685 or e-mail
mfleyzor@juno.com or contact the
library at (908) 233-0115.
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JAMMIN’...Jazz singer Denise DeLeo, with Andy Eulau on bass, left, and Hui Cox
on guitar, performed at the Kuran Arts Center last month during poetry series.

Carriage House Celebrates
10th Year with Anthology

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – About 45 people
braved frosty temperatures and snowy
streets, last month, to attend the
Fanwood Arts Council’s 10th Anniver-
sary Celebration for the Carriage House
Poetry Series (CHPS).

The event also served to launch “The
Carriage House Poetry Series 10th
Anniversary Anthology,” a book con-
taining the work of 41 poets who have
been featured readers at CHPS since its
inception in 1998.

Included in the anthology are the
poems of 2001 Pulitzer Prize winner
Stephen Dunn, 2008 American Book
Award winner Maria Gillan and Acad-
emy of America Poets Chancellor
Gerald Stern.

Some of the poets featured in the
anthology were present for the celebra-
tion. Many read their poems that are
published in the book.

The festivities took place at the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, adja-
cent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

Jazz singer Denise De Leo, accom-
panied by Hui Cox on guitar and Andy
Eulau on bass, provided entertainment.

Ms. De Leo, who has degrees in
voice and composition from Goddard
College and in Jazz Studies and Perfor-

mance from William Paterson Univer-
sity, performs other improvisational
music, in addition to jazz.

“[This reading and book launch] is
truly a lovely evening,” she said.

“What could be better than to sing
with two wonderful musicians in such
a cozy setting surrounded by a real
listening audience?”

CHPS founder Adele Kenny intro-
duced the audience to the new CHPS
mascot, PC, an eight-month-old cock–
a–poo belonging to Fanwood residents
Jan and Steve Siegal.

PC is in training to become a therapy
dog.

Also included as part of the evening’s
program were a Carriage House Series
retrospective slide show and a reading
of a commemorative poem entitled
“Poetry at the Carriage House,” com-
posed by poet and Fanwood Arts Coun-
cil member Gary Szelc.

“The Carriage House Poetry Series
Anthology” is published by Muse-Pie
Press and is available from the pub-
lisher for $12, plus $3 shipping.

To order, send an e-mail to
musepiepress@aol.com.

CHPS, currently on a winter hiatus,
will resume on February 17, with a
poetry reading by James Haba.

To learn more, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Kenny’s ‘The Kite’ Flies
High on Childhood Poems

Adele Kenny

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood resident
Adele Kenny recently released a new
chapbook, “The Kite and Other Poems
from Childhood,” consisting of 24 of
her poems, written when she was be-
tween the ages of 4 and 10.

Ms. Kenny’s love of words and lan-
guage extends back to those early child-
hood days. Her fascination evolved over
the summer when she was 4, when she
was confined to bed after being diag-
nosed with polio fever.

Ms. Kenny recalled that her parents
“steadied my world with words” dur-
ing her weeks–long convalescence.

They read to her
from the Bible, spe-
cifically the Gospel
of St. John.

“…When I first
heard the prologue
to St. John’s Gos-
pel – ‘In the begin-
ning was the Word’
– for me, it was the
beginning, the be-
ginning of devotion
to written language
and the beginning
of faith,” Ms.
Kenny said

Later, her parents
introduced her to
the poetic masters, Eugene Fields,
Emily Dickinson, William Blake and
William Butler Yeats.

The poems in “The Kite and Other
Poems of Childhood” were forgotten
until about 10 years ago.

Then, during another summer of con-
valescence, at which time the author
was grieving the death of her mother
and simultaneously battling breast can-
cer, she found a folder containing doz-
ens of her childhood poems in her

mother’s hope chest.
“Who we were informs who we are

now; I’m a survivor, and poetry re-
mains my starting place for love, grati-
tude and praise,” Ms. Kenny writes in
the preface of “The Kite and Other
Poems of Childhood.”

The topics the youthful Ms. Kenny
writes about are typical childhood ex-
periences – her perspective of a snow-
storm, the death of her grandfather and
even wetting her pants at school – but
her use of poetry as a young child to

express her feelings is where readers
will marvel.

“The poems I wrote as a child reflect
my impressions of things as they were,
what those things meant and the vari-
ous relationships involved: my
grandfather’s death and how profoundly
different it was from falling out of a tree
with my cousin Eddie, a snowstorm
and how it changed [my] outside, as
well as my inner, ‘landscape.’ Poetry
was, and remains, a way of defining
and [a] clarifying experience, a way of
seeing deeply,” she said.

Elegant in their childlike simplicity,
these early poems are precursors to the
mature works into which Ms. Kenny’s

poetry evolved, and
it is indeed a treat to
read the first efforts
of one who, in her
later years, contin-
ues to accomplish
so much in a liter-
ary sense.

Ms. Kenny is the
internationally
published author of
23 books and chap-
books.

She is also the
recipient of two
New Jersey State
Arts Council Po-
etry Fellowships; a

First Place Merit Book Award; a Writ-
ers’ Digest Book Award, and a Merton
Poetry of the Sacred Prize.

Ms. Kenny is a former professor of
creative writing at the College of New
Rochelle Graduate School.

In 1998, Ms. Kenny founded
Fanwood’s Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries (CHPS), which began as a project
funded in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County Di-

vision of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Currently, Ms. Kenny, along with

Fanwood resident Tom Plante, co-di-
rects the Fanwood Arts Council, of
which the CHPS is a satellite project.

“The Kite and Other Poems from
Childhood” is published by Finishing
Line Press, P.O. Box 1626, Georgetown
Ky., 40324.

Copies of the book can be ordered
directly from the publisher by calling
(859) 514-8966 or by e-mailing
finishingpress@aol.com.

“Poetry was, and remains...a clarifying experience, a way of seeing deeply.”
~ Adele Kenny

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes

• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 
Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches

• Scout Badge programs available

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

(classes begin January 21)

Now enrolling for 
Winter/Spring Session

SP Resident Participates in
This Year’s Special Olympics

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Patricia Michaels, 34, will
compete in downhill skiing in this
winter’s 2009 Special Olympics World
Games, held in Idaho next month.

Ms. Michaels has been skiing for
the past 20 years, an interest ignited
by her father, who was a Special
Olympics skiing coach. Ms. Michaels
started skiing when “my dad took me
on my first diamond 20 years
ago; it was fun.”

Mr. Michaels passed
away a few years ago, and
this year, Ms. Michaels
wants to continue with the
sport in her father’s memory
to “win it for my dad. My
dad will be happy.”

Adding to her list of ac-
complishments, Ms. Michaels re-
cently won the Bessie Pearlman
Achievement Award. Bessie Pearlman
was the founder of the Special Olym-
pics in New Jersey.

The Special Olympics is based on
the belief that by encouraging indi-
viduals living with mental handicaps
to participate in sports, they can bet-
ter themselves and their community.

Every other year, a New Jersey
Special Olympics athlete wins the
award for services provided in his or
her community. Nominated by a
friend, Ms. Michaels won this year
based on her work at the Stop and
Shop in Westfield, Sunrise Bright and
Gardens in Mountainside and her
hours spent volunteering at Sage El-
der Care in Summit.

Nancy Michaels, Patricia’s mom,
believes that the Special Olympics have
equipped her daughter with the tools to
become involved with her community.

“The Special Olympics are amaz-
ing,” Mrs. Michaels said. “It has

helped her to be more social. She’s a
really happy and outgoing individual,
characteristics I attribute to the Spe-
cial Olympics.”

Ms. Michaels was born with Down
syndrome, a condition that affects a
person’s cognitive abilities. Ms.
Michaels has been participating in
the Special Olympics since she was 5
years old.

Her parents initially decided to in-
volve her at such a young age be-

cause, according to her
mom, “it afforded her an
opportunity to get involved
with sports, to be like any-
one else. It makes her feel
good playing and doing well
at it.”

Ms. Michaels participates
in the New Jersey Special
Olympics as part of the

Bergen County team. In the State
Special Olympics, Ms. Michaels has
participated in a variety of sports,
including gymnastics, bowling, ski-
ing and track and field.

Athletes get a chance to participate
in the Special Olympics World Games
if they receive a gold medal, which
enters them into a lottery. If they win
the lottery, they participate in the
World Games.

Ms. Michaels was also in the Spe-
cial Olympics World Games  in 1995,
when she won a gold medal for inter-
mediate gymnastics.

The Michaels love going to the
Special Olympics and are excited for
this year’s games. Mrs. Michaels said,
“Whether you’re a member of a team
or an individual, everyone cheers for
everyone else. It’s an amazing place.
There’s not much competition, mainly
support.”

Twenty-four athletes from New
Jersey will participate in the 2009
Special Olympic World Games.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

Happily ensconced in the magical,
mystical, love- and life-affirming world
of Benjamin Button, you won’t want di-
rector David Fincher’s film to end. Even
after two hours and 39 minutes, when the
tub of popcorn is depleted, the box of
Goobers a memory and nary a drop is left
in the second, giant diet Coke refill, the
fantasy is still enchanting.

Very loosely based on F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s 1921 short story, Eric Roth
and Robin Swicord’s adaptation of The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button is glo-
riously viewer-friendly. Each chapter
better than the last, practically every per-
formance is a gem. Doubtless the title will
be repeated ad nauseam at the Oscar cer-
emonies on February 22.

And yet for all its momentous won-
ders, there is a warm simplicity in its
epochal celebration of the life
experience…not too unlike that found in
the filmmaker’s Forrest Gump (1994).
There is the beauty of each breath, a
reminder of this lucky gift that otherwise
flummoxes us, told from the vantage point
of the oddest metaphor.

In New Orleans in 1918, shortly after a
clockmaker completes the piece de resis-
tance that will adorn the train station
atrium, Benjamin Button is born. The
clock’s second hand runs backward for a
hopeful reason, and as it just so happens,
Benjamin arrives old. While baby-sized,
he appears near death. But Mom beats
him to that destiny.

The newborn’s father, a wealthy entre-
preneur in shock at the loss of his life’s love
and horrified by what he figures is a mon-
ster, first runs to dump it in the river. But
deterred by circumstances and fate, he plops
the tiny oldster down on random steps and
tucks $18 in its swaddling cloth. It turns out
they are the steps of an old age home.

Shades of Biblical import, the babe is
discovered by the home’s barren propri-
etor, Queenie, played with loving care by
Taraji P. Henson. Naturally, she adopts
the little old Moses, and he soon grows
into the cozy society that therein cossets
and makes him its mascot. Strange though,
unlike his compatriots, it appears he gets
younger with each day.

The unorthodox environment, full of
its own mores and folkways, makes for
the sort of sweet, experimental upbring-
ing literature is so fond of hypothesizing.
As in The Cider House Rules (1999), it’s
a test tube where morality and a whimsi-
cal pragmatism are taught. Here, where
love holds an honored place, it is assured
that dying is a part of life.

And, because tolerance and the unex-

Benjamin Button: A Life
In Retrospect, Literally

plained are all a very welcome share of
the trappings, little fuss is made of the
reverse path in life Benjamin seems to be
taking. He makes friends. And in time,
when he is of age and we begin to recog-
nize the remarkably handsome Brad Pitt
who plays him, he goes out into the world
and discovers women.

But just before that rite of passage, the
steadily de-maturing Benjamin meets the
salty, perennially drunk Captain Mike
(Jared Harris). Aboard the skipper’s tug-
boat, he acquits himself with distinction.
When work takes them to Russia, he
meets Tilda Swinton’s Elizabeth Abbott,
a British diplomat’s lonely wife.

In the big hotel, late at night, the expan-
sive lobby accentuates their solitude, as if
to justify the charmingly played court-
ship that leads to their illicit assignations.
Mrs. Abbott doesn’t know it, but she’s
ostensibly the older woman who intro-
duces Benjamin to the ways of the world.

Alas, WWII approaches. Captain Mike,
informing that the U.S. Navy is requisi-
tioning his tug, asks who among his crew
wishes to join in the conflict. Aye, aye,
indicates Benjamin, and soon we are swept
up in the adventure. Meanwhile, state-
side, the script prepares for the next epi-
sode in the title character’s odyssey, when
he reconnects with a friend.

Daisy was but a girl when her grand-
mother first brought her to the old age
home and “elderly” Benjamin became
her playmate. Then life parted them, their
only connecting link the gazetteer of post-
cards he promised to regularly send. Daisy,
marvelously played by Cate Blanchett,
has since followed her bliss and become
a ballet dancer in New York.

When they meet again, she is a vibrant
participant in the city’s emerging, post-
war, Bohemian culture. She has also ac-
quired a beau or two. To tell more about
the reconnection would be a misprision
on the critic’s part. Suffice it to note their
relationship forms the romantic core of
the plot. Dual nominations may be in
order.

Pity there is no Oscar for best use of a
gimmick. If the qualification were that
the ploy must be fascinating while en-
hancing – rather than overshadowing –
the film’s message, the reverse-age thing
would be a shoo-in. Artfully shuffling
time and perspective, The Curious Case
of Benjamin Button leaves little doubt as
to what’s really important in life.

* * *
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button,

rated PG-13, is a Paramount Pictures re-
lease directed by David Fincher and stars
Brad Pitt, Cate Blanchett and Taraji P.
Henson. Running time: 159 minutes

‘Under My Skin’ Opens
At Tomasulo Gallery

CRANFORD – From January 23
through February 26, the exhibition,
“Under My Skin: Environmental Por-
traits,” by photographer John Wyatt,
will be on display in the Tomasulo
Gallery at Union County College’s
Cranford campus.

Photographed in black and white,
Mr. Wyatt chose people who were
dedicated to tattoo art and who col-
lected art on their body, just like the
person who accumulates art in their
home.

This exhibition is a part of a 27-
year project for Mr. Wyatt, who has
had a fascination with tattooing since
his early teenage years.

In 1977, Wyatt began this project
by photographing heavily tattooed
people in their own environments,
which at the time were mostly tattoo
artists because they were the most
heavily tattooed people before the
current popularity of the art.

Mr. Wyatt photographed people
from diverse economic and occupa-
tional backgrounds. He took the pho-

tographs in black and white in order
to place the emphasis on the person
and not the tattoos, so the viewer
would see the subjects as the indi-
viduals they are and not just for their
tattoos.

Mr. Wyatt’s work can be found
many places, including in a perma-
nent collection in the Jersey City
Museum and in the exhibition,
“Sprawl, A Look at the Overbuilding
of New Jersey,” at the Arts Guild of
Rahway.

The opening reception for “Under
My Skin” will be held on Friday,
January 23, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Tomasulo Gallery, located on the first
floor of MacKay Library on the
college’s Cranford campus, located
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Mondays through Thursdays and
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For
more information, call (908) 709-
7155.

Pearl Street Gallery
Displays WF Artist’s Work

“Cheeseburger Deluxe”

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of paintings by
Westfield artist Gina Minichino in the
gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural
and Heritage Af-
fairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in
Elizabeth.

A selection of
her paintings en-
titled “Monsters,
Food and the Fig-
ure” is on display
at the Pearl Street
Gallery until Janu-
ary 30. Gallery
hours are 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. week-
days.

“I grew up with
a pencil, pen or marker in my hand.
After graduating from Westfield High
School, I knew I wanted to go to art
school in New York to learn to draw
cartoons,” Ms. Minichino said of her
early work. “At the School of Visual
Arts I studied with great cartoonists
like Harvey Kurzman, Will Eisner and
Sam Viviano. After graduation, I took
a painting class and found a new pas-
sion.”

She added, “I loved exploring light
and color and learning how it all
worked. I was very fortunate to hook

up with the prestigious Allan Stone
Gallery in New York. I continue to
paint things that fascinate me…like
people…and junk food…”

Ms. Minichino was awarded first
place in Celebrat-
ing Excellence,
The Merck 2005
Union County
Juried Art Show.
Her paintings were
featured in the
April 2008 issue of
NJ Savvy Living
Magazine. She has
exhibited her work
in many galleries
in the tri-state area,
including the Vi-
sual Arts Center of
New Jersey in
Summit and the

Braunsdorf Gallery in Westfield.
Ms. Minchino’s illustrations have

appeared in Weird NJ Magazine,
Chiller Theater Magazine, Wicked
Mystic Magazine and Dark Muse Pub-
lications.

For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202. Free on-site
parking is available. For related ques-
tions, call (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers can dial 711.

LUNCHEON PLANS…Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) met
recently at Suburban Golf Club in Union to initiate plans for the club’s annual
scholarship luncheon. WCW awards scholarships twice yearly to Westfield High
School seniors. WCW members, pictured from left to right, are: Betty Peterson,
President Dolores Geisow, Marjorie Saylor-Wilson and Ann Ober.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Silk Flowers
don’t have to look

plastic & dusty.
Come see why our extensive line
of life like Silk Flowers, Trees

and Wreaths are different.

Custom Silk Arrangement
Service Available

GRAND
 OPENING

Taste the Fresh...

Try Our New...

LUNCH COMBO...

BYOB • Dine In • Take-Out • Catering

www.gabisushiandnoodles.com

Kabob ChickenKabob Noodles

Kabob Shrimp, Scallops

Kabob Short Ribs

13 Elm Street, Westfield

908-389-1189

Open 7 days: 11am to 10pm • We Deliver

3 Sushi Rolls: Just $10

SashimiSushi

Gabi’s
Sushi & Noodles

Patricia Michaels
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SP-F Music Dept. Hosts
Day of Percussion in Feb.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
February 7, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Music Department will host a Day of
Percussion at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS).

From 10 a.m. until 6:30 p.m., the
community will have the opportunity
to experience the world of percussion
through clinics and rare performances
that will be offered by world-renowned
premier percussionists.

Clinics will be given by drumming
legend Carmine Appice, who per-
formed with the band Vanilla Fudge,
as well as with Jeff Beck and Rod
Stewart. Mr. Appice has recorded with
Stanley Clarke, Jeff Nugent and Pink
Floyd.

Master drum set player, author and
Broadway performer Tommy Igoe will
give additional clinics. Mr. Igoe has
recorded and toured with artists Stanley
Jordan, Art Garfunkel, Lauryn Hill,
Dave Grusin, New York Voices, Patti
Austin, Mark Mancina, Blood, Sweat
and Tears, and David Wilcox. He is
also the assistant conductor of the

Broadway Musical, The Lion King.
Dennis DeLucia, Drum Corps In-

ternational Hall of Famer, percussion
arranger/instructor for the well-known
Bayonne Bridgemen Drums Corps and
a nationally known percussion educa-
tor and judge, will offer a clinic, as will
Rick Puzzo, distinguished percussion
judge, music educator and marimba
soloist.

Representatives from premier per-
cussion companies (Zildjian, Gibralter,
Mike Malter Mallets and Vic Firth)
will be on hand to show off their latest
equipment.

In addition to the professionals
mentioned above, the SPFHS percus-
sion ensembles and the Terrill Middle
School percussion ensemble will also
give performances.

Admission is $5 (12 and over) or $3
(under 12) for a day of musical in-
struction and enjoyment. Refreshments
will be available to purchase all day.

For more information, visit the
SPFHS Music Boosters website at
spfk12.org/musicboosters.

Costumed Singers Celebrate
In Medieval Style at Snuffy’s

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORY TELLERS...Dick Bodmer of Renaissance Village, with the assistance of
a costumed Sean Berg, director of the Celebration Singers, recites a story during
the story-telling contest on Friday night’s program. Mr. Bodmer used to sing with
the group and, in fact, toured Europe with the Cranford singers this past summer.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Picture Medi-
eval Times sans horses and dueling
knights; now, imagine lavishly decked-
out Madrigal singers, add a dash of
Monty Python humor and you have
the Celebration Singers’ recent evening
of “The Sorry-Tellers or Once upon a
Whine,” set in the mythical Medieval
Castle of Deep Manor, which they
pronounce “manure.”

The physical location of this fantasy
night was set perfectly in the Dome
Room at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant
in Scotch Plains. Guests scaled marble
steps to the second floor and followed
a maze-like corridor to the bannered
and bedecked tri-sectioned room that
boasts stained-glass skylights and
deep-wood accents.

A jester — Sean Carroll — and other
costumed characters of the kingdom
greeted diners. With great theatricality,
the town crier (John Huetz) and royal
ranker (Matt Anderson) announced
guests’ names. Red-faced men and gig-
gling female guests entered through the
archway to be escorted to their tables.

Then, the royal guests were intro-
duced, sporting silly names that drew
laughs: Lord Short and Sweet (Rene
Cabbai), Lady Claudia Chandelier
(Nadya Geniush) Lord and Lady
Sleepensnooze (Chris Dugan and
Tanya Carroll), Lord and Lady
Whatsamatterforyou (Bill Ahern and
Mary Swarbrick), Lord and Lady
Lovely Locks (Leo Schaeffer and
Katelyn Polhemus) and finally King
and Queen Roundbottom (Rick
Marsden and Heather Crawford).

For every aspect of the dinner, the
madrigal singers had a merry ditty to
proffer the next course. “The Wassail
Song” lustily announced a sparkling-
cider drink for the audience, eliciting
cheers all around.

Musical Director Sean Berg, dressed
jauntily as the innkeeper, kept the sing-
ers in perfect tempo with his tambou-
rine accent. Before the main course,
plumed pages brought in the requisite
boar head on a platter. Thankfully, that
was not part of the menu — but prime
rib or chicken marsala filled the plates.

Musicians intertwined live trom-
bone duets with pre-recorded period
pieces. A traveling minstrel and other
players in the costumed company in-
vited people in the audience to par-

ticipate in a personal storytelling con-
test featured later in the program.

Part of the night’s interaction in-
cluded the singing of “The Twelve
Days of Christmas,” where volunteer

diners took on roles to leap like lords,
mimic piping pipers and flap like
turtle doves to the delight of the audi-
ence. In total, more than 200
partygoers enjoyed the show.

The jester and a number of his
fellow actors delivered pun-laden sto-
ries. A bearded Carol Straffi, dressed
as the Lord of Misrule, and her band
of “sorry tellers” ventured into a hi-
larious version of “Little Red Goldie
Boxer Shorts.”

Jester Sean Carroll’s story — with
comedic-genius delivery — stole the
hearts of the audience, who regis-
tered their enthusiasm through a great
cardboard “applause meter.” The

highlight of the evening, however,
was the presentation of more a
cappella numbers the group sang to
conclude the night.

The Celebration Singers really

shine at what they do best — sing.
Thunderous applause met the songs
“Cry out Ye People of God” and “In-
fant Holy” because of precise intona-
tion, beautiful harmonies and smooth
vocals.

Their final piece, “Silent Night”,
was accentuated by the darkening of
the room. Candles glimmered as over-
head lights were extinguished, and
the last crystal-clear notes reverber-
ated through the hall.

The evening ended perfectly. A so-
bering mood of gorgeous music blan-
keted the room to send the medieval
revelers back into the waiting world
of the 21st century.

Alliance Theatre Believes
Theatregoers ‘Can Handle Truth’
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Starting tomorrow,
January 16, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center, the Alliance
Repertory Theater Company is per-
forming A Few
Good Men, a
story of the fall-
out after two ma-
rines are charged
with the death of
a fellow soldier at
G u a n t a n a m o
Bay. Mike
Driscoll of Lin-
den directs, and
Scotch Plains
resident Tom
Rowe serves as
lighting designer.

The story is
about what hap-
pens when the
marines’ lawyer
sets out to ques-
tion the military
mentality and its
code of honor.
The play was
made into a movie
in 1993, starring
Tom Cruise and
Jack Nicholson,
and popularized
the line “You
can’t handle the
truth!”

According to
Mr. Driscoll, ar-
tistic and manag-
ing director at Al-
liance, part of the
reason they chose
A Few Good Men
is because he be-
lieves the plot is
relevant to
America’s situa-
tion today.

The play, he
said, depicts how,
at times, government officials tend to
go “over the edge” when making de-
cisions “under the guise…that they
are right… They may think it’s the
right thing to do, but it’s not.”

Speaking about Colonel Nathan
Jessep, Nicholson’s character in the
movie, Mr. Driscoll said, “He is an
example how one abuses his power. It
all goes back to how absolute power

corrupts absolutely.”
In 1993, Mr. Driscoll, an actor for

most of his life, starred in a stage
version of A Few Good Men one month
after the film premiered.

“I was worried people wouldn’t
see the play because of the movie, but

actually, it sold out every night,” he
remembered. “I think the play is more
powerful, more dramatic. In the
movie, they have eliminated the smok-
ing guns.” Explaining the “smoking
gun,” Mr. Driscoll said in the movie,
Jessep just “blurts out” that he or-
dered the “code red” (hazing) of the
marine who would eventually be mur-
dered. In the play, Jessep is actually

caught altering logbooks.
Three years later, in 1996, Mr.

Driscoll made the switch from acting
to directing.

“I started directing because I found
myself not getting enough from my
directors. I think that initially starting

out as an actor has
made me a better
director. It helps me
to relate and com-
municate with my
actors,” he added.

Prior to A Few
Good Men, Mr.
Rowe of Scotch
Plains had been in
charge of lighting
design for Alliance
Repertory Theater
on two previous
plays, Quasimodo
and A Boy’s Life.

Mr. Rowe has
been a lighting de-
signer for the past
30 years. Lighting
design is an art that
uses light to set a
certain mood on
stage, control the
time of day and to
highlight an actor’s
placement.

For A Few Good
Men, Mr. Rowe de-
signed the light
board and is in
charge of running
it for the perfor-
mances.

Because A Few
Good Men is set in
multiple locations
and has lots of
movement in each
scene, Mr. Rowe
focused on using
light to “isolate and
focus on the differ-
ent actors in each
scene. This tech-

nique uses light to differentiate the
multiple things happening on stage.”

Both gentlemen promised, “If you
come to see the show, you will have a
great time. The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center is gorgeous.
There are also a lot of nice restaurants
around the area.”

For tickets, call the box office at
(732) 499-8226, or go to UCPAC.org.

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey

James S. Little - Director

Saturday, January 17, 2009 – 8:00 pm

Temple Emanu-El  756 East Broad Street, Westfield

$20/$15 Students or Seniors I Tickets Available at the Door
Wheelchair Accessible I For Information Call: 908-518-0152

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.NJ State Council on the Arts

Alto:  Joseph Hill - Solomon    Tenor:  Stephen Sands  -  Zadok

Soprano:  Andi Campbell  -  Queen    Baritone:  Mark Watson  -  A Levite

Additional Soloists: Cynthia Brogan, Pamela Keller & Stephen McCarthy

Alliance Rep. Presents
A Few Good Men

AREA – Aaron Sorkin’s play A
Few Good Men, which became an
award-winning movie in 1993 star-
ring Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson,
will be presented by Alliance Reper-
tory Theatre’s 16-member cast.

This production comes to life in the
renovated Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway from January
16 to 31. Performances will take place
on Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m., as well as Sunday matinees at 2
p.m.

The Saturday, January 17, produc-
tion is an open caption production.

Tickets cost $27. Students and se-
niors can attend for $17.

For more information, call (732)
499-8226 or visit ucpac.org.




