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– Obituaries –
Mildred Neylon, 86, Retired Teacher;
Active In Programs to Help Others

Mildred M. Neylon

Mildred M. Neylon, 86, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, February
19, at Greenbrook Manor Nursing
Home in Green Brook.

Born in Plainfield, she
had lived there before
moving to Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Neylon was a
graduate of Jersey City
Teacher’s College and
had taught at School One
in Scotch Plains for 32
years prior to retiring in
1985.

An active member of
the Grace Episcopal
Church in Plainfield, Mrs. Neylon
served as head usher and volun-
teered at Grace’s Kitchen. She was
a member of Episcopal Church
Women and served as president and
treasurer of Grace Church ECW.

Additionally, Mrs. Neylon served
on the board of trustees of the United
Way of Union County; as secretary
of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, and as treasurer of
the Older Women’s League. She
also was a volunteer with the Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless and
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County.

She was predeceased by her son,
Robert L. Neylon, Jr., in 2001; her
grandson, David Blix, in 1985, and

by her sister, Evelyn Erber,
in 1991.

Surviving are her daugh-
ter, Barbara Blix; her sis-
ter, Mae Doughty; her
brother, James McLean;
four grandchildren,
Michael, Peter and Denise
Blix and Paul Neylon, and
two great-grandchildren,
David Carl Beckwith and
Justin Neylon.

Services were held on
Monday, February 23, at the Grace
Episcopal Church in Plainfield. In-
terment followed at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Grace Episcopal Church,
Book of Golden Memories, 600
Cleveland Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07060. For additional information
or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

D.K.

Ray A. Elmendorf, 83, MIT Graduate;
Retired Exxon Engineering Associate

Ray A. Elmendorf, 83, passed
away on Sunday, February 22, at his
residence in Fanwood.

Born in Kingston, N.Y. on May
28, 1925, he had resided in Eliza-
beth and Scotch Plains before mov-
ing to Fanwood in 1960.

Mr. Elmendorf received a degree in
mechanical engineering from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy. Prior to retiring in 1985, he was
an engineering associate with Exxon
Chemical Company in Linden for 38
years.

He was a member of the Exxon
retirees’ club and also an usher and
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield for more than
50 years.

He served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

Mr. Elmendorf enjoyed bowling,
camping, golfing and gardening.

Surviving are his loving wife,
Pamala (Goodwill) Elmendorf, and
his children, Thomas D., Sheryl
Laliberte and Rayna Elmendorf. He
also will be deeply missed by his
six grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, February

26, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Arrangements are under the di-

rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations in his memory
may be made to the music program at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Johann ‘Bob’ Beller, 89, Family Man;
Was Longtime Pump Design Engineer
Johann “Bob” Beller, 89, of

Fanwood died peacefully on Sunday,
February 22.

Born in Germany, he immigrated
to the United States in 1922. He had
lived in Newark and Union before
moving to Fanwood in 1955.

Mr. Beller was a pump design engi-
neer for Lecourtenay Co. and Goulds
Pumps, Inc. for 46 years.

He served in the European theater
with the United States Army during
World War II and in the postwar pe-
riod with the New Jersey National
Guard. Mr. Beller graduated from the
Army Command and Staff College at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan. and retired
as a lieutenant colonel.

Surviving are his wife of 65 years,
Angelina (née Pallante); a son, Rob-
ert, his wife, Maureen, and their chil-
dren, Jonathan and Alison, of Morris
Plains; his grandson Christopher
Heacock, and his grandson Scott
Heacock, his wife, Donna, and their
children, Morgan and Michael. Also
surviving is his sister, Helen Ruff of

Union.
Mr. Beller’s daughter, Marlene

Heacock, predeceased him in 2002.
His sister, Sophie Stollenwerk of Egg
Harbor Township, died in 2003.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 25, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Entombment took
place at Hollywood Memorial Park
in Union.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made in his
memory to a favorite charity, to At-
lantic Home Care and Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041
or to the Carol Simon Cancer Center
at Morristown Memorial Hospital,
100 Madison Avenue, Morristown,
N.J. 07960.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Gardening Program Series
On Tap at Local Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has sched-
uled a series of events geared to-
wards both experienced and novice
gardeners. All programs will run
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

On March 3, Stephen Schoeman,
a Master Gardener with Union
County Cooperative Extension, will
speak about houseplants – how to
choose them, nurture them and keep
them thriving. He will answer ques-
tions from the audience and address
many frequently voiced concerns.

Additionally, Parker Gardens will
present three programs at the li-
brary. On April 28, “Curb Appeal
for the Weekend Gardener” will be
the featured presentation. A repre-
sentative will highlight multiple
projects that can be undertaken and
completed within a weekend.

On May 19, a representative will

speak about “Gardening to Attract
Winged Creatures,” including but-
terflies and birds.

The series will conclude on June
9 with a Parker Gardens presenta-
tion on vegetable gardening. Old
favorites and new varieties will be
shown and discussed.

These programs are free and open
to all interested participants. Pre-
registration is recommended. For
further information, to register or to
get directions, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Optimists Request Nominees
For Youth Volunteer Award
WESTFIELD – For the 13th con-

secutive year, the Optimist Club of
Westfield is seeking nominations
for its annual Karyn Oros Youth
Volunteer Award. This award is
given to a Westfield resident who is
a junior or senior in high school and
who has distinguished himself or
herself through volunteer service in
the community.

“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principles of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is
pleased to recognize young men
and women who have embraced
these values at an early age,” said
Youth Volunteer Award Co-Chair-
person Trudy Silverman.

The award includes a cash grant
and, if the winner is a Westfield
High School student, will be pre-
sented at the “Awards Night” cer-
emony at the high school on Thurs-
day, May 28.

Anyone wishing to nominate a
student for the Youth Volunteer
Award is asked to contact Trudy

Silverman at (908) 654-0825 or
trudysilverman@verizon.net for a
nomination form. The deadline to
submit nomination forms is Friday,
March 27.

Founded in 1989, the Optimist
Club of Westfield is a not-for-profit,
community service organization. Its
mission is to enhance the overall
quality of life in Westfield by devel-
oping, initiating and maintaining
projects and programs that prima-
rily benefit the youth and families
of the community.

The club works closely with the
schools, public agencies and other
civic-minded organizations in
Westfield to support other endeav-
ors that are in concert with its pri-
mary objectives.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
meets monthly at Ferraro’s Restau-
rant of Westfield and encourages
like-minded men and women to at-
tend. For more information, call
Membership Chairman Mike Walsh
at (908) 654-3144.

Paul D. Jackson, 47, ’79 WHS Alumnus;
Dedicated Advocate for Disadvantaged
Paul David Jackson, 47, of

Westfield died on Sunday, February
22, 2009, at the Center For Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains after a long
illness.

Paul was born on March 12, 1961
in Elizabeth and soon after moved to
Westfield. After graduating from
Westfield High School in 1979, he
attended Bloomfield College and
Rutgers University.

He was president of the Paul Jack-
son Fund, a non-profit foundation
that assisted individuals and families
facing a financial crisis due to cata-
strophic illness or disability. Since its
founding, hundreds of families in the
metropolitan area have been provided
assistance. The fund was originally
established by Paul’s friends to aid
Paul in his rehabilitation after spinal
cord surgery in 1989.

A lifelong volunteer and advocate
for the disadvantaged, Paul volun-
teered while in high school at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside. As an adult, he coached
Little League football in Westfield
and spent several summers as a coun-
selor at Camp Happy Days, a camp
for children with cancer.

In 1991, Paul trained for and com-
pleted the New York City Marathon,
Disability section.

Paul is survived by his loving par-
ents, Barbara and Thomas Jackson,
Sr.; his devoted siblings, Thomas
Jackson, Jr. and his wife, Wendy Hill,
Mark Jackson and his wife, Lynn
Phillips, Mary Jackson and her hus-
band, Stephen Deduck, Eileen Jack-
son and her partner, Nancy Lizza,
Michael Jackson, David Jackson and
his wife, Megan, and Jennifer Jack-

son, and his adoring nieces and neph-
ews, Alexander, Natalie and Stephen
Thomas Deduck; Rebecca, Samantha
and Dylan Jackson; Lauren Phillips-
Jackson and Maisie Jackson.

Funeral services will be held on
Saturday, February 28, at 10 a.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
February 27, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that contributions be made
to a charity of one’s choice.
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Mr. Butts to Continue Saga
Of the Broadway Musical

Robert Butts

FANWOOD – Conductor and
lecturer Robert W. Butts will return to
the Fanwood Memorial Library on
Tuesday, March 3, at 7 p.m. for the
second part of his
program “From
Shakespeare to
Sunset Boulevard:
The Story of the
B r o a d w a y
Musical.”

Mr. Butts will
continue to trace the
history of the Broad-
way musical from
its humble begin-
nings as plays that included songs to
full-blown productions, complete
with lyricists, composers and per-
formers who brought spirit and vital-
ity to the stage in the last century.

The Broadway show emerged at the
beginning of the 20th century and de-
veloped fully during a Golden Age of
theatrical music led by the creative
personalities of Rodgers, Hammerstein,
Lerner, Loewe, Kern, Porter, Gershwin,
Bernstein, Webber and Sondheim. To-
day the Broadway musical remains one
of the world’s most popular musical
formats.

Mr. Butts’ program will pick up in
the 1950s as a continuation of last
year’s well-attended program. His
extensive knowledge spans not only

musicals, but
also opera,
chamber and
s y m p h o n i c
music, and he
has toured all
over the world.
For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
v i s i t
robertbutts.com.

The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
sponsor this program. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information and to
reserve a space, call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

www.goleader.com

Leslie Thompson, 55
Leslie Thompson, 55, died on Sat-

urday, February 21, at his home in
Westfield.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, he was
a longtime resident of Westfield.

Mr. Thompson was the property
manager at Westfield Manor Apart-
ments.

Surviving are his wife, Jean Mary
Thompson; his mother, Dorothy; his
son, John; three daughters, Cindy
Bateman, Kelly and Kerry Thompson;
three brothers, Steven, Matthew and
Martin; three sisters, Maria, Dorothy
and Charlotte, and five grandchildren.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 25, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Cremation was
private.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Church Offers Series
Of Soup and Devotions

FANWOOD – A Lenten series of
Soup and Devotion will be held each
Wednesday through Lent, starting
on March 4 and continuing through
April 1 at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at Martine and
LaGrande Avenues. These events will
consist of a light dinner of home-
made soup and bread at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a short devotional pro-
gram in the dining room at 7 p.m.

The theme for these devotions will
be “The Lord is my Shepherd – Lenten
reflections on the 23rd Psalm.” Four
area ministers and two candidates for
ministry will speak on the various
aspects of this famous psalm.

Katherine Mustaro, a recent semi-
nary graduate, will lead the devotion on
March 4. The other participating lead-
ers are the Reverend Rob Martin, the
Reverend Gary Wetzel, Donald Wahlig
and the Reverend John Howard.

Regular Sunday services will be
held at 10 a.m., with Sunday school
for children at 10:20 a.m. The public
is welcome to all of these events. For
further information about these events
or directions to the church, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

Rotary Scholarship
Forms Due Tuesday

WESTFIELD – The final deadline
for submission of applications to the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation
Scholarship Committee is Tuesday,
March 3. Westfield residents who are
graduating seniors from public or pri-
vate high schools are eligible to apply.

According to Committee Chairman
Liz Ensslin, the criteria for consider-
ation includes academic achievement,
demonstrated financial need and com-
munity service. “The Rotary motto is
‘Service Above Self.’ Therefore, the
service aspect of each applicant’s
résumé is particularly important to
the committee,” she said.

Students may apply for a Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation scholarship
by contacting their guidance counselor
to obtain the appropriate forms and
instructions or by contacting Mrs.
Ensslin directly at eensslin@verizon.net
or (908) 272-8090.

Tricky Tray to Raise
Funds For OPCA Cure

KENILWORTH – A Tricky Tray
fundraiser will be held on Thursday,
March 12, to support a cure for
Olivopontocerebellar Atrophy
(OPCA) through the National Ataxia
Foundation. The event will be held
from 6 to 10 p.m. at Boulevard Five
72, 572 Boulevard in Kenilworth. The
$30 cost includes a buffet dinner and
cash bar. Interested persons may con-
tact Bethanie Wright at (908) 931-
0728 or e-mail Wrightlife@aol.com.

SEWN WITH LOVE…Fanwood Presbyterian Church “Needle Nite” partici-
pants admire one of the many quilts to be given to Children’s Specialized
Hospital. The next “Needle Nite” session will take place on Friday, March 6, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue in Fanwood. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Jean Fraser and Nancy Bassman of Scotch Plains and Betsy
Holderride and Kris Adams of Fanwood.

Book Sale Items Collection
To Conclude This Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library are
asking area residents to donate used
books and audio-visual materials, and/
or to volunteer a few hours to help with
their used book sale to be held in
March. Friends volunteers will be on
hand this Saturday, February 28, to
help patrons unload their cartons and
bags of books. The collection will end
on Sunday, March 1.

Donations need to be in good, re-
salable condition. The Friends are
seeking fiction, non-fiction, children’s
books, how-to books and cookbooks,
among other genres. Lightly used
CDs, DVDs and books-on-tape also
are sought, particularly items that are
of interest to children. The library
will not accept sets of encyclopedias,
Reader’s Digest condensed books,
old textbooks or books that have been

damaged, water-soaked or otherwise
are not in good condition. In addition,
cassettes and VHS tapes will not be
accepted or offered this year.

A separate children’s book sale will
be held on Saturday and Sunday,
March 14 and 15. The regular book
sale will take place Thursday through
Saturday, March 19 to 21, with a
preview night for “Friends” members
only on Wednesday, March 18, from
6 to 8 p.m. The regular sale hours will
be 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 19, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 20 and 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on March 21. Sale proceeds
will support ongoing library programs
and are used to purchase items for the
library.

Interested volunteers may sign up
at the circulation desk at the library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue in
Scotch Plains, or call (908) 322-5007.


