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Are New Jerseyans Voting With Their
Feet and Heading South?

What a surprise, New Jersey is ex-
pected to lose a seat in the House of
Representatives. Why you ask? Well, it
appears that our population growth, an
anemic 3.2 percent since 2000, puts us
near the bottom of the list of where people
want to live and raise their families. Other
states that are likely to lose, following the
2010 Census, are New York, Pennsylva-
nia, California, Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, and
Missouri. See a pattern here?

States that will gain seats are Arizona,
Georgia, Nevada, South Carolina, Utah,
Florida and Texas. Is the pattern becom-
ing clearer?

In 2007, the American Legislative Ex-
change Council, alec.org, ranked each
state based on their economic competi-
tiveness and found Florida, Arizona,
Texas, Nevada, Utah, South Carolina and
Georgia to be among the most competi-
tive. They tend to have low taxes, lower
costs of living and lower costs of doing
business.

Guess who was near the bottom.
Yup…New York, Pennsylvania, Califor-
nia, Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Missouri and no surprise,
New Jersey. In fact, New Jersey, in spite of
Trenton rearranging the regulatory deck
chairs, recently became the worst state in
the United States to do business.

Sadly, we still fail to understand, as

JFK did, that high taxes don’t redistribute
income, they only redistribute people.
When people feel that their government
no longer represents their interests, they
find more favorable places to live. They
take their families, they take their busi-
nesses and the jobs that those businesses
provide to someplace friendlier.

Governor Jon Corzine, on Monday,
December 22, when faced with another
dismal tax revenue projection, said that
he would be ‘forced to consider layoffs,
tax increases and other harsh fiscal mea-
sures.’ Since the Government of New
Jersey is the state’s largest employer, is
there any doubt about what Trenton’s
preferred method of plugging the budget
hole will be? Will they eliminate pro-
grams that don’t work? Will they elimi-
nate costly mandates like COAH, or pa-
tronage and no show jobs to the politi-
cally connected? How about pension
double dipping and crazy tenure and work
rules? Hmm.

I will happily eat a spider if any of these
happen. What will happen, because it
always does, is they will once again play
the tax card. And like citizens of the
Soviet Union and eastern Bloc, which
eventually collapsed under their own
weight, New Jersey citizens will vote
with their feet.

Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Mobile Meals Thanks Westfield
Restaurants for Their Support

On behalf of the Board of Mobile Meals,
I would like to thank Ferraro’s Restau-
rant, 16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro,
Isabella’s American Bistro, Mojave Grill,
Theresa’s, Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse and
Bistro, Sweet Water’s Steak House and
Buona Pizza for their generous support of
our first annual Dine Out for Those Who
Can’t on October 21.

In addition, we would like to thank all
of those diners who came out and enjoyed
a wonderful meal that night in support of
our organization. This year, Mobile Meals

celebrated 40 years of service to our com-
munity, providing hot meals to the eld-
erly and disabled of Westfield, Cranford,
Clark, Garwood, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. Thanks to these generous Westfield
restaurants and all of our volunteers and
community supporters, we hope to con-
tinue our mission to serve the community
for many years to come.

Nancy Otchy
President of the Board

Mobile Meals of Westfield

SHOP NOW AND SAVE BIG! *OPEN NEW YEARS DAY*

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00 
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

Shifman Mattress 
CLEARANCE
Beat the 2009 Price Increase!

GIGANTIC YEAR END CLEARANCE!!

SUGG. RETAIL     SALE CLEARANCE

CRYSTAL
Twin set $840 $458 $412
Queen set $1300 $699 $629

JADE
Twin set $1140 $618 $464
Queen set $1670 $899 $674

SAPHIRE
Full set $1840 $998 $898
Queen set $2080 $1149 $1034

SUGG. RETAIL     SALE CLEARANCE

REMBRANDT/MONET
Queen set $4570 $2699 $2024

ROYAL COMFORT
Queen set $4790 $2699 $2429

MATISSE
Queen set $9040 $5299 $3974

...AND MANY MORE STYLES!

YEAR END CLEARANCE
Every Floor Piece DRASTICALLY REDUCED!

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

50% Off STICKLEY TRUCKLOAD - 50-60% Off Selected Leather
Accessory Clearance 20-50% Off - Special Sale on Special Orders

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Danaide – A water wheel, consisting

of two tapering shells, one within the
other

2. Cleronomy – Inheritance; heritage
3. Bleb – A small blister or swelling on

the skin or plants
4. Subtiliation – The act of making thin

STUPRATION
1. The act of curling or coiling
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Rape; violation by force
4. Intimidation; humiliation

SCHATCHEN
1. A marriage broker
2. A hobo; tramp
3. A dancer
4. A small bell similar to a sleighbell

TETTIX
1. A tumor
2. A cicada
3. A scar
4. A tyrant or despot

RONION
1. A pretender to learning; a quack
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A mangy, scabby animal
4. A chiropractor

Highland Avenue One-Way Status
Becomes Liability to Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, the Town
Council and copied to the newspaper.

On December 16, 2008, the public
works department installed, at the south-
east and southwest corners of East Dudley
and Highland Avenues, signs indicating
that the section of Highland Avenue be-
tween East Dudley and Mountain Av-
enues is one-way in the direction of Moun-
tain Avenue. This action was done with-
out prior written notice to the six families
whose homes are located along this sec-
tion of Highland Avenue and whose drive-
ways enter Highland Avenue.

A letter was thereafter dispatched by
the police department informing us “that
under the Town Code, Section 13-2, that
Highland Avenue, between East Dudley
and Mountain Avenue is a ‘One Way’
street and warning that exiting the road-
way onto East Dudley Avenue “can cause
a hazardous situation and may result in a
summons.” The extent of this mailing to
other area residents is not known.

Heretofore, it was believed that this
section of Highland Avenue was two-
way; with one-way only egress onto
Mountain Avenue. Subsequent inquiry
revealed that General Ordinance 970,
designating this section as one-way, was
enacted in 1966. This ordinance, how-
ever, has never been enforced. Rather, the
town has treated this section of Highland
Avenue as a two-way road, maintaining
stop signs on both the southeast and south-
west corners of East Dudley Avenue. It is
also noted that, just this past summer,
following the repaving of Highland Av-
enue, the town painted a “stop” line on the
right side of the street for those approach-
ing East Dudley Avenue. It is submitted
that General Ordinance 970 is not now
enforceable, having been extinguished
by the town’s failure, for many decades,
to treat this section of Highland Avenue
as anything other than a two-way road.

It is unclear what incident led to this
recent action and an explanation is re-
quested. The only apparent safety issue
that, in fact, will likely, lead to a hazard-
ous situation is caused by the many mo-
torists illegally entering Highland Av-
enue from Mountain Avenue. In this re-
gard, the town’s actions further aggravate
an already unsafe situation. Those turn-
ing illegally from Mountain Avenue onto
Highland Avenue have no visible clues to
alert them to their mistake. Rather, they
see stop signs at the approaching intersec-
tion.

I am dumbfounded as to why, when the
one-way signs were installed, the stop
signs were not concurrently removed, or
why the “stop” line was not painted over.
It is also questioned why the installed
“one-way” signs are not two-sided. Since
there is a tree located on the town’s right-
of-way at the southwest corner of East
Dudley Avenue, and the sign located on

this corner will likely be visible only
during the winter months. Two-sided signs
would provide better visibility and safety.

It is acknowledged that there are “do
not enter” signs visible to those traveling
on Mountain Avenue in the direction of
Mountainside. Such signs are located on
the island that serves to split Highland
Avenue into two lanes, one for those
turning right, and one for those turning
left. Unfamiliar motorists may interpret
these signs to mean not to enter the first
road but, rather, to turn into the second
road. These “do not enter” signs are not
visible to motorists traveling on Moun-
tain Avenue in the direction of downtown
Westfield.

While there is a single sign located
before the Highland Avenue intersection
with Mountain Avenue that indicate “no
right turn,” this sign is visible only during
the winter months, when the tree located
close to this sign has dropped its leaves.
Otherwise, it is obscured and cannot be
seen. It is questioned why signage was
not installed on the island that splits High-
land Avenue that would indicate, if ille-
gal ingress was made, that the motorist
would be traveling in the wrong direction
on a one-way road. Since Mountain Av-
enue is a county road, this letter is being
copied to the traffic safety division of
Union County.

Illegal entry onto Highland Avenue
from Mountain Avenue has been a seri-
ous, long-term problem — a problem that
has not been adequately policed and that
will worsen, with this one-way designa-
tion, in the absence of diligent remedial
action. While the local residents will not
be caused undue inconvenience, and will
quickly get used to this new traffic pat-
tern; if this one-way designation is to be
pursued, proper notice and reenactment
of the ordinance is deemed to be required.
Thereafter, the installation of appropriate
signage, removal of signs no longer re-
quired, and a vigorous campaign to alert
motorists of this change will be required.
Police presence and/or mobile flashing
signage positioned so as to draw attention
to this change will required for at least
several weeks.

In addition, since this road is two lanes,
consideration should be given to painting
parking shoulders along both sides of the
road in order to narrow the road to avoid
two lanes of traffic jockeying for position
to exit. This would also reduce the risk of
two approaching cars attempting to make
right and left turns, simultaneously, onto
Highland Avenue.

The town’s one-way designation, con-
flicting, confusing and improper signage,
and lack of adequate notice as to the
change now implemented, after more than
40 years, exposes the town to liability that
may prove to be financially devastating.

Cynthia Foulke
Westfield

Israel: Capable of
Making Peace, and War

Once again Israel is paying for its deci-
sion to listen to world pressure and unilat-
erally give the citizens of Gaza land in the
hope of achieving peace. Last week they
were rewarded with 300 missiles fired at
civilian targets in Southern Israel and
3,000 in the past year. No one seemed to
care. No outcry about targeting civilians,
a young African Israeli boy who lost a
limb, farmers who ran from the fields to
keep from being killed. The Palestinians
were on a holy mission to drive all Israelis
into the sea. They would finish the job
that Hitler started.

Israel has demonstrated restraint in the
face of these military attacks on its citi-
zens and its territory.  Would any other
country have done that? Israel now is
responding in a way to make it clear that
not only is it willing to make peace, but it
is also capable of making war.

Aba Eben, then Israeli ambassador to
the UN (United Nations), said during the
UN debate after the 1956 war “if we were
to die the whole world would come to our
funerals and say nice things about us, if
we live we will be condemned, we chose
to live.”

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Fanwood:
Christopher J. and Courtney Rinaldi

to Anthony Zazella and Jamie Vance,
178 Herbert Avenue, $460,000.

Robert and Carolyn M. Brelinsky
to Scott Brelinsky, 51 Locust Avenue,
$390,000.

Cynthia and James M. Chiarello,
Jr. to Donna B. and David R. Laterza,
188 North Martine Avenue, $585,000.

Estate of Mary M. Hovanec to
Deniece J. Reid, 2086 Princeton Av-
enue, $450,000.

David J. and Renee Krolikowski to
Matthew V. and Stephanie R.
Giannacio, 117 South Glenwood
Road, $420,000.

John and Sharon Lies to Matthew
A. and Lisa A. Krueger, 165 King
Street, $523,000.

Frances W. and Ronald Curry to
Muhammad Mirza and Asma Abrar,
15 Roosevelt Avenue, $410,000.

Brian D. Tafeen to Michael
D’Alessio and Molly E.  Coletta, 175
Helen Street, $530,000.

Roque P. and Leonor Medina to
Andrew P. Full, 34 Estelle Lane,
$425,000.

Jane C. Lundstrum to Jason D.
Lundstrum, 50 Locust Avenue,
$250,000.

Scotch Plains:
Needle-Point Homes, LLC to Tho-

mas and Christina Peeney, 1688 Coo-
per Road, $977,000.

Dominick and Karen Valenzano to
Jorge and Ana Cristina Abrantes, 2140
Seward Drive, $575,000.

Patrick and Linda Gallagher to The
State of New Jersey, Department of
Transportation, 222 Park Avenue,
$880,000.

Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Ur-
ban Renewal, LLC to Stephen and
Penny Seeder, 2587 Liberty Street,
$570,000.

Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Ur-
ban Renewal, LLC to Bernice and
Michael R. Cannone, 311 Coldstream
Court, $650,000.

Estate of August Rasile to Shannon
W. Gibney and Meredith L. Gibney,
372 Stout Avenue, $380,000.

Geraldine Fredericksen, Susan Tay-
lor, Donna Assenza and Joseph V.
Cannata to Nick Perretti, 530 Park
Avenue, $186,000.

Andrew S. Jenifer Silver Madison
to Lior and Rimma Farkash, 9
Wareham Village, $328,500.

223 Katherine Street, LLC to
Theodore E. Schiller, 1557 Ramapo

Recent Home Sales

Way, $360,000.
Charles A. and Audrey R. Said to

Marlene and Juan M. Reyes, 1732
Ramapo Way, $390,000.

Louis and Mary Cerchio and
Vincent and Mary Saggese to Michael
J. Liguori and Melissa R. Tratenberg,
21 Village Park Court, $320,000.

William F. and Margaret B. Billard
to Alexis and John J. Calabrese, 2066
Algonquin Drive, $420,000.

Estate of Douglas W. Handley to
James W. Kennedy, 8 Village Park
Court, $280,000.

James and Ellen M. O’Donnell to
Rutland B. Paal, Jr. and Jocelyn S.
Salzano, 1914 Lake Avenue,
$360,000.

Richard A. and Ninamarie Keri to
Peter and Pamela G. Sayles, 15 Trav-
eller Way, $740,000.

Noelle and Arthur Pajka and
Annabelle L. Short to Scott and
Bernadine Santoro, 2048 Prospect
Avenue, $360,000.

Michael J. and Stacy L. Ozol to
Shaun R. Cherewich, 2214 Rhoda
Place, $360,000.

Muriel Baumwoll to William R.
and Mary K. Downey, 43 Tisbury
Village, $374,000.

John Mastroianni to Kenneth
Shifrin, 5 Essex Road, $1,350,000.

Billy and Colleen Ramos to Philip
J. Less, 33 Riga Court, $372,500.

Romano and Juanita DiNizo to
Vittalraj Govindaraj and Shanthy
Raghavan, 2039 Prospect Avenue,
$694,000.

Tofigh Property Corporation to
Jaideep Reddy and Pranitha Gaddam,
1590 Rahway Road, $1,025,000.

Marie Moore and Frank Cunniffe
to Jeffrey and Rachel C. Vanterpool,
11 Nicole Court, 585,000.

Regina M. Cardona to Theresa and
Jason Mihansky, 1332 Graymill
Drive, $580,000.

Westfield:
Lesli E. Rodman to Vincent and

Soomin Hu, 208 Embree Court,
$695,000.

Jonathon Gabriel to Jeffrey S. and
Stephanie Brinker, 706 Clark Street,
$1,510,000.

Michael Titone to Kenneth C. and
Deborah H. Tola, Jr., 406 First Street,
$557,500.

Thomas D. and Kristine Wansaw
to Josue and Amanda Gorin, 6 Pine
Court, $775,000.

Pauline Powell to Joan M. Roll, 21
Mohawk Trail, $435,000.

NJ AARP Supports New
Hospital Reporting on Errors

Thanks to the Patient Safety Act and
the leadership of Department of Health
and Senior Services (DHSS) Commis-
sioner Heather Howard, it looks like the
state is taking giant steps toward im-
proved health care quality and transpar-
ency in New Jersey hospitals.

Case in point is the third annual Patient
Safety Report, released by the DHSS last
week. Though the report found that 72
people died from preventable medical
errors in New Jersey last year – 30 more
than in 2006 – AARP believes this is not
the result of worsening care or careless
treatment by our state’s hospitals.

Rather, AARP believes the increase is
a result of better reporting, which for
healthcare consumers is a good thing.
More reporting means more focus on
fixing problem processes that result in

dangerous medical mistakes.
Of course, the system is not perfect.

Five-hospitals reported zero errors, a num-
ber that is suspect to even the most naïve
New Jersey resident. AARP calls upon
the DHSS to release the names of these
non-reporting hospitals so that New
Jerseyans can find out if these hospitals
are truly perfect or are flouting the law
and hiding serious medical mistakes from
the public.

AARP advocates for better and most
importantly, public reporting of prevent-
able medical errors that will force hospi-
tals to report their medical error numbers
accurately and improve the quality of
care in their hospitals.

Quite simply, public reporting will save
lives.

Marilyn Askin, AARP New Jersey
Chief Legislative Advocate
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In Healthcare, County
Made Wrong Decision
For Fiscal Prudence

It may not have been the county’s in-
tention to leave the offer of 100 percent
subsidization of healthcare benefits upon
retirement to 88 exclusionary employees
open forever, but it will be. I specifically
asked at the last freeholder meeting
whether there was a sunset provision to
the resolution designed to encourage early
retirements. The answer was no.

So, what did the county do under the
cloak of fiscal prudence? Those 88 em-
ployees know they will get their health
benefits fully paid for whenever they
choose to retire. Any attempt at rescission
of the offer, as unlikely that might me,
would be deemed by those employees as
a benefit cut. And what about all the other
employees who retire from here on in?
Can the county really maintain them at 50
percent subsidization, even if they want
to?

In effect, the county has just doubled
their future retiree healthcare costs, which
happens to be the single fastest growing
budget item.

It may have been a good idea on paper,
but in a decision-making bubble with no
effective oversight it is these whipsaw
solutions that germinate.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The Myth of Non-
Partisanship

School Board Elections
Why maintain the myth that these elec-

tions [school boards] are non-partisan? In
the past, there were nine or so individuals
competing for three slots. Now they are
slates that have the organizational back-
ing of political factions. More and more,
the boards have been training grounds for
the potential partisans candidates.

Parties can present slates in the prima-
ries and the final battle can be in the
General Election. In those non-partisan
towns or towns that wish to maintain the
myth of non-partisanship school boards,
hold the election in the summer with those
present non-partisan elections.

Roger Stryeski
Chairman

Roselle Republican Committee

Doria Responds To
Calls by Municipalities
For COAH Extension
New Jersey Community Affairs Com-

missioner Joseph Doria sent the fol-
lowing letter on December 23 to Will-
iam Dressel, executive director of the
New Jersey State League of Munici-
palities:

“I am writing regarding your request
that the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) hold an emergency meeting to
extend the December 31 deadline for
submitting revised third round plans.
As you know, the December 31 dead-
line, which is set forth in regulations
adopted by COAH earlier this year,
applies only to a portion of the munici-
palities in the state. The deadline ap-
plies only to those towns that previ-
ously participated in COAH’s original
third round or that voluntarily chose to
file plans before the court and thereby
continue to maintain protection against
‘builder’s remedy’ lawsuits. Published
reports indicate that over 200 of the
towns to which the deadline applies
have recently taken action to approve
revised plans, or are poised to do so
over the next couple of days.

“We recognize the time and effort
that is required for the planning pro-
cess, and COAH has worked with many
towns to provide information and assis-
tance in that process. COAH also has
issued guidance that addresses some of
the significant concerns that have been
raised about the growth share impact of
new residential construction.

“As to the deadline, COAH’s regula-
tions provide the opportunity for indi-
vidual municipalities to apply to COAH
for a waiver of a particular regulatory
requirement provided that criteria set
forth in the waiver regulation are satis-
fied. This waiver option has been avail-
able to any town that believes it cannot
meet the deadline and whose request
meets the criteria.

“We have given serious thought and
consideration to your request but have
determined that an across-the-board ex-
tension of the deadline would not be
consistent with COAH’s statutory obli-
gations under the Fair Housing Act.

“As we have stated, COAH is com-
mitted to continuing to work coopera-
tively with municipal officials in the
planning process, and that cooperation
certainly will continue as we move for-
ward.”

“The Tough
Get Going”

Advertise
Here

goleader.com


