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NJ Press Assoc. Warns
Of Law Changes

A case has been filed in federal court
against four judges who have taken judi-
cial activism beyond anything you have
ever seen, resulting in two major changes
in N.J. law [Palimony and Bankruptcy].

Palimony cases no longer require a
palimony contract for support between
the parties. Cases are now being decided
on the marriage-like relationship itself,
based on the premise that the plaintiff
performed services in the relationship
and now should be supported for the rest
of her/his life.

The plaintiff is not required to prove
that he/she ever expected any remunera-
tion for their part in the relationship. Also,
property distribution can now be expected
based only on cohabitation. Cases can
now be judged on quasi-contracts, and
palimony applies to all couples regard-
less of sexual orientation.

Another major change in N.J. law has
to do with whether or not N.J. courts have
jurisdiction over property of the estate in
a federal bankruptcy case that would al-
low them to adjudicate claims in violation
of the automatic stay. N.J. now has a new,
bench-made law called “The one has noth-
ing to do with the other.”

This was decided by N.J. courts with
the meaning that they have decided that
the Federal Injunction under 11 U.S.
362(a) does apply to them.

Both of these issues and much more is
now the subject of a federal action brought
by Edward Diehl in United States District
Court District of New Jersey. Case 3:08-
cv-5095 (MLC).

Diane Trent
NJ Press Association
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Scotch Plains Resident Asks Officials
To Explain Property Tax Options

Whitaker: NJ Should Implement Tax
System Similar to That of Maryland

Among New Jersey’s many fiscal prob-
lems, none is as large as the state’s prop-
erty tax system. When tax bills go out in
August, inevitably, there’s a hew and cry
that the bills are too high, that they are
unfair to seniors, to people just starting
their careers and to those who have lost
their jobs. Those are problems that relate
to New Jersey’s fragmented government.

But it’s highly likely that whatever
you’re paying in property taxes this year
is unfair: You’re paying too much, but
you may be paying too little. It doesn’t
have to be this way, and New Jersey’s
political class should look to Maryland to
fix it. We just got our assessment notice.
Not surprisingly, in this economy, it shows
the market value of our property went
down about 10 percent. What is surpris-
ing – at least for someone who lived most

of his life in New Jersey and who was
active in New Jersey politics – was the
letter that came with it.

“Property values may rise or fall in a
changing real estate market,” the letter
explains. “Therefore, property in Mary-
land is revalued every three years to en-
sure that all property owners pay only
their fair share of local taxes.”

That’s the first step New Jersey should
take to ensure its property tax system is
fair: Require regular reassessments. To
be sure, New Jersey has a requirement
that property be reassessed for tax pur-
poses on a regular basis. The problem is
local officials don’t obey the law. The last
time property in Fanwood was reassessed
was in the final year of Ted Trumpp’s
mayoralty, more than 25 years ago. In
Scotch Plains, the last re-evaluation was
far distant also, as well as in Westfield.

They don’t obey the law because they
are afraid residents would protest dra-
matic jumps in reassessments. In short, if
you live in New Jersey, you can’t trust
your local officials to follow the law and
ensure that your assessment for property
taxes is fair. Maryland solves that simply:
Instead of local or county assessors, all
valuations are done by a state agency.

As the letter explains, “Since no prop-
erty tax revenues are used to fund our
agency, we are able to provide an impar-
tial, unbiased opinion of your property
value.” Because agencies can make mis-
takes, the Maryland letter also contains a
form to appeal the assessment. The Mary-
land system seems fair to me, and I be-
lieve New Jersey should adopt it. But
having been an elected official, I’m also
sure town councils won’t pass resolutions
calling for the state to takeover the assess-
ment function – even though that would
reduce local budgets. Nor will freehold-
ers. As for state legislators…?

Joel Whitaker
Silver Spring, MD

Editor’s note: Joel Whitaker was a
member of the Fanwood Council from
1997-2003 serving as council president
for five of those years. After 25 years in
Fanwood, he moved to Maryland in 2004.

We have recently been buried under
constant bad financial news. We have
bailouts of banks, insurance companies,
mortgages, car companies and on and on.
Many states are also putting out their
hands. Who will be next, the user of credit
cards, newspapers or perhaps Mr.
Madoff’s investors? When will it stop?
But what I find interesting is that property
tax concerns are not mentioned.

What I don’t understand is that people
who took mortgages that they can’t afford
are being looked at by our politicians for
my money in the form of a bailout. All this
is going on while Trenton and local gov-
ernment are continually raising our prop-
erty taxes. We are losing our jobs, we
don’t have pensions, we don’t have medi-
cal coverage in retirement, and we must
work well into our 60s or perhaps even
70s to afford to live in New Jersey.

The Trenton Democrats have held their
heads high with the “Property Tax Rebate
Checks.” Why take the money in the first
place? The Republicans told the Demo-
crats that these rebates were not sustain-
able. This year, we saw the rebates re-
duced, and Governor Jon Corzine is even
talking about further having to reduce
them due to the financial mess we are in.

I have been warning of this disaster for
years. Well, now it is here, even worse
than I could ever dream.

This may come as a surprise that not all
homeowners are in difficult straights due
to mortgage costs. Some don’t even have
a mortgage. These are homeowners that
have paid off their mortgages such as
seniors that are on fixed income or those
that have simply lost their jobs.

In Scotch Plains, we have the dubious
distinction of being one of four towns in
Union County with the average tax bills
in excess of $10,000 per year. This will be
hard to pay for when you don’t have a job!
Naturally, another problem that must be
faced with a job loss is the cost of private
medical insurance, which could be an
additional $10,000 to $40,000 a year.

What is Trenton doing about this? The
answer is nothing! What are your local
officials doing about it? The answer again
is nothing. We hear that in Scotch Plains
that next year will be very “challenging”
to say the least. We have sewage costs,
affordable housing, Abbott Districts’ costs
and salaries of public officials in excess
of $100,000, not counting benefits —
reduced state aid and on and on.

In all fairness, their hands are some-
what tied behind their back with man-
dates and contracts. We [private citizens]
have cut back on our spending, why not

government? We are making difficult
choices. Why not government? At one
point, one could say: “If you can’t afford
it here, then move.” However, now you
can’t even sell your house. On my street,
one house recently sold for $160,000 less
than the initial asking priced, and another
home that sold in 2005 for $460,000 was
recently resold for only $360,000. Our
homes are worth less, why not our prop-
erty taxes? We all know the answer.

To our officials in Trenton, Elizabeth
or here in Scotch Plains: “What options
do we have if we can’t afford to pay our
property taxes?” Will [government] be
foreclosing on our homes to sell them for
the delinquent taxes? With all the entities
getting bailouts, how about NJ property
taxpayers? Can we extend our hands to
the bailout ATM? Who will take the lead?

I hope that each entity report to this
newspaper with our options, should we
lose our jobs and can’t find the money to
pay these sky-high property taxes. It would
be a public service to know what they are.

Some might think that with a new mayor
and new council member, we will have
change of the governing body. Let us all
hope that they address important issues
like this first. This far outweighs new ball
fields.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

We Need a Leader Like
US Atty Chris Christie

I spent time over the weekend with my
good friend, former US Attorney Chris-
topher Christie, and I am very encour-
aged by what I heard.

Chris is being urged to run for Gover-
nor by Republicans, Independents and
even some prominent Democrats. They’ve
read what the newspapers wrote about
what Chris achieved as our state’s US
Attorney, and they’re telling Chris that he
can provide the leadership and make the
tough decisions needed to fix our broken
state.

Chris’s record of integrity and effec-
tiveness has been praised by virtually
every paper in the state as well as The New
York Times and Philadelphia Inquirer.

By contrast, NJ Monthly’s January pro-
file had this to say about Jon Corzine:

“It’s hard to imagine a governor more
qualified to fix the state’s finances and
less able to get the job done.”

Our state’s problems are too great, our
taxes too high, our economy too distressed.

We need a leader like Chris Christie.
Stay tuned! I have a feeling we will hear
some good news real soon.

Sen. Joe Kyrillos (R)
LD-13

Choose

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

� Choose from over 80 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
� Spring ‘09 Semester begins January 22 (register until Jan. 28)
� Spring ‘09 Late Start classes begin February 5 (register until Feb. 11)
� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
� Only $90 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

Assembly GOP Policy Committee
Reveals Findings of 2008 Studies

RWJUHR Foundation
Elects Officers For 2009

AREA — Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital Rahway Foundation has
announced its leadership for 2009. Elected
officers are Joseph Gibilisco, chairman,
Bernice Bowen, vice-chairman, Bonnie
Josephs, secretary, and Richard “Rick”
Parker, treasurer. In addition, Timothy
Williams was elected to serve as a trustee
on the board.

Joseph Gibilisco joined the foundation
in 2003 and is the owner of Lehrer-
Gibilisco Funeral Home in Rahway. He
previously served as secretary and 2nd
vice-chairman of the foundation and is a
member of the hospital’s Hospice Advi-
sory Board. Mr. Gibilisco has served on
the board of numerous organizations in
Rahway and Clark.

Bernice “Bunny” Bowen, a Clark resi-
dent, joined the foundation in 1999. She
is a real estate broker, owner of Bowen
Realty, and has served on the Board of the
Union County Arts Center.

A foundation trustee for 13 years,
Bonnie Josephs has served as vice-chair-
man for the past three years.

Richard Parker was elected to the Board
of Trustees in 2003. He is a director with
CBIZ KA Consulting, and he previously
held the title of Vice President of Finance
at RWJUH Rahway Hospital.

A resident of Rahway, Timothy Will-
iams is Manager of Community Outreach
at Elizabethtown Gas Company. A gradu-
ate of Rutgers University, he has served
on the Boards of United Way Greater
Union County, Middlesex Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Union County
College.

For more information, contact (732)
499-6135 or foundation@rwjuhr.com.

Oak Ridge Golf Course
Closed For the Winter
COUNTY – The Union County De-

partment of Parks and Community Re-
newal announced that the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark is closed for the winter
season. It is customary for one of the three
public golf courses operated by the County
of Union – including Oak Ridge, Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains and Galloping
Hill in Kenilworth – to be closed during
the winter months.

Golfers are reminded that those who
wish to buy identification cards for 2009
can do so at Ash Brook or Galloping Hill
during winter hours of operation, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. All golf ID cards purchased in
2008 will be de-activated by the comput-
erized photo ID system on December 31.
Golfers should keep these cards and bring
them when renewing for 2009. Early re-
newal will help avoid delays in the spring
when everyone wants to take to the links.

When purchasing a new card or renew-
ing a 2008 card, golfers must show proof
of Union County residency through two
forms of identification: a driver’s license
and either a current annual lease, tax,
utility or credit card bill or a bank state-
ment. Non-residents who own property
in Union County may also purchase ID
cards upon providing a current tax bill
showing the address, lot and block num-
ber of the property.

All golf ID card renewals or purchases
must be done in-person. For further infor-
mation about the winter schedules for
Union County’s golf courses, contact the
Department of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 527-4900.

TRENTON — The Assembly Repub-
lican Policy Committee held a press con-
ference in the Statehouse on Tuesday to
release the findings from studies and pub-
lic hearings conducted over the past year.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), the committee chairman, said
the Republican group aims to help the
business community in this ailing eco-
nomic climate and develop initiatives to
create jobs and improve energy conserva-
tion.

For the New Year, the policy commit-
tee will be focusing on issues confronting
the business community, energy conser-
vation, improving the environment and
affordable-housing concerns.

The new regulations being put forth by
the state Council on Affordable Housing
emerged as one of the most controversial
issues for 2009. Many local officials fear

the new regulations will jeopardize towns’
ability to preserve open space. The policy
reasserted its call to suspend the COAH
regulations for at least five years to allow
the state to re-evaluate the program.

Mr. Bramnick said the group will ex-
pand on the initiatives it already pro-
posed, including: A call for a reduction in
the realty transfer fees, establishing a new
training wage and responding to the busi-
ness community by waiting to implement
the Paid Family Leave Act.

In the past year, the policy committee
conducted studies and held public hear-
ings. “Our committee received valuable
information from business experts and
taxpayers during the public meetings, and
we intend to put those ideas to good use,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “New Jersey’s
economy is facing its most challenging
period in almost two decades and we need
to take steps to promote job creation and
economic growth.”

NORTHERN ITALIAN STYLE CUISINE

Visit us at www.mosaico22.com
for a FREE gift card when you book a party

Every Monday and Tuesday dinner
Filet Migon $19.95 regular $28.

Every Tuesday and Wednesday night
Lobster Tails $19.95 regular $30.

Every Thursday and Friday night
Imported Baby Rack of Lamb $19.95 regular $32.

Every Saturday and Sunday night
Pork Shank (Osso Buco) $19.95 regular $28.

Every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dinner
all bottles of wine are 30% off.

Mosaico Economic Stimulus Package

1072 US 22 WEST, MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ • 908.233.3553

*This offer starts every day at 4:00pm and all day Sunday

*Not to be combined with any other offer or photo like gift card.

*There is no need to bring anything but yourself as wait staff will extend this offer

every time you dine with us from now until the end of this promotion. Please no exceptions.

Every tray of food for Superbowl will have 30% Off
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Sen. Kean Praises
Rep. Leonard Lance
Leonard Lance has dedicated the last

three decades to public service. Today
[Tuesday], he joins the United States Con-
gress.

As a trusted voice in my father’s ad-
ministration and principled state legisla-
tor, he has served New Jersey with pas-
sion and dignity.

Among his greatest achievements are
his efforts to stop Trenton’s dependence
on unconstitutional borrowing. Over the
last seven years, state debt has more than
doubled to near $40 billion – over $10,000
for every family across the New Jersey.

His landmark lawsuit against Gover-
nor [Jim] McGreevey ended the option to
borrow taxpayer money for general oper-
ating expenses.

This year, he built a bipartisan coali-
tion in support of a constitutional amend-
ment to require all future borrowing not
backed by dedicated revenues go before
the voters for approval. The Lance Amend-
ment closes the loophole that allowed
nearly 80 percent of state borrowing, ac-
cording to a 2007 analysis. The referen-
dum passed the State Senate unanimously.
It was endorsed by the Newark Star-
Ledger and Asbury Park Press and over-
whelmingly approved by the people this
November.

Leonard leaves the state legislature with
a legacy of compassion, thoughtfulness
and accountability. I know he will bring
these ideals to Washington as he contin-
ues to serve our state and the families who
are proud to call it home.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield (LD-21)
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