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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

January 5, 1998: The Raider wres-
tling team got the best of rival Gover-
nor Livingston, 54-21, in Scotch Plains.
Sophomore A.J. Romeo had a very
physical bout with junior Kevin
Nadowski but prevailed with a pin,
using a half nelson. In one of the
premiere bouts of the afternoon, Raider
junior Tony Melendez had a battle
with talented junior Kris Lecomte but
pulled out a 6-2 victory at 135-lbs. In
a great match-up in the 145-lb pound
class, Highlander Tim Marcantonio
defeated Luke Cerchio, 14-9.

Early January, 2000: The Raider
girls indoor track team captured its
first indoor relay title, totaling 54
points, to easily outscore the Westfield
and Elizabeth girls. The Raiders were
led by the strong efforts of Alyssa
Sams, Jayme Ferraro and Erin Kelly.
Maura McMahon was involved in
two first places for the Blue Devils.

January 3, 2002: In a flashback to
January 25, 2001, the Linden boys’
basketball team fell to Westfield for
the first time in 16 years. The Tigers
were good then, but this season their
squad was ranked number 11 in the
state. The Blue Devils outlasted their
opponents to a 61-56 win in Westfield.
Co-Captain Dan DeSerio scored 21
points and grabbed 20 rebounds, as
well as amassing four blocks.

January 9, 2002: The No. 4 ranked
St. Joseph of Metuchen swimming
team defeated host Westfield, 118-
52. The St. Joe’s team placed first in
all 11 events. In the closest event, the
200-medley relay, St. Joseph touched
in 1:44.11 and Blue Devils Vin Shen,

J. Sobala, Zack Coppa and Ryan
Bartholomew touched in 1:44.3.

January 11, 2003: The Blue Devil
bowling team set four school records
en route to its first Brick Bowling
Tournament championship in a field
of 39 teams at Ocean Lanes in Lake-
wood. Additionally, the Blue Devils
broke the 3,335 pin total set by Jack-
son in the event in 1998 and came
within seven pins of tying the all-time
New Jersey total set by Central Re-
gional in 2001.

Matt Rothstein (719), Willy Masket
(714) and Andrew Royston (701) each
rolled a 700+ series to set a WHS
record of having three individuals
roll 700 series in a match.

WHS, SP-F Take
Rivalry Onto Mat

Once upon a time, the WHS vs. SP-
F match was a highlight of the wres-
tling season, maybe even THE high-
light of EVERY wrestling season.

While WHS still holds a 27-21-3
advantage, the Raiders have won 11 of
the last 12 meetings, with WHS’s only
win since 1996 coming back on Jan.
17, 2001 – by a 39-29 margin at the
Raiders’ Roost, which will be the site
of this year’s annual meeting tomor-
row at 5 p.m.

Westfield winners that night in 2001
included Joe DeCampo (112), Jake
Kramer (119), John Leonardis (125),
Ethan Powell (130), Dave Geenberg
(152), Chris Gismondi (160), Justin
Reyes (171) and Chris MacKay (heavy-
weight). Winning for SP-F were Derek
Francavilla (103), Lucas Francavilla
(135), Pete Civins (140), Andrew Silber
(145), Gary Cousar (189) and Matt
Loomis (215).

Year-by-year scores of past
WHS-SPF wrestling matches:

1959: WHS 36-12
1960: WHS 36-8
1961: WHS 31-18
1962: WHS 25-15
1963: SP-F 21-19
1964: SP- F 28-14
1965: SP-F 26-14
1966: WHS 27-15
1967: WHS 27-17
1968: SP-F 22-20
1969: SP-F 21-19
1970: tie 21-21
1971: tie 18-18
1972: WHS 33-6
1973: WHS 42-6
1974: WHS 41-9
1975: WHS 27-15
1976: WHS 29-18
1977: WHS 39-3
1978: WHS 28-19
1979: WHS 38-11
1980: WHS 45-15
1981: SP-F 26-21
1981: WHS 28-18 (sectionals)
1982: SP-F 44-9
1983: SP-F 31-18
1984: SP-F 38-17
1985: WHS 26-25
1986: WHS 29-26
1987: SP-F 35-16

1988: WHS 44-14
1989: WHS 55-11
1990: WHS 36-26
1991: WHS 30-28
1992: WHS 35-27
1993: tie 28-28
1994: WHS 36-26
1995: WHS 39-27
1996: WHS 54-18
1997: SP-F 55-16 (WHS 6 forfeits)
1998: SP-F 48-25
1999: SP-F 65-6 (WHS 4 forfeits)
2000: SP-F 43-15
2001: WHS 39-29
2002: SP-F 46-22
2003: SP-F 38-25
2004: SP-F 51-21
2005: SP-F 54-16 (WHS 9 forfeits)
2006: SP-F 46-19
2007: SP-F 59-15 (WHS 5 forfeits)
2008: SP-F 62-12 (WHS 7 forfeits)

In 1963, WHS got shutout wins in
the last four matches from Bill Hedden,
Earl Vigne, Marty Howarth and Dave
Morash to pull out a 21-19 victory.
Same thing three years later, as wins
by Ron Hall, Mike Monninger, Jon
Gordon and Steve Jones rallied WHS
to a 27-15 win.

The unbeaten ’67 Blue Devils es-
caped a possible loss against SP-F
when Tim Gordeuk (pin), Gordon (win)
and Jones (p) produced a 27-17 win at
heavyweight, before the teams battled
to a 21-21 tie in ’70. In the 36 indi-
vidual bouts over those three years,
each team won 16 matches with four
draws!

The 1971 match appeared it would
go to the Raiders, who had massive
heavyweight Tom Smith needing to pin
or major decision Paul Hoffman, a 180-
pounder filling in for injured Jim Zitch.
WHS had taken an 18-15 lead on con-
secutive wins by Kurt Stiefken, Skip
Meiklejohn, Tom Jackson and John
Kerr. But Smith could only manage an
8-2 victory, so the match ended in a tie.

(I know this is showing my age, but
the fact that individual and team
matches used to be able to end in a tie
is something I miss a lot. No overtimes,
and no tiebreakers, please! You get

your six minutes, and that’s that … or
that should be that.)

Westfield won the next nine years,
and the matches went pretty much
back and forth until SP-F started domi-
nating in the late ’90s.

It could be very interesting when the
teams meet tomorrow night at The
Roost. Coach Glen Kurz’s Blue Devils
have been looking pretty strong and
are coming off a 45-30 win at
Bridgewater-Raritan. With only one
open weight (forfeit) at 119, things
could be a lot closer that many of the
recent matches, when four, five, six,
seven and even nine forfeits made win-
ning the team match an impossibility
for WHS.

Some interesting facts about the ri-
valry (Note: prior to 1978, freshman
were not eligible for varsity sports):

The first win in the series was posted
by WHS 98-pounder Doug Wight, who
had his hand raised after a forfeit vic-
tory in 1959.

The first on-the-mat win in the se-
ries was posted by WHS 106-pounder
Skip Sims, who beat Jules Pushman 5-
3 in 1959.

The first win for SP-F was by 136-
pounder Jeff House, who pinned Ron
Viglianti in 3:23 in 1959.

The first pin by WHS came from
heavyweight Gene Barron in 5:56 over
Tony Kalbfus in 1959.

The fastest (sub-30 seconds) pins by
WHS were Greg Schmidt, 0:15 over
Doug Licata in 1978; Shaun Sangwin,
0:20 over Eugene Terry in 1995; Joe
DeRubeis, 0:22 over Mike Cuccurullo
in 1988; John Povalac, 0:22 over Mike
Kane in 1990; Shaun Sangwin, 0:30
over Jim Feeley in 1996.

The fastest (sub-30 seconds) pins by
SP-F were Joe Foote, 0:20 over Zach
Bullek in 2006; Matt DeNichilo, 0:22
over Tom Byrne in 2002; Charlie Bachi,
0:26, over Scott Saggio in 2002; Ed
DuPuy, 0:30 over Joe Iacono in 1987;
Jim Feeley, 0:30 over Nick Clark in
1999.

WHS’s Marc Wolin, Lowell Higgins,
Mike Giacone, Glen Kurz (all pins),
Chris Jordan, Jeff Checchio and Kevin
Sullivan were all 4-0 vs. SP-F.

Cory Posey, WHS’s all-time
winningest wrestler with 118 career
victories, was 3-1 against SP-F, suffer-
ing a 10-9 overtime loss to Mike
Marcovecchio in 1993, his freshman
year. Marcovecchio had beaten Chris
Posey 6-5 in the ’91 match, but lost to
Marcus Elias 11-1 in ’90.

WHS’s Joe DeCampo edged Eric
Connolly 3-2 in 2001, but Connolly
won 2-0 in overtime in the ’02 rematch,
then beat Ethan Powell 8-4 and Tom
Del Duca 4-0 the next two years.

In 2006, WHS got a 10-0 decision
from freshman Ricardo Johnson over
Rob Desiato at 140.

Of the current WHS wrestlers, John
Barnes is 2-1 vs. SP-F, Nick DeFreitas
is 0-3, Sam Reichbach 0-3 and Joe
Panarese is 0-2.

WRESTLING UPDATE
WHS finished seventh in the nine-

team field at Roselle Park’s Panther
Invitational. But the first eight schools
– Roselle Park, Howell, Hanover Park,

West Milford, Piscataway, Madison,
WHS and Morristown – were fairly
close in points. John Barnes won the
130-pound title, while Nick DeFreitas
was runnerup at 125.

As we said a few weeks ago, the Den
does not like to promote town kids
who choose to not attend WHS. How-
ever, Tony Pafumi’s performance last
Saturday in a quad-meet deserves men-
tion. The freshman 152-pounder at St.
Peter’s Prep won all three matches, by
a technical fall and two pins. (Sigh)

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Three games into the season and the

WHS boys team has had three differ-
ent individuals as their leading scorer:
Pat Sabatino, Tony DiIorio and Mike
Lessner. That’s the way it’s going to be
with this team, which has gone 2-1
without injured big guy Pat Gray.

When they get to full strength, this
will be a very athletic, very fun team to
watch. Sabatino, Gray and Ryan Hess
should keep the boards clean, Chris
Sheehan is a heady point guard, DiIorio
and Lessner are solid all-around players,
Dave Pusar can nail the 3-pointer when
he’s in there, while Hugo Nolasco and
Jarred Rogers are defensive stoppers.

The WHS girls shook off their open-
ing-game jitters and won three in a
row, including the first two games of
the Len Sepanak Memorial Tourna-
ment at Ridge, defeating Randolph
and Ridge, before falling to
Middletown South 39-30 in the title
game. Tara Handza and Diana Venezia
were the big guns, while Kerri Pringle
and Sara Nelson led in rebounds in the
absence of the injured Alice Knisely.

SWIMMING UPDATE
It’s still a couple weeks away, but

not too soon to mention the killer trio
of meets coming up for the WHS boys
and girls teams. If you’re a fan of top-
notch, high-quality high school swim-
ming, the Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool
is still the place to be.

On Thursday, Jan. 15, WHS will
host St. Joseph (a matchup of the two
winningest boys programs in state his-
tory) and Mount St. Mary (whose only
loss in the last four or five years was
last year to WHS).

Two days later the powerful
Lawrenceville School will invade
Wallace Pool for a 2 p.m. meet. And
then Friday, Jan. 23, another power-
packed twinbill when Christian Broth-
ers (boys) and Immaculate Heart (girls)
come to town.

There should be some of the best
swimming of the entire season over
those eight days.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Eric Hayes, a senior at the College

of New Jersey, was almost perfect last
Saturday in the Lions’ 85-76 loss to
Edgewood (Pa.). The former WHS
captain made five of six 2-pointers,
two of three 3-pointers, and all six free
throws for a 22-point effort.

Through 10 games, Hayes leads the
team in minutes (28.4 per game) and
assists, is second in steals and is third
on the team in scoring with an 8.1
average. The 2005 WHS graduate is
the 13th leading scorer in school his-
tory with 791 points and was a two-
time team captain.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Katie
Ponce. The energetic sophomore re-
turned to the lineup after missing the
first five basketball games due to an
injury and contributed six points, seven
rebounds, five steals and four assists to
a 42-32 win over Elizabeth.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Katie Ponce

Girls Basketball

We insure all drivers

Blue Devils to Hold
Coaches vs. Cancer
Hoops Fundraiser

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team will be holding a
fundraiser for “Coaches vs. Cancer”
this Saturday, January 10, during half-
time of the game against the Union
Farmers.

Coaches vs. Cancer is a nationwide
collaboration between the American
Cancer Association and the National
Association of Basketball Coaches
that empowers basketball coaches and
their teams to make a difference in
the fight against cancer. Westfield
will hold a halftime shooting contest,
accept donations, donate portions of
the admissions and sell Coaches vs.
Cancer Pin-ups to display in the gym.
Please come out and support the bas-
ketball team and fight cancer!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Alter-
nate Municipal Prosecutor during 2009;
and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contribu-
tions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Con-
tracts Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advanta-
geous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and

WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:

1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under the contract;

3) Availability to accommodate any re-
quired meetings;

4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified

for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:

That  Frank Sahaj, Esq. be appointed as
Alternate Municipal Prosecutor for the year
2009.

A copy of this Resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.

Dated: January 1, 2009
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/8/09, The Times Fee: $47.43

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $299,000 WESTFIELD $469,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $599,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $624,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $1,200,000

Beautiful 2nd floor Condo unit offers 1 Bedroom,
Living Room/Dining Room combo with fireplace,
hardwood floors and newer carpet.  Near town, shops
and NYC bus and trains, newer appliances and is in
move-in condition.

Don’t miss this great Cape Cod located just blocks
to NYC train, high school, downtown shopping and
more.  Offers 8 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, cozy Living Room with fireplace, Dining
Room, Family Room addition and so much more.

Rare treasure!  Totally updated and adorable
Farmhouse built in 1800.  Spectacular acre property
backing to parkland.  Brand new 3-car garage and
driveway, hand hewn beams, gleaming pegged oak
floors.  This is a very special and unique home with
fabulous and private property.

To be built home in Scotch Meadow Estates, these
5 new homes range from $899,900 to $1,300,000.
To be custom-crafted, distinctive and elegant.  De-
sign your own model at new cul-de-sac.  Also offer-
ing a school bus pick up.

Lovely, large, new construction Colonial nestled
among the trees on more than half acre property.
This meticulously crafted 5 Bedroom, 3.5 bath Cus-
tom home will please your fussiest buyer.

CRANFORD $795,000
This fabulous Center Hall Colonial sold for
100% of its list price in only 14 days.  Con-
tact any of our extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized marketing plan
for your home.

Wonderful, move-in condition home located at the
end of a cul-de-sac and is close to schools, town and
train, includes 8 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.1
baths, Family Room and Living Room with fireplaces
and Formal Dining Room.  Beautifully maintained,
this home has many extras.

WATCHUNG $895,000
Wonderful updated Tudor with 11 spacious rooms
and newer hardwood floors offers 5 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, a spacious patio overlooking deep, private
property, newer roof, retaining wall and steps.  Ex-
terior paint, trim and stucco finished in 2008.

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!


