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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBER WHEN...More than 200 residents gathered at Our Lady of Lourdes
church in Mountainside on Valentine’s Day to attend the eighth annual comedy
show to benefit Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) research. Gary
Whyte of Mountainside (right), spearheaded the event. He  introduced Kassie
Ciasulli (left), who grew up in Mountainside. She performed at many local
productions and is now an accomplished vocalist living in northern New Jersey
with her husband and three-year-old son.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
LEADERSHIP FLOW...Outgoing Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Board Chairman Joan Papen of Scotch Plains holds a plaque presented to her by
newly elected Chairman Charles Lombardo of Garwood at last Thursday’s
meeting. RVSA Counsel Brian Hak looks on.

Courtesy of Dave Cappiello
COLLISION WITH SCHOOL BUS...A Ford Explorer overturned, Monday, in Westfield at the intersection of Boulevard
and Washington Street when a school bus, operated by the Vogel Bus Company, ran a stop sign, resulting in a collison. A
14-year-old on the bus and three youths in the car, ranging from 4 to 11, along with the bus driver, were not injured. The
driver was extricated  from the car by Westfield firefighters and taken to an area hospital. The condition of the driver of
the SUV is not known at this time, although her injuries were not believed to be life threatening, police said.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CONGRESSIONAL  WELCOME...With several dozen citizens and local digni-
taries in attendance, Rep. Leonard Lance held a grand opening, last Wednesday,
for his Westfield office, located at 425 E. North Avenue. Pictured, left to right, are:
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Rep. Lance,
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca and Councilman
Tom Bigosinski.

RVSA Appoints Lombardo
As Chair, Finances Discussed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board at
its annual reorganization meeting last
Thursday named Garwood’s Charles
Lombardo as chairman and Robert
Luban of Woodbridge as vice-chair-
man. The board refused to postpone
excess flow hearings for Roselle Park,
Springfield and Woodbridge.

 In addition, utilities bills, cost of
the expansion, refinancing options
and costs for adding emergency power
equipment were discussed. A presen-
tation on using bonds to manage the
impact of debt service for the court-
mandated $200 million upgrade of
the waste flow facility was heard.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s repre-
sentative to the board, read a letter
stating that Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso and the township coun-
cil were not in favor of conducting the
excess-flow hearings. Among the
points made were that in light of the
current economic climate, punitive
action by the authority would “add
insult to injury.”

A letter had been received from
Springfield’s attorney, Bruce Bergen,
on February 17, requesting some ad-
ditional documentation and a further
adjournment of the hearings until the
requested information was provided.

Discussion of Mr. Bergen’s request
and Mr. Mazzarella’s letter resulted
in a determination to move forward
with the hearing as scheduled this
evening, with Roselle Park sched-
uled for 7 p.m., Springfield at 7:30
p.m., and Woodbridge at 8 p.m. It was
also stated that the intent of the hear-

ings was to open a dialog to deter-
mine and correct the cause of the
excess flow, not necessarily to im-
pose penalties.

Late in the meeting, a request by
Springfield was made to move a seg-
ment of sewer line along Meisel Av-
enue exposed by Rahway River ero-
sion. The move was approved, and
Michael Brinker, the authority’s ex-
ecutive director, asked whether this
might be a factor in the township’s
excess flow.

The bond presentation, given by
James Fagan of NW Financial and
Tricia Gasparine of McManimon &
Scotland, was on some strategies the
authority might use to help manage
outstanding debt. The presentation
centered on two concepts: delaying
payment of some of the principal on
some of next year’s budget, and using
unspent construction money to buy
back some long-term bonds.

The delay of payment of principal
is simply a delaying tactic – as dis-
cussed, it would slow payment of
about $8.3 million at a cost of about
$9 million spread over 10 years. Mr.
Fagan described that there was no
real financial benefit to the transac-
tion, in fact, it incurs costs, but would
lower the authority’s cost in the year(s)
it was done. If the additional bonding
were done, the result would be a
reduction of about $7.4 million the
first year, followed by increases of
about $900,000 for the following nine
years. The board requested follow-up
from the firms with some different
amounts and involving multi-year sce-
narios.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Vehicle Overturns After
Struck By School Bus

By PAUL PEYTON and
SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A school bus ran
a stop sign at Washington Street and
Boulevard Monday in the late after-
noon striking a SUV, causing the ve-
hicle to flip on its side, according to
police.

Bebel J. Capistrano, 32, of
Westfield, the driver of the SUV, had
to be extricated from the vehicle by
the Westfield Fire Department,
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said.

Chief Kelly said when he arrived
on the scene of the accident, which
occurred at 5 p.m., members of the
Westfield Police Department were
helping to rescue the woman’s three
children, ages 11, 7 and 4, from the
overturned vehicle on the 600 block
of Boulevard.

According to the police report ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader,
Mathieu Pierre, 61, of East Orange,
listed as the driver of the bus owned by
the Vogel Bus Company of Garwood,
“failed to yield at the stop sign at the
intersection of Boulevard and Wash-
ington Street” and struck the Ford
Explorer driven by Ms. Capistrano.

Captain David Wayman of the
Westfield Police Department said the
bus was transporting a single student
from “a school outside of Westfield.”
He believed the student lives outside
of Westfield. The police report did
not list a hometown for the child.

The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-
ported Ms. Capistrano to Overlook
Hospital in Summit. Captain Wayman
described her injuries as “non life-
threatening.”

The rescue squad evaluated the bus
driver and the passengers from both
vehicles at the scene and determined
that none of them had sustained inju-
ries.

A person who answered the phone
at Vogel responded, “I am going to
tell you, no comment.”

Lorre Korecky, a spokeswoman for
the Westfield Board of Education,
which contracts with Vogel, con-
firmed that, “It’s (the bus in the acci-
dent) not one of ours.”

The bus driver was issued a sum-
mons for failure to stop at a stop sign.
The Westfield Police Department is
continuing its investigation of the in-
cident, including whether or not ex-
cess speed was involved.

MS BOE Presents $14.1 Mil.
Budget for 2009-2010 Year

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) unveiled its 2009-2010 budget
of $14,074,000 on Tuesday night repre-
senting a 3.6 percent increase over last
year, according to school business ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin.

The district does not have the final
state aid numbers, which are due on
March 10.

Therefore, the budget is based on the
assumption that no additional money
will be received from the state as com-
pared to last year (approximately
$900,000), officials said.

The district has a week from the day
it receives the actual state aid amount to
submit its budget to Union County Ex-
ecutive School Superintendent Carmen
Centuolo for state approval.

“The timeline for these numbers from

the state is something we’re forced to
work with,” said BOE President Mary
Beth Schaumberg. Salaries account for
$6,700,000 of the budget. On the rev-
enue side, the property tax levy is pro-
jected to be $12,600,374, about
$455,000 over last year.

Other major components of the bud-
get include special education costs and
the payment to the Berkeley Heights
School system to send Mountainside
students to Governor Livingston High
School.

In terms of state aid numbers, Mr.
McLaughlin said the state has defined
the efficiency standard that affects the
state aid amount districts receive as the
“median cost spent by districts of the
same enrollment size, regardless of dis-
trict demographics.”

The Borough of Mountainside falls
under the second highest factor group-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Unanimously Votes
On Washington Zone Redistricting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday night unanimously
approved a plan to redistrict to Edison
Intermediate School a partial number
of students from the Washington El-
ementary School zone, who would
normally attend Roosevelt Interme-
diate School (RIS), to address a rise
in enrollment at RIS.

On February 3, the board voted on
first reading by a tally of 8 to 1 to
redistrict, with Anne Riegel as the
sole board member against the plan.
Tuesday night, she voted yes at the

second and final reading.
In a packed auditorium at Edison,

parents and residents commented to
the board before and after the board
presentations about why they wanted
the board to vote down Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan’s
redistricting plan, which moves 21
students in the fall to Edison and, by
2013, would shift a cumulative 124
students over the five-year plan.

In an effort to curb the time a
person comments, after the last
board meeting went well past 1 a.m.,
the board placed a computer moni-
tor in front of the speaking podium

with a two-minute countdown. Par-
ents felt compelled to ignore it, and
one resident, Josh Cantor, handed
the board attorney a list of 14 people
who gave him their two minutes, so
he could have more time at the mi-
crophone.

He said he believes that the district
would see “$1 million per team” (re-
ferring to team teaching the district
employs) in increased costs for new
teachers with the new redistricting plan.

Residents voiced their concerns,
which included splitting 11-year-olds
from their friends and the social and
psychological impacts that would
have on them, the costs involved in
the redistricting plan, the bus com-
muting time and the effect busing
kids across town could have on a
child’s involvement in extra curricula
activities.

Ms. Dolan gave her report after the
first comment section and included
information, after residents had asked
for it on previous meetings, about the
other areas in town she had reviewed
when studying how to alleviate the
increased enrollment at Roosevelt by
redistricting.

She said she did not want to give
out this information previously be-
cause she did want to “pit” one area
against the other.

Board member Beth Cassie headed
up the verbal presentation, supported
by a document the school district sent
by e-mail and posted online on Mon-
day, of the report of the Long Range
Planning Committee. This report sum-
marizes the process in which the com-
mittee evaluated and formed thoughts
on Ms. Dolan’s options for redistrict-
ing.

In the report, it shows that the com-
mittee looked at moving boundary
lines for attendance zones. “The com-
mittee initially considered moving
the attendance zone boundary line.
Using the train station as a pivot point
and gradually moving the line north
on the west side of town, the line
intersects with RIS. It became clear
that moving students who live so close
to RIS did not make sense,” the report
stated.

Other options considered included
redistricting students in Wilson and
Washington who are eligible for bus-
ing to RIS; neighborhoods in the

Westfield Earmarks $30,000
In Sandra Chambers Settlement
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council,
Tuesday night, authorized the town
administrator to sign an agreement
between the Town of Westfield and
police officer Sandra Chambers to
settle a sexual-harassment lawsuit
brought by the officer against the
town and its former police chief.

Among the town’s latest bills and
claims package, requested by and
provided to The Westfield Leader,
$30,000 is earmarked for Ms. Cham-
bers and her attorney, Eric
Pennington. This represents the
town’s portion of the settlement,
which is not yet completely ratified.

Following the meeting, Finance
Policy Chairman Sal Caruana deemed
the agreement a “tentative settlement,
which is in the process of being

memorialized…It requires final ex-
ecution.”

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the matter still requires
the filing of a “stipulation of dis-
missal with prejudice,” which “for-
mally concludes the lawsuit.”

According to a law encyclopedia,
such a stipulation effectively prevents
the plaintiff from bringing the same
lawsuit against the same defendant in
the future.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom

Bigosinski voted against approval of
the bills and claims, as well as autho-
rizing the agreement.

Both matters passed by 7-1 votes.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
was home with wife, Cara, after the
birth of their newborn son, Collin.

Reading from a prepared statement,
Mr. Bigosinski said, “...the town
should take a close look at the con-
duct and performance of its depart-
ment managers. Where, as here, we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Hopes to Reduce
Spending and Tax Increases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County offi-
cials revealed on Saturday that the clos-
ing of the Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark
would result in a savings of $150,000 by
eliminating clubhouse seasonal staff,
$200,000 from a reduction in greens ma-
terial, $200,000 from a reduction in utili-
ties and fuel and another $200,000 by
cutting three supervisors of greenskeepers.

The possibility of eliminating the divi-
sion of park planning and environmental
studies and seven salaried employees to
generate $300,000 in savings is also on
the table in the event State Legislature
does not pass the pension-deferral bill, Al
Faella, director of the department of parks
and community renewal, said. The county
had projected to reduce spending by $4
million by deferring the county’s portion
of employee pensions to future years.

County officials plan to close Oak Ridge
in an effort to eliminate a $700,000 oper-
ating deficit at the county’s three public
golf courses, $400,000 of which was at
Oak Ridge.

The closing is part of $24 million in
reductions County Manager George
Devanney has recommended to get the
county to a proposed $449.3-million bud-
get, an increase of $11.5 million over last
year’s adopted budget, with $264.1 mil-
lion of that amount to be raised in taxes or
$12.5 million over 2008.

The county manager is looking to re-
duce the budget by another $8 million in
anticipation of the pension-deferral bill
not being passed.

Armando Sanchez, director of the
county’s division of golf operations, told
the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders at the county’s first budget meet-
ing with department heads that he projects
the golf operations would generate $3.7
million in revenue based on 100,000
rounds of golf played with operating costs
of $3.6 million.

“So, we are looking at breaking even or
even making some money this year,” he
said.

Officials said this estimate was based
on the opening of a new driving range and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The second idea was to use an amount
roughly estimated at $10 million, re-
maining from construction funds to
buy back, in the open market, some
bonds due in the 2024 to 2035
timeframe. Legal restrictions exist on
the use of the funds, which prohibit
their use in most other ways. This sce-
nario was tabled because the amount of
the bonding to be retired would not be
known for several months.

Clark resident William Caruso, a
former councilman, and Joseph
Pubchara spoke to the board about the
cost of the plant expansion. Clark has
created a utility to bill for sewerage
service. In one exchange, Westfield’s
representative, Allen Chin, asked Mr.
Caruso what he paid for sewerage. Mr.
Caruso replied, “$175 a year.” Mr. Chin
then responded that at $15 per month;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sewerage Authority
Discusses Fees and Finances

learning center at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Union by July. The county
estimated this facility would generate
$50,000 per month in additional county
revenue with $600,000 projected for a
full season of golf starting in 2010.

“All three golf courses are facing their
own challenges, but the downtrend in the
economy has especially magnified the
failings of one course, [the] Oak Ridge
Golf Course,” Mr. Devanney said. He
said the closing of the course would pro-
duce a savings of about $750,000.

“If we do not close [Oak Ridge], this
particular facility would require a mini-
mum of $5 to $7 million to rebuild its
antiquated clubhouse and ailing golf
course, which also suffers from structural
flooding,” he added.

The county manager said statistics show
that golfers who used Oak Ridge have
switched to Ash Brook in Scotch Plains
when Oak Ridge was unavailable. Mr.
Sanchez said he believes county golfers
would stay at Union County courses due
to the affordability of the facilities.

The county has gone out for a request
for proposal (RFP) to contract out the
clubhouse operations at Galloping Hill
and Ash Brook. Mr. Devanney said, due
to the potential of further budget cuts
because of the stalled pension deferral
bill in Trenton, the county has expanded
its RFP to include maintenance of the
courses as well.

Should the bill not pass and the divi-
sion of park planning and environmental
studies is eliminated, the planning func-
tions would be outsourced, while parks
and community renewal department staff
would take on other responsibilities.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski ex-
pressed concern, saying the county’s di-
vision is “small for the number of parks
we have.”

In her budget, Union County Joanne
Rajoppi proposed cutting a clerk typist
position in the division of elections when
that person retires this year for a savings
of $25,500 and cutting two part-time po-
sitions in the clerk’s office to save $55,206.
She also said her proposed department
overtime could be reduced by $10,000 to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Spending and Taxes
$30,000, while expenses could be trimmed
by $3,600. Her proposed budget, as in-
cluded in the executive budget, was $1.9
million with the division of elections listed
at $719,249.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, in re-
viewing Ms. Rajoppi’s 2008 annual re-
port, total revenue in the clerk’s office
dropped from $13 million in 2006 to $8
million last year, mostly due to the drop in
new real estate transactions, on which the
county earns fees.

“So you don’t have to see much more
than that,” Mr. Sullivan said in explaining
why the county’s overall revenue was
down last year.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow asked the board to fund 10
positions that were left vacant and not
funded in the 2008 budget. These include
four detectives for homicide investiga-
tions, five detectives for the Narcotic
Strike Force, and another assistant pros-
ecutor to handle child abuse cases. His
budget request sought 23 additional posi-
tions.

“I would be ecstatic to at least have my
10 people back,” he said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, the chair-
man of the board’s fiscal affairs commit-
tee, who ran the meeting, said unless
economic conditions improve the board
would not likely approve additional posi-
tions in the 2009 budget.

In his executive budget, Mr. Devanney
said not filling vacancies in the
prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s office,
surrogate’s office, and county code de-
partment would save the county $2 mil-
lion.

The prosecutor’s office is also request-
ing $382,000 in capital improvements,
including new computers, replacement
equipment to be used to analyze narcotics
and equipment for the county’s new DNA
laboratory.

Regarding $40 million in capital bud-
get requests from department requests,
Mr. Sullivan said the board is “going to
have to say no to a lot of these things.”

County Surrogate James LaCorte sub-
mitted a budget, which was $5,000 over
last year, at just under $900,000.

this was likely the least costly utility
service, which Mr. Caruso purchases.

In other business, the backup gen-
erator issue is awaiting the hiring of
an expert. A recommendation is ex-
pected in a few weeks. The RVSA is
considering the purchase of two mo-
bile diesel generators at a total cost of
$1.5 million. This comes after it was
revealed that that the combustion en-
gines in the cogeneration facility, in-
tended to back up the sewage treat-
ment operation in the event of a power
failure, require five to 20 minutes to
warm up, a delay of which could
result in flooding the plant.

Currently, the plant power is backed
up by existing smaller diesel engines
and by 300 kilowatts of power through
an agreement with Public Service
Electric & Gas (PSE&G).

Candidate Deadline
Monday, March 2, is the last day to

file a petition to run for a seat on local
school boards of education. Petitions
may be obtained from the respective
BOE offices.

Westfield
Monday, February 16, Derrick J. Rix,

28, of Montclair was arrested on an out-
standing Newark criminal warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at East South and
Windsor Avenues. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $125 bail.

Monday, February 16, Natasha Will-
iams, 19, of Newark was arrested on Elm
Street near East Broad Street and charged
with hindering apprehension after police
were summoned regarding a dispute be-
tween a store clerk and two customers.
Police identified Williams as one of the
customers.

The arrest resulted from an investigation
of the incident, after Williams allegedly
provided police with a false name and date
of birth. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where a computer
check revealed two outstanding criminal
warrants from Newark with a total bail
amount of $125. She was held in lieu of bail
on the warrants and also in lieu of $250 bail
on the hindering apprehension complaint.

Monday, February 16, Louis T. Taylor,
24, of Linden was arrested on a Cranford
traffic warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation at Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released after posting
$165 bail.

Tuesday, February 17, Krste Donovski,
44, of Roselle was arrested at Union police
headquarters on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Wednesday, February 18, Justin Kurtley,
20, of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing Linden traffic warrant in the amount of
$339 after a motor vehicle stop on the 1000
block of West North Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Linden
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Westbrook Road reported the theft of cash
and multiple articles of jewelry, in excess
of $20,000, from her home while she was
away for several days. Police said there
were no signs of forced entry.

Thursday, February 19, Nakeeah Battles,
21, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Newark traffic
warrant in the amount of $215. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, February 19, John Toney, 22,
of Bound Brook was arrested at North and
West Dudley Avenues on an outstanding
no-bail warrant from South Plainfield after
the motor vehicle in which he was a passen-
ger was stopped for an obstructed license
plate, broken tail light and seatbelt viola-
tion. Toney was not wearing a seatbelt. A
further investigation revealed the active
warrant.

Toney was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department. He was issued a sum-
mons for the seatbelt violation.

Thursday, February 19, Arthur L. Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested at Berkeley
Heights police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield criminal warrant in the amount
of $263. Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after appearing in court.

Friday, February 20, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that her purse was stolen from
her shopping cart at a business on East
North Avenue. The victim said that a white
female, approximately 20 to 30 years old,
with blonde hair and long fingernails had
approached her. The suspect apparently
distracted the elderly victim, at which time
either the female suspect or a male suspect
removed the victim’s purse and replaced it
with an empty one from the store. By the
time the victim realized that her purse was
missing, both suspects had left the busi-
ness. The case currently is under investiga-
tion.

Friday, February 20, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, David
Samsonia, 23, of Cross River, N.Y. was
arrested at South Avenue and Crossway
Place on an outstanding Piscataway traffic
warrant. He was released after posting $139
bail.

Saturday, February 21, David Baldwin,
Jr., 25, of Avenel was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North and Lenox Avenues
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Cranford
in the amounts of $99 and $89, respec-
tively. Baldwin was released on his own
recognizance with summonses after post-
ing cash bail on both warrants.

Saturday, February 21, Linda Kulik, 59,
of Cranford was arrested on the 1600 block
of Rahway Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, assault on a police
officer and resisting arrest. According to
police, Kulik became belligerent and unco-
operative both at the scene of the arrest and
with police and Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians who subsequently transported her
to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal in Rahway, allegedly punching and kick-
ing officers and EMTs. She was later re-
leased with summonses.

Saturday, February 21, Merih Yavuz,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Pearl Street for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and an outstanding Roselle traf-
fic warrant for $110. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on a summons and the posted
bail.

Saturday, February 21, Michael Katz,
30, of Edison was arrested in the area of
West South Avenue and Hort Street and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He initially
was stopped for not wearing his seatbelt
while operating a motor vehicle; a further
investigation led to the discovery of the
marijuana, according to police.

Katz was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed and
issued summonses for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS), pos-
session of a CDS in a motor vehicle and the
seatbelt violation before being released.

Sunday, February 22, Kunwar Baba, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on the 1200 block
of South Avenue on an outstanding
Kenilworth criminal warrant for $1,159.
Baba was turned over to the Kenilworth
Police Department.

Monday, February 23, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
the theft of a Trek 3700 black 10-speed
bicycle with 19½-inch wheels from a de-
tached garage located in the rear yard of his
residence.

Monday, February 23, Thomas E.
Dimino, 59, of Atlantic City was arrested at
the Atlantic County jail in Mays Landing
on a Westfield traffic warrant. Dimino was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and held on
$750 bail pending commitment to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 17, officers responded

to a report of teenagers fighting at Deerfield
School. According to police, a vehicle con-
taining six juveniles was stopped as it at-
tempted to exit Our Lady of Lourdes Church
parking lot, which is adjacent to Deerfield.

Four other juveniles questioned at the
scene stated they were playing basketball
when the teens, which arrived in the ve-
hicle, approached them and started a fight,
police said. The six juveniles stated that
they came to the location to watch a fight
they heard was to take place in the parking
lot, authorities reported. No charges were
filed at his time.

Tuesday, February 17, George Hamilton,
50, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license, as
well as an outstanding warrant out of
Franklin Township in the amount of $125
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, February 19, police responded
to a residence on Springfield Avenue on the
report of a fire. According to police, the fire
was electrical in nature and was rendered
under control by the Mountainside Fire
Department with the help of the fire depart-
ments from Springfield and Westfield.
PSE&G also responded and cut the wires to
make the area safe until a crew could come
and repair the lines, police said. The only
damage was to the utility pole.

Friday, February 20, Santos Barrera, 54,
of Newark was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a motorist was
traveling on Route 22 when something
struck and cracked his windshield. Accord-
ing to police, no other vehicle was on the
highway at time and the object believed to
have struck the windshield is a BB.

Saturday, February 21, officers re-
sponded to a storage facility on Route 22 on
a report of theft. According to police, the
victim reported that someone removed three
crates of records and CDs from his unit. An
employee at the facility stated that the vic-
tim had not installed the lock correctly on
his storage unit which allowed for the door
to be partially opened and entrance gained,
police said.

Saturday, February 21, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that she lost her
wallet while viewing a movie at the theater.
According to police, the wallet was placed
in the cardboard carrying case that the vic-
tim received at the concession stand and
was accidentally placed on the floor of the
theater along with the empty tray. A search
of the theater did not produce the wallet,
police said.

Sunday, February 22, a patron of a Route
22 theater reported that while he was inside
the theater someone forcefully entered his
vehicle damaging the molding around the
driver’s side window and removed his ra-
dio, a GPS and a tachometer.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 17, Michael O’Brien,

29, of Middlesex was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
which time officers said they smelled the
odor of alcohol. He was processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Grand Avenue reported that someone rang
her doorbell several times during the night
and then ran away.

Wednesday, February 18, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Lamberts Mill Road. According to po-
lice, an unknown identified vehicle struck a
vehicle while it was legally parked causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Friday, February 20, Samuel Hanciles,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after of-
ficers responded to a report of an intoxi-
cated individual in a East Second Street
store. According to police, Hanciles was
inside the store yelling obscenities. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Jacob Roman,
18, and Michael Abrantes, 19, both of
Kearney, were arrested and charged with
underage possession of alcohol after offic-
ers, responding to a report of disorderly
conduct at a Route 22 gas station, observed
them drinking beer. They were processed
and released.

Saturday, February 21, Desmond Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Marcos
Canihuante-Pinto, 42, of Cranford was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported that someone
entered his vehicle and removed a GPS
valued at approximately $300.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 18, a resident of

Scotch Plains reported that sometime be-
tween December 10, 2008 and February 3,
2009 someone removed $1,100 from her
checking account. According to police, the
fraud department at the bank, which is
located in Fanwood. Police are investigat-
ing.

Thursday, February 19, Gustavo O.
Sarita-Hernandez, 35, of Reading, Pa., was
arrested on an outstanding Carteret warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, Mathew Laird, 41,
of Fanwood was arrested for outstanding
warrant out of Newark after a field investi-
gation on Helen Street. He was processed
and turned over to the Newark Police De-
partment after failing to post bail.

Friday, February 20, Chiwueze E. Ebere,
22, of Old Bridge was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood after a
field investigation on Martine Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, LTD C. Hannah,
30, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing South Plainfield warrant after a
field investigation on Herbert Street. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, February 22, Rhonda C. Gipson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested for an active
Union Township warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union Town-
ship Police Department after failure to post
bail.

Monday, February 23, Ronnie Davis, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and Bridgewater
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department after failure
to post bail.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC COMMENT…As Westfield resident Lee Stoller approaches the po-
dium to speak at the Westfield Board of Education meeting Tuesday night, a
Westfield police officer whispers in his ear.

ing and is therefore directed by the state
to “reduce their spending for items such
as technology, libraries,” he said.

“Small class size is imperative,” Mr.
McLaughlin said.

The Mountainside School District
student population totals nearly 1,000
with grades pre-kindergarten to second
grade attending Beechwood School,
grades three to eight attending Deerfield
School, and grades nine to 12 attending
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.

Board member Joseph Tinnirella
asked Mr. McLaughlin about how the
national economic stimulus package
may change the state aid amount for the
district. Mr. McLaughlin said he
“couldn’t get a clear answer” from the
state.

Mr. McLaughlin told The Westfield
Leader, with the district’s mission of
“providing the highest quality of edu-
cation,” $95,000 is being allocated next
year for textbook purchases, costing
each household an estimated $147 over
the next fiscal year.

One area of budget savings for the
next fiscal year over the current is a
one-time, two-month premium deferral
to the state health benefit plan in the
amount of $188,044, which Mr.
McLaughlin said would “help keep the
tax levy as low as possible.”

Mr. Tinnirella asked if the district
plans to “opt out” of the state health
plan.

“It’s cheaper to stay in the plan. We

Franklin district that are farthest from
RIS and combining the Franklin stu-
dents with the students who are bused
to Wilson and Washington.

The other option was the plan
agreed to on Tuesday.

Gary McCready, a board member,
asked the district’s business adminis-
trator, Bob Berman, the length of bus
routes. Mr. Berman said that, according
to the current schedule, it takes buses
from the north side 32 minutes to com-
plete their route and reach RIS and 40
to 50 minutes to reach Edison. He said
he has talked to the bus company about
busing the extra students to Edison, and
the company proposed three different
schedules. He said the bus might run
from the Washington School area at
7:25 a.m. to reach Edison by 7:55 a.m.

He also said one of the current
buses serves an area in the new atten-
dance zone.

Board members also stressed that
Westfield’s strategy of team teaching
is an effective model for education.
Board Member Alice Hunnicutt said
the intermediate school principals en-
dorse this method and saw no nega-
tive impacts. Julia Walker, vice presi-
dent of the board, said if the board did
not vote to redistrict that there would
be “students off team.”

One team is made up of about 100
to 125 students per grade, with a
group of five core academic teachers
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Westfield Board of Education
assigned to one team, with two teams
per grade, the board said. The goal for
class size is a maximum average of
25. Ms. Dolan’s projections show that
over the next five years, class sizes
will average 27 without redistricting.

Over the last few weeks, some par-
ents have said that they feel this num-
ber is not worthy to redistrict a small
number of kids. One parent suggested
staggering start times at Edison and
Roosevelt so teachers can travel be-
tween schools between periods so as
not to disrupt teaming and as a way to
not redistrict.

Ms. Hunnicutt said she visited the
classrooms at both schools and said,
“I wish that we would have redis-
tricted three years ago” because she
said there is an “imbalance of educa-
tion to students.”

Ms. Riegel said the class sizes are
“not adequate now” and that this is
“detrimental” to a child’s education.
This remark was picked up by parents
in the comment section, with some
asking why are they are just hearing
now that their child’s education is not
up to par.

Board Member Jane Clancy also
visited classrooms and said the rooms
at Roosevelt are at and beyond capac-
ity. She said the ability for a teacher to
move desks around and teach in many
different methods is “critical” in how
education is delivered.
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Mountainside Board of Educ.
will make it up (with the deferral) in
plenty of time,” Mr. McLaughlin said.

During his presentation, Mr.
McLaughlin also said that in October
2008, the last payment from the disso-
lution funds account was received. The
dissolution funds account was origi-
nally created to pay current expenses
incurred by the district.

The dissolution funds are from the
breakup of the former Union County
Regional High School District, which
included four high schools serving
Mountainside, Clark, Garwood,
Springfield, Kenilworth and Berkeley
Heights.

According to the budget presentation
materials prepared by Mr. McLaughlin,
during a 2005 audit by certified public
accountant Robert Morrison, the BOE
was advised that the “use of dissolution
funds to ‘pay the bills’ created a prob-
lem.”

During Mr. McLaughlin’s presenta-
tion, he said that during the past four
fiscal years, the district school budget
closed the funding gap of $1,825,422
and therefore resolved the structural
finance problem going forward.

“It’s been a long road, but now it’s
complete,” Mr. McLaughlin said.

During the remainder of the meeting,
the BOE unanimously voted in favor of
motions regarding the approval of the
staff calendar for next year, the pay-
ment of bills and authorizing field trips.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 17.

are confident that no wrongdoing has
occurred, and that the plaintiff’s claim
is without merit, we should be pre-
pared to go to trial and defend the
integrity, reputations and personnel
decision of our departments.”

Mr. Bigosinski also took issue
with the $30,000 figure, a number
which he said “constitutes a portion
of the settlement.” As someone who
has spent the last 14 years as an
attorney practicing mostly in the
field of employment defense, he
said, “I know the value of discrimi-
nation and harassment complaints
brought in New Jersey, and we are
overpaying.”

He continued, “I have spent a few
hours recently reviewing some of the
pleadings, discovery and other materi-
als generated in this lawsuit. I don’t
believe we are serving the residents of
this town by either funding a settlement
straight from our own coffers or autho-
rizing a payment from our insurer.”

Mr. Bigosinski also said the town
ought to adopt a “new approach,”
which “sends a message that we will
take similar baseless claims to trial.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan responded with a pre-
pared statement of her own, saying,
“It is disappointing that Councilman
Bigosinski chooses not to support the
decision of this council, which is a
very fiscally prudent and responsible
judgment.

“After much deliberation,” she
continued, “We arrived at the deci-
sion not to gamble with taxpayer
money.”

Ms. Neylan then referenced a re-
cent court decision in which a New
York jury awarded more than $2 mil-
lion to a 25-year-old Brooklyn native
who lost his leg when falling into the
path of a subway train following a
night out drinking.

“It was his own fault that he was
injured; yet, an unpredictable jury
awarded him [$2.6 million],” she said.

Ms. Neylan said the town “had to
make a judgment call, and we chose
to be fiscally cautious and not expose
Westfield taxpayers to a jury award,
which, history has shown, tends to be
arbitrary and capricious.”

Ms. Neylan said she found it
“ironic” that Mr. Bigosinski abstained
from a matter in the past – in which
the council “voted to save the tax-
payer over $50,000 when we voted
against the 7 percent state tax, which
is added to all pool membership and
parking permit fees – on the basis that
he did not want to get involved in
state issues. Where was his vote to
support saving taxpayer money dur-
ing that debate?”

Mr. Bigosinski spoke to The Leader
via cell phone yesterday morning,
saying, “Once the total settlement
figure becomes public, put your
seatbelts on. It’s an exorbitant figure
that is disproportionate to the merit of
her claims.”

Mr. Bigosinski said, “If there’s one
thing I know, it’s employment law,
and I know a bad deal when I see
one…” The settlement “sends a mes-
sage that we are for sale, and this
could spawn copycat lawsuits.”

Following the meeting, Mr.
Caruana said Mr. Bigosinski “has
every right” to object to the settle-
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Westfield Council – Chambers
ment, but “discussing ongoing litiga-
tion from the dais is out of order; it’s
inappropriate.”

Mr. Caruana, during the meeting,
said he was “disappointed” with a
recent letter to the editor and Leader
editorial, both of which questioned
the town’s response in revealing the
settlement’s details.

“The criticism is completely with-
out merit,” he said. “We are still two
or three steps away. Right now, we
are not permitted to discuss details.”

Once the matter is completely rati-
fied, he said, “then it will be open to
public access.”

In other business, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky recognized the downtown
business district, which, he said, is
“thriving even in this climate.” He
quoted a statistic provided by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
stating that there is a 95 percent occu-
pancy rate in town.

As a way of recognizing Westfield
businesses and promoting the down-
town, the mayor is starting a “Think
Westfield First” campaign, which in-
vites business owners to public meet-
ings as a way to receive exposure for
the services they offer.

The mayor also encouraged attend-
ees and those watching on TV-36 to
“think Westfield first” when consid-
ering possible places to shop or do
business.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the council
welcomed owners John Zhang, of
Gabi’s Sushi and Noodles (13 Elm
Street), and Nancy Baker, of Ana
Beall’s Tea Room (415 Westfield Av-
enue).

At the beginning of the meeting,
the town honored the Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, which has been
providing care since 1951, prior to
declaring March “Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad Month.” Last year,
the squad responded to more than
2,100 emergency medical service
calls. Mayor Skibitsky encouraged
residents to all “chip in” with dona-
tions.

In another matter, Jonathan Jones,
a 24-year member of the recreation
commission, said within the week,
pool registrations would be sent out
to all 2008 members. Members are
asked to return their applications by
Thursday, April 16. On Saturday, April
18, whatever open spots remain will
be open to the general public.

Mr. Ciarrocca said those who do
not attain pool memberships in 2009
should still fill out a form to be on the
waiting list in 2010, which increases
their odds of being offered an appli-
cation. Mr. Jones told the public that
the pool can now accept credit card
payments, but they must be made
online.

WF Chamber Sponsors
Economic Summit

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Cham-
ber of Commerce invited the public to an
Economic Summit on April 17 from 9 to
11 a.m. at the James Ward Mansion, lo-
cated at 169 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Congressman Leonard Lance and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick will lead a
discussion on the economy. The cost is
$14.50 per person, which includes break-
fast. Reservations are required, and space
is limited. See westfieldareachamber.com.
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SP-F BOE Proposes User Fees to
Lessen Property Tax Increase

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) unveiled its proposed
$80,658,102 school budget for 2009-
2010 on Thursday evening. The bud-
get represents a 3.2 percent spending
hike over last year.

Facing staff cuts of 20 teaching
and staff positions totaling
$1,256,775, Donald Parisi, finance
committee chairman, said the com-
mittee researched three areas of po-
tential revenue in the form of user
fees: charging each student $3,000 a
year for the district pre-school pro-
gram, a one-time $100 annual activ-
ity fee for high school students who
participate in co-curricular activi-
ties and $100 for grade 4 through 8
musical instrument students. The fee
would include all sports except la-
crosse and ice hockey, where fami-
lies are already paying for the pro-
grams.

“The staff will have to do more
with less. Any further reductions
will be extremely harmful,” Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said.

“Even if we allow for and approve
user fees, we’re still not matching
revenue to expense,” Mr. Parisi said.

Included in the list of assumptions
is salary increases anticipated as a
result of the contract negotiations
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association when the
teachers’ contract expires June 30,
2009.

“We had to move forward with
certain assumptions while we wait
for Governor (Jon) Corzine to make

Fanwood Mayor Attacks
Racist Org. Over Literature

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADERSHIP FLOW...Outgoing Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board Chairman Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains holds a plaque presented to her by newly elected Chairman Charles Lombardo of Garwood at last Thursday’s
meeting, as RVSA Counsel Brian Hak looks on.

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr expressed her personal outrage
and the outrage of her community at
the distribution of racist hate litera-
ture throughout Fanwood this past
weekend. Issued by the League of
American Patriots based in Butler,
the fliers were dropped in driveways
and on lawns throughout Fanwood
during the early morning hours on
February 21.

Mayor Mahr immediately con-
tacted the New Jersey Attorney
General’s office, as well as Governor
Jon Corzine, asking that “immediate
steps be taken to investigate and de-
termine if those responsible for this
reprehensible act can be prosecuted.”
Her request was also passed to the
Acting United States Attorney for the
District of New Jersey and the Union
County prosecutor.

The Fanwood Police Department
notified the Union County
prosecutor’s office during the week-
end.

“The authors of this filth are cer-
tainly not patriots,” said Mayor Mahr,
“I call them cowards and bigots. There
is no place for such outrageous claims.

“The authors of the hate literature
related that there had been a stolen
car chase in Plainfield and Fanwood
earlier in February and based upon
that one incident, almost all crime
was, therefore, directly linked to Af-
rican-Americans.

“The striking contrast between the
election of President Obama and the
distribution of this hateful material
makes us all realize that we must be
ever vigilant in our efforts to end

racism in America once and for all,”
said Mayor Mahr.

The flier can be downloaded at
www.g o leade r. com/09feb26 /
09feb21-LAP.pdf.

RVSA Appoints Lombardo
As Chair, Finances Discussed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board at
its annual reorganization meeting last
Thursday named Garwood’s Charles
Lombardo as chairman and Robert
Luban of Woodbridge as vice-chair-
man. The board also refused to post-
pone excess flow hearings for Roselle
Park, Springfield and Woodbridge.

 Also utilities bills, cost of the
expansion, refinancing options and
costs for adding emergency power
equipment were discussed. A pre-
sentation on using bonds to manage
the impact of debt service for the
court-mandated $200 million up-
grade of the waste flow facility was
heard.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s repre-
sentative to the board, read a letter
stating that Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso and the township coun-
cil were not in favor of conducting the
excess flow hearings. Among the
points made were that in light of the
current economic climate, punitive
action by the authority would “add
insult to injury.”

A letter had been received from
Springfield’s attorney, Bruce Bergen,
on February 17, requesting some ad-
ditional documentation and a further
adjournment of the hearings until the
requested information was provided.

Discussion of Mr. Bergen’s request

and Mr. Mazzarella’s letter resulted
in a determination to move forward
with the hearings as scheduled this
evening, with Roselle Park sched-
uled for 7 p.m., Springfield at 7:30
p.m. and Woodbridge at 8 p.m. It was
also stated that the intent of the hear-
ings was to open a dialogue to deter-
mine and correct the cause of the
excess flow, not necessarily to im-
pose penalties.

Late in the meeting, a request by
Springfield was made to move a seg-
ment of sewer line along Meisel Av-
enue exposed by Rahway River ero-
sion. The move was approved, and
Michael Brinker, the authority’s ex-
ecutive director, asked whether this
might be a factor in the township’s
excess flow.

The bond presentation, given by
James Fagan of NW Financial and
Tricia Gasparine of McManimon &
Scotland, was on some strategies the
authority might use to help manage
outstanding debt. The presentation
centered on two concepts: delaying
payment of some of the principal on
some of next year’s budget, and using
unspent construction money to buy
back some long-term bonds.

The delay of payment of principal
is simply a delaying tactic – as dis-
cussed, it would slow payment of
about $8.3 million at a cost of about
$9 million spread over 10 years. Mr.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FILL’ER UP...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski pumps gas at the
Ashbrook fueling station in Scotch Plains Wednesday a week ago in  announcing
the county’s pilot project to use 5 percent biofuel with diesel fuel in its heavy
vehicles. The program will study greenhouse gas emissions. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Mitchell Supreme Fuel Co. President Deborah Berna Fineman
(biofuel supplier), Ms. Kowalski, and New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
Commissioner Joseph Fiordaliso.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING WARM…Kids and parents roast marshmallows over a campfire after
a winter scavenger hunt at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside
on Presidents’ Day.
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SP Planning Board OKs
Morse Avenue Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board last week gave its unani-
mous approval to the final subdivi-
sion application by Messercola Broth-
ers Building Co. that will result in the
development of a 10-lot subdivision
on Morse Avenue near its intersec-
tion with Westfield Road.

Last April, the board approved two
minor subdivision applications from
Messercola to create two new con-
forming lots, with four new houses to
be built. And, in mid-2005, Terranova
Builders LLC, the previous devel-
oper of the site, was granted approval
for its major subdivision application
to create six new lots.

After last year’s approval, the board
asked Messercola to return with firm
site plans for the 10 lots that are
situated between Westfield Road and
Ascot Road. During that and the ear-
lier hearings, several residents living
near the proposed development had
raised concerns about stormwater
runoff and potential flooding from
any new building, as well as poten-
tially excessive tree removal and ad-

ditional vehicle traffic, particularly
on Crestwood Road.

Westfield Road resident Jim
Fawcett had earlier secured an agree-
ment with regard to tree removal and
buffering, and at last Wednesday’s
hearing, he raised concerns that his
earlier agreement with Terranova
would not be honored by Messercola.
But a condition was included in the
board’s approval last week that se-
cures the agreement with Mr. Fawcett.

In what could be a sign of the
present economic climate, board sec-
retary Barbara Horev said no applica-
tions are currently pending and that
the board’s next scheduled meeting
on March 2 had been cancelled.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

his budget report somewhere around
March 10. Immediately thereafter,
we should get our state aid figures,”
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said.

 Mr. Del Sordi said the budget is
“not a wish list” and also calls for
taking the district’s capital reserve

down to zero for the next school year
to pay for updates to Brunner School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. After those monies are spent,
the district may only rely on any
surplus in the budget for other im-
provements to the school buildings,
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County Hopes to Reduce
Spending and Tax Increases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
officials revealed on Saturday that
the closing of the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark would result in a
savings of $150,000 by eliminating
clubhouse seasonal staff, $200,000
from a reduction in greens material,
$200,000 from a reduction in utilities
and fuel, and another $200,000 by
cutting three supervisors of
greenskeepers.

The possibility of eliminating the
division of park planning and envi-
ronmental studies and seven salaried
employees to generate $300,000 in
savings is also on the table in the
event the State Legislature does not
pass the pension deferral bill, Al
Faella, director of the department of
parks and community renewal, said.
The county had projected to reduce
spending by $4 million by deferring
the county’s portion of employee pen-
sions to future years.

County officials plan to close Oak
Ridge in an effort to eliminate a
$700,000 operating deficit at the
county’s three public golf courses,
$400,000 of which was at Oak Ridge.

The closing is part of $24 million in
reductions County Manager George
Devanney has recommended to get

the county to a proposed $449.3-mil-
lion budget, an increase of $11.5 mil-
lion over last year’s adopted budget,
with $264.1 million of that amount to
be raised in taxes, or $12.5 million
over 2008.

The county manager is looking to
reduce the budget by another $8 mil-
lion in anticipation of the pension
deferral bill not being passed.

Armando Sanchez, director of the
county’s division of golf operations,
told the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders at the county’s first
budget meeting with department
heads that he projects the golf opera-
tions would generate $3.7 million in
revenue based on 100,000 rounds of
golf played with operating costs of
$3.6 million.

“So we are looking at breaking
even or even making some money
this year,” he said.

Officials said this estimate was
based on the opening of a new driving
range and learning center at the Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in Union by
July. The county estimated this facil-
ity would generate $50,000 per month
in additional county revenue with
$600,000 projected for a full season
of golf starting in 2010.

“All three golf courses are facing

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MANAGERS...Co-acting township manager Robert LaCosta, center,
addresses the township council on Tuesday night. Mr. LaCosta and Madelyn
Rutkowski were appointed co-acting managers last week in the wake of the
resignation of Township Manager Michael Capabianco.

Search for New Manager Starts
After Capabianco’s Resignation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council appointed Robert
LaCosta and Madelyn Rutkowski last
week as co-acting managers in the
wake of the abrupt resignation last
Wednesday of Township Manager
Michael Capabianco.

Mr. Capabianco offered no reason
last Wednesday for leaving his posi-
tion when informing Mayor Nancy
Malool, Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss
and Township Finance Director Lori
Majeski of his division during a meet-
ing on the 2009 municipal budget.

Instead, he issued a memorandum
to township employees that stated, “I
resign effective immediately,” before

leaving the municipal building six
months after succeeding former man-
ager Thomas Atkins. Mr. Capabianco
did not return telephone calls this
week.

Mr. LaCosta, the township’s con-
struction and zoning officer, and Mrs.
Rutkowski, who has long served as
the manager’s executive assistant, will
serve as co-acting managers until an
interim manager is hired to work with
them, according to Mayor Malool.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that an
interim replacement will be able to
assist with crafting the township bud-
get as well as assist Mr. LaCosta and
Mrs. Rutkowski in overseeing the
township government’s day-to-day

operations. The council’s two budget
meetings scheduled for this week have
been cancelled, Mrs. Malool added.

At Tuesday night’s council meet-
ing, a resolution was approved to hire
Jersey Professional Management
(JPM) to recruit a permanent replace-
ment for Mr. Capabianco. JPM led
the recruitment process last year that
resulted in Mr. Capabianco’s hiring,
and, Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said this week, had “agreed to con-
duct a new search free of charge” if
Mr. Capabianco “did not work out.”

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
Mayor Malool, when questioned by
Valley Avenue resident Carol
D’Amato, said she had been advised
by township legal advisors not to
comment on Mr. Capabianco’s resig-
nation other than to say that he had
“left voluntarily” and had provided
no reason for his abrupt resignation.
The mayor said Mr. LaCosta and Mrs.
Rutkowski are not being paid extra
for their roles as co-acting managers.

Mayor Says She Wants
To Avoid Foreclosures

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Nancy
Malool said on Tuesday that she would
do “whatever I could within legal
means” to avoid having the township
government foreclose on a house if
the homeowner failed to pay his or
her property taxes.

During the township council’s regu-
lar meeting, Ramapo Way resident
Albert Muller asked the mayor what
a homeowner’s options were if, given
the current economic climate, he or
she was unable to afford property tax
payments.

The mayor replied that the munici-
pal government is not permitted to
forgive property taxes on its own, but
would require special permission
from the state to do so on a temporary
basis. The mayor, a real estate attor-
ney, added that, in most cases, a
homeowner’s mortgage company
pays the property taxes to the local
government and that foreclosure pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Linda B. Condrillo for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBER WHEN...Gary Whyte took the audience down memory lane, intro-
ducing opening act, Kassie Ciasulli. Ms. Ciasulli, who grew up in Mountainside,
performed at many local school productions and is now an accomplished vocalist
living in northern New Jersey with her husband and three-year-old son. Her
mother, the late Dawn Ciasulli, was a longtime family friend and supporter of the
arts.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Fagan stated that there was no real
financial benefit to the transaction, in
fact, it incurs costs, but would lower
the authority’s cost in the year(s) it
was done. If the additional bonding
were done, the result would be a
reduction of about $7.4 million the
first year, followed by increases of
about $900,000 for the following nine
years. The board requested follow-up
from the firms with some different
amounts and involving multi-year sce-
narios.

The second idea was to use an
amount roughly estimated at $10
million, remaining from construction
funds to buy back, in the open market,
some bonds due in the 2024 to 2035
timeframe. Legal restrictions exist on
the use of the funds, which prohibit
their use in most other ways. This
scenario was tabled because the
amount of the bonding to be retired
would not be known for several
months.

Clark resident William Caruso, a
former councilman, and Joseph
Pubchara spoke to the board about
the cost of the plant expansion. Clark
has created a utility to bill for sew-
erage service. In one exchange,
Westfield’s representative, Allen
Chin, asked Mr. Caruso what he
paid for sewerage. Mr. Caruso re-
plied, “$175 a year.” Mr. Chin then
responded that at $15 per month;
this was likely the least costly util-
ity service, which Mr. Caruso pur-
chases.

In other business, the backup gen-
erator issue is awaiting the hiring of
an expert. A recommendation is ex-
pected in the next few weeks. The
RVSA is considering the purchase of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sewerage Authority Fees
And Flows Discussed

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRESSIONAL  WELCOME...With several dozen citizens and local digni-
taries in attendance, Rep. Leonard Lance held a grand opening last Wednesday
for his Westfield office located at 425 North Avenue, East. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
Rep. Lance, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca and
Councilman Tom Bigosinski.

two mobile diesel generators at a to-
tal cost of $1.5 million. This comes
after it was revealed that that the
combustion engines in the cogenera-
tion facility, intended to back up the
sewage treatment operation in the
event of a power failure, require five
to 20 minutes to warm up, a delay of
which could result in flooding the
plant.

Currently, the plant power is backed
up by existing smaller diesel engines
and by 300 kilowatts of power through
an agreement with Public Service
Electric & Gas (PSE&G).

Vehicle Overturns After
Struck By School Bus

By PAUL PEYTON and
SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A school bus ran a
stop sign at Washington Street and Bou-
levard Monday in the late afternoon strik-
ing a SUV, causing the vehicle to flip on
its side, according to police.

Bebel J. Capistrano, 32, of Westfield, the
driver of the SUV, had to be extricated from
the vehicle by the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said.

Chief Kelly said when he arrived on
the scene of the accident, which occurred
at 5 p.m., members of the Westfield Po-
lice Department were helping to rescue
the woman’s three children, ages 11, 7
and 4, from the overturned vehicle on the
600 block of Boulevard.

According to the police report obtained
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Mathieu Pierre, 61, of East Orange, listed
as the driver of the bus owned by the
Vogel Bus Company of Garwood, “failed
to yield at the stop sign at the intersection
of Boulevard” and Washington Street
and struck the Ford Explorer driven by
Ms. Capistrano.

Captain David Wayman of the
Westfield Police Department said the bus
was transporting a single student from “a
school outside of Westfield.” He believed
the student lives outside of Westfield.
The police report did not list a hometown
for the child.

The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-
ported Ms. Capistrano to to an area hospi-
tal. Captain Wayman described her inju-
ries as “non life-threatening.” The rescue
squad evaluated the bus driver and the
passengers from both vehicles at the scene
and determined that none of them had
sustained injuries.

A person who answered the phone at
Vogel responded, “I am going to tell you,
no comment.”

Lorre Korecky, a spokeswoman for the
Westfield Board of Education, which con-
tracts with Vogel, confirmed that, “It’s
(the bus in the accident) not one of ours.”

The bus driver was issued a summons
for failure to stop at a stop sign. The
Westfield Police Department is continu-
ing its investigation of the incident, in-
cluding whether or not excess speed was
involved.

their own challenges, but the
downtrend in the economy has espe-
cially magnified the failings of one
course, [the] Oak Ridge Golf Course,”
Mr. Devanney said. He said the clos-
ing of the course would produce a
savings of about $750,000.

“If we do not close [Oak Ridge],
this particular facility would require
a minimum of $5 to $7 million to
rebuild its antiquated clubhouse and
ailing golf course, which also suffers
from structural flooding,” he added.

The county manager said statistics
show that golfers who used Oak Ridge
have switched to Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains when Oak Ridge was unavail-
able. Mr. Sanchez said he believes
county golfers would stay at Union
County courses due to the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Budget, Taxes
affordability of the facilities.

The county has gone out for a re-
quest for proposal (RFP) to contract
out the clubhouse operations at Gal-
loping Hill and Ash Brook. Mr.
Devanney said, due to the potential of
further budget cuts because of the
stalled pension deferral bill in Tren-
ton, the county has expanded its RFP
to include maintenance of the courses
as well.

Should the bill not pass and the
division of park planning and envi-
ronmental studies is eliminated, the
planning functions would be
outsourced, while parks and commu-
nity renewal department staff would
take on other responsibilities.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
expressed concern, saying the
county’s division is “small for the
number of parks we have.”

In her budget, Union County Joanne
Rajoppi proposed cutting a clerk typ-
ist position in the division of elec-
tions when that person retires this
year for a savings of $25,500 and
cutting two part-time positions in the
clerk’s office to save $55,206. She
also said her proposed department
overtime could be reduced by $10,000
to $30,000, while expenses could be
trimmed by $3,600. Her proposed
budget, as included in the executive
budget, was $1.9 million with the
division of elections listed at
$719,249.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, in
reviewing Ms. Rajoppi’s 2008 an-
nual report, total revenue in the clerk’s
office dropped from $13 million in
2006 to $8 million last year, mostly
due to the drop in new real estate
transactions, on which the county
earns fees.

“So you don’t have to see much
more than that,” Mr. Sullivan said in
explaining why the county’s overall
revenue was down last year.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow asked the board to fund
10 positions that were left vacant and
not funded in the 2008 budget. These
include four detectives for homicide
investigations, five detectives for the
Narcotic Strike Force, and another
assistant prosecutor to handle child
abuse cases. His budget request sought
23 additional positions.

“I would be ecstatic to at least have
my 10 people back,” he said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, the
chairman of the board’s fiscal affairs
committee, who ran the meeting, said
unless economic conditions improve
the board would not likely approve
additional positions in the 2009 bud-
get.

In his executive budget, Mr.
Devanney said not filling vacancies
in the prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s
office, surrogate’s office, and county
code department would save the
county $2 million.

The prosecutor’s office is also re-
questing $382,000 in capital improve-
ments, including new computers, re-
placement equipment to be used to
analyze narcotics and equipment for
the county’s new DNA laboratory.

Regarding $40 million in capital
budget requests from department re-
quests, Mr. Sullivan said the board is
“going to have to say no to a lot of
these things.”

County Surrogate James LaCorte
submitted a budget, which was $5,000
over last year, at just under $900,000.

Candidate Deadline
Monday, March 2, is the last day to
file a petition to run for a seat on lo-
cal school boards of education. Peti-
tions may be obtained from the re-
spective board of education offices.

Westfield
Monday, February 16, Derrick J. Rix,

28, of Montclair was arrested on an out-
standing Newark criminal warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at East South and
Windsor Avenues. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $125 bail.

Monday, February 16, Natasha Will-
iams, 19, of Newark was arrested on Elm
Street near East Broad Street and charged
with hindering apprehension after police
were summoned regarding a dispute be-
tween a store clerk and two customers.
Police identified Williams as one of the
customers.

The arrest resulted from an investigation
of the incident, after Williams allegedly
provided police with a false name and date
of birth. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where a computer
check revealed two outstanding criminal
warrants from Newark with a total bail
amount of $125. She was held in lieu of bail
on the warrants and also in lieu of $250 bail
on the hindering apprehension complaint.

Monday, February 16, Louis T. Taylor,
24, of Linden was arrested on a Cranford
traffic warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation at Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released after posting
$165 bail.

Tuesday, February 17, Krste Donovski,
44, of Roselle was arrested at Union police
headquarters on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Wednesday, February 18, Justin Kurtley,
20, of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing Linden traffic warrant in the amount of
$339 after a motor vehicle stop on the 1000
block of West North Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Linden
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Westbrook Road reported the theft of cash
and multiple articles of jewelry, in excess
of $20,000, from her home while she was
away for several days. Police said there
were no signs of forced entry.

Thursday, February 19, Nakeeah Battles,
21, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Newark traffic
warrant in the amount of $215. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, February 19, John Toney, 22,
of Bound Brook was arrested at North and
West Dudley Avenues on an outstanding
no-bail warrant from South Plainfield after
the motor vehicle in which he was a passen-
ger was stopped for an obstructed license
plate, broken tail light and seatbelt viola-
tion. Toney was not wearing a seatbelt. A
further investigation revealed the active
warrant.

Toney was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department. He was issued a sum-
mons for the seatbelt violation.

Thursday, February 19, Arthur L. Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested at Berkeley
Heights police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield criminal warrant in the amount
of $263. Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after appearing in court.

Friday, February 20, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that her purse was stolen from
her shopping cart at a business on East
North Avenue. The victim said that a white
female, approximately 20 to 30 years old,
with blonde hair and long fingernails had
approached her. The suspect apparently
distracted the elderly victim, at which time
either the female suspect or a male suspect
removed the victim’s purse and replaced it
with an empty one from the store. By the
time the victim realized that her purse was
missing, both suspects had left the busi-
ness. The case currently is under investiga-
tion.

Friday, February 20, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, David
Samsonia, 23, of Cross River, N.Y. was
arrested at South Avenue and Crossway
Place on an outstanding Piscataway traffic
warrant. He was released after posting $139
bail.

Saturday, February 21, David Baldwin,
Jr., 25, of Avenel was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North and Lenox Avenues
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Cranford
in the amounts of $99 and $89, respec-
tively. Baldwin was released on his own
recognizance with summonses after post-
ing cash bail on both warrants.

Saturday, February 21, Linda Kulik, 59,
of Cranford was arrested on the 1600 block
of Rahway Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, assault on a police
officer and resisting arrest. According to
police, Kulik became belligerent and unco-
operative both at the scene of the arrest and
with police and Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians who subsequently transported her
to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal in Rahway, allegedly punching and kick-
ing officers and EMTs. She was later re-
leased with summonses.

Saturday, February 21, Merih Yavuz,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Pearl Street for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and an outstanding Roselle traf-
fic warrant for $110. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on a summons and the posted
bail.

Saturday, February 21, Michael Katz,
30, of Edison was arrested in the area of
West South Avenue and Hort Street and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He initially
was stopped for not wearing his seatbelt
while operating a motor vehicle; a further
investigation led to the discovery of the
marijuana, according to police.

Katz was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed and
issued summonses for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS), pos-
session of a CDS in a motor vehicle and the
seatbelt violation before being released.

Sunday, February 22, Kunwar Baba, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on the 1200 block
of South Avenue on an outstanding
Kenilworth criminal warrant for $1,159.
Baba was turned over to the Kenilworth
Police Department.

Monday, February 23, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
the theft of a Trek 3700 black 10-speed
bicycle with 19½-inch wheels from a de-
tached garage located in the rear yard of his
residence.

Monday, February 23, Thomas E.
Dimino, 59, of Atlantic City was arrested at
the Atlantic County jail in Mays Landing
on a Westfield traffic warrant. Dimino was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and held on
$750 bail pending commitment to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 17, officers responded

to a report of teenagers fighting at Deerfield
School. According to police, a vehicle con-
taining six juveniles was stopped as it at-
tempted to exit Our Lady of Lourdes Church
parking lot, which is adjacent to Deerfield.

Four other juveniles questioned at the
scene stated they were playing basketball
when the teens, which arrived in the ve-
hicle, approached them and started a fight,
police said. The six juveniles stated that
they came to the location to watch a fight
they heard was to take place in the parking
lot, authorities reported. No charges were
filed at his time.

Tuesday, February 17, George Hamilton,
50, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license, as
well as an outstanding warrant out of
Franklin Township in the amount of $125
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, February 19, police responded
to a residence on Springfield Avenue on the
report of a fire. According to police, the fire
was electrical in nature and was rendered
under control by the Mountainside Fire
Department with the help of the fire depart-
ments from Springfield and Westfield.
PSE&G also responded and cut the wires to
make the area safe until a crew could come
and repair the lines, police said. The only
damage was to the utility pole.

Friday, February 20, Santos Barrera, 54,
of Newark was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a motorist was
traveling on Route 22 when something
struck and cracked his windshield. Accord-
ing to police, no other vehicle was on the
highway at time and the object believed to
have struck the windshield is a BB.

Saturday, February 21, officers re-
sponded to a storage facility on Route 22 on
a report of theft. According to police, the
victim reported that someone removed three
crates of records and CDs from his unit. An
employee at the facility stated that the vic-
tim had not installed the lock correctly on
his storage unit which allowed for the door
to be partially opened and entrance gained,
police said.

Saturday, February 21, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that she lost her
wallet while viewing a movie at the theater.
According to police, the wallet was placed
in the cardboard carrying case that the vic-
tim received at the concession stand and
was accidentally placed on the floor of the
theater along with the empty tray. A search
of the theater did not produce the wallet,
police said.

Sunday, February 22, a patron of a Route
22 theater reported that while he was inside
the theater someone forcefully entered his
vehicle damaging the molding around the
driver’s side window and removed his ra-
dio, a GPS and a tachometer.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 17, Michael O’Brien,

29, of Middlesex was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
which time officers said they smelled the
odor of alcohol. He was processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Grand Avenue reported that someone rang
her doorbell several times during the night
and then ran away.

Wednesday, February 18, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Lamberts Mill Road. According to po-
lice, an unknown identified vehicle struck a
vehicle while it was legally parked causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Friday, February 20, Samuel Hanciles,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after of-
ficers responded to a report of an intoxi-
cated individual in a East Second Street
store. According to police, Hanciles was
inside the store yelling obscenities. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Jacob Roman,
18, and Michael Abrantes, 19, both of
Kearney, were arrested and charged with
underage possession of alcohol after offic-
ers, responding to a report of disorderly
conduct at a Route 22 gas station, observed
them drinking beer. They were processed
and released.

Saturday, February 21, Desmond Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Marcos
Canihuante-Pinto, 42, of Cranford was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported that someone
entered his vehicle and removed a GPS
valued at approximately $300.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 18, a resident of

Scotch Plains reported that sometime be-
tween December 10, 2008 and February 3,
2009 someone removed $1,100 from her
checking account. According to police, the
fraud department at the bank, which is
located in Fanwood. Police are investigat-
ing.

Thursday, February 19, Gustavo O.
Sarita-Hernandez, 35, of Reading, Pa., was
arrested on an outstanding Carteret warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, Mathew Laird, 41,
of Fanwood was arrested for outstanding
warrant out of Newark after a field investi-
gation on Helen Street. He was processed
and turned over to the Newark Police De-
partment after failing to post bail.

Friday, February 20, Chiwueze E. Ebere,
22, of Old Bridge was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood after a
field investigation on Martine Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, LTD C. Hannah,
30, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing South Plainfield warrant after a
field investigation on Herbert Street. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, February 22, Rhonda C. Gipson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested for an active
Union Township warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union Town-
ship Police Department after failure to post
bail.

Monday, February 23, Ronnie Davis, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and Bridgewater
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department after failure
to post bail.

Courtesy of Dave Cappiello
COLLISION WITH SCHOOL BUS...A Ford Explorer overturned Monday at
about 5 p.m. in Westfield at the intersection of Boulevard and Washington Street
when struck by a school bus, operated by the Vogel Bus Co., which ran the stop
sign. A 14-year-old on the bus and three youths in the car, ranging from 4 to 11,
were not injured. The driver was extricated  from the car by Westfield firefighters
and taken to an area hospital. The condition of the driver is not known at this time
although was not believed to be life threatening, police said.
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SP Council
ceedings typically originate with the
financing company.

When Mr. Muller pressed for an
answer on how much time a home-
owner would have to pay delinquent
taxes, Mrs. Malool said she would
have to consult with Lori Majeski,
the township’s chief financial officer,
on that question. But she noted that,
in her six-and-a-half years on the
governing body, the township gov-
ernment itself has not foreclosed on
any homes.

“My intention is to not foreclose on
anybody,” she added.

Referring to the municipal budget
and last week’s resignation of Town-
ship Manager Michael Capabianco,
Mr. Muller suggested that, in a cost-
saving effort, the manager’s respon-
sibilities be divided up between the
five council members.

The mayor pointed out that not
only do council members already have
jobs, but that the manager’s position
requires a candidate to hold a master’s
degree in public administration. She
added that Mr. Muller’s suggestion
would pose a problem with separa-
tion of powers given that, in the
township’s manager-council form of
government, the manager serves as
the chief executive officer and the
council acts as the board of directors.

When Mr. Muller proposed chang-
ing Scotch Plains’ form of govern-
ment, Mayor Malool said it could be
done only by referendum, but added,
“I don’t think the resignation of a
manager after six months is reason to
change the form of government.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance setting a range of
fees for a number of parks and golf
course-related activities. Deputy
Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said it will be
up to the recreation commission to set
fees within the ranges provided for in
the ordinance. Another ordinance ap-
proved on Tuesday establishes fees for
the services the mayor and deputy
mayor provide to perform marriages
and civil union ceremonies.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover, during his open-
ing prayer, remembered local attor-
ney Robert Kraus, who died two
weeks ago, calling him “a valued,
kind, caring and giving member of
our community.” Mayor Malool ech-
oed Mr. Glover’s sentiments, calling
Mr. Kraus a “general all-around good
guy” who “cared about people.”

WF Chamber Sponsors
Economic Summit

WESTFIELD – As the state of the
economy is a concern, the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce invites the public
to an Economic Summit on April 17,
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the James Ward
Mansion, 169 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Congressman Leonard Lance and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick along with
other local legislators will lead a discus-
sion on the economy and its effects.

The cost is $14.50 per person, which
includes breakfast. Reservations are re-
quired and space is limited. See
westfieldareachamber.com.

officials said.
Scotch Plains resident Rachel

Romero told The Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Times her taxes have gone
up $3,000 in the five years since she
moved to town.

“I didn’t notice it (the school bud-
get) when I was working. Now that
I’m not working, I have the time to
notice,” Ms. Romero said. While
she has no children in the school
system, Ms. Romero said she is
“most concerned with the BOE bud-
get.”

BOE President Norman
Whitehouse said, “Every school in
the district will have a budget presen-
tation. We try to keep the process as
transparent as possible.” However, as
Mr. Del Sordi said, the calculations
made in the budget’s first draft do not
reflect the final figures from Trenton
regarding state aid.

“Unfortunately, we have not re-
ceived a lot of information from Tren-
ton,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

In other business, during a presen-
tation on a five-year strategic plan for
the district, Ed Braun, the internal
coordinator of the project, outlined
four areas of district-wide goals: cur-
riculum, technology, facilities and fi-
nance. A copy of the plan is available
at the BOE office.

Mr. Whitehouse deferred 10 of the
14 motions on the agenda for the next
BOE meeting. The next regular pub-
lic meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the
administration offices at the Ever-
green School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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ROTARY GUEST…Mark Swingle, left, Rotary Club of Westfield vice-president,
welcomes Dr. David Nowicki to the club’s February 10 lunch meeting. Dr.
Nowicki has practiced periodontics and general implants for 25 years. He lectured
the group on periodontal disease and its relationship to other ailments. The
Rotary Club  meets Tuesdays for lunch from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street.. For  information, visit WestfieldRotary.com.

County Could Face $8 mil.
In Additional Budget Cuts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County’s
proposal to cut 91 employees, includ-
ing 32 full-time workers and 55 sea-
sonal personnel, could be significantly
impacted if legislation in Trenton to
allow local governments to defer a
portion of their pension obligation
for workers is not passed.

Union County Manager George
Devanney told The Westfield Leader
that due to the bill being stalled in the
Senate, he is now planning to come
up with a new plan for layoffs, which
would take effect June 1. He called
the legislation “extremely crucial” in
terms of the county’s budget.

“We are looking at another $8 mil-
lion (in cuts)” if the legislation is not
passed, Mr. Devanney said. The
county presented an executive bud-
get of $449.3 million last month,
which raises taxes $12.5 million over
last year. “We do not have the luxury
of waiting to see the outcome of this
legislation process,” he said.

In a letter sent to Union County’s
legislative delegation, Mr. Devanney
said, “Although Union County is eli-
gible to defer one half of its pension
liability of $10 million, we are opting
to only defer $4 million and the re-
maining $6 million held in trust.”

He told The Leader that the pen-
sion deferral was a “last resort” to
reduce spending.

On a more positive note, the Board
of Chosen Freeholders learned at last
Thursday’s meeting that refinancing
$77.5 million in bonds would save the
county $4.5 million overall, including
$1.5 million in this year’s budget.

The pension deferral bill, A-3688,
was released from the Assembly Bud-
get Committee by a tally of 7-5, split
mostly along party lines. According
to a fiscal statement attached to the

bill, local employer contributions to
the Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS) and the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System (PFRS)
would be reduced by $1.35 billion
over the next three fiscal years. Full
funding of the pension systems would
return in 2012.

In other business, the board re-
viewed the renewal of a dozen insur-
ance policies totaling $3.8 million
that will result in a combined in-
crease of $80,500 over last year.

The Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal is proposing to pur-
chase 25 additional pedal boats for
use at Echo Lake Park for a total cost
of $47,525.

The board also considered resolu-
tions to continue employee tuition
reimbursement for the undergraduate
certificate program in public admin-
istration and the graduate enhance-
ment program in public administra-
tion at Kean University in Union to-
taling $43,500.

Board members will vote on the above
resolutions at tonight’s regular meet-
ing, as well as one to apply for another
PARIS grant, this time for $750,000,
from the New Jersey Department of
State, Division of Archives and Records
Management. The county was previ-
ously awarded $1.01 million in 2005,
$1.05 million in 2006, $739,700 in
2007, and $184,000 in 2008, according
to the department’s webpage.

New Norris Chevrolet

Due to an unforeseen situation, New Norris Chevrolet of

Westfield will be closing its doors for good as of

February 26, 2009. New Norris Chevrolet has been in the

town of Westfield for over 80 years, and has been owned

and operated by the late Mitch Friedman and currently

his son Larry Friedman. The Friedman family has owned

New Norris since 1981. Current owner Larry Friedman

would like to thank his loyal customers for all the years

of business. We really felt like a family, it’s a sad day.

After much consideration New Norris Chevrolet is turn-

ing all of their customers to Multi Chevrolet of Union. We

feel very comfortable with them. Like us, Multi is a fam-

ily oriented business. Multi Chevrolet will honor all facto-

ry warranties, extended warranties and all maintenance

needs as well as any free maintenance plans promised

by New Norris Chevrolet. Once again, I appreciate all of

our loyal and faithful customers. Any questions or prob-

lems, I, Larry Friedman can be reached 

at NORCHEV@AOL.COM.

CALL, E-MAIL OR STOP BY!THE HIGHWAY DEALER WITH A DIFFERENCE! AWARD OF EXCELLENCE WINNER!
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices include all available rebates, see dealer for details. *Lease to buy rebate available only to those customers who have a lease which ends

9/30/09 or sooner. ‡0 % APR up to 60 mos. in lieu of rebates, available on select models for qualified buyers. See dealer for details.Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors.
Offers/rebates cannot be combined. Offers expire 2/28/09.

Multichevrolet.comSee Some Of Our 
Quality Vehicles On-Line!

100% GUARANTEED
AUTO LOAN APPROVAL!

†

†Down payment will vary, see dealer for details.

2675 ROUTE 22 WEST • UNION, NJ

www.multichevrolet.com

866-371-3384
SERVING YOU SINCE 1968!

SHOWROOM HOURS:
MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM; SAT: 9AM-6PM

SERVICE HOURS: 
MON-FRI: 7:30AM-5PM; SAT: 9AM-4PM

4 DR, 4 CYL, Stk #H9540, VIN #94206732, 4cyl., auto, p/s/b, MSRP $22,505 Includes $1250 Customer Cash, $1500
Bonus Cash, & $2000* lease to buy rebate, if qual..

NEW 2009 CHEVY

MALIBU1LS
$16,995Starting at

Stk #90239, VIN #97165573, 4 cyl., 5 spd., manual, p/s/b, MSRP $17,440. Includes $1500 Customer Cash, $1000
Bonus Cash, & $1000* lease to buy rebate, if qual..

NEW 2009 CHEVY

COBALT LT
$12,995Starting at

ATTENTION
NEW NORRIS CHEVROLET CUSTOMERS

0% 
APR

IS BACK!
JUST

ANNOUNCED!
WHEN AMERICA 
NEEDS IT MOST!

FINANCING
up to 60 mos.

‡

CALL TO GET APPROVAL TODAY!

NO HASSLE
FINANCE HOTLINE

WE CAN GET YOU
APPROVED!

Toastmasters Sets
March 5 Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Toastmasters
of Westfield will hold a club contest
March 5 as the first step in the 2009
International Speech Contest of Toast-
masters International. Guests are
welcome. The contest begins at 7:45
p.m. at Sunrise Assisted Living, 240
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

The club contest is the first level of
competition that eventually culmi-
nates at the International conference
in Connecticut this summer.

Toastmasters of Westfield wel-
comes prospective members. The club
meets every first, second and fourth
Thursday of each month, from 7:45
to 9:30 p.m. at Sunrise of Westfield.
For more information, visit
tmwestfield.freetoasthost.ws or call
Allison Inserro at (732) 516-9852.

Union County GOP
Convention Selects Christie

John Maguire for The  Leader and The Times
GOP SUPPORTS CHRISTIE…A sup-
porter greets Republican Gubernato-
rial candidate Chris Christie at
Saturday’s Union County Republican
Committee Convention in Summit.

Conference for Women
To Feature Angelou

TRENTON — The Department of
Community Affairs’ Division on
Women is inviting women  to attend
this year’s New Jersey Governor’s
Conference for Women on Tuesday,
May 12 in Atlantic City.

The conference will feature key-
note speaker Maya Angelou, a poet,
playwright and actress. Also featured
will be a women’s health fair, a net-
working reception, and a special ses-
sion devoted to helping women sur-
vive the current economic crisis.

The conference will be held from
7:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. at the Atlantic
City Convention Center. Registration
before the conference is $125 per
person. On-site registration is $150
per person. Students and senior citi-
zens will be admitted for $75 each
(not valid if registering on-site).

State Grants $628,518
in Aid to Elizabeth

ELIZABETH – Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Union) deliv-
ered two state grants to PROCEED, Inc.
in Elizabeth totaling $628,518.  The grants
are for heating assistance, homelessness
prevention, family services and educa-
tional programs.

DWC Battles Tough
Economy, Sees Positives
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
on Monday night discussed how the
downtown could stay vital in these
difficult economic times. Notable
among developments is this week’s
opening of Crumb’s Bake Shop and a
decision to move forward with the
South Avenue Streetscape project.
Progress continues to be made on
plans for a food and wine festival
slated for mid-September.

Retail vacancies continue to grow,
DWC officials said, but new busi-
nesses offset some of them. Crumbs’
Bake Shop opened on East Broad
Street. Liberty Travel, who occupied
a high visibility location at the corner
of East Broad and Elm Streets, closed
recently and Fast Frame, a framing
shop, located on Quimby Street, is
slated to close at the end of the month.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin noted that these probably put
retail occupancy in the district at about
94 per cent.

Another bright spot in town is news
that the Rialto Theatre is renovating.
Two of their auditoriums are going
digital with 3-D capability. New high
back reclining chairs are to be in-
stalled, as well as numerous cosmetic
improvements.

The South Avenue Streetscape
project had been stalled by interac-
tion with Union County officials, most
recently by the county claiming they
do not allow pavers to be used on their
roads under any circumstances. Mrs.
Cronin noted that both Summit and
Elizabeth seem to have pavers in-
stalled on their streets.

Arguing for movement, DWC
Chairman Dominick Verdic asked the
board to put the contract out for bids

without the paver crosswalks.
“Let’s get a shovel in the ground,”

Mr. Verdic said. And responding to an
inquiry by Councilman Frank Arena,
the town council’s representative, Mr.
Verdic said it would cost less money.
The DWC plans to work with the
county to try to get approval for the
pavers, with the intent of adding them
back into the project.

A new promotion is slated for mid-
September this year, a food and wine
festival. Mr. Arena said the town coun-
cil is conceptually on board with the
festival. Planning for this event, in-
cluding discussion with experienced
event managers is under way.

Plans for a “Go Green” promotion
were redirected towards pursuit of an
award with America in Bloom. Mrs.
Cronin commented that green themed
things are happening everywhere, so
doing something different would be
more likely to stand out.

Late in the meeting, Mrs. Cronin
gave a few highlights from a prelimi-
nary version of her annual summary
report to the Main Street program.
Among the highlights for 2008 were
15 businesses created and two ex-
panded for a gain of 59 jobs. This is
partially offset by 12 businesses clos-
ing, costing 40 jobs; so the district
had a net gain of three businesses and
19 jobs. Also, $2,600 of DWC money
was used to help leverage $50,600 of
private investments in façade renova-
tion and restoration, Mrs. Cronin said.

The building rehabilitation and
construction numbers are even big-
ger, with $50,000 of DWC money
helping encourage almost $17 mil-
lion of private investment. The DWC
was involved in 73 promotional ac-
tivities during the year with over
100,000 estimated attendees, Mrs.
Cronin stated.

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Former federal prosecu-
tor and Republican front-runner for
governor, Chris Christie of Mendham,
picked up the nomination of Union
County Republicans Saturday at the
Union County Republican Convention
in Summit.

 Mr. Christie, who built a reputation
as a corruption fighter, garnered 294
votes out of a possible 401 delegates,
defeating former Bogota Mayor Steve
Lonegan, who received 83 votes.

The remaining votes at Saturday’s
convention for the gu-
bernatorial nomina-
tion were split be-
tween Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-
25, Mendham) and
Franklin Township
Mayor Brian Levine.
Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick and Eric
Munoz  were nomi-
nated by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield and Sum-
mit) and unanimously
approved by the del-
egates to run for re-
election to the State
Assembly.

Garwood Council-
man Anthony Sytco
was the only free-
holder candidate put
forth by the party for the June Primary
Election. The party is seeking two other
candidates interested in running for the
three-year freeholder position.

Addressing those in attendance,  Mr.
Christie attacked the Corzine Adminis-
tration and promised accountability and
changes to “business as usual” in Tren-
ton if he is elected Governor.

“We need a governor who will look
to lead and not follow. Who stands up to
special interests and the powerful,” Mr.
Christie told the delegates including 50
from Westfield, 26 from Scotch Plains,
12 from Plainfield, 11 from Fanwood
and seven from Garwood.

“Over the next four years, we will cut
taxes,” he pledged. “If you send me to
Trenton. I will turn that place up-side-
down.” Tapping into voter frustration
with state-mandated affordable hous-
ing requirements, Mr. Christie said he
would “gut COAH (Council on Afford-
able Housing) – it will no longer exist.”
He also pledged to bring the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) under control and make it do its
job without hurting business.

Mr. Christie told the party faithful
that he expected the Democrats to at-
tack him by arguing that he lacked
business experience and the ability to
guide the state through tough economic

times. He said he would respond by
reminding voters that it could not get
any worse.

“New Jersey is 50th in the nation in
the small business survival index,” he
said. “How much worse could I do?
Unless we adopt a 51st state between
now and November the answer is not
much.”

Mr. Lonegan, considered Mr.
Christie’s toughest primary opponent,
followed and asked for the delegates
support. Calling Bogota a “hopelessly
liberal town” when he took over, Mr.
Lonegan cited his willingness to take

on the police and
teacher’s unions.

On Mr.
Christie, Mr.
Lonegan said the
former United
States Attorney
for New Jersey
“would make a
fine attorney
general in my ad-
ministration.”

Mr. Lonegan
also accused the
former prosecu-
tor of not being
in it for the long
haul. He said Mr.
Christie had in-
dicated he would
be satisfied with
one-term. “I will
not settle for one
term as gover-

nor,” Mr. Lonegan said.
But Mr. Lonegan saved his harshest

criticism for Governor Jon Corzine
when he said, “by the time I get done
with Jon Corzine, he is going to have to
spend so much of his money that he will
wind up living in one of those lousy
affordable housing units.”

Also at the Union County GOP con-
vention, James Foerst, a Westfield coun-
cilman, was chosen to be the county’s
male  delegate to the State Republican
Committee, replacing Robert Cockren,
formerly of Westfield and now of Scotch
Plains, who served eight years in that
position. The party has not yet finalized
their choice for the female State Com-
mittee spot, which has been filled for
many years by Elizabeth Cox of Sum-
mit. The GOP executive committee
will be interviewing several candidates
for that position.

Two persons, one male and one fe-
male, are selected from each of the 21
counties in the state to serve four years
as state Republican Party delegates,
subject to winning the nod in the Pri-
mary Election in June.

The candidates for public office se-
lected by the party compete in the Pri-
mary Election in June for the right to be
their party’s candidates in the Novem-
ber General Election.
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School Bd. Assoc. to
Hold Candidates Forum

TRENTON – New Jersey’s
county school boards associations
will sponsor three briefing sessions
for local school board candidates in
March. Coordinated by the New
Jersey School Boards Association
(NJSBA), the regional programs
will provide candidates with an un-
derstanding of the roles and respon-
sibilities of local boards of educa-
tion.

Candidates will receive informa-
tion on what to expect if they are
elected to office during the annual
School Election on Tuesday, April
21. The briefings will cover issues
such as school policy, administra-
tion, finance and budgeting, collec-
tive bargaining and community rela-
tions, as well as relations among the
board, superintendent and staff.

“Serving on a school board is re-
warding, but it is also challenging,”
said Harry Delgado, NJSBA presi-
dent. “These evening programs, con-
ducted by our expert member ser-
vices staff, will provide candidates
with a better understanding of those
challenges, and the roles and re-
sponsibilities of school board mem-
bers.”

There is no charge for attendance.
Union County candidates are invited
to attend the central region program,
which will include Hunterdon, Mer-
cer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean,
and Somerset counties, on Monday,
March 23, at 7 p.m. at the North
Brunswick Township High School
Commons, 98 Raider Road (off U.S.
130), North Brunswick. Registration
begins at 6:30 p.m. Candidates should
call (888) 886-5722, extension 5213
before attending.

NEW ASSIGNMENT JUDGE…Barbara Worth of the Women Lawyers of Union
County presents Cranford resident, State Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy,
right, with a plaque acknowledging her recent appointment  as Assignment Judge
for Union County.

Women Lawyers Group
Honors Judges at Reception
MOUNTAINSIDE —The Women

Lawyers of Union County (WLUC),
with more than 50 members in atten-
dance, honored the local judiciary
and established a scholarship foun-
dation at its annual reception on Janu-
ary 28 at the Spanish Tavern in
Mountainside.

“This year’s reception was particu-
larly special,” said Lavinia Lee Mears,
president of WLUC. “We bid fare-
well to a valued member of the judi-
ciary and welcome a new assignment
judge.”

Ms. Mears was referring to the
outgoing State Superior  Court As-
signment Judge for Union  County,
Walter Barisonek, who retired as of
February 1, and incoming Assign-
ment Judge Karen Cassidy of
Cranford. WLUC presented a plaque
to each.

“Today we honor Judge Barisonek
for his many years of service and the
support he has shown for the ad-
vancement of women lawyers,” Ms.
Mears said.

Judge Barisonek was first appointed
to the bench in 1984 in both the Civil
and Family Divisions and was the
presiding judge of the Criminal Divi-
sion from 1993 to 1997. He became
the Union County Assignment Judge
in 2004.

Barbara Worth, trustee of the
WLUC, praised the appointment of
Judge Cassidy as the first woman to
serve as an assignment judge in Union
County. “As an attorney for 20 years,

I am thrilled to see the progress which
women in our profession have made,”
Ms. Worth said.

Judge Cassidy was appointed to
the bench in 2000 and has served in
the Family Division and the Civil
Division. She was the presiding judge
of the Family Division since 2005.

WLUC announced the establish-
ment of the Women Lawyers of Union
County Scholarship Foundation. “As
an organization devoted to advancing
opportunities for women in the legal
profession, we wanted to demonstrate
that commitment by providing stu-
dents with scholarships,” said
Catherine DeAppolonio, president-
elect of WLUC.

WLUC was formed in 1980 to pro-
mote the professional and personal de-
velopment of female attorneys living
and/or practicing in Union County. For
membership information, contact
Lavinia Lee Mears, Women Lawyers
of Union County, Inc., 42 Gesner Street,
Linden, or  call (908) 486-3181.

42nd ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
CHILDREN’S FAIR

Presented by
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation

Benefiting the Scholarship Fund
And Community Grants Program

Saturday, March 7, 2009
8 a.m. – Noon

Westfield High School
Rahway Ave. corner Dorian Rd.

Donation $7.00

Watchung Deer Hunt
Set for March 2 to 5

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal will conduct its annual
Watchung Reservation Deer-Manage-
ment Program, which will begin on Mon-
day morning, March 2.

This year’s Watchung Reservation
Deer Management Program will operate
between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m., on Monday,
March 2, through Wednesday, March 4.

 In the event of inclement weather on
any of those days, the program may
occur on Thursday and Friday, March 5
and 6, but under no circumstances will
the program extend past Friday, offi-
cials said.

Twelve marksmen, chosen by the
county from among experienced licensed
hunters, most of who have previously
participated in Union County’s program,
have been selected to serve on a volun-
tary basis.

The public should note that the
Watchung Reservation will not be closed
during the deer management program;
however, portions of some roadways in-
side the park may be closed for short
periods if necessary. Park patrons are
urged to stay on the marked hiking, walk-
ing and bridle trails.

For further information, contact the
Union County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900.

20 Stirling Road  Watchung, NJ 07069
(908) 756-7623  valleyfurnitureshop.com

M-S 10-5:30  Thurs 10-7  Sun 1-5

Kindel Stickley Henkel Harris Karges Southwood
E.J.Victor Hancock & Moore Dimes French Heritage

WINTER HOME SALE
With support from our factories, we’re

passing special savings on to you! 

Incredibly Low Prices!!!

FINAL DAYS!!!

Your Chance to Save on

Stickley, Kindel, Henkel Harris,

French Heritage and EJ Victor!

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Marks Ponders Assembly
Bid Against Stender, Green

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
Scotch Plains mayor Marty Marks is
considering a run for the State Assem-
bly against Democratic incumbent, As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Assemblyman Gerry
Green of Plainfield.

“I’m considering it,” said Mr.
Marks, who ran unsuccessfully for
Congress in 2008 and for the State
Senate in 2003. He said he was asked
to run this year by Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin and
State Assembly Minority Leader Alex
Decroce (LD-26, Morris Plains).

He said he wants party support this
time around, noting that when he ran
against Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) six years ago, he “pretty
much did it by myself” including
fundraising.  Mr. Marks said he ex-
pects to make a decision within a
month. The filing deadline for the
major party candidates running in the
June Primary is by 4 p.m. on Monday,

April 6. Mr. Marks served nine years
as mayor andthree years as a  township
councilman. He ran for Congress in
2008 but lost in a seven- candidate
race to Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Union). Mr. Lance went on to defeat
Mrs. Stender in the General Election.

A dentist, Mr. Marks ran for the State
Senate in the 22nd Legislative District
in 2003 but lost to current Senator
Nicholas Scutari, a Democrat. He ini-
tially faced Joseph Suliga, but Mr.
Suliga, now deceased, pulled out of the
race following his arrest in Atlantic
City for allegations that he sexually
harassed a woman patron.

Jennifer Mancuso of Assembly-
woman Linda Stender’s legislative of-
fice, said the assemblywoman is “defi-
nitely running.” Mrs. Stender, a former
Union County freeholder, Fanwood
mayor and councilwoman, has served
in the assembly since 2002. She ran
also unsuccessfully for Congress in
2006. Mr. Green has served in the As-
sembly since 1992. His office also con-
firmed that he would  seek reelection.

Garwood Council Preps
For 2009 Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Finance commit-
tee chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said on Tuesday that the borough
faces a property tax increase of either
$170 or $290 per $103,000 of as-
sessed value depending on the out-
come of legislation on the state level.

The borough’s portion of the prop-
erty tax in Garwood is approximately
25 percent of the total.

A measure proposed by Governor
Jon Corzine would allow municipali-
ties to defer part of their pension
payments over the next three years as
a form of property tax relief. Accord-
ing to information on the state website,
under the bill municipalities would
only be responsible for 50 percent of
their Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS) and Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System (PFRS)
payments in 2009, 60 percent in 2010
and 80 percent in 2011, with full
payments restored in 2012. Partici-
pating towns would have a 15-year
window to make up the deferred pay-
ments, starting in 2012.

Ms. Villaggio said under the legis-
lation, Garwood would realize a post-
ponement of $225,000 in its pension
bill this year.

“As of right now, with that pension
amount, the average increase we’ll
see right now is $170, and that’s with-
out extraordinary aid at this time,”
Ms. Villaggio said.

The $225,000 represents roughly
$120 in tax impact. Without the pen-
sion deferral, Garwood would see its
average tax increase rise to $290. The

borough is also awaiting Governor
Corzine’s new state budget.

“We don’t know what the Gover-
nor is going to sign, we don’t know if
the Legislature is going to pass the
pension deferral,” Ms. Villaggio said.

The estimated increases do not in-
clude any extraordinary state aid. The
borough received $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid in 2008, but Ms.
Villaggio said the council has yet to
determine whether it will seek any
additional state aid in 2009.

“That’s without extraordinary aid,”
Ms. Villaggio said, “but we’ll deter-
mine whether or not we’ll go for
extraordinary aid as a council as a
whole, probably Monday night at the
budget workshop meeting.”

A special public budget workshop
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
March 2, at 7 p.m. in the borough
council chambers.

In other business, the council an-
nounced that the borough’s police de-
partment has received a $40,000 grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation to continue its “Safe
Routes to School Initiative.” Council-
man Stephen Napolitano said the grant
will go towards crossing signals on
Walnut Street, a radar message trailer
as well as items for the borough’s
“Walking School Bus” program.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy praised
both the department and Patrolman
James Wright, who prepared the grant
paperwork.

“I think it’s exemplary of the depart-
ment that they’re taking such initiative
and receiving these grants to do these
programs,” Mayor McCarthy said.
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Council Sets Liquor
Laws; Grants Ten

Licenses to Retailers
and Consumers

$1,200 Fee for Public Places,
$600 for Package Sales, No Sun-
day Selling

Regulations controlling the sale of
liquor in Westfield were adopted by
the Town Council at an adjourned meet-
ing Thursday night. The local control
measure fixes license fees where liquor
is to be consumed on the premises at
$1,200 per year, while those for places
handling retail sales only, are fixed at
$600.

The regulation as adopted provide
for but four consumer’ licenses but do
not limit the number of places for dis-
tributors. Sunday sales are prohibited.

Following the adoption of the regu-
lations, the following consumer licenses
were granted: Amelio Buonanno, North
Avenue, George and Alexander
Chrone, North Avenue, and Amos F.
Allen, Central Avenue. Two clubs,
Westfield Lodge, 1585, H.P.O. Elks
and Echo Lake Country Club, were
also approved for consumer licenses at
the $1,200 fee.

Seven distributors were granted li-
censes as follows: J, R. E. Corporation,
Louis Cagnassolla, Robert Treat Deli-
catessen, Peter J. Winfeldt and Sons,
John F. Whalen, Nick Cunicella, and
Samuel Wardell. Two applications were
withdrawn.

Prior to prohibition, saloon keepers
paid $l,500 per year, and distributors
$850. The license fees fixed by the
Town Council are the highest in the
county, according to figures published
from various municipalities….

November 12, 1919

The First Hunting
Accident Is Reported
John Keppler, Local Letter Carrier,

Hit in the Eye by Stray Bullet — While
hunting with his two brothers George
Keppler of Westfield and Ernest
Keppler of Dunellen, Letter Carrier
John Keppler had the misfortune to
receive a stray shot in his eye from
another hunter’s gun while in the woods
near New Market on Monday morning.

His brothers rushed him to
Muhlenberg Hospital, Plainfield, where
X-ray pictures were taken in an effort
to locate the bullet.

A Statement by the Garwood Board of Education

‘Our Hands Are Tied; We Are Up
Against A Giant,’ the NJEA

The Garwood Board of Education meeting last
week was raucous over complaints about the New
Jersey Education Association (NJEA). Board mem-
bers  stated that the NJEA is too powerful, creating
unfair negotiating circumstances lending them un-
able to protect the taxpayers’ interests – “This is a
bigger problem than Garwood,” board member John
Sullivan said. “This is a state problem. Our hands are
tied; we are up against a giant.”

The board requested that the public write letters to
their legislators to bring a stop to this. We did and
corresponded with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blymen Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz. They always
provide a prompt and candid response to our questions.

They wrote, “As legislators who represent
Garwood, we understand the concerns of local resi-
dents who during these tight economic times are
anxious about current and future spending, even on
services as meritorious as education.

“In Trenton, we have worked hard to protect our
taxpayers’ interests on education matters that have
come before us in the Legislature, including sup-
porting the first real reform of state pension systems.

“However, teacher salary negotiations are beyond
the authority of the Legislature and as such, we
cannot intervene in ongoing contractual matters in
Garwood or in any community in our district.

“We are hopeful that the board and local educators
can come to a mutually beneficial concusion onbehalf
of the local community, its education system and
most important, the children they serve.”

We followed up with the question: “Dear Senator
Kean, Asm. Munoz and Asm Bramnick. Thank you

for your response. Most curious is your statement,
‘However, teacher salary negotiations are beyond
the authority of the Legislature and as such, we
cannot intervene in ongoing contractual matters in
Garwood or in any community in our district.’

“I believe [the newspaper] understands your state-
ment in the general sense but just who has the
authority then? Is it left to these volunteer school
board members, part-time and unpaid, little training
in negotiations, lay people; and as such say they are
up against the giant NJEA with no power to resist
them? When they cry for help, who is there to help
them (and to protect the public’s interest?). Do they
go to County Superintendent Carmen Centuolo for
help, or Commissioner Lucille Davy at the state?”

The response from the legislators: “As we under-
stand it, school board members rely on their own
board attorney and can also seek assistance from the
professionals at the NJ School Boards Association
for technical assistance. It is also our understanding
that municipalities do not seek intervention from the
state, whether it be the new super super or Davey, as
the state is not a party to the contract between the
teachers and the school board and has no role in the
negotiations. This follows the tradition of ‘local
control’ in NJ.”

Garwood School Board President Adele Lewis
wrote us back and provided us with the official
statement of the board. The letter is on this page.

The only conclusion we can draw from this is that
the giant is in overwhelming control and the beast
will provide no quarter in their relentless pursuit of
selfish interests, even during these trying times.

On Tuesday, February 17, 2009, the
Garwood Board of Education voted to
approve the three-year successor contract
with the Garwood Education Associa-
tion. The contract provides for increases
of 4.5 percent in 2008-09, 4.3 percent in
2009-10, and 4.3 percent in 2010-11. The
board did receive a concession in
healthcare, which will provide the district
with significant savings.

This contract is the culmination of a
one year negotiation process, with the
representatives of both sides dedicating
many long hours over the period, includ-
ing a very lengthy session with a state
assigned mediator.

The Garwood Board of Education sin-

cerely appreciates the teachers of this
district. We also take our responsibility to
the taxpayers very seriously. This agree-
ment provides the best balance of those
responsibilities within the current sys-
tem. Maintaining our educational pro-
grams and the board and administration’s
positive relationship with the GEA out-
weighed the possible results if we contin-
ued on with costly and divisive litigation.
Quite simply, prolonging this process
would have resulted in greater adminis-
trative expenses with no guarantee of a
‘better’ settlement.

The Board of Education is painfully
aware of the current economic situation
and respects its obligation to the Garwood

taxpayer. That being said, we had hoped
for better results, but these increases are
consistent with those negotiated elsewhere
in the area and the ‘givebacks’ on medical
insurance were sufficient to offset some
of the expense.

In the end, however, we truly believe
that the rules established by law govern-
ing the negotiations process need to be
overhauled by the legislature. Until there
is assistance from the state, an individual
school district has little leverage in the
negotiations process.

Garwood Board of Education
Adele Lewis, President

The Union County Foreclosure Task
Force, formed last fall, is pulling together
county government resources, munici-
palities, financial institutions and non-
profit groups to help property owners and
tenants stay in their homes or get other
forms of assistance.

A wave of foreclosures has hit the
nation, contributing to a record 19 million
unoccupied homes. Regardless of the in-
dividual circumstances, we are all at risk
when our friends and neighbors abandon
their property. For every padlocked door
there is another stressed or broken house-
hold in our communities.

The key fact to know is that you can
take steps to improve your situation. To
get help, you do not have to pay someone
for advice or risk falling prey to a con
artist. Free, reliable guidance is just one
phone call away.

An experienced non-profit organiza-
tion called the Home Ownership Preser-
vation Foundation offers help with any
and all foreclosure issues, for Union
County residents and throughout New
Jersey. Call toll free at (888) 995-4673.

Trained counselors at the Foundation
will provide guidance over the phone. If
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Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

Call For Help When
Facing Foreclosure

needed, they can refer you to dependable
community organizations with solid ex-
perience in foreclosure issues, so you can
meet with a counselor in person.

You can call for guidance as a preven-
tive measure, before a foreclosure starts.
Or you can call any time during the pro-
cess. And if you are a tenant in a property
facing foreclosure, you can get help too.
The important thing is to make the call.

To get information online about where
to go for help with foreclosure issues, you
can visit the Union County Clerk’s
webpage at ucnj.org/ctyclerk. The Task
Force is also using all available resources
to get printed material into the hands of
people who need it, and to assist those
who have lost their homes.

As we address the crisis at hand, the
Task Force is looking to the future and
planning advocacy, policy, and rehabili-
tation programs to prevent blight from
taking hold and spreading.

In the best of times, we in Union County
enjoy our vibrant and diverse communi-
ties. Now that times are challenging, we
are drawing on the strength of our com-
munities to help each other through, to-
gether.

Mr. Brennan, Tax Assessor for 31
Years, Relates Westfield History

I was intrigued with your editorial in
last week’s online issue concerning your
upcoming May publication [This Is
Westfield] of the most interesting events
that have occurred over the past 100 years
in Westfield.

To begin with – let me introduce my-
self. I’m Bob Brennan – the former Tax
Assessor for the Town of Westfield. I was
employed by the Town in 1966, but due to
a spinal cord injury, which rendered me a
“quadriplegia,” I took an early retirement
in 1997, after 31 years of service. I was
interviewed by a member of your staff at
my home after my retirement which re-
sulted in an excellent article being pub-
lished – and I again thank you for that.

I was unaware that you had placed your
previous issues online and this morning I
have thoroughly enjoyed looking through
your past issues.

In 2004, my wife and I relocated to
Brick Township to be closer to my son,
but we still manage to drive up the GSP
(Garden State Parkway) at least once a
month to reconnect with friends and
former neighbors in Westfield.

Unfortunately, whenever strangers hear
of Westfield today, they connect it with
John List. That one event seems to over-
shadow most events of the past 100 years.

I truly believe that the sacrifices made
by those “hometown heroes” who were
either killed or wounded in WWI and
WWII (to which I lost an uncle, Paul
Gottlick of Westfield) the Korean and
Vietnam Wars should be recognized above
all else and should stand alone as
Westfield’s biggest and best moments.

Born in 1943, I’m a second generation
Westfielder. My mother was born in
Westfield in 1900 and lived on Prospect
St. as part of the Gottlick family. I grew
up in Westfield at a time of major change
although it wasn’t until I became tax
assessor that I realized how much had
actually taken place between the time
period 1947 to 1965.

For example:
Unlike today where new houses are

being built throughout town on scattered
individual lots, during that time period
large wooded tracts were developed with
dozens of houses at once which quickly
changed the makeup of the town. One of
the earliest was the post-war develop-
ment of the Pinegrove Ave., Ayliffe Ave.,
Vernon Terrace area from 1948-1951. –
quickly followed by over a hundred houses
in the Tamaques Way area.

A few buildersshould be recognized as
advancing this change – Robert Newman
and Kent Construction. I believe they are
responsible for the majority of the quality
houses built in Westfield between 1955
and 1970. Bob’s company built nearly all
of “Stonehenge,” which comprised
Dartmoor, Knollwood Terrace, Nancy
Way, Norgate, etc. He moved into one of
the houses on Dartmoor with his family at
the time.

From there, nearly a hundred houses
were built in the area north of Prospect St.
(Barchester, Burlington Gorge, Kirkstone
Circle, Minisink Way and Wyandotte
Trail). Then, Breeze Knoll Drive off of
Lawrence Ave was developed.

One project was the Chelmsford
Condo’s on Prospect St. where Robert
Newman would move to and reside him-
self.

At the same time, other large tracts
were also being developed by different
builders such as: Orenda Circle, Summit
Court, Nomahegan Dr., Cranford Ave./
Stevens Ave., Twin Oaks Dr. and
Normandy Drive.

In the span of 15 to 20 years (1947-
1967), I would estimate that nearly one
thousand houses were constructed.

As the years moved on – and with most
of the large tracts gone – cul-de-sacs were
built comprising of four to six houses.
Floral Court was built on the McEwen
Florist site. Frazee Court was built on the
site of the Frazee property. Starlite Court
was built on the Westfield Nursery (Adrian
Moon’s) Central Ave. site. Bradford Court
was built on the Dr. Losee property and
Embree Court was developed when two
adjoining houses were demolished.

It was hard to imagine that the day
would come when one house was demol-
ished to construct another. One of the
main reason’s that the Town of Westfield
looks the way it does today, and is so well
known as a “Norman Rockwell commu-
nity” is that during the past hundred years,
the various Town Council’s (who are
now long forgotten) appointed individu-
als to various boards who ensured that all
zoning and buildings codes were strictly
adhered too. (ie: 20 percent lot coverage
- building setback - height requirement
etc). I can recall many instances when
homowners were denied additions whose
lot coverages were 21 and 22 percent -
and two family houses needed 70 foot lot
frontage and no exceptions were allowed!
I would hope that those strict standards
continue to be enforced today – espe-
cially now that the “McMansions” are on

the scene.
When I was a young boy, to make room

for the high school they moved nearly a
dozen houses on wooden rollers, which
today are located on Codding Road, First
St. and Pierson St. But that day came in
the mid 1980’s when a home on Breeze
Knoll Dr. was demolished and replaced
by another. The day of the “McMansions”
had begun!

On a personal level – the 1950’s for a
kid in Westfield was a great time to grow
up. We had the “firehouse” horn signal
each morning at 8 a.m. and more impor-
tantly at 6 p.m. Everyone had a bike and
we often had trouble finding a place in
front of a store on which to lean our
“unlocked” bikes. We anticipated the cir-
cus coming to town every year – enjoyed
the “soap box derby” held on Gallows
Hill Road, the fishing derby at
Mindowaskin Park and visiting Blado’s
Dairy farm to help him with his cows
cross Lambert’s Mill Road to graze in the
field by the railroad tracks – which is now
“Houlihan Field.” I, along with Norman
Greco (who resides on Lincoln Rd.) be-
came part of the standing room crowd of
young boys who showed up at the Rialto
in 1954 when they instituted the Westfield
Little League.

I’m attaching a list of gas stations that
existed in the 1950’s and the businesses
of that time period which I compiled for
a friend of mine months ago.

Also, in looking through the archives
this morning, I came across several ar-
ticles [attached for your consideration to
republish], which I think in some way
contributed to the makeup of Westfield
and made it the wonderful town it is
today.

Dear to my heart is the 100th Anniver-
sary celebration of the Westfield Volun-
teer Fire Department.

As a volunteer with the department for
25 years from 1968-1993, I had the plea-
sure to co-chair a parade and celebration
that I believe Westfield will never see
again. I enjoyed reading the article once
again in the archives and still can’t be-
lieve we pulled it off.

I’ve enjoyed writing this and hope you
can use some of the information. I’m
looking forward to seeing your publica-
tion in May.

Bob Brennan
Brick

Editorial on U.S.
Attorney Designee

Was ‘Way-Off’ Base
Your February 19 editorial (with its

equally-wrong-headed cartoon) was way
off base in questioning the prospective
appointment of Paul Fishman as U.S.
Attorney. As the chairman of the largest
law firm in New Jersey, I have been
fortunate to work with and against some
of the best lawyers in (and outside of) our
state, over many decades. I have known
Mr. Fishman for a long time and he is one
of the best lawyers I know.

You made two big errors in your edito-
rial. First, you ignored Mr. Fishman’s
enormously impressive background in law
enforcement and private practice. Sec-
ond, you confuse a lawyer’s obligation,
indeed, every ethical lawyer’s obligation
(to zealously represent a client whether or
not you agree with him or what he did)
with what one particular client, Carla
Katz, said or did. As to the first, Mr.
Fishman after graduating magna cum
laude from Princeton and cum laude from
Harvard Law School, where he was man-
aging editor of the Law Review, and after
clerking for a distinguished U.S. Court of
Appeals judge, spent 11 years working in
the New Jersey U.S. Attorney’s Office.
While there, he supervised political cor-
ruption cases, including the prosecutions
of the Essex County Executive, and the
mayors of Wayne, Passaic and Parsippany.
He then was called to Washington to
serve as a senior adviser to the Attorney
General and Deputy Attorney General for
three years. For the past dozen years, Mr.
Fishman has been a highly-successful
lawyer in private practice, representing a
variety of individuals and companies, in
the latter case, including drafting policies
and programs to facilitate compliance
with statutory and regulatory require-
ments.

As to your second error, some of our
nation’s greatest lawyers (Abraham Lin-
coln and John Adams come to mind) have
represented some clients whose views or
actions were personally distasteful or even
abhorrent to the lawyer. But in this coun-
try, that’s the way our civil and criminal
justice system is designed to operate.

Paul Fishman will make a great, tough-
minded and fair-minded U.S. Attorney
and I look forward to his imminent ap-
pointment.

Andrew Berry
Westfield

Citizens Presentation to
BOE Is on the ‘Net

Editor’s Note: This was sent to the
Westfield Board of Education, the Town
Council and copied to the newspaper.

*****
Attached is an 11 page presentation

with a six page appendix, that has been
prepared over the course of the last nine
days by a group of concerned citizens
regarding the proposed Intermediate
School Redistricting Plan, after our re-
ceipt of Open Public Records Act disclo-
sures from the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on February 13. (The attachment can
be downloaded at www.goleader.com/
services/features/09-wf-redistricting/).

You will see from the attached that we
believe that redistricting is unwarranted
and will in fact be a very costly endeavor
for the taxpayers, considering the hiring
of new teachers and staff at Edison Inter-
mediate School that would not be neces-
sary if there was no redistricting, as well
as busing costs. We recommend that no
elementary school district be redistricted
to Edison.

In preparing this, we also consulted
with experts in the education field, who
were able to explain the impact from a
teaching and staff perspective of an in-
crease in student population, from both
the surge of students from McKinley,
Tamaques and Jefferson, coupled with
approximately 80 students from Wash-
ington starting in Year 3. Feel free to
forward this e-mail, or the attachment, to
anyone that you would like. If you are
interested in sitting down to talk about
this, I am sure that concerned citizens
would be willing to do so at a mutually
convenient time.

Lee Stoller
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Isochroous – Being of equal color
throughout
2. Transcolate – To strain or filter
3. Thaumaturge – A magician
4. Scintillant – Sparkling; glittering

SCHNORRER
1. A beggar
2. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadruped
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A meal table philosopher

HAMIROSTRATE
1. Having a broad nose
2. Having a rounded beak or nose
3. Hook-beaked
4. Having a very long and thin beak

TOPER
1. Artistically suited for show or display
2. A drunkard
3. Proud; haughty
4. To stumble or stagger

ROUKE
1. To squat
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. To tunnel
4. Reward or merit

Anyone Can File An OPRA
Request, But How To Word It?

Two weeks ago, our editorial called for the Town
of Westfield to take the lead in government transpar-
ency by releasing the lawsuit settlement details of
police officer Sandra Chambers vs. The Town of
Westfield. The case was settled Friday, February 6,
as advised by the Clerk of the State Superior Court.
We filed an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
Request with the town on February 10.

On February 19, the town wrote to us that our
request could not be met as “1. There is no completed
settlement concerning the case referenced in your
request. Therefore, the town cannot respond to your
request…”

Who’s right – the Town or Superior Court?
On Monday, we reached out to Eric L. Harrison,

the attorney who represented Westfield in this litiga-
tion. When told that the court had revealed the matter
to be settled but the town had denied an OPRA

request because a settlement agreement had not been
finalized, he said, “both of those statements are
accurate.”

He further stated that there has been a “meeting of
the minds verbally, but the terms have yet to be
committed to a settlement document that has been
signed by all parties.”

Mr. Harrison, who provided a level of candor, said
the newspaper and the public would be made aware
of the agreement once it is signed, sealed and deliv-
ered. That’s good news, and that’s good government,
in our opinion.

It might be trickier to find out the legal and
insurance costs. Will officer Chambers remain on
the job or be given disability or be given early
retirement? Well, anyone from the public can file an
OPRA request, but how to word it? – Your guess is
as good as ours.

Letters to the Editor
MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 16
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Letters to the Editor

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, and in order
to take a coordinated and comprehensive
approach to developing and implement-
ing an effective strategy concerning ur-
ban America, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: Section – 1 Policy

About 80 percent of Americans live in
urban areas, and the economic health and
social vitality of our urban communities
are critically important to the prosperity
and quality of life for Americans.

Vibrant cities spawn innovation, eco-
nomic growth, and cultural enrichment
through the businesses, universities, and
civic, cultural, religious, and nonprofit
institutions they attract.

Forward-looking policies that encour-
age wise investment and development in
our urban areas will create employment
and housing opportunities and make our
country more competitive, prosperous,
and strong.

In the past, insufficient attention has
been paid to the problems faced by urban
areas and to coordinating the many Fed-
eral programs that affect our cities.

A more comprehensive approach is
needed, both to develop an effective strat-
egy for urban America and to coordinate
the actions of the many executive depart-
ments and agencies whose actions impact
urban life.

Sec 2 Establishment
There is established within the Execu-

tive Office of the President the White
House Office of Urban Affairs (the “Of-
fice”).

Sec 3 Functions
The principal functions of the Office

are, to the extent permitted by law: (a) to
provide leadership for and coordinate the
development of the policy agenda for
urban America across executive depart-
ments and agencies; (b) to coordinate all
aspects of urban policy; (c) to work with
executive departments and agencies to
ensure that appropriate consideration is
given by such departments and agencies
to the potential impact of their actions on
urban areas; (d) to work with executive
departments and agencies, including the
Office of Management and Budget, to
ensure that Federal Government dollars
targeted to urban areas are effectively
spent on the highest-impact programs;
and more (over) 2 (e) to engage in out-
reach and work closely with State and
local officials, with nonprofit organiza-
tions, and with the private sector, both in
seeking input regarding the development
of a comprehensive urban policy and in

ensuring that the implementation of Fed-
eral programs advances the objectives of
that policy.

Sec 4 Coordination
In performing its functions, the Office

shall work closely with all relevant ex-
ecutive departments and agencies, and
offices and councils within the Office of
the President, including but not limited
to: the Department of the Treasury; the
Department of Justice; the Department of
Commerce; the Department of Labor; the
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices; the Department of Housing and
Urban Development; the Department of
Transportation; the Department of En-
ergy; the Department of Education, and
the Environmental Protection Agency

Sec 5 Administration
(a) The Office may work with estab-

lished or ad hoc committees, task forces,
and interagency groups.

(b) The Office shall have a staff headed
by the Deputy Assistant to the President
and Director of Urban Affairs (Director).

The Director shall report jointly to the
Assistant to the President for Intergov-
ernmental Affairs and Public Liaison and
to the Assistant to the President for Do-
mestic Policy.

The Office shall have such staff and
other assistance as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this order.

(c) All executive departments and agen-
cies shall cooperate with the Office and
provide such information, support, and
assistance to the Office as the Director
may request, to the extent permitted by
law.

Sec 6 General Provisions
(a) Nothing in this order shall be con-

strued to impair or otherwise affect: (i)
authority granted by law to a department,
agency, or the head thereof; or (ii) func-
tions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary,
administrative, or legislative proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented
consistent with applicable law and sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law
or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies,
or entities, its officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.

Peace Corps Column

Editor’s Note: Emily Clyne, 23 years
old, Westfield resident, attended Man-
hattan College and is currently serving as
a Peace Corps volunteer in El Salvador.
She can be contacted at emilyclyne.com.

*****
I’ve only ever moved once in my life.

Just once. And it was to college. Just 30
minutes from where I grew up. I physi-
cally moved there, but I am not sure if you
can count that as actually moving-mov-
ing, as in starting your life
all over again, but it’s the
closest thing I had to that
until now — now I have
started my life over. And
to be honest I never saw
myself living like this.

When I applied to the
Peace Corps, I imagined
myself pumping water
from a well in Sub-Saharan
Africa surrounded by hip-
popotami and zebra, living
in a mud hut and learning a
language my friends never
heard of. Instead, I turn on
a faucet for my water, am
surrounded by chickens
and cows, live in a blue
cement house, and speak a language some
of my friends already know.

No, it is not as exciting as I had origi-
nally imagined, but it is better. That is the
great thing about the Peace Corps. You do
not get to choose where you are going, it
takes away any disappointment in the
expectations you have for a certain loca-
tion and leaves an element of surprise.

When I found out that I was going to be
moving to El Salvador, I did not know
what to think – I barely knew anything
about it. But now that I am here, and have
been here for 10 months, it is hard to
believe that this tiny house, this tiny town,
this tiny country was not my first choice,
that I did not have an instinct in knowing
where to go to be the happiest I could
possibly be.

There should be some sort of gravita-
tional pull that matches up people with
places so everybody in the world could
fall in love with a place like I have. But it
was not like this at first. To be honest, my
first couple months in El Salvador, I did
not know if I would make it, for the Peace
Corps required a two year commitment.
Training was in a different part of the
country and it just was not a perfect fit for
me.

It was beautiful, and the people were
nice, and I was even living close to other
volunteer friends, but it just was not the
place for me. Training lasted for only two
months and then yet again we were all
dispersed to different parts of the country
without a choice, and by some stroke of
fate I got assigned to my town, the town
that I was intended for.

My town is located in the country’s
most northwestern region. Scattered
throughout the rolling hills and mountain
peeks are quaint adobe houses, small dirt
roads, and people happily going about
their day. It is amazing the affect other
people can have on somebody; coming
straight from New York, I would never
have dreamed of greeting strangers, but
here not one person is passed on the road
without happily asking them how they are
and what is new; I never even knew any of
my neighbors back home, and this may be
common for many places in the United
States, but only 10 months in and I can
confidently say that I know everybody in
this town, and I would not want it any
other way.

A five minute walk home may take up
to an hour because people always want to
know how I am and what I am doing,
which makes the day all the more amus-
ing. Because of my gringo status, people
want to get to know me, but a lot of it can
be credited to the Peace Corps program,
complete immersion into a new commu-
nity and the hands-on work that comes
with it. Our job pretty much guarantees
that a volunteer will meet and gain trust
with most, if not all, community mem-
bers.

My job is a Rural Health and Sanitation
Facilitator. This means that I work with
the community to teach about water treat-
ment, HIV/AIDS education, women’s
health and basic hygiene. Much of this is
from house visits or giving talks in the
tiny school in hopes that the children will
bring the information back to their par-
ents. Also, Peace Corps gives us the op-
tion and support to implement side

Barack Obama
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White House Office Of

Urban Affairs

The Move of a Lifetime
projects; for example, I’m currently teach-
ing open English classes for anybody
interested and working with an American
non-governmental organization (NGO)
to get computers for the local school.

Although, my biggest project is raising
money for a casa comunal. In Latin
America, most communities, including
small towns, have ‘casa comunales,’ or
community centers. Basically they are
just locations where all communal rights

of passage can take place
— weddings, birthday par-
ties, funerals, town meet-
ings, quineceras, etc. Casa
comunales are really im-
portant in Latin culture and
I’m really proud to be
working with people so
motivated, eager to learn,
and hardworking for some-
thing they feel so passion-
ately about.

Moreover, it feels amaz-
ing to know that I will have
aided this community with
this project, something they
had hoped for — for such a
long time, when they have
given me so much more

than I could have ever imagined for in
such a short time. When I first arrived,
two years seemed like a long time, too
long even. But, as it goes, there is never
too much time in a place you love.

I still have to remind myself every day
to open my eyes wider and take in what is
around me, not only the beautiful scenery
but also the view of children excitedly
running down the street to my house, the
new born calf that I watched being born,
or just my neighbor Checho waving as he
walks by on his way to work in the field.
Even though the days are slower than
what I was used to, they are definitely
more memorable. So, this is life as a
Peace Corps volunteer – exciting, uncom-
fortable sometimes, but always warm,
genuine.

Now, I cannot picture myself anywhere
else and am so thankful to have been
placed where I am. With only a little bit
more than one year left of my service, it is
hard to believe that I will be moving once
again, for the second time in my life – this
will surely be the hardest move of all.
Leaving home for El Salvador, not one
tear was shed, but just thinking of leaving
here now, I cannot hold the tears back.

If you are interested in more informa-
tion about my projects or life here in El
Salvador, please visit emilyclyne.com.

Emily Clyne

Lung cancer, prepare to be 
blown away.

The state’s largest lung cancer program.
The Carol G. Simon Cancer Center at Morristown Memorial
Hospital and Overlook Hospital treats more patients and
performs more procedures than any other New Jersey hospital.
And our survival rates are above the national average. You'll
find a pulmonary center of excellence that brings together the 
best diagnostic services and treatments in every aspect of
pulmonary medicine, including minimally invasive surgery. 
We're the only hospital in the region with the ability to treat
inoperable tumors of the lung using CyberKnife technology.
Better treatments mean better outcomes, and shorter hospital
stays. So take a deep breath. We've got you covered.

For a physician referral call 866-391-1089. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized 
e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Leader Editorial and Cartoon on
Fishman Is Unfairly Besmirching

As an over 30 years resident of
Westfield, I have never felt compelled to
write to The Westfield Leader in response
to an editorial until I read last week’s
incredibly biased editorial and accompa-
nying cartoon, which so unfairly be-
smirched the reputation of the nominee to
become this state’s next United States
Attorney, Paul Fishman.

The editorial implies that Mr. Fishman
will not fairly pursue political corruption
in the state. It does so based on the un-
founded accusation that since over the
past few years, while in private practice,
his current clients have included an indi-
vidual concerning whom there have been
accusations of political corruption (but
whom, to my knowledge, has not been
charged with any criminal offense), he
will not fairly pursue political corruption
cases.

So, what are just a few of the easily
ascertainable facts I learned from Google
that your editorial chose to leave out? Mr.
Fishman is a graduate of Princeton and
Harvard Law School, where he was on
the Law Review. He thereafter served in
a prestigious clerkship with the United
States Third Circuit Court of Appeals.
More significantly, in regards to the edi-
torial, he served as an Assistant United
States Attorney for over 10 years, rising
to Chief of the Criminal Division and then
First Assistant United States Attorney. If
that was not sufficient to allow one to
conclude that he is eminently qualified
for the position, he thereafter became a
Deputy United States Attorney General
serving as a Senior Advisor to the Attor-
ney General of the United States.

As a former federal prosecutor in the
New Jersey United States Attorney’s
Office (well in time before both Mr.
Fishman and Mr. Christie), I take pride in

the fact that, almost uniformly, those who
have served as United States Attorneys
have vigorously and impartially pursued
political corruption, among other crimes.
Those in the legal community with whom
I have communicated who either know
him or of him have every confidence that
Mr. Fishman will continue that tradition.

If The Leader had performed even a
little bit of diligence into his background,
it would undoubtedly have come to the
same conclusion.

Frederick Polak
Westfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Rep. Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E., Westfield
(908) 518-7733

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the ‘Net

goleader.com/classifieds

“Have Published
Whatever You Want”

goleader.com/express
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Michael Erik Idland and Ms. Nancy Ann McClumpha

Michael E. Idland to Wed
Ms. Nancy A. McClumpha
Roger and Ellen Idland of Westfield

have announced the engagement of
their son, Michael Erik Idland, to Ms.
Nancy Ann McClumpha. She is the
daughter of Marie and David
McClumpha of Selkirk, N.Y.

The future bridegroom graduated
with the Class of 1999 from
Westfield High School. He com-
pleted his bachelor’s degree at
SUNY Cortland and earned his
master’s degree in English from the
University at Buffalo in Buffalo,

N.Y. Mr. Idland is the head coach
for the women’s soccer program at
the University of Pittsburgh at
Bradford.

The bride-to-be graduated from
SUNY Genesco and received her
master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from Medaille College
in Buffalo, N.Y. Ms. McClumpha is
a mathematics teacher at Frontier
High School in Hamburg, N.Y.

The wedding is planned for early
April in Albany, N.Y.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Library Friends Post
Scholarship Offer

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library have an-
nounced that applications for their an-
nual “Future Librarian” scholarship are
available at the library’s circulation
desk. This marks the sixth year that the
Friends have offered scholarships.

A Westfield resident currently pur-
suing a master’s degree in Library
Science or a college degree in Media
Education will be considered. Stu-
dents who will graduate Westfield
High School in 2009 who are inter-
ested in becoming librarians, who
have been employed or volunteered
at the Westfield Memorial Library or
have volunteered at the high school
library, also are invited to apply.

All applications must be submitted
to the Scholarship Committee no later
than Wednesday, April 15. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Reads Welcome Son,
Lucas Anthony

Regina and Thomas Read of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their son, Lucas Anthony Read, on
Monday, February 9, at 11:05 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Lucas weighed 6 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 18 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Regina and Anthony Giordano of
Scotch Plains.

His paternal grandparents are
Suzanne and Robert Read of
Cazenovia, N.Y.

Author to Describe Journey
From Far East to America

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present local au-
thor Olga Valcoff on Wednesday,
March 4, from 7 to 9 p.m. She will
discuss her book, “Hello, Golden Gate:
Goodbye, Russia,” a memoir of her
journey from the Far East to America.

Mrs. Valcoff begins her narrative
when her family had to flee the Russian

Revolution in 1918. They trekked for
many months across Siberia and tem-
porarily settled in the northern Chinese
city of Harbin, which harbored many
refugees fleeing Russia. Later her fam-
ily relocated to Kagoshima, Japan,
where Mrs. Valcoff was born in 1933.

The author tells her story in a series
of vignettes, describing how she was
the only blonde, blue-eyed child grow-
ing up among the Japanese. She spent
her formative years, during World War
II, in Shanghai among the diaspora of
White Russian refugees. With the on-
set of Mao Tse-tung’s takeover of
China in 1949, they had to flee Com-
munism again. After spending two
years in a Displaced Persons camp in
the Philippines, the family found a
permanent home in the United States,
arriving in San Francisco under the
Golden Gate Bridge.

In later years, Mrs. Valcoff studied
drama at Los Angeles City College.
She worked in theater in Chicago and
as a fashion designer in New York
City. Now retired, she has one son and
lives with her husband in Basking
Ridge. In 2007, the author returned to
visit her birthplace in Japan after 67
years and was reunited with many of
her Japanese childhood friends.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. To register for this pro-
gram, access wmlnj.org and click on
the calendar or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

AARP Chapter to Meet
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons will meet
on Monday, March 2, at 1 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
the intersection of Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The program for this meeting will
feature Charles Clarkson, a retired
attorney and the New Jersey Advo-
cate for the State regarding Medicare
Fraud. Mr. Clarkson assists at the
Jewish Family and Vocational Ser-
vice in Middlesex County in this re-
gard, as the Senior Medicare Patrol.

A business meeting will follow this
program, with refreshments and so-
cial time concluding the day’s events.
Members who are going on the
chapter’s trip to the Brownstone must
pay for this outing at the meeting if
they have not yet done so.

Members also are asked to bring a
non-perishable food item for the food
pantry, as well as any unwanted jew-
elry item or other small gift that can be
used as bingo prizes for Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County.

Additionally, the chapter is offer-
ing a trip entitled the “Branson Musi-
cal Getaway” that will take place
September 17 to 22, given by Collette
Tours. For more information, call
Dominic Lisanti at (732) 388-4367.

Historical Society to Salute
Columns By Ralph Jones

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
Historian Ralph Jones’ “History of
Westfield” weekly newspaper col-
umns will be featured at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society on March 4. It will
begin at noon at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 419 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Jones, who will attend the
luncheon, will hear various mem-
bers of the Society read selections
from the columns he wrote in the
late 1980s and early 1990s that were
published in The Westfield Leader.

A former president of the Society,
Mr. Jones served as the town histo-
rian of Westfield during this period.
His columns covered the people,
places and events that led to the growth
and development of Westfield over
the years.

Mr. Jones, a Lifetime Trustee of
the Society, has been a member since
1978. Since that time, he has been
deeply involved in promoting
Westfield’s history. Over the years,
he has served the Society as its

president, curator and archivist. He
was the town historian for 11 years
and a member of the Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission for
the same length of time. In 1994 he
wrote and produced “Our Towne,”
Westfield’s Bicentennial Revue.

Expressing the depths of his feel-
ings for Westfield and its history,
Mr. Jones once said, “I have no
greater interest than preserving and
building a record of life in Westfield
and making it accessible to people in
useful form, and encouraging others
to become interested and involved in
the history and heritage of our town.”

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, March 2. The
cost of the luncheon is $18, includ-
ing gratuity.

Restoreyournatural beauty
& glow

Our Specialities
Hair Removal
Large Pores
Rosacea
Leg & Facial Vein Removal
Sun Damage
Skin Texture & Tightening           

Brown & Red Spots
Deep Wrinkles
Acne Scaring

G.M. Florino, MD       Medical Director

209 Central Ave, 2nd Floor

Free Hair Removal

Buy One Package,
Get Second Area Free!

(Must be of equal or lesser value)

Offer Expires 4/1/2009

For a Limited Time Receive 0% Financing for 18 Months with Care Credit

Call for a complimentary consultation and skin evaluation. A $75 value!

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

MARCH  2009 EVENTS 

at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

Register for programs at www.wmlnj.org.  550 East Broad Street 908.789.4090 

3/3
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/9
3/11
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/16
3/18
3/19
3/20
3/20
3/23
3/25
3/25
3/27
3/30

 10:00 am 
   7:00 pm 
 10:00 am 
   1:30 pm 
2 & 6:30 pm 
 10:00 am 
   7:00 pm 
  7:00 pm 
   1:30 pm 
2 & 6:30 pm 
   6:30 pm 
   7:00 pm 
   12:00 pm 
   1:30 pm 
2 & 6:30 pm 
 10:00 am 
   6:30 pm 
   1:30 
2 & 6:30 pm 

Computer class:  Mouse’rcize (beginners level)

Local author: Hello, Golden Gate: Goodbye, Russia 
Computer class:  Intro to the Internet (beginners)

TGIF!  Film:  American Women of Achievement 
International Film:  The Diving Bell and the Butterfly 
Computer class:  Email Basics (intermediate level)

Non-Fiction Book Club: Hot, Flat and Crowded 
Film Professor presents Hollywood on the Hudson 
TGIF!  Live performance!! Banjo Rascals 
International Film:  Days of Glory 
Alborada Spanish Dance Theater Performance 
Computer class: Intro to Google docs (advanced) 

Harpist Merynda Adams
TGIF!  Film:  Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
International Film:  Pan’s Labyrinth 
Computer class: Genealogy on the Internet (advanced)  

Your Digital Camera: How to love it (and not fear it) 
TGIF!  Classic Movie Week:  Neptune’s Daughter 
International  Film:  Water  

3/4
3/4
3/9
3/25
3/31

10:00 am 
  3:45 pm 
   7:00 pm 
   3:45 pm 
   1:30 pm 

Toddler Time  (Babies & Toddlers through 2½ years) 
After School Book Bunch  (grades 2, 3, 4) 
¡Hola, Spanish!  (grades 4, 5, 6) 
Creative Dramatics  (elementary school age) 
PreSchool Storytime  (ages 3½ to 5 years) 

Food Flavoring Plant Workers or  
Retired Workers from 

MASTERTASTE INC. 
In Clark, NJ 

 
Have you experienced 

RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS? 
Shortness of Breath, Asthma, Bronchitis, Emphysema? 

 
You could be suffering from undiagnosed 

BRONCHIOLITIS OBLITERANS 

a.k.a. “Popcorn Lung” disease, 

caused by exposure to the Butter Flavoring DIACETYL. 
 

To discuss your condition and your legal right to possible compensation, call 

FREE CONSULTATION

Patrick Timmins, Esq.
Levy Phillips & Konigsberg, LLP

(917) 567-2522
Or 1-800-637-6529

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Thursday, February 26th 3-7pm
Saturday, February 28th 1-4pm

Monday, March 2nd 3-7pm

STARTS  MARCH 3RD

Sat., February. 28th: 12:30 - 2pm
or by appointment
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CLASSES FOR ADULTS AND TEENAGERS

BootCampWF
Westfield’s premiere, healthy living 
outdoor fitness training program

Workouts MW&F @ 5:30 & 9:30 am; 
MW&Th @ 6:30 pm in Tamaques Park

Next Session Starts March 18th

www.BootCampWF.com

Caregivers Meeting
Is Set For Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
March 2, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Ms. Jennifer Mary Kassakian and Joseph Henley Anderson

Ms. Jennifer M. Kassakian
To Wed Joseph H. Anderson
Mrs. Edward Z. Kassakian of

Westfield and Charlestown, R.I. has
announced the engagement of her
daughter, Ms. Jennifer Mary
Kassakian, to Joseph Henley Ander-
son of Seattle, Wash. He is the son of
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Philip Ander-
son of Madison, Wis. Ms. Kassakian
also is the daughter of the late Ed-
ward Z. Kassakian.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Kassakian graduated
magna cum laude with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Biology from Colby
College in Waterville, Me. in 2000.
She also holds a Master of Marine
Affairs degree from the University
of Washington in Seattle, which she
earned in 2006. The bride-to-be cur-
rently is employed in the fishery
management and sustainability pro-
gram of the non-profit marine con-
servation organization Ocean Con-
servancy in Seattle.

Mr. Anderson graduated from
Madison West High School in Madi-
son, Wis. in 1997 and with honors
from Stanford University in Palo
Alto, Calif. in 2001 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Biological Sci-

ences. The future bridegroom also
holds a Master’s degree in Aquatic
and Fishery Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Washington in Seattle,
which he earned in 2006, and pres-
ently is working towards a Doctoral
degree in that program.

The couple met in the fall of 2005
on a trip to Anchorage, Alaska while
both were graduate students at the
University of Washington.

A wedding is planned for July
2010 in Seattle, Wash., after which
the couple will continue to reside in
Seattle.

Parents Guild Slates
Gift Basket Auction

CLARK – The Parents Guild of
Mother Seton Regional High School,
located at One Valley Road in Clark,
will sponsor a “Garden Party” gift bas-
ket auction on Friday, March 6. Doors
will open at 6 p.m. and the calling will
begin at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $10 in
advance and $12 at the door.

The price includes door prizes, one
sheet of tickets, coffee, tea and des-
sert. Prizes will include a 37-inch flat
screen television, laptop, iPod and
Global Positioning System. Partici-
pants are invited to bring their own
food; beverages will be available. For
tickets or more information, call (732)
382-1952 or visit motherseton.org.
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From The Westfield Leader-Times Archives, February 22, 2001
A WESTFIELD TRADITION…Members of the Rotary Club of Westfield, from
left to right, Warren Rorden, Jay Biren and Roger Love, get ready to serve visitors
during the club’s 2000 Pancake Breakfast, as Frank Isoldi looks on. The Rotary
Club’s Pancake Breakfast will take place this year on Saturday, March 7, from 8
a.m. to noon at Westfield High School.

Rotary Pancake Breakfast
To Take Place on March 7

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield will hold its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast on Saturday, March
7, from 8 a.m. to noon in the cafete-
ria of Westfield High School, lo-
cated on Rahway Avenue at the cor-
ner of Dorian Road. Tickets are $7
and may be purchased at the door.

During the event there will be a
50-50 raffle, while local school and
community music groups will pro-
vide live entertainment throughout
the morning. Additionally, a
children’s fair will be available for
families, sponsored by the Westfield
Area “Y,” featuring a Moonwalk,
face painting, spin art, balloons and
many other activities.

Local youth organizations, in-
cluding the Westfield High School
Rotary Interact Club and Elemen-
tary School Early Act Clubs, the
Westfield Area “Y” Leaders Club
and Black Achievers Club, Boy

Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Brownies, volunteer and support the
Rotary Club’s efforts.

The proceeds from this event sup-
port the Rotary Scholarship Fund
and Rotary Community Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $1.9 million in schol-
arship grants to 1,492 students.
Darielle Walsh, Rotary Club past
president, is the Pancake Breakfast
chairperson.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15
to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Guests are always wel-
come. For more information, visit the
club’s website, westfieldrotary.com.

Writer to Autograph
Book at Breakfast

WESTFIELD – A former winner of
the Bernard Heeney Creative Writing
Contest, administered by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, in the student cat-
egory, Westfield High School (WHS)
student Joshua Brafman has had his
first book published at the age of 15,
having started writing it at 11.

“Death Bunny!” recalls the adven-
tures of a three-foot, 11-inch bunny
named Kitti, who, on a school field
trip to the Museum of Boring Arti-
facts, unwittingly releases a demon,
Lord Devi. Kitti’s father, Grim the
Reaper, is captured by Lord Devi,
and Kitti vows to rescue him.

Kitti is aided in his quest by a host
of quirky characters such as Pandy,
the fudge-loving Panda Bear, Zorg-
10, a 10-foot robotic creature, and
Kurri, a giant caterpillar who under-
goes metamorphosis.

Joshua’s grandmother, Marilyn
Hart, told The Leader and The Times
that her grandson, from his preschool
years, had “an exceptional vocabu-
lary and imagination.”

He will autograph his books for sale
at the Rotary Club of Westfield’s Pan-
cake Breakfast on March 7 at WHS.
“Death Bunny!”  also is available on
barnesandnoble.com and amazon.com.

International Dinner to Aid
Food Bank, Disaster Relief

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will hold
its annual International Dinner on
Saturday, March 7, from 5 to 8 p.m. to
benefit The Community Food Bank
of New Jersey and disaster relief.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to sample an array of ethnic spe-
cialties during the event, including
Italian, Danish, German, Irish, Greek,
Scottish, English, West Indian, Ko-
rean and Polish fare.

Complementing the cuisine will be
a performance by the Chinese-Ameri-
can Music Ensemble (CAME) Adult/
Chamber Chorus, Young People’s
Chorus and Children’s Chorus, as
well as the Chinese Chamber Music
Group (CCMG).

Half the funds raised from the din-
ner will benefit The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey in Hillside, New
Jersey’s largest distributor of food and
groceries to charities. The remainder
will be used for disaster relief, includ-
ing helping victims of the recent dev-
astating fires in Australia and the on-
going rebuilding efforts in areas still
devastated from Hurricane Katrina.

The cost is $12 for adults and teen-
agers, $5 for children ages 6 to 12,
free for children age 5 and under, and
a family maximum of $35. If pos-
sible, individuals are asked to make
reservations by Monday, March 2.

To make a reservation, or for more
information about Willow Grove, call
the church office at (908) 232-5678,
e-mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access willowgrovechurch.org.
Those unable to attend the dinner but
who would like to make a donation
are asked to call August Ruggiero at
(908) 889-5948 or Paul DiDario at
(908) 769-5742.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, oppo-
site the Scotch Plains southside
firehouse and near the corner of South
Martine Avenue. All church facilities
are handicap-accessible.

Day������Evening������Saturday�Appointments�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

CELEBRATING 

CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 3/31/09 CN 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 3/31/09 CN 

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-50%
PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$149
$249

What Does Daylight Savings Time Mean??

It means it’s time to check your bed.   When you change your clocks, take the time to assess of how your bed feels.
Invest in your heath and well being.  Make this the year you start every day recharged and well rested.

   Experience….

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Garwood Knights Set
Annual Fish Fry Date
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold their
annual fish fry at their council hall on
Friday, March 13, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Catered by Thistles of Kearny, the
dinner will include French fries, cole-
slaw, dessert and coffee. Tickets are
$11 in advance and $14 at the door.
(Chicken dinners will be available
with advance ticket purchases only).

Takeout orders will be available.
Tickets can be purchased after 4 p.m.
weekdays at the Knights of Colum-
bus hall, located at 37 South Avenue,
opposite PathMark, in Garwood. In-
dividuals are asked to call first on the
weekends. Parking is available be-
hind the hall, off of Willow Avenue.
Advance ticket purchase is strongly
recommended. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Nature Club Reveals
Meeting and Bird Trip
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club will hold its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, March
3, at 7:30 p.m. in the courthouse of
the Mountainside Municipal Build-
ing, located on New Providence Road
at the intersection of Route 22, East.
Patti Murray will present a program
on the modern threats to birdlife in
Hawaii and Midway Island.

On Saturday, March 7, Justin
Whitehurst will lead a bird trip to the
shore ponds of Monmouth County.
Those interested are asked to meet at
8 a.m. in the Target parking lot on
Central Avenue in Clark to arrange
for carpooling, or to call the leader
for the meeting time at the shore. Mr.
Whitehurst can be reached at (908)
463-0169.

Additional activities for March
will be publicized. The Greater
Watchung Nature Club is dedicated
to promoting fellowship among those
who share an appreciation of the
natural world. Annual dues are $12
for an individual, $17 for a couple/
family and $4 for students. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend all club
programs and trips.

Local UNICO to Hold
Benefit Comedy Night
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

UNICO will sponsor its Second An-
nual Comedy Night on Saturday,
March 21, beginning at 6:45 p.m.
Funds raised will benefit Westfield
High School scholarships and other
local charities.

Comedians Bob Gonzo and Jeff
Norris will provide the entertainment.
The event will take place at Costa’s
Restaurant, located on Chestnut Street
in Roselle Park. Attendance is lim-
ited to 160 guests.

Hot and cold antipasti with a sit-
down family style dinner will be served,
along with beer, wine, soda, coffee
and dessert. The cost is $60 per per-
son. For tickets and more information,
call Manny Carlino at (908) 233-6863.

Our Love For One Another:
A True Mark of Authenticity

By REVEREND ED CARLL

In the March 24, 2008 edition of
Time magazine, the cover story was
about 10 ideas that are changing the
world. Number seven was titled: Syn-
thetic Authenticity. It is about market-
ing all sorts of products in attempts to
make the consumer feel as if they are
“authentic” (whether they are or not)
… and it is serious business!

A review of ad campaigns reveals the
enormous amounts of money that are
being spent to sell just about everything
– Stoli vodka, whose new campaign
urges you to “choose authenticity;” Kool
cigarettes says “be authentic” (authentic
to what, lung cancer?); the now long-
expired presidential campaign of Mike
Huckabee called him the “authentic con-
servative;” the Claddagh Irish Pub chain
claims to have “an authentic ‘public
house’ environment,” whatever that is,
and the state of Maryland is “where even
the fun is authentic.”

The article goes on to explain that
legendary business consultants James
Gilmore and Joseph Pine II have writ-
ten all about it in a new book. In “Au-
thenticity,” published by Harvard Busi-
ness School Press, they argue that the
virtualization of life (friends are not
friends unless you “confirm” them on
Facebook; reporters are now bloggers,
and vice versa) has led to a deep con-
sumer yearning for the authentic.

Pine and Gilmore argue that America
has “toxic levels of inauthenticity”: most
of the e-mails we get are fake, and its so
difficult to reach a real person via an 800
number that we had to invent a hereto-
fore unnecessary locution – real person
– to describe the entity we are trying to
reach. Corporate deceit reached epi-
demic levels after the dotcom bust, and,
depending on your politics, you might
add that there were no WMD (Weapons
of Mass Destruction).

The aura of inauthenticity around
some brands is killing them, Gilmore
and Pine say. Sharper Image, with all of
its glitz, is filing for bankruptcy! Lillian
Vernon, selling tacky jewelry and fake
“forever-fresh” daisies… also filing for
bankruptcy! “What consumers buy must
reflect who they are and who they as-
pire to be in relation to how they per-
ceive the world – with lightning-quick
judgments of “real” or “fake” hanging
in the balance,” write Gilmore and Pine.

What is their advice to businesses that
are considering how to win customer
loyalty? “Stop saying what your offer-
ings are through advertising and start
creating places – permanent or tempo-
rary, physical or virtual – where people
can experience what those offerings, as
well as your enterprise, actually are.”

The authors understand that in an era
when even Wal-Mart is selling organic
mesclun and gourmet coffee, people
want their purchases to elevate them, to
transform them. They want products to
connect them to history or to a cause
(how many products are “green,” “raw”
or “eco-something”?) People don’t want
to cook, but they do want the package
on the manufactured food product to
say USDA ORGANIC. They observe:

“The crucial factor dividing success
from failure in the next few years will
be whether a business is perceived as
real or fake, authentic or inauthentic.”

Here is the closing paragraph that
really grabbed me… “Does all this striv-
ing for authenticity make us more fake
or more real? Gilmore and Pine offer a
third option: “fake-real.” Economic of-
ferings don’t have to be exactly what
they say they are (Canyon Ranch isn’t
really a ranch; “The Daily Show” isn’t
really a news show), but they must be
true to themselves (you actually can
transform yourself at a spa; you actually
can learn something from “The Daily
Show”). And here is the closing line:

“Today you are authentic when you
acknowledge just how fake you really
are.”

Does that sound as odd to you as it
does to me? Does it take a whole school
of “behavioral” economists to point out
the obvious (and make tons of money in
so doing)? People both want and need
authentic experiences and relationships.
Not fake, nor synthesized, but transfor-
mative!

Their advice to businesses begs a few
faith questions: “Are we (as communi-
ties of faith) creating places, permanent
or temporary, physical or virtual, where
people can enter into an experience
through study, and at worship, and in
service to others, and be transformed?”
and “In a generation of consumerism in
which “fake-real” is working, don’t we
want to very simply respond: “Most
people can see through that when it
comes to their spiritual lives… so, let’s
be real with one another, not fake-real!”?

We have learned from studying Chris-
tian apostolic writing that Jesus knew
and could read people very well. We
can also learn that you are most authen-
tic, not when you acknowledge how
fake you really are, but, rather, when
you come to realize how loved you
really are!

Friends, I think the business consult-
ants have it right… people want the real
thing, not synthetic authenticity… but
something authentic… we want our
experience of God within a faith com-
munity to elevate us. If you believe the
world is hungry for love, give them the
real thing… love them. Let’s agree to
meet head on these “toxic levels of in-
authenticity,” not with what is fake-
real… but what is pure and transform-
ing: loving others in God’s name!

Today you are at-your-best-authen-
tic when you acknowledge how deeply
and completely loved you are by God,
and return that love in every way you
can. Eugene Peterson, author of “The
Message: The Bible in Contemporary
Language,” translates Romans 12:9 this
way… “Love from the center of who
you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life
from evil; hold on for dear life to good.
Be good friends who love deeply…”

* * * * * * *

Reverend Carll is senior pastor at
the First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.
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– Obituaries –
Mildred Neylon, 86, Retired Teacher;
Active In Programs to Help Others

Mildred M. Neylon

Mildred M. Neylon, 86, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, February
19, at Greenbrook Manor Nursing
Home in Green Brook.

Born in Plainfield, she
had lived there before
moving to Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Neylon was a
graduate of Jersey City
Teacher’s College and
had taught at School One
in Scotch Plains for 32
years prior to retiring in
1985.

An active member of
the Grace Episcopal
Church in Plainfield, Mrs. Neylon
served as head usher and volun-
teered at Grace’s Kitchen. She was
a member of Episcopal Church
Women and served as president and
treasurer of Grace Church ECW.

Additionally, Mrs. Neylon served
on the board of trustees of the United
Way of Union County; as secretary
of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, and as treasurer of
the Older Women’s League. She
also was a volunteer with the Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless and
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County.

She was predeceased by her son,
Robert L. Neylon, Jr., in 2001; her
grandson, David Blix, in 1985, and

by her sister, Evelyn Erber,
in 1991.

Surviving are her daugh-
ter, Barbara Blix; her sis-
ter, Mae Doughty; her
brother, James McLean;
four grandchildren,
Michael, Peter and Denise
Blix and Paul Neylon, and
two great-grandchildren,
David Carl Beckwith and
Justin Neylon.

Services were held on
Monday, February 23, at the Grace
Episcopal Church in Plainfield. In-
terment followed at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Grace Episcopal Church,
Book of Golden Memories, 600
Cleveland Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07060. For additional information
or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

D.K.

Ray A. Elmendorf, 83, MIT Graduate;
Retired Exxon Engineering Associate

Ray A. Elmendorf, 83, passed
away on Sunday, February 22, at his
residence in Fanwood.

Born in Kingston, N.Y. on May
28, 1925, he had resided in Eliza-
beth and Scotch Plains before mov-
ing to Fanwood in 1960.

Mr. Elmendorf received a degree in
mechanical engineering from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy. Prior to retiring in 1985, he was
an engineering associate with Exxon
Chemical Company in Linden for 38
years.

He was a member of the Exxon
retirees’ club and also an usher and
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield for more than
50 years.

He served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

Mr. Elmendorf enjoyed bowling,
camping, golfing and gardening.

Surviving are his loving wife,
Pamala (Goodwill) Elmendorf, and
his children, Thomas D., Sheryl
Laliberte and Rayna Elmendorf. He
also will be deeply missed by his
six grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, February

26, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Arrangements are under the di-

rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations in his memory
may be made to the music program at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Johann ‘Bob’ Beller, 89, Family Man;
Was Longtime Pump Design Engineer
Johann “Bob” Beller, 89, of

Fanwood died peacefully on Sunday,
February 22.

Born in Germany, he immigrated
to the United States in 1922. He had
lived in Newark and Union before
moving to Fanwood in 1955.

Mr. Beller was a pump design engi-
neer for Lecourtenay Co. and Goulds
Pumps, Inc. for 46 years.

He served in the European theater
with the United States Army during
World War II and in the postwar pe-
riod with the New Jersey National
Guard. Mr. Beller graduated from the
Army Command and Staff College at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan. and retired
as a lieutenant colonel.

Surviving are his wife of 65 years,
Angelina (née Pallante); a son, Rob-
ert, his wife, Maureen, and their chil-
dren, Jonathan and Alison, of Morris
Plains; his grandson Christopher
Heacock, and his grandson Scott
Heacock, his wife, Donna, and their
children, Morgan and Michael. Also
surviving is his sister, Helen Ruff of

Union.
Mr. Beller’s daughter, Marlene

Heacock, predeceased him in 2002.
His sister, Sophie Stollenwerk of Egg
Harbor Township, died in 2003.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 25, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Entombment took
place at Hollywood Memorial Park
in Union.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made in his
memory to a favorite charity, to At-
lantic Home Care and Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041
or to the Carol Simon Cancer Center
at Morristown Memorial Hospital,
100 Madison Avenue, Morristown,
N.J. 07960.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Gardening Program Series
On Tap at Local Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has sched-
uled a series of events geared to-
wards both experienced and novice
gardeners. All programs will run
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

On March 3, Stephen Schoeman,
a Master Gardener with Union
County Cooperative Extension, will
speak about houseplants – how to
choose them, nurture them and keep
them thriving. He will answer ques-
tions from the audience and address
many frequently voiced concerns.

Additionally, Parker Gardens will
present three programs at the li-
brary. On April 28, “Curb Appeal
for the Weekend Gardener” will be
the featured presentation. A repre-
sentative will highlight multiple
projects that can be undertaken and
completed within a weekend.

On May 19, a representative will

speak about “Gardening to Attract
Winged Creatures,” including but-
terflies and birds.

The series will conclude on June
9 with a Parker Gardens presenta-
tion on vegetable gardening. Old
favorites and new varieties will be
shown and discussed.

These programs are free and open
to all interested participants. Pre-
registration is recommended. For
further information, to register or to
get directions, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Optimists Request Nominees
For Youth Volunteer Award
WESTFIELD – For the 13th con-

secutive year, the Optimist Club of
Westfield is seeking nominations
for its annual Karyn Oros Youth
Volunteer Award. This award is
given to a Westfield resident who is
a junior or senior in high school and
who has distinguished himself or
herself through volunteer service in
the community.

“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principles of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is
pleased to recognize young men
and women who have embraced
these values at an early age,” said
Youth Volunteer Award Co-Chair-
person Trudy Silverman.

The award includes a cash grant
and, if the winner is a Westfield
High School student, will be pre-
sented at the “Awards Night” cer-
emony at the high school on Thurs-
day, May 28.

Anyone wishing to nominate a
student for the Youth Volunteer
Award is asked to contact Trudy

Silverman at (908) 654-0825 or
trudysilverman@verizon.net for a
nomination form. The deadline to
submit nomination forms is Friday,
March 27.

Founded in 1989, the Optimist
Club of Westfield is a not-for-profit,
community service organization. Its
mission is to enhance the overall
quality of life in Westfield by devel-
oping, initiating and maintaining
projects and programs that prima-
rily benefit the youth and families
of the community.

The club works closely with the
schools, public agencies and other
civic-minded organizations in
Westfield to support other endeav-
ors that are in concert with its pri-
mary objectives.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
meets monthly at Ferraro’s Restau-
rant of Westfield and encourages
like-minded men and women to at-
tend. For more information, call
Membership Chairman Mike Walsh
at (908) 654-3144.

Paul D. Jackson, 47, ’79 WHS Alumnus;
Dedicated Advocate for Disadvantaged
Paul David Jackson, 47, of

Westfield died on Sunday, February
22, 2009, at the Center For Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains after a long
illness.

Paul was born on March 12, 1961
in Elizabeth and soon after moved to
Westfield. After graduating from
Westfield High School in 1979, he
attended Bloomfield College and
Rutgers University.

He was president of the Paul Jack-
son Fund, a non-profit foundation
that assisted individuals and families
facing a financial crisis due to cata-
strophic illness or disability. Since its
founding, hundreds of families in the
metropolitan area have been provided
assistance. The fund was originally
established by Paul’s friends to aid
Paul in his rehabilitation after spinal
cord surgery in 1989.

A lifelong volunteer and advocate
for the disadvantaged, Paul volun-
teered while in high school at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside. As an adult, he coached
Little League football in Westfield
and spent several summers as a coun-
selor at Camp Happy Days, a camp
for children with cancer.

In 1991, Paul trained for and com-
pleted the New York City Marathon,
Disability section.

Paul is survived by his loving par-
ents, Barbara and Thomas Jackson,
Sr.; his devoted siblings, Thomas
Jackson, Jr. and his wife, Wendy Hill,
Mark Jackson and his wife, Lynn
Phillips, Mary Jackson and her hus-
band, Stephen Deduck, Eileen Jack-
son and her partner, Nancy Lizza,
Michael Jackson, David Jackson and
his wife, Megan, and Jennifer Jack-

son, and his adoring nieces and neph-
ews, Alexander, Natalie and Stephen
Thomas Deduck; Rebecca, Samantha
and Dylan Jackson; Lauren Phillips-
Jackson and Maisie Jackson.

Funeral services will be held on
Saturday, February 28, at 10 a.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
February 27, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that contributions be made
to a charity of one’s choice.
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Mr. Butts to Continue Saga
Of the Broadway Musical

Robert Butts

FANWOOD – Conductor and
lecturer Robert W. Butts will return to
the Fanwood Memorial Library on
Tuesday, March 3, at 7 p.m. for the
second part of his
program “From
Shakespeare to
Sunset Boulevard:
The Story of the
B r o a d w a y
Musical.”

Mr. Butts will
continue to trace the
history of the Broad-
way musical from
its humble begin-
nings as plays that included songs to
full-blown productions, complete
with lyricists, composers and per-
formers who brought spirit and vital-
ity to the stage in the last century.

The Broadway show emerged at the
beginning of the 20th century and de-
veloped fully during a Golden Age of
theatrical music led by the creative
personalities of Rodgers, Hammerstein,
Lerner, Loewe, Kern, Porter, Gershwin,
Bernstein, Webber and Sondheim. To-
day the Broadway musical remains one
of the world’s most popular musical
formats.

Mr. Butts’ program will pick up in
the 1950s as a continuation of last
year’s well-attended program. His
extensive knowledge spans not only

musicals, but
also opera,
chamber and
s y m p h o n i c
music, and he
has toured all
over the world.
For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
v i s i t
robertbutts.com.

The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
sponsor this program. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information and to
reserve a space, call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

www.goleader.com

Leslie Thompson, 55
Leslie Thompson, 55, died on Sat-

urday, February 21, at his home in
Westfield.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, he was
a longtime resident of Westfield.

Mr. Thompson was the property
manager at Westfield Manor Apart-
ments.

Surviving are his wife, Jean Mary
Thompson; his mother, Dorothy; his
son, John; three daughters, Cindy
Bateman, Kelly and Kerry Thompson;
three brothers, Steven, Matthew and
Martin; three sisters, Maria, Dorothy
and Charlotte, and five grandchildren.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 25, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Cremation was
private.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Church Offers Series
Of Soup and Devotions

FANWOOD – A Lenten series of
Soup and Devotion will be held each
Wednesday through Lent, starting
on March 4 and continuing through
April 1 at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at Martine and
LaGrande Avenues. These events will
consist of a light dinner of home-
made soup and bread at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a short devotional pro-
gram in the dining room at 7 p.m.

The theme for these devotions will
be “The Lord is my Shepherd – Lenten
reflections on the 23rd Psalm.” Four
area ministers and two candidates for
ministry will speak on the various
aspects of this famous psalm.

Katherine Mustaro, a recent semi-
nary graduate, will lead the devotion on
March 4. The other participating lead-
ers are the Reverend Rob Martin, the
Reverend Gary Wetzel, Donald Wahlig
and the Reverend John Howard.

Regular Sunday services will be
held at 10 a.m., with Sunday school
for children at 10:20 a.m. The public
is welcome to all of these events. For
further information about these events
or directions to the church, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

Rotary Scholarship
Forms Due Tuesday

WESTFIELD – The final deadline
for submission of applications to the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation
Scholarship Committee is Tuesday,
March 3. Westfield residents who are
graduating seniors from public or pri-
vate high schools are eligible to apply.

According to Committee Chairman
Liz Ensslin, the criteria for consider-
ation includes academic achievement,
demonstrated financial need and com-
munity service. “The Rotary motto is
‘Service Above Self.’ Therefore, the
service aspect of each applicant’s
résumé is particularly important to
the committee,” she said.

Students may apply for a Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation scholarship
by contacting their guidance counselor
to obtain the appropriate forms and
instructions or by contacting Mrs.
Ensslin directly at eensslin@verizon.net
or (908) 272-8090.

Tricky Tray to Raise
Funds For OPCA Cure

KENILWORTH – A Tricky Tray
fundraiser will be held on Thursday,
March 12, to support a cure for
Olivopontocerebellar Atrophy
(OPCA) through the National Ataxia
Foundation. The event will be held
from 6 to 10 p.m. at Boulevard Five
72, 572 Boulevard in Kenilworth. The
$30 cost includes a buffet dinner and
cash bar. Interested persons may con-
tact Bethanie Wright at (908) 931-
0728 or e-mail Wrightlife@aol.com.

SEWN WITH LOVE…Fanwood Presbyterian Church “Needle Nite” partici-
pants admire one of the many quilts to be given to Children’s Specialized
Hospital. The next “Needle Nite” session will take place on Friday, March 6, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue in Fanwood. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Jean Fraser and Nancy Bassman of Scotch Plains and Betsy
Holderride and Kris Adams of Fanwood.

Book Sale Items Collection
To Conclude This Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library are
asking area residents to donate used
books and audio-visual materials, and/
or to volunteer a few hours to help with
their used book sale to be held in
March. Friends volunteers will be on
hand this Saturday, February 28, to
help patrons unload their cartons and
bags of books. The collection will end
on Sunday, March 1.

Donations need to be in good, re-
salable condition. The Friends are
seeking fiction, non-fiction, children’s
books, how-to books and cookbooks,
among other genres. Lightly used
CDs, DVDs and books-on-tape also
are sought, particularly items that are
of interest to children. The library
will not accept sets of encyclopedias,
Reader’s Digest condensed books,
old textbooks or books that have been

damaged, water-soaked or otherwise
are not in good condition. In addition,
cassettes and VHS tapes will not be
accepted or offered this year.

A separate children’s book sale will
be held on Saturday and Sunday,
March 14 and 15. The regular book
sale will take place Thursday through
Saturday, March 19 to 21, with a
preview night for “Friends” members
only on Wednesday, March 18, from
6 to 8 p.m. The regular sale hours will
be 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 19, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 20 and 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on March 21. Sale proceeds
will support ongoing library programs
and are used to purchase items for the
library.

Interested volunteers may sign up
at the circulation desk at the library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue in
Scotch Plains, or call (908) 322-5007.
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Honor Roll
Park Middle School

Second Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains and
Principal Lisa Rebimbas announced
the school’s second marking period
honor roll.

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Andrew Barcia, Mrudhula Baskaran, Jacob
Beckerman, Samantha Bordman, Kayla Brady,
Morgan Bransky, Olivia Brown, Bryan Buchanan,
Shannon Burns, Jamie Bush, Rachel Butler,
Melissa Calabria, Corina Checchio, Andrew
Ciccarino, Jodie Cornwell, Arianna Correa-
Gomez, Justin Cryer, Roland Crystal, Mallory
Cunningham, Thomas Cunningham, Natalie
Daniele, Connor Danik, Nicholas D’Apuzzo,
Sophia Davidov, Steven Davies, Christopher
Decker, Ariana Donaldson, Alexandra Duke,
Nina-Simone Edwards, Daniel Farrell, Daniel
Federico, Emily Fidlow, Alexandra Gale, Sophie
Giuliani, Hannah Glock, Matthew Goetz, Daniel
Harcourt, Robert Harrington, Jeffrey Hasiak,
Shivanee Hendre, Timothy Hesson, William
Hochman, Elizabeth Hom, Brian Howard, Abigail
Jenkinson, Helen Johns, Joshua Kamath, Amanda
Karacsony, Kaitlyn Killeen, Elizabeth Lamorte
Wright, Michael Lee, David Leong, Zachary
Lipshitz, Lauren Lockfeld, Evelyn Logie, Alyssa
Lopez, Jessica Luong, Letizia Macchini, Rigel
Madraswalla, Alyson McGrath, Ryan McSherry,
Josh Mineo, Alexander Mirabella, Maya
Mitterhoff, Anita Mo, John Musso, Nicole Nilsen,
Grace O’Brien, Kelsey O’Connor, Benjamin
Pacaja, Kalen Pagano, Alan Payne, Keenan Por-
ter, John Quigley, Isabel Quinones, Megan
Rickmers, Jeffrey Rodgers, Khansinee
Ruangsirin, Danielle Scheu, Shannon Shaw, John
Sheehy, Christopher Sheil, Steven Skubish,
Cameron Smith, Peter Spiridigliozzi, Elisa
Staniec, William Stoll, Amanda Suhovsky, Philip
Tice, Andrew Tomasulo, Megan Tsipas, David
Valian, Paige Vanbuskirk, Phoebe Wahby, Ethan
Yoo, Lina Zikas

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Carl Acito, Nakaiah Adams, Kayla Allen,
Bruce Arthur, Nicole Baldani, Tori Baliatico,
Brianna Bardwil, Ross Baron, Kimberly Barros,
James Beirne, Colin Brett, Taylor Brown, John
Bruckman, Megan Burke, Drew Cappiccille,
Diamond Carrington, Jazmyn Carrington, Kedar
Carrington, Brianna Cepparulo, Allyson Cerini,
Abraham Cho, Stephen Crawford, Christopher
Debellis, John Del Sordi, Dustin Demarsico,
Tyler Dencker, Elisabeth Duke, Thabitha
Dwumfour, Sean Esbrandt, Jahtiana Foote, Chris-
tian Germano, Stephen Handy, Tyler Hubbert,
Danielle Hurtado, Matthew Irslinger, Christian
Isolda, Ashley Jackson, Caroline Janssen, Briana
Johnson, Pierce Johnston, Marissa Lamastra,
Patrick Lay, Raquel Lewis, Jeffrey Lieblich,
Sasha Lofton, Emily London, Michaela Lowe,
Pietro Maioriello, Grace Makowski, Eric Manfra,
Hannah Matysek, William McDuffie, Christo-
pher McMahon, Gabriel Migliore, Dylan Miksis,
Ashley Muirhead, Christine Nocum, Luke
Novack, Brian Palhares, Anthony Pares, Ashish
Patel, Brianna Peterson, Matthew Perper, Todd
Reddington, Dagner Rivero, Laura Roessle, Alec
Rola-Zarzor, Gianna Rosello, Jason Rosen, Todd
Ryan, Anthony Savoca, Jeremy Scialdoni, Marcus
Shaw, Kola Shomade, Katarzyna Sierant, Am-
ber Simmons, Connor Smith, Thomas Smyth,
Garrett Szeto, Raina Tellado, Hallie Traiman,
John Walling, Erica Waltsak, Christopher
Wasieczko, Kobe White, Brittany Young, Jerry
Zhu, Abbigail Ziobro

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Samuel Bebout, Saimukeshv Bhupatiraju,
Christopher Bubnov, Kathryn Bumiller, Kelsey
Coupe, Tessa DeMaria, Christina Fasolas, Sarah
Fischmann, Victoria Germano, Leighton Heisey,
Eric Hogan, Luke Horgan, Paras Jha, Ryan
Kalkstein, Bridget Kelly, Lauren Kilcullen, Aus-
tin Kwinta, Yi Lin, Amanda Mach, Emily
Margulies, Ross Mulcahy, Heather Mullen, Casey
Murphy, Elizabeth Nardone, Emilia O’Leary,
Olivia Paladino, Brendan Pierce, Stephanie Plant,
James Schetelich, Emma Sherry, Tajah Will-
iams, Noga Zaborowski, Eve Zhurbinskiy, Arielle
Zuaro

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Nathan Abdy, Nada Amer, Michael Auda,

Kayla Ausbon, Lucio Avelar, Joseph Bonaccorso,
Brennan Brady, Grant Brown, Sara Calabrese,
Anna Close, Connor Coll, Mary Coloney, Nicole
Conti, Caroline Culp, Liam Cummings, Kathryn
Cunningham, Jonathon Dawson, Dariana De
Vore, Nicholas DeBellis, Andrew DeBiasse, Ryan
DePaul, Michael DiNizo, Josie Dunning, Sean
Duthie, Zachary Erickson, Benjamin Evans,
Michael Gentile, Vikrant Ghate, Devin Glover,
Alexander Guzzo, Julie Haggan, Emma Hannis-
Trowbridge, Melissa Harris, Scott Hasiak,
Michele Hom, Nicole Horn, Peter Hsiao, Justin
Hudak, Nicole Johnson, Conor Kelly, Matthew
Klingebiel, Jillian Lindenberg, Michael Lockatell,
Tatiyana Lofton, Jennifer Lynch, Thomas Madan,
Jasson Mazzetti, Shannon McConnell, Laura
McGovern, Matthew McGowan, Lauren
McMorrow, Andrea McNeely, Jennifer Mintz,
Jacob Monzella, Taylor Moon, Amy Jo Nicastro,
Ryan Nival, Anthony Nizzardo, Christina
O’Connor, Matthew Owens, Amy Palumbo,
Adam Piekutowski, Angela Rastelli, Michelle
Rinaldo, Darek Rolo-Zarzor, Hannah Rosado,
Caroline Ross, Brian Rubin, Kelly Ruggieri,
Matthew Sass, Rachel Schack, Natasha Segulin,
Andrew Shanker, Eugene Siskoske, Lauren
Suriano, Ashley Taillon, Eric Tannenbaum,
Charles Taylor, Daniel Van Brunt, Jaclyn Villane,
Andrew Voysest, Ian Walker, Devora Ward,
Andrew Warne, Kathryn Zawodniak

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Brian Burns, Christopher Ciccarino, An-
drew Citera, John Cunningham, Nicholas
Demmel, Colleen Farrell, Danielle Karacsony,
Christie Leist, Olivia Nelson, Savvas Petridis,
Amanda Raphael, Elise Ringel, Zoe-Nicole
Stein, Taylor Swaak, Aidan Ziobro

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Stephanie Araneo, Maija Barnes, Robert

Barone, Vincenzo Bianco, Emily Boruch, Adam
Bransky, Abigail Bridge, Kaitlyn Budis, Will-
iam Castore, Michael Colineri, Matthew Debiasse,
Joshua Eisen, Alicia Fung-A-Fat, Justin Glock,
Haley Goeller, Lia Gordon, Hannah Greaney,
Jessica Howard, Christina Jackson, Rebecca
Jenkins, James Kaiser, Sonali Kamath, Emily
Koprowski, Madeline Krema, Nicole Lamastra,
David Leavitt, Elsa Leistikow, Caroline Lesce,
Tyler Martin, Grace McAlindin, Danielle
McDuffie, Melissa McQuoid, Kelsey Meisch,
Jonathan Miksis, Tessa Mitterhoff, Aurora
Morton, Tara Palkoski, Carly Redfield, Lyndsay
Reed, Samantha Renfree, Bridget Reynolds, Anna
Rivero, John Roberts, Kathryn Rodriguez, Dylan
Sands, Monique Santos, Alexander Segulin,
Merhan Shams, Kimberly Shaw, Taylor Smith,
Christopher Stanton, Tara Sweeney, Jo Venice
Uriarte, Mary Vannatta, Jessica Zhang

Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Celebrates Service

MOUNTAINSIDE – The students
of Holy Trinity Interparochial School
(HTIS) in Mountainside worked with
their families, the Our Lady of
Lourdes parishioners and the HTIS-
Westfield fourth graders to collect
personal care items for the veterans
residing at the VA New Jersey Health
Care System-Lyons Campus.

The students responded to the 2009
Catholic Schools Week theme of the
celebration of service by choosing to
serve those who serve the country.

After watching the inauguration and
hearing President Barack Obama’s
call to service, the students took home

the wish list from the veterans at the
Lyons Campus; then, each kindergar-
ten and preschool child at the HTIS
Mountainside Campus brought in a
bag of personal care items for the
veterans during Catholic Schools
Week.

Items were also collected at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church and at the
Westfield campus of HTIS. The
Westfield Trader Joe’s Store donated
bags and food items to the collection.
The kindergarten and preschool stu-
dents at the HTIS Mountainside cam-
pus then worked with the Our Lady of
Lourdes Rosary Society and the HTIS
fourth graders to assemble personal
gift bags for the veterans.

More than 200 bags were assembled
and delivered to Lyons.

CALL TO SERVICE...Holy Trinity of
Mountainside celebrates services as it
collected personal care items for veter-
ans at Lyons Campus.

WHY NOT SMILE? Westfield orthodontist Dr. Scott Gersch visits fourth
graders during an early February celebration of Children’s Dental Health Month
(NCDHM), a month-long celebration sponsored by the American Dental Associa-
tion to promote dental education and awareness for all children.
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COMMANDERS IN CHIEF…Franklin School recently “inaugurated” all of its
third grade students on January 20. Each student compiled a guest list, scheduled
a full day of events (befitting a 9- or 10 year-old president), recited the Oath of
Office and delivered a creative inaugural speech about the issues facing America
today. Afterwards, the new “presidents” all danced at an Inaugural Ball held in
their honor in the Franklin gymnasium. Pictured are students in Louise Loffredo’s
class after their swearing-in ceremony.

National Children’s
Dental Month Kicks Off

WESTFIELD — February is na-
tional Children’s Dental Health
Month (NCDHM), a month-long cel-
ebration sponsored by the American
Dental Association to promote dental
education and awareness for all chil-
dren.

The annual celebration focuses on
oral hygiene care, nutritional con-
cerns, prevention and the importance
of regular dental visits.

“By helping children develop a
positive attitude and healthy habits,
we will provide the tools they need to
maintain good oral health throughout
their lives and to keep their smiles
healthy and beautiful,” Dr. Scott
Gersch of Westfield said.

In observance of NCDHM, Dr.
Gersch, and his dental team from
Gersch Orthodontics, is visiting a
number of local elementary schools
in order to speak to grades 1 to 4 on
dental health and maintaining a beau-
tiful smile.

For more information, or to sched-
ule Dr. Gersch, contact Gersch Orth-
odontics at (908) 233-8668.

Cranford Students
Given ‘Bear’ Minimum

CRANFORD – As part of Cranford
Public School’s special programs,
Michelle Ruggiero of New Jersey’s
Division of Fish and Wildlife recently
treated students at Walnut and Lin-
coln Avenue Schools to free “Know
the Bear Facts” assemblies.

Each assembly covered the natural
history and biology of the black bear
— the Garden State’s largest land
mammal — as well as the current
methods employed to research them.
Since black bears are found state-
wide, the program also provided prac-
tical information about coexisting
with bears and tips on how to react if
one encounters a black bear.

The 1.5-hour presentation was also
interactive: students had the opportu-
nity to crawl into a bear den, playact
how to scare off a potentially threat-
ening bear and interact with a host of
bear artifacts, including a very life-
like (though deceased) baby bear.

For more information on “Know
the Bear Facts,” visit:
njfishandwildlife.com/bearprog.htm.

THE BEAR NECESSITIES…Michelle
Ruggiero of New Jersey’s Division of
Fish and Wildlife visits with students at
Walnut Avenue School.

SP-F District to Host
Parent Discussion Group

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to a parent discussion group
based on the book “Reading Magic”
by Mem Fox.

District reading recovery teachers
will lead a discussion group on the
importance of reading aloud to chil-
dren. The meeting will be held at 7
p.m. on Thursday, March 5, in the
media center of Brunner Elementary
School, located at 721 Westfield Road
in Scotch Plains.

To register for the discussion group,
call Karen Stone at (908) 889-8600,
extension 302, or via e-mail at
kstone@spfk12.org.

Attendees must read the book prior
to the meeting and be prepared to
discuss. The book can be borrowed if
needed and returned the evening of
the meeting.

SP-F Student Writers
Can Apply for Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
High school seniors wishing to apply
for Adele deLeeuw Scholarships
should obtain applications now from
their school guidance office. The
scholarships range from $1,000 to
$5,000.

The deadline for submission of
applications is March 11. Previous
winners already in college are also
eligible to apply. They must submit
complete official transcripts of col-
lege grades with new applications.

This is the 14th year the scholar-
ships have been offered. To date, the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship, which
is a fund of the Plainfield Foundation,
has awarded more than $800,000.
The awards are made in accordance
with the terms of a bequest from Ms.
deLeeuw, author of 75 books, jour-
nalist and arts activist.

The Plainfleid Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by Michael
Townisy, acts as selector for the schol-
arships. Five area Rotary Clubs assist
in the process. Only students from
high schools in Scotch Plains,
Plainfield, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung and
Edison are eligible.

Location of high school, not
student’s residence, is the qualifying
factor. The student must also be ac-
cepted by an accredited college or
university.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, engineering, writing, journalism

or poetry. They must demonstrate the
scholastic aptitude and interest to
pursue study in. one of these speci-
fied areas. They must also prove fi-
nancial need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain the
necessary application form. Questions
may be directed to Sally Young, schol-
arship administrator, at (732) 381-6269.

WF Student Makes
Minnesota Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Thomas O’Brien

of Westfield made the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities campus 2008
fall semester dean’s list.

All students on the list achieved a
grade point average of 3.66 or higher
while taking 12 or more credits.
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You Don’t Snooze, You Lose

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The careless banging of exhausted teens
into one another as they trudge through the
hallways like lifeless zombies. The pallid
faces and tired eyes framed in ailing brown
hues. The coughing, sneezing, and yawning
that merge together to flood each classroom
with sickly symphonies. The heads falling
down upon desks.

The thunderous voices of enraged teach-
ers yelling “wake up,” both a two worded
phrase and complete antithesis of what WHS
students should actually be doing during
this short, yet fatal month.

Sleep is likely one of life’s many trea-
sures that is often taken for granted by
teenagers. On weekends and during the
blissful summer months, we spend nine to
12 hours catching an abundance of z’s as the
word “fatigue” becomes just as foreign to us
as those Spanish verb conjugations we once
learned.

Emerging from this much-needed rest
are bursts of energy, relief and happiness.
Such merriment enables us to thoroughly
accomplish tasks without our train of thought
being interrupted by cravings for a soft
pillow and tempur-pedic mattress, a com-
mon trend that arises each year as we serve
our 10-month terms of imprisonment be-
hind desks.

According to mayoclinic.com, “most
teens need about nine hours of sleep a night
to maintain optimal daytime alertness, but
more than 25 percent of teens report sleep-
ing only 6.5 hours a night or less. Sleepy
teens who get behind the wheel may cause
serious — even deadly — accidents.”

If a university were to conduct a study on
sleep depravation, the appearances and atti-
tudes of current WHS students would easily
serve as physical proof to how immensely
the lack of sleep affects 14- to 18-year-old
males and females.

For instance, this morning, being a Fri-
day, I was unable to attend my first period

class. After four straight mornings in a row
of waking up at the dreadful hour of 6:25
a.m., abiding by such a draining routine a
fifth time was out of the question.

No matter how comical it may have been
to flick on channel four and watch how
perky those newscasters were before the
sun had even risen, I just could not do it. And
I’m not even an athlete.

For the more sports-savvy crowd at WHS,
our seven-hour, 17-minute day is even
more debilitating. Said cross-country run-
ner and junior Samantha Kaufman, “not
getting enough sleep slows me down. I
usually get five hours of sleep every night.
After a long day at school, I go to cross-
country, and being rundown isn’t good; my
body just doesn’t want to move. When I go
to my job, not getting enough sleep dampens
my mood, and that can affect me and others
around me. My focus in school when I am
tired is poor.”

Inadequate dosages of sleep also “make
it difficult [for teens] to concentrate and
learn, or even stay awake in class,” ac-
cording to mayoclinic.com. Yesterday
was not the first time one of my fellow
peers surrendered to the heaviness of their
eyelids and was henceforth scolded for
not paying attention.

Just last week, I recorded a total of
three students having been yelled at for
falling asleep in class during the course of
my nine-period day.

In recent reports by the National Sleep
Foundation and several university re-
search centers, “Teenagers are wired to
be sleepier in the morning – their levels of
melatonin, a sleep-promoting hormone,
don’t fall until at least 8 a.m.”

The fact that the WHS day commences
at 7:30 a.m. makes it impossible for stu-
dents to retain information during first
and second period.

I learned this the hard way: I was hit in
the head with numerous volleyballs dur-
ing first period gym class because of my
spacing out, and during second period
English, the grip of my tired hand around
my pen is so wobbly that I can barely
write legible notes (this was not helpful
when it came time to study for midterms).

Not only does the epidemic of fatigue
sculpt groggy, irritable teenagers, but it
also sufficiently weakens the immune sys-
tem. Said Christine Bentall, coordinator
for the sleep lab at Condell Medical Center
in Libertyville, Ill., “lack of sleep affects
the immune system. This increases sus-
ceptibility for cold, flu and other viruses.”

William Shakespeare’s famous “beware
the ides of March” quote should be revised
to “beware the ides of February” and posted
on a flyer to warn WHS students that this
is the prime time to catch a tragic virus,
especially since our immune systems bear
no symbolic armor with which to fight
back. Thanks a lot, poor sleeping patterns.

The ideal solution to this tiresome prob-
lem would be to swap the school hours of
WHS with those of elementary schools,
which run from 8:40 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.

Smaller children willingly wake up
and are raring to go at about 6 a.m. prac-
tically every day of the week, including
weekends, when the best early morning
cartoons are on TV. This buoyant el-
ementary school crowd would not view
class starting at 7:30 a.m. as being equiva-
lent to the end of the world like the rest of
us sleep-hungry high-schoolers.

Luckily for me, because I have a first
period elective, I am granted one off day,
during which I can “sleep in” until 7:30
a.m. Though my alarm clock screams at
me only one hour later than usual, that one
hour makes a world of difference in my
ability to feel somewhat revitalized.

I find myself waiting all week for this
beloved off day because it enables me to
wake up to light, both literally (sunlight)
and figuratively (a brighter mind).

Alexa Zepka is a junior at WHS.

SP-F Superintendent
Holds Evening Coffee
SCOTCH PLAINS – There will

be a coffee with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Hayes, on Mon-
day, March 9.

The event will take place at 7:30
p.m. in the media center of Terrill
Middle School on Terrill Road in
Scotch Plains. All are welcome.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs
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BARNES WINS O.W. AWARD, 3RD TITLE; FERRARA GETS NO. 100, 152-LB TITLE

Blue Devil Matmen Win First District 11
Crown Since 1994, Raiders Place Fourth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifteen years after winning its last
district title, the Westfield High
School wrestling team claimed three
individual champions and advanced
11 matmen to the Region 3 Tourna-
ment to claim the District 11 crown in
Westfield on February 21. The Blue
Devils presented eight wrestlers in
the finals and amassed 173 team

points, ahead of the Cranford Cou-
gars with 140.5, the Rahway Indians
with 133 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
with 93.5.

The Cougars claimed four individual
champs – Joe Giaccio (112 – 2nd
title), Kyle Markovich (119 – 2nd title),
Connor Leahy (171) and heavyweight
Joe Brady, as did the Indians – Octavio
Bent (140 – 2nd title), Diego Chavez
(145), Caleb Taylor (160) and Urayoan
Garcia (215).

Blue Devil senior John Barnes won
his third district title and the Out-
standing Wrestler Award with a 19-3,
4:00, technical fall over Raider Wesley
Morrison at 130-lbs. Barnes, who won
the 119-lb title his sophomore year
and the 125-lb crown his junior year,
tallied four takedowns, including a
pair of barrel rolls that put Morrison
on his back – one nearfall was worth
four points due to blood injury.

“I’m trying to keep doing what I’ve
been doing. Not changing anything!
It’s feels great to get this third district
title my senior year and try to keep it
going all the way up to states,” Barnes
said.

Earlier, Barnes pinned James

Stewart of Newark Central (NC) in
1:38 then used a wrist, arm bar to settle
Carl Holley of Linden (L) in 2:54 in
the 130-lb semis. Morrison wrestled
two of his best bouts ever to advance to
the finals. First, he exercised his sense
of positioning to pin Rahway’s (R)
Alex Hamwi in 2:15, then he pulled a
slick arm drag and added a nearfall to
defeat D’Ondre Floyd of Elizabeth
(E), 5-0, in the semis.

“We have been practicing harder
than ever on our moves, Mike
(Ferrara) and I in the room just going
at each other,” Morrison said. “I’m
excited!”

The two biggest upsets of the after-
noon came at the expense of Raiders,
who were both returning district
champs. First, top-seeded Tristan
Bundy was stunned by Markovich, 9-
4, in the 119-lb semis, then top-seeded
Mike Ridge was out-hustled, 6-5, by
Blue Devil Brian Henry at 145-lbs.
when he escaped and followed up
with a takedown in the semis. Earlier,
Henry pinned George Travinsky (E)
in 2:39 with a headlock.

“I’m so overwhelmed! I knew I had
to outwork him. I had to keep going at
him,” Henry said of his bout with
Ridge.

Henry lost his bid for the title with
a 10-0 loss to Chavez. Bundy quickly
recovered to place third with a 2:27,
injury default win over Danny Rivera
(L) and Ridge regrouped to take third
with a 12-9 win over Cougar JP
Christiano.

Top-seeded at 152-lbs, Raider Mike
Ferrara used a grapevine, head clamp
to pin Shabazz’s (MX) Sean Brandon
in 2:46. After witnessing two of his
teammates being upset in the semis,
he had no intension of letting that
happen to him. Ferrara chalked up
five takedowns, a reversal and a three-
point tilt to seize a 19-3, 4:55 tech fall
over Travis Foster (L) in the semis.

“It definitely made me aware. Both
those guys, including myself, were
top-seeded. It proved to me that you

DeLaFUENTE, LEMBERG WIN TWO EVENTS APIECE

Blue Devil Swim Girls Defeat
BrH2O for Sectional Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a down-to-the-wire meet with
No. 1 Immaculate Heart Academy on
January 23, the Westfield High School
girls swim team has been sizzling in
the water. The Blue Devils’ hot streak
continued with a 98-72 victory over
No. 3 Montgomery in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Public A semifinals on
February 17 and, especially, on Feb-
ruary 20 when they iced top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan, 108-62, for the
championship.

“I can’t really say what the change
was with the girls, but starting with our
meet against IHA, there definitely was
one,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Brooke Smith. “I think coming in
people expected big things from us.
We had lost two out of our three top
point scorers but we still had a very
strong sophomore and junior class and
I thought, the potential to be better
than last year. But something just
wasn’t clicking in November and De-
cember and the girls really weren’t
coming together as a team. I don’t
really think it hit home with them until
the M(ount) St. M(ary) meet. Those
girls came in fired up and ready and
they killed us. I think it was after that
the girls realized something needed to
change if they were going to end up in
state finals. And change it did!”

Becky DeLaFuente broke her own
school record in the 100-butterfly,
touching in 58.55, against Montgom-

ery and, although placing second in
the 50-free, Suzanne Lemberg broke
her school record with a time of 51.62.
The two combined with Megan
Kaveney and Lauren Sullivan to set a
school record in the 200-free relay at
1:40.19. DeLaFuente, Maeve
Maloney, Meredith Smith and
Lemberg also won the 400-free relay
in 3:38.54. DeLaFuente also won the
200 Individual Medley in 2:12.26 and
Catherine Maguire won the 100-
breaststroke in 1:00.35.

“We knew Monday’s meet against
Montgomery was going to be tough.
Their first and second swimmers were
faster than ours in a number of events
and they had two out of three faster
relay times. We figured our strength
was going to be in our depth and, for
the most part, it was but we also came
in and swam faster than we previ-
ously had this season,” coach Smith
said. “I think this meet was a big
confidence builder.”

Against Bridgewater-Raritan,
DeLaFuente touched first in the
200IM with a time of 2:13.21 and the
100-fly at 1:00.5. Lemberg touched
first in the 50-free at 24.73 – Kaveney
and Sullivan finished 3-4 with re-
spective times of 25.41 and 25.67 –
and the 100-free at 53.34. Smith
touched first in the 200-free at 1:58.58
followed by Kyle Higgins at 2:01.68.

Maloney pulled off a big win in the
500-free, touching in 5:24.48 and
Maguire finished first in the 100-

breaststroke at 1:09.21. Emily
Budnick, Smith, Loren Ball and
Kaveney won the 200-free relay with
a time of 1:43.23 and DeLaFuente,
Maloney, Smith and Lemberg touched
first in the 400-free relay at 3:40.28.

“Friday just seemed to come to-
gether perfectly for us. On paper, we
thought we would win by 10 or 12,
but with at least one best time in every
event, including splits on the relays,
we ended up winning 108-62. The
girls went in there and did what they
had to do, more than they had to do!

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

camper to counselor

 Gain valuable work and leadership skills while 

OPEN HOUSE

Leader in Training Program

Wednesday, March 11 

7:00 p.m. at the JCC of 

Central New Jersey

For more information, contact Mallory Saks, 

Learn About Camp Yachad’s 

Great Summertime 

Experience for Teens Entering 

9th Grade in September 2009
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LAW STEALS, ASSISTS, REBOUNDS, BREAKS UP PLAYS

Lady Raider B’ballers Crush
ALJ Crusaders in UCT, 48-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Law, Jackie Law that is, established
order and took control when needed
to help the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team crush the A. L. Johnson
Crusaders of Clark, 48-20, in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament in Rahway on
February 19.

The outcome was indeed a turn-
around from their last meeting when
the Crusaders (14-8) came out on top.

“We felt we owed them a little
revenge from the last game. We didn’t
play like ourselves the first time we
played them. We lost by three, I think,”
said Law. “Coming in, we are the

number 1 team and people had expec-
tations of us. We come into the tour-
nament thinking that we are going to
win it. Anything else would be a let-
down. This was another game to get
there. They are a great team and the
scoreboard doesn’t show how hard
we had to beat them.”

From the onset, Law served notice
that she was going to be in charge.
She broke up numerous Crusader
plays, pulled nine rebounds, made
three steals, had four assists and con-
tributed two points.

“She always does! She will guard
anybody. She may not be leading
scorer, she may not be leading
rebounder but she gets key rebounds,
she gets key steals, a lot of assists and

points when we need them. She de-
fends. She breaks up the press. All the
intangible things that don’t necessar-
ily show up in the stats! She does
everything we need her to do. There
isn’t a team in this county that doesn’t
want her on their team,” Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis said.

“It was more about being the
playmaker and defensively I think I
held my own,” Law said.

Point guard Kathryn DeCataldo,
who finished with 13 points and had
three assists, banged in two of her
three 3-pointers in the first quarter
that was won by the Raiders, 18-8.
Laura Degnan (4 assists, 3 rebounds,
steal) netted six of her eight points in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

District 11 Wrestling
Westfield/Elizabeth Basketball

SPF/ALJ Girls Basketball

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Flowing archways, hardwood floors, moldings and French doors craft a magical ambi-
ance that fills this gracious Mountainside Colonial with charm. Traditional details enliven 
the fire lit living room, formal dining room & handsome den. The updated granite ac-
cented kitchen with wet bar, family room with French doors to the patio & lovely sunroom 
welcome everyone. The marvelous master with updated bath & spacious customized walk-
in closet crowns the second floor. There are three more bedrooms, a second updated bath 
and ample closet space. A picturesque yard with brick patio, towering trees, superb land-
scaping and a notable location enhance this enchanting setting. Presented for $1,075,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON HIS THIRD DISTRICT TITLE…Blue Devil senior John Barnes, top, earned his third District 11 title with
a 19-3, technical fall over Raider Wesley Morrison at 130-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH FROM THE OUTSIDE…Point guard Kathryn DeCataldo, No. 22, who finished with 13 points and had
three assists, banged in two of her three 3-pointers in the first quarter that was won by the Raiders, 18-8.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’d Give Anything For
One Last ‘A Series 3-7’

If I could find it, I’m pretty sure the
old picture would still hold up well
today ... even if I haven’t seen it in
probably 20 or more years. It was an
8x10 color shot taken behind
Tamaques School in the fall of 1973.
Pictured are the four captains of the
Steelers, my team in the Westfield
Boys Football League. Steve (Tar)
Bodmer, Mark (Pape) Ciliotta, Jimmy
Tyler and Paul (Action) Jackson.
That’s about as good a group of cap-
tains as a team could have. (If they’d
had any coaching, maybe they
would’ve finished with better than a
5-3 record!)

Five years later they were part of
one of the best football teams in WHS
history, although their record was only
7-2, and they failed to make the state
playoffs. But they did beat all four
teams who did qualify – Elizabeth,
Union, Montclair and Plainfield.

Bodmer was probably the tallest kid
in the league, a two-way end who was
especially tough on defense. Ciliotta
was a fireplug in the middle of both
lines, opening holes on offense, clos-
ing them on defense. Tyler was the
best running back in the league, and
he’d get the ball 30-35 times a game.
And Jackson was the wisecracking
fullback/linebacker, the glue that held
our team together. Paul was also the
third of four Jackson brothers and two
sisters who would star at WHS.

My two running backs/linebackers
were inseparable, and lived less than a
block away from each. They were
good enough that when a team of
Westfield kids [mostly seventh grad-
ers, but a couple of sixth graders] was
picked to go to Florida at Easter time
in 1972, Jimmy was the starting left
halfback on offense, and Paul was a
starting linebacker.

(Tyler was my bread-and-butter
runner, although it should go on the
record here that it had nothing to do
with the fact that his older sister Sue
was a super-hottie and was going out
with me at the time. I didn’t play
favorites, at least not in this case.
Want proof? That spring, I was um-
piring the bases in a game at Gumbert
3 between Jimmy’s Astros and the
Pirates. He unloaded a bases-loaded
drive over the centerfielder’s head
and there was no fence on G-3 back
then. As the base ump, I checked to
make sure each of the runners was

Devils of the Week
Kyle Higgins, Anna Fetter

Swimming

touching each of the bases. I was
standing two feet behind second base
when – gasp! – Jimmy missed it!
Now I’m praying that Lew Bowman,
the Pirates’ manager, didn’t see it.
But he did. He appealed it and I had to
call Jimmy out. And Sue didn’t talk to
me for weeks because I cost her
brother a grand-slam home run!)

The day that picture was taken be-
hind Tamaques School, this buddy of
mine, Tony Gatti from Plainfield,
showed up to watch my team. Nor-
mally we ran “4-3” – Jimmy off right
tackle behind the blocks of Jackson,
Ciliotta and Bodmer – about two-
thirds of the time. But the first time
we went to the weak side – “A series
3-7,” which was Jackson running be-
hind Tyler’s lead block – we picked
up decent yardage. (Ironically, I’d
“borrowed” the play several years
earlier from the Jim Bonner/Al
Pfeiffer-coached Giants, whose
equally rugged fullback was Paul’s
older brother Mark.)

I switched to another play and Gatti
comes running over and says, “Keep
running that play to the left. If they
don’t stop it, just keep running it.” So
we called “A series 3-7” again … and
again … and Paul was getting 5, 6, 7,
5, 8 yards at a clip. Eventually he
carried the ball (and a couple of de-
fenders) into the end zone.

During a timeout, I went out to talk
to the defense and Paul says, “What
the he!* are you trying to do to me?
I’m not used to carrying the ball that
much.” Then he added with that wise-
acre smile, “But you can always call
the ‘3-7’ whenever we get near the
goal line.”

When he got to the high school,
Paul had grown into a tackle for leg-
endary coach Gary Kehler, a two-
way grunt for equally legendary as-
sistant Dick Zimmer. In fact, Pape
and Paul played side-by-side on the
sophomore and B squads before en-
joying their senior season in the sun
in that fall of ’78.

(Paul’s understudy on the ’78 team
was another ex-Steeler, Paul Harbaugh,
who duplicated Paul’s two-way tough-
ness for the ’79 Blue Devils. Years later,
when the Westfield PAL was in its
formative stages, two of the best coaches
they had were Paul Jackson and Paul
Harbaugh. And another one of my old
guys, Jay Factor, was a top-notch PAL

coach, too.)
The last time I saw Jimmy Tyler was

in January 1998. My mom was back
home on hospice care and I called his
house out of the blue one night, and it
turned out he was home for his mom’s
funeral a day or two earlier. Needing a
short break, I went over to the Tyler’s
house on Carleton Road, but every-
thing seemed different. No Sue Tyler.
No Mrs. Tyler. Just me and Jim talking
about the old days, the Steelers, the
home run I took away from him, his
sister. He had ended up playing split
end and safety at WHS, catching the
winning touchdown pass against
Plainfield from Steve Bodmer, who’d
become a quarterback. Jimmy looked
like he could still put on the pads and
play, even at age 37. Then the phone
rang, and it was somebody at my house
calling to tell me that my mom had just
passed away.

The last time I saw Paul was at the
funeral service for Gary Kehler, a
year ago December. Paul was stuck in
a wheelchair then, as he had been
since for quite a few years. The can-
cer had first hit him in the mid-1980s,
and his first surgery was in 1987. He
battled it heroically for almost a quar-
ter of a century, thought pneumonia,
chemo treatments and assorted op-
erations. At one point it appeared he
was actually beating it. But then he
took a turn for the worse, and his
siblings – Tom, Mark, Mary, Eileen
and Dave – shared round-the-clock
vigils over the past several months
while he received treatment at the
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore.
When an MRI about a month ago
showed the tumor had reactivated and
entered his brain, there was nothing
more that could be done for Paul and
the family brought him back to a
hospice in Scotch Plains, to enjoy a
well-earned peaceful ending, which
finally came last Sunday night.

“Paul was a warrior ... a great team-
mate … and an even better friend,”
said Ciliotta, who named one of his
sons Ryan Paul, after his old pal.

“My fondest memories,as painful
as they are, are of Paul Jackson and
Jimmy Tyler off-tackle running over
me at left linebacker in practice on the
‘72 Steelers,” three-year WHS full-
back Frank Kelly said earlier this
week. “I’d rather have been standing
in front of a train quite frankly.”

Now I’m sitting at the keyboard,
thinking of the late Paul Jackson, the
ferocious lead blocker on our “4-3,”
the bullish runner on our “A series 3-
7,” the wisecracking jokester … now
dead at age 48? And I’m staring at the
team photo of the 1973 Steelers, with
the captains, and Paul Harbaugh, An-
thony Marotta, Eric Froden, Gerry
Smith, Nick Parisi, Kevin Bunting,
Kurt Hornung, Ray Snyder, John
Humiston, Kenny McLean and others.
What a fun team they’d been to coach.

But kids don’t stay 12-years-old
and healthy as a horse in a 36-year-
old picture forever, and Paul had be-

come a shell of his former self. Amaz-
ingly, he still had his wise-guy face
and attitude when he saw me at Gary
Kehler’s service. He motioned me
over and we hugged. He asked if I still
had the Super 8 films of our old
Steelers games, the ones my mom
used to take every weekend, so we
could have “film nights” just like the
high school players.

“I’d really love to see them,” he
said. “I’d give anything to run that ‘A
series 3-7’ again … and again … ”

Yeah, Paul, I’d love to see that, too.
THIS AND THAT

Congrats to the WHS wrestlers for
capturing the school’s first district title
since 1994, and 25th in school history!
And congrats to senior John Barnes, a
three-time district champ, who was
the Most Outstanding Wrestler after
two pins and a tech-fall. With a 25-2
record going into the region tourna-
ment, Barnes has 91 career wins, No.
3 all-time behind Cory Posey (118)
and Chris Jordan (99). Barnes moved
past Onur Tezucar (90), Mike Baly
(89), Paul Jordan (88), Lee Tomasso
(87) and Kevin Sullivan (83) in the
past few weeks.

Barnes is the 12th three-time dis-
trict champion for WHS, joining Posey
(four times, 1993-96), Pete Adelaar
(1967-69), Bill Kenny (1967-69), Rick
Adelaar (1968-70), Frank Jackson
(1968-70), Dave Brown (1973-75),
Jerry Gottlick (1974-76), Joe Birming-
ham (1975-77), Mark Giacone (1984-
86), Paco Gonzalez (1990-92) and
Tezucar (1997-99).

The WHS boys and girls swim
teams, which swept archrival
Bridgewater-Raritan at last Friday’s
sectional championships, were both
in action this past Tuesday in the state
semifinals. If they won, they would
be in the state Public A finals on
Saturday at the College of New Jer-
sey, the two-time defending cham-
pion girls at 10:30 a.m., likely against
West Windsor-Plainsboro South for
the third straight year, and the ’08
champion boys at 12:15, against the
Morristown-Cherry Hill East winner,
as they go for a record 22nd title.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) are Kyle Higgins
and Anna Fetter. The two had the
swims of their lives Friday night in a
shocking 108-62 win over
Bridgewater-Raritan (the teams had
tied 85-85 earlier in the year). Higgins,
a junior, took a pair of seconds in the
200 and 500 freestyles with best times,
while Fetter, a sophomore-first-year-
swimmer, had great time drops to
earn a fifth in the 200 IM and a third
in the 100 fly.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

February 28, 1998: Excellent per-
formances on the part of both teams
kept the suspense right up to the final
event and the Cherry Hill East swim
team won the 400-freestyle relay
event to edge the Blue Devil girls,
87.5-82.5, in the Public A Girls Fi-
nals held at the College of New Jer-
sey. Despite the loss, the Blue Devil
girls recorded 20 season-best times.

In the 200-medley relay, Ashley
Saul, Brooke Smith, Jessie Coxson
and Heidi Shoenemann came up with
a winning time of 1:55.39, which was
nearly four seconds better than their
winning time at the North A meet.
Smith, who won the 200-individual
medley and the 100-breaststroke, had

a seasonal-best time in her leg of the
winning 200-freestyle relay.

February 27, 2000: Given up for
dead by many after a 60-point loss to
Shawnee in late December, the Blue
Devil boys swim team completed an
amazing comeback, capturing the
NJSIAA A Division state champion-
ship with an 89.5-80.5 victory over
Cherry Hill East at The College of
New Jersey.

February 19, 2002: The Raider boys
swimming team made it two-in-a-row
for North Public B Swim titles by de-
feating Northern Highlands, 91-79, in
Bayonne. The Raiders placed first in
only four of the 11 events but touched
second and third seven times each.

Raider Steve Swenson touched first
in the 200-freestyle and the 100-breast-
stroke. He also teamed with Eric
Swenson, Jon Sheffield and David
Hauptman to touch first in the 200-
freestyle relay. Eric Swenson placed
first in the 200-individual medley.

February 28, 2004: The Raider
wrestling team claimed its third-
straight District 11 title in Westfield.
Steve Mineo (132), Eric Connolly
(142), Andrew Silber (173), Charlie
Bachi (191), Pat Mineo (137) and
Yoav Nudell (162) took top honors.
Blue Devils Rob Mench (105), Tom
DelDuca (147) and Lee Tomasso
(154) won titles.

Blue Devil Icemen Advance
In Union County Cup

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey team advanced to the semifi-
nals of the Inaugural Union County
Cup with a 3-0 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the opening round
on February 19 at Woodbridge Sports
Center.

Blue Devil freshman goalie Steve
Wronski turned in a flawless perfor-
mance to register his second con-
secutive shutout (a 3-0 win over Madi-
son on February 16) and his third
overall this season. Wronski turned
aside 18 shots, while Raider goalie
Chris Bauer faced 45 shots.

Junior Dylan Moran and sophomores
Nick Attanasio and CJ Meyer scored to
up Westfield’s record to 10-8-2. The
Blue Devils advanced to face Governor
Livingston in semifinal play on Febru-
ary 24. The Highlanders humbled Day-
ton, 7-0, in their first round game.
Westfield and Governor Livingston split
during the regular season.

The winner of the Westfield/GL
game may likely face top-seeded A.L.
Johnson, which finished atop the
Union County standings with an un-
defeated league record. Westfield

fell 4-3 to the Crusaders in a tightly
contested final game of the regular
season on February 20 at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle.

The Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead at
10:43 of the opening session on a
goal by Meyer off of a nice centering
pass from Attanasio. Johnson an-
swered with three successive goals at
the end of the first period.

Johnson extended its lead to 4-1
early in the middle frame before
Westfield struck early in the third
period on a hustling rebound goal by
Attanasio, who followed up a thwarted
breakaway effort by Meyer. With the
Westfield net empty in the closing
minute, Meyer scored off a blue drive
by junior Joe Kramkowski. Spirited
play by forwards Mike Foley, Phil
Cohen, Henry O’Brien and Zander
Maslow kept the Crusaders off the
scoreboard in the second half of the
game when Westfield mounted its
comeback bid.

Following the Union County tour-
nament, Westfield will make its fifth
straight appearance in the state high
school tournament.

Adam Bergo Captures
First in High Jump
Representing Rutgers University,

freshman Adam Bergo (2008
Westfield High School graduate)
captured first in the high jump at the
Big East meet with a clearance of
7’2.5" at the Armory Track & Field
Center in NYC on February 22.
Bergo’s clearance is the third-best
in NCAA this winter.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

CRANFORD $249,900
Meticulously maintained 5 room
Townhouse is filled with sunlight.
Offers an updated Kitchen, is
freshly painted and includes newer
carpet.  Roof assess. Paid in full.
Quiet location.

CRANFORD $435,000
Wonderful, unique property!  Move
in condition Mother/Daughter
offers 9 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms and 2 full baths, updated
Kitchens, freshly painted, hardwood
floors downstairs, partially finished
basement Recreation Room.  Also
listed as a Two Family.

MOUNTAINSIDE $699,000
Impressive, 10 room center hall
Colonial with magnificent oak
paneling and moldings, Family
Room addition, updated Eat-In
Kitchen, Library with fireplace, 5
Bedrooms on 2nd floor with
California closets, heated Sylvan
pool, patio and private yard.

WESTFIELD $599,000
Enchanting Colonial boasts an
updated Eat-In Kitchen, spacious
Living Room with wood-burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
sun drenched den and a finished
3rd floor Family Room with 4th

Bedroom.

SCOTCH PLAINS $660,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center
hall Colonial.  Lovingly cared for
with so many charming details.
Wide board pumpkin pine floors, 2
fireplaces, Butler’s pantry, newer
roof, large screened porch.  Beautiful
“country setting”.  Approximately 1
acre level grounds framed by
authentic split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $775,000
Picture perfect behind a white picket
fence!  This lovely “Wychwood”
home has been totally renovated and
is “move-in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof,
landscaping, driveway and more.
Beautiful refinished oak floors.
Freshly painted interior and exterior.
Neutral décor.

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Another amazing Primavera design
has begun.  4569 square feet of
decadent indulgence.  Trademark
staircase and upgrades are
standard.  Hand crafted detail
throughout.  Full finished
basement.

CRANFORD $425,000
This 1920’s Dutch Colonial
sold for 94% of its list price in
only 49 days.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and
let them design a personalized
marketing plan for your home.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

A CUT ABOVE
Westfield . . . Beautifully situated in Wychwood, Wilson school 4
bedroom 2 full and 2 half bath totally renovated home offers top
quality throughout. Beautiful moldings, spacious and gracious.

Absolute move in at $1,750,000.

Westfield . . . Just listed Washington School 4 BR 3 1/2 Bath colonial
filled with space and light. Wonderful newer kitchen and baths.
Spacious family room, close to town and NYC trans. Must see,
offered at $912,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-233-5555 x239
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 3/1 • 1-4pm   526 St. Marks Avenue
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Lady Raiders Stop
Crusaders, 48-20
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Devil Girls Defeat
BrH2O for Title

Don’t Be Fooled! Steroid Use Is Not
Exclusive to Pro and Collegiate Sports

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s interesting how professional
sports commissioners, owners,
coaches, etc. appear to be in the dark
about steroid use. It’s also interesting
how “intelligent” CEO’s of major
companies like WorldCom
(WorldCon), Global (Double) Cross-
ing and ENRON (End Run) seemed
to have been unaware of the situation
when these giants came crashing to
the ground.

Although professional sports has
not taken a spiraling financial nose
dive like WorldCom, Global Cross-
ing and ENRON, what they all have
had in common is that it takes a very
intelligent, aware individual to make
it to the top perch. These people must
also be surrounded by intelligent,
aware individuals to keep them in-
formed. In a major crisis, however,
these particular intellects seem to
become naïve or brain dead!

Perhaps many believed that
WorldCom, Global Crossing and
ENRON CEO’s may have deliber-
ately misled their employees and the
public – in other words cheated! The
same cheating attitude, in a different
form, seems to be present with pro-
fessional and collegiate sports from
the top down to the athletes when it
comes to steroids. Unfortunately, this
attitude sends a message to our youth
that “cheating” is OK.

The majority of college and high
school athletes may not use steroids
but, don’t be fooled, many do and the
temptation to be lured into the steroid
world is enormous to young adults.
Having been in the health spa busi-
ness for many years, including own-
ing a fitness center in the Clearwater,
Fla. area for more than four years, I
have seen the misuse of steroids and
the nearly overwhelming temptation
for weight trainers of all ages to fol-
low suit. Even middle school chil-
dren have used steroids in order to
“look big” for the beach.

Because of one’s genetic makeup,
there are multitudes of ways steroids
can affect humans and I have seen
most of them.

First of all, steroids can increase
the growth of nearly all living tissue,
good or bad, in addition to altering
attitude in the form of rage. It has
been found that its use can grossly
increase the size of muscle tissue in a
very short period of time – very ap-
pealing to young athletes or
weightlifters to get a head start (de-
velop cheaters’ muscles). Within three
or four months, that 5’8” 145-150-lb
teenager has transmogrified into a
210-lb behemoth without growing in
height. It’s not over. A few months
later, still 5’8”, the scales are scream-
ing at 235-lbs and huge balloon-like
biceps and pectoral muscles and rock-
like shoulders yield an “out of whack”
appearance – somewhat distorted.

However, the urge to get stronger, be
“big” or to get the athletic advantage –
cheat – outweighs the possible pitfalls
in the mind of that individual.

Some may say, “so what!” Alright,
here is the “so what!” Almost every
person I have known, who has used
steroids for a reasonable period of
time, has been affected, some very
early in their usage and some much
later, depending on their genetic re-

sponse.
It seems to me that the best thing

that can happen to a young user is to
have immediate problems because
they usually come in the form of
heavy acne, usually around the shoul-
ders, back and face due to the “rev-
ving up” of the human machine. Blood
pressure will rocket and so will the
cholesterol levels. Some experience
a “hacking” cough. Emotional edgi-
ness usually sets in and, fortunately,
most of these users decide to quit
before the real damage occurs.

Others, known as the periodic us-
ers, would pull disappearing acts when
they went off the steroids and would
not be seen for two or three months.
When they finally returned to work
out, they would be 30-35-lbs lighter
and depressed. Much of their strength,
size and ego would be gone. The
depression time can be dangerous!
They decide to “juice” again.

For those who seem to be unaf-
fected initially, although the high
blood pressure and cholesterol in-
crease still exists, the real danger may
be hidden inside. Under the skin, the
muscles actually outgrow the ten-
dons disproportionately. The stimu-
lated muscles are able to lift heavier
and heavier weights but the tendons
are enduring increasing stress. One
individual, a Florida state champion
power lifter, who had managed not to
have noticeable problems for years,
literally “blew out” his left pectoral
muscle leaving a black and blue bruise
the size of a basketball. Worse, after
the bruise cleared, a huge concave
dent remained – not very appealing.

But that was just a surface wound.
He was “rotting” inside! This same
individual also developed kidney, liver
and heart problems and later was
hooked up to a kidney dialysis ma-
chine. His weight plummeted from a
muscular 285-290-lbs to 220-lbs and
dropping in less than a month. His
older brother, who also had been a
steroid user, suffered a heart attack at
the age of 34 and developed skin
cancer. His younger brother, who had
been using steroids for nearly a year,
wisely quit.

More than one male teenage indi-

vidual I have known did experience
rapid muscular size and strength in-
creases but along with that, they de-
veloped breasts – somewhat humili-
ating to the owner and they do not go
away. Keep in mind, they also devel-
oped acne, flushed faces from high
blood pressure and attitude inconsis-
tency.

One individual, a Florida State Uni-
versity student at the time, with a
height of 5’7” and weighing 245-lbs
with a 29” waist entered my gym. My
first impression was, “Oh my God!
How grotesque!” His muscles were so
filled with fluid that I thought he was
going to burst. His skin looked like
stretched plastic. Nearly a year later he
was escorted into my gym by his fiancé,
considerably lighter. He told me a
story of how he developed kidney and
liver problems and, while in the hospi-
tal, lost 70-lbs in two weeks. He nearly
died at the age of 21. Also, it appeared
that some brain damage may have
taken place because he was mentally
slow to respond to external stimuli.
His fiancé would also pick him up
after his workout.

Beauty may be in the eyes of the
beholder; however, several young
women of college age, who began
using steroids to get involved in body
building contests, not only displayed
an unusual muscularity but also began
growing facial hair. Aside from the
other drawbacks of steroid use, these
particular young women also devel-
oped a weird voice that sounded like
an alien from the 1980’s TV series “V”
– sort of a double quivering.

The sense that it is OK to use ste-
roids, because many professional and
collegiate athletes use them, owners
look the other way because the extra
“bigness” can put a bigger bulge in
their wallet and commissioners just
give them a hand slap, sends a terrible
message that it is OK to “cheat”. For
the sake of our youth, college pro-
vosts should clamp down, profes-
sional sports organization owners
should shed their greenness of “greed”
and commissioners should deal with
steroid violations more harshly be-
fore more giants come crashing to the
ground.

From a Leader article that appeared in the March 24, 2005 issue
Due to the recent A-Rod “roid” scandal this must be re-introduced

the quarter, while Saxony Nielsen (2
assists, 2 rebounds) put in four of her
six points.

“We knocked down a couple of
really important shots. Kathryn was
on. Laura was on. From the first quar-
ter, we knew it was going to be a good
game,” Law said.

The uneventful second quarter
yielded a 4-4 addition in score that
gave the 18-6 Raiders a 22-12 lead at
the half. Raider Evie Klotz (4 points)
sank a 3-pointer. Crusader Gina Triani
netted eight of her 12 points in the half.

The play setting and assists worked
very well in the third quarter as the
Raiders pushed their lead to 40-16.
Center Kaylin Jaichon (8 rebounds, 2
blocks, steal, assist) rolled in eight of
her game-leading 14 points in the quar-
ter. Six of the Raiders’ eight points in
the fourth quarter came from the char-
ity line. The Raiders finished 12-for-17
from the line for a 71 percent average.

“We played well today. We domi-
nated them. I’m proud of the effort,
both offensively and defensively. We
moved the ball well. We got good shots.
We forced them to take bad shots. We
forced them to work constantly. They
had long possessions before they got
off shots,” coach Davis said.
AL Johnson   8   4   4   4 20
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18   4 18   8 48

SHEEHAN GETS 12 REBOUNDS, 13 PTS

No. 12 Minutemen Stop
Blue Devil Cagers, 62-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone had to be at his best if the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team would ever have a chance to
knock No. 12 Elizabeth out of the
Union County Tournament. That hope
was settled early in the first quarter
and the Minutemen took full advan-
tage on their way to a 62-27, first
round victory at Roselle Catholic High
School on February 18.

Junior center Pat Sabitino went
down with a knee injury with 2:28
remaining in the first quarter and the
Blue Devils were left with no “big
man” inside to help with rebounds.
This gave the 16-6 Minutemen the
opportunity to grab two, three or more
offensive rebounds at a clip, when
needed, throughout the game. The
Minutemen also controlled the boards
defensively, which mostly limited the
Blue Devils to one chance on each
possession.

In their first regular-season meeting
on January 15, the Minutemen
squeaked out a victory but rolled to
grab a big victory on a recent meeting.

“In the second game, Pat was hurt.
That was a tough game. We lost by as
much as we did today. It just shows
how much of a game changer he can
be on the offensive and defensive
ends in terms of blocking shots, being

able to score points inside and con-
trolling their big guys. It’s tough hav-
ing to go with kids, who are 6’1”,
6’2” guarding kids, who are 6’5” and
athletic,” said Blue Devil senior Chris
Sheehan, who led his team with 12
rebounds and 13 points.

But the Minutemen could also hit
from the outside and showed it imme-
diately when Latif Rivers banged in a
3-pointer at the start of the first quar-
ter. Rivers finished with a game-lead-
ing 19 points, including four 3-point-
ers. Elizabeth won the quarter, 10-3,
and Sheehan scored Westfield’s points
with a 3-pointer of his own.

“He’s a great all-around player,”
Sheehan said of Rivers.

Rivers hit a pair of 3-pointers and a
2-pointer, and James Frazier, who
finished with 14 points, added seven
to give the Minutemen a 27-9 lead at
halftime. The Minutemen added a
“stealing” rampage and won the third
quarter, 18-10. Sheehan put in four
points, Ryan Hess (steal, 2 rebounds)
scored three points, Mike Lessner (2
assists, 2 rebounds) had a lay-up and
Tony DiIorio (5 rebounds, 3 assists,
blocked shot) scored the first of his
five points.

The thefts continued and the Min-
utemen won the fourth quarter, 17-8.
Westfield   3   6 10   8 27
Elizabeth 10 17 18 17 62

There were surprises in every event ...
Anna Fetter going 2:16 in the 200IM,
Emily Budnick :56 in the 100-free,
Jess Cronin and Ally Rose in the 100-
back,” coach Smith said.

The Blue Devils were to face
Montclair in the Public A semis then,
with a victory, they may face West
Windsor-Plainsboro South this Sat-
urday, February 28, for the Public A
championship.

“We know we’re going to have a
tough meet on our hands. As it stands
now, West Windsor has eight out of
11 faster top times than we do but
they don’t have our depth. I’m not
saying it’s going to be easy. We are
going to have to fight for every race,
but honestly, after these last few
weeks, seeing what these girls are
capable of, I don’t doubt them for a
second,” coach Smith said.

The Raider girls’ bid for a Union
County title was cut short at the
hands of the Roselle Catholic girls,
who pulled out a 51-43 victory in
the semifinals held at Roselle
Catholic on February 23.

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
To Public A Section Crown

Just a few weeks after a showdown
in the Union County Championships,
the No. 1 ranked Westfield High
School boys swim team defeated No.
10 Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 104.5-
65.5 in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Public A semifinals on February 17
then, on February 20, the 14-0 Blue
Devils sank No. 4 Bridgewater-
Raritan, 98-72, for the section title.

The Blue Devils won five of the
eight individual events and all three
relays against the Raiders. Chris
DeLaFuente touched first in the 200-
freestyle at 1:45.17 then won the
100-butterfly at 52.89. Matt
Meserole won the 100-free in 48.98
and the 100-backstroke in 52.44.
Jack Lorentzen won the 50-free in
22.93. Raider Zach Peart won the
200IM in 2:01.23, Mike Napolitano
won the 500-free in 4:55.53 and

Greg Baliko won the 100-breast-
stroke in 1:03.55.

Meserole, Larry Zhang, Evan
Paulan and Lorentzen touched first in
the 200-medley relay at 1:40.32.
DeLaFuente, Nick Boyle, Max Blum
and Lorentzen won the 200-free relay
in 1:31.86. DeLaFuente, Blum,
Paulan and Meserole won the 400-
free relay in 3:30.91.

DeLaFuente won the 200-free in
1:43.01 against the Panthers and
touched first in the 100-fly at 52.63.
Meserole won the 100-back with a
time of 55.01. Meserole, Matt Mor-
gan, Paulan and Lorentzen touched
first in the 200-medley relay at
1:39.55. DeLaFuente, Boyle, Blum
and Lorentzen won the 200-free relay
in 1:32.06. DeLaFuente, Blum,
Paulan and Meserole touched first in
the 400-free relay at 3:18.63.

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
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1078 Sunny View Road   Mountainside, New Jersey 
Public Open House Sunday, March 1st 1 — 4 pm 

Situated near the Watchung Reservation, this brick Colonial boasts desirable updates, 
hardwood floors, wood moldings, and an open floor plan. The updated kitchen opens to 
the breakfast area, family room and sunroom. The newer master suite, feats a bedroom, 
sitting area, large customized walk-in closet and a luxurious bath. Three more bedrooms, 
two & a half more baths, a rec room and a beautifully landscaped property with deck, 
patio & fabulous winter view create the ideal venue for you! Presented for $795,000. Dir: 
Summit Road to Sunny View 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO HIT A 3-POINTER…Blue Devil Tony DiIorio is closely guarded
as he attempts to hit a 3-pointer.

HAVE THE WALK 
OF THE TOWN.

AND THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N to exit 
136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi and turn L 
onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi and make R onto Maple St. Park in 
lot on L. Sales Center is located at 512 Maple Court.

S from the Garden State Parkway: 
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Make a right onto
NJ 28/North Ave. towards Cranford. Go 2.5 mi.
Make a R onto Maple St. Park in lot on L.
Sales Center is located at 512 Maple Court.

SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 11AM – 5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

Call 908.518.7870
millenniumhomes.com
BROKERS WELCOME

Our newly constructed 55+ community in 
Garwood’s new walkable downtown offers 
luxurious home designs with two-car garages
and fabulous on-site amenities:

Model Now Open!
• Private elevators 
•  Gourmet kitchen, cozy family room

and fi nished basement 
• Expansive 2,343-sq.-ft. fl oor plan 
• 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths
•  Great location minutes from dining,

shopping and the train 
• 1 mile from downtown Westfi eld and Cranford

JU
ST 5

 

REM
AIN

IN
G!

Quick closing available, save thousands on select units!

WINTER SPECIAL!
NEW HOMES FROM $499,990!
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Blue Devil Matmen Win District 11 Crown, Raiders Place Fourth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

can’t take any match lightly. Coach
told me after my Friday match, ‘I
want you to really open up tomor-
row.’ So I worked my flurry of moves
on my feet and on top,” Ferrara said.

Facing a very physical Al-Khalif
Thompson of Weequahic (We),

Ferrara’s double-leg takedown earned
him a 3-1 victory, the 152-lb crown
and his 100th career victory.

“He was a real strong kid. A lot of
my matches toward the end of the
season came down to one takedown.
I’m ecstatic! A lot of hard work pays

off,” Ferrara expressed.
Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas had his

hands full in the 125-lb finals with
Raider freshman Sean Cannon but
his first-period takedown seemed to
make the difference in a 3-2 victory.

“It was like the Piscataway match.
This time it was a single leg instead of
a high crotch. I wasn’t finishing my
most-used move. I always hit singles
but somehow he got out of a couple of
them. I still had to wrestle my match.
Luckily, I came up with the win,”
DeFreitas said.

Earlier DeFreitas tallied a 10-2,
major decision over Cougar Carmine
Pellino in the 125-lb semis. Cannon
pinned Arthur Russo (Union Catho-
lic) with a stack in 3:03 then claimed
an 8-6 decision over Linden’s Martin
Santiago in the semis.

Blue Devil sophomore Christian
Barber grabbed his second district
crown with a 7-5 decision over Cougar
Matt DiGiovanni at 135-lbs. After
DiGiovanni stunned him with a
takedown, Barber came back with a
short arm drag takedown, a front trip
takedown and a reversal to seal the deal.

“I started off sloppy. I needed to get
back with more takedowns and the
arm drag was there,” Barber ex-
plained.

Earlier, Barber pinned Raider Mike
Steinfeld in 3:08 to reach the 135-lb
finals.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis scored a
pair of takedowns, an escape and a
penalty point to defeat Cranford’s Ian
Henry, 6-0, to advance to the 103-lb
finals where lost, 6-0, to Steven Rosario
(E). At 112-lbs, Blue Devil Troy
Skibitsky pinned Tony Smith (E) in
2:47 with a wrist, half nelson then
used the same combination to pin
Delwin Gabriel (NC) in 4:56 to ad-
vance to the championship. Skibitsky
put Cougar Giaccio’s 27-0 record in
jeopardy when he escaped and added
a takedown in the final seconds to send
the title bout into overtime. Skibitsky
nearly got a takedown but it was ruled
out of bounds, then Giaccio came back
to get a takedown and a 7-5, overtime
win.

Blue Devil Joe Panarese reached
the 140-lb finals with a 4-1 decision
over Jose Arias (E) but Rahway’s
Bent scored an escape and two
takedowns to grab the title with a 5-2
decision. Blue Devil Rob Granstrand

FSPY Lady Gymnasts Host
Division ‘B’ and ‘C’ Meet

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) gymnastics team hosted a
combined ‘B’ and ‘C’ Division meet,
which included Somerset Valley,
South Mountain, Madison and East
Orange, on February 7.

B Division: 11U Paige VanBuskirk
placed third place all-around and sec-
ond on vault, uneven bars and floor
exercise.

12-13 Abigail Fontana took second
all-around, first on beam and second
on vault. Meghan Yessman took first
on vault and second on bars. Rachel
Butler also competed on two events.

In the 14+ group, Joelle Pisauro
placed first on bars and beam, and
Jamie Rubenstein took second on
vault and bars. Elizabeth Kwok and
Michelle Rogoff had strong meets,
competing new tricks on several
events.

C Division: 9U Abigail Kennedy
earned third on beam. In 10-11s,
Amanda Poulakowksi took first all-
around, first on vault and floor, second
bars and fourth on beam. Cara
Provenzano placed second all-around,
first on bars, second on vault, third on
floor and sixth on beam. Alyssa
Gardner placed second and third, re-
spectively, on floor and vault. Sydne
Powers took third on beam and fourth
on vault. Kelsey Milo placed fourth on
floor. Emily Jenkins took fifth on beam.

In 12+, Rebecca Leonard captured
first on vault and bars, and second on
beam. Arielle Margulies also took
first on vault, first on floor and fourth
place on beam. Danielle Rosenblatt
took first on beam and third on vault.
Sara Rocha took second on vault and
beam. Emily Isola captured third on
vault and beam.

used a half nelson/wrist maneuver to
pin Kofi Mensah (Shabazz) in 1:18 at
160-lbs then clamped Raider Joe
Sebolao with a cradle in 51 seconds
to advance to the title bout.

“I had confidence because I pinned
him last time. I wanted to lock up the
cradle on him. That was my goal. It
worked out very well,” Granstrand
said.

Granstrand was not so fortunate in
his title bout with Taylor (R), who
won 12-4.

Blue Devil Sam Reichbach (152-
lbs) wrestled a superb bout to place
third with a 16-1, 5:33, technical fall
over Foster (L). At 215-lbs, Zach
Frantz added an escape and a
takedown to place third with a 6-3
decision over Chris Gonzales (E) and
heavyweight Joe Kania advanced to
the region tournament with a 3-2,
tiebreaker over Aaron Bonilla (E).

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield 173, 2. Cranford 140.5,

3. Rahway 133, 4. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 93.5, 5. Linden 90, 6. Eliza-
beth 85, 7. Weequahic 27, 8. Newark
Central 18, 9. Shabazz 0

CHAMPIONSHIP:
125: — DeFreitas (W) d Cannon (S), 3-2
130: — Barnes (W) tf Morrison (S), 19-3, 4:00
135: — Barber (W) d DiGiovanni (C), 7-5
140: — Bent (R) d Panarese (W), 5-2
145: — Chavez (R) md Henry, 10-0
152: — Ferrara (S) d Thompson (We), 3-1
160: — Taylor (R) md Granstrand (W), 12-4
171: — Leahy (C) p Caldwell (R), 4:17
189: — Adas Aniukstis (L) d Evangelista
(R), 8-5
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) p Julian
Campo (C), 4:15
Hwt: — Brady (C) d Frank (L), 3-2
103: — Rosario (E) d Kalimtzis (W), 6-0
112: — Giaccio (C) d Skibitsky (W), 7-5 OT
119: — Markovich (C) md Rochelle
Hinton (R), 11-0

THIRD PLACE:
103: — Henry (C) p Elias Williams (L), 0:42
112: — Gabriel (NC) tf Dion Natale (S),
19-4, 5:04
119: — Bundy (S) won by injury default
over Danny Rivera (E), 2:27
125: — Pellino (C) d Santiago (L), 9-7
130: — Floyd (E) d Holley (L), 3-0
135: — Felipe Ramierez (L) d Steinfeld
(S), 8-7
140: — Arias (E) d Erick Perez (L), 11-7
145: — Ridge (S) d Christiano (C), 12-9
152: — Reichbach (W) tf Foster (L), 16-
1, 5:33
160: — Chris Jackson (E) md Sebolao
(S), 13-2
171: — LaQuan Alston (We) d Ryan
McCarthy (S), 11-7
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) p Troy
Mullins (NC), 1:22
215: — Frantz (W) d Gonzales (E), 6-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) d Bonilla (E), 3-2 TB

WF 5th-Grade Blue Wins
Fastbreak Hoops Tourney

The Westfield Blue 5th grade bas-
ketball team won the PAL Fastbreak
Invitational Tournament, held on
President’s weekend in Wayne. Four
wins without a loss brought the team’s
overall record to 22-1.

Westfield first faced a strong
Florham Park team. Although close
at the half, Westfield pulled away to
secure an 18-point win. Next, they
battled a Tenafly team, which has
only one loss in its Bergen County
league. Tenafly gave Westfield a seri-
ous challenge but lost by 12 points.

Westfield met Tenafly in a semifi-
nal rematch, which turned into a
scrappy, exciting game with several
late lead changes. Parker Hess hit two
baskets within the last minute, send-
ing Westfield to a two-point victory

and into the final, where it faced St.
John’s. Westfield played a terrific
second half and came away with a 16-
point victory. Tyler Roth was awarded
MVP of the championship game.

Coach Gary Roth commented, “We
coaches could not be more proud of this
squad. To win all three highly competi-
tive tournaments this year without los-
ing a game (12-0) speaks volumes about
the character and skill of these athletes.”

Players Chris Boutsikaris, Jack
Cash, Owen Colwell, Billy
Fitzpatrick, Justin Lin, Matt McIlroy,
Nick Mele, Owen Murray, Chris
Rinaldi and Eric Varakian comprise
the rest of the squad and the team is
coached by David Hess, Daniel
Murray, Gary Roth and Mark Cleere,
and managed by Linus Lin.

FSPY Teams Swim Strong
At Y Bronze Championships
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y boys

and girls swim teams performed well
at the NJ YMCA Bronze Champion-
ships, held on February 7-8 at Raritan
Valley Community College, with sev-
eral swimmers earning qualifying
times for the upcoming YMCA Sil-
ver Championships.

9-10 girls: (50-free) Maya Dunchus
placed fifth, Grace Lesce was 10th,
Katie Mrozek finished 12th and
Danielle Mrozek was 13th all with
Silver times. Lesce (50-breast),
Dunchus (100IM), Katie Mrozek (5th
place in the 50-fly) and by Mariel Weigel
(100-back) secured Silver times. Weigel
and Natalie Jablonski also grabbed Sil-
ver times in the 50-back.

9-10 boys: Marcello Betman
(fourth, 50-fly), Zach Carter (sixth,
100IM) and Jake Lessner (13th, 100
free) earned Silver times.

11-12s: In the 200IM, Kelly
Bracuto finished first, while JB Wall-
ing and Henry Chang placed 2-3,
respectively, for the boys, all with
Silver times. Declan Murphy placed
fourth in the 50-breast. Chang grabbed
third in the 100-breast and Walling
finished first in the 100IM, second in
the 100-free and ninth in the 100-
backstroke – all Silver times.

13-14: Emily Ho (100-fly) placed
11th. Janine Cadet (50-free) took
ninth, Hannah Greaney was 10th and
Alyssa Laki 14th – all Silver times.
Jeannie Gill placed fifth in the 100-
free and seventh in the 200IM with
Silver times. Nick Constantine

(fourth, 100-fly) and fifth, 50-free)
earned Silver in both.

15-18 girls: Meagan Hoerrner fin-
ished second in the 200-breast, fourth
in the 100-breast and third (Silver) in
the 200IM. Chanelle Sears finished
first in the 100-free.

FSPY Swimmers Compete
In 8U Swim Championships
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y had

15 children compete in the 8U Cham-
pionships at Seton Hall University
and performed very well individually
and as a team against the other 37
participating teams.

Age 7: Lauren Davidson had four
top 15 finishes, including fifth in the
25-free and second in the 25-back.
Sophia Iacona finished 10th in the
25-back and had a seasons best (SB)
in the 25-free, fly and breast. Kieran
Scanlon shaved five seconds off his
SBs in the 25-back time and 25-fly.

Age 8: Anna Dunchus had four top
10 finishes, including third in the 25-
fly and sixth in the 50-back, while

Gina Bratti finished 10th. Caroline
Warren and Hannah Davis placed 5-
6 in the 25-free. Mackenzie Inacker
top 20, finish in the 50-free (SB) and
in the 25-free. Sydney VonOehsen
had two top 15 finishes (25-free and
25-fly). Brianna Milo had four best
times and a top 15 finish in the 100-
breast. Meghan Jaczko had SB times
in 25-fly and 50-back. Olivia Barcia
swam well in all four of her races.

Kyle Foster was sixth in the 25-
back and had top-20 finishes in three
other races. Kyle Greco grabbed a top
15 in the 25-fly, and had two other SB
times. Luciano Betman cracked the
top 20 in the 25-back and 25-fly.

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House
Sunday, March 1st, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Presented by Elegant Homes Realty

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators to each f loor 

and two underground parking spaces per unit.

WHS Lax Club to Hold
Clinics for Young Girls

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team will be offering a la-
crosse clinic for girls in grades 2
through 6 on Sunday, March 22, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. This program will
focus on skill development and con-
ditioning.

Girls who are new to the game are
welcome and those who want to im-
prove their skills will have an oppor-
tunity to work with high school play-
ers and coaches are encouraged to
attend. In addition, the WHS girls
team will be offering a lacrosse clinic
for current or future youth girls’
coaches at 10 to 11 a.m. This clinic
will help to teach girls’ lacrosse fun-
damentals.

Proceeds raised from the clinics
will support the girls’ high school
program. Both clinics will be held on
the turf field at Kehler Stadium. Please
visit the Westfield Lacrosse Club
website www.westfieldlacrosse.com
and click on “Events Calendar”, then
March 22 for more information and
required paperwork regarding the
clinic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON VICTORY No. 100…Raider Mike Ferrara got his 100th career
win and the 152-lb title with a 3-2 victory over Weequahic’s Al-Khalif Thompson.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A RUN FOR HIS MONEY…Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas, top, gets a run
for his money from Raider freshman Sean Cannon in the 125-lb title bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A CALL…Blue Devil sophomore Christian Barber, right, and
Cougar Matt DiGiovanni look for a call in the 135-lb championship bout. Barber
won his second district crown with a 7-5 victory.
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#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008   
#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 

 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008   

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

219 SINCLAIR PLACE, WESTFIELD  

Classic 10 room Dutch Colonial with 6 bedrooms & 3+ bathrooms offers prime location close to 
downtown shopping and top rated schools.  This charming home boasts a formal Dining Room & 
Living Room with fireplace, 1st floor Office/Den, updated eat-in Kitchen with stainless steel appliances 
and granite counters, inviting deck and patio with fire pit overlooking private rear yard, hardwood floors, 

all new Pella windows and central air.                                                                Offered for $899,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1~4PM 
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This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Mailed to ~18,000 homes and on goleader.com where tens of thousands download the full color publication. Theme to celebrate 100 years of Westfield history online.
New this year: The publication online will have advertisements linked to their website and a screenshot will be included on goleader main page for 3 months as part of the rotating group.

CLASSIFIEDS
VIRTUAL OFFICE ASSISTANT

Cyber Office Assistant
Since 1998

Virtual Office/Personal Assistant.
An Extra Pair Of Hands Available
to Increase Productivity.

(908) 232-5191

FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST

Investment firm in Summit needs
a friendly, professional
receptionist to handle high volume
phone calls, typing & general
office duties. Knowledge of Word
and Excel a must. Email resume
and salary requirements to:

kpajdak@rseelaus.com
or fax to: (908) 273-6377

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - One-bedroom apart-
ment, large rooms, hardwood
floors, laundry on premises, large
parking lot, walk to town and train,
$1150, Call Maria, (908) 591-5165

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Cranford - Four-room apartment
in a very nice older brick building,
hardwood floors, walk to train,
laundry & parking remises, $1275
Call Barbara, (908) 272-7487

OLDERLY CARE AVAILABLE

European lady with 8 years of
experience is looking for evenings
& weekends. Flexible hours.

References available.
Please call: (908) 313-2429

or (908) 232-2798

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

OFFICE RENTAL

WESTFIELD - Office in premier
downtown location w/ on-site
parking. Renovated space ideal
for therapist, attorney, or
accountant. Call (908) 301-9001

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime 3-Room Office
Heart of Downtown
Off-street Parking

$1550
(908) 232-6380

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Lovely
2 BR duplex. Walk to town &
transp. CAC, W/D, DW, HdWd
Flrs, Garage. $1800/mo.+util.

(908) 568-1217

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

If you need someone reliable to
clean your house, apartment,
office or condo, you just found
one. I will take care of your house
with affection and responsibility.

I have great references.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call (973) 752-3011

Jana Madrini

P/T HELP WANTED

Busy office in Warren is looking
for an Administrative Assistant
to work 20+ hours per week.
Computer exp required. Send re-
sume to suekpmg@yahoo.com

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Office Space Available
Immediately. Citibank/Salon
Visage; Newly Designed Building;
Great Location on North Avenue,
Westfield, Union County. New
Jersey. 1,000 sq.ft. Brand New
Interior. Close to bus, train and
post office. Call (908) 654-8889.

SCHOLARS…The SPFHS Bloustein Distinguished Scholars include, from left to
right, first row: Daniel Lubranski, Kathryn Moynihan, Christine Ruggieri,
Naomi Goldstein, Kathryn Powell and Emily Katz; second row: Brittany Veeck,
Linda Timko, Kapri Kreps, Anjli Bansal, Michelle Desantis, Michelle Conway,
Jordan Metsky and Jennie Altman; third row: Ulysses Velasquez, William
Johnston, Karthik Kumar, Petros Petridis, Eric Williams and Martin Sweeney.
Allison Lasher is not pictured.

More Education News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SCOTCH PLAINS – Twenty-one
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students have been recognized as Ed-
ward J. Bloustein Distinguished
Scholars.

Those recognized include: Allison
Lasher, Daniel Lubranski, Kathryn
Moynihan, Christine Ruggieri, Naomi
Goldstein, Kathryn Powell, Emily
Katz, Brittany Veeck, Linda Timko,
Kapri Kreps, Anjli Bansal, Michelle
Desantis, Michelle Conway, Jordan
Metsky, Jennie Altman, Ulysses
Velasquez, William Johnston, Karthik
Kumar, Petros Petridis, Eric Will-
iams and Martin Sweeney.

The Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority (HESAA), an in-
dependent agency of the State of New
Jersey, administers the Garden State
Scholarship Program, which includes
the Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished
Scholar and Urban Scholar awards.

More than 7,000 students state-
wide receive scholarships in recogni-
tion of their high level of academic
achievement each year. Students may
use these awards to continue their
education at New Jersey institutions
of higher education.

SP’S Schwarz Makes
Binghamton Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Bari Schwarz
of Scotch Plains earned recognition
on the Binghamton University Dean’s
List for outstanding academic
achievement for the fall 2008 semes-
ter at the university’s Harpur College
of Arts and Sciences.

The criterion for making the dean’s
honors list is a minimum grade point
average of 3.5.

WF Student Becomes
Presidential Scholar

WESTFIELD – Mark Vander Schaaf
of Westfield was named a candidate in
a presidential scholars program.

Mark, a graduating senior at Union
County Magnet High School, has been
named one of more than 3,000 candi-
dates in the 2009 Presidential Schol-
ars Program. The candidates were
selected from nearly 2.8 million stu-
dents expected to graduate from U.S.
high schools in the year 2009.

Inclusion in the Presidential Schol-
ars Program, now in its 45th year, is
one of the highest honors bestowed
upon graduating high school seniors.
Scholars are selected on the basis of
superior academic and artistic
achievements, leadership qualities,
strong character and involvement in
community and school activities.

Mark is the son of David and Eliza-
beth Vander Schaaf.

Jeffrey Hogan Makes
Marist Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Hogan, the
son of Lucretia and Edward Hogan of
Westfield, has been named to the dean’s
list at Marist College in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., for the 2008 fall semester. In
order to qualify for this special dis-
tinction, students must earn a semester
grade point average of at least 3.40.

Jeffrey, a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, is majoring
in communications with a concentra-
tion in digital media.

SPFHS Announces Bloustein Scholars

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement

Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation  •  5 Year Labor Warranty

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

908-232-1199
Residential •Commerical

License # 13VH03090400   Free Estimates • Fully Insured

SAVE WATER • SAVE ENERGY • SAVE ELECTRICITY

SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Additions

Renovations

Kitchen • Baths

908-654-3444

RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS

BATHS
BASEMENTS

908-370-7632
No Jobs Too Small       Fully Insured

Building Yesteryear Today

•Additions •Renovations

Kitchens & Baths

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

NJ LIC#10473

Main Lines

Camera Inspection

Hydro Jetting

Sink Clogs

Toilets Installed

Faucets/diverters

Sump Pumps

Yard Drains

And much More!

**FREE ESTIMATE**

(908) 322-3609

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 09-05-S

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 18, 2009. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance authorizes the Borough
Council to exceed the municipal budget
appropriation limits and to establish a cap
bank.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on March 10, 2009,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/26/09, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
February 24, 2009 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER 10 SECTION 10-
1.5 OF THE REVISED GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS 1978 ENTITLED
“PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE”

AN ORDINANCE ESTAB-
LISHING FEES PAYABLE TO
THE TOWNSHIP FOR THE
PERFORMANCE BY THE
MAYOR OR DEPUTY MAYOR
OF A MARRIAGE OR CIVIL
UNION CEREMONY FOR THE
SERVICES PERFORMED

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/26/09, The Times Fee: $26.52

Use Bond Dollars to Make Room at
Roosevelt in Westfield Schools

Editor’s note: this letter was sent to
Westfield Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan and copied to the newspaper.

As a Westfield business owner for the
past 14 years and educator I have seen
Westfield evolve into one of the most
desirable towns to live in within the state
of New Jersey. Small town feeling, great
downtown, beautiful homes and a stellar
school system are what have drawn people
to the town of Westfield.

I grew up in a very similar town only 15
miles away, Maplewood, N.J. However,
as I began fifth grade the Board of Educa-
tion felt is was necessary to redistrict the
school system. It was this redistricting
that led to the decline of the Maplewood
school system. People who live together
in the same town do not want their chil-
dren to be bused to other schools, when
there are schools within their neighbor-
hoods. We move to these towns so that
our children can walk to school with their
neighborhood friends or even ride their
bikes together.

Whenever you start to divide people as
you are doing in the Washington School
community it creates anger and unpleas-
ant feelings, which will fester and have a
negative effect on the entire community.
If this redistricting plan is passed I can
guarantee you that young people may
move into this area, but will most likely
plan on moving a few blocks over before
their children go to middle school. Cur-
rent residents may already be thinking of
moving to be in the proposed Roosevelt
zone. When these changes arise you would
again see an increase in enrollment at
Roosevelt.

The answer is not to select a few streets
in the Washington School community
and bus their children to the other side of
town, but to make space at Roosevelt. The

students who will be affected in the pro-
posed Edison redistricting are no differ-
ent from the other students and should be
treated with the same fairness. Why should
they have to give up walking to school
with their friends of five years or riding
their bikes to school? I understand that
children are flexible and they will make
new friends, but these friends will be on
the other side of town, making it more
difficult for them to socialize, particu-
larly during non-school hours. If I wanted
my child to take a bus I would have
moved to Morris County where the schools
are spread out and friends and neighbors
are far apart.

I really feel that you need to look at the
big picture and long-term effects this could
have on the entire Westfield community.
From my experience in Maplewood, people
moved out to surrounding towns, many
children are sent to private schools be-
cause the people living their can afford it
and many of the residents are young pro-
fessionals without children, who are not
utilizing the schools. Westfield residents
pay high taxes, with the understanding that
many of those taxes go to the education of
our children. Education is one if not the
most important selling factor when indi-
viduals are looking to move into a town,
thus justifying the high taxes.

We recently passed a bond that the
board of education wanted passed so
badly. I find it mind boggling that some of
that money cannot be funneled into mak-
ing space for 21 students. We stood by
you on the bond issue and now we are
asking for you to stand by us and dissolve
this redistricting plan.

Thank you for your time.

Lara Caherly
Westfield

I am very concerned that a resident of
Westfield would ever compare and argue
that the board of education’s redistricting
would affect their property value. How
selfish and single minded. I used to live in
the Washington School district area, and,
like many Westfield areas, everything is
in terms of money and social class. So, I
was not surprised that a resident would
bring up this argument, but they should be
focusing on the children’s education rather
than the money they might be losing on
property value. They should be glad to
live in a town like Westfield where all
residential values are significantly higher
than in neighboring towns. Some people
are not like that but the majority is, whether
they think it or not.

Westfield is its own little bubble where
“perfection” is everywhere and residents
really don’t seem to react with change
very well, or at least change they don’t
want. And as a person who just finished
through the Westfield School system, went
to Roosevelt, and have lived on both the
north and south side I have every right to
say everything I do. Although some par-
ents may be truly concerned about their
child’s well being, others only worry about
“god forbid” their children ever going to
a south side school. Yes, Edison may not
have the ratings that Roosevelt does but in
the end the ultimate goal — getting into
an Ivy League college — is only really
obtainable by the education received in
high school where both Edison and

Roosevelt students go.
It saddens me that only 21 students are

being redistricted, at least a substantial
amount of Washington school students
should be redistricted because then at least
the students will have a bigger base of
friends coming from the same area. It is not
as if the students are going to another town
to school, they are only going over “the
border.” If I ever had the choice of redis-
tricting to Edison school while living in the
Washington School area, I would have
because not only is it a middle school in
Westfield that will put me in a great high
school, generally students are nicer there
and a have better environment both so-
cially and academically, they are not as
into money and who has the latest gadgets,
they are more friendly and acting like the
kids they should be.

This issue of redistricting is being blown
too far out of proportion and families were
well far in advanced warned because the
student population in Roosevelt has been
the topic for years, but it seems that the
town residents have turned their heads
when there was no set action and more in
the mindset that any changes would not
affect them. Instead of complaining to the
Board of Education with their “flawed
plan” I challenge all these angry people to
devise a better plan than just sit and com-
plain, which accomplished nothing.

Stephanie Quinton
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
9, 2009 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for use
(d) and bulk (c) variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Peter & Kelly Leftheris, 716 Belvidere
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a two story addition contrary to
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20% or 1,400 square feet,
Proposed is 20.8% or 1,457 square feet.

Jeff & Heather Pinkin, 8 Cherry Lane,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
gable roof over the existing study and a
two-story addition at the rear of the house
contrary to Sections 12.04E and 11.06E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio of 30%,
or 4,000 square feet. Proposed is 32.6%
or 4,000 square feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 15 feet.
Proposed is 7 feet and 8 feet at the chim-
ney, 10 feet at the addition.

Brad & Jennifer Melvin, 555 Lenox
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct one and two story additions, a
deck and a screened porch contrary to
Sections 12.03F1, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area ratio
of 32% or 3,248 square feet. Proposed is
37.95% or 3,852 square feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20% or 2,030 square feet. Proposed is
23.1% or 2,341 square feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage with
deck of 22% or 2,233 square feet. Pro-
posed is 26.5% or 2,686 square feet. Or-
dinance allows a maximum building cov-
erage with a deck and a porch of 24% or
2,436 square feet. Proposed is 30.5% or
3,092 square feet.

Robyn Farrington, 530 Summit Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to re-
tain a trellis contrary to Section 13.02H1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum setback for a trellis of 5
feet from the property line. Proposed is 3
to 6 inches.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/26/09, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/17/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

FHWA Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2009; Routes US 1, NJ 3,
NJ 4, NJ 5, NJ 7, US W 9, NJ 17, NJ 21, NJ 24, NJ 31, NJ 57, NJ 57, NJ 81, NJ 93,
NJ 94, NJ 124, NJ 159, NJ 161, US 202, US 206, & NJ 439, Counties of Sussex,

Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (697); DP No: 09406

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/26/09, 3/5/09 and 3/12/09, The Leader Fee: $186.66

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/17/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2009, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,

Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 09412

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/26/09, 3/5/09 and 3/12/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2009
FOR:

USER-FEE BASED RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE RE-
QUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 2/26/09, The Leader Fee: $53.04

Symphony to Feature
Philharmonic Player
PLAINFIELD – New Jersey’s old-

est community orchestra, the
Plainfield Symphony, will present an
evening of “symphonic pops” in the
final concert of its 89th season on
March 28. The guest conductor for
this concert will be Christian
Wilhjelm, and the featured artist for
the evening is Alan Baer, principal
tuba player for the New York Philhar-
monic. He will perform John Will-
iams’ Tuba Concerto.

Also on the program for this evening
will be Aaron Copland’s Appalachian
Spring, Arthur Sullivan’s Pineapple
Poll and Rossini’s famous Overture
to Semiramide.

The event will take place at the
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located at 716 Watchung
Avenue in Plainfield.

Tickets cost $25 for general admis-
sion, $15 for seniors and students; chil-
dren under 12 are admitted free. To
learn more, see plainfieldsymphony.org.

Still Dancing After
All These Years

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Friday
Niters Dance Club tradition, founded
in the 1950s by a group of area couples
that enjoyed each other’s company as
well as social ballroom dancing, con-
tinues to this day.

The group meets five times a year,
and members of varied ages get to-
gether to dance and socialize with
their friends. A local DJ provides
music for the group; light refresh-
ments are also provided.

All levels of dancers are welcome to
come to the next dance, with or with-
out a dance partner, this Friday, Febru-
ary 27, from 8 until 11:30 p.m. The
cost is $15 a person. The group meets
at the Knight’s of Columbus, located
at 2400 North Avenue in Scotch Plains.

For additional information, call
Peter or Cathy at (908) 232-1639.

Focus on Children’s Education,
Not on Property Value

ONU Men’s Chorus
Visits Westfield Church

WESTFIELD – Sacred and secular
music will fill the air when the 70-
plus-voice Men’s Chorus from Ohio
Northern University (ONU) will be
heard in concert at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary of Westfield’s First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street, on Wednesday, March 4.

Under the direction of Professor
Dennis Kratzer, the ensemble’s mem-
bership is representative of several
different majors at ONU as well as
faculty and staff.

Mr. Kratzer is in frequent demand
as a guest choral-vocal clinician
throughout Ohio and has toured with
choirs in England, Switzerland, Hol-
land, Germany and France. He has
also served as director/conductor in
summer stock based in Akron, Ohio,
where he has conducted major Broad-
way musicals.

No tickets or reservations are re-
quired. A freewill offering will be
taken during the concert to help the
chorus defray costs of the tour.

Convenient parking will be found
in the church lot off Ferris Place and
in adjacent lots. The church is handi-
cap accessible. For information, call
the church office at (908) 233-4211
daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ohio Northern University Chorus

NJWA Offers Improv
Course for Children

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) offers
Spontaneity Studio, an improvisation
course offered by the NJWA.

Participants, in grades 6 to 9, will
learn the important skill of improvi-
sation through theater games, exer-
cises, working with props and seeing
and hearing things differently in a
familiar environment.

As they interact with their fellow
actors, and try to make sense out of
the humorous situations, they will
also acquire stage presence, building
confidence and literally learning to
think on their feet.

Taught by Irene Ulesky, Spontane-
ity Studio will meet for 10 weeks on
Tuesdays, beginning March 3, from 4
to 5 p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street.

Tuition for the semester is $175.
For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 for a registration form. For fur-
ther information, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

ROOM FOR IMPROV-
MENT…Students who enroll in the
NJWA Spontaneity Studio course can
expect to have fun while acquiring some
important stage skills.

WHS Senior Morse Leads
Model UN Conference

PRECISION…Nine WHS students achieved 800 on SAT1 or SAT2 tests. They
are: first row, from left to right, Ming Chen, Chinese; Monica Hong, Math2;
Andrew Weiss, Math; Vladislav Bouchouev, Math; and second row, Melissa
Shulman, Literature; Edward Purcell, Math 2; Marc Cervantes, French; and
Graeme Stahl, Writing. Missing from the photo is Joseph Lee, who received an
800 score in Korean.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) senior Daniel Morse,
who oversaw all aspects of the event
as the elected Secretary General, led
this year’s Model United Nations
(UN) Conference at Hershey, Pa.

Along with Daniel Morse were
many other WHS students who acted
as officers, including Max Sugerman,
Annie Re, Amanda Garfinkel, Shan-
non Murray, Nicole Rosenberg, Sara
Birkenthal, Mark Cafiero, Jason
Lipschultz, Melinda Jiminez, Emily
Ann Harris, Michael Oster, Elizabeth
Rich, Daniel Dickstein, Ross Tucker
and Amy Roggenberg.

The student delegation from WHS
received the Outstanding Delegation
Award. Other awards included: Pre-
mier Diplomat, won by Joshua
Schwartz and Daniel Krack; and Out-
standing First Year Delegate, pre-
sented to Corey Lipschultz and Joshua
Solomon.

More than 2,000 students partici-
pated at the conference, playing the
roles of ambassadors called student
delegates, including 125 represent-
ing Westfield High School. To pre-
pare for the conference, the WHS
students met weekly from September

to January with WHS teachers and
co-advisors Daniel Farabaugh and
David Della Fera, organizing paper-
work, meeting deadlines, writing
projects and practicing their debate
ability and decorum.

The program, which is co-spon-
sored by the Westfield YMCA, cul-
minates at the annual conference in
Hershey, where students debate world
issues on their assigned countries in a
simulation of the real United Na-
tions.

Officers for the Model United Na-
tions Conference 2009-2010 will train
throughout the year and lead com-
mittees at next year’s conference.
There are a total of about 45 of these
positions and nine are held by these
WHS students: Amy Roggenberg,
Emily Weeks, Michael Oster, Julian
Seltzer, Emily Ann Harris, Julia
Harbaugh, Kemal Tamboli, Daniel
Krack and Rachel Rickles.

“I am very proud of all the hard
work that the students put in this
year,” Mr. Farabaugh said. “All the
students comported themselves with
skill and dignity,” he added.

Pineda Holds Auditions
For The Magic Flute
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Pineda

Lyric Opera is holding open audi-
tions for young, talented singers for a
fully staged production of Mozart’s
The Magic Flute. Auditions will be
held at 7 p.m. on Friday, February 27,
and 1 p.m. on Sunday, February 28, at
the First United Methodist Church at
1171 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Students are asked to prepare 32 bars
of an art song, aria or legit musical
theatre selection from memory. The
performances will be held at the CDC
Theatre in Cranford on May 30 and 31.

All roles are open, and a cast break-
down is as follows: Tamino, tenor;
Papageno, baritone; Pamina, soprano;
Queen of the Night, soprano; Sarastro,
bass; Three Ladies, two sopranos and
one mezzo-soprano; Monostatos,
tenor; Three spirits, two sopranos and
an alto; and Papagena, soprano. There
are also a few speaking roles as well
as the chorus.

For more information or to sched-
ule an audition, call the Pineda Con-
servatory at (908) 731-1377 or e-mail
pinedaconservatory@conservatory.com.

WF’s Brautigam Earns
Dean’s List Honors

WESTFIELD – Richard Brautigam
of Westfield achieved dean’s list hon-
ors at Skidmore College for the fall
2008 semester.

Those who are awarded dean’s list
honors at Skidmore have earned a
GPA between 3.40 and 3.66 for a
given semester.

Richard, who is majoring in Eco-
nomics, is the son of Richard and
Mary Brautigam. He graduated from
Westfield High School in 2004 and is
a member of the Class of 2009 at
Skidmore College.

SGA Plans Annual
Senior Citizen’s Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student

Government Association’s (SGA) an-
nual Senior Citizen’s Day will be held
on Thursday, March 26, at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

The day’s activities begin at 10
a.m. and end at 1 p.m. This is a fun-
filled day for student volunteers and
senior citizens alike. The day will
start off with a complimentary break-
fast, and guests will enjoy perfor-
mances by the Moonglowers, choir,
dance team, Irish step dancers and
cheerleaders.

Attendees will also participate in
games such as “Name that Tune” and
bingo. A catered lunch by the SPFHS
lunch staff will conclude this day.

Seniors that would like to drive
must park at Scotch Hills, where a
free shuttle bus will take them to the
high school. Seniors who would like
to be picked up should contact the
Scotch Plains Senior Transportation
Hotline at (908) 322-5151. Space is
limited for seniors who would like to
be picked up.

Any further questions can be di-
rected to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension 1223.

Book Fair to Contribute
To Library Expansion
MOUNTAINSIDE – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School in
Mountainside will host its annual
book fair from Saturday, March 7,
through Wednesday, March 11.

The event will be held in Pollard
Hall, located at 304 Central Avenue
in Mountainside. The book fair will
include books for all ages, including
adults.

All book fair purchases will con-
tribute to expanding the library col-
lection at the Holy Trinity
Mountainside Campus, as well as
supplementing books in the class-
rooms.

The event will take place from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. on Saturday and from 10
to 11:30 a.m. on Sunday. From Mon-
day through Wednesday, the public is
welcome to attend from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m.

For more information, visit
htisnj.com.

9 WHS Students Score
Perfect 800 on SAT

WESTFIELD – Nine more
Westfield High School students ended
the year with perfect scores on the
SAT, the nation’s most widely used
admissions test among colleges and
universities.

Peter Renwick, principal of
Westfield High School, announced
that in reviewing the SAT1 and SAT2
scores received from November and
December, the following students
achieved 800 on SAT1 or SAT2 tests:
Ming Chen, Monica Hong, Andrew
Weiss, Vladislav Bouchouev, Mel-
issa Shulman, Edward Purcell, Marc
Cervantes, Graeme Stahl and Joseph
Lee.

Approximately one-half of one
percent of the more than 1.4 million
students taking the SAT score a per-
fect 800.

Lincoln Kindergarten
Registration Extended

WESTFIELD – Two additional
dates have been added to the kin-
dergarten registration schedule of
Lincoln School, the Early Child-
hood Learning Center of the
Westfield Public Schools.

Appointments can be made for
Tuesday, March 3, and Thursday,
March 12, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Registration will take place at Lin-
coln School, located at 728
Westfield Avenue.

Parents are asked to call (908) 789-
4455 to make an appointment and to
check the Lincoln School website at
westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln for in-
structions regarding what is needed
to bring to registration.

Any Westfield child who reaches
his or her fifth birthday on or before
October 1, 2009, is eligible to be
registered for kindergarten in the
fall. In the event of a delayed open-
ing or school closing due to in-
clement weather, registration for
that day will be rescheduled.

Arts & Entertainment
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Painting or Photo? Only WF
Photographer Kaplowitz Knows
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield artist
Karen Kaplowitz likes to keep her
viewers guessing.

Is her work photography or is it
painting?

Ms. Kaplowitz is actually a pho-
tographer, but her skillful use of digi-
tal darkroom techniques like
Photoshop CS3, Lightroom 2 and
Photomatix makes her photographs
resemble paintings.

Ms. Kaplowitz’s unique photogra-
phy has recently been on display at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
Café in Scotch Plains and is presently
at the Hudson River Museum in Yon-
kers, N.Y.

In March, Ms. Kaplowtiz will dis-
play her work at La Flor Gallery in
Cranford, and in April, she will be
exhibiting at Starbucks in Westfield,
where her work will remain until June.

“I call myself an art photographer,”
she says. “My mantra is the power of
the place.”

Ms. Kaplowitz demonstrates this
power by producing photographs with
a Nikon D200 camera that have an
almost mystical quality to them.

It’s what she calls “dream-like re-
sults.”

“I like to give the viewer some-
thing to think about,” she said.

Self-taught in her art, Ms,
Kaplowtiz began to seriously pursue
photography at the suggestion of a
framer, who looked at her work.

“I brought him some photographs

of Israel and Istanbul to be framed,”
she relates. “He told me I had some-
thing special.”

Ms. Kaplowitz, who has a degree
in Economics from New York Uni-
versity, presently works developing
web content that is used for market-
ing and training.

She also plays the piano and offers
her services as a piano tuner.

“I often draw a parallel between
music and photography,” she contin-
ued.

“I am a big jazz fan, and just as you
don’t play a piece of music the same
way every time, neither do you have
to photograph a location the same
way each time,” she explained.

“A digital darkroom allows you to
render a photograph in numerous
ways,” she said.

One example of the powers of the
digital darkroom can be seen in
“Fanwood Train Station.”

The portrait was taken on a sunny
day, but its original blue skies have
been transformed into a smoky gray,
giving the building a mysterious, al-
most haunted-house-like semblance.

Ms. Kaplowitz is a past chairper-
son of the Cultural Arts and Educa-
tion Department at the JCC, where
her mission was to bring high quality
art programming to the center.

Her photograph “The Life of the
Agencies” is permanently installed at
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains.

To see more of Ms. Kaplowitz’s
work, visit karenkaplowitz.com.

Guitarist Glenn Alexander:
From Wichita to Westfield

Glenn Alexander returns to his roots
this weekend with Jane Getter.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Though he currently
possesses the seasoned charm of a vet-
eran musician, Glenn Alexander ad-
mits he got into the music industry in
“all the wrong ways.”

The Wichita, Kan., transplant called
his move to Jersey City at the age of 24
“one of the dumbest things I’ve ever
done,” remarking
that “it’s not smart
to move some-
where where you
know one person,
and that person
leaves a few days
after you arrive.”

Now firmly
planted in New Jer-
sey, Mr. Alexander,
a Scotch Plains resi-
dent and formerly
of Westfield, will
grace the stage at
the Crossroads in
Garwood this com-
ing weekend.

Just as he was
starting up the
“long, hard road” of
infiltrating the New
York music scene
as a young man, Mr.
Alexander caught
his break, landing a
gig with famous
jazz drummer
Chico Hamilton.

Before becom-
ing a noted composer and producer,
Mr. Alexander focused on his craft,
playing guitar with Hamilton in all the
biggest festivals New York City of-
fered, including one at Carnegie Hall
and a performance at the Blue Note.

Not until years later did he hook up
with New Jersey bass player Dave
LaRue (of the Steve Morse Band),
whom he joined in the group Stretch.

Mr. Alexander went on to do solo
work until his daughter was born, at
which point he became a “side man”
for some of the greats in the industry.

“There’s more money in that any-
way,” he joked.

Though he is humble when discuss-
ing with whom he has worked, his
online biography is not. Mr. Alexander
has joined forces with Max Weinberg
& the Max Weinberg 7 on “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien,” Southside Johnny
& The Asbury Jukes, Constantine
Maroulis (“American Idol”), Bob Dylan
Michael Bolton, Lisa Loeb and Elvis
Costello, just to name a few.

Growing up “in the sticks,” Mr.
Alexander said he was weaned on coun-
try music as a youngster, listening to
Merle Haggard before admiring the

Allman Brothers, Lynyrd Skynyrd and
ZZ Top, whom he says are “still one of
my favorite bands.”

Mr. Alexander admitted that he did
not discover jazz, which would even-
tually infuse his music, until he at-
tended college. At that point, he was
introduced to John Coltrane and Davis.

Teaming with fellow guitarist Jane
Getter at the Crossroads on February

28, Mr. Alexander
said he would try to
make the show “as
exciting as pos-
sible.”

Michael Locker,
Mr. Alexander’s
agent and manager,
said to expect an
“explosion of sound
in machine-gun”
format.

When told of
such expectations,
Mr. Alexander
laughed, but he
noted that the audi-
ence should expect
“high energy” fu-
sion rock, which
will mostly feature
original songs from
both guitarists, but
also some interest-
ing covers (perhaps
Jeff Beck).

Because he has
played in some
larger venues, the
only concern Mr.

Alexander has in playing Crossroads
is the volume.

“I’m concerned about ripping
people’s heads out, that’s all,” he joked.

Sometimes away performing world-
wide or entrenched in the New York
City scene, Mr. Alexander, who mi-
grated to Westfield in 1985 when he
got married, said “I don’t get to play in
this area that much. It’s going to be fun
to play in my home town again.”

Coffee With Conscience
Warms the Spirit Again

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Critically ac-
claimed Indiana folksinger with
Amish-Italian roots Carrie New-
comer headlined the latest Coffee
With Conscience concert, with all
proceeds from the show donated to
the Eric Johnson House, a local HIV/
AIDS charity.

The show opened with “Leaves
Don’t Drop (They Just Let Go)” from
her most recent album “Geography
of Light.”

Later in the first
set, she performed
the contemplative
and powerful
“There is A Tree.”
As is the case with
most of “Geogra-
phy of Light,” her
lyrics in this song
are pensive, spiri-
tual and peppered
with beautiful im-
ages of nature:
“There is a tree be-
yond the world /
In its ancient roots
a song is curled /
I’m the fool whose
life’s been spent /
Between what’s
said and what is
meant.”

In between
songs, Ms. New-
comer talked
mostly about state
fairs and diners.
She asked the au-
dience what sort
of fried food is
served at New Jer-
sey fairs.

Despite her
light, simple ban-
ter on stage, Ms. Newcomer’s deeply
spiritual essence was by far the stron-
gest energy in her live performance.
One of the evening’s highlights was
her rendition of “The Clean Edge of
Change,” a song that examines the
idea that “the only way out is
through.”

Shortly after this song, Ms. New-
comer commented, “Love leads you
to where you need to go…that’s just
not where you thought you’d be.”

For the last song of the evening,
Ms. Newcomer kept it light. “Don’t
Push Send” has an upbeat tempo and
lyrics that lament the nightmare of
erroneously or impulsively sent e-
mail:

“A dangerous form of information
/And the perils of instant gratifica-
tion / How many times did I hit my
Mac? / Want to crawl inside and
want to take the whole thing back?,”
she sang as the crowd chuckled.

The ditty’s last verse discusses
drunken electronic mail: “She should
have waited; she should know/ E-
mail doesn’t mix with merlot / She
had to write back as you could guess
/ Plead e-mail recklessness and
PMS.”

Opening for
Ms. Newcomer
was Chuck E.
Costa, a boyish-
looking, folk
rocker who writes
perceptive, reflec-
tive lyrics. Mr.
Costa is winner of
last year’s Rocky
Mountain Folks
Fest.

His poignant
song “The
Goalie” discusses
a kind-hearted,
protective child-
hood friend who
became a
firefighter and lost
his life in 9/11.
After describing
memories of play-
ing street hockey,
Mr. Costa reveals
his friend’s tragic
end, astutely and
poetically refer-
ring to 9/11 as “In-
dian Summer
2001.”

Westfield pro-
prietor Ahrre
Maros, owner of
Ahrre’s Coffee

Roastery on Elm Street, produces
the Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series.

Mr. Maros always books eclectic
songwriters and musicians. The nine-
year old series is a must-do for folk
enthusiasts. The shows attract a sub-
dued, middle-aged crowd, and cof-
fee is served, compliments of the
venue, a homey basement of the First
United Methodist Church on East
Broad Street.

Rocking out, grooving or fist
pumping will not happen at a Coffee
With Conscience concert, but an in-
trospective, soul-nurturing, mellow
– albeit caffeinated – evening is a
guarantee.

Carrie Newcomer and Chuck E. Costa

Roosevelt School Presents
Joseph… in Early March

TRULY AMAZING…Performers from Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield rehearse a group scene for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. Tickets for the spring musical, taking place March 6, 7, and 8 at the
school in Westfield, will be available at the door.

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Interme-
diate School in Westfield is presenting
the musical, Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat on Friday,
March 6, and Saturday, March 7, at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 8, at 2
pm. The story is told solely through
music, showcasing the Roosevelt stu-
dents’ vocal talents.

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, a biblical story, which will
be narrated by eighth graders Allie
Hecht and Meghan Ariola, encourages
people to dream.

Austin Fishman plays Joseph, a
young man from Canaan with a talent
for interpreting dreams. His father,
played by Geoffrey Ko, presents him
with a dazzling coat of every imagin-
able color, while his jealous brothers,
played by Joel Seltzer, Asher Stabler,
Taylor Jackson, Benji Schwartz, Dan
Maran, Liz Griesmer, Kate Capodano,
Jack Mustard, Ed Carloan and Connor
Swingle, receive mere sheepskin coats.

Upset by this favoritism, the brothers
originally plan to kill Joseph but in-
stead sell him as a slave to Egypt’s
pyramid millionaire, Potiphar, played
by Lucas Bizzaro. They destroy
Joseph’s brilliantly colored coat and
stain it with goat’s blood to confirm the
death of Joseph to their distraught fa-
ther.

While working for Potiphar, Joseph
is seduced by his promiscuous wife
played by Juliana Albano. As punish-
ment, Joseph is sent to a holding cell,
where he meets the Butler (Jack Mus-
tard) and the Baker (Nicole
Zimmerman).

The plot unfolds as Joseph’s talent
for interpreting dreams becomes ap-
parent. This intrigues the Pharaoh
(Asher Horowitz), and Joseph warns
him of seven years of feast and seven

years of famine. Joseph is then pro-
moted to be Pharaoh’s number one man
to lead Egypt through the famine.

Hungry, Joseph’s brothers return to
Egypt looking for food. They do not
realize that Joseph is there, and Joseph
decides to trick his brothers.

The play is chock full of memorable
musical numbers, including “Go, Go,
Go Joseph,” “Song of the King” and
“Jacob and Sons.” Annie Brzozowki
directs the play, Nicole Amadeo cho-
reographs, and Karen Greenstein and
Sabino Losco musically direct. Tracy
Pushko serves as technical director,
and a crew of 20 has worked for months
under the direction of stage managers
Theresa DePalma, Lily Horowitz and
Austen Thien.

Tickets for Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat may be pur-
chased 45 minutes prior to each perfor-
mance at a cost of $10 per ticket. The
show is a treat for people of all ages,
children and adults alike.

Garwood Teen Spearheads
Clue at County Vo-Tech
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood’s Chelsea
Gower has her hands full as director,
choreographer and stage manager of
Clue the Musical, being performed
this weekend at Union County Voca-
tional and Technical Schools
(UCVTS) in Scotch Plains.

“It’s a lot of work,” Chelsea said.
“But I love it. This is my life.”

But, Chelsea isn’t a member of the
staff or freshman class at the new
performing arts school. She’s a junior
at the Magnet High School for math,
science and technology.

When Chelsea started at Magnet,
there was no performing arts school,
and drama was relegated to the nor-
mal teenage angst. Seeing a need, she
started up a drama club that has grown
to two productions a year. Clue is the
club’s first foray into the musical
genre.

“Drama gets bigger and better ev-
ery year,” she said. “We even have an
improv troupe.”

Chelsea decided that there was a
need for a musical on campus. “Of-
ten, we’re overlooked because we’re
a math-and-science school,” she said.
She also added that the actors, stage
crew and tech crew come from all of
the schools on campus: Magnet, Per-
forming Arts, Allied Health, Acad-
emy for Information Technology and
Vocational.

“I’ve been acting since I was a little
girl,” Chelsea said. “My parents
thought it was just something that ev-
ery little girl wanted to do and thought
it would be something I would out-
grow. By the time I got to high school,
they realized it was a real passion.”

Throughout her life, Chelsea took
dance and acting classes. She ap-
peared in school productions when
she lived in Rahway and continued
when she moved to Garwood in
middle school.

Chelsea said the drama club and
the productions help her to balance
her image as a “math-and-science
student.” But, unlike many of her
classmates, who are looking at Ivy
League colleges with heavy concen-

trations in math, science and engi-
neering, she is considering small, lib-
eral arts colleges with a concentra-
tion in the arts.

“I know in my heart this is what I
want to do,” Chelsea said. “Let’s be
serious, can you imagine Chemical
Engineering the musical?”

Clue the Musical, based on the
board game, originally appeared Off-
Broadway. The UCVTS production
will be performed today and tomor-
row at 7 p.m., as well as on Saturday
at 2 p.m. in the auditorium of the
Allied Health Services School on the
UCVTS campus, located on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets are $8 in advance or $10 at
the door. For tickets or further infor-
mation, call (908) 889-3800, exten-
sion 215.

GET A CLUE…Garwood’s Chelsea
Gower, right, rehearses Clue with fel-
low cast members Sam Furst of
Westfield, left, who plays Mrs. White,
and Diane Jlelaty of Mountainside,
playing Colonel Mustard.

Musiclocker Presents
Getter, Alexander

GARWOOD – Musiclocker will
present “Six String Heros,” featuring
guitarists Jane Getter and Glenn
Alexander live at the Crossroads in
Garwood on Saturday, February 28.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Snake Pliskin
goes on at 6 p.m. Ms. Getter and Mr.
Alexander will play at 7:15 p.m. The
event will also feature Chulo Gatewood
on bass and Tobias Ralph on drums.

Those with student IDs can attend
for $10. All others pay $12. For more
information, see xxroads.com and con-
tact musiclocker1@yahoo.com.

WF Co-Author Wins
2008 Publishers Award

WESTFIELD – A book co-
authored by Westfield resident Ellen
Anderson, an associate professor in
the Department of Rehabilitation and
Movement Science at the UMDNJ-
School of Health Related Professions,
has won a 2008 American Publishers
Award for Professional and Schol-
arly Excellence (PROSE) from the
Association of American Publishers.

“Complementary Therapies for
Physical Therapy: A Clinical Deci-
sion Making Approach” gives health
care providers detailed information
on ways to incorporate complemen-
tary therapies into physical therapy
practice.

Mid-Day Musicales
Continue March 4

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, continues its
series of Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs with a program by harpist Bar-
bara Ann Biggers, at noon on Wednes-
day, March 4.

These free, half-hour concerts are
followed by an optional soup-and-
sandwich luncheon available in the
church’s social hall for $6.

Reviewers have described Ms.
Biggers as one who “plays with beauty
and nuance” and “creates a luminous
sound”. As an active freelancer in the
New York area, Ms. Biggers is princi-
pal harp with the Westfield Symphony,
and also performs with the New Jer-
sey Symphony, Princeton Symphony,
New Jersey Opera Theater and New
Philharmonic of New Jersey among
others.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

WF High School to Present
Kiss Me, Kate in Mid-March

TOO DARN HOT…WHS cast members rehearse Kiss Me, Kate’s sizzling dance
numbers.

WESTFIELD – On March 12, 13
and 14, Westfield High School (WHS)
will presents Kiss Me, Kate, the most
popular of musicals that combines
the unparalleled music of Cole Porter
with the brilliance of Shakespeare.

Using the Bard’s The Taming of the
Shrew to create a play-within-a-play,
Kiss Me, Kate combines hilarious back-
stage comedy with romance, sizzling
dancing and Cole Porter’s finest score.

Kiss Me, Kate presents one fierce
battle of the sexes. Chaos ensues when
two former lovers play opposite each
other on stage while their current lov-
ers also take part in the production.
Mix in a few gangsters, a hefty I.O.U.
and some unexpected romance, and
this WHS production is sure to have
audiences on the edge of their seats.

“The students are working incred-
ibly hard, and I am thrilled and hon-
ored to be working with such a tal-
ented group,” WHS drama teacher
Daniel Devlin said.

Heading a cast of nearly 50 high
school students are Peter Surace, play-
ing Fred Graham/Petruchio, and
Catalina Gaglioti, as Lilli Vanessi/
Kate.

The cast also features Chris
Morrissey as Bill Calhoun and Sarah
Szollar as Lois Lane/Bianca, Dan
Burman (Paul), Peter Carmo (Gre-
mio), Sean O’Connor (Hortensio),
Bobby O’Rouke and Justin Rosin
(gangsters), Jenna Roth (Hatti), Dara
Silverman (stage manager) and Adam
Ziering as General Howell.

With a sparkling singing chorus, a
blistering dance troupe and lively en-
semble rounding out the company, this
production promises to be a vintage
WHS song-and-dance extravaganza.

Mr. Devlin debuts as artistic director.
Edison School’s Ken Horn provides
musical direction for the score, featur-
ing classic songs such as “Always True
To You In My Fashion,” “Another
Op’nin’, Another Show,” “So In Love,”
“Brush Up Your Shakespeare” and
“Wunderbar.”

Samantha Hahn choreographs, pre-
senting dance numbers such as “Too
Darn Hot” and “Tom, Dick or Harry.”

Tzvetelina Garneva, assisted by fresh-
man Alexis Geltzeiler and senior Adam
Kavalin, will handle stage management.
Sets were designed and created by Roy
Chambers and WHS students.

Matt Di Fabio, Matt Cifelli and An-
gela Newton control sound, and Josh
Schwartz, Xio Alvarez, Mike Di Fabio
and Halli James will run the lighting.
Cheryl Wu will provide posters and
artwork.

Kiss Me, Kate will take place in the
Westfield High School Auditorium.
Show times are Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, March 12,13, and 14, at 7:30
p.m.

Tickets ($10) are now on sale. For
information and tickets, call the WHS
Box Office at (908) 301 0391 or e-mail
whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org. Tick-
ets can also be purchased at the door
before each performance, but all seat-
ing is reserved, so call ahead for best
seats.

Digital darkroom guru Karen Kaplowitz captures the Fanwood Train Station.

glissandi in the mournful, sorrowful
segments filled the hushed auditorium.
After the fourth portion was presented
magnificently with precision and dra-
matic flourishes, Mr. Kwak finished to
thunderous applause.

At intermission, a bistro setting of
three small red-clothed tables and
black chairs was added as part of
“Carmen: A Lost Gypsy’s Journey,”
which was presented under the artis-
tic direction and choreography of Ms.
Amaya.

The Carmen sequence was a retell-
ing of the story of the classic. A stun-
ning tenor, Ruben el Viejo, with tal-
ented guitarist/composer Roberto
Castellon and unique percussionist
Gonzalo Grau showcased Ms. Amaya
and her Flamenco Dance Company,
comprised of five other outstanding
dancers.

The Orchestral Suite from Bizet’s
Carmen was cleverly interwoven with
vocally accompanied Flamenco dances
featuring Ms. Amaya as Carmen and
Edwin Aparicio as the bullfighter. The
16 segments of the second half of the
program morphed music, drama and
dance into a mesmerizing feast for eyes
and ears.

The diminutive Ms. Amaya’s gor-
geous arm movements captivated like a
snake charmer’s trance. Her charisma
seduced the audience in each of her
numbers. Ms. Amaya’s energetic cho-
reography allowed individual perform-
ers to shine as well. The company cre-
ated a memorable spectacle while they
danced and whirled, displaying amaz-
ingly controlled footwork.

At the conclusion of the night, the
audience sprang to its feet with explo-
sive appreciation for such a dramatic
and unique evening of entertainment.
And, fittingly, Maestro Wroe blew a
kiss to his orchestra with his own appre-
ciation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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Community Reaches Out to Support
Research for Rare Bone Disorder
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Reaching into
their hearts and their pocketbooks,
more than 200 area residents, as well
as friends and family from outside of
the community, gathered in the audi-
torium at Our Lady of Lourdes church
in Mountainside on Valentine’s Day
to attend the eighth annual comedy
show to benefit Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) re-
search.

Former Westfield resident Whitney
Weldon, 16, is afflicted with the rare
genetic condition, which causes
muscles and other connective tissue
to turn into bone. Longtime family
friend of the Weldons, Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, once again spear-
headed the annual event.

Mr. Whyte told the newspaper that
this year’s show of support raised nearly
$20,000 and to date, the fundraising
efforts have reached close to $200,000.

At the event, opening remarks pro-
vided an update on Whitney’s condi-
tion, highlighting that despite her pain,
Whitney maintains a never-ending de-

termination and positive outlook.
DJ husband-and-wife team Tony and

Marie Love, also known as “The Spin-
ners,” kept the party going throughout
the night. Photographer Christine Ness
donated a beautiful gift basket of hand-
made note cards featuring a distin-
guished collection of botanicals.

Opening acts for the three funnymen
booked as headliners included veteran
vocalist Joann Harris-Hauser of
Mountainside and Kassie Ciasulli, for-
merly of Mountainside. Both singers
serenaded the audience before Bobby
“Gonzo” introduced this year’s comic
lineup.

Eddie Gambino took the stage first,
followed by Brad Lowrey and the no-
table “Uncle Floyd.”

Monies raised will not only fund
research into finding a cure for FOP, but
will also benefit research for other
musculoskeletal disorders such as os-
teoporosis, osteoarthritis and rheuma-
toid arthritis.

To learn more about FOP and how to
help, log onto fop.org or weldonfop.org.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A SEA OF RED…Mountainside resident Dana Kline, of Dana Kline’s Party Designs’ signature balloon creations, transformed
the Our Lady of Lourdes’s auditorium into a lively party room, set to host the eighth annual Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
research comedy show. Cecilia Robertson of Mountainside constructed and decorated chocolate houses for each table.

COMIC RELIEF…Comedy promoter
Bobby “Gonzo,” far right, stands with
his band of comic brothers, pictured,
left to right, Brad Lowrey, Eddie
Gambino and “Uncle Floyd” – head-
liners for this year’s annual comedy
show to benefit research for
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva.

Tony Award Nominee Assists
In SPFHS’s Guys and Dolls

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mary Lynn
Dobson, director of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s upcoming
spring production of the musical
Guys and Dolls, recently called on
her friend Gordon Weiss, profes-
sional actor and Tony Award nomi-
nee, to give feedback and combat
direction to cast members of the up-
coming show.

Mr. Weiss, who originated the role
of Vondo in the premiere of Ms.
Dobson’s play Two on the Aisle,
Three in a Van, spent three hours at a
rehearsal last week to give step-by-
step instruction on how to throw a
punch and receive one.

“How does that work for you?”
Mr. Weiss asked David Shapiro, who
plays the role of Big Jule in the
March production. “You’re givin’
him your back,” Mr. Weiss explained
in a gangster voice, explaining the
stance and motivation of the charac-
ter.

“You’ll get there…it will come,”
he encouraged. Then the expert dis-
played to David how to fall in slow
motion and get the most out of the
fall after being belted by Chris
Fortunato, who plays Sky Masterson.

“We worked with Gordon in Once
Upon a Mattress,” David said, “It’s
great to get to work with a profes-
sional of his caliber.” He predicted,
“The show will be especially great
because of his input.”

And the teen’s faith in this man is
well founded since Mr. Weiss knows
theater inside and out. A Tony Award
nominee in 1989, he has worked
with luminaries such as Richard
Dreyfuss, Gregory Hines, Jane
Alexander and Joel Grey. He has
appeared in films with Sigourney
Weaver and Judd Hirsch, Susan
Sarandon, Stanley Tucci, Robert
DeNiro, Robin Williams and Glenn
Close.

Additionally, Mr. Weiss has been
featured in countless television
shows such as “Law and Order,”
“Law and Order Criminal Intent,”
“Third Watch” and “NYPD Blue.”

Chris Fortunato, who plays Sky,
appreciated that Mr. Weiss taught
them how to fake punches realisti-
cally and kick people without any-
one getting hurt. He felt it would be
especially useful in the big Havana
scene, where tables are overturned
and mayhem prevails.

Two student choreographers —
Kayla McAlindin and Jeremy Busch
— sat on the apron of the stage,

watching each move of the profes-
sional actor, mentally recording it
all. Kayla said she enjoyed Mr. Weiss’
suggestions.

“He gave us tips as to how to give

notes: ‘Keep it slow and yell out
directions to keep it safe and effec-
tive,’” she quoted.

Moving from the punches to a
stage slap, Mr. Weiss broke it down
into segments.

“Relax, look in each other’s eyes,
square your shoulders and let it go,”
he said. “No, don’t reach,” he cor-
rected. “Just relax, extend your arm
and brush the finger tips to the recipi-
ent,” he reiterated.

Near the end of the rehearsal ses-
sion on stage combat, director Dob-

son asked for Mr. Weiss to review the
staging of the song “Sue Me” with
Maddie Dillon (Adelaide) and Tom
Cristiani (Nathan).

“Just look at it to see if there is

anything you see that needs help,” the
director said. “Is there a way to get
him to be on his knees a little easier?”
she asked.

“Well, let’s see,” said Mr. Weiss,
who hopped back up on the stage to
go through it with the couple. Sug-
gestions were made, and staging was
tweaked.

Maddie and Tom bought in to those
changes made by the professional
and repeated the song, confident that
his tips would pay off for the March
13 opening night.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSROOM COMBAT...Gordon Weiss, a Tony Award nominee, helps Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School students practice the art of theatrical combat.

Singing Mobsters Invade
SPFHS’ Guys And Dolls

SCOTCH PLAINS – Audiences
should imagine the cast of “The
Sopranos” invading a classic Ameri-
can 1950’s musical directed by
Disney to have an idea of how Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Repertory Theatre plans to update
the perennial favorite Guys and
Dolls this spring.

Mary Lynn Dobson returns after
a one-year hiatus to direct the pro-
duction, and she plans to infuse the
show with a contemporary feel.

Two years ago, she breathed new
life into Once Upon A Mattress and
picked up 14 Paper Mill Playhouse
Rising Star Award Nominations in
the process. Ms. Dobson is an accom-
plished playwright as well, whose
latest work, The Somewhat True Tale
of Robin Hood, is currently being
performed throughout the country, as
well as the United Kingdom, Canada,
Mexico and Australia.

“I’m so happy to be back with
this talented group of kids, and I’m
looking forward to putting a new
spin on this classic of American
theater,” said Ms. Dobson.

Also new to the team is produc-
tion manager/assistant director
Lauren Mazzarese, an accomplished
actor, voice and drama teacher, as
well as a graduate of The Tisch
School of the Performing Arts at
New York University. Ms. Mazzarese
will be working on vocal technique
with the students.

“We’re thrilled to welcome

Lauren and to welcome back Mary
Lynn,” said John Brzozowski, mu-
sical director at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. “With our
veteran choreographer, Gisa
DiIorio, we have an outstanding
team that will give our kids a real
feel for working in a professional
environment.”

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 13, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 14, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
15, at 3 p.m., Thursday, March 19,
at 8 p.m., Friday, March 20, at 8
p.m. and Saturday, March 21, at 8
p.m.

All performances take place at
the Maya Ungar Memorial Audito-
rium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, located at 667
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by e-
mailing reptix@comcast.net. Prices
are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors
(age 60 and up) and $8 for students.
Please include performance dates,
number and type of tickets and total
amount due.

Payment can be done with cash or
check, made out to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Repertory Theatre. Pay-
ment may be mailed with ticket
order or made at the time of ticket
pick-up, in the front lobby of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Monday or Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8 p.m.

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533.

Orchestra, Flamenco
Dancing in Perfect Harmony

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Conductor David
Wroe of the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) ingeniously paired
music, drama and dance for Carmen,
Saturday night’s concert at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway.

The evening presented a mélange of
orchestral classics, with violin solos by
Byung-Kook Kwak and Flamenco
dance choreographed and presented by
the famed dancer Omayra Amaya and

her dance company.
The spectacular venue of UCPAC,

fully restored to its vaudeville splendor,
was an appropriate setting for the offi-
cial WSO Friends Appreciation Night.
The musical opening of the program
was a rousing version of the familiar
Overture to Barber of Seville that was
played with verve.

In the less familiar Estancia, op. 8 by
Alberto Ginastera, Maestro Wroe’s stel-
lar orchestra created four sharply dif-
ferent moods. In “Land Workers,” a
powerful, masterful score was bass and
drum-driven, whereas “Wheat Dance”
provided a contrasting majestic calm
with soulful flute suggesting wind
through a harvest-ready field. Lush,
legato strings added ambiance.

In the third movement, relentless
tympani and impressive brass conjured
up visions of the Wild West in “The
Cattle Men.” In the last segment, “Final
Dance” (Malambo), tambourine ac-
cents and xylophone accompaniment
matched superior French horns and
flute.

When the much-anticipated
Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) op. 20 for
Violin and Orchestra by Pablo de
Sarasate was presented, the soloist and
orchestra combination did not disap-
point.

Internationally acclaimed violinist
Byung-Kook Kwak brought excitement
to this distinctly segmented work,
which, according to the program notes,
included: “a virtuoso introduction, a
slow section punctuated by technically
difficult violin figures, including flying
spiccati and ricochet bowings, a melan-
choly melodic section and finally a
rapid finale with many pyrotechnics
from the soloist.”

An unexpected “pyrotechnic” oc-
curred when Mr. Kwak broke a string
on his circa-1751 J.B. Guadagnini in-
strument. Mr. Kwak quickly exited the
stage to later return, violin intact, and
seemingly unfazed.

While Mr. Wroe waited for the
violinist’s return, he told the audience
wryly, “When you hear the acrobatics
of the next segment, you’ll be glad that
this happened in the slow section.”

Through his solo, Mr. Kwak dis-
played flexibility, tenderness, techni-
cal dexterity and expertise. Thrilling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle
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