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Counties Hold Forum to
Share Services, Purchasing

COUNTY — Officials from five
Central Jersey counties gathered to
discuss ways they could band together
to save taxpayer dollars through shar-
ing services and cooperative bulk
purchasing.

Middlesex County Freeholder
James Polos, chairman of the county’s
public works, transportation and
shared services committee, convened
the meeting to gauge interest from
the contiguous counties in establish-
ing partnerships in a number of areas.

Freeholders, county administrators
and shared services directors from
Mercer, Monmouth, Somerset and
Union counties attended the Central
Counties Cooperative Caucus meet-
ing held in November at Middlesex
County College.

Topics ran the gamut from jointly
purchasing commodities to possibly
sharing services for housing juvenile
offenders, medical examiner opera-
tions and expanding regional trans-
portation opportunities.

“I have always believed that gov-
ernment needs to work smarter and
look beyond borders to best serve its
residents,” Middlesex County Free-
holder Polos said. “I am pleased with
the enthusiasm of our surrounding
counties to our invitation to meet and
develop a strategy for sharing ser-
vices and cooperative purchasing.”

Union County Freeholder Angel
Estrada, the board’s 2008 chairman,
said he was particularly interested in
exploring cross-county public and
medical transportation opportunities.

He said the closing of Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield necessi-
tates the need to transport patients to
hospitals in other counties, including
JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Somerset County Freeholder Di-
rector Peter Palmer said his county
enjoys “very successful” shared ser-
vices programs with its municipali-
ties and school districts, and operates
Raritan Valley Community College
with neighboring Hunterdon County.

Somerset County also sends its ju-
venile offenders to the Middlesex
County Youth Detention Center un-
der a 1998 agreement through which
Somerset paid for a portion of the
construction costs and contributes to
the operating costs of the Middlesex
County facility.

Mr. Palmer said he is interested in any
agreements for school transportation.

“Education is a rather expensive
proposition in the State of New Jer-
sey,” Mr. Palmer said. “I’d like to
explore if there is anything that could
work there.”

Nancy Coffee, shared services co-
ordinator for Mercer County, said
counties “share a lot of commonali-
ties” such as “emergency prepared-
ness” and meeting “new FCC regula-
tions for radio interoperability.” She
said Mercer County is interested in
exploring agreements for services for
juvenile and adult corrections.

Representatives from each of the
counties met about three years ago to
begin a shared services dialog. The
difference this time, Mr. Polos said, is
that the state has made sharing ser-
vices a priority and is providing funds
for such endeavors.

“With our national economic down-
turn that makes us all do more with
less, working together is an obvious
solution across county lines and
within counties that just makes finan-
cial sense,” Monmouth County Free-
holder Barbara McMorrow said.

Each county agreed to host a spe-
cific workshop group in its county
and be responsible for the implemen-
tation strategy for that particular area
of county government. Workshops
will address pharmaceutical and
medical services for adult correction
facilities, juvenile detention services,
medical examiner services, informa-
tion technology, purchasing, educa-
tion and transportation.

Corzine Criticizes Senate
GOP for Filing Lawsuit

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has criticized Republican
members of the state Senate Budget
Committee for filing a lawsuit on
New Year’s Eve requesting prelimi-
nary documents for next year’s bud-
get.

“As we close out a year of eco-
nomic upheaval more severe than any
since the Great Depression, with so
many people in New Jersey losing
their homes, jobs, and financial secu-
rity, it is disappointing that Republi-
can legislators have chosen the Bush-
Rove path of divisive, partisan poli-
tics. Those tactics helped create the
current meltdown, and while we are
entering a new era in Washington
with a new President and renewed
hope, the Republicans here in New
Jersey are still playing political games.

“Within hours we will be announc-
ing deep and painful budget cuts that
must be made to comply with our
constitutional obligation of a balanced
budget. What we need in this climate
is statesmanship and cooperation by
all who have been elected to serve the
people of this state. The last thing we
need is for Republican legislators to
use taxpayer resources to gin up a
partisan lawsuit. Partisanship should
be off the table as we deal with this
crisis.

“My door has always been open to
anyone of any party who has a good
idea. If the Republicans really have
something to contribute to help deal
with this economic crisis, they could
have walked into my office instead of
a courtroom.”

According to the GOP complaint
filed December 31 in state Superior
Court, the Fiscal Year 2009 budget of
$33.5 billion listed revenue projec-
tions of $32.9 billion, but the gover-
nor has now said “collections would
be $1.2 billion less than projected.”

The GOP complaint was filed by
Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) and GOP mem-
bers of the Senate budget committee.

“Red flags go up when the gover-
nor claims one day that he is freezing
funds and using the impoundment
power, but for the next month refuses
to say by how much or identify the
funds being impacted, ” Mr. Kean
said. “We need assurances that he is
being aggressive enough so we can
avoid tax increases that make New
Jersey more unaffordable.”

WHS Junior Selected to
Attend Inauguration
WESTFIELD — Diana Vasel, a

junior at Westfield High School, has
been accepted into the People to
People Presidential Inauguration pro-
gram. Diana will join a select group
of returning People to People travel-
ers from around the world to cel-
ebrate the inauguration in Washing-
ton, D.C. of Barack Obama as the
44th President and listen to his inau-
gural address.

They will
also gain in-
sights into
American lead-
ers throughout
history, during
d i s c u s s i o n s
with political
experts, access
to the U.S.
Capitol and Na-
tional Archives,
exploration of

the newly reopened National Mu-
seum of American History, and visits
to Washington’s monuments and me-
morials.

As a successful People to People
delegate, Diana earned an exclusive
invitation to the program.

The program is coordinated by
People to People Leadership Pro-
grams to fulfill the vision President
Dwight D. Eisenhower had for fos-
tering world citizenship when he
founded People to People during his
presidency in 1956.

Diana Vasel
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Col. Barbara Douglas
Retires from Army

SCOTCH PLAINS – Colonel Bar-
bara Douglas is retiring from the U.S.
Army after 30 years of military ser-
vice. She is the daughter of Ralph
Douglas of Scotch Plains,  Col. Dou-

glas has had assignments that have
taken her to Korea, Maryland, South
Carolina, Virginia and Washington,
D.C. with positions ranging from hu-
man resources director at the Pentagon
and assistant professor of military sci-
ence at Virginia Tech to garrison battal-
ion commander. Col. Douglas was
deputy chief of personnel with First
Army Division East before retirement.

Col. Douglas is a 1976 graduate of
Concord Carlisle High School in
Concord, Mass. She earned a
bachelor’s degree in 1982 from Bowl-
ing Green State University in Ohio
and a master’s degree in 2000 from
George Washington University in
Washington, D.C.

Her awards include the Legion of
Merit, seven awards of the Meritori-
ous Service Medal, two awards of the
Army Commendation Medal, two
awards of the Army Achievement
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Ser-
vice Medal, Korean Defense Service
Medal and the Army Staff Badge.
After retirement, Douglas will live in
Laporte, Penn.

Col. Barbara Douglas

County to Hold Meeting for
‘Adopt-a-Trail’ Volunteers

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County will hold an orientation meet-
ing Saturday, January 10, from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. to explain its “Adopt-
A-Trail” program.

The meeting is for new trail stew-
ards who would like to “adopt” a
section of hiking or bridle trail. Po-
tential trail stewards will be intro-
duced to the Adopt-A-Trail (AAT)
Program and may obtain a trail as-
signment. AAT participants are re-
quired to adopt their trail for a period
of at least two years. Stewards are
expected to remove litter, do minor
pruning, clear drainage pipes of de-
bris and re-mark trails as needed. All
Adopt-A-Trail participants must at-
tend an orientation meeting and a
“general” meeting each year, as well
as complete and submit quarterly re-
port forms.

Immediately following the orien-

tation meeting for new participants,
the general meeting for all trail stew-
ards will be held from 9:45 a.m. to 1
p.m. Topics to be discussed will in-
clude: reading trail maps and navigat-
ing trails, invasive plant management,
maintenance “how-to’s,” updates on
trail projects, and a Stewards’
Roundtable. Light refreshments will
be provided.

Both meetings on January 10
will be held in the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

The Adopt-A-Trail program was
implemented to complement the
county’s existing monthly trail main-
tenance program. There are approxi-
mately 26 miles of bridle trails and
more than 13 miles of marked hiking
trails that require attention.

Interested persons and trail users
who are not able to make a two-year
AAT commitment are encouraged to
attend one of the monthly trail work
days, usually held the first Saturday
of the month from 9:30 a.m. to noon
(except in January and February).

No experience is necessary to help
out. The next Saturday trail work date
is scheduled for March 7.

Pre-registration for the orientation
and general AAT meetings and Satur-
day trail workdays is required. Call
(908) 527-4231 to register or obtain
additional information.

Cranford Postmaster Elected
To National NAPUS Post

CRANFORD – Cranford Postmas-
ter and resident of the town, Wayne
Orshak, has been
elected to a two-year
term as secretary-trea-
surer of the National
Association of Post-
masters of the United
States (NAPUS). The
100-year organization
is headquartered in Al-
exandria, Va. Mr.
Orshak had served as
president of the New
Jersey chapter of
NAPUS.

According to their
website, napus.org,
“The primary purposes of this orga-
nization shall be as follows: to pro-
mote the best interests of the U.S.

Postal Service and NAPUS members;
to foster a favorable image of public

service; to assure the
users of the mails the
best service possible; to
cooperate with other
groups and levels of
postal management in
the achievement of
common goals; and to
cultivate the welfare and
enhance the happiness
of its members.”

Mr. Orshak, a 1974
graduate of Union
County College, will
remain the Cranford
postmaster while pro-

viding his service to NAPUS such as
representing the organization at state
conventions.

Wayne Orshak
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S. Plains Makes From
Mun. Appointments

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and the
township council made the following
appointments at the council’s reorga-
nization meeting on January 1.

Township Attorney: Brian Levine;
Assistant Township Attorney:
Lawrence Woodruff; Township Pros-
ecutor: Robert Pansulla; Public De-
fender: Casey Woodruff; Planning
Board: Councilman Jeffrey Strauss
(one-year appointment), Michael
Michalisin (four-year appointment),
Joseph Doyle (four-year appoint-
ment), Paulette Coronato (one-year
appointment), Maria Sartor (four-year
appointment) and Gregory Giardiello
(alternate, two-year appointment).

 Zoning Board of Adjustment:
James Pate and Tim Livolsi (three-
year appointments), Susan Dinan (al-
ternate, two-year appointment) and
Karyn Steele (alternate, one-year ap-
pointment); Construction Board of
Appeals: Art Coon, Pat Bartels, Rob-
ert Nora and Thomas Byrne (one-
year appointments); Council Liaison
to Recreation Commission: Jeffrey
Strauss; Union County Development
Committee: Joseph Duff and Jerry
Ilanovsky.

Oak Ridge Golf Course
Closed for Winter

CLARK — The Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal has announced that the
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark is
closed for the winter season.

“It is customary for one of the three
public golf courses operated by the
County of Union, including Oak
Ridge, Ash Brook in Scotch Plains
and Galloping Hill in Kenilworth, to
be closed during the winter months,
according to a parks department press
release.

Golfers who wish to buy identifi-
cation cards for the 2009 season can
do so at Ash Brook or Galloping Hill
during winter hours of operation from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Officials said all golf ID cards pur-
chased in 2008 were de-activated by
the computerized photo ID system
on December 31. Golfers should keep
these cards and bring them when
renewing for 2009. Golfers are en-
couraged to renew early to avoid de-
lays in the spring.

When purchasing a new card or
renewing a 2008 card, golfers must
show proof of Union County resi-
dency through two forms of identifi-
cation: a driver’s license and either a
current annual lease, tax, utility or
credit card bill, or a bank statement.
Non-residents who own property in
Union County may also purchase ID
cards upon providing a current tax
bill showing the address, lot and block
number of the property. All golf ID
card renewals or purchases must be
done in-person.

For further information about the
winter schedules for Union County’s
golf courses, contact the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900.
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THE POWER CORNER...State Senators Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth) and
Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden) watch the proceedings during Sunday’s Union
County reorganization meeting. Also pictured along the rear wall, from front to
back, are: Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield), Congressman Leonard
Lance (R-Clinton) and Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi (behind Sen. Scutari).

Feds to Provide $500K
For NJ Research

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S.
Department of Commerce has
awarded more than $500,000 to the
New Jersey Manufacturing Extension
Partnership (NJMEP) and the New
Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium.
The NJMEP grant will help state-
based manufacturers increase their
productivity and the Marine Sciences
grant will help support the New Jer-
sey Sea Grant Program.

NJMEP provides $139,965 for ser-
vices to manufacturers to aid them in
growth, productivity and efficiency.
The Marine Sciences Grant will pro-
vide $403,797 for New Jersey Ma-
rine Sciences Consortium for their
New Jersey Sea Grant program. The
grant is a comprehensive research,
outreach and education program that
helps us better understand the oceans
and coastal zones, and how to use the
resources they provide us.

 “Helping to grow and bolster our
manufacturing sector in New Jersey
helps create jobs and spurs economic
activity in our state,” said Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ). Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) said the
funds would “help increase produc-
tivity and innovation even in these
tough economic times.”
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