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A&E Year in Review

Part 2 of 2 June – Dec.
June

Hayes Appears in
Plainfield Before Death
PLAINFIELD — In 2008, fans of all

ages had to say goodbye to one of music’s
visionaries. Isaac Hayes, known to older
generations as the godfather of the R&B
movement and to younger generations

for the iconic voice he supplied to “South
Park” character Chef, passed in August.

Before letting go of the legend, local
fans had the opportunity to catch him one
last time in Union County. His bass, bour-
bon-like voice was still intoxicating many
of his longtime fans at Union County’s
“Rhythm & Blues by the Brook” free
concert in Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park.

When the clock neared the time for his
introduction on stage, crowds moved their
chairs closer to the stage, some millime-

ters from the metal barricade.
After his third song, the crowd was

chanting for him to play the “Theme from
Shaft,” the song that earned Mr. Hayes an
Oscar award. The crowd had to wait it
out.

“It’s too soon,” replied Mr. Hayes. He
tapped his keyboards while perched atop
a stool alongside his band mates, includ-
ing a frontline of accompanying
keyboardists.

The crowd was singing along, dancing
or, when it was just too hot in the 90-plus
degree heat, people were tapping their
feet in their chairs.

As Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs said, while on stage speaking to
the audience, the R&B festival is about
“unity.”

~Christina M. Hinke

WF Location Proves
To Be ‘Picture Perfect’
WESTFIELD – A crew of nearly 70

people scrambled frantically on a secluded
front lawn on Ramapo Way, where Scott
Rosenbaum was directing his first feature
film.

As the cameramen prepared to shoot,
Peter Fonda casually walked onto the set,
where a 1970s Airstream van was parked
in the street.

The Spike Lee-fronted movie, entitled
The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll, is an
adaptation of Mr. Rosenbaum’s short film,
Coda. The independent film features two
lifelong friends – Spider, played by Kevin
Zegers, and Eric, played by Jason Ritter –
and their cross-country road trip to fulfill
their dreams of rock ‘n’ roll in the early ’90s.

Consequently, Mr. Rosenbaum said he
is fulfilling dreams of his own by directing
the film. After majoring in journalism in
college, Mr. Rosenbaum said he began to
work on Wall Street and wrote screenplays
at night. After 9/11, he said he made this
project a “personal commitment” and
worked diligently to complete it.

Fonda plays father figure August West.
West’s best friend, Chip Jenson – a tragic
figure in the vein of Kurt Cobain and Jimi

Hendrix – dies at 27, and Fonda’s charac-
ter is partly responsible for his death.

“I’m kind of the hinge from the past to
the present, which is cool,” Fonda told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

“I drive the RV holding all the young
people while they write the songs for the
third album of the Lost Souls.”

Filming in Westfield was a pleasure for
Fonda. “The atmosphere is just really
great here,” he says. “It’s not like L.A.,
where there’s a lot of big-city pressure.”

Update: The film is currently in post-
production, and no official release dates
have been announced. 2009 is targeted,
however.

~Katie Rogers

July

Symphony Draws
Large Crowd in Park
MOUNTAINSIDE – On a picturesque

summer night at Echo Lake Park, classics
from Key and Sousa lilted through the air.
Fans, new and old, of all ages, turned out
July 2 to hear what promised to be a stun-
ning performance from the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra.

The ensemble kicked off its first half with
a tribute to America, just days before the
Fourth of July, playing staples such as “The
Star Spangled Banner” and “America the
Beautiful.”

Led by conductor Jeffery Grogan, the
orchestra had fans hanging onto each note,
clapping and even dancing in their seats.

Mr. Grogan wrapped up the first act of
the show with “The Thunderer March” by
Sousa.

The second half of the show was dedi-
cated solely to Broadway pieces from
Gershwin, Rodgers and more.

Concertgoer Rosemary Topar of
Westfield said she expected nothing less
than a great performance from the orches-
tra.

“They always do a wonderful job,” Ms.
Topar said. “It’s great to be able to see a
world-class ensemble for free.”

~Katie Rogers

Elvis Tribute Leaves
Rahway ‘All Shook Up’

RAHWAY – The Union County Arts
Center was transformed into equal parts
Memphis and Las Vegas in July, as the
venue hosted the finals of the New Jersey
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest.

The event marked the first time the con-
test, one of the few impersonator shows
officially licensed by the Elvis estate, has
taken place in the Garden State.

A Las Vegas native won the contest –
part of a three-day festival that marked the
50th anniversary of the recording of Elvis’
debut single – and took home $3,500 and a
chance to compete in the semi-finals of the
Ultimate Elvis contest in Memphis.

The night was not without local signifi-
cance, as Westfield’s own Jimmy Barone
drew a raucous response from the audience,
garnering him a third-place finish.

“He’s as good as the real Elvis,” pro-
claimed Jerry Sorce of Mr. Barone. “I’ve
been an Elvis fan for years, and I’ve never
heard anyone sound that close to him. I was
gonna have him sing at my daughter’s
wedding.”

Bayville resident Tom Carreno agreed
with Mr. Sorce, calling Mr. Barone “the
best in the world.”

~ Eric Nierstedt

August

WF Art Association
Reorganizes in 2008

WESTFIELD — After a period of in-
activity – including months following the
death of its president, Barbara Schwinn –
a newly reorganized Westfield Arts As-
sociation (WAA) geared up in 2008 to
once again become an active presence in
the community.

At an August reorganization meeting,
Paul Deroo of Westfield was elected presi-
dent, and former WAA Board Member
Barbara Zietchick, previously of

Westfield and now of New Hope, Pa.,
was elected secretary of the WAA.

Anthony Riccio is serving as acting
treasurer until a new treasurer is nomi-
nated and elected.

“I am very optimistic about the future
viability of the WAA,” said Mr. Deroo.
“It is our intent to present programs that
will not only be of interest to the member-
ship of the WAA but will also have much
broader appeal to the community at large.”

Ms. Zietchick is similarly encouraged
about the organization’s upcoming year.

“As secretary to the new president,
Paul Deroo, I look forward to the renewal
of programs and shows, and to the com-
panionship of dear friends who will come
together under the new leadership,” she
said.

“The WAA is an asset to the commu-
nity as it engenders a love of the arts,
which enrich the lives of all of us. Let us
hope it continues its activities for many
years to come,” she continued.

According to Mr. Deroo, membership
in the 86-year-old organization has
climbed 10 percent since reorganization
began.

Membership is open to artists, as well
as patrons of the arts.

“We will make every effort to have
much better coordination of our activities
with other groups in the town, including
the high school and the intermediate
schools, the recreation department, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, the

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and the historical society, to name just a
few,” continued Mr. Deroo.

~Marylou Morano

Fanwood Dad Plays Evil
Marquis on Broadway
FANWOOD – Fanwood dad Les Minski

has traded in his self-proclaimed moniker
of “Mr. Mom” for the title “The most evil
man in France.” As the Marquis St.
Evremonde in Broadway’s A Tale of Two
Cities, he plays a man who, in Mr. Minski’s
words, “has no redeeming qualities whatso-
ever.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
I’VE GOT RHYTHM. I’VE GOT MUSIC...In Plainfield, Rhonda Thomas, a background singer for Isaac Hayes, belts out
a tune during Union County’s Rhythm & Blues by the Brook concert, held in June. The event proved to be one of Hayes’
last; sadly, the hall-of-fame musician passed away in 2008.

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORK OF ART...Art Alexakis strums and sings along with bandmates of Everclear at MusicFest 2008, held in September.
The Portland, Ore., rockers headlined the event, which ended up being rained out on Saturday evening.

RETURN OF THE WESTFIELD ART ASSOCIATION...Clockwise from bot-
tom: Gladys Reimers – “Mother and Child”– coral alabaster sculpture; Hanna
Keselman – “Two Espresso Pots” – oil painting; Joseph Hulsen – “Spring Snow”
– acrylic painting; Elena Nazzaro – “Storytime” – acrylic & coffee wash / bristol
paper; Rachel Felz – “American Kestrel” – watercolor painting.

Evremonde, evil personified, represents
the worst of the aristocracy during the French
Revolution.

Despite portraying a despicable charac-
ter, Mr. Minski, extremely affable in real-
life, invited Union County residents to meet
him after performances at the stage door to
say hello.

He said audiences usually hate his char-
acter but fall in love with the lyrics and
music, written by Jill Santoriello.

“If you are a human being, you’ll be
moved by this story,” he said.

~Susan M. Dougherty

September

Rain-Shortened
MusicFest Still Success
CRANFORD – It was a bittersweet end-

ing after all.
After a midweek decision by Union

County MusicFest organizers that the two-
day weekend festival would take place
“rain or shine” at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford, the event was cut short on a
Saturday evening in September, with three
bands left to play, due to weather con-
cerns from the remnants of Tropical Storm
Hanna.

Anticipated headliners, the B-52’s and
Tokyo Police Club, never got the chance
to take the stage.

Although Saturday’s evening cancel-
lation was a disappointment, Friday’s per-
formances were unhindered. At the 8:30
p.m. slot on Friday night, Portland, Ore.-
based rockers Everclear drew by far the
biggest and most diverse crowd of the
day.

Everclear’s performance marked the
final chapter of Friday night’s events,
which included Cracker, Jenny Owen
Youngs, Pat DiNizio of the Smithereens,
Beale Street Love and Tom Vella.

For Everclear, “Father of Mine” and
“A.M. Radio” were clear crowd favor-
ites.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Draw
Paint

Bringing art and people together
68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901

908 273-9121
www.artcenternj.org

Ongoing Thursday Evening Salon Series: new season of art lectures begins January 15th at 7:30pm. Call for details.
Events Ongoing POP: The Global Citizen, international Pop Art exhibition. Visit website for gallery hours.

1/5 Winter Session Art Classes begin for adults, teens and children. Class registration available online.

Setting The Scene
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A KIND SOUL...Soul singer Isaac Hayes died Sunday, August 10, at the age of 65.
A Grammy and Oscar award winner who became famous for his theme to Shaft,
he was known to younger generations more for his recurring role as the voice of
Chef on “South Park.” Above, at right, Hayes performs at June’s Rhythm and
Blues by the Brook concert, which took place in Plainfield.

Courtesy of Ren Media Publishing, Inc. and Christina L. Wilson
WESTFIELD IS KING...Westfield’s Jim Barone earned third place honors at the
recent Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest. Mr. Barone walked away with $1,000.
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