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Community Reaches Out to Support
Research for Rare Bone Disorder
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Reaching into
their hearts and their pocketbooks,
more than 200 area residents, as well
as friends and family from outside of
the community, gathered in the audi-
torium at Our Lady of Lourdes church
in Mountainside on Valentine’s Day
to attend the eighth annual comedy
show to benefit Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) re-
search.

Former Westfield resident Whitney
Weldon, 16, is afflicted with the rare
genetic condition, which causes
muscles and other connective tissue
to turn into bone. Longtime family
friend of the Weldons, Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, once again spear-
headed the annual event.

Mr. Whyte told the newspaper that
this year’s show of support raised nearly
$20,000 and to date, the fundraising
efforts have reached close to $200,000.

At the event, opening remarks pro-
vided an update on Whitney’s condi-
tion, highlighting that despite her pain,
Whitney maintains a never-ending de-

termination and positive outlook.
DJ husband-and-wife team Tony and

Marie Love, also known as “The Spin-
ners,” kept the party going throughout
the night. Photographer Christine Ness
donated a beautiful gift basket of hand-
made note cards featuring a distin-
guished collection of botanicals.

Opening acts for the three funnymen
booked as headliners included veteran
vocalist Joann Harris-Hauser of
Mountainside and Kassie Ciasulli, for-
merly of Mountainside. Both singers
serenaded the audience before Bobby
“Gonzo” introduced this year’s comic
lineup.

Eddie Gambino took the stage first,
followed by Brad Lowrey and the no-
table “Uncle Floyd.”

Monies raised will not only fund
research into finding a cure for FOP, but
will also benefit research for other
musculoskeletal disorders such as os-
teoporosis, osteoarthritis and rheuma-
toid arthritis.

To learn more about FOP and how to
help, log onto fop.org or weldonfop.org.
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A SEA OF RED…Mountainside resident Dana Kline, of Dana Kline’s Party Designs’ signature balloon creations, transformed
the Our Lady of Lourdes’s auditorium into a lively party room, set to host the eighth annual Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
research comedy show. Cecilia Robertson of Mountainside constructed and decorated chocolate houses for each table.

COMIC RELIEF…Comedy promoter
Bobby “Gonzo,” far right, stands with
his band of comic brothers, pictured,
left to right, Brad Lowrey, Eddie
Gambino and “Uncle Floyd” – head-
liners for this year’s annual comedy
show to benefit research for
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva.

Tony Award Nominee Assists
In SPFHS’s Guys and Dolls

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mary Lynn
Dobson, director of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s upcoming
spring production of the musical
Guys and Dolls, recently called on
her friend Gordon Weiss, profes-
sional actor and Tony Award nomi-
nee, to give feedback and combat
direction to cast members of the up-
coming show.

Mr. Weiss, who originated the role
of Vondo in the premiere of Ms.
Dobson’s play Two on the Aisle,
Three in a Van, spent three hours at a
rehearsal last week to give step-by-
step instruction on how to throw a
punch and receive one.

“How does that work for you?”
Mr. Weiss asked David Shapiro, who
plays the role of Big Jule in the
March production. “You’re givin’
him your back,” Mr. Weiss explained
in a gangster voice, explaining the
stance and motivation of the charac-
ter.

“You’ll get there…it will come,”
he encouraged. Then the expert dis-
played to David how to fall in slow
motion and get the most out of the
fall after being belted by Chris
Fortunato, who plays Sky Masterson.

“We worked with Gordon in Once
Upon a Mattress,” David said, “It’s
great to get to work with a profes-
sional of his caliber.” He predicted,
“The show will be especially great
because of his input.”

And the teen’s faith in this man is
well founded since Mr. Weiss knows
theater inside and out. A Tony Award
nominee in 1989, he has worked
with luminaries such as Richard
Dreyfuss, Gregory Hines, Jane
Alexander and Joel Grey. He has
appeared in films with Sigourney
Weaver and Judd Hirsch, Susan
Sarandon, Stanley Tucci, Robert
DeNiro, Robin Williams and Glenn
Close.

Additionally, Mr. Weiss has been
featured in countless television
shows such as “Law and Order,”
“Law and Order Criminal Intent,”
“Third Watch” and “NYPD Blue.”

Chris Fortunato, who plays Sky,
appreciated that Mr. Weiss taught
them how to fake punches realisti-
cally and kick people without any-
one getting hurt. He felt it would be
especially useful in the big Havana
scene, where tables are overturned
and mayhem prevails.

Two student choreographers —
Kayla McAlindin and Jeremy Busch
— sat on the apron of the stage,

watching each move of the profes-
sional actor, mentally recording it
all. Kayla said she enjoyed Mr. Weiss’
suggestions.

“He gave us tips as to how to give

notes: ‘Keep it slow and yell out
directions to keep it safe and effec-
tive,’” she quoted.

Moving from the punches to a
stage slap, Mr. Weiss broke it down
into segments.

“Relax, look in each other’s eyes,
square your shoulders and let it go,”
he said. “No, don’t reach,” he cor-
rected. “Just relax, extend your arm
and brush the finger tips to the recipi-
ent,” he reiterated.

Near the end of the rehearsal ses-
sion on stage combat, director Dob-

son asked for Mr. Weiss to review the
staging of the song “Sue Me” with
Maddie Dillon (Adelaide) and Tom
Cristiani (Nathan).

“Just look at it to see if there is

anything you see that needs help,” the
director said. “Is there a way to get
him to be on his knees a little easier?”
she asked.

“Well, let’s see,” said Mr. Weiss,
who hopped back up on the stage to
go through it with the couple. Sug-
gestions were made, and staging was
tweaked.

Maddie and Tom bought in to those
changes made by the professional
and repeated the song, confident that
his tips would pay off for the March
13 opening night.
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CLASSROOM COMBAT...Gordon Weiss, a Tony Award nominee, helps Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School students practice the art of theatrical combat.

Singing Mobsters Invade
SPFHS’ Guys And Dolls

SCOTCH PLAINS – Audiences
should imagine the cast of “The
Sopranos” invading a classic Ameri-
can 1950’s musical directed by
Disney to have an idea of how Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Repertory Theatre plans to update
the perennial favorite Guys and
Dolls this spring.

Mary Lynn Dobson returns after
a one-year hiatus to direct the pro-
duction, and she plans to infuse the
show with a contemporary feel.

Two years ago, she breathed new
life into Once Upon A Mattress and
picked up 14 Paper Mill Playhouse
Rising Star Award Nominations in
the process. Ms. Dobson is an accom-
plished playwright as well, whose
latest work, The Somewhat True Tale
of Robin Hood, is currently being
performed throughout the country, as
well as the United Kingdom, Canada,
Mexico and Australia.

“I’m so happy to be back with
this talented group of kids, and I’m
looking forward to putting a new
spin on this classic of American
theater,” said Ms. Dobson.

Also new to the team is produc-
tion manager/assistant director
Lauren Mazzarese, an accomplished
actor, voice and drama teacher, as
well as a graduate of The Tisch
School of the Performing Arts at
New York University. Ms. Mazzarese
will be working on vocal technique
with the students.

“We’re thrilled to welcome

Lauren and to welcome back Mary
Lynn,” said John Brzozowski, mu-
sical director at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. “With our
veteran choreographer, Gisa
DiIorio, we have an outstanding
team that will give our kids a real
feel for working in a professional
environment.”

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 13, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 14, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
15, at 3 p.m., Thursday, March 19,
at 8 p.m., Friday, March 20, at 8
p.m. and Saturday, March 21, at 8
p.m.

All performances take place at
the Maya Ungar Memorial Audito-
rium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, located at 667
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by e-
mailing reptix@comcast.net. Prices
are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors
(age 60 and up) and $8 for students.
Please include performance dates,
number and type of tickets and total
amount due.

Payment can be done with cash or
check, made out to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Repertory Theatre. Pay-
ment may be mailed with ticket
order or made at the time of ticket
pick-up, in the front lobby of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Monday or Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8 p.m.

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533.

Orchestra, Flamenco
Dancing in Perfect Harmony

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Conductor David
Wroe of the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) ingeniously paired
music, drama and dance for Carmen,
Saturday night’s concert at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway.

The evening presented a mélange of
orchestral classics, with violin solos by
Byung-Kook Kwak and Flamenco
dance choreographed and presented by
the famed dancer Omayra Amaya and

her dance company.
The spectacular venue of UCPAC,

fully restored to its vaudeville splendor,
was an appropriate setting for the offi-
cial WSO Friends Appreciation Night.
The musical opening of the program
was a rousing version of the familiar
Overture to Barber of Seville that was
played with verve.

In the less familiar Estancia, op. 8 by
Alberto Ginastera, Maestro Wroe’s stel-
lar orchestra created four sharply dif-
ferent moods. In “Land Workers,” a
powerful, masterful score was bass and
drum-driven, whereas “Wheat Dance”
provided a contrasting majestic calm
with soulful flute suggesting wind
through a harvest-ready field. Lush,
legato strings added ambiance.

In the third movement, relentless
tympani and impressive brass conjured
up visions of the Wild West in “The
Cattle Men.” In the last segment, “Final
Dance” (Malambo), tambourine ac-
cents and xylophone accompaniment
matched superior French horns and
flute.

When the much-anticipated
Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) op. 20 for
Violin and Orchestra by Pablo de
Sarasate was presented, the soloist and
orchestra combination did not disap-
point.

Internationally acclaimed violinist
Byung-Kook Kwak brought excitement
to this distinctly segmented work,
which, according to the program notes,
included: “a virtuoso introduction, a
slow section punctuated by technically
difficult violin figures, including flying
spiccati and ricochet bowings, a melan-
choly melodic section and finally a
rapid finale with many pyrotechnics
from the soloist.”

An unexpected “pyrotechnic” oc-
curred when Mr. Kwak broke a string
on his circa-1751 J.B. Guadagnini in-
strument. Mr. Kwak quickly exited the
stage to later return, violin intact, and
seemingly unfazed.

While Mr. Wroe waited for the
violinist’s return, he told the audience
wryly, “When you hear the acrobatics
of the next segment, you’ll be glad that
this happened in the slow section.”

Through his solo, Mr. Kwak dis-
played flexibility, tenderness, techni-
cal dexterity and expertise. Thrilling
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