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POLICE BLOTTER

as well as maintenance programs,
saying the county would finalize its
plans to improve the dog park at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside this year.
A driving range will also be added at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Union by the fall.

The new chairman admitted that he
has a “bold set of initiatives” and
many challenges, but vowed the
county would “really meet the chal-
lenges head on.”

Prior to the chairman’s speech,
Freeholders Mr. Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy
Ward of Linden were sworn in to new
terms on the board.

Freeholder committee assignments
were also announced. Mr. Estrada
will chair the fiscal affairs commit-
tee, which runs the board’s budget
meetings, while Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon will head the Open Space,
Recreation and Historical Preserva-
tion Trust Fund. Mr. Sullivan will
lead the shared services and intergov-
ernmental relations committee.

Dan Sullivan, who will likely be
chairman next year, said 2009 would
be a “very challenging” but “interest-
ing” year.

Mr. Proctor, who became engaged
to be married over the holidays, said
Mr. Mirabella has “a very ambitious
set of initiatives” for the New Year.

At the start of the meeting, Reps.
Donald Payne (D-Essex) and Frank
Pallone (D-Monmouth) addressed the
audience, as did Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-Hunterdon).

“The matters that divide us are far
less important than the matters that
unite us,” Mr. Lance told those in
attendance. He also congratulated his
fall election opponent, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-Fanwood),
who was in attendance, for running a
“vigorous and courageous” campaign.

Mr. Payne said Congress was ready
to “roll up our sleeves” to get to work
to cure the nation’s struggling
economy.

During the business portion of the
meeting, the board passed 59 resolu-
tions and four ordinances, all by 9-0
votes. Among them were nine con-
tracts totaling $874,000, including a
$322,125 one-year agreement with
the Union County Alliance to provide
“comprehensive research, informa-
tion, communication and business
services.”

The board introduced ordinances
giving their consent to the Union
County Improvement Authority to
issue $20 million in mortgage rev-
enue bonds for an affordable housing
development in Elizabeth.

The board will hold an agenda
meeting on January 22, and a regular
session January 29. Meetings are held
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the freeholders
meeting room on the sixth floor of the
county’s administration building lo-
cated behind the Union County Court-
house.

Malool Becomes SP Mayor,
Warns of ‘Significant’ Tax

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nancy Malool
was sworn in as township mayor on
New Year’s Day and warned residents
of a “probable significant [property]
tax increase” in view of the township’s
“bleak” financial picture.

Before an overflow crowd at the
municipal building, Congressman
Leonard Lance administered the oath
of office to Mrs. Malool, who was
accompanied by her husband, Paul,
and daughters, Emily and Amanda. In
her maiden address as mayor, Mrs.
Malool unveiled a list of issues for the
council to focus on this year.

First were property taxes. The mayor
said, “There are more burdens on us
this year than any other in memory.
Pension contributions, sewer author-
ity fees, rising insurance costs, in-
creasing utility costs, decreasing in-
terest income and unknown state aid
are all coming together this year to put
tremendous stresses on municipal fi-
nances, not just in Scotch Plains but all
over the state.”

Mrs. Malool said that during last
fall’s mayoral campaign, she had
“warned that 2009 would be a bleak
fiscal year, and 2010 isn’t looking much
better.” She called for increased shared
services initiatives with Fanwood, the
board of education and other nearby
towns. In light of the township’s finan-
cial situation, the mayor requested a
moratorium on major capital projects
and proposed that no new bonds be
issued this year except for an emer-
gency situation.

She vowed that Scotch Plains would
continue to fight “harsh regulations”
put forth by the state Council on Af-
fordable Housing. “Rest assured that
we will not sit idly by while our subur-
ban community is transformed into an
urban metropolis,” she said.

The mayor unveiled a host of envi-
ronmental-related initiatives, including
conducting an energy audit in township
buildings and development of a com-
munity garden at the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property. The garden would be a
place where residents could grow fruits,
vegetables and flowers, and be part of a
larger development of the zoo property
into a passive park. Mrs. Malool said
township employees could develop
most of the property, making it “a cost-
effective, environmentally friendly
project that is long overdue.”

She also announced the creation of a
Disability Advisory Committee to raise
the council’s awareness of disability-
related issues and needed services for
township residents. She also announced
a new Mayor’s Committee on Commu-
nity Relations that will, among other
things, promote early reading via a
Mayor’s Book Club, support a
Valentine’s Day with a war veteran to
show appreciation to those veterans
“who have sacrificed so much and have
so little,” and reviving the Mayor’s Lis-
tening Post where residents can speak
one-on-one with the mayor.

Rather than holding these sessions
in the mayor’s office, Mrs. Malool
said she would visit a different site
one Saturday per month to meet with
residents. Her first such meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, January 24,
from 9 a.m. to noon at The High-
lander restaurant on Park Avenue.

Mrs. Malool, the township’s seventh
female mayor, succeeds Martin Marks,
who served two, four-year terms plus
one appointed year as mayor before
choosing not to seek another term.

In selecting Democratic Councilman
Jeffrey Strauss to serve as deputy mayor
for 2009, the township, for the first time
in its history, will have a mayor and
deputy mayor from opposing political
parties. “I believe the people of Scotch
Plains want a nonpartisan council who
puts the residents’ needs first,” Mayor
Malool said in explaining her choice of
Mr. Strauss. She said she and Mr. Strauss
have “worked well together” and his
appointment is “in the best interest of
the residents.”

Mary DePaola began her four-year
term on the council, while Dominick
Bratti was named to fill the council seat

vacated by Mrs. Malool when she as-
sumed the mayoralty. A special elec-
tion will be held in November to fill
what will then be the remaining year of
the term. The 2009 council consists of
three Republicans: Mrs. Malool, Mrs.
DePaola and Mr. Bratti, and two Demo-
crats: Mr. Strauss and Kevin Glover,
who was absent from the reorganiza-
tion meeting.

Several appointments were made at
the meeting, including the reappoint-
ment of Brian Levine as township attor-
ney and Lawrence Woodruff as assis-
tant attorney. Robert Pansulla was
named township prosecutor and Casey
Woodruff was named public defender.

FW Mayor Mahr: ’09 Could
Be Worse Budget Than ’08

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council held its annual reorga-
nization meeting on New Year’s Day.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, beginning her
sixth year as mayor, opened the meet-
ing, swore in Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler and newly-elected Council-
man Russell Huegel. Councilwoman
Donna Dolce was elected to serve as
Council President for 2009.

The council voted to approve the
appointments of borough officials to
various boards, commissions and
committees for the year and approved
numerous resolutions appointing pro-
fessional services as well as adopting
the by-laws for 2009. Ms. Wheeler
was appointed to serve as council
representative to the planning board.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
was appointed to serve as council
representative to the Union County
Revenue Sharing Committee.

Council members addressed the
audience thanking the residents of
Fanwood for their support during the
past year and during the last cam-
paign. Ms. Wheeler, who suffered an
injury during the last day of cam-
paigning, thanked all of the residents

of Fanwood for their help and support
during her recuperation and confine-
ment to a wheelchair for the past two
months.

“I can’t tell you the love I have
received from this community. The
help I have received has been over-
whelming. I will work very hard for
you,” Ms. Wheeler said.

In her public address to the com-
munity, Mayor Mahr said that 2008
would be remembered for the signifi-
cant milestones made in the Down-
town Redevelopment Project and the
difficult economic issues faced by all
communities and governments.

“2009 will continue to challenge
us with less and is going to be shaping
up to be worse than 2008,” Mayor
Mahr said. She said that the global
recession is having a “huge impact”
on municipal budgets and Governor
Jon Corzine will base state aid num-
bers on a municipality’s efficiency.
The borough will be working hard to
become more efficient or aid will be
cut, Mayor Mahr cautioned. She em-
phasized that it would be a challenge
for the borough to operate on a leaner
budget and to continue to make fur-
ther cuts.

“Everything must be on the table in
2009,” she said. “There are no sacred
cows.”

Council President Donna Dolce
expressed the importance of
volunteerism during these tough eco-
nomic times.

“The best way to give back and
keep our community solid and whole
is through volunteering,” she told the
audience.

Mr. Huegel thanked the commu-
nity for its support and giving him the
opportunity to serve the borough.

County Freeholder Al Mirabella
and former Coucilman William
Populus were also in attendance.

New Year Rings In Closing
Of Three Downtown Stores

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The New Year
brought signs of closing to three
downtown Westfield stores.

After opening in downtown
Westfield 61 years ago, The Leader
Store is shuttering its doors. Owner
Joseph Spector said he is renovating
the retail space at 109 East Broad
Street, but said he would not release
any information at this time about his
plans for reopening the store after the
refurbishment is finished.

“We’re not leaving town,” he said.
“We plan to do it different.”

After closing for a few days, he said
the store would reopen for a liquida-
tion sale, starting today, until the store
sells off its merchandise, which he
expects to take at least a month.

He said the store underwent reno-
vations in the 1980’s while it remained
opened for business, which he said
was a “nightmare.”

He expects the construction to take
about 12 months.

Three years ago, the Westfield plan-
ning board approved Mr. Spector to
renovate the store and the apartments
above. He said now the time was right
because contractors are more avail-
able because of the down economy.

In the December 8, 2005, news
report in The Westfield Leader, part of
the renovations would include a new
facade to “return it to its original
architectural intent,” renovating the
interior for an open layout, and in-
stallation of new mechanical, plumb-
ing, electrical systems and egress
stairs. The report also stated that the
apartments would become handi-
capped accessible with the installa-

tion of an elevator.
A press release stated, “existing

store credits and gift certificates will
be honored. All varsity jackets and
special orders will continue to be
filled and delivered.”

The New Year also brought two-
year-old Westfield franchise Cosi res-
taurant to a close. Cosi is a franchise
with 100 restaurants in 16 states and
Washington, D.C. The sign has been
removed from the sandwich shop’s
storefront on East Broad Street and
general manager, Jim Roberts, posted
a letter on the door stating the
Westfield and Cranford locations
closed as of January 1.

Jim Hyatt, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the corporate fran-
chise business, said the franchisee,
Dominick Vespoli, was “disappointed
in the sales level of that particular
location (Westfield).” He said Mr.
Vespoli was “unhappy” with the busi-
ness and “he’s been under stress there
for a while.” Mr. Vespoli had no com-
ment.

After serving Westfield for just over
two years, gift shop chain Blue Tulip
on Quimby Street appears to be get-
ting ready to permanently lock its
doors with signs posted stating “en-
tire store on sale” and “fixtures, fur-
niture and equipment for sale.” The
store’s website has also been dis-
abled. The store manager had no com-
ment and calls to the Bordentown
corporate office were not retuned in
time for press deadline.

In a call to a Blue Tulip store in
Connecticut, a clerk said all of the
chain’s locations are closing and the
corporate headquarters has been
mostly vacated.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 30, after a

motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
Rafael Rivera, 54, of Jersey City was
arrested on multiple warrants. They
included a criminal warrant from Jer-
sey City, for $700, and traffic war-
rants from Paramus and Union City,
in the amounts of $122 and $67, re-
spectively. Rivera was released after
posting bail on all the warrants.

Wednesday, December 31, Tomasz
Pieta, 25, of Linden was arrested on
an Elizabeth traffic warrant for $155
and a Newark criminal warrant for
$400 after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at East Broad Street
and Springfield Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Wednesday, December 31, after
being stopped for motor vehicle vio-
lations at Elmer Street and Lenox
Avenue, Patrick Schiazza, 21, of
Fanwood was arrested on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Westfield,
for $225, and South Orange, for $200.
He was released after processing and
posting bail.

Thursday, January 1, Tamiraque
Martin, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested
on the 1100 block of South Avenue on
an outstanding Scotch Plains traffic
warrant with bail of $89. Martin was
released after posting bail.

Friday, January 2, Kimberly Rios,
21, of Garwood was arrested on Cen-
ter Street in Garwood on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for
$138, and Garwood, for $184. Rios
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting a total of $322 bail.

Saturday, January 3, Andrew Nadel,
20, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant in the amount of $1,000 after a
motor vehicle stop at Mountain Av-
enue and East Broad Street. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Saturday, January 3, Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield was arrested on the
100 block of West North Avenue on a
Roselle traffic warrant in the amount
of $110. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on his
own recognizance per the Roselle
Municipal Court administrator.

Sunday, January 4, Gerald M.
Compton, 39, of Westfield was ar-
rested on Park Drive in Mindowaskin
Park on a South Bound Brook traffic
warrant for $190. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, January 4, Frank
Olaseinde, 61, of Irvington was ar-
rested in Union after the Westfield
Police Department assumed custody
of him from the New Jersey State
Police pursuant to a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Monday, January 5, Scott Vander-
Meer, 18, of Mountainside was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant. He was processed and
released after posting $225 bail.

Monday, January 5, Jianna
Gregorio, 18, of Watchung was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant. Gregorio was processed
and released after posting $99 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 2, Eluid Bernard,

50, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Friday, January 2, a resident of
Frank Street reported that someone
removed a window air conditioning
unit in an attempt to gain entrance
into the home.

Friday, January 2, police investi-
gated a report of a hit-and-run acci-
dent on Westfield Avenue. According
to police, a motor vehicle that was
legally parked was struck, causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Saturday, January 3, Brian Tinsley,
25, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, January 3, Jonathan
Herttua, 21, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana. According to police, Herttua
was stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation at which time officers smelled

the odor of marijuana. After conduct-
ing a search, the controlled danger-
ous substance was found inside the
vehicle, police said. Herttua was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, January 3, Marcus
Dockery, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, January 3, Lassana
Sissoko, 50, of New York City was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. Sissoko
was processed and released.

Sunday, January 4, a resident of
Ternay Avenue reported that he got
into an argument with a friend, who
punched him in the face.

Sunday, January 4, a resident of
Martin Place reported that someone
smashed the window of his motor
vehicle while it was parked in front of
his house.

Mountainside
Monday, December 29, a patron of

a Route 22 theater reported that she
lost her wallet while at the theater.
According to police, the wallet con-
tained $400 in cash, several credit
cards and a checkbook.

Tuesday, December 30, a hospital
on New Providence Road reported
that eight prescription blanks were
removed from an unlocked cabinet
located in an outpatient exam room.
A report also was filed with the New
Jersey Office of Drug Control – NJPB
unit.

Tuesday, December 30, Preston O.
Malcolm, 31, of Orange was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving while suspended and on
an outstanding warrant out of Ocean
Township in the amount of $1,500.
According to police, he was held for
failure to post bail.

Wednesday, December 31, a resi-
dent reported that while she was trav-
eling north on Summit Road, she
encountered a stopped garbage truck
blocking the lane. According to po-
lice, as she was attempting to pass the
truck, a sanitation worker intention-
ally struck her car with his can, caus-
ing damage to the vehicle.

The victim pulled in front of the
truck to assess the damage, at which
time the truck driver approached her
vehicle from behind in an aggressive
manner, striking her bumper, police
said. The suspect is described as a
white male, 30 years of age, wearing
a white shirt and black zip-up jacket.

Wednesday, December 31, Angel
A. Naranjo, 33, of Kearny was ar-
rested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was issued a summons at the scene
and released with a court date.

Friday, January 2, a resident of
Sunny Slope Drive reported that
someone damaged his mailbox by
throwing a realtor sign inside. Ac-
cording to police, the victim reported
that someone had thrown his
recyclables around his yard earlier in
the month.

Friday, January 2, Tameka Sims,
28, of Roselle Park was picked up at
the Scotch Plains Police Department
on an outstanding warrant. She was
processed and released.

Friday, January 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that while
he was in the theater someone
smashed his driver’s side window and
removed a GPS system, a coat, two
bottles of cologne, a pair of gym
shoes, a cell phone and his insurance
and registration cards.

Saturday, January 3, Alberto A.
Delzo, 31, of Bound Brook was ar-
rested and charged with driving with
a suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Elizabeth in
the amount of $200.

Sunday, January 4, an attendant of
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
patron pulled away from the pump
before the hose was removed, caus-
ing it to disconnect from the pump.
According to police, the damage to
the pump was approximately $65.

Fanwood
Sunday, January 4, Dion D. Harriatt,

38, of Plainfield was arrested at a
South Avenue grocery store and
charged with disorderly conduct and
resisting arrest. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, January 7, Bruce M.
Bovee, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth after a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue. He was processed
and released.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TRAGIC LOSS...Approximately 1,000 firefighters from the tri-state area, sup-
ported by local and state police, attend funeral ceremonies in Elizabeth on
Monday in honor of veteran Elizabeth Firefighter Gary Stephens who died in
action Friday. Mr. Stephens died fighting an arson fire at an abandoned home in
Elizabeth. The police have charged homeless man Emilio Vasquez, 19, with
starting the fire. Mr. Vasquez told police he started the fire to stay warm.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
NEW MAYOR...Nancy Malool is sworn into office as Mayor of Scotch Plains
during the New Year’s Day reorganization ceremony by Congressman Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Hunterdon). Mayor Malool takes over from former Mayor Martin
Marks, who did not seek another term. She will serve a four-year term following
her election victory in November. Her husband Paul Malool and their daughters
Amanda and Emily proudly look on. Mr. Lance was subsequently sworn in to
office in Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, January 6.

Man Surrenders
To Westfield Police
By SUZETTE STALKER AND

MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Adam Yuro, 21, of
Westfield was arrested and charged on
Friday, January 2, with harassment and
criminal mischief after surrendering
himself voluntarily at Westfield police
headquarters.

The harassment charge stems from
Yuro allegedly making obscene tele-
phone calls – by using a service de-
signed for the hearing impaired – to the
victim, Linda Augustine of Westfield,
in October.

The criminal mischief charge stems
from the suspect allegedly puncturing
two tires on the victim’s mountain bike
with a knife last July. Yuro was issued
summonses for both charges, with the
first court date set for January 22.

Police linked Yuro to the incidents
through subpoenaing telephone records.
Chief John Parizeau said police believe
the incidents are connected to
Augustine’s complaints of youths be-
having disorderly by Starbucks on Cen-
tral Avenue.

At an October meeting of the
Westfield town council, Ms. August-
ine, daughter of the late Alan August-
ine, a former Republican assembly-
man, mayor and councilman from
Scotch Plains, said she had witnessed
“lewd behavior” from where she lives,
above the Windmill Restaurant.

Ms. Augustine described her situa-
tion as “hellish” because of the “teen
Mecca” that had arisen in the adjacent
Starbucks parking lot.

Last week, she told The Westfield
Leader that Yuro is “a really bad apple,
so this is really good news.”

Chief Parizeau said the Starbucks
area experienced added patrol pres-
ence in the summer. The chief said
officers have been called to the area
because of disorderly conduct and mari-
juana-related issues.

issues that confront me,” he added.
Speaking on the environment, Mr.

Lance said he is opposed to drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR), as does President-elect
Obama. He also opposes drilling off
the New Jersey coastline. Mr. Lance
said he supports stronger Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFÉ) stan-
dards to increase the fuel efficiency
of American-made cars.

“We have to work in various ways
to achieve energy independence over
time. It’s a matter of national secu-
rity,” he said. “The goal of this Con-
gress should be to become less reliant
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Congressman Leonard Lance
and perhaps not reliant at all, ulti-
mately, on foreign sources of energy.”

While he sees the United States’
troops leaving Iraq, the nation will
need to increase the number of troops
in Afghanistan by some 20,000 to a
total of 53,000 troops. “The center of
terrorism appears to be in Afghani-
stan,” Mr. Lance said.

When asked what legislation he
might introduce, he said he favors
“strong environmental protection”
and a “balanced budget amendment.”

The congressman will have offices
in Westfield and Flemington, as well
as a Washington, D.C. office.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Bigosinski cast the lone dissenting
vote against the appointments of Town
Attorney Robert Cockren, Municipal
Prosecutor Christine Nugent and Pub-
lic Defender Michael Panagos.

Mr. Bigosinski called the three “all
exceptional professionals;” he said
his decision arose because of the
manner in which Westfield selects
and compensates such individuals.

Citing a New York Times article that
detailed how New Jersey pension
funds had lost $20 billion due to in-
vestment declines, dropping to $60
billion, Mr. Bigosinski said the
700,000 state workers who rely on
those funds will require $118 billion
to fully fund their retirements.

“We, as a municipality, have a re-
sponsibility to do what we can to
ensure that those funds are there to
provide retirement security to the
school teachers and bus drivers,” he
said. “We fail to do that when we
provide pension credits to part-time
employees.”

Speaking to The Leader Monday,
Mr. Gildea estimated that the town’s
portion of the pension funds due to
the three individuals amounts to ap-
proximately $5,000 total.

Commenting on the town’s prac-
tice, Mr. Gildea said Westfield is “com-
plying with state law.” The state grand-
fathers continuing appointees into the
pension system. New members are not
allowed to enter the pension system. If
Westfield were to make a new ap-
pointment at such a position in the
future, that person would no longer be
vested in the pension system.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

I SWEAR...New Fanwood Councilman
Russell Huegel takes oath of office from
Mayor Colleen Mahr.


