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Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
November 13, 2008 – FREEDOM IS NOT FREE...On Veterans Day in Scotch Plains, Don Wussler, right, unveiled a new clock
in honor of fellow Korean War veterans.  Inscribed on the new clock is the phrase “Freedom is not Free.”  Mr. Wussler, who
had spearheaded the fundraising, when addressing the large crowd of veterans and town officials, said he had exceeded his
initial goal of $15,000. “It’s been a long time coming, but it was worth it,” he told the crowd. To commemorate the festivities,
Westfield Bell ringer, Jack Panosh, back, brought the Westfield Town Bell to Scotch Plains. To view pictures online, see
goleader.com/photos.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
September 11, 2008 – SCOTCH PLAINS FIRE...Three men were injured in a
mid-morning blaze at Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments. The men were
removing varnish from a first-floor apartment when a solvent was iginted by a
water heater pilot light. Later, it was reported one worker died from his injuries.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
November 6, 2008 – PEOPLE’S CHOICE...Scotch Plains Mayor-Elect Nancy
Malool posed with her running mate, Mary DePaola, Mayor Martin Marks and
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato at the Scotch Hills Country Club upon hearing
that the voters selected them as the winning ticket. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs.
Coronato, Mrs. DePaola, Mrs. Malool and Mr. Marks.

John Maguire for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
November 6, 2008 – OFF TO D.C...Leonard Lance won the election for Congress
in New Jersey’s Seventh District representing the region. Mr. Lance received 51
percent of the vote. Linda Stender received 42 percent, and Michael Hsing
received 6 percent. Rep. Mike Ferguson is pictured at left, and Sen. Tom Kean,

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
August 21, 2008 – LONG TENURE…Scotch Plains Municipal Manager Tom
Atkins reviews computer documents in his office. He retired on August 29, after
28 years of running the township’s day-to-day operations.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
July 17, 2008 – NO LAYOFFS PLEASE…Phil Ugoni, representing Policemen’s
Benevolent Association (PBA) Local 123, foreground, addressed the Fanwood
Council, urging the council to consider the needs of the borough’s employees
when making the remaining budget cuts. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Councilman Anthony Parenti, Councilwoman Joan Wheeler and Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

2008 Year In Review: Part 2 – June to December
Lance Defeats Stender; Assemblyman Neil Cohen Arrested;

SP Apartment Fire Kills One Worker, Injures Two; Chippery Closes
JUNE

Scotch Plains
Officials from both Union County

and Scotch Plains gathered as youth
baseball players from the township
played the first game under the lights at
the renovated Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools field on Raritan Road.

Township council members approved
an ordinance to create a downtown Spe-
cial Improvement District by a 3-1-1
vote following a four-and-a-half-hour
public hearing.

Fanwood
The borough sent out layoff notices

to its 66 municipal employees. Mayor
Colleen Mahr blamed the action on a
30-percent hike in pension costs, rising
fuel and utility costs, and a cut in state-
aid figures. In the end, one borough

police officer was laid off.
Westfield

The planning board unanimously
approved a parking variance for
Xocolatz’s new location at 235 Elmer
Street. The variance consent was given
with the conditions that the restaurant
have a maximum seating of 60 and
valet parking available at peak times.

The board of education announced
the appointment of Scott White as direc-
tor of guidance at Westfield High School
(WHS) at a salary of $129,667, begin-
ning August 11. He replaced Steven
Maczynski, who moved out of state.

The board of education elevated Anita
O’Neal from interim status to permanent
assistant superintendent for curriculum
and instruction, agreeing on a two-year
contract at a yearly salary of $145,000.

Mountainside
Borough council members adopted

an ordinance to regulate the use of

Portable Containerized Property Stor-
age Facilities (PCPSF), which are usu-
ally in place during construction. The
ordinance prohibits residents from leav-
ing PCPSFs in their driveways for longer
than 30 days.

The board of education approved the
appointment of Robert Phillips as prin-
cipal of Deerfield School. Mr. Phillips
replaced Jeanette Baubles, who took
the place of former Chief School Ad-
ministrator Richard O’Malley.

The borough council adopted a $10.5-
million municipal budget, of which
nearly $6.5 million will be raised
through local property taxes, an in-
crease of roughly $800,000 from 2007.

The borough’s planning board unani-
mously denied Arirang Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar’s submittal

for a use variance. The restaurant wanted
to expand its business by turning the
12,000 square feet of unused space in
the basement into a banquet hall.

Garwood
The borough council approved a re-

duction in the mayor’s salary from
$2,400 to $1,800, and council salaries
from $2,000 to $1,500 each.

The board of education approved the
appointment of Mark Resnick as school
business administrator on an interim
basis, replacing Julia DePinto-Perez,
who resigned.

Union County
The board of chosen freeholders ap-

proved the acquisition of the 4,600-
square-foot American-Hungarian Citi-
zens Club and its grounds in Clark for
$625,000.

The Berkeley Aquatic Club signed
an agreement with the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA) to

purchase four acres of land for $1.6
million at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights.

Union County Republican Party
members re-elected Phil Morin of
Cranford to a third, two-year term.

Area
State Senator Leonard Lance (LD-

23, Clinton) won a seven-candidate
Republican primary to earn the right to
face Democratic State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) in
the Seventh District Congressional race
to succeed retiring Rep. Mike Ferguson
(R-New Providence).

Former Union County Freeholder and
ex-Plainfield councilman Adrian Mapp
defeated incumbent Third Ward Coun-
cilman Don Davis in the June 3 Demo-
cratic primary, while his running-mate,
Annie McWilliams, the daughter of the
late former mayor Al McWilliams, de-
feated Council President Harold Gibson
for an at-large council seat. Both were
victorious in the November General
Election.

Rahway Business Administrator Pe-
ter Pelissier resigned from the Board of
Commissioners of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA). In 2007,
Mr. Pelissier, who also serves as a con-
sultant to the Rahway redevelopment
agency, was ordered to repay $330,000
in pension payments after state offi-
cials had discovered he retired to a 23-
acre Montana ranch, but was receiving
almost the same income as a consultant
to the redevelopment agency.

The New Jersey Education Associa-
tion (NJEA) launched a statewide pro-
test to oppose three bills that would
have changed the formula used to cal-
culate pensions for certain public-
school employees.

The protests largely ended in suc-
cess, as the three bills that the NJEA
targeted during the protests were dis-
carded. The bill package that was passed
rose the age of retirement from 60 to 62
for future pension-fund members and
eliminated one paid holiday, Lincoln’s
birthday, from the state government
public employees’ working year as of
2011.

JULY
Westfield

The town council approved salaries
for library, police and salaried non-
union employees, as well as for the
mayor and council. Non-union full-
time employees saw a 3.75 percent
increase in pay; appointed part-time
employees, including the planning
board, board of adjustment and munici-
pal attorneys, prosecutor and defender,
were given a 3 percent pay hike; the
police and fire chiefs, along with both
deputy fire chiefs, saw a 4 percent pay
increase.

Meanwhile, the library’s board of
trustees approved salaries of $89,900
for the library director and $70,500 for
the assistant library director. Both rep-
resented 4 percent increases from 2007.

The Westfield Farmers’ Market
opened July 5 with less produce than
usual after the largest vendor –
Hackettstown-based Donaldson Farms
– was absent from the marketplace due
to a parking issue that escalated in the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,
which effectively banned one of
Donaldson’s employees.

A group of Westfield residents filed
a lawsuit against the town’s planning
board and a resident, seeking a reversal
of the board’s approval to subdivide
and create two new building lots on
Canterbury Lane off of Wychwood
Road. One of the lots would feature a
new home in front of the smaller of two
gatehouses at the East Broad Street
entrance to Wychwood.

Grand Marshal Alfred Riker of
Westfield, the chaplain of the Martin
Wallberg Post of the American Legion,
passed away on July 21. Mr. Riker gave
the opening prayer and benediction at
the 2003 Memorial Day ceremony,
which was held indoors. Mr. Riker also
was slated to be the 2009 parade’s Grand
Marshal.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

of Education (BOE) eliminated a full-
time assistant principal position at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Democrat Richard Samuel dropped
out of the fall campaign for township
council. Mr. Samuel was set to oppose
Republican Mary DePaola for the town-
ship council. Township Democrats se-
lected attorney Theresa Mullen to re-
place Mr. Samuel on the party’s No-
vember ticket.

The township council approved a one-
year extension to the Scotch Plains
Police Benevolent Association’s exist-
ing pact, which was set to expire at the
end of this year. The average salary
increase for police officers is 3.52 per-
cent.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes was among 25 members of the

National Superintendents Roundtable
who traveled to China on June 23
through July 1 to learn about the lan-
guage, history and culture of one of the
world’s oldest civilizations.

In the wake of increased enrollment
at Terrill Middle School, the school
district brought in four modular trail-
ers to serve as classrooms for the
2008-2009 school year.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Republican Commit-

tee named Mike Szuch to replace Joel
Stroz on the fall ticket to run for
Fanwood Borough Council. He joined
Robert Manduca in a race against
Democrats Joan Wheeler, an incum-
bent, and newcomer Russell Huegel.

The borough council approved an
ordinance to establish the position of
police dispatcher. Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said Fanwood and
Kenilworth were the only two Union
County municipalities to not have dis-
patchers.

Scotch Plains developer Paul
DiFrancesco filed a lawsuit in State
Superior Court in Elizabeth against the
Fanwood planning and zoning board of
adjustment for denying his site plan
application to construct a house fronting
onto the dead-end street of St. John’s
Place behind an existing home that
fronts onto Woodland Avenue.

The borough council introduced an
amended budget that calls for a 5.46
percent, or $1,252,498, hike in overall
taxes, including county, school and
municipal figures. A total of $5.3 mil-
lion will be raised in municipal taxes,
an increase of $727,003, or 15.9 per-
cent, over 2007.

Mountainside
Jason Hagg of Piscataway, the 35-

year-old youth director at Mountainside
Gospel Chapel, was arrested and
charged with having a relationship with
a 16-year-old youth group member.
Hagg was released after making
$100,000 bail. He is the son of the
chapel’s Minister Gregg Hagg.

Garwood
The board of education voted to

switch from Horizon to the state’s health
benefits plan for its employees to avoid
a 52 percent hike in the district’s health
plan premium.

Borough council members an-
nounced the borough would receive
$250,000 in extraordinary aid to help
further decrease the tax levy. Borough
Council President Kathleen Villaggio
said the additional aid, combined with
$251,550 in Consolidated Municipal
Property Tax Relief Aid and budget
cuts, would result in an average tax
increase for municipal services of $191
per home assessed at $100,000, instead
of $518.

The board of education voted to for-
mally approve the contract of Teresa
Quigley as the borough’s new superin-
tendent of schools. Ms. Quigley had
served as acting superintendent since
May 2007, after former superintendent
Wilfred Murphy became ill.

The planning board received resi-
dents’ input on the borough’s master
plan. When asked what type of devel-
opment they would like to see along
North and South Avenues, residents’

suggestions included flat-style apart-
ments, as well as community and recre-
ation facilities such as a borough swim-
ming pool.

Union County
The $4.3-million renovation of the

Garden State Parkway exit 135 in Clark
was completed. Four traffic lights were
added to ease confusion and regulate
traffic flow, as well as a connector road
for drivers through the middle of the
circle itself. The northbound exit ramps
were widened, and line striping was
added to control lanes.

After allegations that pornographic
images of children were found on his
legislative office computer, Democratic
Assemblyman Neil Cohen (LD-20,
Union) resigned from office. Cohen
was indicted in December.

The board of chosen freeholders ap-
proved a $437.8-million budget by an
8-0 tally, following a public hearing.
The budget is up $2.3 million over

2007, with county taxes increasing by
$13 million.

Area
The State Senate approved, by a tally

of 21-16, the biggest overhaul of the
state’s affordable-housing regulations
in 20 years. The legislation, A-500,
passed in a 44-34-2 Assembly vote.
Major changes in the bill include: the
elimination of Regional Contribution
Agreements (RCA’s); a 2.5 percent non-
residential development fee to fund
construction and renovation, and re-
vised growth-share rules stipulating one
affordable-housing unit to be con-
structed for every four market-rate units
and for every 16 jobs created.

U.S. District Judge William Martini
sentenced former State Senator and New-
ark Mayor Sharpe James to 27 months in
prison. James was also fined $100,000. In
a highly publicized trial, a jury convicted
James of fraud and conspiracy.
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