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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRE-MEAL SONG...As costumed characters, the Celebration Singers present
a cappella songs before the main course at Friday night’s dinner program at
Scotch Plains’ restaurant Snuffy’s. See story in A&E section, page 16.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS…Bonnie Burn Road is partially closed this week
between Valley Road and New Providence Road for roadwork by the County of
Union. The work is scheduled to be completed this week.

BOE, PTA Discuss Kindergarten,
SPFHS Improvements at Roundtable

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) board of edu-
cation met with the district’s PTA
council and about 30 members of the
public Monday night for an annual
round-table discussion that saw a
range of conversations including lan-
guage courses offered at the schools,
community opinions of a full-day kin-
dergarten program and ranking crite-
ria for New Jersey Monthly’s annual
“Top Schools in New Jersey” list.

Board members asked the group if
they would support a new language
course,possibly Middle Eastern such

as Mandarin, in the future in place of
a language course that is currently
offered.

By a show of hands, a large major-
ity were in favor.

“This would be a good sign that
we’re looking globally, looking out-
side the box,” one parent said.

“It would make us competitive in a
globally dependant world,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said.

Some members of the group asked
about the interest from schools, how
many would be impacted by taking
away another language and how the
district would go about finding spe-

cialized teachers.
PTA council president Karen Steele

posed the second question from the
PTA, asking board members what the
district is doing, excluding mandated
test scores, to improve the school
community’s ranking in New Jersey
Monthly magazine. Currently, SP-F
is ranked 69th out of 316 in the poll.

Superintendent Hayes said criteria
changes each year, making it difficult
to predict what will be considered in
future polls. Many criteria, such as
class size, student-faculty ratio and
student-computer ratio, she said, are
arbitrated by budget constraints. The
percent of students scoring advanced
proficient as well as SAT scores are
also considered, as is where students
go after graduation.

Superintendent Hayes stressed that
they are not ignoring the ranking and
are “constantly” looking for ways to
improve the schools. She said teach-
ers are encouraged to go for advanced
degrees.

Currently, students have the option
of taking the Advancement Place-
ment tests or not, officials said. While
some parents expressed that if their
child was putting in the time in their
classes, they feel it should be a re-
quirement to take the test, others
pointed out that it may not be right for
a public school to make such a re-
quirement if the test was not funded.

“Not every parent would be able to
pay, which isn’t the right philosophy
of public schools,” one parent said.

Board member Nancy Bauer re-
sponded, “We need to look at the total
program.” Tests, she said, “are really
just a measure on that one specific
day.”

“There is really some real world
value in some of our other programs,”
she said.

The second question that board
members had for the public was if
they would use a full-day kindergar-
ten program if it was offered or, look-
ing back, whether they would have
used it.

Superintendent Hayes said that, at
the moment, the district is not consid-
ering extended day programming
because any funding from the state

Coronato Replaces Sartor
As Chair of Planning Board

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board started the New Year on
Monday night by select-
ing a new leadership team,
including Paulette
Coronato as chairwoman,
Michael Michalisin as vice
chairman and Craig Clark
as board secretary.

Mrs. Coronato, who re-
cently ended her second
term on the township coun-
cil, was chosen to head the
board for 2009. In nomi-
nating Mrs. Coronato, out-
going chairwoman Maria Sartor
called her “an outstanding member
of the Scotch Plains community,” sen-
timents that were echoed by fellow
board members Robert LaCosta and
councilman Dominick
Bratti.

Mrs. Coronato, who has
served as a planning board
member for 13 years, said
she was “very honored” to
have Mrs. Sartor select her
as chairwoman. She
thanked Mrs. Sartor for a
“wonderful job” and
“wonderful leadership”
during her four years as
chairwoman. She also
thanked Joseph Doyle, who served as
vice chairman the past four years
after having been chairman prior to
that. “We’re very fortunate to have
Joe Doyle as a planning board mem-
ber,” she said.

Mr. Michalisin, a board member
for the past five years, will serve as
vice chairman and Mr. Clark, a mem-
ber since 2007, will serve as board

secretary. In addition, Ted
Spera was named as the
board’s liaison to the en-
vironmental commission.

The board also voted to
reappoint Paul Ferriero as
board engineer and Mary
Moody as planner. Jeff
Lehrer will serve as board
attorney, replacing Rob-
ert Pansulla, who was re-
cently appointed township
prosecutor. In order to ac-

commodate the schedule of Mr.
Lehrer, the board will revert to its
former meeting schedule of the first
and third Mondays of each month
rather than the second and fourth

Mondays, as was the
schedule in recent years.

A number of subcom-
mittee appointments are
pending until it is deter-
mined whether or not the
number of prospective
members on those com-
mittees might trigger open
public meeting act re-
quirements and thus prove
to be overly burdensome
to the board. If so, the

number of committee members will
be reduced in order to avoid any for-
mal public notice requirements when-
ever a committee holds a meeting.

The board’s next meeting will be
Monday, February 2.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LEADERSHIP… Scotch Plains Planning Board members take their oaths for 2009 at Monday night’s reorganization
meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, new vice chairman Michael Michalisin, new
chairwoman Paulette Coronato and Councilman Dominick Bratti. See story on this page.

Zoning Bd. OKs Variances,
Continues Schmiede Hearing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment, at its initial
meeting of 2009, last Thursday, ap-
proved two variance applications,
but put off further consideration on
an application by Schmiede Tree
Expert Co. for a use variance and
site-plan waiver.

The board approved a setback vari-
ance for David Yan, who constructed
a deck at the rear of his house at 6
Shirewood Court before being in-
formed by a neighbor that approval
by the zoning board of adjustment
was required. The deck is 30 feet
from the property line, where 40 feet
is the minimum distance required
under the township’s zoning regula-
tions. Board member Chris Abeel said
the fact that Mr. Yan realized his over-
sight on his own versus being cited by
the township “offsets any problems”
with the board giving ex post facto
approval to the deck.

The board also gave approval to
Sam Ferizi to build a one-floor addi-
tion to his house at 182 William Street.
Mr. Ferizi sought setback and lot cov-
erage variances, and while board
members expressed some concerns
about lot coverage and the potential
for a second floor to be added to the
addition, the board approved the ap-
plication by a 6-1 vote. Board mem-
ber Jim Pate voted against approval.

At the board’s Thursday, February
5 meeting, it will give further consid-
eration to the application by the
Schmiede Tree Expert Co. for a use

variance and site-plan waiver. The
company seeks to convert a second-
floor storage area at its South Avenue
facility to office space.

Board members were not comfort-
able with the amount of information
provided by owner Martin Schmiede
about his need for additional employ-
ees and whether or not there was
adequate parking for those workers.
Mr. Schmiede and the neighboring
green grocer have an informal agree-
ment in effect to use property owned
by the green grocer to provide Mr.
Schmiede with additional parking.
Mr. Abeel said that the parking might
not be available “in perpetuity,” and
said he was “totally uncomfortable”
with the amount of information being
provided to the board.

Board member Tim Livolsi said he
was “uncomfortable” that there were
no firm figures provided on how many
Schmiede vehicles were going to be
parked on the property during vari-
ous times of the year. Fellow board
member Ken Anderson asked what
would happen if the green grocer
parking spaces were to become un-
available to Mr. Schmiede. Board
member Rich Duthie said he did not
think that two or three additional
employee vehicles would be over-
burdensome.

After the hearing entered its second
hour, Mr. Schmiede agreed to provide
the board, next month, with more in-
formation on his plans, including a
more detailed depiction of the parking
area and how it will accommodate
additional employee vehicles.

Paulette Coronato

Maria Sartor

Public Comments Dominate
Fanwood Council Meeting

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council’s first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2009 was dominated by public
discussion on issues ranging from an
increase in municipal salaries to merg-
ing with another community to noise
generated from supermarket deliver-
ies.

The borough council on Tuesday
night approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the acceptance bids for the demo-
lition of the former Livingston-Wilbor
property, which the borough pur-
chased last year for $1.9 million as
part of the downtown redevelopment
effort.

The council also approved the
award of a contract for curbing and

related work as part of the Helen
Street reconstruction project. Else-
where on the agenda, several resi-
dents took the opportunity to speak
during the meeting’s two public com-
ment portions.

David Pickering of Watson Road
asked for information about a 3 per-
cent pay increase, retroactive to Janu-
ary 2008, for all non-contract bor-
ough employees.

“I never read about it anywhere;
there was no mention of it,” Mr.
Pickering said. “How can [the pay
increase] be justified with the [bud-
get] situation the borough is in?”

Council President Donna Dolce,
presiding at the meeting in Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s absence, responded
that resolutions containing the “sal-

ary ranges” and other details pertain-
ing to employee compensation were
passed during public meetings “early
in the year” in 2008 and then “after
the budget was finalized at a regular
council meeting” later in the year.

Michael D’Antono asked borough
officials for an update on the progress
of environmental remediation at the
Dean Oil site along LaGrande Av-
enue, which is being redeveloped.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said, “The most contaminated dirt
has been removed” from the property
under the supervision of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection.

Mr. D’Antono said remediation and
soil removal work could “hold up
construction” at the site and “delay
ratables” that the borough hopes to
receive from the 24 housing units to
be built there.

“They’re doing what they can do as
fast as they can,” Mrs. McGovern
responded.

Melvin Rosa of North Avenue re-
peated his concerns voiced at a previ-
ous borough council meeting about
early morning noise coming from the
loading dock at the A&P supermarket
on South Avenue.

“It’s definitely a quality of life is-
sue,” he said. “I’m just trying to get a
little mediation here.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
“noise level readings” have been taken
by borough officials, but they have
not yet measured the noise levels
during an actual delivery.

Mr. Rosa asked whether the bor-
ough council would consider limit-
ing the hours of deliveries.

“The council will have to sit down
and discuss [that],” responded Mr.
Estis, requesting that the issue be
scheduled for discussion at next
month’s council agenda meeting.

Mr. Estis also suggested asking
A&P managers to attend the meeting,
as well as having “some consulta-
tion” with the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association before any
potential proposals are discussed.

“If we can come to some sort of
compromise, we can live with it,”
said Mr. Rosa, noting that many of his
neighbors share his concerns about
early morning noise at the A&P.

Resident Joe Nagy suggested that
borough officials prepare an “analy-
sis” showing the impact consolida-
tion would  have on each taxpayer  if
Fanwood were to merge with another
municipality.

Pointing out that “two-thirds” of
the borough’s operations are already
consolidated with other towns, Mr.
Nagy said, “My opinion, and it’s just
speculation, is that [the cost savings]
would not be all that great.”

“It’s not just about saving dollars,”
responded Council President Dolce,
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SP Renews Recycling Pact,
Approves Morse Ave. Paving

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday renewed its
agreement with Great Northern Re-
cycling to provide recycling services
for 2009. Under the new contract,
according to Councilman Kevin
Glover, the township will pay
$204,000 for the services, which
equates to about $24.88 per house-
hold, versus $196,000 in 2008. At last
week’s conference meeting, Mayor
Nancy Malool, saying that the recy-
cling expense is “one of the biggest”
line items in the municipal budget,
encouraged discussions with

Westfield on possibly sharing the re-
cycling services.

In other business at the council’s
first regular meeting of the year —
and at 25 minutes in length, one of its
shortest in memory — several ap-
pointments for 2009 were made, in-
cluding Steve Rogut as bond counsel.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola said
he “has served well in the township
for a number of years.” The Liberty
Corner law firm of Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy will
serve as the township’s labor attorney
in any labor disputes that may arise
this year. Hatch Mott McDonald was
appointed as township engineer and
C-3 sanitary sewer operator.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that will appropriate $200,000
from the state Department of Trans-
portation trust fund for resurfacing
work on Morse Avenue. A public
hearing on the ordinance will be held
at the council’s next meeting on Tues-
day, January 27.

The council also approved what
Councilman Dominick Bratti called
a “straightforward, no-brainer reso-
lution” supporting pending state leg-
islation making it a fourth-degree
crime for anyone who purposely
taunts, torments or threatens the life
of a police dog.
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
GRANT NEWS...Fanwood Environmental Commission Chairman Gary Szelc,
at podium, and commission member David Schwartzberg at the January 13
council meeting announced that the completion of the Environmental Resource
Inventory, which had not been updated since 1976. The borough qualified for a
$2,125 matching grant from the Association of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions. The report is available at fanwoodec.org.


