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Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale        IISSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399

www.goleader.com/express

“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Former Photographer Recalls
Watching JFK in ’62 at Otis

Garwood Should Not Reappoint
Lombardo to the RSVA Board Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council and copied to the
newspaper. It was edited for brevity and
approved by the writer.

*****
The Garwood appointee to the Rahway

Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
comes up for appointment soon and needs
to be filled come February 1. The natural
sequence would be for the mayor to re-
appoint Garwood’s RVSA sitting mem-
ber, Charles Lombardo, for another five-
year term and look to council approval.
However, a lot has changed from when
Mr. Lombardo was appointed five years
ago. Mayor, the residents suggest you
select another candidate to represent
Garwood at the RVSA. Councilmen, if
the mayor fails in his diligence, before
you deliberate and vote, please consider
the issues below.

Since his last appointment, Mr.
Lombardo had been designated by politi-
cal party people as the Democrat commit-
tee chairman of Garwood. This is a posi-
tion where the priority is to advance the
ideals of a political party and to find
candidates to fill positions of power in
local government. Mr. Lombardo now
has a single political party credo as his
mantra and that specifically takes priority
over general concerns of the residents.
The RVSA should not end up with high-
level partisan people involved. The RVSA
is not about politics, but about the resi-
dents’ welfare.

There are 11 members on the RVSA
board. Each is a representative and was
appointed by a town that the RVSA serves.
The board is well represented with expe-
rience, and if Garwood selects a fresh
candidate with no experience, that would
not be any different than the two towns
that felt comfortable enough to do it the
previous year.

In 2007, the RVSA had introduced an

issue that the RVSA should privatize it-
self. Quickly, many member towns,
Garwood’s mayor and council included,
wrote letters to the RVSA stating un-
equivocally that this action should not be
taken up by the RVSA board at that time.
However, contrary to the member towns’
directions, in an RVSA meeting in the
third quarter of 2007, certain individuals
including Mr. Lombardo, voted to start
the process toward privatization of the
RVSA. This was against the wishes of the
Garwood mayor and council. This vote to
start the privatization process passed by a
one-vote majority. Mr. Lombardo voted
for this privatization. Member towns were
outraged about this act of malfeasance by
the RVSA board. Certain RVSA mem-
bers wrote letters to the papers denounc-
ing this “forced” vote. Two towns subse-
quently removed their members and re-
appointed new ones when those mem-
bers’ terms were up. Due to the vocal
backlash of many towns, the RVSA board
rescinded the vote the following month.

The Garwood residents that same year
then voted Mr. Lombardo out of his coun-
cil seat when he was up for reelection.

One may ask, “Why would Mr.
Lombardo act with malfeasance when
strict directions were given to him by
Garwood?” Senator Lesniak, a Democrat
State Senator from eastern Union County,
has a law firm named Weiner-Lesniak
that does business with many govern-
mental entities, almost all of which are
Democrat controlled. Garwood has been
exposed to Lesniak and his law firm,
since they represented the development
of the MEWs and also the failed applicant
for St. Anne’s. These developers are do-
nors to Lesniak and his political cam-
paigns.

Subsequently, we ended up with a sub-
standard project in the MEWs as the
porches were collapsing and walls of the
town homes, with residents living there
already, had to be demolished to correct
erroneous construction. Five years ago,
when Mr. Lombardo became the Demo-
crat party chairman of Garwood, he also
“coincidentally” got a good job in the
Union County government, which is also
Democrat controlled. In essence, now
Mr. Lombardo could be counted on for
allegiance to Sen. Lesniak.

It was from Sen. Lesniak’s control, in
the late ’90’s, the RVSA board had sud-
denly voted to change the legal firm for
the RVSA to Wiener-Lesniak. In the 10
years since installing Lesniak’s law firm,
billings went from $50,000 per year aver-
age to close to $500,000 last year. This is
all paid by our tax monies we pay the
RVSA. At the end of last year, after
seeing the RVSA/ Lesniak legal billings
skyrocket, certain factions of the board
introduced a vote to consider two other
legal firms to replace Wiener-Lesniak.
Unfortunately, the vote went to retain
Weiner-Lesniak with Mr. Lombardo vot-
ing for Lesniak. If the vote to privatize the
RVSA went through, Mr. Lesniak’s law
firm would have made hundred’s of thou-
sands of dollars more of taxpayer money
for studies and commissions reports.

Mr. Lombardo has sworn to be totally
partisan. I feel it is a conflict in as such he
does not represent the residents anymore
but now represents a political party. In
good conscience and with respect to the
residents, you should not reappoint Mr.
Lombardo to the RVSA.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

In July, 1962, Ed Topar, now of
Mountainside, and I were serving with
the New Jersey Air National Guard at
Otis Air Force Base, Massachusetts. Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy would routinely
arrive at the base on his way to the family
home in Hyannis. On one Saturday morn-

ing, an Air Force public affairs officer
from Linden arranged for us to watch the
arrival of the President.

I was a Newark Evening News photog-
rapher at the time and shot a photo of the
vibrant President Kennedy as he clasped
a small girl’s hand. On the recent 45th
anniversary of his assassination, the Cape
Cod Times published my photo along
with a request to readers to help identify
the girl. In just a day, Nancy Newman
Baumgarten, now of Glen Cove, Ill., con-
tacted the paper. She said the picture
showed her at eight years old, along with
her late father, newspaperman Larry
Newman. She also identified the base
commander, Lt. Col. Ernie White.

Now it would be great to find that
friendly Linden native who helped to
make the picture possible. I’ve forgotten
his name, but perhaps, once again, read-
ers may be able to identify him and con-
tact your newspaper.

Jim Lowney
Toms River

Editor’s Note: If anyone knows the
name of the Linden man sought in this
letter, please send an e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

Why Would UN Allow Palestinians
To Put School In Harms Way?

Dead children at a UN school in Gaza
...how horrific. Why on earth would Pal-
estinian leaders use an area right by such
a school as a staging area for mortar
attacks into Israel? Why would the UN
allow it? Civilians will be tragically killed
until Hamas stops using them as shields.
Such leaders. They continue to surround
themselves and their arms caches with
women and children in the hope that it
will protect them or draw Israeli fire that
results in civilian casualties and photos in
the paper. This is child abuse.

More than 3,200 rockets and mortars
were launched into towns and farms in
Israel just in 2008. Rockets that have no
military target. Rockets that intentionally
target civilians and only civilians. I was in
Sderot in 2006 with 12 chiefs of staff of
U.S. Congressmen. The siren went off as
we had lunch and the mayor told us we did
not have to worry because our room was
safe. But children and adults outside had
15 to 20 seconds to get to shelter. Chil-
dren wet the bed and cry at night. Parents
do not want them to play outside. Some
have since left their hometowns.

One in eight Israelis is now in range of
the larger rockets Hamas has smuggled
into Gaza since 2005. Israel pulled all of
its civilians and soldiers out of Gaza at
that time (and left community centers,
synagogues and some greenhouses in
place) in hopes that Palestinians would
prepare to be a state and a neighbor.
Instead the leaders spent their time and
resources on creating a new crop of mar-
tyrs, building up the supply of rockets and
mortars and sending them into Israel.
Such a waste. Such a shame.

What would you have Israel do? Pull-
ing out of Gaza did not work (in fact it has
made many Israeli towns vulnerable.)
Talk has not worked. Threats of retalia-
tion have not worked. Even now the bomb-

ing of Gaza has not completely stopped
the rockets. Israel asks only what the
quartet of world leaders set out as condi-
tions; 1, recognize that Israel does have a
right to exist; 2, abandon the
terror…whether rockets or human sui-
cide bombers; 3, accept existing agree-
ments between Israelis and Palestinians.

Is this really too much to ask? It is time
for all good people to say to Palestinians
and to all the Arab and Muslim
world…enough! Jews have a right to one
tiny country the size of New Jersey. That
country is called Israel and is in the Middle
East. Think of it. Palestinians could have
had a country in 1947, and many times
after that, if they and the leaders of the
Arab and Muslim world only accept this.

Allyson Gall
American Jewish Committee

Millburn

Join Your Local
First Aid Squad

A new year, coupled with the troubled
economy, has many New Jerseyans re-
examining their future and re-evaluating
priorities. People today endeavor to spend
their time more productively and make a
difference. One sure way to positively
impact many lives, including your own, is
to join your local volunteer first-aid squad.
Shrinking municipal budgets, New
Jersey’s aging population, congested
roads and the ever-present threat of ter-
rorism are just some of the reasons EMS
volunteers are indispensable.

Being an EMS volunteer instills a sense
of pride and accomplishment; enables
one to knowledgeably aid friends and
strangers in times of dire need; helps keep
down local taxes, and provides opportu-
nities to learn life-saving skills.

Volunteer EMS experience helps steer
people toward paid careers in healthcare,
which are more recession-proof than most
occupations. Because many people find
their EMS experience so rewarding, they
often continue volunteering for years.

The 80-year-old nonprofit New Jersey
State First Aid Council represents more
than 20,000 EMS volunteers affiliated
with 365 first-aid and rescue squads. For
help in launching your EMS career, visit
njsfac.org or call (732) 988-9110.

Sue Van Orden
Lincoln Park

President, NJ First Aid Council

Thank Goodness for School Boards
(Yes, School Boards)

Few people question the need for their
local planning board or their town coun-
cil. Yet some people believe school boards
somehow represent an archaic form of
government – that they don’t matter, and
might even be expendable.

Heaven forbid! In this age when state
and federal officials seem increasingly
insulated from hometown concerns,
school boards do matter very much in-
deed.

Here’s why: education is that impor-
tant. Education has become a top priority
in all communities. Property values are
determined in no small part by the quality
of the public schools. Think about it: the
first question a prospective homeowner
asks is, ‘What are the schools like here?’
If you want to raise the desirability and
the quality of life of your community,
start with your schools.

Yes, education is that important. So it
stands to reason that a community should
have a voice at the local level, with the
sole responsibility of shaping the quality
of its school system.

A voice for all. An estimated three
fourths of the adult population does not
have school-age children. Yet public edu-
cation impacts everyone: business own-
ers hiring staff, universities enrolling stu-
dents, and of course, homeowners paying
property taxes. School boards don’t run
schools (that’s the job of school adminis-
trators). Rather, school boards ensure the
schools are well run – and they’re ac-
countable to everyone.

Remove school boards, and you’ve
lost the voice of the people. It’s that
simple.

Of the community, for the community.
Teachers, principals, school administra-
tors – even state education officials – all
play an irreplaceable role in public educa-
tion. But they all have a personal financial
stake in the process, and most have pow-
erful labor unions watching over their
interests. Furthermore, nothing requires
them to live in their school district where
they work.

School board members, who are en-
tirely unpaid, are the only people in pub-
lic education who are from the commu-
nity, selected by the community, to serve
the community.

Well-trained by law, school board
members must attend NJSBA training
during each of the first three years of their
first term in office, and once again each
time they are re-elected or reappointed.
No other elected officials in the state – not

mayors, county freeholders, state legisla-
tors or our Congressional representatives
– are required to undergo any kind of
professional development…and certainly,
nothing of this magnitude. The people
guiding your school system are among
the best-trained public officials our state
has ever seen.

Delivering success. New Jerseyans re-
ceive a solid return on their investment in
education. The Garden State consistently
ranks at the head of the class in national
assessments of student achievement. The
National Assessment of Educational
Progress, called the “Nation’s Report
Card,” ranks New Jersey among the top
handful of states in students’ math, read-
ing and writing skills. Our high-school
graduation rate is the best in the nation.
It’s no wonder that the National Center
for Public Policy and Education gave
New Jersey schools a grade of “A” in how
well we prepare students for college.

If education is indeed a “number one”
priority, wouldn’t you demand to have a
panel of watchdogs, beholden to the com-
munity, who is accessible and account-
able to the community? Well, such a body
exists, and it’s called the school board.

Thank goodness we have them.
Note: citizens who want to be school

board candidates for the April 21, annual
school election must submit a nominating
petition to the school district by March 2.
For more information, ask for NJSBA’s
Candidate Kit at your local school board
office, or go online to njsba.org.

Harry Delgado, President
NJ School Boards Association

“The Tough
Get Going”

Advertise
Here

goleader.com

goleader.com/express

                                 
                   

   

 
    

 
    

   
           

                
                 

                
      
     
       

     

      


