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POLICE BLOTTER

Fanwood Businessman
Pleads Guilty to Sex Crimes

BLOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad will host a blood drive
on Sunday, January 25, on behalf of the Blood Center of New Jersey. It will take
place between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the squad’s building at 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield. For more information about donating blood, call (973) 676-4700 or visit
the blood center’s website at bloodnj.org.

FANWOOD — A Fanwood busi-
ness owner pleaded guilty in State
Superior Court in Elizabeth on Fri-
day afternoon to multiple counts of
sex crimes against mi-
nors. All of the vic-
tims were under the
age of 16 when the
crimes occured, an-
nounced Union
County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow.

In all, Lee Marks,
56, pled guilty to 28
counts. These counts
include eight counts of
second degree endan-
gering the welfare of a child, 14
counts of third degree endangering
the welfare of a child, six counts of
third degree invasion of privacy and
one count of fourth degree invasion
of privacy.

Marks, who entered his plea be-
fore State Superior Court Judge John
Triarsi, faces 15 years in prison
when sentenced on March 13. He
will also be subjected to a lifetime
of parole after his release and will
also have to register as a sex of-
fender under Megan’s Law.

Marks was first arrested on Sep-
tember 19, 2008, after several vic-
tims came forward, authorities said.
During the course of the investiga-

tion, led by Fanwood
Police Lieutenant Rich-
ard Trigo, other victims
were identified and in-
terviewed, resulting in
new charges against
Marks.

According to a docu-
ment released by au-
thorities, the charges
date back to 1990 with
the most recent incident
occurring last summer.

According to the investigation,
Marks who ran a trophy-making
company from his garage and also
ran a part-time photography busi-
ness in his basement, videotaped
the victims through a two-way mir-
ror set up in a dressing area and
also masturbated in front of sev-
eral victims while seated at his
office desk.

He will now be referred to the
Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in Avenel for an evaluation,
authorities said.

NEW BOUTIQUE…The Couture Exchange, a discount and resale boutique, has
opened at 33 Elm Street in Westfield. Attending the recent grand opening, from
left to right, are: employees Cheryl Kelly and Sarah Zorella; Downtown Westfield
Corporation Director Diane Barabas; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca; owner
Jennifer Patrick and her husband, Rich Patrick.

Westfield
Thursday, January 8, Christopher Riley,

33, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
$130 bail.

Friday, January 9, Benjamin Thomas,
19, of New York was arrested in
Mindowaskin Park and charged with dis-
orderly conduct and with being in the
park after permitted hours. The arrest
occurred after police responded to a re-
port of people screaming obscenities in
the park. Thomas was processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Friday, January 9, Joffrey Jairala, 24,
of North Bergen was arrested on two
traffic warrants during a motor vehicle
stop at Sussex Street and Central Avenue.
The warrants were from Cliffside Park,
for $1,000, and Union City, for $543.
Jairala was turned over to Cliffside Park
authorities.

Saturday, January 10, Marcus Rawls,
40, currently homeless, was arrested at
the Westfield southside train station and
charged with theft (third degree) after
$2,580 worth of gift cards were reported
stolen from the rectory of a local church.
The gift cards were recovered, according
to police. Rawls was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and held on $2,500 bail
pending transfer to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth.

Saturday, January 10, Alison J. Smith,
25, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $500
bail.

Saturday, January 10, a resident of
Karen Terrace reported the theft of $250
from her pocketbook, which occurred
when the pocketbook was left behind at a
business establishment on the 100 block
of East Broad Street.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 6, Vinicio Gonzalez-

Arias, 31, of Springfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, January 7, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that her land-
lord called her several times and yelled
obscenities at her, demanding that she
pay her rent.

Wednesday, January 7, a student at
Terrill Middle School reported that some-
one entered her locker and removed her
cell phone valued at $170.

Thursday, January 8, Suzette Kartner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Thursday, January 8, David
Hammonds, 27, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, January 10, David Barker,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, January 11, Scott Sivco, 19, of

Warren was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct after police responded
to a report of an intoxicated person yell-
ing in the front yard of a resident. Accord-
ing to police, after authorities arrived at
the scene Sivco continued to yell, at which
time he was taken into custody. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, January 11, an employee of a
Route 22 gas station reported that some-
one purchased $18 worth of gas and then
fled without paying.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 6, a resident of Sum-

mit Road reported that someone attempted
to gain entry to his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway by prying the
driver’s side door lock. According to po-
lice, approximately $500 worth of dam-
age was reported.

Tuesday, January 6, a resident of Pop-
lar Avenue reported that someone at-
tempted to gain access into her house
through her garage by prying open a locked
garage door and breaking a window. Ac-
cording to police, nothing was reported
missing from the garage and, although
the garage is attached to the house, there
is no direct access into the home through
the garage.

Friday, January 9, a resident of Sylvan
Place reported that someone illegally
dumped garbage at the foot of her drive-
way. According to police the garbage was
removed and properly disposed of.

Friday, January 9, Derrick Diaz, 35, of
Roselle Park was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Linden in the amount
of $190. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, January 10, John J. Calle, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Kenilworth after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
he was held after failure to post bail in the
amount of $306.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 10, Anthony P.

Risko, 46, of Pahrump, Nev. was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on a $5,000 fugitive warrant out of Ha-
waii. He was transported to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he will
wait for extradition.

WF Police to Hold Self-
Awareness Class for Women
WESTFIELD — On February 3 and

10, from 7 to 9 p.m. the community polic-
ing unit of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, will co-host a two-day “Common
Sense Self Awareness Course” for teen
girls and young women, in association
with MindSafe – Families In Motion, a
non-profit corporation. The two-day event
is open to the public and costs $40 per
participant. Each course will last two
hours.

Day one, held at the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, will address the “Do’s
and Dont’s” of personal safety. It will
include a police lecture on predatory crime
statistics, and feature real-life scenarios
acted out by representatives of the
Westfield police, along with MindSafe
staff. The goal is to show what happens
between victims and predators in real-life
self defense situations.

Day two, also at Roosevelt, will feature
audience participation in an interactive
“hands on” experience. Participants will
learn specific skill sets and options for use
if and when the situation turns dire. Par-
ticipants will be shown tips, tactics and
other skills that are effective, but that do

not require years of training to perfect.
“Common Sense Self Awareness is the
goal,” said the group organizers. “Day
one teaches how not to get picked. Day
two teaches what to do if you are picked,”
they said.

The target audience is directed to fe-
male students up through high school.
However, mothers are encouraged to at-
tend and participate. Dads can also learn
skills. The course was originally designed
for college-bound young women. How-
ever, event organizers explained, “We
are interested in reaching any and all
women who have a limited knowledge of
the kinds of situations, body language
and circumstances that can cause them to
be ‘picked’ by social predators.”

The very best self defense,” they ex-
plained, “is to not get picked!”

As follow up is essential to build con-
fidence, the group will sponsor additional
follow-up seminars on “what to do” when.

To register, e-mail
mindsafeinc@aol.com or register at the
door on February 3. Financial assistance
is available if qualified. Parents are wel-
come to accompany their child for free.

SELF AWARE…Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau, Sensei Alan Simms and
officer Gary Moore, pictured left to right, discuss the upcoming workshop series
“MindSafe” – Common Sense Self Awareness for Teens and Young Women.

Sen. Tom Kean Responds to
Governor Corzine’s Address
TRENTON — State Republican

Leader, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, issued the following response
to Governor Jon Corzine’s State of The
State Address on Tuesday.

“There’s no doubt that these are ex-
traordinary times for New Jersey. How-
ever, our governor used hyper-partisan
rhetoric to try to persuade state residents
that our economic problems began last
year with the housing crisis and the stock
market collapse.

“In truth, they began six years ago
when Democrat Governor Jim
McGreevey decided the best way to win
re-election was to borrow, tax and spend
the earnings of the middle class rather
than exercising fiscal discipline during an
economic downturn. Governor Corzine
wholeheartedly endorsed those job-kill-
ing policies and is an enthusiastic advo-
cate of many of them today. He’d rather
use a pension gimmick that will cost
property tax payers hundreds of millions
of dollars than to reopen the budget and,
at last, set the state on the right course
toward lasting growth and prosperity.

“Make no mistake. The state’s small-
business climate was ranked last in the
nation long before the Dow plunged. New

Jersey began losing private jobs three
years ago, not three months. In 2007,
New York’s rate of private sector em-
ployment growth was 12 times that of
New Jersey, while Connecticut growth
was eight times higher, Massachusetts
growth was seven times higher, and
Pennsylvania’s was six times higher.

“Governor Corzine did nothing to re-
verse those policies until polls showed
that voters were demanding that he take
action in the face of a national recession.
Then he adopted measures that he ridi-
culed when Republicans proposed them
in the Common Sense Plan they intro-
duced in May and June. However, he has
left many job-killing measures in place,
including a $62 million utility tax in-
crease that costs every family and busi-
ness desperately needed resources during
this recession.

“Both Republicans and Democrats in
the Legislature are now committed to
finding real, long-term solutions to this
state’s economic problems. The governor
talks tough, but he hasn’t come through.
On the economy, on ethics, on transpar-
ency in government, we urge the gover-
nor to conform his actions to his rheto-
ric.”

State DEMs Comment on
Gov. Corzine’s Address

TRENTON – New Jersey State Demo-
crat leaders issued the following com-
ments on Governor Jon Corzine’s (D)
State of The State Address on Tuesday.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts,
Jr. of Camden: “In New Jersey we are
swimming against the current of the worst
national economic tide in the last 80
years, and for he and us together to have
been able to achieve what we’ve been
able to achieve I think is very, very
significant.”

Assemblyman Joseph Vas of
Middlesex: “The governor’s message is
very direct. It was a sobering message
that I think we’re familiar with, which
tells us that the economy of New Jersey is
the number one, number two and number
three priorities.”

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo of
Mercer: “It was a strong outlook going
forward. One of the things I’m optimistic
about is the immediate infrastructure
needs that we’ll be working on to gener-
ate a lot of jobs. The jobs are the key to a
strong economy.”

Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore Gerald
Green of Plainfield: “On all the major
issues, I think the Governor has put us in
the position where, if working together,
we can make life a lot more easy for
people in the State of New Jersey.”

Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein of

Middlesex: “I think that what he did so
well in the speech was to highlight all of
the strong initiatives that have already
taken place and are to come.”

Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman of Mercer: “We’ve been
able to put more money in education, take
care of senior citizens, expand health care
and been able to assist people with their
mortgages and do some right things by
business, so I believe that under his lead-
ership and working with a Democratic-
controlled Legislature that we’ve got New
Jersey in probably one of the strongest
positions of any state in the nation to get
through this.”

Assemblyman John Wisniewski of
Middlesex: “I think the governor sounded
a hopeful note that the people of the state
of New Jersey because of all of the hard
work we’ve done over the past couple of
years are well positioned to weather this
economic downturn. They’re well-posi-
tioned therefore to take advantage of a
turn-around at the first opportunity.”

Assemblyman Herb Conaway of
Burlington: “I think I share the enthusi-
asm of all my colleagues here in the
Legislature to work very hard over the
ensuing months and years to deliver on
the promise that we all make – to put New
Jerseyans first, to complete and finish the
work that we are in.”

Gov. Jon Corzine Delivers
State of State on Tuesday

TRENTON – New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine Tuesday said that the
economy is “priority number one, prior-
ity number two and priority number
three.” Governor Corzine touted the work
he and the legislature had done in cutting
$1.4 billion for the fiscal 2009 budget.

“It’s been painful, and we’ve had to
make many ugly choices, but together,
with my partners in the legislature, we
are making the hard choices,” he said.

In the next year alone, Governor
Corzine said the state is committing $4.7
billion in “high-return investments,”
which he anticipates saving or creating
“as many as 42,000 New Jersey jobs.”

In addition, the state has started offer-
ing small- and mid-size businesses $3,000
for each new job created over the next
year.

Despite cutting the overall state bud-
get by $1.4 billion, Governor Corzine
“held firm” in increasing total spending
on education by nearly $500 million.

His State of the State Address focused
on improving classrooms to strengthen
students’ learning environments.

“I fought to authorize $3.9 billion in
new school construction funds – money
that can be leveraged into $5.4 billion in

investments across the state,” he said.
Governor Corzine said he has sent

formal instruction to the local finance
board to “firmly enforce” the 4-percent
tax levy cap.

Last year, he said 80 percent of report-
ing municipalities came in over the cap.

“We need to reverse that trend, and
that’s why it’s important that we enact
the pension-deferral bill to give towns
the tools they need,” he said.

Under such a bill, local governments
would have the option of deferring “a
percentage” of their employee pension
payments.

“To be sure, I have demonstrated a
commitment to the solvency of our pen-
sion system,” Governor Corzine said.
“Our plan doesn’t require towns to put
off pension payments; it simply gives
them a tool to work through this financial
emergency.”

The gorvernor said in “recognizing
the economic realities and pressures of
the current economic environment,” he
called for a “one-year moratorium” on
the 2.5 percent developer’s Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) fee, which
help mitigate towns’ affordable-housing
obligations.

Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS...Bonnie Burn Road is partially closed this week
between Valley Road and New Providence Road for roadwork by the County of
Union. The work is scheduled to be completed this week. Lee Marks

in the “vicinity of 250” for the next
five years. Those principles included
keeping neighborhoods together, stu-
dent safety, impact on families and
the intermediate schools, costs, and
compliance with new state regula-
tions for transportation.

As part of the superintendent’s plan,
transportation to Edison will be of-
fered to students who live outside the
new attendance zone, but more than
two miles from both intermediate
schools. The free busing offer made to
parents living on the north side of town
to switch their kids to Roosevelt will
not apply under the new plan. Ms.
Dolan also said, “We won’t have a bus
going to Roosevelt starting next year.”

Board member Beth Cassie said
that the board was also “looking at
efficiencies in transportation. We were
looking for things that would be trans-
portation neutral.”

Ms. Dolan said there are 550 stu-
dents currently in third grade and by
2011, when they enter sixth grade,
“we will need additional staff.”

She also said, as she has stated in
previous board meetings, that the dis-
trict has the “highest class sizes in 30
years.”

Some parents addressed the board
to ask about the proposal. Maureen
Wadman asked why Washington
School was identified as the new zone.
She said the plan did “not address” the
first principle of keeping neighbor-
hoods together outlined in the presen-
tation. Ms. Dolan responded that Wash-
ington School is “all one neighbor-
hood” and if “you split up neighbor-
hoods you fail on your first principle.”

Alan Wadman asked if the commit-
tee or board had talked about hiring a
consultant to see if the Roosevelt’s
space could be better utilized to be
more efficient. The committee or
board had not discussed that, but Anne
Riegel said when the cafeteria and
library were remodeled that archi-
tects were there and those areas were
designed to get the most use.

Mr. Wadman said Ms. Dolan’s
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locations for multi-way stops.
After the meeting, Jim Foerst, the

council’s code review and town prop-
erty committee chairman, commented
on a portion of Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State Address,
given Tuesday, that dealt with afford-
able-housing matters.

Starting last July, commercial de-
velopers who sought certificates of
occupancy had to abide by a Growth
Share Ordinance, which stipulated that
for every eight market-rate units built,
one affordable unit must be con-
structed. In addition, developers paid
a 2.5 percent tax, which helped towns
defray their affordable-unit costs.

However, Governor Corzine Tues-
day called for a “one-year morato-
rium” on the 2.5 percent construction
fee on developers.

Jim Leonard, legislative lobbyist
for the New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce, told NJBIZ.com Tuesday that
the governor’s fee freeze “is a recog-
nition that that tax, regardless of the
economy, thwarts economic devel-
opment.”

Mr. Foerst disagreed with the move,
saying the governor’s decision
effectively tells towns, “Too bad. You
guys have to continue to comply even
though it costs you money and time,
but the people in the profit-making
business of development get a break
and are allowed to keep additional
profit in their pocket while your
average Joe citizen has to continue to
contribute to an affordable-housing
obligation.

 “It’s a shell game,” Mr. Foerst said.
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not to privatize, but to examine what
would be needed to privatize. The
RVSA voted a month later to rescind
this vote, which Mr. Lombardo said
he supported.

Mr. Lombardo also responded to
Mr. Paterson’s charge that his posi-
tion as chairman of the Garwood
Democratic Committee creates a con-
flict of interest.

“As anyone here tonight can verify,
the only interest I have is for the
betterment of the borough,” Mr.
Lombardo said.

Four ordinances were introduced
on first reading on Tuesday. These
ordinances would regulate fencing
around certain construction and
demolition projects, amend parking
regulations on Walnut Street, set regu-
lations regarding certificate of com-
pliance inspections and establish a
waiver payment for employees who
opt out of the borough’s health cover-
age. A public hearing will be held on
these ordinances at the council’s Tues-
day, January 27 meeting.
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choice of which guiding principles
were of most importance “seem like
a coin toss.”

He asked if her analysis was avail-
able to the public and she said she
thought it would not be “helpful.”

Also, board members Ms. Cassie,
who has served seven years on the
board, and Ms. Riegel, who served over
nine, announced they would not seek
re-election to the board come April.
Jane Clancy will seek re-election.

Mr. Solomon also asked the board
to consider allowing the Boosters to
sell advertising banners at Kehler Sta-
dium and the varsity baseball field.
The board asked for more details,
which Mr. Solomon said he would
provide at a later meeting.

Robert Berman, board secretary,
said the Lincoln School’s budget
would see additional costs for the soil
remediation that had to be done.

On, Tuesday, January 27, the board
will meet again at Edison to continue
its discussion on redistricting and vote
on the plan.

Three Men Charged
With WF Burglaries
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Police Department has been conduct-
ing an intensive investigation into the
rash of residential burglaries that have
been occurring since November 1.
This three-month investigation by
members of the detective bureau has
resulted in the arrest of three indi-
viduals, according to a press release
from the department.

Brandon Sandford, 26, of Belford
has been arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief
in connection with a burglary occur-
ring on Hardwick Avenue. Paul Hecht,
39, and Michael Brown, 38, both of
Cliffwood Beach have been arrested
and charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection with
burglaries occurring on Quantuck
Lane, Shackamaxon Drive, Lawrence
Avenue and Roanoke Road.

Elderly Resident, 90,
Rescued from WF Fire

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A fire occurring on
Prospect Street Monday required aid
from fellow local fire stations and
displaced three adult occupants. The
Westfield Fire Department received a
call at 7:42 p.m. that a first-floor fire
had started at 745 Prospect Street.

When police officers arrived, they
found an elderly handicapped occu-
pant, 90, on the first floor. They even-
tually moved her to the front porch;
when fire officials arrived, they helped
move her to an ambulance, which
transported her to an area hospital to
treat smoke inhalation.

The two other occupants, the
woman’s daughter and grandson,
were not home at the time.

The fire was contained to the room
of origin, according to Chief Kelly,
and took 20 minutes to put out. No
firefighters were injured.

Mutual aid was required; Cranford’s
fire crew accompanied Westfield’s
firefighters on the scene, while fire
departments from Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Garwood responded
to Westfield headquarters for cover.

The Westfield/Mountainside Red
Cross helped relocate the three dis-
placed victims. Chief Kelly said the
fire was accidental in nature.

payers the interest on the $600,000
and get the town developed to attract
new stores,” Mr. Verdic said.

He also said the availability of
grants will dry up as the economy
worsens.

“It’s very hard to get such a grant,”
Mr. Verdic said. “We were one of two
municipalities in the state who were
lucky enough to get one.”

Mr. Verdic, commenting on other
matters, said it is “not illegal” for the
entity to use its surplus for future
streetscapes. “We are allowed to carry
surpluses. We have since before Sal
[Councilman Caruana] was the fi-
nance chairman,” Mr. Verdic said.
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