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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’d Give Anything For
One Last ‘A Series 3-7’

If I could find it, I’m pretty sure the
old picture would still hold up well
today ... even if I haven’t seen it in
probably 20 or more years. It was an
8x10 color shot taken behind
Tamaques School in the fall of 1973.
Pictured are the four captains of the
Steelers, my team in the Westfield
Boys Football League. Steve (Tar)
Bodmer, Mark (Pape) Ciliotta, Jimmy
Tyler and Paul (Action) Jackson.
That’s about as good a group of cap-
tains as a team could have. (If they’d
had any coaching, maybe they
would’ve finished with better than a
5-3 record!)

Five years later they were part of
one of the best football teams in WHS
history, although their record was only
7-2, and they failed to make the state
playoffs. But they did beat all four
teams who did qualify – Elizabeth,
Union, Montclair and Plainfield.

Bodmer was probably the tallest kid
in the league, a two-way end who was
especially tough on defense. Ciliotta
was a fireplug in the middle of both
lines, opening holes on offense, clos-
ing them on defense. Tyler was the
best running back in the league, and
he’d get the ball 30-35 times a game.
And Jackson was the wisecracking
fullback/linebacker, the glue that held
our team together. Paul was also the
third of four Jackson brothers and two
sisters who would star at WHS.

My two running backs/linebackers
were inseparable, and lived less than a
block away from each. They were
good enough that when a team of
Westfield kids [mostly seventh grad-
ers, but a couple of sixth graders] was
picked to go to Florida at Easter time
in 1972, Jimmy was the starting left
halfback on offense, and Paul was a
starting linebacker.

(Tyler was my bread-and-butter
runner, although it should go on the
record here that it had nothing to do
with the fact that his older sister Sue
was a super-hottie and was going out
with me at the time. I didn’t play
favorites, at least not in this case.
Want proof? That spring, I was um-
piring the bases in a game at Gumbert
3 between Jimmy’s Astros and the
Pirates. He unloaded a bases-loaded
drive over the centerfielder’s head
and there was no fence on G-3 back
then. As the base ump, I checked to
make sure each of the runners was
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touching each of the bases. I was
standing two feet behind second base
when – gasp! – Jimmy missed it!
Now I’m praying that Lew Bowman,
the Pirates’ manager, didn’t see it.
But he did. He appealed it and I had to
call Jimmy out. And Sue didn’t talk to
me for weeks because I cost her
brother a grand-slam home run!)

The day that picture was taken be-
hind Tamaques School, this buddy of
mine, Tony Gatti from Plainfield,
showed up to watch my team. Nor-
mally we ran “4-3” – Jimmy off right
tackle behind the blocks of Jackson,
Ciliotta and Bodmer – about two-
thirds of the time. But the first time
we went to the weak side – “A series
3-7,” which was Jackson running be-
hind Tyler’s lead block – we picked
up decent yardage. (Ironically, I’d
“borrowed” the play several years
earlier from the Jim Bonner/Al
Pfeiffer-coached Giants, whose
equally rugged fullback was Paul’s
older brother Mark.)

I switched to another play and Gatti
comes running over and says, “Keep
running that play to the left. If they
don’t stop it, just keep running it.” So
we called “A series 3-7” again … and
again … and Paul was getting 5, 6, 7,
5, 8 yards at a clip. Eventually he
carried the ball (and a couple of de-
fenders) into the end zone.

During a timeout, I went out to talk
to the defense and Paul says, “What
the he!* are you trying to do to me?
I’m not used to carrying the ball that
much.” Then he added with that wise-
acre smile, “But you can always call
the ‘3-7’ whenever we get near the
goal line.”

When he got to the high school,
Paul had grown into a tackle for leg-
endary coach Gary Kehler, a two-
way grunt for equally legendary as-
sistant Dick Zimmer. In fact, Pape
and Paul played side-by-side on the
sophomore and B squads before en-
joying their senior season in the sun
in that fall of ’78.

(Paul’s understudy on the ’78 team
was another ex-Steeler, Paul Harbaugh,
who duplicated Paul’s two-way tough-
ness for the ’79 Blue Devils. Years later,
when the Westfield PAL was in its
formative stages, two of the best coaches
they had were Paul Jackson and Paul
Harbaugh. And another one of my old
guys, Jay Factor, was a top-notch PAL

coach, too.)
The last time I saw Jimmy Tyler was

in January 1998. My mom was back
home on hospice care and I called his
house out of the blue one night, and it
turned out he was home for his mom’s
funeral a day or two earlier. Needing a
short break, I went over to the Tyler’s
house on Carleton Road, but every-
thing seemed different. No Sue Tyler.
No Mrs. Tyler. Just me and Jim talking
about the old days, the Steelers, the
home run I took away from him, his
sister. He had ended up playing split
end and safety at WHS, catching the
winning touchdown pass against
Plainfield from Steve Bodmer, who’d
become a quarterback. Jimmy looked
like he could still put on the pads and
play, even at age 37. Then the phone
rang, and it was somebody at my house
calling to tell me that my mom had just
passed away.

The last time I saw Paul was at the
funeral service for Gary Kehler, a
year ago December. Paul was stuck in
a wheelchair then, as he had been
since for quite a few years. The can-
cer had first hit him in the mid-1980s,
and his first surgery was in 1987. He
battled it heroically for almost a quar-
ter of a century, thought pneumonia,
chemo treatments and assorted op-
erations. At one point it appeared he
was actually beating it. But then he
took a turn for the worse, and his
siblings – Tom, Mark, Mary, Eileen
and Dave – shared round-the-clock
vigils over the past several months
while he received treatment at the
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore.
When an MRI about a month ago
showed the tumor had reactivated and
entered his brain, there was nothing
more that could be done for Paul and
the family brought him back to a
hospice in Scotch Plains, to enjoy a
well-earned peaceful ending, which
finally came last Sunday night.

“Paul was a warrior ... a great team-
mate … and an even better friend,”
said Ciliotta, who named one of his
sons Ryan Paul, after his old pal.

“My fondest memories,as painful
as they are, are of Paul Jackson and
Jimmy Tyler off-tackle running over
me at left linebacker in practice on the
‘72 Steelers,” three-year WHS full-
back Frank Kelly said earlier this
week. “I’d rather have been standing
in front of a train quite frankly.”

Now I’m sitting at the keyboard,
thinking of the late Paul Jackson, the
ferocious lead blocker on our “4-3,”
the bullish runner on our “A series 3-
7,” the wisecracking jokester … now
dead at age 48? And I’m staring at the
team photo of the 1973 Steelers, with
the captains, and Paul Harbaugh, An-
thony Marotta, Eric Froden, Gerry
Smith, Nick Parisi, Kevin Bunting,
Kurt Hornung, Ray Snyder, John
Humiston, Kenny McLean and others.
What a fun team they’d been to coach.

But kids don’t stay 12-years-old
and healthy as a horse in a 36-year-
old picture forever, and Paul had be-

come a shell of his former self. Amaz-
ingly, he still had his wise-guy face
and attitude when he saw me at Gary
Kehler’s service. He motioned me
over and we hugged. He asked if I still
had the Super 8 films of our old
Steelers games, the ones my mom
used to take every weekend, so we
could have “film nights” just like the
high school players.

“I’d really love to see them,” he
said. “I’d give anything to run that ‘A
series 3-7’ again … and again … ”

Yeah, Paul, I’d love to see that, too.
THIS AND THAT

Congrats to the WHS wrestlers for
capturing the school’s first district title
since 1994, and 25th in school history!
And congrats to senior John Barnes, a
three-time district champ, who was
the Most Outstanding Wrestler after
two pins and a tech-fall. With a 25-2
record going into the region tourna-
ment, Barnes has 91 career wins, No.
3 all-time behind Cory Posey (118)
and Chris Jordan (99). Barnes moved
past Onur Tezucar (90), Mike Baly
(89), Paul Jordan (88), Lee Tomasso
(87) and Kevin Sullivan (83) in the
past few weeks.

Barnes is the 12th three-time dis-
trict champion for WHS, joining Posey
(four times, 1993-96), Pete Adelaar
(1967-69), Bill Kenny (1967-69), Rick
Adelaar (1968-70), Frank Jackson
(1968-70), Dave Brown (1973-75),
Jerry Gottlick (1974-76), Joe Birming-
ham (1975-77), Mark Giacone (1984-
86), Paco Gonzalez (1990-92) and
Tezucar (1997-99).

The WHS boys and girls swim
teams, which swept archrival
Bridgewater-Raritan at last Friday’s
sectional championships, were both
in action this past Tuesday in the state
semifinals. If they won, they would
be in the state Public A finals on
Saturday at the College of New Jer-
sey, the two-time defending cham-
pion girls at 10:30 a.m., likely against
West Windsor-Plainsboro South for
the third straight year, and the ’08
champion boys at 12:15, against the
Morristown-Cherry Hill East winner,
as they go for a record 22nd title.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) are Kyle Higgins
and Anna Fetter. The two had the
swims of their lives Friday night in a
shocking 108-62 win over
Bridgewater-Raritan (the teams had
tied 85-85 earlier in the year). Higgins,
a junior, took a pair of seconds in the
200 and 500 freestyles with best times,
while Fetter, a sophomore-first-year-
swimmer, had great time drops to
earn a fifth in the 200 IM and a third
in the 100 fly.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

February 28, 1998: Excellent per-
formances on the part of both teams
kept the suspense right up to the final
event and the Cherry Hill East swim
team won the 400-freestyle relay
event to edge the Blue Devil girls,
87.5-82.5, in the Public A Girls Fi-
nals held at the College of New Jer-
sey. Despite the loss, the Blue Devil
girls recorded 20 season-best times.

In the 200-medley relay, Ashley
Saul, Brooke Smith, Jessie Coxson
and Heidi Shoenemann came up with
a winning time of 1:55.39, which was
nearly four seconds better than their
winning time at the North A meet.
Smith, who won the 200-individual
medley and the 100-breaststroke, had

a seasonal-best time in her leg of the
winning 200-freestyle relay.

February 27, 2000: Given up for
dead by many after a 60-point loss to
Shawnee in late December, the Blue
Devil boys swim team completed an
amazing comeback, capturing the
NJSIAA A Division state champion-
ship with an 89.5-80.5 victory over
Cherry Hill East at The College of
New Jersey.

February 19, 2002: The Raider boys
swimming team made it two-in-a-row
for North Public B Swim titles by de-
feating Northern Highlands, 91-79, in
Bayonne. The Raiders placed first in
only four of the 11 events but touched
second and third seven times each.

Raider Steve Swenson touched first
in the 200-freestyle and the 100-breast-
stroke. He also teamed with Eric
Swenson, Jon Sheffield and David
Hauptman to touch first in the 200-
freestyle relay. Eric Swenson placed
first in the 200-individual medley.

February 28, 2004: The Raider
wrestling team claimed its third-
straight District 11 title in Westfield.
Steve Mineo (132), Eric Connolly
(142), Andrew Silber (173), Charlie
Bachi (191), Pat Mineo (137) and
Yoav Nudell (162) took top honors.
Blue Devils Rob Mench (105), Tom
DelDuca (147) and Lee Tomasso
(154) won titles.

Blue Devil Icemen Advance
In Union County Cup

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey team advanced to the semifi-
nals of the Inaugural Union County
Cup with a 3-0 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the opening round
on February 19 at Woodbridge Sports
Center.

Blue Devil freshman goalie Steve
Wronski turned in a flawless perfor-
mance to register his second con-
secutive shutout (a 3-0 win over Madi-
son on February 16) and his third
overall this season. Wronski turned
aside 18 shots, while Raider goalie
Chris Bauer faced 45 shots.

Junior Dylan Moran and sophomores
Nick Attanasio and CJ Meyer scored to
up Westfield’s record to 10-8-2. The
Blue Devils advanced to face Governor
Livingston in semifinal play on Febru-
ary 24. The Highlanders humbled Day-
ton, 7-0, in their first round game.
Westfield and Governor Livingston split
during the regular season.

The winner of the Westfield/GL
game may likely face top-seeded A.L.
Johnson, which finished atop the
Union County standings with an un-
defeated league record. Westfield

fell 4-3 to the Crusaders in a tightly
contested final game of the regular
season on February 20 at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle.

The Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead at
10:43 of the opening session on a
goal by Meyer off of a nice centering
pass from Attanasio. Johnson an-
swered with three successive goals at
the end of the first period.

Johnson extended its lead to 4-1
early in the middle frame before
Westfield struck early in the third
period on a hustling rebound goal by
Attanasio, who followed up a thwarted
breakaway effort by Meyer. With the
Westfield net empty in the closing
minute, Meyer scored off a blue drive
by junior Joe Kramkowski. Spirited
play by forwards Mike Foley, Phil
Cohen, Henry O’Brien and Zander
Maslow kept the Crusaders off the
scoreboard in the second half of the
game when Westfield mounted its
comeback bid.

Following the Union County tour-
nament, Westfield will make its fifth
straight appearance in the state high
school tournament.

Adam Bergo Captures
First in High Jump
Representing Rutgers University,

freshman Adam Bergo (2008
Westfield High School graduate)
captured first in the high jump at the
Big East meet with a clearance of
7’2.5" at the Armory Track & Field
Center in NYC on February 22.
Bergo’s clearance is the third-best
in NCAA this winter.
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CRANFORD $249,900
Meticulously maintained 5 room
Townhouse is filled with sunlight.
Offers an updated Kitchen, is
freshly painted and includes newer
carpet.  Roof assess. Paid in full.
Quiet location.

CRANFORD $435,000
Wonderful, unique property!  Move
in condition Mother/Daughter
offers 9 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms and 2 full baths, updated
Kitchens, freshly painted, hardwood
floors downstairs, partially finished
basement Recreation Room.  Also
listed as a Two Family.

MOUNTAINSIDE $699,000
Impressive, 10 room center hall
Colonial with magnificent oak
paneling and moldings, Family
Room addition, updated Eat-In
Kitchen, Library with fireplace, 5
Bedrooms on 2nd floor with
California closets, heated Sylvan
pool, patio and private yard.

WESTFIELD $599,000
Enchanting Colonial boasts an
updated Eat-In Kitchen, spacious
Living Room with wood-burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
sun drenched den and a finished
3rd floor Family Room with 4th

Bedroom.

SCOTCH PLAINS $660,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center
hall Colonial.  Lovingly cared for
with so many charming details.
Wide board pumpkin pine floors, 2
fireplaces, Butler’s pantry, newer
roof, large screened porch.  Beautiful
“country setting”.  Approximately 1
acre level grounds framed by
authentic split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $775,000
Picture perfect behind a white picket
fence!  This lovely “Wychwood”
home has been totally renovated and
is “move-in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof,
landscaping, driveway and more.
Beautiful refinished oak floors.
Freshly painted interior and exterior.
Neutral décor.

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Another amazing Primavera design
has begun.  4569 square feet of
decadent indulgence.  Trademark
staircase and upgrades are
standard.  Hand crafted detail
throughout.  Full finished
basement.

CRANFORD $425,000
This 1920’s Dutch Colonial
sold for 94% of its list price in
only 49 days.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and
let them design a personalized
marketing plan for your home.
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A CUT ABOVE
Westfield . . . Beautifully situated in Wychwood, Wilson school 4
bedroom 2 full and 2 half bath totally renovated home offers top
quality throughout. Beautiful moldings, spacious and gracious.

Absolute move in at $1,750,000.

Westfield . . . Just listed Washington School 4 BR 3 1/2 Bath colonial
filled with space and light. Wonderful newer kitchen and baths.
Spacious family room, close to town and NYC trans. Must see,
offered at $912,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-233-5555 x239
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 3/1 • 1-4pm   526 St. Marks Avenue


