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Painting or Photo? Only WF
Photographer Kaplowitz Knows
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield artist
Karen Kaplowitz likes to keep her
viewers guessing.

Is her work photography or is it
painting?

Ms. Kaplowitz is actually a pho-
tographer, but her skillful use of digi-
tal darkroom techniques like
Photoshop CS3, Lightroom 2 and
Photomatix makes her photographs
resemble paintings.

Ms. Kaplowitz’s unique photogra-
phy has recently been on display at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
Café in Scotch Plains and is presently
at the Hudson River Museum in Yon-
kers, N.Y.

In March, Ms. Kaplowtiz will dis-
play her work at La Flor Gallery in
Cranford, and in April, she will be
exhibiting at Starbucks in Westfield,
where her work will remain until June.

“I call myself an art photographer,”
she says. “My mantra is the power of
the place.”

Ms. Kaplowitz demonstrates this
power by producing photographs with
a Nikon D200 camera that have an
almost mystical quality to them.

It’s what she calls “dream-like re-
sults.”

“I like to give the viewer some-
thing to think about,” she said.

Self-taught in her art, Ms,
Kaplowtiz began to seriously pursue
photography at the suggestion of a
framer, who looked at her work.

“I brought him some photographs

of Israel and Istanbul to be framed,”
she relates. “He told me I had some-
thing special.”

Ms. Kaplowitz, who has a degree
in Economics from New York Uni-
versity, presently works developing
web content that is used for market-
ing and training.

She also plays the piano and offers
her services as a piano tuner.

“I often draw a parallel between
music and photography,” she contin-
ued.

“I am a big jazz fan, and just as you
don’t play a piece of music the same
way every time, neither do you have
to photograph a location the same
way each time,” she explained.

“A digital darkroom allows you to
render a photograph in numerous
ways,” she said.

One example of the powers of the
digital darkroom can be seen in
“Fanwood Train Station.”

The portrait was taken on a sunny
day, but its original blue skies have
been transformed into a smoky gray,
giving the building a mysterious, al-
most haunted-house-like semblance.

Ms. Kaplowitz is a past chairper-
son of the Cultural Arts and Educa-
tion Department at the JCC, where
her mission was to bring high quality
art programming to the center.

Her photograph “The Life of the
Agencies” is permanently installed at
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains.

To see more of Ms. Kaplowitz’s
work, visit karenkaplowitz.com.

Guitarist Glenn Alexander:
From Wichita to Westfield

Glenn Alexander returns to his roots
this weekend with Jane Getter.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Though he currently
possesses the seasoned charm of a vet-
eran musician, Glenn Alexander ad-
mits he got into the music industry in
“all the wrong ways.”

The Wichita, Kan., transplant called
his move to Jersey City at the age of 24
“one of the dumbest things I’ve ever
done,” remarking
that “it’s not smart
to move some-
where where you
know one person,
and that person
leaves a few days
after you arrive.”

Now firmly
planted in New Jer-
sey, Mr. Alexander,
a Scotch Plains resi-
dent and formerly
of Westfield, will
grace the stage at
the Crossroads in
Garwood this com-
ing weekend.

Just as he was
starting up the
“long, hard road” of
infiltrating the New
York music scene
as a young man, Mr.
Alexander caught
his break, landing a
gig with famous
jazz drummer
Chico Hamilton.

Before becom-
ing a noted composer and producer,
Mr. Alexander focused on his craft,
playing guitar with Hamilton in all the
biggest festivals New York City of-
fered, including one at Carnegie Hall
and a performance at the Blue Note.

Not until years later did he hook up
with New Jersey bass player Dave
LaRue (of the Steve Morse Band),
whom he joined in the group Stretch.

Mr. Alexander went on to do solo
work until his daughter was born, at
which point he became a “side man”
for some of the greats in the industry.

“There’s more money in that any-
way,” he joked.

Though he is humble when discuss-
ing with whom he has worked, his
online biography is not. Mr. Alexander
has joined forces with Max Weinberg
& the Max Weinberg 7 on “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien,” Southside Johnny
& The Asbury Jukes, Constantine
Maroulis (“American Idol”), Bob Dylan
Michael Bolton, Lisa Loeb and Elvis
Costello, just to name a few.

Growing up “in the sticks,” Mr.
Alexander said he was weaned on coun-
try music as a youngster, listening to
Merle Haggard before admiring the

Allman Brothers, Lynyrd Skynyrd and
ZZ Top, whom he says are “still one of
my favorite bands.”

Mr. Alexander admitted that he did
not discover jazz, which would even-
tually infuse his music, until he at-
tended college. At that point, he was
introduced to John Coltrane and Davis.

Teaming with fellow guitarist Jane
Getter at the Crossroads on February

28, Mr. Alexander
said he would try to
make the show “as
exciting as pos-
sible.”

Michael Locker,
Mr. Alexander’s
agent and manager,
said to expect an
“explosion of sound
in machine-gun”
format.

When told of
such expectations,
Mr. Alexander
laughed, but he
noted that the audi-
ence should expect
“high energy” fu-
sion rock, which
will mostly feature
original songs from
both guitarists, but
also some interest-
ing covers (perhaps
Jeff Beck).

Because he has
played in some
larger venues, the
only concern Mr.

Alexander has in playing Crossroads
is the volume.

“I’m concerned about ripping
people’s heads out, that’s all,” he joked.

Sometimes away performing world-
wide or entrenched in the New York
City scene, Mr. Alexander, who mi-
grated to Westfield in 1985 when he
got married, said “I don’t get to play in
this area that much. It’s going to be fun
to play in my home town again.”

Coffee With Conscience
Warms the Spirit Again

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Critically ac-
claimed Indiana folksinger with
Amish-Italian roots Carrie New-
comer headlined the latest Coffee
With Conscience concert, with all
proceeds from the show donated to
the Eric Johnson House, a local HIV/
AIDS charity.

The show opened with “Leaves
Don’t Drop (They Just Let Go)” from
her most recent album “Geography
of Light.”

Later in the first
set, she performed
the contemplative
and powerful
“There is A Tree.”
As is the case with
most of “Geogra-
phy of Light,” her
lyrics in this song
are pensive, spiri-
tual and peppered
with beautiful im-
ages of nature:
“There is a tree be-
yond the world /
In its ancient roots
a song is curled /
I’m the fool whose
life’s been spent /
Between what’s
said and what is
meant.”

In between
songs, Ms. New-
comer talked
mostly about state
fairs and diners.
She asked the au-
dience what sort
of fried food is
served at New Jer-
sey fairs.

Despite her
light, simple ban-
ter on stage, Ms. Newcomer’s deeply
spiritual essence was by far the stron-
gest energy in her live performance.
One of the evening’s highlights was
her rendition of “The Clean Edge of
Change,” a song that examines the
idea that “the only way out is
through.”

Shortly after this song, Ms. New-
comer commented, “Love leads you
to where you need to go…that’s just
not where you thought you’d be.”

For the last song of the evening,
Ms. Newcomer kept it light. “Don’t
Push Send” has an upbeat tempo and
lyrics that lament the nightmare of
erroneously or impulsively sent e-
mail:

“A dangerous form of information
/And the perils of instant gratifica-
tion / How many times did I hit my
Mac? / Want to crawl inside and
want to take the whole thing back?,”
she sang as the crowd chuckled.

The ditty’s last verse discusses
drunken electronic mail: “She should
have waited; she should know/ E-
mail doesn’t mix with merlot / She
had to write back as you could guess
/ Plead e-mail recklessness and
PMS.”

Opening for
Ms. Newcomer
was Chuck E.
Costa, a boyish-
looking, folk
rocker who writes
perceptive, reflec-
tive lyrics. Mr.
Costa is winner of
last year’s Rocky
Mountain Folks
Fest.

His poignant
song “The
Goalie” discusses
a kind-hearted,
protective child-
hood friend who
became a
firefighter and lost
his life in 9/11.
After describing
memories of play-
ing street hockey,
Mr. Costa reveals
his friend’s tragic
end, astutely and
poetically refer-
ring to 9/11 as “In-
dian Summer
2001.”

Westfield pro-
prietor Ahrre
Maros, owner of
Ahrre’s Coffee

Roastery on Elm Street, produces
the Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series.

Mr. Maros always books eclectic
songwriters and musicians. The nine-
year old series is a must-do for folk
enthusiasts. The shows attract a sub-
dued, middle-aged crowd, and cof-
fee is served, compliments of the
venue, a homey basement of the First
United Methodist Church on East
Broad Street.

Rocking out, grooving or fist
pumping will not happen at a Coffee
With Conscience concert, but an in-
trospective, soul-nurturing, mellow
– albeit caffeinated – evening is a
guarantee.

Carrie Newcomer and Chuck E. Costa

Roosevelt School Presents
Joseph… in Early March

TRULY AMAZING…Performers from Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield rehearse a group scene for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. Tickets for the spring musical, taking place March 6, 7, and 8 at the
school in Westfield, will be available at the door.

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Interme-
diate School in Westfield is presenting
the musical, Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat on Friday,
March 6, and Saturday, March 7, at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 8, at 2
pm. The story is told solely through
music, showcasing the Roosevelt stu-
dents’ vocal talents.

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, a biblical story, which will
be narrated by eighth graders Allie
Hecht and Meghan Ariola, encourages
people to dream.

Austin Fishman plays Joseph, a
young man from Canaan with a talent
for interpreting dreams. His father,
played by Geoffrey Ko, presents him
with a dazzling coat of every imagin-
able color, while his jealous brothers,
played by Joel Seltzer, Asher Stabler,
Taylor Jackson, Benji Schwartz, Dan
Maran, Liz Griesmer, Kate Capodano,
Jack Mustard, Ed Carloan and Connor
Swingle, receive mere sheepskin coats.

Upset by this favoritism, the brothers
originally plan to kill Joseph but in-
stead sell him as a slave to Egypt’s
pyramid millionaire, Potiphar, played
by Lucas Bizzaro. They destroy
Joseph’s brilliantly colored coat and
stain it with goat’s blood to confirm the
death of Joseph to their distraught fa-
ther.

While working for Potiphar, Joseph
is seduced by his promiscuous wife
played by Juliana Albano. As punish-
ment, Joseph is sent to a holding cell,
where he meets the Butler (Jack Mus-
tard) and the Baker (Nicole
Zimmerman).

The plot unfolds as Joseph’s talent
for interpreting dreams becomes ap-
parent. This intrigues the Pharaoh
(Asher Horowitz), and Joseph warns
him of seven years of feast and seven

years of famine. Joseph is then pro-
moted to be Pharaoh’s number one man
to lead Egypt through the famine.

Hungry, Joseph’s brothers return to
Egypt looking for food. They do not
realize that Joseph is there, and Joseph
decides to trick his brothers.

The play is chock full of memorable
musical numbers, including “Go, Go,
Go Joseph,” “Song of the King” and
“Jacob and Sons.” Annie Brzozowki
directs the play, Nicole Amadeo cho-
reographs, and Karen Greenstein and
Sabino Losco musically direct. Tracy
Pushko serves as technical director,
and a crew of 20 has worked for months
under the direction of stage managers
Theresa DePalma, Lily Horowitz and
Austen Thien.

Tickets for Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat may be pur-
chased 45 minutes prior to each perfor-
mance at a cost of $10 per ticket. The
show is a treat for people of all ages,
children and adults alike.

Garwood Teen Spearheads
Clue at County Vo-Tech
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood’s Chelsea
Gower has her hands full as director,
choreographer and stage manager of
Clue the Musical, being performed
this weekend at Union County Voca-
tional and Technical Schools
(UCVTS) in Scotch Plains.

“It’s a lot of work,” Chelsea said.
“But I love it. This is my life.”

But, Chelsea isn’t a member of the
staff or freshman class at the new
performing arts school. She’s a junior
at the Magnet High School for math,
science and technology.

When Chelsea started at Magnet,
there was no performing arts school,
and drama was relegated to the nor-
mal teenage angst. Seeing a need, she
started up a drama club that has grown
to two productions a year. Clue is the
club’s first foray into the musical
genre.

“Drama gets bigger and better ev-
ery year,” she said. “We even have an
improv troupe.”

Chelsea decided that there was a
need for a musical on campus. “Of-
ten, we’re overlooked because we’re
a math-and-science school,” she said.
She also added that the actors, stage
crew and tech crew come from all of
the schools on campus: Magnet, Per-
forming Arts, Allied Health, Acad-
emy for Information Technology and
Vocational.

“I’ve been acting since I was a little
girl,” Chelsea said. “My parents
thought it was just something that ev-
ery little girl wanted to do and thought
it would be something I would out-
grow. By the time I got to high school,
they realized it was a real passion.”

Throughout her life, Chelsea took
dance and acting classes. She ap-
peared in school productions when
she lived in Rahway and continued
when she moved to Garwood in
middle school.

Chelsea said the drama club and
the productions help her to balance
her image as a “math-and-science
student.” But, unlike many of her
classmates, who are looking at Ivy
League colleges with heavy concen-

trations in math, science and engi-
neering, she is considering small, lib-
eral arts colleges with a concentra-
tion in the arts.

“I know in my heart this is what I
want to do,” Chelsea said. “Let’s be
serious, can you imagine Chemical
Engineering the musical?”

Clue the Musical, based on the
board game, originally appeared Off-
Broadway. The UCVTS production
will be performed today and tomor-
row at 7 p.m., as well as on Saturday
at 2 p.m. in the auditorium of the
Allied Health Services School on the
UCVTS campus, located on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets are $8 in advance or $10 at
the door. For tickets or further infor-
mation, call (908) 889-3800, exten-
sion 215.

GET A CLUE…Garwood’s Chelsea
Gower, right, rehearses Clue with fel-
low cast members Sam Furst of
Westfield, left, who plays Mrs. White,
and Diane Jlelaty of Mountainside,
playing Colonel Mustard.

Musiclocker Presents
Getter, Alexander

GARWOOD – Musiclocker will
present “Six String Heros,” featuring
guitarists Jane Getter and Glenn
Alexander live at the Crossroads in
Garwood on Saturday, February 28.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Snake Pliskin
goes on at 6 p.m. Ms. Getter and Mr.
Alexander will play at 7:15 p.m. The
event will also feature Chulo Gatewood
on bass and Tobias Ralph on drums.

Those with student IDs can attend
for $10. All others pay $12. For more
information, see xxroads.com and con-
tact musiclocker1@yahoo.com.

WF Co-Author Wins
2008 Publishers Award

WESTFIELD – A book co-
authored by Westfield resident Ellen
Anderson, an associate professor in
the Department of Rehabilitation and
Movement Science at the UMDNJ-
School of Health Related Professions,
has won a 2008 American Publishers
Award for Professional and Schol-
arly Excellence (PROSE) from the
Association of American Publishers.

“Complementary Therapies for
Physical Therapy: A Clinical Deci-
sion Making Approach” gives health
care providers detailed information
on ways to incorporate complemen-
tary therapies into physical therapy
practice.

Mid-Day Musicales
Continue March 4

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, continues its
series of Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs with a program by harpist Bar-
bara Ann Biggers, at noon on Wednes-
day, March 4.

These free, half-hour concerts are
followed by an optional soup-and-
sandwich luncheon available in the
church’s social hall for $6.

Reviewers have described Ms.
Biggers as one who “plays with beauty
and nuance” and “creates a luminous
sound”. As an active freelancer in the
New York area, Ms. Biggers is princi-
pal harp with the Westfield Symphony,
and also performs with the New Jer-
sey Symphony, Princeton Symphony,
New Jersey Opera Theater and New
Philharmonic of New Jersey among
others.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

WF High School to Present
Kiss Me, Kate in Mid-March

TOO DARN HOT…WHS cast members rehearse Kiss Me, Kate’s sizzling dance
numbers.

WESTFIELD – On March 12, 13
and 14, Westfield High School (WHS)
will presents Kiss Me, Kate, the most
popular of musicals that combines
the unparalleled music of Cole Porter
with the brilliance of Shakespeare.

Using the Bard’s The Taming of the
Shrew to create a play-within-a-play,
Kiss Me, Kate combines hilarious back-
stage comedy with romance, sizzling
dancing and Cole Porter’s finest score.

Kiss Me, Kate presents one fierce
battle of the sexes. Chaos ensues when
two former lovers play opposite each
other on stage while their current lov-
ers also take part in the production.
Mix in a few gangsters, a hefty I.O.U.
and some unexpected romance, and
this WHS production is sure to have
audiences on the edge of their seats.

“The students are working incred-
ibly hard, and I am thrilled and hon-
ored to be working with such a tal-
ented group,” WHS drama teacher
Daniel Devlin said.

Heading a cast of nearly 50 high
school students are Peter Surace, play-
ing Fred Graham/Petruchio, and
Catalina Gaglioti, as Lilli Vanessi/
Kate.

The cast also features Chris
Morrissey as Bill Calhoun and Sarah
Szollar as Lois Lane/Bianca, Dan
Burman (Paul), Peter Carmo (Gre-
mio), Sean O’Connor (Hortensio),
Bobby O’Rouke and Justin Rosin
(gangsters), Jenna Roth (Hatti), Dara
Silverman (stage manager) and Adam
Ziering as General Howell.

With a sparkling singing chorus, a
blistering dance troupe and lively en-
semble rounding out the company, this
production promises to be a vintage
WHS song-and-dance extravaganza.

Mr. Devlin debuts as artistic director.
Edison School’s Ken Horn provides
musical direction for the score, featur-
ing classic songs such as “Always True
To You In My Fashion,” “Another
Op’nin’, Another Show,” “So In Love,”
“Brush Up Your Shakespeare” and
“Wunderbar.”

Samantha Hahn choreographs, pre-
senting dance numbers such as “Too
Darn Hot” and “Tom, Dick or Harry.”

Tzvetelina Garneva, assisted by fresh-
man Alexis Geltzeiler and senior Adam
Kavalin, will handle stage management.
Sets were designed and created by Roy
Chambers and WHS students.

Matt Di Fabio, Matt Cifelli and An-
gela Newton control sound, and Josh
Schwartz, Xio Alvarez, Mike Di Fabio
and Halli James will run the lighting.
Cheryl Wu will provide posters and
artwork.

Kiss Me, Kate will take place in the
Westfield High School Auditorium.
Show times are Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, March 12,13, and 14, at 7:30
p.m.

Tickets ($10) are now on sale. For
information and tickets, call the WHS
Box Office at (908) 301 0391 or e-mail
whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org. Tick-
ets can also be purchased at the door
before each performance, but all seat-
ing is reserved, so call ahead for best
seats.

Digital darkroom guru Karen Kaplowitz captures the Fanwood Train Station.

glissandi in the mournful, sorrowful
segments filled the hushed auditorium.
After the fourth portion was presented
magnificently with precision and dra-
matic flourishes, Mr. Kwak finished to
thunderous applause.

At intermission, a bistro setting of
three small red-clothed tables and
black chairs was added as part of
“Carmen: A Lost Gypsy’s Journey,”
which was presented under the artis-
tic direction and choreography of Ms.
Amaya.

The Carmen sequence was a retell-
ing of the story of the classic. A stun-
ning tenor, Ruben el Viejo, with tal-
ented guitarist/composer Roberto
Castellon and unique percussionist
Gonzalo Grau showcased Ms. Amaya
and her Flamenco Dance Company,
comprised of five other outstanding
dancers.

The Orchestral Suite from Bizet’s
Carmen was cleverly interwoven with
vocally accompanied Flamenco dances
featuring Ms. Amaya as Carmen and
Edwin Aparicio as the bullfighter. The
16 segments of the second half of the
program morphed music, drama and
dance into a mesmerizing feast for eyes
and ears.

The diminutive Ms. Amaya’s gor-
geous arm movements captivated like a
snake charmer’s trance. Her charisma
seduced the audience in each of her
numbers. Ms. Amaya’s energetic cho-
reography allowed individual perform-
ers to shine as well. The company cre-
ated a memorable spectacle while they
danced and whirled, displaying amaz-
ingly controlled footwork.

At the conclusion of the night, the
audience sprang to its feet with explo-
sive appreciation for such a dramatic
and unique evening of entertainment.
And, fittingly, Maestro Wroe blew a
kiss to his orchestra with his own appre-
ciation.
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