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Thank You for Helping
‘Support Our Troops’
Thank you for helping The Support

Our Troops Committee at Post # 3 of The
American Legion in Westfield. Your print-
ing our press releases since October 2006
has allowed us to send 18 shipments of
goods to our troops in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. We’ve shipped to troops with a N.J.
connection and they really appreciate the
goods and the notes our donors include.
Anyone interested in helping us can con-
tact Pete Hogaboom at (908) 247-7630.
Our committee will pack our 19th ship-
ment on January 27, at the Post starting at
7:30 p.m. Thanks to all our donors past,
present and future.

Pete Hogaboom, Chairman
Support Our Troops Committee

Authorities Need to Fix Crosswalk
Button on South & Westfield Avenues

I was very happy to attend the swearing
in and reorganization meetings in both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. I wish the
elected and re-elected public officials in
both towns the best of luck in their terms
in office. Both Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Mayor Nancy Malool mentioned the dif-
ficult financial year we expect in 2009. I
agree that this year will test us and bring
about many challenges, but I share the
enthusiasm and optimism of both mayors
in working to meet and overcome them.

Student Parking on WHS Grounds
Must Be Re-Instituted by BOE

Westfield BOE and Municipal
Government: Reduce Expenses

SP Planning Board Chairman Sartor
Steps Down As Term Expires

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

Partnering With Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Mayors

I was very impressed with the appoint-
ment of Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss by
Mayor Malool and approved by the coun-
cil in Scotch Plains. It’s an example of the
kind of teamwork we will need in 2009. I
hope both councils will work well to-
gether for the good of our communities.

I’ve told both mayors to reach out to
me and I’m ready from a county perspec-
tive to partner with them as we work
through 2009. I want to wish a happy and
healthy New Year to all.

It’s that time again. Our annual budget
needs to be addressed and there are seri-
ous dollar shortages. The rest of the coun-
try, including other New Jersey towns,
has recognized one truism: “Never raise
taxes during an economic crisis.” Instead
they look at reduced services, reduced
workforce and other cost-cutting devices.
Our governor is trying to do this, but is
Westfield prepared to do the same? I am
sorry to say I have not seen any recent
signs that we are.

Let me make a suggestion to our board
of education. We have a very good school
system and it has played a large role in
keeping our property values high. How-
ever, something needs to be done about
our annual tax increases since it is really
impacting many people on a fixed income
who have lived in Westfield for many
years. So is there any way we can cut
expenses? Maybe class sizes can be in-
creased as staff is reduced? Could the
number of administrators be carefully
evaluated to see if we need all of this

support? I know this is no easy task, but
something has to be done to keep our
property taxes from rising every year.

And as far as the municipal budget is
concerned, here are a few suggestions.
Reduce the number of parking vultures
that roam our parking lots looking for
violators. Their aggressiveness has been
noted in letters to The Westfield Leader
for months. Also, do we really need a
police car on Dudley Avenue almost ev-
ery day looking for speeders? Could this
be done by radar if it so necessary? I am
sure there are other measures that can be
implemented without adversely affecting
the safety of our residents.

I am making these suggestions in the
hope that something can be done. If any
other residents have additional sugges-
tions to make, please do so promptly
before the budgets are finalized. Thank
you for your consideration.

Kurt Pollak
Westfield

"It's Dark Now, And Pedestrians En-
counter Increased Danger." This was the
headline of your November 6 editorial
where you called for increased vigilance
on the part of pedestrians, motorists and
cyclists and asked for our suggestions on
this topic. My suggestion would be for the
authorities responsible for ensuring our
safety to do their part.

On December 22, I came home on my
usual train, which arrives in Westfield at
4:34 p.m. (according to the printed sched-
ule).  On this day I had my 75-year-old
mother accompanying me. We walked
from the station to the crosswalk on South
Avenue at Westfield Avenue. I pressed
the crosswalk button and we waited. We
waited over several minutes, through
multiple light changes at the other lights
but not at ours. It was cold and after
realizing that the light was not working, I
called Sound Station and one of the em-
ployees came out and pressed the cross-
walk button on the south side and the light
changed. We thanked him and when I
arrived home I promptly called the
Westfield police and reported the prob-
lem.

Over the days since, the button to
change the light signal still does not ap-
pear to be working.  On January 8, I again
called the Westfield police and was told
that they had reported it to Union County
because it was Union County’s problem

as South Avenue is a county road. The
officer gave me the number and I called
the Union County police and was quickly
told that it was a Westfield problem, that
the traffic lights are the responsibility of
the municipality not the county.

In the meantime, pedestrians trying to
cross South Avenue from the north are
without a working signal. Luckily it does
work on the other side where the school
crossing guard is stationed and he stops
traffic when he sees someone waiting
forlornly on the other side. But unless I
change my schedule to come home when
there is a crossing guard, I am forced to
either telephone someone else to come
and push the south side button or dodge
traffic to cross the street at a crosswalk.

All I ask is that someone in government
recognize that it is his or her responsibil-
ity to fix the problem for everyone’s safety,
motorists as well as pedestrians. And I
would like to give a tremendous thank
you to Sound Station, a local business, for
being a part of the community and help-
ing when asked.

Andrew Lee
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Lee reported on Tues-
day that the signal was fixed and that he
thanks whoever was responsible. He
doesn’t know if his calls had an impact but
said the important thing is that it was fixed.

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the members of the Westfield Board of
Education (BOE) and Superintendent
Margaret Dolan and copied to the news-
paper.

*****
Last August 2008, I attended a BOE

meeting. I asked questions regarding the
re-establishment of student-designated
parking on WHS (Westfield High School)
grounds with the use of remaining monies
from the $21-million WHS Improvement
Bond. This bond was passed on Decem-
ber 12, 2000. Due to the high school
building addition and the additional staff
that was hired, students are no longer
permitted to park on WHS grounds. Cur-
rently all parking spaces are used solely
by teachers and staff. In years prior to the
improvements, WHS students were al-

lowed to park in the WHS parking lot.
These student-designated spaces were
distributed by lottery.

As a follow up to my questions and
subsequent answers from last August, I
am inquiring about the status of the even-
tual re-providing of student-designated
parking on WHS grounds, as part of some
of the final improvements to WHS. Cre-
ating parking spaces along Rahway Av-
enue next to the side auditorium doors
and where a never-used, tall wooded
climbing wall currently exists seem like
great ideas that would not sacrifice any
athletic playing field space! I hope that
the BOE will focus on this issue and that
something will be accomplished before
the 2009-2010 school year!

Michael Nemeth
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
planning board members and copied to
the newspaper.

*****
As you know, the planning board chair-

man is nominated every year and serves
for that year. Thus, technically, I have
served four terms in the last four years. I
would like you all to know what a plea-
sure it has been for me to work with all of
you as your chairman. I am continually
impressed with your dedicated pursuit in
the acquisition of full knowledge regard-
ing each application before reaching your
decisions. I am impressed as well by your
teamwork in pursuing new information to
develop new policies and procedures for
the good of our board and of our town-
ship.

In the first 19 years of my 25 years of
service on the planning board, Bob
Johnston was the chairman (and, I believe
had been chairman for a number of years
before) when I came on. When he left for
his council seat, George Tomkins suc-
ceeded him and served as chairman
through 2002. Joe Doyle was chairman in
2003 and 2004, and I have been chairman
from 2005 to the end of this year. Thus, I
am only the fourth person to have served
as chairman in the last 25 years!

When I accepted the chairmanship in
2005, I had suggested a set of bylaws,
which specified term limits for all of the
board’s officers. I have always felt that
the planning board’s charge to be vision-
aries for our township was negated by
dynasty leadership.

By rotating the executive positions of
the board, including not only the chair-
man, but also the vice chairman and sec-
retary, periodic new leadership would
bring new ideas – new visions as it were

– to our planning board, for each member
brings his/her own special creative tal-
ents and expertise to the board.

I am pleased to have been appointed by
Mayor Malool to another four-year term
as a Class IV planning board member. I
hope to return to the work of creating a set
of bylaws for the board as chairman of the
rules and procedures committee.

One recommendation would be that a
planning board member could only be
elected to the one-year term of chairman,
vice chairman or secretary for four years
in succession for each office. If the person
has been a long-term (time to be deter-
mined) member of the board, eight years
would have had to pass before that person
would again be eligible for nomination
and election to the particular office he or
she had held for four years. Of course,
these bylaws would have to be studied by
a committee, presented to the full board
and approved.

At this time, and until further study by
the rules and procedures committee, I do
not have the inside scoop that my concept
for limiting the chairmanship or the two
other offices will be the one that prevails.
However, I do know that I feel a personal
responsibility to practice what I preach.

And so, I will not be seeking the chair-
manship for a fifth term next Monday
evening. My reasoning, as stated above,
is based on my observations of the work-
ings of the board for the last 25 years.

Again, thank you for your hard work
and support during my tenure as chair-
man. And in anticipation of next Monday’s
election, I wish the new chairman well
and offer my full support.

Maria Sartor
Scotch Plains Planning Board

Thanks for Coverage of
Cell Tower Application

Many thanks for your coverage (corre-
spondent Christina M. Hinke) of the
Cranford zoning board meetings concern-
ing the proposed 120-foot cell phone tower
located on the border of Westfield and
Cranford at the Cranford Swim Club.
There have been many long meetings and
many testimonials to cover, but your ar-
ticles for The Westfield Leader were al-
ways clear, concise and correct and helped
greatly to clarify the key issues for many
residents.

With the unanimous decision by the
zoning board to deny this proposal, we
feel encouraged that this threat to our
homes and neighborhoods as well as
Lenape Park has lessened considerably.

Thank you again for your excellent
reports of the Cranford zoning board
meetings in The Leader and we wish you
all the best in 2009.

Schuvart Family and nearby
Westfield/Cranford residents

Lions Thank Patrons
For Success of Sale

The Fanwood Lions Club gives a big
thank you to all who purchased Christmas
trees, wreaths, etc. This year was the best
by far, and the club has only to thank all
who participated in our sale.

Monies raised will go to our various
charities, in particular for the visually
impaired. Three $1,500 scholarships are
awarded to our local students, some of
whom have come to help us set up – we
thank you, and some to purchase trees –
we thank you.

Remember us next year.

Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood

Thanks for Donating
Coats to Those in Need

We would like to thank everyone who
so generously donated coats at Christoffers
Flowers and Gifts over the past month.

This being our first year as a drop-off
location for WBGO Jazz 88’s annual coat
drive, we didn’t quite know what to ex-
pect, but never anticipated the volume of
coats or the joy with which they were
given.

By the end of the drive on January 9, we
had received close to 300 coats.

Thank you, contributors for your coats,
The Westfield Leader for your support,
WBGO for your organization and promo-
tion, and The New Community Corp. for
distributing all of these beautiful coats to
those who really need them.

We look forward to the joy of helping
WBGO again.

Kurt and Fiona Christoffers
Mountainside

Thanks to All Who Donated to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
‘Wish Tree’ Program, Making It a Great Success

Letters to the Editor

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Social
Service Department and the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation would like to thank
all of those who made our “Wish Tree”
program such a success again this year.
Donations were from the Scotch Plains
Business Professional Association, em-
ployees and parents of The Goddard
School in Fanwood, PNC Bank/Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Scotch Plains Post
Office, Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA,
and The Scotch Plains Golden Agers.

The individuals to be thanked are Mr.
and Mrs. C. Brown, members of the
American Legion Post 209, Mr. and Mrs.
T. Atkins, Eleanor McGovern, and the
mayors, councils, administrations and
employees of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the Borough of Fanwood. Other
donators included Lisaann Kawolec,
Diva’s Salon, Junior Women’s Club, the
members of Woodside Chapel, Jessie
Furino, Neighbor to Neighbor, the
Herzberg Family, Panera’s, Suisse Pastry
Shop, Mountainside Bakery, St. Paul’s
Church, the teachers and staff of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District, and
“Tammy.”

A very special thank you to all my
“elves,” Lynn Payne (Chief Elf), Amy
Davies, Janet Kestner, Susan D’Appuzzo,
Maggie Savoca, Josephine Walsh, Margo
Pierce, Barbara Anilo, Joan Donovan,
Erica Donovan, JoJo Donovan, Brian
Trippet and the employees of Scotch
Plains Recreation Grounds Department,

who helped us do a quick change move a
day early due to weather and, as always,
my boss Michael Ross for his patience,
my husband Jim for his help, my daughter
Jenn Harper, Goddard School, for her
assistance with a tree and distribution.
And most of all to the residents of so
many towns that granted the “wishes.”
This was the best year yet even with the
tremendous increase in families in need.
The generosity of so many people was
overwhelming and extremely heart warm-
ing. If I missed anyone, I apologize, and
again, say Thank you.

Marie Davis
Program Coordinator

 Township of Scotch Plains

Property Taxes Due
The office of the Westfield Tax Col-

lector will be open on February 2, from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the payment of
property taxes. Please call (908) 789-
4051 with any questions or e-mail
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov. Interest
will be charged beginning on Friday,
February 6.

Susan Noon
Westfield Tax Collector

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gemutlich – Agreeable; cheerful
2. Avenaceous – Belonging to, or hav-

ing the nature of oats
3. Langlauf – A cross-country ski run
4. Tivy – With great speed

DOTHIENENTERITIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Inflammation of the intestines; ty-

phoid fever
3. Inflammation of the spleen
4. Inflammation of the spinal column;

arthritis of the spine
DECAUDATE

1. To deprive of a tail
2. To pull back or retreat suddenly
3. To fade or erode
4. To pluck or remove the feathers

from an animal, such as geese
ASCHAM

1. A scam or a hoax
2. An eyepatch
3. A receptacle for archery implements
4. A sort of coarse canvas

ULULATION
1. Difficulty in the pronunciation of the

letter “l”
2. Howling or hooting
3. An awakening or rousing
4. An introductory remark or a fore-

word

More Letters on Page 5

What’s Better: Bipartisan,
Nonpartisan or Chasing Windmills?
In local politics, we often hear that elected offi-

cials either acted poorly in a partisan manner or
acted appropriately in a bipartisan manner. Seldom
do we hear that elected officials acted in a nonpar-
tisan manner. This is surprising in that the public
expects local officials to be nonpartisan. Few care
about what party one belongs to – just what kind of
leadership will be provided.

That’s why we commend new Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool and the township council for
selecting Jeff Strauss to be deputy mayor for 2009.
They are from different political parties. In our
view, the appointment of Mr. Strauss as deputy
mayor was a nonpartisan act, as he appears to be the
best person for the position, and this is with the best
interests of the residents in mind.

Al Mirabella, new chairman of the Union County
Freeholder Board and a Fanwood resident, praises
the selection of Mr. Strauss, noting somewhat of a
pleasant surprise. Now, Mr. Mirabella pledges hav-
ing the county work closely with the municipal
governments of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. We
think this is a very good, nonpartisan breakthrough
and that all towns should take advantage of Mr.
Mirabella’s overture.

In the past, municipalities and the county seemed
too often to go on their merry, independent ways.
The Ralph G. Froehlich Public Safety Building was
built on North Avenue in Westfield without discus-
sions with the Town of Westfield, and officials from
the town were not invited to the grand opening.

However, this was a few years ago, and since then,
the county freeholders attended a Westfield Town
Council meeting only last year. It was a welcome
change, and both entities discovered that the others
did not have horns.

Conversely, hardly ever does an official from any
town ever attend a freeholder meeting to see first-
hand what is going on there or to let the freeholders
know of their concerns.

Bruce Paterson writes this week to Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy objecting to the reap-
pointment of Charles Lombardo to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board, citing
partisan votes of Mr. Lombardo in the past. Mr.
Paterson calls for a nonpartisan appointment. We
believe this is a good idea, and Mayor McCarthy

can follow the lead of Mayor Malool.
In that the RVSA consumes considerable prop-

erty taxes in the form of fees, their actions must be
governed with the best interests of the residents in
mind.

In smaller matters no less important, Andrew Lee
of Westfield writes of a traffic signal problem on
South Avenue at the train station. In his efforts to get
it fixed, he says Westfield claimed it to be a county
problem, and the county claimed it to be a Westfield
problem. Recently, the signal was fixed. Westfield
and the county must have worked together.

In this day and age when residents are looking for
better government to address the real problems
faced, it seems more than essential that all factions
work closely together. Yet, when we think of parti-
san, bipartisan and nonpartisan, we leave several
other essential groups out of the loop.

As example, school boards claim to be estab-
lished as nonpolitical entities. Maybe so, but they
consume two-thirds of the property taxes – the rise
of which is unchecked. Michael Nemeth of
Westfield writes this week that a residential park-
ing problem by the high school requires school
board action. Is this an opportunity for nonpartisan
cooperation?

For that matter, we cannot recall a mayor or
council member attending a school board meeting
– or vice versa. Who attends meetings of the RVSA?

Special Improvement Districts like the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) consume taxes. Last
month, the DWC took controversial action on sur-
plus funds to the dismay of Councilman Sal Caruana.
Should the DWC be brought into the nonpartisan
loop to assure the interests of the residents?

On Tuesday, Governor Jon Corzine delivered his
State of the State address with a pep talk. In our
minds, he did little to address the real issues, yet
postponed many of the inevitabilities. Too bad, as
we believe the public is ready to start fixing the
problems.

So, it is not about donkeys or pachyderms; it is
more than bipartisanship – maybe even more than
nonpartisanship.

Let’s follow and expand on Mr. Mirabella’s lead
– “Everyone work together, unselfishly, for the
common good.” Let’s stop chasing windmills.


