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By former Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

’Twas two nights before Christmas and
in one place in town, the mayor was
feeling a little bit down.

After twelve years in office; A remark-
able run, His municipal term was just
about done.

He sat at his desk and looked back on
the years Remembered the good times
and choked back some tears.

Glancing at the photo of his first swear-
ing-in, He shook his head gently and
placed a hand on his chin.

There was Casey holding the Bible Jeff
in his mom’s hold, He could probably
hold her now, if truth should be told.

He tried to remember Just a few small
successes; Smiled, and then groaned; sure,
there were a few messes.

 Underage drinking laws And street
name-changing capers, The Hedge, and
the SID, they were all in the papers.

He read through old letters, Some e-
mails and faxes. Complaints about deer,
about spending and taxes.

Why wasn’t my street paved? Ball-
field lights on after hours. You are ruining
my life with those cellular towers.

Didn’t anyone tell you of the cruelty
and danger of leaving live animals out-
side in the Manger?

The threats and the lawsuits, Deposi-
tions and motions. Another policeman
didn’t get his promotion.

And then there were the regulars At
just about every meeting. Accusations of
uncaring, of lying, of cheating! “Why,”
the mayor shouted And rose to his feet in
a snap. “Did I spend twelve years of my
life putting up with this crap?”

And with this sudden outburst Came a
knock on his door Who might it be, the
Mayor couldn’t be sure.

So he yelled at the door, “Who, pray
tell, is that?” It was a man in a red suit, and
boy was he fat.

He had flowing white hair, black boots
and brass buckle. Ho, Ho Ho, he guf-
fawed; it was more than a chuckle.

“Santa, come on in,” the mayor said; “I
cannot believe that it’s you. Didn’t any-
one tell you that the Mayor here’s a Jew?”

“Not to worry said Santa; I’m not gonna
leave. Religions don’t matter as long as
you believe In friendship and love And
the magic of the season; I’m here to help
out, there’s no other reason.”

It seems that you’re troubled and feel-
ing quite low; I’ll brighten your spirits,
only then will I go.

I was standing outside and I heard your
lament fielding complaints, the last 12
years you have spent.

Well, I’ve been watching too, And let
me give you advice That my list goes far
beyond who’s been naughty and nice.

There’s a lot to be proud of, Much did
you attain, For the 23,000 that live in
Scotch Plains.

Town Hall’s been fixed up ‘though it
did take more time than any expected; its
look now sublime.

The library has taken off Under Direc-
tor Kolaya, Circulation numbers keep
getting hiya and hiya!

The activity and beauty occurring in
Augustine Park is a sight to behold; above
all, after dark.

Your web site is growing and then
there’s S.P.T.V. Plenty new stuff for the
people to see.

New ball fields constructed; The parks

getting upgraded; Soccer moms are so
pleased and the kids are elated.

The marriages you performed; In all
sorts of weather; And if I’m not mistaken,
the couples are all still together.

The volunteers in your community are
all worth a toast and nine times did you do
that as the Mayor’s Gala host.

The Parades and Scotch Plains Day
and the holiday celebration; You lit the
tree with me each year without hesitation.

A trip to Montazzoli, Your Italian Sis-
ter City; So you put on a few pounds, in
that there’s no pity.

Three times you were elected. Now,
how did that feel? So you lost Senate and
Congress; it’s not a big deal.

And the one who’ll replace you, Some
chick named Malool; The town’s in good
hands, now isn’t that cool?

And there are many things more; But in
the interest of time we’ll move to the
finish and end all this rhyme.

Santa said “Mayor, let me ask you a
question; And I apologize if it appears to
be dumb; So many good things have
happened yet you still seem to be glum.”

Are you sure that your pants aren’t a bit
tight in the crotch? You should smile a
bit; it was all on your watch.

“Well” the mayor said clearing his
throat before he would say, I’m really
gonna miss those I met along the way.”

“If there’s one Christmas wish I could
make without causing a flap I’d make it
right now; do I have to sit on your lap?

Santa replied, “That won’t be neces-
sary,” with somewhat of a balk. “Remem-
ber Governor McGreevey; some people
might talk.”

“I’ll grant your wish,” He said with
three additional Ho’s “It’s really quite
clever and here’s how it goes:

You’ll go down to your meeting and
read your silly little poem And when it’s
all over, you’ll take all your friends home.

I’ll let you borrow my sleigh, and de-
tach all the deers, We’ll have your bud-
dies all harnessed as well as some of your
peers.”

So when the meeting was over, they all
met outside to begin what would be a
most incredible ride.

Santa said, “Mayor, you’re the driver
and to make the sleigh start, Call out to
your friends, now here’s the best part:

On Atkins, LaCosta, on Madeline, on
Toni on Poerio, on Timko and on Chief
Mahoney.

On Levine, on Ellis; We’re on our way
fast; On Council members; both present
and past.

On Woodruff and Gottko and on
Michael Ross. Can someone find out if he
likes his new boss?

On Majeski and Ward and on Riepe the
Clerk; The mayor pulled on the reins with
a tug and a jerk.

On all the rest too numerous to men-
tion. Omitting your names was not my
intention.

So the mayor’s wish had come true; No
friendship’s needed to be severed. He’d
have all his buddies forever and ever.

He turned to thank Santa, but Santa had
left He’d snuck away with his deer and all
of his heft.

So to those watching from home and
those clearly in sight Thank you for let-
ting me be your Mayor and — Merry
Christmas to all, and to all a good night.

A Final Farewell;
December 23, 2008

Fanwood Blood Drive
Get Huge Response

The Fanwood Rescue Squad collected
51 units of blood or red cells during our
Bill Crosby Memorial Blood Drive yes-
terday [last Tuesday]. This is huge for this
time of year and, we believe, a new record
for us.

NY Blood Center informs us the blood
collected yesterday will be ready for pa-
tients starting New Year’s Day. What a
great way to start 2009.

Thanks to all of you who came by to
donate. Hope to see you this summer.

Tom Kranz, EMT-B
Fanwood Rescue Squad

Westfield’s Parking-Ticket Policy Makes
It ‘Unpleasant’ to Shop Downtown

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Mayor and Council, and
copied to the newspaper.

I am writing this e-mail to complain
about your parking-enforcement policy. I
received an overtime parking meter ticket
on December 13, 2008. I was only 13
minutes late in returning to my car (and
because of your new parking lot payment
machines, it is possible for the parking-
enforcement officer to determine that the
meter was only 13 minutes past due),
after spending approximately $200 for
gifts in your local stores (and had paid for
90 minutes of parking). I was tempted to
return the merchandise I bought, but I
decided that would really only punish me,
since you would never know what hap-
pened.

What puzzles me is why, in these tough
economic times, would the Town of
Westfield make it difficult and unpleas-
ant to shop and spend money at the stores
in their town? It is just as easy to go to a
nearby mall and spend money in another

town and not have to pay for parking.
Additionally, many other towns, in an
effort to encourage customers to spend
money in their towns, cover the parking
meters and offer free parking during the
holiday season.

To add insult to injury, the December
14, 2008, Sunday Star-Ledger contained
a four-page glossy advertisement pam-
phlet extolling the virtues of Westfield
from the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion. Indeed, the front-page main article
of the pamphlet was entitled, “Why Sup-
porting Local Business is Key – Espe-
cially Now in this Economy.” (I attempted
to send a copy of this e-mail to the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, but their
website was down and inaccessible.)

One does not need to have a degree
from Wharton to recognize that your park-
ing-enforcement policy, especially dur-
ing the holiday season, is counter-intui-
tive and “pennywise, pound-foolish.”

Deborah White
Cranford

Westfield Responds
About Ticketing Policy

Dear Deborah White,
This is to acknowledge that your e-

mail to the [Westfield] Mayor and Coun-
cil expressing your personal perceptions
regarding the parking accommodations
provided by the Town of Westfield in our
award-winning downtown has been re-
ceived. Please be advised that the Town
of Westfield cannot provide an individu-
alized response without the writer’s com-
plete address.

I do not know from what information
source you are basing your comments on,
but you may be interested to know that,
year-round, the town offers 10 minutes of
free parking with a touch of a button at the
meters on the street to accommodate those
who are “just running in” to drop off or
pick up something as well as a 10-minute
grace period at the end of the paid-for
time when in one of our town parking lots.
Thus, those who receive a summons for
overtime parking in one of our paystation
lots do so only after being at least 10
minutes past the time they actually paid
for. Further, the town does offer a variety
of free parking options during the holiday
season.

Joan Thermann
Westfield Exec. Assistant

Santa, I Would Like
Another Chance

Dear Santa,
I knew I’ve been bad sometimes this

year, but I would like another chance.
What I want is a red PSP, a game for Wii
called Rock Band and a DJ charger. If I
get any of this, I will be lucky.

You don’t have to give me anything if
you don’t want to. P.S. If I don’t get any
of this, I won’t be mad.

XOXOXO.

Kevin Corona
South Plainfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

St. Barts Ed. Director Comments
On ‘Over Reaction’ of Reader Becker
After reading both Mr. Savickas’ and

Mr. Becker’s letters to the editor regard-
ing the lack of sacred Christmas music at
a local elementary school, it seems to me
that Mr. Becker has over reacted. To
insinuate that one is anti-Semitic because
one is concerned that not one “sacred”
song was sung at a holiday concert is, I
find, offensive and way over the top.

I was an active parent in the Westfield
school system, having three children re-
ceive a fine education at its instruction.
However, through all those years (1984-
2007), I, too, felt that at times, it seemed
just the mention of Christmas was viewed
as threatening.

We speak of Hanukkah and display
lovely Menorahs. We speak of Kwanzaa
and display the beautiful Kinara candles
associated with that holiday. But when it
comes to Christmas, the celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ, we display
snowmen and Christmas trees — both of
which are secular displays of the holiday,
not sacred.

Really, what is at issue here? Why
can’t our children sing beautiful Hanuk-
kah songs and a beautiful Christmas Carol
such as “Silent Night” so as to educate our
children about the true meaning of both
holidays? Christmas is not about Frosty
the Snowman. While we are at it, I hope
there is a song or poem or some worth-
while representation of Kwanzaa as well.
These are, after all, the three holidays that
encompass our “school holiday concerts.”

I hardly think a letter from a concerned
dad about equal representation at a holi-
day concert even comes close to being

anti-Semitic or divisive or even worse,
pitting Christians against Jews — what a
horrible, insulting and narrow thing to
suggest. I think the suggestion itself is
divisive and can cause more trouble then
the original letter it condemns. We all
need to be very careful of using the “anti-
Semitic” accusation so freely or when it
truly is the case, it will be like the “boy
crying wolf.”

As a final word on all this, lest Mr.
Becker think I am speaking solely from a
Christian viewpoint. I will share that my
maternal side of the family are of the
Jewish faith, and I am proud to promote
inclusiveness across the board.

May 2009 bring peace, prosperity and
many blessings to all.

Linda Attanasio, Dir. of Ed.
St. Bartholomew Church

Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stupration – Rape; violation by force
2. Schatchen – A marriage broker
3. Tettix – A cicada
4. Ronion – A mangy, scabby animal

GEMUTLICH
1. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
2. A miser
3. Awkward; clumsy
4. Agreeable; cheerful

AVENACEOUS
1. Abundant; plentiful
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. Belonging to, or having the nature of

oats
4. Mischievous; devilish

LANGLAUF
1. A clairvoyant
2. An interpreter; translater
3. A narrow pathway; a foot path
4. A cross-country ski run

TIVY
1. With great speed
2. Sass; back talk
3. Discontent
4. An intense or nervous state

Garwood Toy Drive
Brings Smiles to Kids
On behalf of Sister Jacinta Fernandes

of The St. Joseph’s Social Service Center
in Elizabeth, the children who received
the toys, and The Msgr. John M. Walsh
Council 5437, Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus, I’d like to thank everyone for
their generous monetary and toy dona-
tions to our annual toy drive. Our special
thanks to The St. Anne’s Church of
Garwood Rosary Society members and
their president, Christine Guerriero, for
their generous donation of toys as well.

On our last delivery of toys, the line of
families waiting to receive the distribu-
tion of toys was a few blocks long. We
were told that many of the families were
waiting in line over night in inclement
weather of rain, sleet and snow, with
family members taking turns holding their
spot in line.

Seeing and hearing this, please know
how special your efforts and your gener-
osity were in making a child smile on
Christmas morning.

In closing, thank you again, and our
best wishes for a very healthy and Happy
New Year.

Keith Gallagher, Garwood
Toy Drive Chairman

A Most-Gracious
Thank You Westfield
Once again, the Westfield community

and its surrounding neighbors have gone
above and beyond to make the Christmas
wishes of the Newark YMCAs children
in need a huge success!

This year, we were able to make the
dreams of over 165 resident children come
true. It was truly a magical day for them.
And, with your outpouring of support, we
were also able to purchase a hat, glove
and scarf set for each resident adult – over
150 of them. Your generosity was over-
whelming.

We wish to thank everyone who helped
make this day special, including Ameri-
can Shoe Repair and Luggage Store,
B.A.S.C Network, Castle Bootery,
Denogla School of Irish Dance, Ferraro’s
Restaurant, Franklin School families,
Temple Emanu-El members, Vicki’s
Diner, Weichert Realtors of Westfield,
Westfield High School students and fami-
lies and the Westfield community.

We wish you all a happy and healthy
new year.

Vivian & Jeffrey Gold,
Donate a Smile Committee at WHS

See more letters on page 5
Letters to the Editor

Government Entities Must Not
Hike Fees On Each Other

It seems like the 2009 budget battles are shaping
up. Pitted against each other are municipal govern-
mental bodies, school boards, Special Improvement
Districts, the county and even libraries. They each
seek to maximize their respective shares of available
revenues, while offloading costs to others at the
same time. There is no referee, entity or elected
official in charge of these skirmishes. The concern is
that the matter may degenerate into cannibalism and
leave nothing more than a mess for the taxpayer to
deal with by mid-year.

One case in point is in Westfield, where the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC) voted at a meet-
ing last month to make the unusual move to desig-
nate the bulk of its surplus (approximately $200,000
in cash reserves) to only be available for future
capital projects. This enraged First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana because he believes that surplus
must remain available for all budget concerns, par-
ticularly this year.

By the DWC taking this action, Mr. Caruana said
that the downtown property taxpayers would be hit
again with higher charges. There have also been
bookkeeping concerns raised as to how this surplus
has been allowed to carry forward over several years,
as state law restricts accumulation of surplus in an
attempt to protect the taxpayer. Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said he believes the DWC’s action last
month was “legal” but that it may jeopardize other
agreements and obligations it has with the town.

Another case in point is in Garwood, where the
public and school libraries share building space with
the one public school in the borough based on a
longstanding agreement. The board of education
(BOE) is seeking a substantial increase in payments
to offset utilities from the public library, which
shares a building with the Lincoln/Franklin School.
The public library, which pays $1 a year to the BOE,
is looking for help and protection on this issue from

Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the borough council,
which seems powerless, in this instance, in protect-
ing the library money from the school board.

Agreements have been in place in Garwood for
some time with many “puts and takes” keeping the
small community in balance. If one party such as the
BOE steps out of hand, does the community then
become unbalanced? Is this an end to the concept of
shared services in Garwood and the start of “every
man for himself?” We hope not.

The County of Union has raised the fees charged
to municipalities utilizing the county’s compost fa-
cility in Springfield and upping charges from $1 to
$2 per cubic yard for un-compacted leaves and from
$2 to $3 per cubic yard for compacted leaves as it
looks to increase revenues.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea said this
increase would inflate the town’s fee for this service
from $33,000 to $70,000 per year, what he deemed
a “significant increase.” Westfield and Scotch Plains
have an agreement whereby each town drops off its
leaves at each other’s conservation center. Neither
town charges for the service.

At one point, the Westfield BOE leased Lincoln
School to the county’s Educational Services Com-
mission but terminated that deal to transfer the
school into an early childhood learning center and
overcome child-behavior concerns in the neighbor-
hood.

This year, municipal governments, public schools
and county operations must avoid spats with each
other as they jockey to avoid the ire of the taxpayer.
It would be great if the taxpayer could say, “Here’s
all the money you’re going to get. Now each of you
figures an equitable, fair split.”

When will unrealistic pensions and unfunded com-
mitments of property tax obligations be brought
under control? Meanwhile, jacking up fees to each
other is counter-productive.

Lance Showed Bipartisanship
By Attending Freeholder Reorg.

When the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders reorganized on Sunday, there was a surprise
face in the crowd, newly elected Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-Clinton). Mr. Lance is the first
Republican to attend a county reorganization meet-
ing in years; the GOP has not held a seat on the nine-
member board since 1997. He will also open a
Congressional office in Westfield, the first for the
district in Union County since 2003.

We congratulate Congressman Lance for taking
the initiative to show bipartisanship at what was
clearly a Democratic Party celebration. He told the
crowd that the Seventh District includes 16 towns in

Union County and that the issues that unite the
parties are far more important than those on which
Republicans and Democrats differ. We agree.

It is important that our Congressional delegation,
Senate and House, as well as state-, county- and
municipal-elected officials, work together on issues
that span party lines. These include everything from
federal and state funding for transportation projects
to port security and, of course, getting our economy
moving again.

We extend our best wishes to now former Con-
gressman Mike Ferguson for his efforts over the past
eight years in Washington, D.C.


