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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”

in the field of Personal Injury Law

JANUARY  2009 EVENTS 

at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

ADULT PROGRAMS

1/2   No TGIF! 
1/7 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogy on the Internet 
1/7  7:00 pm  Digital TV Transition Seminar 
1/9  1:30 pm  TGIF!  Travel the Alps 
1/13 10:00 am New Computer Class: Email Basics 
1/14  7:00 pm  Non-Fiction Book Club: The Audacity       
   of Hope by Barack Obama
1/15  7:00 pm  New Computer Class: Intro to Google Docs 
1/16  1:30 pm  TGIF! The Women of Tin Pan Alley 
1/23  1:30 pm  TGIF! Clark Gable 
1/28  7:00 pm  Peter Biedermann, guitarist 
1/30  1:30 pm  TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “His Gal Friday” 

1/13, 20, 27    1:30 pm PreSchool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5) 
1/13, 27          3:45 pm Big Kids’ Storytime (Elementary school age) 
1/14, 21, 28    10:00 am Toddler Time (Babies to age 2½) 
1/14, 28           3:45 pm After School Book Bunch! (grades 2, 3, 4) 
1/15, 22, 29    10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (ages 2½ to 3 ½) 
1/16, 23, 30    10:00 am PreSchool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5) 
1/22, 26, 27     7–10 pm Mid-Term Study Nights (Note extended hours)

Some programs have restrictions regarding pre-registration or age.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090  www.wmlnj.org  

Closed 1/1/09 for New Year’s Day & 1/19/09 for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

Marks, Coronato Saluted
At Council’s Final Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato bid farewell last week as
their tenures on the township council
came to an end after a combined 20
years of service.

Rather than delivering more tradi-
tional remarks to cap his nine years as
mayor and 12 on the governing body,
Mr. Marks — in an effort, he admitted,
to avoid getting too emotional — in-
stead summed up the highlights and
accomplishments of his tenure by en-
compassing them within a parody of
“’Twas The Night Before Christmas.”

The mayor touched upon the mu-
nicipal building renovations, new ball
fields and the renovations to the parks,
the upgraded Scotch Plains Televi-
sion station, improvements at the
Scotch Plains Public Library, where,
he said, “under Director [Meg]
Kolaya, circulation numbers keep
getting hiya and hiya [higher and
higher]” and the township volunteers,
who he said were “all worth a toast.”

The mayor concluded, “So to those
watching from home and those clearly
in sight, thank you for letting me be
your mayor and…Merry Christmas
to all, and to all a good night.” After a
standing ovation from his fellow coun-
cil members and the few dozen resi-
dents in attendance, including former
mayors William McClintock, Gabe
Spera and Mauro Checchio, former
township manager Thomas Atkins,
former councilman Frank Rossi and
Mr. Marks’ wife and two children, the
mayor moved for adjournment.

Earlier, at the December 23 meet-
ing, Mrs. Coronato thanked township
voters for twice electing her to the
council and also thanked the profes-
sional staff, describing them as “won-
derful, capable and very competent.”
Mrs. Coronato said she would con-
tinue to serve on the planning board,
where she will be able to continue
addressing the affordable housing
mandates that first got her involved in
local politics more than 20 years ago.

Prior to Mr. Marks’ and Mrs.
Coronato’s remarks, both were sa-
luted by several township officials,
past and present. Mr. Atkins, who
retired in September after 28 years,
called Mr. Marks “the best mayor I
ever worked with” and said he “can’t
imagine the governing body of this
town not having Marty Marks.”

Mr. Rossi, who served with both
Mrs. Coronato and Mr. Marks, said
they “truly represent the best of this
community” and pointed to their “pas-
sion, commitment, dedication and
love” for the township. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse thanked them
for “your advocacy for the school
district and our students.”

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said the word “passion” came to mind

when thinking of Mrs. Coronato,
while “competence” was the word he
said best described the mayor.

Township Manager Michael
Capabianco told the mayor that of the
35 different mayors he had worked
with over the years in various capaci-
ties, “you are head and shoulders
more talented than any mayor I have
encountered.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss told
Mrs. Coronato she was “dignity and
class personified,” while telling the
mayor that even though they are from
different political parties, he never felt
it had an impact on the way they worked
together the past two years. Mr. Strauss
called the mayor “a strong leader”
who was “dedicated to the town.”

Mayor-elect Nancy Malool called
Mrs. Coronato a “passionate advo-
cate for the people of Scotch Plains”
and told Mayor Marks that he had
“represented us so well.”  Council-
man Kevin Glover was absent from
last Tuesday’s meeting.

The council’s reorganization meet-
ing will be held today, January 1, at 1
p.m.,  Mrs. Malool will be sworn in as
mayor, while Mary DePaola will be-
gin her four-year term on the council.
It is expected that Dominick Bratti
will be selected to fill Mrs. Malool’s
council seat.

Retiring Rec Commission
Director Zazzali Looks Back

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As he wraps
up 11 years as chairman of the
township’s recreation commission, Ed
Zazzali, in considering the main
achievements of his tenure, points to
the establishment nine years ago of
the township’s open space trust fund,
the more recent development of the
first lit and artificial turf fields and
the ongoing shared recreation efforts
between Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Mr. Zazzali, whose third five-year
term on the commission expires to-
day, January 1, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he is leaving “be-
cause it is the right time to go. I never
thought I would stay this long.” He
said career and family obligations are
taking more time. “I really don’t feel
like I am leaving [the commission],”
he said, “just giving others in the
community the opportunity to bring
fresh ideas to Scotch Plains.”

At last week’s township council
meeting, Mr. Zazzali was saluted by
council members and leaders of local
youth sports leagues. Former town-
ship manager Thomas Atkins, who
first appointed Mr. Zazzali to his rec-
reation commission post 15 years ago,
said, “No volunteer that I worked
with worked harder and did more for
the community” than Mr. Zazzali.

Mike Dempsey, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association, called Mr. Zazzali a
“true leader,” while Andy Weber of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse
Club thanked Mr. Zazzali for his ef-
forts in getting the new program up
and running.

Jim Fawcett, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association,
said that while the young players may
“not realize how fortunate they are to
have a person like Ed representing
them, we do,” referring to the parents,
the coaches and others involved in
running the program.

Township Parks and Recreation
Director Ray Poerio called Mr.
Zazzali “a mentor to me, an ex-
ample to my staff and the perfect
boss.” Mr. Poerio presented Mr.
Zazzali with a framed montage of
photographs of the various recre-
ation projects completed over the
past eight years, including Memo-
rial Park, the miniature golf facility
at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
the Jerseyland Park expansion and
the renovations at several other
parks and ballfields.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, the
governing body’s liaison to the recre-
ation commission, told Mr. Zazzali
that township residents “owe you a
debt of gratitude.”

Speaking this week to The Leader

and The Times, Mr. Zazzali was un-
able to pinpoint one specific achieve-
ment as being bigger than any other.
“But I can tell you, it was always fun
to accomplish any goal when others
felt it would be impossible to do,” he
said.

 He said the township’s open space
trust fund “definitely gave us the abil-
ity to enhance the dollars spent on
recreation opportunities in town be-
cause we could maximize dollars
spent with matching grants that were
available.”

Mr. Zazzali said that working with
Fanwood, the board of education and
Union County “has brought tremen-
dous value to each entity.”

And he added that, “having a few
lighted fields for the community to
enjoy for multiple sports functions
gives me great satisfaction because I
never had this growing up in Scotch
Plains.” He called the development of
the township’s first artificial turf fields
“a monumental effort.”

“To see where we are today cer-
tainly gives us a sense of achieve-
ment, and if I was a small part of that,
so be it,” Mr. Zazzali said.

When asked if he had any regrets or
wished that certain issues had been
addressed, Mr. Zazzali said he had none.

“It took incredible cooperation with
multiple entities to achieve what we
have done these past 15 years. There
was many a frustrating day when I
thought efforts were going to be wasted,
but somehow we found a way to make
it work.” He said patience is required
“when you are trying to get things done
in municipal government. It takes per-
sistence, and sometimes pushing harder
was a recipe for failure.”

He said, “Most people think deci-
sions were made in a vacuum, but we
always listened to what the commu-
nity was saying. That was the beauty
of a volunteer commission. We al-
ways tried to keep the political ideas
out of our decisions because we
wanted to do things in the best inter-
est of all.”

Mr. Zazzali said it was difficult to
“understand or appreciate the level of
detail we evaluate before deciding if
a project was worth the taxpayer dol-
lars involved. It was always a group
effort with our commission, the town
council and the town manager.”

Summing up, Mr. Zazzali said he
was “honored that someone had
enough faith in me to be considered
for a role on the commission.” He
said working with Mr. Atkins “gave
me a newfound appreciation for work-
ing in municipal government,” while
“having Recreation Director Ray
Poerio here to lead us through several
exciting projects for the community
was a gift I will always treasure.” But
now, he concluded, “it is time to pass
the torch to new ideas, and a new
commitment to the town.”

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOND MEMORIES…Retiring Scotch Plains Recreation Commission Chairman
Ed Zazzali speaks to the township council last week after receiving a resolution of
appreciation for his 15 years of service.

DWC Budget ‘Flat’ in ’09;
Use of Surplus Questioned

By PAUL J. PEYTON and WAYNE
BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A Westfield coun-
cilman has questioned the use of sur-
plus funds by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) in its 2009 bud-
get. The $390,590 spending plan, ap-
proved on December 22 by the DWC
via a 7-0 vote, dedicated suplus funds
of  $188,000 for future downtown
capital improvement projects, DWC
officials said.

Councilman Sal Caruana, chair-
man of the council’s finance commit-
tee, said he asked the DWC at a De-
cember 15 finance committee meet-
ing to apply some of its 2008 surplus
to the 2009 budget “to create tax
relief for our ailing downtown busi-
nesses/property owners” and to uti-
lize the same funds “to increase pro-
motions to help businesses, while not
increasing the SID (Special Improve-
ment District) tax for this purpose.”
Instead, he said, the DWC has ear-
marked the money, thus removing the
opportunity for it to be used to help
downtown property owners struggling
in the current economy. “And that
was a very unsympathetic response,”
he said. “That money belongs to the
[downtown] taxpayers. It’s not DWC
money.”

He said the council’s finance com-
mittee has requested that independent
boards, such as the DWC, the recre-
ation commission and the Westfield
Memorial Library Board of Directors,
use their surplus in 2009 “in order to
reduce property tax increases.”

Mr. Caruana said in an e-mail that
the DWC board voted instead to “re-
strict surplus to future capital improve-
ments, thus making any portion of it
unavailable to provide tax relief to its
constituents in 2009 or thereafter.”

Councilman Caruana said he found
“both the urgency and timing of this
move are highly suspicious.”

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said the surplus dates back to
2004, when an audit revealed the town
had missed a payment of taxes col-
lected for the DWC. She said rather
than spend all of the money, the DWC
has invested the money in Certificates
of Deposit to generate interest income.

She said the DWC has used the
surplus and interest to offset increases
in operating expenses while also keep-
ing funds available for a $315,000
payment to the town for the southside
streetscape and other projects.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the DWC agreed to pay half of
the cost of the improvement projects,
which is slated to be done this year.
The town plans to go to bid for the
work, estimated at $600,000, by the
end of the month.

Ms. Cronin said if the DWC was to
appropriate all of the funds rather than
roll over unspent monies, the DWC
might not have enough funds to repay
the town for the streetscape work and

maintain flat budgets. She said the board
is restricted by state statutes from in-
creasing its budget more than 10 per-
cent over the previous year, amounting
to $19,000 over the 2008 budget. She
said the the DWC budget and the SID
taxes have remained flat since 2006.

Councilman Caruana said the DWC
would be able to repay the town over
15 years at $22,000 per year and,
thus, should not be keeping its re-
serve for that purpose.

At the December 22 meeting, Ms.
Cronin asked Mr. Gildea about the ris-
ing tax rate being applied to properties
in the SID. Mr. Gildea replied that tax
appeals have impacted the total amount
of taxes collected in the district.

A chart compiled by Ms. Cronin
showed total property valuations in
the SID dropping from a high of
$91,631,200 in 2004 to $87,417,000
in 2008. Mr. Gildea said he antici-
pates this trend would continue in
2009, and that the impact of 2008
appeals would affect the rate prop-
erty owners will be charged in 2009.
The assessment rate has risen from
0.434 percent in 2006 to 0.447 per-
cent in 2008.

Commenting on creating a budget
without an increase, Board Chairman
Dominick Verdic said, “I believe we
gave back by holding the line of the
budget for four years.”

Town Councilman Frank Arena, the
council’s liaison to the DWC, re-
sponded, “I agree with you, Dominick,
four years in a row, very responsible.”

According to documents released
at the December 22 meeting, the most
significant changes in the budget are
a reduction of $10,000 in the allot-
ment for façade renovation grants,
halving that line item to $10,000. The
regional advertising program will also
be cut from $48,000 to $38,000, with
the remaining $10,000 diverted to a
new “economic slowdown program.”

The promotional program imple-
mentation line item is set to rise by
$3,000, to $51,872. The DWC said it
anticipates a reduction of interest in-
come from $9,500 to $7,500, which
will be partially offset by a $500
anticipated rise in rental of the DWC’s
conference room. Officials also said
they expected that the operating bud-
get carryover, which was $2,230 in
2008, will disappear.

Employee costs are slated to rise
$3,300, to $141,500, with indirect
costs also rising by slightly over $900,
but more than offset by a $1,145
reduction in employee benefits. A
reduction of nearly two-thirds is slated
for the community relations line item.

The annual reorganization meet-
ing for the DWC has been scheduled
for Thursday, January 29, and deter-
mination of the rest of the meeting
schedule will be made at the reorga-
nization meeting. It is expected that
the board will choose to eliminate the
August meeting, cutting the number
of meetings to 11 in 2009.

Dog Licenses Due
 For 2009 in January
GARWOOD — The Borough of

Garwood has announced that dog li-
censes are due during January. All dogs
in the borough must be licensed. To
obtain or renew a license, visit the mu-
nicipal clerk’s office in the municipal
building at 403 South Avenue, Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proof of rabies vaccination is re-
quired. The vaccine must cover the
first 10 months of the licensing year.
Fees for 2009 are $17.20 for spayed/
neutered dogs and $20.20 for non-
spayed/non-neutered dogs. Dogs must
be licensed by January 31, and all
unlicensed dogs are subject to fines
issued by the Garwood Police De-
partment. Additionally, dogs licensed
after January 31, will be charged a $5
late fee. For more information, call
(908) 789-0710.

Mirabella to Serve as
Freeholder Chairman
ELIZABETH — Union County

Freeholder Chairman-elect Al
Mirabella will announce his  initiatives
during the board’s reorganization meet-
ing this Sunday, January 4, at 1 p.m.  in
the chambers of Superior Court Judge
Walter Barisonek at the county court-
house.

 Freeholders Angel Estrada, Nancy
Ward and Rick Proctor will be sworn in
for new terms, and Dan Sullivan will
serve as freeholder vice-chairman.

NJ Parents Seek Choice
On Mandatory Immunizations

SPRINGFIELD – State legisla-
tors are taking a close look at the
Conscientious Exemption to Man-
datory Immunization, Assembly bill
no. 260 and Senate bill no. 1071,
after being pressured by an increas-
ing number of parents concerned
about the health risks of too many
shots for children.

On Tuesday, January 13, at 6:15
p.m., at Presbyterian Church in
Springfield, the New Jersey Chapter
of the Holistic Moms Network, will
host Habakus who will lead a semi-
nar on informed consent in vaccina-
tion entitled, “A Vaccination Semi-
nar: What Choices Do Parents
Have?”

Valeri Sewald of Westfield is help-
ing to organize the seminar. She is the
mother of two children and a member
of the Holistic Moms Network.

“As a parent, I should have a say as
to what is injected into my child;
especially when several of the cur-
rent mandated vaccines are contro-
versial. Parents should have a vac-
cine choice,” Ms. Sewald said.

The discussion comes at a time
when many parents are discovering
that their children attending day care
or preschool are required to receive
the flu shot.

 Parents are concerned about au-
tism. In New Jersey one in 60 boys
and one in 94 children has autism —
the highest rate ever documented in
the U.S. Walter Zahorodny, a psy-
chologist at the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey,
said of his recent study for the CDC
on autism rates in the state that “this
should be understood as a public
health crisis.”


