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Patriots Top Westfield, 54-42,
In Butch Kowal Tournament
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Basketball Raiders Ransack
Union Farmer Girls, 48-25

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Sec. Code:

 A Winning Equation: 
 

Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement + 
 

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD = 

 

 College Scholarships & Acceptances  

    Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com  

I think that hurt us as a whole,” said
DiIorio, who finished with four points
and two assists. “We had trouble fin-
ishing. It’s the first game of the sea-
son. We haven’t played. Our last
scrimmage was two weeks ago. Not
playing at game speed can get you a
little rusty.”

Sabitino, who had three rebounds,
led the Blue Devils with 11 points
and Dave Pusar (1 offensive and 1
defensive rebound) bucketed 10
points. Senior Mike Lessner (rebound,
steal, assist) sank seven points and
senior Chris Sheehan put up eight
points, had four assists and pulled

three rebounds. Jared Rogers had two
points, a rebound and an assist, and
Ryan Hess had three rebounds.

The 2-1 Patriots inflicted most of
their damage from a trio of players.
Nmandi Usuwa sank 15 points, Mike
Nweme bucketed 13 points, includ-
ing a slam-dunk, and J.J. D’Amico
hit for 14 points.

Trailing 24-18 at the half, the Blue
Devils shifted into a smooth gear,
dominated the boards and ran off six
straight points in the third quarter to
knot the score 24-24 and eventually
won the quarter 13-9 to make the
score 33-31 entering the fourth quar-
ter.

“That’s how we have to play all of
our games. That is how we are going
to have success this year. We can’t dig
ourselves a hole and that’s what we
did today. We fought back but we
used all our energy there and we lost
it at the end,” DiIorio said.

The Patriots, however, came very
much alive midway through the fourth
quarter. After each team scored five
points, the Patriots pushed in 10 un-
answered points to seize a 48-36 lead
with less than three minutes remain-
ing. Eight points were simple lay-ups
after offensive rebounds under the
board and two points were from free
throws. Pusar hit seven of his points
in the quarter, which included 3-for-
3 from the line.
Westfield   8 10 13 11 42
Colonia 12 12   9 21 54

didn’t finish. We turned the ball over
or we missed lay-ups,” Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis said. “A lot of fast
breaks! We were running the floor
well today. Once Laura started hit-
ting shots, it opened things up. The
only time we had trouble was when
they jumped into man (defense) and
started pressuring us but we settled
down.”

The Farmers jumped into the man
defense in the third quarter and du-
eled to an 11-11 tie with the help of
free trips to the charity line. The Farm-
ers were 6-for-6 from the line in the
quarter and were 10-for-17 in the
game.

“They didn’t score much except
from the free throw line. Some of
those were from ticky-tack fouls.
Sometimes that happens. I tell our
kids we got to play through that,”
coach Davis said.

The Farmer defense began to sag a
bit in the fourth quarter and the Raid-
ers mixed fast breaks with several
attempts from 3-point range. Nielsen
and Law bucketed four points each,
Peterson rolled a 2-pointer and Klotz
banged in a 3-pointer.

“They started collapsing on the in-
side and were leaving us open. We

were right at the (3-point) line. I got
kids who can make them. We took
some shots but if they don’t go in, you
got to rebound. We got a lot of chances
because we got a lot of rebounds,”
coach Davis said.

Looking southward toward Florida,
Davis added, “I hope they are excited
about playing well because those
games count. It’s not like a vacation.
We got to play well.”
Union   5   3 11   6 25
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 14 11 13 48

MARONEY SCORES 16 POINTS, SOLOMON SCORES 12

Raider Cagers Surge in 4th,
Singe Holmdel Boys, 55-53

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’
basketball team rallied from an eight-
point, third-quarter deficit to defeat
the Holmdel Hornets, 55-53, in the
opening round of the Butch Kowal
Tournament in Rahway on Decem-
ber 26.

Senior Kevin Maroney led the 1-2
Raiders with 16 points, including
two 3-pointers, and finished with
five rebounds. Sophomore Patrick
Dougher hit all four of his free throws
in the final minute to finish with
seven points and senior Ishmil
Raymond, who had 13 rebounds and
six points, had a grab at the buzzer to
secure the victory. Reggie Solomon
added 12 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added three assists and
two steals. Senior Marcus Green sank
eight points and grabbed four re-
bounds. Tim Bonacum grabbed two
rebounds and chipped in two points,
while Matt Manns and Shenick
Alcine each contributed two-points.
Holmdel’s Eric Shirvanian posted a
game-high 22 points

“The key to the game was the play
of our two sophomores, Dougher and
Bonacum, who came in the game.
Patrick hit some big free throws at the
end. We are going to need key contri-
butions from our bench and they
stepped up big tonight,” said Raider
Head Coach Ben Martinez.

After a 13-13 first quarter, the Hor-
nets stepped up to take a 31-27 lead at
halftime. Green scored eight points,
Maroney pushed in seven, Solomon
rolled in six points, Raymond put in
four points and Manns added two.

“In the first half we were shell
shocked a little bit. We wanted to
come out and establish our inside
presence and play at a faster pace
than Holmdel wanted to play but we
did not do a good job of getting the
ball inside or attacking the basket. We
turned the ball over too many times
and let Holmdel control the tempo.
We played at a level of defense that
was unacceptable to what we wanted
to play at. Also, we played without
two of our starters and one of our
main guys on the bench, so early on
we were lacking chemistry,” coach
Martinez said.

Holmdel built a 35-27 lead in the
third quarter, however the Raiders

stormed back with hustle ball and
control under the boards. Bonacum
bagged a two-point jumper, Solomon
sank a 3-pointer and Maroney fin-
ished off the quarter with a 3-bagger
to put the Raiders in front, 41-39.

The Raiders took a 48-42 lead in
the fourth quarter when Dougher sank
both free throws in the final minute.
Shirvanian hit a 3-pointer and
Maroney sank a hook shot. After a
timeout, the Hornets hit back-to-back
3-pointer to cut the lead to 54-53 with
just 10.6 ticks left. After Maroney
sank one from the stripe, Hornet Mike
Perillo’s lay up swished around the
iron only to drop into the alert hands
of Raymond.

“Despite losing our offensive force
from last year we still can score. We
scored a good amount of points and
executed better today. We have a lot
of aspects on the team and a lot of
defense style. We boxed out and
stepped on their shooters. Although
they executed and scored points, we
still got the rebounds. Kevin, myself
along with Marcus, who has the big
strong football body, is a big plus,”
said Raymond.

“Second half, we played a little
more to our liking and it got us back
in the game. Maroney did a good job
of asserting himself on the offensive

end and made some big shots.
Raymond did a great job rebounding
the entire game and had a few key
rebounds at critical times in the final
quarter. Marcus is starting to come
around from an early preseason in-
jury and really gives us that physical
presence out there. I was also proud
the way Reggie played. He has
struggled a bit but had to play 32
minutes at the point today and played
great defense on their best shooter
when he was called upon,” concluded
coach Martinez.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 14 14 14 55
Holmdel 13 18   8 14 53

Lady Blue Devils Nip
Ram Hoopsters, 54-53
Junior Diana Venezia banged in the

last of her game-leading 23 points
seconds before the buzzer to give the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team a 54-53 victory over
Randolph in the first round of the Len
Sepanak Tournament in Basking
Ridge on December 27. Venezia, who
hit 9-for-10 from the charity line, also
had seven rebounds, two blocks, an
assist and two steals.

Senior Tara Handza scored 19
points, including two 3-pointers, had
six rebounds and three assists. Keri
Pringle had 11 rebounds, four points
and a block. Charlotte O’Leary had
two points, four steals, two rebounds,
one block and an assist. Amanda
Markowski had four points and Sara
Nelson had two points and four re-
bounds. Martina Landeka had four
rebounds and an assist, and Danielle
Miller had an assist.
Randolph 14 19 11 10 54
Westfield 18 11 12 12 53

JP Stevens Boys Burn
Raider Cagers in OT
JP Stevens overcame a 13-2, first-

quarter deficit to burn the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team, 55-52, in overtime
in the semifinals of the John “Butch”
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on
December 28. Marcus Green pulled
13 rebounds and scored nine points
for the 2-2 Raiders. Reggie Solomon
had 12 points and Ishmael Raymond
had 10 points and eight rebounds.
Melvin Hanciles scored 10 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fwd 13 10 16   9   4 52
JP Stevens   2 12 20 14   7 55

Redmond (Wa) Stops
Lady Raiders in OT

Kaylin Jaichon sank 17 points and
grabbed nine rebounds, and Laura
Degnan put in 16 points but the
Redmond, Wash. girls pulled out a
56-51 victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team in the first round of the KSA
Tournament in Orlando, Fla. on De-
cember 27. Jackie Law had eight
points, seven assists and five re-
bounds, Kathryn DeCataldo had seven
points and Saxony Nielsen scored
three points.
Sc. Pl.-Fwd 10 12 13 10  6 51
Redmond, Wa 11 15 10   9 11 56

People with Disabilities
Volleyball Classes Set
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders and the YM-YWHA
of Union County (UC) will co-spon-
sor a series of volleyball classes for
people with developmental disabili-
ties.

Interested individuals are encour-
aged to enroll. Jim McCue, Direc-
tor of Athletics at Union County
College, will be the head instructor.
Classes will run on eight Thursday
evenings, beginning February 5,
from 8 to 9 p.m. The $8 cost covers
all eight sessions.

Pre-registration is required. In-
formation and registration materi-
als may be obtained by calling Mar-
garet Heisey, Program Coordinator
for the UC Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, at (908) 527-
4806.

This program is offered as a ser-
vice of the UC Board of Chosen
Freeholders with funding through a
grant from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, Office
of Recreation. For general informa-
tion about other programs, please
visit website at: www.ucnj.org.

First Frost 9U Mini-Meet Is
Huge Success at FSPY

Mother Nature provided the an-
nual snowy backdrop for the First
Frost 9-and-Under Mini-Meet hosted
recently by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Y (FSPY). The meet featured
over 400 swimmers from YMCA
swim teams throughout the area in-
cluding Westfield, Somerset Valley,
Lakeland Hills and Madison. FSPY
performed very well.

Boys age 7: Luciano Betman placed
third in the 25-backstroke and had a
personal best (PB) in the 25-butter-
fly.

Boys age 8: Zach Arber took sec-

ond in the 50-freestyle and first in the
25-backstroke. Kyle Foster, John
Williamson and Edward Chrystal all
posted PBs.

Boys age 9: Colin Sullivan finished
second in the 50-freestyle and third in
the 100IM. Brody Rash placed third
in the 50-freestyle and 25-backstroke.
Tyler Daniskas took second in the 25-
freestyle. FSPY A team took second
in the 100-freestyle relay. Nick Heath,
Kyle Foster, John Williamson, Ed-
ward Chrystal, Joshua Davidson,
Chris Hoerrner, Marcello Betman and
Christian Buren posted PBs.

Girls age 6: Martha Lewand won
the 25-freestyle and 25-backstroke,
and placed second in the 25-butterfly.

Girls age 7: Lauren Davidson
placed third in the 25-freestyle and
backstroke, and took fourth in the 25-
butterfly.

Girls age 8: Erika Frazier finished
third in the 25-breaststroke, freestyle
and butterfly.

Girls age 9: Julie Stankiewicz
touched first in the 50-freestyle and
100IM. Stankiewicz also placed third
in the 25-freestyle and 25-butterfly.
FSPY A team won the 100-freestyle
relay.

WF Fencers Excel
At Regional Tourney
Westfield youth fencers Jessica

Whang and David Parker achieved
great success at the second Annual
Barbara Lynch Charity Regional
Youth Circuit fencing tournament
on December 21. Over 300 youth
fencers, from as far away as Florida
and Canada, attended the nation-
ally recognized tournament.

Whang finished second in the
Y10 mixed sabre event and 16th in
the Y12 mixed sabre event, while
being the highest finishing female
in each event. Whang is a fifth
grader at Franklin School and cur-
rently a student at the Manhattan
Fencing Club. Roosevelt sixth
grader David Parker finished eight
in the Y12 mixed sabre event thanks
to scoring nine straight touches after
being one touch away from elimi-
nation during has quarterfinal bout.
Parker attends the Westfield Fenc-
ing Club and the newly opened
American Fencing Center in
Westfield.

Blue Devil Boys Stop
Tiger Cagers, 59-51

Tony DiIorio pumped in 28 points
to lead the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to a 59-51 vic-
tory over South Plainfield in a conso-
lation game at the John “Butch” Kowal
Tournament on December 27 in
Rahway. Junior center Pat Sabitino
put in 13 points, while Chris Sheehan
and Dave Pusar each sank five points.
Westfield 16 13 15 15 59
South Plainfield 10   9 17 15 51

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURGING PAST A HORNET…Raider sophomore Patrick Dougher, No. 15, was
a key in the game as he hit all four of his free throws in the final minute.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIGH FLYING LAY-UP…Kevin Maroney, No. 4, attacked the Holmdel Hornets, netting 16 points including two key three-
pointers to lead the Raiders to a 55-53 victory in the John Kowal Tournament in Rahway

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDED CLOSELY UNDERNEATH…Raider center Kaylin Jaichon, right,
had nine rebounds and 13 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO SET UP A PLAY…Blue Devil Chris Sheehan, No. 30, had four
assists, eight points and three rebounds against the Colonia Patriots in the first
round of the Butch Kowal Tournament.


