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Archives
December 13, 1933

Council Sets Liquor
Laws; Grants Ten

Licenses to Retailers
and Consumers

$1,200 Fee for Public Places,
$600 for Package Sales, No Sun-
day Selling

Regulations controlling the sale of
liquor in Westfield were adopted by
the Town Council at an adjourned meet-
ing Thursday night. The local control
measure fixes license fees where liquor
is to be consumed on the premises at
$1,200 per year, while those for places
handling retail sales only, are fixed at
$600.

The regulation as adopted provide
for but four consumer’ licenses but do
not limit the number of places for dis-
tributors. Sunday sales are prohibited.

Following the adoption of the regu-
lations, the following consumer licenses
were granted: Amelio Buonanno, North
Avenue, George and Alexander
Chrone, North Avenue, and Amos F.
Allen, Central Avenue. Two clubs,
Westfield Lodge, 1585, H.P.O. Elks
and Echo Lake Country Club, were
also approved for consumer licenses at
the $1,200 fee.

Seven distributors were granted li-
censes as follows: J, R. E. Corporation,
Louis Cagnassolla, Robert Treat Deli-
catessen, Peter J. Winfeldt and Sons,
John F. Whalen, Nick Cunicella, and
Samuel Wardell. Two applications were
withdrawn.

Prior to prohibition, saloon keepers
paid $l,500 per year, and distributors
$850. The license fees fixed by the
Town Council are the highest in the
county, according to figures published
from various municipalities….

November 12, 1919

The First Hunting
Accident Is Reported
John Keppler, Local Letter Carrier,

Hit in the Eye by Stray Bullet — While
hunting with his two brothers George
Keppler of Westfield and Ernest
Keppler of Dunellen, Letter Carrier
John Keppler had the misfortune to
receive a stray shot in his eye from
another hunter’s gun while in the woods
near New Market on Monday morning.

His brothers rushed him to
Muhlenberg Hospital, Plainfield, where
X-ray pictures were taken in an effort
to locate the bullet.

A Statement by the Garwood Board of Education

‘Our Hands Are Tied; We Are Up
Against A Giant,’ the NJEA

The Garwood Board of Education meeting last
week was raucous over complaints about the New
Jersey Education Association (NJEA). Board mem-
bers  stated that the NJEA is too powerful, creating
unfair negotiating circumstances lending them un-
able to protect the taxpayers’ interests – “This is a
bigger problem than Garwood,” board member John
Sullivan said. “This is a state problem. Our hands are
tied; we are up against a giant.”

The board requested that the public write letters to
their legislators to bring a stop to this. We did and
corresponded with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blymen Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz. They always
provide a prompt and candid response to our questions.

They wrote, “As legislators who represent
Garwood, we understand the concerns of local resi-
dents who during these tight economic times are
anxious about current and future spending, even on
services as meritorious as education.

“In Trenton, we have worked hard to protect our
taxpayers’ interests on education matters that have
come before us in the Legislature, including sup-
porting the first real reform of state pension systems.

“However, teacher salary negotiations are beyond
the authority of the Legislature and as such, we
cannot intervene in ongoing contractual matters in
Garwood or in any community in our district.

“We are hopeful that the board and local educators
can come to a mutually beneficial concusion onbehalf
of the local community, its education system and
most important, the children they serve.”

We followed up with the question: “Dear Senator
Kean, Asm. Munoz and Asm Bramnick. Thank you

for your response. Most curious is your statement,
‘However, teacher salary negotiations are beyond
the authority of the Legislature and as such, we
cannot intervene in ongoing contractual matters in
Garwood or in any community in our district.’

“I believe [the newspaper] understands your state-
ment in the general sense but just who has the
authority then? Is it left to these volunteer school
board members, part-time and unpaid, little training
in negotiations, lay people; and as such say they are
up against the giant NJEA with no power to resist
them? When they cry for help, who is there to help
them (and to protect the public’s interest?). Do they
go to County Superintendent Carmen Centuolo for
help, or Commissioner Lucille Davy at the state?”

The response from the legislators: “As we under-
stand it, school board members rely on their own
board attorney and can also seek assistance from the
professionals at the NJ School Boards Association
for technical assistance. It is also our understanding
that municipalities do not seek intervention from the
state, whether it be the new super super or Davey, as
the state is not a party to the contract between the
teachers and the school board and has no role in the
negotiations. This follows the tradition of ‘local
control’ in NJ.”

Garwood School Board President Adele Lewis
wrote us back and provided us with the official
statement of the board. The letter is on this page.

The only conclusion we can draw from this is that
the giant is in overwhelming control and the beast
will provide no quarter in their relentless pursuit of
selfish interests, even during these trying times.

On Tuesday, February 17, 2009, the
Garwood Board of Education voted to
approve the three-year successor contract
with the Garwood Education Associa-
tion. The contract provides for increases
of 4.5 percent in 2008-09, 4.3 percent in
2009-10, and 4.3 percent in 2010-11. The
board did receive a concession in
healthcare, which will provide the district
with significant savings.

This contract is the culmination of a
one year negotiation process, with the
representatives of both sides dedicating
many long hours over the period, includ-
ing a very lengthy session with a state
assigned mediator.

The Garwood Board of Education sin-

cerely appreciates the teachers of this
district. We also take our responsibility to
the taxpayers very seriously. This agree-
ment provides the best balance of those
responsibilities within the current sys-
tem. Maintaining our educational pro-
grams and the board and administration’s
positive relationship with the GEA out-
weighed the possible results if we contin-
ued on with costly and divisive litigation.
Quite simply, prolonging this process
would have resulted in greater adminis-
trative expenses with no guarantee of a
‘better’ settlement.

The Board of Education is painfully
aware of the current economic situation
and respects its obligation to the Garwood

taxpayer. That being said, we had hoped
for better results, but these increases are
consistent with those negotiated elsewhere
in the area and the ‘givebacks’ on medical
insurance were sufficient to offset some
of the expense.

In the end, however, we truly believe
that the rules established by law govern-
ing the negotiations process need to be
overhauled by the legislature. Until there
is assistance from the state, an individual
school district has little leverage in the
negotiations process.

Garwood Board of Education
Adele Lewis, President

The Union County Foreclosure Task
Force, formed last fall, is pulling together
county government resources, munici-
palities, financial institutions and non-
profit groups to help property owners and
tenants stay in their homes or get other
forms of assistance.

A wave of foreclosures has hit the
nation, contributing to a record 19 million
unoccupied homes. Regardless of the in-
dividual circumstances, we are all at risk
when our friends and neighbors abandon
their property. For every padlocked door
there is another stressed or broken house-
hold in our communities.

The key fact to know is that you can
take steps to improve your situation. To
get help, you do not have to pay someone
for advice or risk falling prey to a con
artist. Free, reliable guidance is just one
phone call away.

An experienced non-profit organiza-
tion called the Home Ownership Preser-
vation Foundation offers help with any
and all foreclosure issues, for Union
County residents and throughout New
Jersey. Call toll free at (888) 995-4673.

Trained counselors at the Foundation
will provide guidance over the phone. If

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

Call For Help When
Facing Foreclosure

needed, they can refer you to dependable
community organizations with solid ex-
perience in foreclosure issues, so you can
meet with a counselor in person.

You can call for guidance as a preven-
tive measure, before a foreclosure starts.
Or you can call any time during the pro-
cess. And if you are a tenant in a property
facing foreclosure, you can get help too.
The important thing is to make the call.

To get information online about where
to go for help with foreclosure issues, you
can visit the Union County Clerk’s
webpage at ucnj.org/ctyclerk. The Task
Force is also using all available resources
to get printed material into the hands of
people who need it, and to assist those
who have lost their homes.

As we address the crisis at hand, the
Task Force is looking to the future and
planning advocacy, policy, and rehabili-
tation programs to prevent blight from
taking hold and spreading.

In the best of times, we in Union County
enjoy our vibrant and diverse communi-
ties. Now that times are challenging, we
are drawing on the strength of our com-
munities to help each other through, to-
gether.

Mr. Brennan, Tax Assessor for 31
Years, Relates Westfield History

I was intrigued with your editorial in
last week’s online issue concerning your
upcoming May publication [This Is
Westfield] of the most interesting events
that have occurred over the past 100 years
in Westfield.

To begin with – let me introduce my-
self. I’m Bob Brennan – the former Tax
Assessor for the Town of Westfield. I was
employed by the Town in 1966, but due to
a spinal cord injury, which rendered me a
“quadriplegia,” I took an early retirement
in 1997, after 31 years of service. I was
interviewed by a member of your staff at
my home after my retirement which re-
sulted in an excellent article being pub-
lished – and I again thank you for that.

I was unaware that you had placed your
previous issues online and this morning I
have thoroughly enjoyed looking through
your past issues.

In 2004, my wife and I relocated to
Brick Township to be closer to my son,
but we still manage to drive up the GSP
(Garden State Parkway) at least once a
month to reconnect with friends and
former neighbors in Westfield.

Unfortunately, whenever strangers hear
of Westfield today, they connect it with
John List. That one event seems to over-
shadow most events of the past 100 years.

I truly believe that the sacrifices made
by those “hometown heroes” who were
either killed or wounded in WWI and
WWII (to which I lost an uncle, Paul
Gottlick of Westfield) the Korean and
Vietnam Wars should be recognized above
all else and should stand alone as
Westfield’s biggest and best moments.

Born in 1943, I’m a second generation
Westfielder. My mother was born in
Westfield in 1900 and lived on Prospect
St. as part of the Gottlick family. I grew
up in Westfield at a time of major change
although it wasn’t until I became tax
assessor that I realized how much had
actually taken place between the time
period 1947 to 1965.

For example:
Unlike today where new houses are

being built throughout town on scattered
individual lots, during that time period
large wooded tracts were developed with
dozens of houses at once which quickly
changed the makeup of the town. One of
the earliest was the post-war develop-
ment of the Pinegrove Ave., Ayliffe Ave.,
Vernon Terrace area from 1948-1951. –
quickly followed by over a hundred houses
in the Tamaques Way area.

A few buildersshould be recognized as
advancing this change – Robert Newman
and Kent Construction. I believe they are
responsible for the majority of the quality
houses built in Westfield between 1955
and 1970. Bob’s company built nearly all
of “Stonehenge,” which comprised
Dartmoor, Knollwood Terrace, Nancy
Way, Norgate, etc. He moved into one of
the houses on Dartmoor with his family at
the time.

From there, nearly a hundred houses
were built in the area north of Prospect St.
(Barchester, Burlington Gorge, Kirkstone
Circle, Minisink Way and Wyandotte
Trail). Then, Breeze Knoll Drive off of
Lawrence Ave was developed.

One project was the Chelmsford
Condo’s on Prospect St. where Robert
Newman would move to and reside him-
self.

At the same time, other large tracts
were also being developed by different
builders such as: Orenda Circle, Summit
Court, Nomahegan Dr., Cranford Ave./
Stevens Ave., Twin Oaks Dr. and
Normandy Drive.

In the span of 15 to 20 years (1947-
1967), I would estimate that nearly one
thousand houses were constructed.

As the years moved on – and with most
of the large tracts gone – cul-de-sacs were
built comprising of four to six houses.
Floral Court was built on the McEwen
Florist site. Frazee Court was built on the
site of the Frazee property. Starlite Court
was built on the Westfield Nursery (Adrian
Moon’s) Central Ave. site. Bradford Court
was built on the Dr. Losee property and
Embree Court was developed when two
adjoining houses were demolished.

It was hard to imagine that the day
would come when one house was demol-
ished to construct another. One of the
main reason’s that the Town of Westfield
looks the way it does today, and is so well
known as a “Norman Rockwell commu-
nity” is that during the past hundred years,
the various Town Council’s (who are
now long forgotten) appointed individu-
als to various boards who ensured that all
zoning and buildings codes were strictly
adhered too. (ie: 20 percent lot coverage
- building setback - height requirement
etc). I can recall many instances when
homowners were denied additions whose
lot coverages were 21 and 22 percent -
and two family houses needed 70 foot lot
frontage and no exceptions were allowed!
I would hope that those strict standards
continue to be enforced today – espe-
cially now that the “McMansions” are on

the scene.
When I was a young boy, to make room

for the high school they moved nearly a
dozen houses on wooden rollers, which
today are located on Codding Road, First
St. and Pierson St. But that day came in
the mid 1980’s when a home on Breeze
Knoll Dr. was demolished and replaced
by another. The day of the “McMansions”
had begun!

On a personal level – the 1950’s for a
kid in Westfield was a great time to grow
up. We had the “firehouse” horn signal
each morning at 8 a.m. and more impor-
tantly at 6 p.m. Everyone had a bike and
we often had trouble finding a place in
front of a store on which to lean our
“unlocked” bikes. We anticipated the cir-
cus coming to town every year – enjoyed
the “soap box derby” held on Gallows
Hill Road, the fishing derby at
Mindowaskin Park and visiting Blado’s
Dairy farm to help him with his cows
cross Lambert’s Mill Road to graze in the
field by the railroad tracks – which is now
“Houlihan Field.” I, along with Norman
Greco (who resides on Lincoln Rd.) be-
came part of the standing room crowd of
young boys who showed up at the Rialto
in 1954 when they instituted the Westfield
Little League.

I’m attaching a list of gas stations that
existed in the 1950’s and the businesses
of that time period which I compiled for
a friend of mine months ago.

Also, in looking through the archives
this morning, I came across several ar-
ticles [attached for your consideration to
republish], which I think in some way
contributed to the makeup of Westfield
and made it the wonderful town it is
today.

Dear to my heart is the 100th Anniver-
sary celebration of the Westfield Volun-
teer Fire Department.

As a volunteer with the department for
25 years from 1968-1993, I had the plea-
sure to co-chair a parade and celebration
that I believe Westfield will never see
again. I enjoyed reading the article once
again in the archives and still can’t be-
lieve we pulled it off.

I’ve enjoyed writing this and hope you
can use some of the information. I’m
looking forward to seeing your publica-
tion in May.

Bob Brennan
Brick

Editorial on U.S.
Attorney Designee

Was ‘Way-Off’ Base
Your February 19 editorial (with its

equally-wrong-headed cartoon) was way
off base in questioning the prospective
appointment of Paul Fishman as U.S.
Attorney. As the chairman of the largest
law firm in New Jersey, I have been
fortunate to work with and against some
of the best lawyers in (and outside of) our
state, over many decades. I have known
Mr. Fishman for a long time and he is one
of the best lawyers I know.

You made two big errors in your edito-
rial. First, you ignored Mr. Fishman’s
enormously impressive background in law
enforcement and private practice. Sec-
ond, you confuse a lawyer’s obligation,
indeed, every ethical lawyer’s obligation
(to zealously represent a client whether or
not you agree with him or what he did)
with what one particular client, Carla
Katz, said or did. As to the first, Mr.
Fishman after graduating magna cum
laude from Princeton and cum laude from
Harvard Law School, where he was man-
aging editor of the Law Review, and after
clerking for a distinguished U.S. Court of
Appeals judge, spent 11 years working in
the New Jersey U.S. Attorney’s Office.
While there, he supervised political cor-
ruption cases, including the prosecutions
of the Essex County Executive, and the
mayors of Wayne, Passaic and Parsippany.
He then was called to Washington to
serve as a senior adviser to the Attorney
General and Deputy Attorney General for
three years. For the past dozen years, Mr.
Fishman has been a highly-successful
lawyer in private practice, representing a
variety of individuals and companies, in
the latter case, including drafting policies
and programs to facilitate compliance
with statutory and regulatory require-
ments.

As to your second error, some of our
nation’s greatest lawyers (Abraham Lin-
coln and John Adams come to mind) have
represented some clients whose views or
actions were personally distasteful or even
abhorrent to the lawyer. But in this coun-
try, that’s the way our civil and criminal
justice system is designed to operate.

Paul Fishman will make a great, tough-
minded and fair-minded U.S. Attorney
and I look forward to his imminent ap-
pointment.

Andrew Berry
Westfield

Citizens Presentation to
BOE Is on the ‘Net

Editor’s Note: This was sent to the
Westfield Board of Education, the Town
Council and copied to the newspaper.

*****
Attached is an 11 page presentation

with a six page appendix, that has been
prepared over the course of the last nine
days by a group of concerned citizens
regarding the proposed Intermediate
School Redistricting Plan, after our re-
ceipt of Open Public Records Act disclo-
sures from the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on February 13. (The attachment can
be downloaded at www.goleader.com/
services/features/09-wf-redistricting/).

You will see from the attached that we
believe that redistricting is unwarranted
and will in fact be a very costly endeavor
for the taxpayers, considering the hiring
of new teachers and staff at Edison Inter-
mediate School that would not be neces-
sary if there was no redistricting, as well
as busing costs. We recommend that no
elementary school district be redistricted
to Edison.

In preparing this, we also consulted
with experts in the education field, who
were able to explain the impact from a
teaching and staff perspective of an in-
crease in student population, from both
the surge of students from McKinley,
Tamaques and Jefferson, coupled with
approximately 80 students from Wash-
ington starting in Year 3. Feel free to
forward this e-mail, or the attachment, to
anyone that you would like. If you are
interested in sitting down to talk about
this, I am sure that concerned citizens
would be willing to do so at a mutually
convenient time.

Lee Stoller
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Isochroous – Being of equal color
throughout
2. Transcolate – To strain or filter
3. Thaumaturge – A magician
4. Scintillant – Sparkling; glittering

SCHNORRER
1. A beggar
2. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadruped
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A meal table philosopher

HAMIROSTRATE
1. Having a broad nose
2. Having a rounded beak or nose
3. Hook-beaked
4. Having a very long and thin beak

TOPER
1. Artistically suited for show or display
2. A drunkard
3. Proud; haughty
4. To stumble or stagger

ROUKE
1. To squat
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. To tunnel
4. Reward or merit

Anyone Can File An OPRA
Request, But How To Word It?

Two weeks ago, our editorial called for the Town
of Westfield to take the lead in government transpar-
ency by releasing the lawsuit settlement details of
police officer Sandra Chambers vs. The Town of
Westfield. The case was settled Friday, February 6,
as advised by the Clerk of the State Superior Court.
We filed an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
Request with the town on February 10.

On February 19, the town wrote to us that our
request could not be met as “1. There is no completed
settlement concerning the case referenced in your
request. Therefore, the town cannot respond to your
request…”

Who’s right – the Town or Superior Court?
On Monday, we reached out to Eric L. Harrison,

the attorney who represented Westfield in this litiga-
tion. When told that the court had revealed the matter
to be settled but the town had denied an OPRA

request because a settlement agreement had not been
finalized, he said, “both of those statements are
accurate.”

He further stated that there has been a “meeting of
the minds verbally, but the terms have yet to be
committed to a settlement document that has been
signed by all parties.”

Mr. Harrison, who provided a level of candor, said
the newspaper and the public would be made aware
of the agreement once it is signed, sealed and deliv-
ered. That’s good news, and that’s good government,
in our opinion.

It might be trickier to find out the legal and
insurance costs. Will officer Chambers remain on
the job or be given disability or be given early
retirement? Well, anyone from the public can file an
OPRA request, but how to word it? – Your guess is
as good as ours.

Letters to the Editor
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