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Mountainside Considers
Affordable Housing Plan

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
officials discussed the borough’s fair
housing obligations last month and
made plans to form a steering com-
mittee to map out the community’s
response to the state’s Council on
Affordable Housing’s (COAH) latest
round of fair housing requirements.

The exercise is new for
Mountainside. To date, the borough
has not submitted any plan to COAH,
leaving it open to builder’s remedies
and mandated affordable housing
development in the future if a plan is
not submitted.

In response, the council invited
experts in community planning and
development to present options for
consideration.

At the December 23 meeting, a
presentation was delivered by Philip
Caton and Beth McManus of Clarke
Caton and Hitz, an architecture and
planning firm retained by the bor-
ough in the summer. The firm has
been obtained to help the council
develop a viable plan to satisfy its
third round, fair housing require-
ments.

According to Mr. Caton, his firm
has assisted several municipalities in-
cluding Secaucus, Bayonne and
Allendale in developing plans that
meet COAH requirements.

At one point, the presentation,
which was punctuated by audience
and council questions, focused on the
prospect of rezoning areas previously
slated for light industrial use. Mr.
Caton said this option could satisfy
the fair housing requirement and po-
tentially mitigate the impact of any
new construction on the more resi-
dential parts of the borough.

Discussing this option, Council
President William Lane raised the
prospect of rezoning select proper-
ties designated for light industrial use
for affordable housing development.
“Would this open us up to a 90- to
100-unit project?” he asked.

Borough Attorney John Post fol-
lowed up, asking, “What would be
the gross number of units we would
have to zone for to accommodate our
fair share requirement?”

“One hundred twenty or so units –
of which 20 percent would need to be
affordable,” said Mr. Caton, who has
extensive experience dealing with
COAH.

Councilman Paul Mirabelli asked,
“Could you restrict the zoning so that
the zoning reverts back [to light in-
dustrial use]?”

Mr. Mirabelli was told that the bor-
ough could not restrict the new zoning
to apply to the first 90 units. Any move
to rezone areas previously designated
for light industrial use would have to
be open to a mixture of both affordable
housing and light industrial develop-
ment and could not be modified again
once changed, Mr. Caton said.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie said he has been working to see
how other towns are addressing the
requirement and has reviewed drafts
developed by other municipalities.

In addition to rezoning land set
aside for light industrial use, the coun-
cil discussed submitting a plan call-
ing for affordable family rental units
only. While limiting additional light
industrial development, the council
was told this could require the con-
struction of up to 41 family rental
units ranging from one to three bed-
rooms each. Mr. Canton said 41 units
would be on the “small-side” but “still
large enough to attract developers.”

Several local residents in attendance
questioned the impact this approach
could have on the community and

schools in particular. Concerns were
raised over how the units would be
kept up over time and if they could
potentially fall victim to mismanage-
ment and poor upkeep.

Mr. Caton attempted to assuage
some of their fears saying, “ Devel-
opers are responsible for maintaining
a positive relationship with the com-
munity.”

“Affordable housing units are beau-
tiful – generally indistinguishable
from market-rate units,” he said. “Es-
pecially in attractive real estate mar-
kets, the market rate housing is able
to carry home prices,” and mitigate
the impact of any affordable housing
construction.

The issue of whether or not an
existing nursing home would qualify
as affordable housing was raised.
According to Ms. McManus, nursing
homes do not count towards a
municipality’s fair housing require-
ment for affordable housing.

“COAH will gauge development in
a town and progress made towards
meeting the plan submitted,” Mr. Caton
said. Assisted living housing facilities
was also mentioned but each unit and
occupant would need to be evaluated
to see whether it would qualify under
affordable housing income restrictions,
the consultants said.

Mr. Canton said that failing to de-
velop a fair housing plan would only
make the borough vulnerable to a
developer coming in and dictating
the terms of any affordable housing
development.

Council President Lane echoed the
concern, adding that, “Developers
would be financed via the state hous-
ing authority.”

Mr. Canton said that
Mountainside’s plan was “not an easy
one to put together because you are a
fully developed community.”

Recognizing this, Mr. Lane recom-
mended that the council move quickly
to establish a steering committee to
develop a plan consisting of the mayor,
administrator, borough attorney, town
engineer, members of the council,
planning board and zoning depart-
ments. Once a plan is drawn up, it will
be submitted to the full council for
final approval.

Since the borough has never had an
affordable housing plan, Mr. Canton
said waiting until after COAH’s De-
cember 31 deadline to submit one
should not adversely impact the bor-
ough. According to Mr. Canton, it is
better to get it done right than rush to
meet the year-end deadline.

“It should be as soon as practical,”
responded Mr. Lane when asked when
a plan was expected to be ready. “There
is motivation to get the process roll-
ing,” he added. The steering commit-
tee is expected to meet this month.

Cocaine Discovered in
Canned Goods at Airport

NEWARK – On New Year’s Eve,
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
Officers at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport arrested Yaneira
Perdomo, an 18 year-old U.S. citizen,
and seized six canned goods contain-
ing cocaine. CBP offic-
ers selected Perdomo
for a baggage exam af-
ter she had arrived on a
flight from Santo
Domingo, Dominican
Republic. Mr. Perdomo
told CBP officers that
she was moving back to
the U.S. and presented
one suitcase for inspec-
tion.

During the examina-
tion of the suitcase, CBP
officers discovered two
cans of mixed veg-
etables, two cans of coconut, and two
cans of corn, authorities said. After
noticing the unusual heaviness of the
cans, CBP officers said they opened
the cans, which revealed a sealed
plastic container. The container was

probed producing a white powdery
substance, which field-tested posi-
tive for cocaine.

Authorities said a total of six cans
containing 4.3 pounds of cocaine were
seized and had street value of over

$200,000. Perdomo was
arrested and turned over
to Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement
agents for federal pros-
ecution by the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in
Newark.

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection Di-
rector of Field Opera-
tions Robert E. Perez
stated, “This case dem-
onstrates the complex
methods that these
smuggling organiza-

tions will utilize to illegally import
dangerous drugs into the U.S., as
well as the meticulous efforts of our
CBP officers to identify and dis-
mantle these illicit operations at the
ports of entry.”

2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the third concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
CARMIT ZORI, ROBERT RINEHART, viola

TIMOTHY EDDY, cello
PROGRAM

Boccherini String Quintet
Debussy String Quartet

Mendelssohn String Quartet

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Fanwood Mayor, Council
Tell 2009 Appointments

FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the borough coun-
cil made the following municipal ap-
pointments at the government’s reor-
ganization meeting on January 1.

The following are appointments by
the mayor:

Assessment Commission: Jack
Molenaar, George Weiss and Will-
iam Populus; Environmental Com-
mission: Gary Szelc, Daniel
Zucker, Margaret Chowdhury and
David Schwartzberg (alternate);
Planning Board: Gregory
Cummings, Dale Flowers, Eric
Gaulin, Dennis Sherry (alternate)
and William Lee.

Shade Tree Commission: April Lee;
Fanwood Public Library Board of
Trustees: Katherine Mitchell (mayor’s
representative); Shared Services Co-
ordinating Council: Mayor Mahr,
Councilwoman Donna Dolce and
Councilman David Valian; Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee: Mayor
Mahr, Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern (mayor’s alter-
nate representative) and Council-
woman Mitchell (council’s represen-
tative).

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Committee: Jack Molenaar
(mayor’s representative); Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition: Jack Molenaar;
Union County Air Traffic and Noise

Advisory Board: Lynn Brown; Union
County Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board: Adele Kenny
and Tom Plante (alternate); Solid
Waste Advisory Council: Clinton
Dicksen and Robert Sommerich (al-
ternate); Cultural Arts Committee:
Councilwoman Mitchell (council li-
aison) and Adele Kenny, chairman;
Alex Pinto, Tom Plante, David
Pickering, Gary Szelc, Robert Chang,
Carol Oakes, George Weiss, Melissa
Palomaras and Linda Radice.

Communications/Volunteerism/
TV 35 Committee: Council Presi-
dent David Valian (council liaison),
Joan Feller (chairman), George
Weiss, Pat Hoynes, John Mooney,
Sherman Feller, Rosemarie
McCallion, Joseph Nagy, Michael
Prasada and Robert Sommerich.

The following are appointments by
the mayor with the consent of the
council:

Historic Preservation Commis-
sion: Adam Kois, John Celardo (plan-
ning board representative) and David
Blechinger; Recreation Commis-
sion: Bruce Zakarin (chairman), Joan
Kirner, Neil Pierce, Joseph Valente
(alternate) and Bruce Walsh.

Eight Candidates Interviewed
For U.S. Attorney Vacancy

The Star-Ledger has reported that
Senators Frank Lautenberg and Rob-
ert Menendez have interviewed eight
candidates to replace Chris Christie
as United States Attorney for New
Jersey. They include defense lawyer
John Azzarello, counsel to the 9/11
commission; defense lawyer Alberto
Rivas, a federal monitor for New
Jersey’s racial profiling consent de-
cree, John Vazquez, former first as-
sistant to State Attorney General Anne
Milgram, and Paul Fishman, a former
first assistant U.S. Attorney and Jus-
tice Department official.
State Report: Ex-School Officials

‘Misused Petty Cash Funds’
A State Department of Education

audit report has determined that
former Wayne Superintendent of
Schools Maria Nuccetelli and her
business administrator Gary Ottman
misused petty cash funds, according
to The Record. The school district is
seeking reimbursements of over
$2,000. Ms. Nuccetelli is currently
Clifton’s acting superintendent of
schools.

The story said Ms. Nuccetelli was
reimbursed from the petty cash for
newspapers and yearly appointment
calendars delivered to her home,
Rotarian lunches, as well as expenses
for retirement dinners and gifts she
gave. Mr. Ottmann attended a con-
vention in Toronto, Canada, an al-
lowed expense, but also filed for re-
imbursement for a train ticket from
Toronto to Montreal that was “unre-
lated to the convention.” He is now
business administrator for the
Plainfield school district.

The pension contributions Mr.
Ottmann made were tax-deductible,
and the report said Mr. Ottmann “not
only received the [district] reimburse-

ments without proper tax reporting or
tax withheld, but his federal wages
were decreased by the amount of pen-
sion originally withheld.”

Corzine: State’s Budget Deficit
Widens From $1.2 to $2.1 Billion

Governor Jon Corzine said Friday
that the state’s budget hole has wid-
ened from $1.2 to $2.1 billion due to
the declining economy,
northjersey.com reported.

Mr. Corzine has been talking about
a state economic stimulus package
with governors from Massachusetts,
New York, Ohio and Wisconsin.
Bryant Seeks to Have Corruption

Conviction Overturned
Former State Senator Wayne Bryant

is seeking to have a federal judge
overturn his conviction on corruption
charges. Bryant is also asking that the
judge grant him a new trial on the
grounds that prosecutors failed to
produce enough evidence to prove he
was guilty of using his power as sena-
tor to gain a $35,000 per year job with
the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry, New Jersey (UMDNJ) in
Camden. Former UMDNJ dean, R.
Michael Gallagher, convicted with
Bryant, has also sought to have his
conviction thrown out.

Bryant and Gallagher will be sen-
tenced on March 20. They each face
up to 15 years in prison.

Gov. Richardson Withdrew
Commerce Sec. Consideration
New Mexico Governor Bill

Richardson has withdrawn from con-
sideration for commerce secretary in
the incoming administration of Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama, saying a
pending investigation into whether his
administration gave lucrative contracts
to a political donor would have “forced
an untenable delay” in his confirma-
tion before the United States Senate.

Asm. Merkt ‘Surprised’ by
Christie Meeting in Passaic

MENDHAM — Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-25, Mendham),
who is a candidate for governor
this year, has expressed concern
about published reports that Scott
Rumana, Passaic County Republi-
can Party Chairman and 40th Dis-
trict New Jersey State Assembly-
man, recently called for an “emer-
gency” meeting of Passaic
County’s municipal chairs “to hear
a sales pitch from gubernatorial
hopeful Chris Christie’s spokes-
man, Bill Palatucci (a Westfield
resident).”

“Apparently, the emergency meet-
ing fell apart when the spokesman
backed out,” according to a press re-
lease from the Merkt campaign.

“I am surprised – and frankly more
than a little disappointed to learn that
Chairman Rumana, who sits directly
behind me in the Assembly GOP
Caucus, would arrange a private meet-
ing [with] the Passaic County’s mu-
nicipal chairs to hear from a repre-
sentative of someone who is not yet
even a candidate for governor, while
at the same time excluding three Re-
publican candidates who have already
declared their interest in running for
the office.”

According to the release, Mr.
Merkt believes an “open and fair
nominating process is essential for
Republican success in this year’s
race for governor, because the party’s
political credibility is at stake.”

“We Republicans simply cannot
afford a gubernatorial nominee
hand-picked behind closed doors
by party bosses,” said Mr. Merkt,
who has announced he is not run-
ning for another term in the assem-
bly.

 “This decision belongs to the
people of New Jersey, and they will
respect and support our nominee only
if they see that he is strong enough to
win in a fair and open primary con-
test.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NJ Seeks to Double
Blood Donations

TRENTON — Health and Senior
Services Commissioner Heather
Howard, the New Jersey Hospital As-
sociation (NJHA) and the New Jersey
Workplace Blood Donor Coalition is
calling on hospitals, businesses and
government to hold more workplace
blood drives to alleviate the state’s
blood shortage and save lives.

According to the Department of
Health and Senior Services, more than
500,000 units of blood are transfused
in New Jersey hospitals each year.
However, donations from volunteer
blood donors have not kept pace.

“If New Jersey could double its
donor participation to the national
average of five percent, the state would
eliminate its blood shortage,” the de-
partment said.


