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New Members Join Board;
Wilt Remains Chairman

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board held its reorganiza-
tion meeting last Thursday. Kris
McAloon was sworn in as town engi-
neer to fill the open spot after Ken
Marsh retired in November. Mr.
McAloon was also named secretary
of the planning board, with Vincent
Wilt re-appointed as chairman and
Robert Newell as vice-chairman.

This will be the fourth consecutive
year Mr. Wilt has served as planning
board chairman. He previously
headed the town’s zoning board of
adjustment.

Three planning board member slots
were open, as Anthony Attenasio, Phil
Leary and Matt Nilsen stepped down.
New members are John Bennett, Lauren
Falk and Dan Clifford, the only new
member present at the meeting.

The Site Plan Review Committee
consists of Mr. Newell; former coun-
cilwoman and former board of edu-
cation president Darielle Walsh, Mr.
McAloon and Mr. Wilt.

Frank Smith was named as the
board’s liaison to the historic preser-
vation commission; Laurie Duffy as
the liaison to the tree preservation
committee; Gretchan Ohlig will re-
place Mr. Attenasio as liaison to the
Architectural Review Committee.

A residential property application
for Mark Angelo of 1053 Prospect
Street was moved to the next meet-
ing, to be held on Monday, February
2, at 7:30 p.m.

Bill Drew, town planner, raised the
topic of adding a de minimis excep-
tion application for those variances
that apply. De minimis states that an
application would not be subject to
town ordinances. Board Attorney
Russell Finestein said that currently,
the planning department requires ap-
plicants to include a statement justi-
fying de minimis exceptions, and that
they are attached to the variance ap-
plication.

Mr. Newell agreed with Mr. Drew,
saying it is “wise for us to pursue
this.”

The board is taking it into consid-
eration.

The Site Plan Review Committee
met after the meeting to review de-
veloper Ralph Rapuano’s architec-
tural plans for three homes on Pros-
pect Street. He was previously ap-
proved by the board to build the
homes. The design by Roger Winkle,
an architect based in Plainfield, de-
picted a stone-front partial façade.
Mr. Rapuano changed the design for
two of the homes to have a partial
brick façade and one to remain par-
tial stone.

TEA TIME… Ana Beall’s Tea Room has opened in Westfield at 415 Westfield
Avenue. The Tea Room offers soups, sandwiches, salads, scones, muffins, tarts,
cakes, cookies and traditional afternoon tea. Attending the recent grand opening,
from left to right, are: Debbie Tencza; Downtown Westfield Corporation Board
of Directors Diane Barabas and Lee Hale; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca; Ana
Beall; Nancy Baker, proprietor, and Kush Wadhwa, partner.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
COURT’S IN SESSION...Municipal Judge Brenda Cuba is sworn in by state
Superior Court Judge Douglas Fasciale during Westfield’s reorganization meeting
earlier this month. Judge Cuba was joined on the dais by her husband, Stan, at left,
and their son, Brandon.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FREE PASSPORT PHOTOS...The Union County Clerk’s office is waiving the
$10 fee for passport photos during February. Passports can be obtained at the
county office in Westfield at 300 North Avenue, East (above) or at the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. For more information call
(908) 654-9859 in Westfield or (908) 527-4966 in Elizabeth.

WF BOE Looks to Redistrict
33 Roosevelt Students to Edison

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan recom-
mended at the Westfield Board of
Education meeting Tuesday that the
school district redistrict students in
the two intermediate schools. Over
50 members of the public attended
the meeting, which was held at Edison
Intermediate School.

Under the proposal, Edison will see
a projected 33 more students in Sep-
tember 2009, as the district shifts some
students from Roosevelt Intermediate
School because enrollment projections
for Roosevelt will exceed the maxi-
mum capacity starting in September.

Ms. Dolan’s approach to the prob-
lem was to create a new attendance
zone consisting of streets in the Wash-
ington School area that would have
those children attend Edison. Ms.
Dolan recommended exemptions for
incoming sixth graders from Wash-
ington, in 2009 through 2013, who
have siblings attending Roosevelt
when they enter sixth grade.

Roosevelt’s maximum capacity
based on the desired maximum aver-
age class size of 25 students at the
intermediate level, is set at 750 stu-
dents, while Edison’s capacity is 950.
Based on the projections, Edison is
about 250 under the maximum ca-
pacity for September before the re-
districting. In five years, the school is
projected to see only an added 40
students, before redistricting. In look-
ing at the projections, “Edison would
not have a problem going forward,”
Ms. Dolan said.

With redistricting in place, by Sep-
tember 2013, it is projected that

Edison would reach a total of 845
students and Roosevelt will come in
at 738, which is 111 less students
than if nothing changed.

Ms. Dolan said the latest numbers
she has for the current enrollment is
775 at Roosevelt and 727 at Edison.

Ms. Dolan said that parents should
understand that both schools offer the
same courses, curricula, extra-cur-
ricula activities and clubs, and that
the principals of both schools have
had experience working in each of
the two intermediate schools, that
supervisors oversee teachers in both
buildings and that 23 current teachers
have worked in both schools.

At the November 11, 2008 board
meeting, Anita O’Neal, assistant su-
perintendent, gave a presentation of
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge (NJASK) testing scores
for the district, and she said that in
grades 6 to 8 math and language arts
and grade 8 science,  Roosevelt scored
higher than Edison Intermediate
School, though she also said, “the
schools are competitive with each

other.”
Previously, the district had offered

parents a voluntary transfer of their
child from Edison to Roosevelt, as
well as providing transportation to
the school, and Ms. Dolan said, “it
didn’t work,” citing a lack of parents
taking up the district on its offer.

She said if nothing were done to
alleviate the enrollment at Roosevelt,
that 290 sixth-grade students would
arrive at its door. “Two hundred-ninety
doesn’t work,” Ms. Dolan said.

Board member Richard Solomon
said during the board discussion that
“even if we were to decide class sizes
of 30 were acceptable…many of those
classrooms are not large enough to
hold those class sizes.” He said some
only fit 20 to 25 pupils.

Ms. Dolan worked with the citizen
advisory committee to study the en-
rollment issues.

She went through a list of prin-
ciples that guided her and the com-
mittee in reviewing the best plan of
action to keep sixth-grade enrollment

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
REDISTRICTING…A resident of Westfield addresses the Westfield Board of Education on Tuesday night at Edison
Intermediate School  about Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan’s recommendation to redistrict the two intermediate
schools. Over 50 residents were in attendance to hear the plan to shift some students from Roosevelt Intermediate School
to Edison. The board will vote on the redistricting proposal on Tuesday, January 27.

WF Council Rejects New ‘Scope’
Of DWC Streetscape Project

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council decided Tuesday not
to move forward on a Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) loan
that would have caused the scope of a
streetscape project first discussed
three years ago to increase and its
price tag to double.

In 2006, the council’s  finance com-
mittee approved “phase one” of the
DWC’s plan, which called for the
refurbishing of the South Avenue cor-
ridor between Westfield and Central
Avenues.

The DWC’s plan, according to press
reports at the time, called for the
incorporation of new sidewalks, light-

ing and brick pavers.
The town and the DWC, in 2006,

came to agreement on a $600,000
price tag, which would be split evenly
between the two entities.

In 2007, in anticipation of financ-
ing its half, the town borrowed
$600,000 to pay for the agreed-upon
project. In 2008, the DWC applied
for, and was successful in securing, a
Downtown Business Loan through
the state’s Department of Commu-
nity Affairs.

When applying for the loan, how-
ever, the DWC, according to Sal
Caruana, the council’s finance chair-
man, increased the size of the original
plan and doubled its price tag to $1.2
million; the town would have to pay

an additional $600,000, and a match-
ing loan would be provided by the
state.

“Problem was,” Mr. Caruana said,
“the project we approved was for
$600,000, and secondly, we had al-
ready funded the $600,000 the year
before [2007] in short-term debt.”

Mr. Caruana said his committee
has met and “reaffirmed” its position
from 2006 that the town was “only
committing to phase one” and the
original $300,000/$300,000 split.

He said there would be “opportuni-
ties for future stages [of the project],
but those would be contingent upon
the success and achievements of phase
one,” which has yet to get underway.
He said after phase one is complete,
opportunities to “leverage” it to at-
tract grant money for future phases
would be possible.

On Tuesday, Mr. Caruana recom-
mended that the town “not increase
the scope of their project at this time”
and not move forward with accepting
the state’s loan.

Finance Committee member David
Haas said, “We were faced with the
fact that for the next phase, we don’t
have the bid specs for it. We don’t
know how phase one will come out,
and we don’t know what phase two
would really entail…It makes it tough
to accept their loan.”

Mr. Caruana said the town would
continue to support the initial phase
one agreement reached in 2006. “This
is a project we said ‘yes’ to in Febru-
ary 2006; it is now January 2009, and
there is no shovel in the ground. We
have to get our arms around what
phase one will look like.”

“There are a lot of unknowns,” Mr.
Caruana continued, “and this is a
different economic environment than
we could have imagined in 2006...Ul-
timately, we were pretty much being
driven into a transaction to obligate
the town for another $600,000 in debt
service for a project we haven’t seen
nor understand fully, and we had until
[Wednesday] to make that decision.”

Though the DWC’s website re-
ported that the $600,000 received
from the state was in “fund grant”
money, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said the award is a loan, not a
grant. He said the finance committee
searched for “every avenue” to “keep”
the loan, but in the end, the town “had
to look at its own capital needs.”

Mr. Caruana said the town and
DWC could reapply for the money in
the future.

When contacted at press time, DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
she was not prepared to discuss at this
time.

Dominick Verdic, DWC board
chairman, said the entire streetscape
plan consists of five phases, all priced
at approximately $500,000 each. Mr.
Verdic said the $600,000 awarded by
the state to the DWC was interest-
free for 15 years.

“All we are trying to do is save not
only the DWC taxpayers but all tax-

Westfield Retains Consultant
For On-Call Traffic Services

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During his Park-
ing and Traffic Safety Committee re-
port, Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca Tuesday night said the town
would retain Gordon Meth’s services
as an on-call traffic consultant.

Last year, a similar agreement with
Mr. Meth called for the town to pay an
amount “not to exceed” $15,000. That
figure has dropped to $14,000 in 2009.

“We’ve added engineering [to his
responsibilities],” Mr. Ciarrocca said.
“We’ve had some downsizing in the
engineering department, and he gives
us some flexibility; his firm can do
traffic and engineering work. So, we
are reducing the amount and increas-
ing the scope.”

Mr. Ciarrocca also said that, after

state Assembly bill 2731 passed and
became law, it increases a town’s
ability to manage traffic control and
makes a municipality less reliant on
the state for approval.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, for instances such as multi-
way stops, the town simply needs to
abide by the Manual on Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices (MUTCD) and
provide documentation; New Jersey
Department of Transportation ap-
proval is no longer required.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the town could
then move forward more expedi-
tiously on the erection of a four-way
stop at the intersection of Park Street
and Boulevard. The town, through
Police Chief John Parizeau, will brain-
storm three to four other possible

GW Council to Consider
Library Funding Resolution

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – On the recommen-
dation of Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, the Garwood Borough
Council will consider a resolution
drafted by the New Jersey League of
Municipalities (NJLM) asking the
state to adjust the funding formula for
municipal libraries.

“In this time of budget difficulty,
any relief to the taxpayer on any man-
dated increases, without affecting the
operations, we are backing,” Ms.
Villaggio said.

According to a copy of the resolu-
tion, which is available on the League
of Municipalities’ website, the cur-
rent state law regarding free public
libraries requires towns to pay at mini-
mum “an amount equal to one third of
a mill on every dollar of assessable
property within the municipality,
based on the equalized valuation of
such property.”

Citing both the state’s current fis-
cal situation and the fact that the
formula has not been reevaluated since
1985, the NJLM’s resolution proposes
reducing this number to one sixth of
a mill on each dollar of equalized
assessed value.

“This won’t decrease the library
budget,” Ms. Villaggio said. “It would
limit the [minimum] increase to one
sixth of a mill percent of the equal-
ized value.”

Ms. Villaggio said the borough paid
around $214,000 to the municipal
library in 2008. The council will take
action on the resolution at a later
meeting. The NJLM passed the reso-
lution in November.

The council also learned from

Charles Lombardo, Garwood’s rep-
resentative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority’s (RVSA) board of
commissioners, that the borough’s
2009 payment to the RVSA would be
$785,889. Initial estimates for the
RVSA bill placed the number at more
than $1 million.

Mr. Lombardo said the adjustment
is due to a decrease in the borough’s
rolling average and the return of a
budget surplus from 2008. Although
still an increase of more than $163,000
over last year, council members said
they were pleased with the reduction.

Ms. Villaggio said that, “$785,000,
even though it is an increase, is much
better than what we were anticipating
last year.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Bruce
Paterson again spoke regarding the
borough’s upcoming appointment to
the RVSA. Mr. Lombardo’s term is
set to expire in February, and Mr.
Paterson has urged the council, both
verbally and via a letter (a copy of
which was provided to The Westfield
Leader) to appoint a new representa-
tive.

In particular, Mr. Paterson took
exception with Mr. Lombardo’s vote
in support of reexamining privatizing
the RVSA, saying the mayor and
council opposed it.

“The RVSA appointment should
be made with diligence and care as to
whether we’re representing the people
or not,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Lombardo responded to these
claims, saying that Mr. Paterson is
misrepresenting his record on the
authority. He said that the vote was
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