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Huegel Takes Seat on FW Council;
Mahr: ’09 Could be Worse Than ’08

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council held its annual reorga-
nization meeting on New Year’s Day.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, beginning her
sixth year as mayor, opened the meet-
ing, swore in Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler and newly elected Council-
man Russell Huegel. Councilwoman
Donna Dolce was elected to serve as
Council President for 2009.

The council voted to approve the
appointments of borough officials to
various boards, commissions and
committees for the year, and ap-
proved numerous resolutions ap-
pointing professional services as well
as adopting the by-laws for 2009.
Ms. Wheeler was appointed to serve
as council representative to the plan-
ning board. Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell was appointed to
serve as council representative to the
Union County Revenue Sharing
Committee.

Council members addressed the
audience, thanking the residents of
Fanwood for their support during the
past year and during the last campaign.
Ms. Wheeler, who suffered an injury
during the last day of campaigning,
thanked all of the residents of Fanwood
for their help and support during her
recuperation and confinement to a
wheelchair for the past two months.

“I can’t tell you the love I have
received from this community. The

help I have received has been over-
whelming. I will work very hard for
you,” Ms. Wheeler said.

In her public address to the com-
munity, Mayor Mahr said 2008
would be remembered
for the significant mile-
stones made in the
Downtown Redevelop-
ment Project and the
difficult economic is-
sues faced by all com-
munities and govern-
ments.

“2009 will continue
to challenge us with less
and is going to be shap-
ing up to be worse than
2008,” Mayor Mahr
said. She said the glo-
bal recession is having
a “huge impact” on
municipal budgets, and
Governor Jon Corzine
will continue to base
state-aid numbers on a
municipality’s “effi-
ciency.” The borough
will be working hard to
become more efficient or aid will be
cut, Mayor Mahr cautioned. She em-
phasized that it would be a challenge
for the borough to operate on a leaner
budget and to continue to make fur-
ther cuts.

“Everything must be on the table in
2009,” she said. “There are no sacred
cows.”

Council President Donna Dolce
expressed the importance of
volunteerism during these tough eco-
nomic times.

“The best way to give back and

keep our community solid and whole
is through volunteering,” she told the
audience.

Mr. Huegel thanked the commu-
nity for its support and giving him the
opportunity to serve the borough.

County Freeholder Al Mirabella
and former Coucilman William
Populus were also in attendance.

Malool Assumes Mayoralty, Warns
Of Probable ‘Significant’ Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nancy
Malool was sworn in as township
mayor on New Year’s Day and warned
residents of a “probable significant
[property] tax increase” in view of
the township’s “bleak” financial pic-
ture.

Before an overflow crowd at the
municipal building, Congressman
Leonard Lance administered the oath
of office to Mrs. Malool, who was
accompanied by her husband, Paul,
and daughters, Emily and Amanda.
In her maiden address as mayor, Mrs.
Malool unveiled a list of issues for the
council to focus on this year.

First were property taxes. The
mayor said, “There are more burdens
on us this year than any other in
memory. Pension contributions, sewer
authority fees, rising insurance costs,
increasing utility costs, decreasing
interest income and unknown state
aid are all coming together this year
to put tremendous stresses on mu-
nicipal finances, not just in Scotch
Plains but all over the state.”

Mrs. Malool said that during last
fall’s mayoral campaign, she had
“warned that 2009 would be a bleak
fiscal year, and 2010 isn’t looking
much better.” She called for in-
creased shared-services initiatives
with Fanwood, the board of educa-

tion and other nearby towns. In light
of the township’s financial situa-
tion, the mayor requested a morato-
rium on major capital projects and
proposed that no new bonds be is-
sued this year except for an emer-
gency situation.

She vowed that Scotch Plains would
continue to fight “harsh regulations”
put forth by the state Council on Af-
fordable Housing. “Rest assured that
we will not sit idly by while our
suburban community is transformed
into an urban metropolis,” she said.

The mayor also unveiled a host of
environmental-related initiatives, in-
cluding conducting an energy audit
in township buildings and develop-
ment of a community garden at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property. The
garden would be a place where resi-
dents could grow fruits, vegetables
and flowers, and be part of a larger
development of the zoo property into
a passive park. Mrs. Malool said town-
ship employees could develop most
of the property, making it “a cost-
effective, environmentally friendly
project that is long overdue.”

She also announced the creation of
a Disability Advisory Committee to
raise the council’s awareness of dis-
ability-related issues and needed ser-
vices for township residents. She also
announced a new Mayor’s Commit-
tee on Community Relations that will,
among other things, promote early
reading via a Mayor’s Book Club,
support a Valentine’s Day with a war
veteran to show appreciation to those
veterans “who have sacrificed so
much and have so little,” and reviving
the Mayor’s Listening Post where
residents can speak one-on-one with
the mayor.

Rather than holding these sessions
in the mayor’s office, Mrs. Malool
said she would visit a different site
one Saturday per month to meet with
residents. Her first such meeting is

scheduled for Saturday, January 24,
from 9 a.m. to noon at The High-
lander restaurant on Park Avenue.

Mrs. Malool, the township’s sev-
enth female mayor, succeeds Martin
Marks, who served two, four-year
terms plus one appointed year as
mayor before choosing not to seek
another term last year.

In selecting Democratic Council-
man Jeffrey Strauss to serve as deputy
mayor for 2009, the township, for the
first time in its history, will have a
mayor and deputy mayor from op-
posing political parties. “I believe the
people of Scotch Plains want a non-
partisan council who puts the resi-
dents’ needs first,” Mayor Malool said
in explaining her choice of Mr.
Strauss. She said she and Mr. Strauss
have “worked well together,” and his
appointment is “in the best interest of
the residents.”

Mary DePaola began her four-year
term on the council, while Dominick
Bratti was named to fill the council
seat vacated by Mrs. Malool when
she assumed the mayoralty. A special
election will be held in November to
fill what will then be the remaining
year of the term. The 2009 council
consists of three Republicans: Mrs.
Malool, Mrs. DePaola and Mr. Bratti,
and two Democrats: Mr. Strauss and
Kevin Glover, who was absent from
the reorganization meeting.

A number of appointments were
made at the meeting, including the
reappointment of Brian Levine as
township attorney and Lawrence
Woodruff as assistant attorney. Rob-
ert Pansulla was named township
prosecutor, and Casey Woodruff was
named public defender.

MR. LANCE GOES TO WASHINGTON...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)
is shown in a mock swearing-in ceremony with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, left,
and his wife, Heidi Rohrbach, following the actual ceremony on Tuesday.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SETTING HIS PRIORITIES... Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, left, addresses the crowd during Sunday’s reorganization meeting.
Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholders Dan Sullivan, Angel Estrada, Rick Proctor and
Nancy Ward; back row, Deborah Scanlon,  Bette Jane Kowalski, Chester Holmes and
Rayland Van Blake.

Fred Rossi for The Times
I DO...Councilman Dominick Bratti is
sworn in to serve the remaining term of
Nancy Malool as Ms. Malool becomes
Mayor of Scotch Plains.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAGIC...Approximately 1,000 firefighters from the tri-state area, supported by
local and state police, attend funeral ceremonies in Elizabeth on Monday in honor
of veteran Elizabeth firefighter Gary Stephens, who died in action Friday. Mr.
Stephens died fighting an arson fire at an abandoned home in Elizabeth. The
police have charged homeless man Emilio Vasquez, 19, with starting the fire.

Lance Takes Oath As New
Congressman for the Region

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Leonard
Lance was one of 53 new members
officially sworn into Congress on
Tuesday. The congressman replaces
Mike Ferguson, who retired after four
terms, in representing the Seventh
District, which includes Westfield,
Cranford, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood and Mountainside.

During a teleconference with dis-
trict reporters after his swearing-in
ceremony, Mr. Lance said he and his
family, as well as individuals from
the district, attended the noon cer-
emony. His press secretary, Angie
Lundberg, said two busloads of con-
stituents and officials attended the
festivities.

A mock swearing-in ceremony for
each new member with Speaker
Nancy Pelosi was held later in the
day.

“We voted for Speaker [of the
House], and obviously, I voted for
John Boehner of Ohio, the Republi-
can Leader, but I certainly look for-
ward to working with Speaker Pelosi
and the majority as well,” he said.

Mr. Lance said he “looks forward
to working with all members of Con-
gress regardless of political designa-
tion and looks forward to working
with the new administration.”

“I think America faces a great deal
of challenges. Number one on our
agenda will be the economy,” he said.
“We will be debating a second stimu-

lus package probably for the remain-
der of January.”

He said he was not sure how he
would vote on the bill, saying he wanted
to see the details of the package.

“I hope there are full hearings re-
garding the [$600-$775 billion]
stimulus package. I am pleased there CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

is a preliminary indication that it will
include tax relief, and that relief is
desperately needed by middle class
residents and by small businesses.”

He said he “favors tax cuts to stimu-
late the economy.” He said he also
hopes the package is “fully vetted in

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MAYOR...Nancy Malool is sworn into office as Mayor of Scotch Plains during the New Year’s Day reorganization
ceremony by Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th). Mayor Malool takes over from former Mayor Martin Marks, who did
not seek another term. She will serve a four-year term following her election victory in November. Her husband, Paul Malool,
and their daughters, Amanda and Emily, proudly look on. Mr. Lance was subsequently sworn in to office in Washington,
D.C., during ceremonies on Tuesday, January 6.

Mirabella: Freeholders to
Ready for Obama Stimulus

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Al Mirabella took over as chair-
man of the nine-member board on
Sunday, saying, “There is an urgent
sense of uncertainty and worry among
many Union County residents.”

“The reality is we are facing the
greatest economic challenge in a gen-
eration,” he said.

“County government is not immune
from the fiscal impact. Like other
governmental entities, Union County
will be forced to take a look at
workforce reductions in both tradi-
tional and non-traditional ways,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “We will re-visit this
budgetary issue later this month with
a focus on additional sources of rev-
enue as well.”

Looking at the struggling economy,
Mr. Mirabella unveiled a “six-point”
plan to assist the unemployed while
also sparking new job development.
The plan includes outfitting a mobile
facility with computers and counse-
lors. The vehicle will travel to loca-
tions around the county to assist
county residents with unemployment
benefits and provide information on
job openings.

In addition, the county will seek
state funding to help workers up-
grade their skills by offering pro-
grams at Union County College
(UCC). He said the county would
work with UCC, Kean University and
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools to expand adult educa-
tion and basic skills programs for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Recycling Contract
To Increase By $8,000

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council next week is expected to
renew its agreement with Great North-
ern Recycling to provide recycling
services for 2009.

This year’s contract calls for the
township to pay $204,000 for the
services, which equates to about
$24.88 per household, according to
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco, and is $8,000 higher than
last year.

At the council’s first conference

meeting of the year, Mayor Nancy
Malool, noting that the recycling ex-
pense is “one of the biggest” line
items in the municipal budget, en-
couraged discussions with Westfield
on possibly sharing the recycling ser-
vices.

In other business during the its 40-
minute meeting, the council agreed
to waive permit fees in association
with roof and structural stabilization
work being performed as part of the
rehabilitation efforts at the Revolu-
tionary War-era Frazee House on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Debbie Madison for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWEST COUNCILMAN... Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr swears in Russell Huegel as the newest member of
the borough council at Thursday’s organization meet-
ing. Mr. Huegel’s  wife,  Jenn, holding the bible, and
daughter, Joss, 3, not pictured  look on.


