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POLICE BLOTTER

Fanwood Businessman
Pleads Guilty to Sex Crimes

Three Men Charged
With WF Burglaries
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Police Department has been conduct-
ing an intensive investigation into the
rash of residential burglaries that have
been occurring since November 1.
This three-month investigation by
members of the detective bureau has
resulted in the arrest of three indi-
viduals, according to a press release
from the department.

Brandon Sandford, 26, of Belford
has been arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief
in connection with a burglary occur-
ring on Hardwick Avenue. Paul Hecht,
39, and Michael Brown, 38, both of
Cliffwood Beach have been arrested
and charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection with
burglaries occurring on Quantuck
Lane, Shackamaxon Drive, Lawrence
Avenue and Roanoke Road.

would likely only be for half or whole
day kindergarten.

Numerous parents expressed that
they would only be in favor of the
full-day program if it did not take
away from any other programming.

One parent said many parents in
the district expose their children to
educational opportunities outside of
the school. Board member Jane
Costello agreed that many parents are
able financially in the district to “pro-
vide enriching experiences” but that,
because of the current economic cli-
mate, the district “may be in a greater
need.”

Board member Linda Nelson said
the state seems very supportive of
full-day kindergarten and sees ben-
efits to the program in lower income
districts.

“I think they will encourage it
strongly,” she said, adding that, “we’d
likely have to pay for it.”

The PTA Council asked the board
to speak about some critical state
mandates that will impact the district’s
facilities and budgets and what type
of procedure is used to integrate state
mandates.

Superintendent Hayes spoke about
how the district likes to think ahead to
the future and always considers the
impact on its facilities.

“In the future, all students may be
required to take specific classes, such
as chemistry,” she said. “In an event
like this, we’d have to make sure our
labs were up-to-date to accommo-
date everybody.”

An audience member stressed that
SP-F should continue to be a leader
when it comes to adding new pro-
grams.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi was asked for an
update on the condition of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He said
he has already gone on at least two
“very positive” walk-thru’s with a
sub-group of parents who were inter-
ested in finding ways to improve the
school.

He said that one reason the high
school may not be in as good of a
condition as the district’s elementary
and middle schools is because the
school has a much larger student popu-
lation.

Mr. Del Sordi said lighting, refur-

FREE PASSPORT PHOTOS...The Union County Clerk’s office is waiving the
$10 fee for passport photos during February. Passports can be obtained at the
county office in Westfield at 300 North Avenue East, above, or at the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. Call (908) 654-9859 in
Westfield or  (908) 527-4966 in Elizabeth for more information.

WF Police to Hold Self-
Awareness Class for Women
WESTFIELD — On February 3 and

10, from 7 to 9 p.m. the community polic-
ing unit of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, will co-host a two-day “Common
Sense Self Awareness Course” for teen
girls and young women, in association
with MindSafe – Families In Motion, a
non-profit corporation. The two-day event
is open to the public and costs $40 per
participant. Each course will last two
hours.

Day one, held at the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, will address the “Do’s
and Don’ts” of personal safety. It will
include a police lecture on predatory crime
statistics, and feature real-life scenarios
acted out by representatives of the
Westfield police, along with Mindsafe
staff. The goal is to show what happens
between victims and predators in real-life
self defense situations.

Day two, also at Roosevelt, will feature
audience participation in an interactive
“hands on” experience. Participants will
learn specific skill sets and options for use
if and when the situation turns dire. Par-
ticipants will be shown tips, tactics and
other skills that are effective, but that do

not require years of training to perfect.
“Common Sense Self Awareness is the
goal,” said the group organizers. “Day
one teaches how not to get picked. Day
two teaches what to do if you are picked,”
they said.

The target audience is directed to fe-
male students up through high school.
However, mothers are encouraged to at-
tend and participate. Fathers can also
learn skills. The course was originally
designed for college-bound young
women. However, event organizers ex-
plained, “We are interested in reaching
any and all women who have a limited
knowledge of the kinds of situations, body
language and circumstances that can cause
them to be ‘picked’ by social predators.

“The very best self defense,” they ex-
plained, “is to not get picked!”

As follow up is essential to build con-
fidence, the group will sponsor additional
“what to do when” follow-up seminars.

To register, e-mail
mindsafeinc@aol.com or register at the
door on February 3. Financial assistance
is available if qualified. Parents are wel-
come to accompany their child for free.

FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-
ness owner pleaded guilty in State
Superior Court in Elizabeth on Fri-
day afternoon to multiple counts of
sex crimes against minors. All of
the victims were under
the age of 16 when the
crimes occurred, an-
nounced Union County
Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

In all, Lee Marks, 56,
pled guilty to 28
counts. These counts
include eight counts of
second degree endan-
gering the welfare of a
child, 14 counts of third
degree endangering the welfare of
a child, six counts of third degree
invasion of privacy and one count
of fourth degree invasion of pri-
vacy.

Marks, who entered his plea be-
fore state Superior Court Judge John
Triarsi, faces 15 years in prison when
sentenced on March 13. He will also
be subjected to a lifetime of parole
after his release and will also have to
register as a sex offender under
Megan’s Law.

Marks was first arrested on Sep-
tember 19, 2008, after several vic-
tims came forward, authorities said.
During the course of the investiga-
tion led by Fanwood Police Lieuten-

ant Richard Trigo, other
victims were identified
and interviewed, result-
ing in new charges
against Marks.

According to a  docu-
ment released by au-
thorities, the charges
date back to 1990 with
the most recent inci-
dent occurring last
summer.

According to the in-
vestigation, Marks who ran a tro-
phy-making company from his ga-
rage and also ran a part-time pho-
tography business in his basement,
videotaped the victims through a
two-way mirror set up in a dress-
ing area and also masturbated in
front of several victims while
seated at his office desk.

He will now be referred to the
Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in Avenel for an evaluation,
authorities said.

Westfield
Thursday, January 8, Christopher

Riley, 33, of Scotch Plains was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
He was processed and released after
posting $130 bail.

Friday, January 9, Benjamin Tho-
mas, 19, of New York was arrested in
Mindowaskin Park and charged with
disorderly conduct and with being in
the park after permitted hours. The ar-
rest occurred after police responded to
a report of people screaming obsceni-
ties in the park. Thomas was processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Friday, January 9, Joffrey Jairala, 24,
of North Bergen was arrested on two
traffic warrants during a motor vehicle
stop at Sussex Street and Central Av-
enue. The warrants were from Cliffside
Park, for $1,000, and Union City, for
$543. Jairala was turned over to Cliffside
Park authorities.

Saturday, January 10, Marcus Rawls,
40, currently homeless, was arrested at
the Westfield southside train station
and charged with theft (third degree)
after $2,580 worth of gift cards were
reported stolen from the rectory of a
local church. The gift cards were recov-
ered, according to police.

Rawls was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held on $2,500 bail pending
transfer to the Union County jail in
Elizabeth.

Saturday, January 10, Alison J. Smith,
25, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
She was processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Saturday, January 10, a resident of
Karen Terrace reported the theft of $250
from her pocketbook, which occurred
when the pocketbook was left behind at
a business establishment on the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 6, Vinicio

Gonzalez-Arias, 31, of Springfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 7, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that her land-
lord called her several times and yelled
obscenities at her, demanding that she
pay her rent.

Wednesday, January 7, a student at
Terrill Middle School reported that
someone entered her locker and re-
moved her cell phone valued at $170.

Thursday, January 8, Suzette Kartner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, January 8, David
Hammonds, 27, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Saturday, January 10, David Barker,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, January 11, Scott Sivco, 19,
of Warren was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police
responded to a report of an intoxicated
person yelling in the front yard of a
resident. According to police, after au-
thorities arrived at the scene Sivco con-
tinued to yell, at which time he was
taken into custody. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 11, an employee of
a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone purchased $18 worth of gas
and then fled without paying.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 6, a resident of

Summit Road reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to his vehicle
while it was parked in his driveway by
prying the driver’s side door lock. Ac-
cording to police, approximately $500
worth of damage was reported.

Tuesday, January 6, a resident of
Poplar Avenue reported that someone
attempted to gain access into her house
through her garage by prying open a
locked garage door and breaking a win-
dow. According to police, nothing was
reported missing from the garage and,
although the garage is attached to the
house, there is no direct access into the
home through the garage.

Friday, January 9, a resident of Syl-
van Place reported that someone ille-
gally dumped garbage at the foot of her
driveway. According to police the gar-
bage was removed and properly dis-
posed of.

Friday, January 9, Derrick Diaz, 35,
of Roselle Park was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden in
the amount of $190. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, January 10, John J. Calle,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Kenilworth
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was held after failure to post
bail in the amount of $306.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 10, Anthony P.

Risko, 46, of Pahrump, Nev. was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on a $5,000 fugitive war-
rant out of Hawaii. He was transported
to the Union County jail in Elizabeth,
where he will wait for extradition.

bishing lockers; re-designing the
space and redoing bathrooms are all
potential projects he would like to
accomplish at SPFHS in the future.

“I believe over the next five years
or so we will be able to get the high
school back into shape,” Mr. Del Sordi
said.

Mr. Del Sordi also spoke about the
district’s facilities as a whole and if
they would be able accommodate a
growing number of students.

Currently, Mr. Del Sordi said there
is a large population at the middle
school level. Modular classrooms
were recently added to help with this
matter.

The high school, he said, currently
is the least utilized. He said it has
some oversized classrooms that could
be divided for more use and projects
for the future could include expand-
ing the cafeteria or removing the ris-
ers in the multipurpose room for more
space.

“We continue to monitor this issue,”
Mr. Del Sordi said. “It is something
that we look at every year and, hope-
fully, we’ll be able to stay ahead of.

Sen. Tom Kean Responds to
Governor Corzine’s Address
TRENTON — State Republican Leader

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield is-
sued the following response to Governor
Jon Corzine’s State of the State Address
on Tuesday.

“There’s no doubt that these are ex-
traordinary times for New Jersey. How-
ever, our governor used hyper-partisan
rhetoric to try to persuade state residents
that our economic problems began last
year with the housing crisis and the stock
market collapse.

“In truth, they began six years ago
when Democrat Governor Jim
McGreevey decided the best way to win
re-election was to borrow, tax and spend
the earnings of the middle class rather
than exercising fiscal discipline during an
economic downturn. Governor Corzine
wholeheartedly endorsed those job-kill-
ing policies and is an enthusiastic advo-
cate of many of them today. He’d rather
use a pension gimmick that will cost
property tax payers hundreds of millions
of dollars than to reopen the budget and,
at last, set the state on the right course
toward lasting growth and prosperity.

“Make no mistake. The state’s small-
business climate was ranked last in the
nation long before the Dow plunged. New

Jersey began losing private jobs three
years ago, not three months. In 2007,
New York’s rate of private sector em-
ployment growth was 12 times that of
New Jersey, while Connecticut growth
was eight times higher, Massachusetts
growth was seven times higher, and
Pennsylvania’s was six times higher.

“Governor Corzine did nothing to re-
verse those policies until polls showed
that voters were demanding that he take
action in the face of a national recession.
Then he adopted measures that he ridi-
culed when Republicans proposed them
in the Common Sense Plan they intro-
duced in May and June. However, he has
left many job-killing measures in place,
including a $62 million utility tax in-
crease that costs every family and busi-
ness desperately needed resources during
this recession.

“Both Republicans and Democrats in
the Legislature are now committed to
finding real, long-term solutions to this
state’s economic problems. The governor
talks tough, but he hasn’t come through.
On the economy, on ethics, on transpar-
ency in government, we urge the gover-
nor to conform his actions to his rheto-
ric.”

State Democrats Comment
On Gov. Corzine’s Address

TRENTON – New Jersey State Demo-
crat leaders issued the following com-
ments on Governor Jon Corzine’s (D)
State of the State Address on Tuesday.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts, Jr.
of Camden: “In New Jersey we are swim-
ming against the current of the worst
national economic tide in the last 80 years,
and for he and us together to have been
able to achieve what we’ve been able to
achieve I think is very, very significant.”

Assemblyman Joseph Vas of
Middlesex: “The governor’s message is
very direct. It was a sobering message
that I think we’re familiar with, which
tells us that the economy of New Jersey is
the number one, number two and number
three priorities.”

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo of
Mercer: “It was a strong outlook going
forward. One of the things I’m optimistic
about is the immediate infrastructure
needs that we’ll be working on to gener-
ate a lot of jobs. The jobs are the key to a
strong economy.”

Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Gerald
Green of Plainfield: “On all the major
issues, I think the Governor has put us in
the position where, if working together,
we can make life a lot more easy for
people in the State of New Jersey.”

Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein of
Middlesex: “I think that what he did so

well in the speech was to highlight all of
the strong initiatives that have already
taken place and are to come.”

Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman of Mercer: “We’ve
been able to put more money in educa-
tion, take care of senior citizens, expand
health care and been able to assist people
with their mortgages and do some right
things by business, so I believe that un-
der his leadership and working with a
Democratic-controlled Legislature that
we’ve got New Jersey in probably one of
the strongest positions of any state in the
nation to get through this.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski of
Middlesex: “I think the Governor
sounded a hopeful note that the people of
the State of New Jersey because of all of
the hard work we’ve done over the past
couple of years are well positioned to
weather this economic downturn.
They’re well-positioned therefore to take
advantage of a turn-around at the first
opportunity.”

Assemblyman Herb Conaway of
Burlington: “I think I share the enthusi-
asm of all my colleagues here in the
Legislature to work very hard over the
ensuing months and years to deliver on
the promise that we all make – to put New
Jerseyans first, to complete and finish the
work that we are in.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HURLING INSULTS...Sean Carroll as the jester and Carol Straffi masquerad-
ing as Mertonsire, Lord of Misrule, exchange good-natured insults at the Celebra-
tion Singers’ program, “The Sorry-Tellers or Once Upon a Whine,” at Snuffy’s
in Scotch Plains last Friday night. See story in A&E section, page 16.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING STARTED...The Scotch Plains Township Council held its first regu-
lar meeting of 2009 on Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman
Kevin Glover, Councilwoman Mary DePaola, Mayor Nancy Malool, Deputy
Mayor Jeffrey Strauss, Councilman Dominick Bratti, Clerk Barbara Riepe and
Township Manager MichaelCapabianco.

SELF-AWARE…Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau, Sensei Alan Simms and
officer Gary Moore, pictured from left to right, discuss the upcoming workshop
series “MindSafe” – Common Sense Self Awareness for Teens and Young Women.

TOY SOLDIERS… Evergreen School in Scotch Plains students teamed up with
Second Chance Toys to  collect and donate gently used plastic toys to Union County
Social Services for the 3,000 families in need. The fourth graders tagged the toys and
wrote special wishes on the back of each tag. Pictured preparing the toys are fourth
graders along with school principal Colleen Haubert.

referring to the municipal budget pro-
cess. “It’s also about maintaining ser-
vices.”

In other business, Councilman
Anthony Parenti said a local business
has been “cited for second time” for
selling cigarettes to a minor.

Mr. Parenti said that fines for the
offense start at more than $200 and
reach as much as $1,000 for a third
offense.

“I would encourage businesses out
there to stop this practice; I don’t
think there’s that much of a profit on
cigarettes to be worth it to sell ciga-
rettes to minors, and you shouldn’t be
selling them to minors anyway,” Mr.
Parenti said.

Also, Councilman David Valian
reported that the borough’s Recre-
ation Commission is beginning to
consider renovation and equipment
needs at Forest Road Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

The council also agreed to waive
permit fees in association with roof
and structural stabilization work be-
ing performed as part of the rehabili-
tation efforts at the Revolutionary
War-era Frazee House on Raritan
Road. Jetco Unlimited Co. will per-
form the emergency work at the
building, which is being refurbished
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club.

In response to a complaint from
Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber regarding the audio quality on
Scotch Plains Television broadcasts,
particularly the council meetings,
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco said a request for pro-
posals would be issued soon to ad-
dress the sound system inside the
council chambers, which is also home
to the municipal court and the plan-
ning and zoning boards.

Three unclaimed automobiles cur-
rently in the possession of the police
department will be auctioned on Janu-
ary 27, Councilman Glover an-
nounced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Lee Marks
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BOE, PTA Review Issues

Gov. Jon Corzine Delivers
State of State on Tuesday

TRENTON – New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine on Tuesday said that the
economy is “priority number one, prior-
ity number two and priority number
three.” Governor Corzine touted the work
he and the legislature had done in cutting
$1.4 billion for the fiscal 2009 budget.

“It’s been painful, and we’ve had to
make many ugly choices, but together,
with my partners in the legislature, we
are making the hard choices,” he said.

In the next year alone, Governor
Corzine said the state is committing $4.7
billion in “high-return investments,”
which he anticipates saving or creating
“as many as 42,000 New Jersey jobs.”

In addition, the state has started offer-
ing small- and mid-size businesses $3,000
for each new job created over the next
year.

Despite cutting the overall state bud-
get by $1.4 billion, Governor Corzine
“held firm” in increasing total spending
on education by nearly $500 million.

His State of the State Address focused
on improving classrooms to strengthen
students’ learning environments.

“I fought to authorize $3.9 billion in
new school construction funds – money
that can be leveraged into $5.4 billion in

investments across the state,” he said.
Governor Corzine said he has sent

formal instruction to the local finance
board to “firmly enforce” the 4-percent
tax levy cap for towns and school boards.

Last year, he said 80 percent of report-
ing municipalities came in over the cap.

“We need to reverse that trend, and
that’s why it’s important that we enact
the pension-deferral bill to give towns
the tools they need,” he said.

Under such a bill, local governments
would have the option of deferring “a
percentage” of their employee pension
payments.

“To be sure, I have demonstrated a
commitment to the solvency of our pen-
sion system,” Governor Corzine said.
“Our plan doesn’t require towns to put
off pension payments; it simply gives
them a tool to work through this financial
emergency.”

The Gorvernor said in “recognizing
the economic realities and pressures of
the current economic environment,” he
called for a “one-year moratorium” on
the 2.5 percent developer’s Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) fee, which
help mitigate towns’ affordable-housing
obligations.


