
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 1, 2009 Page 3

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Take advantage of the value a JCC membership offers you and 

 

January is On Us 

Join the JCC Now 35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our

customers with our superior bedding,

MADE IN THE USA.”

Ron Shovlin & Rick Shovlin

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Merkt and Biondi: COAH is
‘The Grinch’ This Christmas

TRENTON — Assemblymen Rich-
ard Merkt (LD-25, Mendham) and Peter
Biondi (LD-16, Somerville) on Decem-
ber 24 criticized a decision by the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH) to
reject requests to extend the December
31 deadline for towns to submit plans in
compliance with the state’s new afford-
able housing mandates.

“On the eve of Christmas, COAH
has donned its Grinch costume and
dropped a lump of coal into the stock-
ings of taxpayers throughout New
Jersey,” Mr. Merkt said. “This is just
more evidence that COAH is a tone-
deaf bureaucracy that is irreparably
broken and should be abolished.”

“The rules created by COAH will
drive up property taxes, consume open
space and forever change the charac-
ter of the towns forced to comply with
these new housing mandates,” Mr.
Biondi said. “This decision shows that
COAH has absolutely no concern for
these towns or for the taxpayers who
will be affected by this decision.”

According to the lawmakers’ press

release, on December 23, DCA Com-
missioner Joseph Doria sent a letter
to the League of Municipalities deny-
ing the request for an extension of the
December 31 deadline. In May,
COAH decreed that 115,000 more
affordable-housing units be built
throughout the state, assigning arbi-
trary quotas for every town to meet.
“Since then, local officials have been
searching for ways to comply with
COAH’s mandate by the deadline.”

Mr. Merkt and Mr. Biondi are the
sponsors of legislation, A-3570, that
seeks to abolish COAH and put an
end to what they described as a “poorly
thought-out, unworkable and costly”
affordable housing system. “COAH
is a bureaucracy run amuck and can-
not be fixed by simply by drafting
new regulations.”

“COAH has imposed impossible
regulations and excessive costs on
towns and taxpayers,” Mr. Biondi
said. “The only way to effectively
solve this problem is to abolish
COAH.”

Scotch Plains SID Board
Holds its First Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The first meet-
ing of the board of directors of the new
Special Improvement District (SID) was
held earlier this month, with James
Watson of EKA Associates chosen to
be the board’s first chairman.

He said Sherry Cronin, executive di-
rector of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), had provided “a lot of
help” to the nascent Scotch Plains SID,
and added that he wanted the Scotch
Plains SID to follow the model set out by
The National Trust Main Street Center,
which the DWC and other downtowns
have followed in revitalizing their cen-
tral business districts.

“I am trying to steal all that I can
from them,” Mr. Watson said.

Four committees — economics,

organization, promotions and design
— were set up at the initial meeting
on December 11, and volunteers are
being sought to fill those committees.
Once that and other organizational
work is completed, Mr. Watson said
the board will look into hiring a man-
ager for the downtown. He said he
also wants to survey all the busi-
nesses within the SID borders. “For
now, we’re just trying to get every-
body enthused about it,” he added.

Besides Mr. Watson, other officers
include vice-chairman Jeff
Kowalcyzk, treasurer Ted Schiller,
assistant treasurer Steve Goldberg,
secretary Shana Coelho and assistant
secretary Greg Bisson.

The next board of directors meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, January
15, at 7 p.m. at The Stage House Inn.

GOP Threatens Lawsuit for
Release of Budget Documents

TRENTON — State Senate Re-
publicans have vowed to go to court
for the immediate release of budget
documents by Governor Jon Corzine.

The complaint notes that there is a
constitutional requirement that the
expenditures of the state not exceed its
revenues and that Governor Corzine
has acknowledged drops in revenue
that meet or exceed the planned sur-
plus for the current fiscal year.

“We intend to file the attached com-
plaint with the Superior Court next
Wednesday [December 31] unless you
immediately provide documents
showing what funds you have placed
in reserve to address a planned $600
million budget surplus that has be-
come at least a $600 million deficit
due to a $1.2 billion decline in rev-
enues,” according to a letter sent to
the Governor by the GOP on Decem-
ber 26. “We have repeatedly asked
for these documents because we want
assurances that you are adequately
preparing for revenue losses and the
more than $100 million in new spend-
ing legislation you signed in the last
several weeks.”

At the same time, the GOP con-
tends that Mr. Corzine has continued
to sign new appropriations into law
without indicating how those appro-
priations will be funded.

Members of the Senate Republican
caucus said they have repeatedly re-
quested documents from the Gover-
nor that would demonstrate steps he
has taken to maintain a balanced bud-

get, as is constitutionally required.
The GOP said the December 2, 2008
OPRA request that is the subject of
the complaint was one of several at-
tempts they have made to obtain in-
formation necessary to “formulate
legislative policy to address the state’s
declining fiscal situation.”

According to the complaint, the Fis-
cal Year 2009 budget of $33.5 billion,
approved this past summer, listed rev-
enue projections of $32.9 billion, but
that on November 12, the Governor
announced that “collections would be
$1.2 billion less than projected.”

The complaint was made by Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee members Anthony Bucco,
Kevin O’Toole, Steven Oroho and
Philip Haines, and will be filed in
state Superior Court.

In their letter to the Governor, the
Senators stated, “Please understand,
we do not take legal action lightly,
especially in the midst of the holiday
season. But we have been left no choice
to follow through on this course of
action unless you finally release what
are obviously public documents.”

In response, Robert Corrales, a
spokesman for Mr. Corzine, was
quoted by the Star-Ledger as saying,
“This is a governor who did away with
bad budget practices like Christmas
tree items and 11th-hourbudgets. This
is far from opaque and much more
transparent than the process before
Governor Corzine took office.”

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Doria Responds to COAH
Deadline Extension Calls

TRENTON – New Jersey Commu-
nity Affairs Commissioner Joseph
Doria sent the following letter on
December 23 to William Dressel, ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities:

“I am writing regarding your re-
quest that the Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) hold an emergency
meeting to extend the December 31
deadline for submitting revised third
round plans. As you know, the De-
cember 31 deadline, which is set forth
in regulations adopted by COAH ear-
lier this year, applies only to a portion
of the municipalities in the state. The
deadline applies only to those towns
that previously participated in
COAH’s original third round or that
voluntarily chose to file plans before
the court and thereby continue to
maintain protection against ‘builder’s
remedy’ lawsuits. Published reports
indicate that over 200 of the towns to
which the deadline applies have re-
cently taken action to approve re-
vised plans, or are poised to do so
over the next couple of days.

“We recognize the time and effort
that is required for the planning pro-
cess, and COAH has worked with
many towns to provide information
and assistance in that process. COAH
also has issued guidance that ad-
dresses some of the significant con-
cerns that have been raised about the
growth share impact of new residen-
tial construction.

“As to the deadline, COAH’s regu-
lations provide the opportunity for
individual municipalities to apply to

COAH for a waiver of a particular
regulatory requirement provided that
criteria set forth in the waiver regula-
tion are satisfied. This waiver option
has been available to any town that
believes it cannot meet the deadline
and whose request meets the criteria.

“We have given serious thought and
consideration to your request but have
determined that an across-the-board
extension of the deadline would not be
consistent with COAH’s statutory ob-
ligations under the Fair Housing Act.

“As we have stated, COAH is com-
mitted to continuing to work coop-
eratively with municipal officials in
the planning process, and that coop-
eration certainly will continue as we
move forward.”

POLICE BLOTTER

Acting Commissioner Says
DEP Making NJ Greener

TRENTON — From taking steps
to address global warming to build-
ing solid foundations for protection
of natural resources such as water
supplies and wildlife habitats, the
administration of Governor Jon
Corzine is making strides toward a
greener and more sustainable future
for New Jersey’s residents, according
to Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) acting Commissioner
Mark Mauriello.

“At the DEP, we are moving for-
ward on this vision through efforts
that firmly establish New Jersey as a
national leader on evolving 21st cen-
tury issues such as climate change
and sustainable development, but re-
main true to our traditional core re-
sponsibilities to protect the environ-
ment and public health,” Mr.
Mauriello said.

He said New Jersey would con-
tinue to play a “leading role” in the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative,
a cooperative effort of 10 states in the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions
to reduce emissions of carbon diox-
ide from power plants. Last week,
New Jersey participated in the
initiative’s carbon dioxide credit auc-
tion, known as a cap-and-trade pro-
gram. This program aims to stabilize
carbon dioxide emissions through
2014 and reduce emissions 10 per-
cent by 2018.

In addition, the DEP will hold a
series of public meetings in January
to solicit input on a draft plan that
provides a blueprint for meeting New
Jersey’s greenhouse gas reduction
targets.

In early 2009, the DEP will release
a draft Statewide Water Supply Plan
that will serve as a road map for the
management, regulation, conserva-
tion and development of water sup-
plies. Strategies include implement-
ing regulatory controls at the state
level, supporting new or expanded
supply sources when needed, encour-
aging local conservation efforts, and
promoting reuse of treated wastewa-
ter for irrigation and other non-po-
table uses.

The DEP said it has adopted major
revisions to its Water Quality Man-
agement rules to bolster agency over-
sight of sewer service areas, thereby
improving water quality and protect-
ing natural resources. The rules steer
development to areas that have exist-
ing sewerage systems and prevent
this infrastructure from being built in
ecologically sensitive areas such as
wetlands, forests and critical wildlife
habitats.

The rules also provide for better
regional planning by consolidat-
ing water quality planning respon-
sibilities at the county level in-
stead of being done by munici-
palities and local utility authori-
ties.

In August, the Permit Efficiency
Review Task Force, a panel made
up of business and environmental
leaders, planners and others, re-
leased a report recommending the
DEP simplify the regulatory pro-
cess, better allocate limited re-
sources, and improve communica-
tions with the public and regulated
community.

Westfield
Thursday, December 18, Cecilia

Rivera, 26, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to police headquarters
to satisfy a Westfield traffic warrant
with bail of $150. She was released
after cash bail was posted.

Friday, December 19, Marcel
Moyano, 25, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Laurel Place on an out-
standing Edison traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $165 bail.

Saturday, December 20, Tito Garcia,
22, of Garwood was arrested at Garwood
police headquarters on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield, with $614
bail, and Seaside Heights, with $140
bail. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 27, Bryan
Carolan, 22, of Rahway was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
with bail of $163. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, December, 26, a man from
Voorhees reported that he was sold a

fake set of earrings and a ring for $20,000
at a Westfield jewelry shop. According
to police, the jewelry shop had no in-
volvement in the sale. Police said the
man, a jeweler, was shown the gold and
diamond jewelry at a jewelry show in
Clark by two men. On Saturday, Decem-
ber 27, at around 1:30 p.m. the seller and
the victim met at a jewelry store in
Westfield to better examine the pieces
and at some point a switch was made for
the phony set. The victim said the seller
was driving a black sport utility vehicle
with North or South Carolina plates. The
case is still under investigation.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 23, Guillermo

Mejia, 46, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Keansburg warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Wednesday, December 24, Jaime E.
Karnilaw, 23, of Warren was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue. He was processed
and released to his mother.


