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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

2008 Government
Reform Thoughts

Each week in 2008, editors of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times posted government
reform thoughts on the Internet in response to events at that
moment. Below are the cumulative thoughts.

3-Jan-2008: Politicians and government must promote
the act of voting and citizens’ participation; otherwise the
system could spiral to invalidation.

10-Jan-2008: The initiatives of incoming Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada, announced at the Union County
freeholders’ January 6 reorganization meeting, lacked any
fiscal proposals such as reducing the county tax levy.
Fiscal responsibility needs to be front and center, not new
ways to get re-elected.

17-Jan-2008: The National Surface Transportation Policy
and Revenue Commission has recommended an increase
in the federal gasoline tax of 25 cents to 40 cents per gallon
over the next five years to fund the nation’s transportation
system. Given Governor Jon Corzine’s recommendation
to increase tolls in New Jersey 200 percent over the next 14
years, we believe the voters should make the final decision
on any more taxes.

24-Jan-2008: The governor has challenged anyone to
present an alternative to his preposterous (in our view),
$45 billion, sell the Turnpike plan. The GOP is silent. Do
they not have a plan? Is everything now a done deal with
the details being completed today while the governor is in
Switzerland?

31-Jan-2008: We believe New Jersey should change its
system for Primary Elections to allow voters, regardless of
political affiliation, to vote in either Democratic or Repub-
lican races. The only rule should be that they could vote
only once. Voters also should not be listed as affiliated after
voting in primaries.

7-Feb-2008: It seems that moving the Presidential Pri-
mary to February was popular with New Jersey voters,
given Tuesday’s high voter turnout. It was one of the
reforms from last year that worked.

14-Feb-2008: With the announcement this week that
Mountainside Chief School Administrator Richard
O’Malley is resigning for another superintendent’s post,
the district should now consider merging with either
Berkeley Heights or Westfield to reduce administrative
costs. Under the new job description for the Union County
superintendent of schools, a state position, Carmen
Centoulo has been directed to look at merging K-8 districts
with K-12 districts to reduce administrative overhead.

21-Feb-2008: Union County, municipal and school gov-
ernments are in the process of releasing budgets for 2008.
Given the fiscal crisis in our state government, local
governments must reduce their expenditures. We hope
layoffs are avoided by reducing the salaries of the highest
paid employees instead.

28-Feb-2008: Now that Governor Jon Corzine has set an
example by actually reducing spending by $500 million
from last year, it is now time for our local school boards,
municipal, and county governments to follow suit.

6-Mar-2008: Governor Corzine announced in his fiscal
year 2009 budget plans to cut 3,000 state employees. We
believe that the first to be considered should be the ones
with the highest salaries (over $100,000) and those with
multiple jobs such as county and state.

13-Mar-2008: Governor Corzine has decided to balance
the state budget on the backs of small towns with popula-
tions of under 10,000. This includes Fanwood, Garwood
and Mountainside. We believe this is a shortsighted ap-
proach as these towns are already sharing costs such as
school districts and board of health services. More must be
done to reign in state costs such as salaries over six figures
and the chopping of additional departments.

20-Mar-2008: The Union County Executive Superinten-
dent of Schools is in charge of looking at school budgets and
rejecting them when they are over cap and have excessive
non-instructional spending. Who is the budget czar that does
the same for county and municipal spending?

27-Mar-2008: With the state cutting municipal aid to
towns, the time has come for discussions on changing
government budgets from one-year to two-year spending
plans, with half the towns’ budgets coming up every other
year. This would enable towns to share administrators
while also reducing the burdensome task of budget talks
that often take up a quarter of every year by local governing
bodies.

3-Apr-2008: If Governor Jon Corzine really wanted to
lower property taxes in New Jersey, he would move the
county jails under the jurisdiction of the state’s corrections
department. A decade ago, state superior court judges were
moved from county to state payrolls, yet the county jails,
along with the courthouses and correctional officers, all
remained within the county budgets.

10-Apr-2008: Local towns are proposing fee and fine
increases,  such as parking tickets, charges for the commu-
nity room, and licensing fees for restaurants and private
pools. With the fiscal crisis, municipalities may need to
consider salary reductions at the top and have employees
take additional vacations without pay to offset deficits and
avoid layoffs.

17-Apr-2008: Given the conviction of former Newark
Mayor Sharpe James, it is time for term limits; not just in
the state government, but in our big cities.

24-Apr-2008: A regional approach needs to be taken
with regard to recreation programs offered in Union County.
Most towns have recreation commissions that sponsor
many of the same types of programs, often utilizing the
services of private companies such as yoga centers and
soccer camps. Couldn’t these programs be merged under
a newly created Union County Parks Commission run
independently by volunteers appointed by county and
municipal governments? In addition to volunteers, full-
time staff could be hired that represent all 21 towns in the
county with no duplication of services. This would save
millions of taxpayer dollars.

1-May-2008: Why can’t Westfield develop a parking
system, which would enable merchants to validate parking
for their customers? Couldn’t the town offer annual passes
for a certain fee that stores could pay and in turn, provide
free parking to Westfield shoppers?

8-May-2008: Some people in the State of New Jersey
believe they are entitled to free health care, and that they
can go to hospitals without paying. Some of these indi-
viduals include illegal aliens. Hospitals are closing and
going bankrupt. We request that all state leaders and the
governor issue a clear statement as to what the entitlements
are, and who is to pay for entitlements that may exist.

15-May-2008: Any provisions on increasing revenue
projections in the state’s budget should go directly to
reducing taxes instead of for delusional purposes to in-
crease spending.

22-May-2008: We think it’s probably a good idea to
move the school board elections to November as being
contemplated by state legislators. However, we are con-
cerned about a provision to end the practice of having
voters cast ballots on school budgets.

29-May-2008: When schools pass contracts or hire
executive personnel, the details of those contracts and
résumés should be made available at the time for immedi-
ate pubic scrutiny. The public is already given 30 days to
scrutinize other documents prior to their final vote. Why
should teacher contracts and major hires be any different?

5-Jun-2008: Perhaps it’s time for the state and the
teachers’ union to step aside and allow qualified teachers
and management to work without being forced to join the
union. In this way, competition may bring about reform of
contract abuses.

12-Jun-2008: Given the gas crisis, isn’t it time that all
government vehicle perks be eliminated so that officials
feel the sting like everyone else? Then, maybe something

real and lasting would be done about the energy crisis.
19-Jun-2008: The federal government must address the

huge hike in gasoline prices with a united political com-
mitment to energy development. This will curtail specula-
tors and eventually yield a strengthened energy position.
Meanwhile, the government must encourage conservation
and renewable energy options.

26-Jun-2008: As the New Jersey legislature has proven
that it is unable or unwilling to implement pension reform,
we believe the voters must decide the issue with a referen-
dum in the November General Election.

3-Jul-2008: No government executive, official or school
personnel shall receive a pay raise or increase in compen-
sation of any form unless taxes are reduced.

10-Jul-2008: The state must make a concerted effort to
ensure that shared services grants to counties and towns
result in real savings for taxpayers and not just shared
services conferences and discussions.

17-Jul-2008: With property tax bills containing huge
increases and going out in the next few weeks, our State
Legislature is going to have to take a closer look at this
issue or the number of people moving out of New Jersey
is going to face dramatic proportions.

24-Jul-2008: As tax bills are about to be mailed, a look
at tax rates on the state’s website shows a dramatic jump
over the past few years. Administrators are either going to
have to cut their own salaries, as well as department
directors, or merge with surrounding towns if New Jersey
truly intends to stabilize property taxes.

31-Jul-2008: A forgotten concept - “Elected officials
should be held accountable should they violate the public
trust.”

7-Aug-2008: The practice of wheeling campaign funds
should be brought to an end. Wheeling is where money is
transferred throughout a political party, candidate or Po-
litical Action Committee and sent to other candidates. We
believe this distorts the electoral process and impedes
citizens’ ability to choose their elected officials.

14-Aug-2008: When an official does something right,
the press should acknowledge it. Case in point: Although
stopped for speeding, N.J. Attorney General Anne Milgram
did not use her influence or make her position known to the
officer. She just paid the ticket.

21-Aug-2008: Union County Democrats selected a re-
placement for disgraced Asm. Neil Cohen, who resigned.
They did so behind closed doors, not open to the public. In
that the replacement supposedly represents all the people,
we believe the meeting should be public. We also would
like to know where is Neil Cohen and why haven’t charges
been filed. Why is all this a secret?

28-Aug-2008: We thought it was illegal for elected
officials to use public resources for electioneering pur-
poses. That’s why we question New Jersey Governor Jon
Corzine’s use of the government website for praising the
selection of Sen. Biden by Sen. Obama - which concludes
by stating “Joe Biden will be a great partner in Barack
Obama’s efforts to bring about change in America.” See
state.nj.us/governor/news/news/2008/approved/
20080823a.html.

4-Sep-2008: Now that the presidential and vice-presi-
dential candidates are known, the campaigns must focus
on the key issues of stimulating the economy and develop-
ment of an energy policy, and not on the personal lives of
the candidates and their families.

11-Sep-2008: We believe political parties should be
required to file and publish biographies of their candidates
on the Internet. Too often, local candidates run for office
with little or no information on their backgrounds pro-
vided to the public.

18-Sep-2008: The wizards of Wall Street, bankers and
executives have collected obscene bonuses and dumped
the trash on the taxpayer. After the financial chaos sub-
sides, we need to find a way back to fundamental monetary
practices. No more smoke and mirrors please; and throw
the buggers in jail.

25-Sep-2008: Anything we might say now pales in
comparison to what’s going on now in Washington D.C.
over the world financial scandal and crisis.

2-Oct-2008: Given the magnitude of the nation’s cur-
rent financial crisis, John McCain and Barack Obama need
to let the American people know the type of individuals, if
not their names, of persons they intend to nominate for
treasury secretary and other key cabinet-level posts. The
next President is only going to be as successful as the
people he has running these departments.

9-Oct-2008: The pork-stuffed 700 billion dollar bailout
of Wall Street from Washington has shown us, once again,
why future presidents must be given the Line Item Veto.
Let’s put fiscal responsibility ahead of partisan politics.

16-Oct-2008: With budget shortfalls at all levels of
federal, state, county, towns, authorities and school district
governments, before laying off workers, government must
substantially reduce compensation of those at the top; and
reduce the number of those at the top.

23-Oct-2008: Union County voters should be given the
opportunity next year to decide, through referendum,
whether they want to continue to elect their freeholders at-
large or switch to districts similar to a city ward system.
The current Democratic majority does not want to change
while the Republicans want to change. Let’s let the people
decide.

30-Oct-2008: The only poll that is important is the final
decision in the Presidential election.

6-Nov-2008: It’s time to eliminate the compensation
that government officials, police chiefs and school super-
intendents get for accumulated vacation and sick days
upon retirement. They have a right to vacation and they
should take it but not to be paid for it. Sick days are a safety
net, not a form of compensation. The practice is abusive to
the taxpayer.

13-Nov-2008: The Federal government is considering
using taxpayer money to bail out General Motors, in debt
due to unrealistic pension promises to unions. Millions of
American taxpayers do not have pensions such as prom-
ised irresponsibly by General Motors. Stop robbing the
taxpayers and force General Motors and their unions to
renegotiate reasonable arrangements.

20-Nov-2008: Former New Jersey senator Wayne Bryant
was found guilty of selling his office as one of New
Jersey’s most influential lawmakers and padding his pen-
sion. In addition to jail, Bryant should be forced to return
all the fraud money and forfeit his pension.

27-Nov-2008: In that AIG Chief Executive Edward
Liddy cut his salary to $1 as part of voluntary pay restric-
tions by executives tied to a $150 billion government
bailout, we implore the government to require the same
from executives of other bailouts.

4-Dec-2008: President-elect Barack Obama needs to
appoint a new U.S. attorney for New Jersey who is just as
diligent at cleaning up corruption as their predecessor,
Chris Christie.

11-Dec-2008: It may seem that New Jersey is defense-
less now that United States Attorney Chris Christie has
resigned, but Ralph J. Marra, Jr., who was first assistant
U.S. attorney under Mr. Christie, has assumed the respon-
sibilities as Acting U.S. Attorney. We suggest that anyone
with information on possible crimes contact his office.

18-Dec-2008: As being considered in New York and
Illinois, passing U.S. Senate seats around to nobility or to
the highest bidder must stop. Elections for U.S. Senate
must provide for choosing candidates with the best inter-
ests of the citizens in mind.

25-Dec-2008: In these difficult economic times, our
state, county and local governments must justify the
filling of vacant positions and / or increasing employ-
ment.

Thank You Good
Samaritans, Special
Angels Last Week

My horror took place on Tuesday
evening, December 23. As I exited my
car, I literally slid across the icy parking
lot on Elmer Street. Within seconds, a
most supportive, nameless, gentleman was
at my side to rescue me from my seated
position on the ice.

Seconds later, he had assistance from
Fred, Bob and Stephanie. I now know
there are angels who enter your life when
you least expect it, and do what they can
to let you know they care. I do hope these
people will recognize their presence, and
let me thank them personally. I am for-
ever grateful.

I must also credit the staff at Complete
Care, on East Second Street in Scotch
Plains. Dr. Richard Schaller, nurse
Michael Harrah and technician Kathy
Neroda were there to assist the moment I
entered the building. Thank-you!

My only wish is for everyone to have a
safe, healthy, happy, 2009 — and again, a
thousand blessings to my special angels.

Millicent Brody
Westfield

WHS Concert Was Beautiful and
Reflective of the Christmas Season

I’d like to respond to a letter published
in last week’s paper expressing chagrin
that a local Westfield Elementary School
did not include meaningful Christmas
Carols in the Holiday Concert.

Two weeks ago, Westfield High School
performed the annual Choral Concert and
I’m pleased to report that the program,
consisted of quite a few non-secular
Christmas carols. In fact, both holidays
were amply represented in this program
which included “Lo, How a Rose E’er
Blooming,” as well as other Christmas

songs and yes, plenty of beautiful Hanukah
songs, some sung in Hebrew.

I can certainly understand the writer’s
disappointment that his child’s elemen-
tary school neglected to include songs
that expressed the true meaning of Christ-
mas. However, I can assure him that this
does not occur across the board in
Westfield, and that the High School Con-
cert was as beautiful and reflective of the
season as it could possibly be.

Debbie Parente-Rosin
Westfield

I Don’t Begrudge Mr. Savickas
His Objection; but…

I read Ed Savickas’ letter, “Shameful
How Public Education Reduces Christ-
mas Importance,” as polarizing, and
worse, harboring anti-Semitic undertones.

Mr. Savickas complains that the chil-
dren in his daughter’s elementary school,
in a recent holiday concert, enjoyed more
freedom to sing about the meaning of
Hanukkah than about “the true meaning
of Christmas — the birth of Jesus Christ.”

In elaborating his complaint, he finds it
necessary to draw attention to Jewish
children’s minority status by stressing his
(and by extension, Christian children’s’)
numerical “85 percent” majority status
(as U.S. Christians).

He ends with the plea that “Christians
should be treated equally at these events,”
implying unfavoritism against Christians
versus favoritism to Jews. Embedded in

his protest, I fear, is the suggestion that
local Jews somehow have managed to
exercise disproportionate control of the
performance agenda in the school.

Mr. Savickas’ language is divisive and
disunifying, pitting Christians against
Jews; worse, it stokes archaic, danger-
ously stereotypical views of Jews as seek-
ing, deviously if necessary, to establish
their advantage over gentile majorities.

I don’t begrudge Mr. Savickas his ob-
jection; but its form troubled me. And I
remind him, as an aside, that there is a
place where he, his family, and all Chris-
tians can appropriately celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ to their fullest satisfaction
— it is called “church.”

Steve Becker
Westfield
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Happy New Year Everyone, Take
The Challenge Put Forth for 2009

The beginning of a new year is a chance for us all
to put the woes of the past year behind us and to
restart with new dreams and fresh goals – to be
positive, regardless of how disgruntled one may be.

Many people are upset this year, admittedly for
good reason. The economic fraud and corruption
uncovered in 2008 has been staggering – it’s being
labeled “The Year That the Thieves Stole the World.”
The enigma remains – are they still stealing it?
Someone’s using your money and calling it a bail-
out – sort of like holding one hostage saying the
world will come to an end unless the ransom is paid.
And how many times will the ransom demand be
placed?

So, how does one be positive? As a starter, one
could positively go after the thieves. Let’s do that.
And for the future, offer no quarter to the slicksters.
Give no praise to the conmen who bamboozle the
globe. Praise the honest Joe.

The world, the country and the local towns must
sacrifice in 2009, as a result of the sins of fraud built
up from the past. How deep is the malaise? Few

know. Don’t fall into the trap of “me first” or “women
and children be dammed.”

Will we correct our course in 2009, or continue to
be saddled by denial from our leadership? It is up to
us – you and me to demand it. Do not stand for the
doom and gloom or let them manipulate your fears.

Be careful whom you trust, many say. Your friend,
your governor, your executive too could be a Madoff
with a Ponzi scheme. Unfortunately, we learned
there are more bad guys out there than we imagined.

So, how is it possible to look into the future with a
positive vision? Think back over the last year and
remember the many good people you know and trust.
Join with them and their values. Resist the tempta-
tion when coming under stress to default to the easy
path of deceit.

We need to stand up and see to it that a large portion
of good people are involved with the affairs of the
world. It is no longer possible to sit idly by and
overlook the acts of the bad.

So, take the challenge put forth for 2009. Happy
New Year everyone.


