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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
September 18, 2008 – SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL RACE...Asw. Linda Stender
of Fanwood (D-LD-22) and Senator Leonard Lance (R-LD-23) debated in Scotch
Plains. Mr. Lance won the election, maintaining GOP control of the Seventh District.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
November 1, 2008 – HI-FIVE...President Bill Clinton, right, and New Jersey
Governor Jon Corzine exchanged greetings during the campaign rally for Linda
Stender for Congress in Cranford at Union County College.

Katie Rogers for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
June 19, 2008 – READY FOR GRADUATION...The new Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School fields were updated with new turf in 2008 and were in great shape for
the 2008 graduation ceremony.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
September 4, 2008 – SKY HIGH...Riders got a thrill on the amusement rides at the
34th Annual Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day.

AUGUST
Westfield

The Westfield Historical Society
told the town council that the restora-
tion of the 1870’s Italianate-style
Reeve House and construction of a car-
riage house would cost $1.3 million. A
half-million dollars was still needed in
fundraising.

The Cheeburger Cheeburger restau-
rant, located in the North Avenue Train
Station Plaza, closed suddenly. The
1950’s diner-themed restaurant had
operated in that location since Decem-
ber 2004.

Arthur Fried died at the age of 95.
Mr. Fried was the Democratic Party’s
candidate for Westfield mayor in 1960
and, later, was elected a Union County
freeholder. He also served on the
Westfield zoning board of adjustment.

Scotch Plains
Michael Capabianco was hired as

the new township manager replacing
Tom Atkins, who retired after 28 years.
Mr. Capabianco had been the shared
services coordinator for the Hunterdon
County Chamber of Commerce and
was previously a borough manager for
two years in Folcroft, Pa.

Police said someone stole 15 to 20
laptop computers from Park Middle
School overnight. School Detective Lieu-
tenant Brian Donnelly said no sensitive
material or important personal informa-
tion was contained on the laptops.

Fanwood
Fanwood Councilman Anthony

Parenti, the borough’s former police
chief, proposed legislation to change
how the revenue stream in New Jersey
municipal courts is calculated. He said
revenue is currently divided 50 percent
to towns and 50 percent to county gov-
ernment. Mr. Parenti proposed 80 per-
cent of the revenue go to municipalities
and 20 percent to counties.

Mountainside
Mayor Robert Viglianti took offense

to a petition filed in opposition to the
borough’s first-annual Volunteer Ap-
preciation Day, planned for August 16
at the community pool. One-hundred-
and-eleven individuals who objected to
the borough closing the pool signed the
petition. “I am very upset that a small
group of people led this drive to dis-
honor what was intended to be a small
‘thank you’ to those who volunteer their
time for the community,” Mayor
Viglianti responded.

Timothy Black, a 16-year-old
Mountainside driver, died from inju-
ries sustained in a one-car accident on
Route 22 in Springfield.

Two men who were drag racing on
Route 22 in Mountainside in 2007, and
fled the scene after another car lost
control and crashed off the highway,
were indicted by a Union County grand
jury. Two other men, ages 18 and 20,
were killed in the accident.

Garwood
The borough council approved an

amended 2008 municipal budget. Un-
der the $6.8-million budget, municipal
taxes will increase $177 on a house
assessed at $100,000.

The board of education announced
the hiring of Mary Emmons as princi-
pal of Lincoln School, filling the va-
cancy created by Teresa Quigley’s el-
evation to superintendent in May. Ms.
Emmons was given a salary of $88,000.

Union County
The board of chosen freeholders ap-

proved the implementation phase of the
Union County Economic and
Workforce Competitiveness Project,
developed by the John J. Heldrich Cen-
ter for Workforce Development at

Rutgers University. The center recom-
mended the county develop a health
career center and use the existing retail-
skills center to train workers in sales
and customer-service jobs in the “high-
wage wholesale trade sector.”

Two Union County employees pled
guilty in State Superior Court for their
roles in smuggling tobacco products
into the Union County jail.

Area
The New Jersey Turnpike Authority

(NJTA) Board of Commissioners
named Ken Rotter of Westfield as act-
ing executive director of the NJTA on
July 22. He succeeded Michael Lapolla,
also of Westfield, who left the NJTA to
join a private transportation company.

Advance Publications, Inc. an-
nounced plans to sell The Star-Ledger
of Newark unless 26 percent, or 200
members, of the 750-person staff ac-
cepted buyouts by October 1. In the
end, the paper was able to achieve the
desired buyouts and did not close.

Annette Quijano edged out Eliza-
beth Councilwoman Patricia Perkins-
Auguste in a special Democratic com-
mittee election to fill the 20th Legisla-
tive District seat, through November,
left vacant by the resignation of Assem-
blyman Neil Cohen (LD-20, Roselle).
Cohen resigned in July after reports
that child pornography was discovered
on his legislative office computer. The
district includes Elizabeth, Union,
Roselle and Kenilworth. Ms. Quijano
won a special election in November
over Union resident Linda Gaglione, a
Republican and current Union Town-
ship Board of Education president, and
will now serve the remaining year on
Mr. Cohen’s term.

Opposition started to grow against
legislation (S-1976), sponsored by
Senator Jeff Van Drew (LD-1, Cape
May), which would impose a $40 sur-
charge on all motor vehicle violations
issued statewide to fund policing in
rural communities, as well as provide
grants to paid, full-time police depart-
ments for property-tax relief.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) board revealed that
a postponed chemical feed system
needed for odor control could cost about
$7 million more than anticipated. The
RVSA decided in September to remove
the current contractor, Holmdel-based
E.E. Cruz and Company.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

The town council introduced an ordi-
nance to roll back the enforcement on
employee parking spaces in Lot 8
(Verizon lot) to 4:30 p.m. in response to
downtown shopkeepers who said part-
time employees had difficulty finding
adequate parking, especially at night.

Westfield Memorial Library officials
announced that the library would even-
tually receive the bulk of its energy
from solar panels. The library’s arrange-
ment would call for a roughly 60 per-
cent solar/ 40 percent electric split,
depending on the amount of panels
placed.

WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
chairwoman Sharon Stockwell re-
quested that the town council integrate
a vacant-buildings ordinance with the
land use task force’s recommendations.

Scotch Plains
Kimberly Richards was hired as the

new Terrill Middle School assistant
principal. She was previously with the
Morris school district, which covers
Morristown, Morris Township and
Morris Plains schools.

The township received construction

estimates of $1.34 million in upgrades
for the north-side firehouse building
and $261,000 for renovations to the
south-side building. An additional
$250,000 was included for solar panels
for the north-side facility.

Three workers were seriously in-
jured in a fire at the Lamberts Mill
Village Garden apartments on Spruce
Mill Lane. Antonio Menjivar, 25, sus-
tained burns to 80 percent of his body,
while the other two workers, Fredy
Garcia, 33, and Jose Guardado, 25,
sustained burns to over 30 percent of
their bodies. Mr. Menjivar later died of
his injuries. Authorities said the fire
began while the men were removing
varnish from a first-floor apartment.
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis said the men
were using a solvent containing ac-
etone, which was ignited by a pilot light
from a water heater.

Township Manager Michael
Capabianco said the township’s contri-
butions to the state’s two pension pro-
grams would increase nearly 15 per-
cent in 2009, nearly double the state-
wide average.

Fanwood
One of the last remaining properties

in the redevelopment of Fanwood’s
downtown was sold, paving the way for
construction of a third mixed-use build-
ing on South Avenue. Charles and Mar-
garet Cobb sold the property, at 254 and
256 South Avenue, to Fanwood Village
Investors, LLC, for $1 million. Plans
include 9,700 square feet of retail space
at the street level with two upper floors
containing business condominium units.

Fanwood business owner, Lee Marks,
55, was arrested and charged with mul-
tiple counts of sex crimes against mi-
nors following a six-month investiga-
tion. He was charged with sexual as-
sault, aggravated criminal sexual con-
tact, endangering the welfare of a child
and multiple acts of lewdness and a
disorderly-persons offense. Marks op-
erated Laser Design, Inc., a home-based
business he started out of his garage in
1988.

Mountainside
The board of education approved the

hiring of Mary Humphries as the
district’s supervisor of special services
at a salary of $104,481.

With one dissenting vote and one
abstention, the seven-member board
of education approved adding the po-
sition of staff accountant at a salary of
$65,000. Board members Carmine
Venes and Joseph Tinnirella, chair-
man of the personnel sub-committee,
questioned the necessity of hiring a
staff accountant to assist in maintain-
ing the district’s books during a period
of fiscal challenges.

Garwood
The borough council voted 4-2

against a resolution calling for certain
members of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders to be elected by
district. The two “yes” votes came from
the resolution’s sponsors, councilmen
Anthony Sytko, a Republican, and
Stephen Napolitano, a Democrat.

Union County
The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-

fice proposed a new $4.5-million child
advocacy center to replace an aging
facility in Elizabeth. Preliminary plans
call for construction of an 11,000-
square-foot facility in Elizabeth that
would be accessible from the court-
house and prosecutor’s office. The cur-
rent center measures 2,400 square feet.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow announced the formation
of a special homicide taskforce to com-
bat the rate of unsolved murders in the
county. The taskforce, made up of po-
lice officers from throughout the county,
as well as members of the prosecutor’s
office, handles all new and unresolved
homicides in the county. Mr. Romankow
blamed the increased murder rate on
gang activity, estimating that 40 per-
cent of the homicides in the county are
gang-related, compared with 20 per-
cent statewide.

OCTOBER
Westfield

Atlantic Container Lines (ACL) pur-
chased a 41,000-square-foot building
on Cardinal Drive in Westfield for its
new headquarters. A specialized carrier
of containers, oversized cargo, heavy
equipment and vehicles, the company
services shipping routes between North
America and Europe and between North
America and West Africa, while also
providing oversized service to the Medi-
terranean and South America.

Linda Augustine of downtown
Westfield told town council members
that living conditions in the vicinity of
Starbucks had been compromised by
what she described as the disruptive
behavior of juveniles; she appealed to
officials to impose stricter anti-loiter-
ing laws and consider enforcing a cur-
few. Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
shared her sentiments.

On the heels of the success of its
Halloween festivities, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation stated its inten-
tion to focus on plans to bring shoppers
and diners into the downtown.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

of Education voted to approve a pro-

posal to establish both a girls’ and a
boys’ junior varsity lacrosse team at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
for the spring of 2009.

It was reported during a meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education that incidents of violence
had decreased in the school district
from the 2006-2007 school year and
that the district had also seen a decrease
in incidents involving weapons and sub-
stance abuse, although there was an
increase in vandalism.

Democratic candidates for mayor and
township council opted not to partici-
pate in a candidates’ forum sponsored
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and the League of Women Voters.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
broke ground on October 28, at its main
facility, located on Martine Avenue.
The new building will include a second
pool, the Gym Jams Preschool, pro-
gram space and staff offices.

Fanwood
Fanwood business owner Lee Marks,

55, who had initially been arrested Sep-
tember 19 on various charges related to
alleged sexual contact with children,
was re-arrested at his home after an
investigation revealed 18 victims.

Mayor Colleen Mahr confirmed that
“site remediation” work was underway
at the former Dean Oil property at
LaGrande and Second Avenues, where
the Station Square townhouses will be
constructed.

The two Democrat and two Republi-
can candidates vying for open seats on
the borough council faced off in a tele-
vised debate that covered topics rang-
ing from the municipal budget, state
aid, downtown redevelopment and the
possible merger of Fanwood with an-
other area community.

Mountainside
The governing body indicated that

personnel decisions would likely come
under increased scrutiny during the next
budget cycle. It was noted that
Mountainside and other smaller mu-
nicipalities could expect a dip in tax
revenues as a result of expected job
losses and the housing crisis.

Union County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders adopted a $33.4-million
bond ordinance for the implementation
of the county’s annual capital budget.

Dennis Kobitz, deputy administrator
of the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, revealed that the county was ex-
periencing “unprecedented” numbers
of new voter registrations as the dead-
line neared to cast ballots in the historic
2008 General Election on November 4.

The six candidates for Union County
freeholder shared their views on such
topics as shared services, freeholder
salaries and county spending during a
90-minute debate held in Cranford.

Area
Governor Jon Corzine debuted a new

ethics-reform package that extended
restrictions on political contributions
by companies and individuals seeking
contracts from the state down to the
municipal and school-district level.

Matthew J. Rinaldo, Jr., a former 10-
term Republican Congressman, died at
the age of 77 of complications from
Parkinson’s disease. He represented the
12th Congressional District for 20 years.
With redistricting in 1980, the 12th
District became the modern-day Sev-
enth District, which includes parts of
Union County.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

Edward Tranchina, director of ath-
letics at Westfield High School (WHS),
announced that WHS sports teams,
excluding the football team, would
play in the newly created Greater Union
County Conference with Elizabeth,
Union, Linden, Plainfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Cranford, St.
Patrick’s, Rahway, Governor
Livingston, Hillside, A.L. Johnson,
Union Catholic, Roselle, Roselle
Catholic, Roselle Park, New Provi-
dence, Jonathan Dayton, Oak Knoll,
David Brearley, Oratory Prep and St.
Mary.

Westfield’s football team will fall
under the Mid State 40 Football
Conference’s Watchung Division with
Elizabeth, Linden, Union, Plainfield,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The Mid
State 40 also encompasses the Dela-
ware, Raritan, Mountain, Valley, Union
and Hills divisions. Westfield will no
longer play Newark’s Shabazz, East
Side, Irvington and Kearny, but instead
will play schools further west.

Vice Principal of Westfield High
School (WHS) Joan Carrion announced
her resignation effective January 2, 2009.
WHS English teacher Jeremy Davies
was promoted to the post in December.

Linda Augustine, representing the
Downtown Westfield Residential and
Commercial Tenants’ Association,
called for the termination of Robert
Cockren as the legal counsel for the
town. She said her comments were in
response to Mr. Cockren’s statement
regarding enacting anti-loitering laws.
Mr. Cockren had remarked that an en-
tity could not infringe on people’s con-
stitutional rights to assemble.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh re-
tired after 15 years with the town.

Scotch Plains
Republican Councilwoman Nancy

Malool defeated Democratic Council-
man Kevin Glover in the battle to re-
place Republican Mayor Martin Marks,
who did not seek a third mayoral term.
Newcomer Mary DePaola, a Republi-
can, beat Democrat Theresa Mullen to
win the council seat being vacated by
Paulette Coronato.

Newark and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school districts reached an agreement
on a make-up date for the football game
between Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and Malcolm X
Shabazz High School
after the game was can-
celled following a num-
ber of murders in New-
ark. The game was
played on November
21, at 4 p.m. at
Untermann Field in
Newark. SPFHS won
the game, 43-21.

Firefighters from five
towns battled a fire in a
vacant North Avenue
house. The blaze, extin-
guished in 90 minutes,
began in a wall-based
light switch on the first
floor and spread through
the space between the
wall and roof, engulf-
ing the second floor in
the process.

The community rallied to raise funds
for Wil Kehler, a 5-year-old Westfielder
diagnosed with Osteosarcoma, a rare
bone cancer in his left femur. The boy is
the grandson of the late Westfield High
School coach Gary Kehler. Fundraisers
raised more than $45,000 to offset Will’s
medical treatments at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center in New York
City. An anonymous donor agreed to
match every donation up to $10,000.

Fanwood
Incumbent Council President Joan

Wheeler and Russell Huegel, both
Democrats, defeated Republicans Rob-
ert Manduca and Mike
Lee Szuch in the quest
for two council seats.

Mountainside
Republican Council-

men Keith Turner and
Paul Mirabelli were re-
elected to the borough
council. Both candi-
dates were running un-
opposed for three-year
terms.

Garwood
Democrats Jonathan

Linken and Louis
Petruzzelli edged out
Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi and Timo-
thy Hak for two open
seats on the borough
council.

Ed Friedman, a Garwood resident
and operations manager for renewable
energy company EcoKinetix, advised
the council that the borough could ei-
ther purchase solar panels for its mu-
nicipal buildings at a cost of between
$800,000 and $1.2 million or enter into
a “power purchasing agreement” with
a private company, which would install
the panels and then sell energy to the
borough at a reduced rate.

The board of education announced
that the negotiations committee had
reached a tentative agreement with the
Garwood Education Association re-
garding a new contract.

Union County
Union County Freeholders Angel

Estrada, Rick Proctor and Nancy Ward
defeated Republicans John Russitano,
Michael Yakubov and Joseph
Franchino.

A libel lawsuit filed by Sebastian
D’Elia, public information officer for
the Union County freeholders, against
Tina Renna of Cranford and Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, two vocal crit-
ics of county government, was thrown
out of court following oral arguments
before State Superior Court Judge
Marianne Espinosa in Elizabeth. Mr.
D’Elia filed the lawsuit in response to
written comments about him posted on
an Internet blog, “The County Watch-
ers.”

Prosecutors filed criminal complaints
against two teachers in the Linden pub-
lic school system after an investigation
revealed that they had tampered with
records to increase overtime pay.

Area
Democrat Barack Obama defeated

Republican John McCain to become
the nation’s 44th President and the first
African American to hold the office.
Mr. Obama will be sworn into office on
January 20, 2009, along with Vice-Presi-
dent Elect Joseph Biden.

Republican State Senator Leonard
Lance defeated Democratic Assembly-
woman Linda Stender to maintain the
GOP’s control of New Jersey’s Seventh
Congressional District, capturing the
seat being vacated by the retiring U.S.
Rep. Mike Ferguson.

Governor Jon Corzine announced a
proposal to defer 50 percent of county
and municipal employee pension pay-
ments in April 2009. The proposal
would require approval by the State

Rep. Matthew Rinaldo, Jr.
died at 77, October 13, 2008

Michael Capabianco named
Scotch Plains Township

Administrator, August 7, 2008.

Legislature and would require 100
percent funding by 2012.

Former State Senator Wayne Bryant
(D-Camden), the former chairman of
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
was convicted on charges that he ac-
cepted no-show political jobs in order
to boost his income and his pension.

U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Chris
Christie announced his resignation ef-
fective December 2.

DECEMBER
Westfield

Carol Salvaggio was named acting
court administrator, replacing longtime

court administrator
Linda Chieffo, who re-
tired.

The town council ap-
proved a new four-year
contract with the Com-
munication Workers of
America, retroactive to
2008. The new contract
includes 2 percent hikes
in 2008, 2009 and 2010,
as well as a 2.5 percent
increase in the final year
of the contract, in addi-
tion to increases as em-
ployees advance upward
in the 15-step pay scale
system.

The Westfield Police
Department reported a
114 percent hike in bur-

glaries since October 1 of this year.
Scotch Plains

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education approved an expansion plan
for the district’s preschool program. The
goal of the expansion plan is to enroll 90
percent eligible, at-risk 3- and 4-year-
old preschoolers by the 2013-2014
school year.

The township council approved a
resolution authorizing a deer census to
be conducted in more than a dozen
neighborhoods in Scotch Plains where
deer have been sighted.

Dominick Bratti, a member of the
planning board since 2004, is slated to

fill the vacancy on the
township council being
vacated by Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool
when she becomes
mayor today, January 1,
2009.

Fanwood
The Seafarer

Chippery shut its doors
and posted a “for sale”
sign in the building’s
main window facing
South Avenue.

The planning and zon-
ing board of adjustment
voted to approve the
Housing Plan Element
of the Master Plan, which
includes the borough’s
Council on Affordable

Housing (COAH) obligations. Fanwood
is required by COAH calculations to pro-
vide 26 affordable-housing units, based
on projected residential and non-residen-
tial growth over the next 10 years.

Mountainside
The borough council appointed two

new patrolmen at $36,254 each. Both
men were hired to fill the positions of two
patrolmen who retired this year. Officials
said the hiring’s bring the force back up to
22 patrolmen and reduces the
department’s dependence on overtime.
The borough incurred more than $100,000
in unexpected overtime costs in 2008.

Garwood
In an effort to cut costs, Borough

Council President and Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio recommended that
Garwood offer payments to municipal
employees who voluntarily opt out of
the borough’s health insurance program.
Ms. Villaggio said these payments rep-
resent less than 50 percent of the
borough’s current expenditures on
health insurance for employees.

The borough’s combined payment to
the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System (PFRS) and the Public Employ-
ees’ Retirement System (PERS) will
decrease by roughly $40,000 in 2009.

Union County
Members of the board of chosen free-

holders did not give themselves pay
raises for 2009, but they approved giv-
ing department heads raises of between
1.5 and 6 percent.

The board also approved resolutions
totaling more than $500,000 for county-
sponsored entertainment in 2009.

In an effort to reduce expenses, the
board approved a resolution to offer a
retirement package to 88 eligible, non-
union county employees. Workers who
accept the offer would have 100 per-
cent of their healthcare costs covered
by the county.

Area
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-

thority board voted to reappoint Weiner,
Lesniak LLP of Parsippany as counsel
after a vote to replace them with an-
other firm fell short.

The Cranford zoning board of ad-
justment rejected a 120-foot cell tower
monopole proposed in a residential
neighborhood at the Cranford Swim
Club following a yearlong hearing pro-
cess in front of a large constituency of
Cranford and Westfield residents.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOO...In late October, everyone from clowns, witches, catwoman and

Poison Ivy wished the readership a Happy Halloween.


