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– Obituaries –
Mary-Glenn Morin, 94, Was Active

At CONTACT, Presbyterian Church
Mary-Glenn Morin (née Burrill),

94, died at Medford Leas, a retire-
ment community in Medford, N.J.

Born in Belvidere, N.J., she moved
with her parents and sister to Westfield
in 1923. She attended Dwight School
in Englewood and graduated from
Smith College and the School of So-
cial Work of Columbia University.

Mary-Glenn was a caseworker with
the Family and Children’s Society of
Elizabeth and had a career in New
York City as personnel administrator
in several national agencies – the
USO, the Y.W.C.A. and Girl Scouts
of America.

She married George V. N. Morin,
returned to Westfield in 1954 and
became a wife, mother and home-
maker. Mary-Glenn was active in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
from 1954 to 1988 and in local social
agencies.

She gave time as a member of the
board of trustees and as personnel
chairman, as well as a volunteer for
over 1,000 hours on the telephone, to
CONTACT We Care, an international

telephone helpline for people in
trouble and for the deaf.

Mary-Glenn was an officer of the
Plainfield-Westfield Smith College
Club and chairman of her college
class’s 50th reunion. Mr. and Mrs.
Morin moved to Mountainside in
1972, and then in 1988 to Medford
Leas. There, she was active in the
Extended Hand Ministry, helping to
provide food for people in the Mount
Holly area of Burlington County.

Her husband predeceased her in
1995.

Surviving are her daughters, Susan
Hunt of Billerica, Mass. and Betsy
Sillars of Cleveland, Ohio; five grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

Arrangements were by the Mathis
Funeral Home of Medford.

Donations in her memory may be
made to The Smith Fund, Smith Col-
lege, Northampton, Mass. 01063. A
graveside service will be held in her
memory at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
May 16, 2009.
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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Couple Not In Agreement
About Having Children

A Single Writes: “Justin” (dis-
guised name) and I have been going
together for two years. We plan to
marry when he finishes college. We
are committed to each other and are
compatible. We enjoy the same ac-
tivities, hobbies, sports, social events
and friends. But we have one main
problem. I was raised in a big family
with five siblings. I know that I want
several children. Justin wants none.
He can’t stand the noise, the confu-
sion, the smells and the responsibili-
ties of being a parent. We’ve talked
and talked about it, spoken to our
pastor and saw a counselor, and we
both remain feeling the same way. I’d
be willing to settle for one or two
children, but he emphatically says
no. I don’t want to end the relation-
ship, but a union without a child, for
me, is like air without oxygen. Could
you please advise?

Answer: I don’t know what the other
counselors have told you; ultimately,
it is your decision. However, I cannot
believe that you would find happiness
in this relationship without a more
comfortable understanding between
the two of you. As time would go on,
you would resent Justin and yourself,
in and out of bed. We all have choices.
Yours should include a relationship
where you and your partner agree (have
the same feelings) on the same priori-
ties and comfort zones. And having
children for you is a top priority.

A Disgruntled Reader Writes: I’ve
begun to feel that reading your col-
umn (which I have done for over 30
years) is beginning to feel like read-
ing the National Enquirer. Lately,
instead of concentrating on family
issues, you are writing about gays
and, last month, about virgins. Is this
to increase your readership? I don’t
see where this is helpful, and I think
these issues, about “coming out” or
whether a girl should lose her virgin-
ity to her boyfriend, should not be in
a family newspaper. Shame on you.

Answer: Firstly, I would like to
thank you for reading my column for
so many years. I hope that means that
you found it informative and enjoy-
able. Secondly, I am sorry you feel
my column deals with themes that are
only appropriate material for the Na-
tional Enquirer.

The questions are written by indi-
viduals and family members who have
concerns about specific issues which
are universal and touch most families.
I feel it is healthy and appropriate to
discuss them in a good newspaper
read by thousands of residents. Issues
of sexual identity and its relevance to

family, and issues of involvement of
young people who are struggling with
relationship problems, are important
and should be discussed in a meaning-
ful manner. Despite your criticism (or
discomfort), I hope you continue to
read “Hung Up” – try to embrace these
universal questions without becoming
too hung up. Thank you.

A Concerned Parent Writes: Our
19-year-old son is confused about what
to choose as a major in college. My
husband and his brothers are accoun-
tants, and he is so sure that Gary (dis-
guised name) should major in account-
ing. Gary has always been interested
in my profession, teaching, and with
so much academic competition today,
we are trying to guide Gary to take
courses that will enable him to make
the best possible decision about which
of these two fields he would like to
pursue. Gary feels we pressure him
too much. He would just like to take
courses and see where it leads him. We
don’t feel that a little advice is inap-
propriate. What do you think?

Answer: A little advice is appropri-
ate, but don’t push your point too far.
Accounting is fine for your husband,
and teaching is fine for you; let Gary
listen and make his own decisions
based on his school experience, pref-
erences and strengths. It will remove
a great deal of pressure. My auto
mechanic, Richard P., shared a won-
derful saying which sums it all up:
“Children are not to be molded, but
are like books, to be unfolded.”

Felix W. Sweeney, 91, Army Veteran;
Was Manitowoc Forsythe Executive

Felix W. Sweeney, 91, died on
Thursday, December 25, at the Francis
E. Parker Memorial Home in New
Brunswick after a long illness.

Born on July 4, 1917 in New Phila-
delphia, Ohio, he grew up and lived
there until enlisting in the United States
Army. Mr. Sweeney graduated from
Officer Candidate’s School in Carlisle,
Pa. and served in the United States
Army during World War II. He attained
the rank of lieutenant colonel and served
in the medical corps, transportation
corps and in the Attorney General’s
Department at the Pentagon.

Mr. Sweeney sold construction
equipment for Paul Pumps, Wayne
Crane, American Hoist and Derrick
and Manitowoc Engineering Com-
pany. He retired in 1985 as executive
vice president of The Manitowoc
Forsythe Company in Long Island
City, N.Y., a subsidiary of Manitowoc
Engineering.

He lived for many years in Westfield
and also in South Bethany, Del.

Mr. Sweeney was a former mem-
ber of the New York Athletic Club
and a member emeritus of the
MOLES, an organization for build-
ing and excavation contractors and
business people.

Surviving are his wife of 64 years,
Deuris Ehehalt Sweeney, of the Francis
E. Parker Memorial Home in New
Brunswick; a son, Michael A.
Sweeney, and his wife, Linda, of
Ridgefield, Conn.; a daughter, Nancy
S. Heinkel of North Plainfield; three
granddaughters, Kathryn, Barbara and
Suzanne, and a grandson, Matthew.

A memorial mass will be set for a
future date.

Arrangements were under the di-

rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent to the Quaker Foundation
Inc., NPHS Alumni Association, 124
North Broadway, P.O. Box 627, New
Philadelphia, Ohio 44663.
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Bone Marrow Testing-Registry
To Take Place at JCC Jan. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold a bone marrow
testing and registry event on Sunday,
January 11, called “Swab to Save.” It
will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
in the Teen Lounge.

In honor of their friend who was
recently diagnosed with leukemia,
Lauren Belfer and Dani Bernstein,
JCC members and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students, have
worked with Mallory Saks, the JCC’s
Youth and Teen Services director, to
coordinate “Swab to Save.” The pro-
gram will screen for bone marrow
matches for any individuals in need.
A key defense against leukemia is a
bone marrow transplant.

The test is a simple cotton swab on
the inside of the cheek and does not
require participants to give marrow in
the event of a match. Individuals must
be 18 to 60 years old to be tested.

This event for the National Bone
Marrow Donor Program will include
T-shirt sales, a children’s craft table,
video games and snacks to help offset
costs of bone marrow tests being done
on the day of the event. “Swab to
Save” is open to the whole family.
Personal donations also may be made.

For more information, contact
Mallory Saks at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 203, or msaks@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the United Way and the

Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey. Financial assistance is avail-
able for membership and various
programs.

HADASSAH HONOREE…The
Northern New Jersey Region of
Hadassah held its annual Myrtle
Wreath Awards ceremony at a brunch
November 23 at the Wilshire Grand
Hotel in West Orange. The awards
ceremony recognizes outstanding
Hadassah women who have served their
respective chapters. Millie Pollack of
Mountainside, pictured above, was
honored as Woman of the Year by the
Westfield Chapter of Hadassah and
received her award at the brunch. She
has served as recording secretary of
the chapter for five years, has co-
chaired the summer fundraising cam-
paign for many years and has become
a Keeper of the Gate.

WELL DONE…Wendy Warwick, president of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
trustees, congratulates Paul Spicer, center, and Eric Williams of Boy Scout Troop
33 after the completion of their Eagle Scout projects at the church.

Troop 33 Boy Scouts Choose
Church For Eagle Projects

FANWOOD – Two members of
Boy Scout Troop 33 and of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, work-
ing on their requirements for the Eagle
Award, focused on the need for im-
provement to the church property.
The Eagle is the highest rank avail-
able in Boy Scouting.

With permission of the church trust-
ees, Eric Williams and Paul Spicer
recently took on and completed two
diverse projects for the church and
community.

With the help of members of his
troop and adults, Eric refurbished a
little-used room to be utilized as a
youth lounge for groups including
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, as well
as the Temple Sholom and Fanwood
Presbyterian youth.

The ceiling, walls and woodwork,
along with three storage closets, re-
ceived fresh paint after much sanding,
scraping and priming. The radiators
were repaired and re-painted and all
light fixtures were cleaned and refur-
bished. Paint, wallpaper and furniture
were donated by several sources. Eric
solicited funds to purchase carpeting
that he and his father installed.

Eric kept track of the work hours
during the six-month span of this
project. More than 500 man-hours
went into this renovation by more
than 30 members of Troop 33, the
church, community, friends and fam-
ily members.

Paul saw a need to make the Marian
Avenue side of the property more

pleasing to the neighbors, the nursery
school, the temple and the church
Sunday school participants who use
the doors on this side of the property.

Working with Virginia Kraus, who
cares for the church gardens, Paul
researched the soil requirements and
the plants that would grow along the
building. With the help of 20 of his
troop members and adults, 1,500
square feet of garden was tilled. Ex-
isting plants were pruned or removed
and 40 new shrubs and plants were
planted. Fall and spring flowers, along
with the border plants, were in place
after two long Saturday workdays.

“It was a pleasure to work with
both these young men. I was pleased
with their professionalism and I wish
them well with the completion of
their Eagle Awards,” said Wendy
Warwick, president of the church
trustees.

Eric is the son of Shaun Williams
and Christine Aadland of Fanwood.
Paul is the son of John and Mary
Spicer of Scotch Plains.

During the coffee hour after the
regular service November 9, the trust-
ees held a ribbon cutting for the youth
lounge and a tribute to the beautifica-
tion of the grounds. Both young men
thanked the many who contributed to
the success of these projects. They
expressed their appreciation to Young
Paint and Varnish Co. of Fanwood,
Sherwin Williams of Westfield, Parker
Gardens of Scotch Plains and Bartell
Farm and Garden Supplies of Clark.
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Grace Gazzo, 84
Grace Gazzo, 84, of Westfield died

on Monday, December 22, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Newark, she had
lived in Manhattan, then in Los An-
geles, Calif., before moving to
Westfield eight years ago.

Mrs. Gazzo was the loving wife of
the late actor and playwright Michael
V. Gazzo, who died in 1995.

Surviving are her daughter, Peppi
Masciandaro, and her husband, Os-
car; two sons, Michael David Gazzo
and his wife, Kimberly, and Chris-
topher Gazzo and his wife, Diana;
her brother, David Benn, and eight
grandchildren, Olivia and Anna
Masciandaro and Hannah, Mickey,
Madeline, Amanda, Garrett and
Nina Gazzo.

Her elder brother, William Benn,
predeceased her.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, December 28, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Diabetes Association,
P.O. Box 11454, Alexandria, Va. 22312
(www.diabetes.org). For additional
information or to express condolences,
please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Holy Name Society to Offer
Masculine Spirituality Series

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Holy
Name Society of Saint Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will sponsor a series of talks on “Mas-
culine Spirituality: Men of the Bible
Speak to Men Today.”

The first in the five-part series,
“What Is Masculine Spirituality?,”
will be presented by Monsignor John
P. O’Connor on Monday, January
12, at 7:30 p.m. in the Saint
Bartholomew School cafeteria. All
men are welcome.

The Holy Name Society promotes
the honor and glory of God and the
personal sanctification of its mem-
bers by acts of love and devotion to
the Holy Name of Jesus.

Members perform the Corporal
Works of Mercy – feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, giving drink to the
thirsty, sheltering the homeless, tend-
ing the sick, visiting those in prison
and burying the dead, as well as the
Spiritual Works of Mercy – converting
sinners, instructing the ignorant, coun-

seling the wayward, comforting the
sorrowing, bearing adversity patiently,
forgiving offenses and praying for the
living and the dead.

Saint Bartholomew the Apostle
Church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

S.A.R. Chapter to Meet
In Westfield January 9
WESTFIELD – The West Fields

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (S.A.R.) will meet at 8
p.m. on Friday, January 9, in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Guest speaker Kevin Olsen of the
Chemistry Department and Passaic
River Institute of Montclair State
University will highlight local mari-
time history.

He will present the findings of his
recently published book, “A Great
Conveniency – A Maritime History
of the Passaic River, Hackensack
River and Newark Bay,” published by
American History Imprints of
Franklin, Tenn.

This meeting is open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Warren
Fristensky, chapter president, at (908)
654-1731.

Introductory Course
On Judaism Is Slated
WESTFIELD – An Introduction to

Judaism course will be offered at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Thursdays
beginning January 8. The class will
meet once a week for 16 weeks from
7:45 to 9:45 p.m. and is open to both
temple members and non-members.

The New Jersey/ West Hudson Val-
ley Council of the Union for Reform
Judaism will sponsor this course. A
single registration fee includes tuition
and one set of eight books and materi-
als for each individual or couple.

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Jane Young, program co-
ordinator, at the URJ NJ-WHVC Re-
gional Office at (201) 722-9090, ex-
tension no. 210, (201) 679-6895 or
jyoung@urj.org.


