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BARNES WINS O.W. AWARD, 3RD TITLE; FERRARA GETS NO. 100, 152-LB TITLE

Blue Devil Matmen Win First District 11
Crown Since 1994, Raiders Place Fourth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifteen years after winning its last
district title, the Westfield High
School wrestling team claimed three
individual champions and advanced
11 matmen to the Region 3 Tourna-
ment to claim the District 11 crown in
Westfield on February 21. The Blue
Devils presented eight wrestlers in
the finals and amassed 173 team

points, ahead of the Cranford Cou-
gars with 140.5, the Rahway Indians
with 133 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
with 93.5.

The Cougars claimed four individual
champs – Joe Giaccio (112 – 2nd
title), Kyle Markovich (119 – 2nd title),
Connor Leahy (171) and heavyweight
Joe Brady, as did the Indians – Octavio
Bent (140 – 2nd title), Diego Chavez
(145), Caleb Taylor (160) and Urayoan
Garcia (215).

Blue Devil senior John Barnes won
his third district title and the Out-
standing Wrestler Award with a 19-3,
4:00, technical fall over Raider Wesley
Morrison at 130-lbs. Barnes, who won
the 119-lb title his sophomore year
and the 125-lb crown his junior year,
tallied four takedowns, including a
pair of barrel rolls that put Morrison
on his back – one nearfall was worth
four points due to blood injury.

“I’m trying to keep doing what I’ve
been doing. Not changing anything!
It’s feels great to get this third district
title my senior year and try to keep it
going all the way up to states,” Barnes
said.

Earlier, Barnes pinned James

Stewart of Newark Central (NC) in
1:38 then used a wrist, arm bar to settle
Carl Holley of Linden (L) in 2:54 in
the 130-lb semis. Morrison wrestled
two of his best bouts ever to advance to
the finals. First, he exercised his sense
of positioning to pin Rahway’s (R)
Alex Hamwi in 2:15, then he pulled a
slick arm drag and added a nearfall to
defeat D’Ondre Floyd of Elizabeth
(E), 5-0, in the semis.

“We have been practicing harder
than ever on our moves, Mike
(Ferrara) and I in the room just going
at each other,” Morrison said. “I’m
excited!”

The two biggest upsets of the after-
noon came at the expense of Raiders,
who were both returning district
champs. First, top-seeded Tristan
Bundy was stunned by Markovich, 9-
4, in the 119-lb semis, then top-seeded
Mike Ridge was out-hustled, 6-5, by
Blue Devil Brian Henry at 145-lbs.
when he escaped and followed up
with a takedown in the semis. Earlier,
Henry pinned George Travinsky (E)
in 2:39 with a headlock.

“I’m so overwhelmed! I knew I had
to outwork him. I had to keep going at
him,” Henry said of his bout with
Ridge.

Henry lost his bid for the title with
a 10-0 loss to Chavez. Bundy quickly
recovered to place third with a 2:27,
injury default win over Danny Rivera
(L) and Ridge regrouped to take third
with a 12-9 win over Cougar JP
Christiano.

Top-seeded at 152-lbs, Raider Mike
Ferrara used a grapevine, head clamp
to pin Shabazz’s (MX) Sean Brandon
in 2:46. After witnessing two of his
teammates being upset in the semis,
he had no intension of letting that
happen to him. Ferrara chalked up
five takedowns, a reversal and a three-
point tilt to seize a 19-3, 4:55 tech fall
over Travis Foster (L) in the semis.

“It definitely made me aware. Both
those guys, including myself, were
top-seeded. It proved to me that you

DeLaFUENTE, LEMBERG WIN TWO EVENTS APIECE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Defeat
BrH2O for Sectional Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a down-to-the-wire meet with
No. 1 Immaculate Heart Academy on
January 23, the Westfield High School
girls swim team has been sizzling in
the water. The Blue Devils’ hot streak
continued with a 98-72 victory over
No. 3 Montgomery in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Public A semifinals on
February 17 and, especially, on Feb-
ruary 20 when they iced top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan, 108-62, for the
championship.

“I can’t really say what the change
was with the girls, but starting with our
meet against IHA, there definitely was
one,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Brooke Smith. “I think coming in
people expected big things from us.
We had lost two out of our three top
point scorers but we still had a very
strong sophomore and junior class and
I thought, the potential to be better
than last year. But something just
wasn’t clicking in November and De-
cember and the girls really weren’t
coming together as a team. I don’t
really think it hit home with them until
the M(ount) St. M(ary) meet. Those
girls came in fired up and ready and
they killed us. I think it was after that
the girls realized something needed to
change if they were going to end up in
state finals. And change it did!”

Becky DeLaFuente broke her own
school record in the 100-butterfly,
touching in 58.55, against Montgom-

ery and, although placing second in
the 50-free, Suzanne Lemberg broke
her school record with a time of 51.62.
The two combined with Megan
Kaveney and Lauren Sullivan to set a
school record in the 200-free relay at
1:40.19. DeLaFuente, Maeve
Maloney, Meredith Smith and
Lemberg also won the 400-free relay
in 3:38.54. DeLaFuente also won the
200 Individual Medley in 2:12.26 and
Catherine Maguire won the 100-
breaststroke in 1:00.35.

“We knew Monday’s meet against
Montgomery was going to be tough.
Their first and second swimmers were
faster than ours in a number of events
and they had two out of three faster
relay times. We figured our strength
was going to be in our depth and, for
the most part, it was but we also came
in and swam faster than we previ-
ously had this season,” coach Smith
said. “I think this meet was a big
confidence builder.”

Against Bridgewater-Raritan,
DeLaFuente touched first in the
200IM with a time of 2:13.21 and the
100-fly at 1:00.5. Lemberg touched
first in the 50-free at 24.73 – Kaveney
and Sullivan finished 3-4 with re-
spective times of 25.41 and 25.67 –
and the 100-free at 53.34. Smith
touched first in the 200-free at 1:58.58
followed by Kyle Higgins at 2:01.68.

Maloney pulled off a big win in the
500-free, touching in 5:24.48 and
Maguire finished first in the 100-

breaststroke at 1:09.21. Emily
Budnick, Smith, Loren Ball and
Kaveney won the 200-free relay with
a time of 1:43.23 and DeLaFuente,
Maloney, Smith and Lemberg touched
first in the 400-free relay at 3:40.28.

“Friday just seemed to come to-
gether perfectly for us. On paper, we
thought we would win by 10 or 12,
but with at least one best time in every
event, including splits on the relays,
we ended up winning 108-62. The
girls went in there and did what they
had to do, more than they had to do!

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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LAW STEALS, ASSISTS, REBOUNDS, BREAKS UP PLAYS

Lady Raider B’ballers Crush
ALJ Crusaders in UCT, 48-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Law, Jackie Law that is, established
order and took control when needed
to help the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team crush the A. L. Johnson
Crusaders of Clark, 48-20, in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament in Rahway on
February 19.

The outcome was indeed a turn-
around from their last meeting when
the Crusaders (14-8) came out on top.

“We felt we owed them a little
revenge from the last game. We didn’t
play like ourselves the first time we
played them. We lost by three, I think,”
said Law. “Coming in, we are the

number 1 team and people had expec-
tations of us. We come into the tour-
nament thinking that we are going to
win it. Anything else would be a let-
down. This was another game to get
there. They are a great team and the
scoreboard doesn’t show how hard
we had to beat them.”

From the onset, Law served notice
that she was going to be in charge.
She broke up numerous Crusader
plays, pulled nine rebounds, made
three steals, had four assists and con-
tributed two points.

“She always does! She will guard
anybody. She may not be leading
scorer, she may not be leading
rebounder but she gets key rebounds,
she gets key steals, a lot of assists and

points when we need them. She de-
fends. She breaks up the press. All the
intangible things that don’t necessar-
ily show up in the stats! She does
everything we need her to do. There
isn’t a team in this county that doesn’t
want her on their team,” Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis said.

“It was more about being the
playmaker and defensively I think I
held my own,” Law said.

Point guard Kathryn DeCataldo,
who finished with 13 points and had
three assists, banged in two of her
three 3-pointers in the first quarter
that was won by the Raiders, 18-8.
Laura Degnan (4 assists, 3 rebounds,
steal) netted six of her eight points in
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Flowing archways, hardwood floors, moldings and French doors craft a magical ambi-
ance that fills this gracious Mountainside Colonial with charm. Traditional details enliven 
the fire lit living room, formal dining room & handsome den. The updated granite ac-
cented kitchen with wet bar, family room with French doors to the patio & lovely sunroom 
welcome everyone. The marvelous master with updated bath & spacious customized walk-
in closet crowns the second floor. There are three more bedrooms, a second updated bath 
and ample closet space. A picturesque yard with brick patio, towering trees, superb land-
scaping and a notable location enhance this enchanting setting. Presented for $1,075,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON HIS THIRD DISTRICT TITLE…Blue Devil senior John Barnes, top, earned his third District 11 title with
a 19-3, technical fall over Raider Wesley Morrison at 130-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH FROM THE OUTSIDE…Point guard Kathryn DeCataldo, No. 22, who finished with 13 points and had
three assists, banged in two of her three 3-pointers in the first quarter that was won by the Raiders, 18-8.


