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School Bd. Assoc. to
Hold Candidates Forum

TRENTON – New Jersey’s
county school boards associations
will sponsor three briefing sessions
for local school board candidates in
March. Coordinated by the New
Jersey School Boards Association
(NJSBA), the regional programs
will provide candidates with an un-
derstanding of the roles and respon-
sibilities of local boards of educa-
tion.

Candidates will receive informa-
tion on what to expect if they are
elected to office during the annual
School Election on Tuesday, April
21. The briefings will cover issues
such as school policy, administra-
tion, finance and budgeting, collec-
tive bargaining and community rela-
tions, as well as relations among the
board, superintendent and staff.

“Serving on a school board is re-
warding, but it is also challenging,”
said Harry Delgado, NJSBA presi-
dent. “These evening programs, con-
ducted by our expert member ser-
vices staff, will provide candidates
with a better understanding of those
challenges, and the roles and re-
sponsibilities of school board mem-
bers.”

There is no charge for attendance.
Union County candidates are invited
to attend the central region program,
which will include Hunterdon, Mer-
cer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean,
and Somerset counties, on Monday,
March 23, at 7 p.m. at the North
Brunswick Township High School
Commons, 98 Raider Road (off U.S.
130), North Brunswick. Registration
begins at 6:30 p.m. Candidates should
call (888) 886-5722, extension 5213
before attending.

NEW ASSIGNMENT JUDGE…Barbara Worth of the Women Lawyers of Union
County presents Cranford resident, State Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy,
right, with a plaque acknowledging her recent appointment  as Assignment Judge
for Union County.

Women Lawyers Group
Honors Judges at Reception
MOUNTAINSIDE —The Women

Lawyers of Union County (WLUC),
with more than 50 members in atten-
dance, honored the local judiciary
and established a scholarship foun-
dation at its annual reception on Janu-
ary 28 at the Spanish Tavern in
Mountainside.

“This year’s reception was particu-
larly special,” said Lavinia Lee Mears,
president of WLUC. “We bid fare-
well to a valued member of the judi-
ciary and welcome a new assignment
judge.”

Ms. Mears was referring to the
outgoing State Superior  Court As-
signment Judge for Union  County,
Walter Barisonek, who retired as of
February 1, and incoming Assign-
ment Judge Karen Cassidy of
Cranford. WLUC presented a plaque
to each.

“Today we honor Judge Barisonek
for his many years of service and the
support he has shown for the ad-
vancement of women lawyers,” Ms.
Mears said.

Judge Barisonek was first appointed
to the bench in 1984 in both the Civil
and Family Divisions and was the
presiding judge of the Criminal Divi-
sion from 1993 to 1997. He became
the Union County Assignment Judge
in 2004.

Barbara Worth, trustee of the
WLUC, praised the appointment of
Judge Cassidy as the first woman to
serve as an assignment judge in Union
County. “As an attorney for 20 years,

I am thrilled to see the progress which
women in our profession have made,”
Ms. Worth said.

Judge Cassidy was appointed to
the bench in 2000 and has served in
the Family Division and the Civil
Division. She was the presiding judge
of the Family Division since 2005.

WLUC announced the establish-
ment of the Women Lawyers of Union
County Scholarship Foundation. “As
an organization devoted to advancing
opportunities for women in the legal
profession, we wanted to demonstrate
that commitment by providing stu-
dents with scholarships,” said
Catherine DeAppolonio, president-
elect of WLUC.

WLUC was formed in 1980 to pro-
mote the professional and personal de-
velopment of female attorneys living
and/or practicing in Union County. For
membership information, contact
Lavinia Lee Mears, Women Lawyers
of Union County, Inc., 42 Gesner Street,
Linden, or  call (908) 486-3181.

42nd ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
CHILDREN’S FAIR

Presented by
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation

Benefiting the Scholarship Fund
And Community Grants Program

Saturday, March 7, 2009
8 a.m. – Noon

Westfield High School
Rahway Ave. corner Dorian Rd.

Donation $7.00

Watchung Deer Hunt
Set for March 2 to 5

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal will conduct its annual
Watchung Reservation Deer-Manage-
ment Program, which will begin on Mon-
day morning, March 2.

This year’s Watchung Reservation
Deer Management Program will operate
between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m., on Monday,
March 2, through Wednesday, March 4.

 In the event of inclement weather on
any of those days, the program may
occur on Thursday and Friday, March 5
and 6, but under no circumstances will
the program extend past Friday, offi-
cials said.

Twelve marksmen, chosen by the
county from among experienced licensed
hunters, most of who have previously
participated in Union County’s program,
have been selected to serve on a volun-
tary basis.

The public should note that the
Watchung Reservation will not be closed
during the deer management program;
however, portions of some roadways in-
side the park may be closed for short
periods if necessary. Park patrons are
urged to stay on the marked hiking, walk-
ing and bridle trails.

For further information, contact the
Union County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900.

20 Stirling Road  Watchung, NJ 07069
(908) 756-7623  valleyfurnitureshop.com

M-S 10-5:30  Thurs 10-7  Sun 1-5

Kindel Stickley Henkel Harris Karges Southwood
E.J.Victor Hancock & Moore Dimes French Heritage

WINTER HOME SALE
With support from our factories, we’re

passing special savings on to you! 

Incredibly Low Prices!!!

FINAL DAYS!!!

Your Chance to Save on

Stickley, Kindel, Henkel Harris,

French Heritage and EJ Victor!

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Marks Ponders Assembly
Bid Against Stender, Green

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
Scotch Plains mayor Marty Marks is
considering a run for the State Assem-
bly against Democratic incumbent, As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Assemblyman Gerry
Green of Plainfield.

“I’m considering it,” said Mr.
Marks, who ran unsuccessfully for
Congress in 2008 and for the State
Senate in 2003. He said he was asked
to run this year by Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin and
State Assembly Minority Leader Alex
Decroce (LD-26, Morris Plains).

He said he wants party support this
time around, noting that when he ran
against Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) six years ago, he “pretty
much did it by myself” including
fundraising.  Mr. Marks said he ex-
pects to make a decision within a
month. The filing deadline for the
major party candidates running in the
June Primary is by 4 p.m. on Monday,

April 6. Mr. Marks served nine years
as mayor andthree years as a  township
councilman. He ran for Congress in
2008 but lost in a seven- candidate
race to Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Union). Mr. Lance went on to defeat
Mrs. Stender in the General Election.

A dentist, Mr. Marks ran for the State
Senate in the 22nd Legislative District
in 2003 but lost to current Senator
Nicholas Scutari, a Democrat. He ini-
tially faced Joseph Suliga, but Mr.
Suliga, now deceased, pulled out of the
race following his arrest in Atlantic
City for allegations that he sexually
harassed a woman patron.

Jennifer Mancuso of Assembly-
woman Linda Stender’s legislative of-
fice, said the assemblywoman is “defi-
nitely running.” Mrs. Stender, a former
Union County freeholder, Fanwood
mayor and councilwoman, has served
in the assembly since 2002. She ran
also unsuccessfully for Congress in
2006. Mr. Green has served in the As-
sembly since 1992. His office also con-
firmed that he would  seek reelection.

Garwood Council Preps
For 2009 Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Finance commit-
tee chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said on Tuesday that the borough
faces a property tax increase of either
$170 or $290 per $103,000 of as-
sessed value depending on the out-
come of legislation on the state level.

The borough’s portion of the prop-
erty tax in Garwood is approximately
25 percent of the total.

A measure proposed by Governor
Jon Corzine would allow municipali-
ties to defer part of their pension
payments over the next three years as
a form of property tax relief. Accord-
ing to information on the state website,
under the bill municipalities would
only be responsible for 50 percent of
their Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS) and Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System (PFRS)
payments in 2009, 60 percent in 2010
and 80 percent in 2011, with full
payments restored in 2012. Partici-
pating towns would have a 15-year
window to make up the deferred pay-
ments, starting in 2012.

Ms. Villaggio said under the legis-
lation, Garwood would realize a post-
ponement of $225,000 in its pension
bill this year.

“As of right now, with that pension
amount, the average increase we’ll
see right now is $170, and that’s with-
out extraordinary aid at this time,”
Ms. Villaggio said.

The $225,000 represents roughly
$120 in tax impact. Without the pen-
sion deferral, Garwood would see its
average tax increase rise to $290. The

borough is also awaiting Governor
Corzine’s new state budget.

“We don’t know what the Gover-
nor is going to sign, we don’t know if
the Legislature is going to pass the
pension deferral,” Ms. Villaggio said.

The estimated increases do not in-
clude any extraordinary state aid. The
borough received $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid in 2008, but Ms.
Villaggio said the council has yet to
determine whether it will seek any
additional state aid in 2009.

“That’s without extraordinary aid,”
Ms. Villaggio said, “but we’ll deter-
mine whether or not we’ll go for
extraordinary aid as a council as a
whole, probably Monday night at the
budget workshop meeting.”

A special public budget workshop
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
March 2, at 7 p.m. in the borough
council chambers.

In other business, the council an-
nounced that the borough’s police de-
partment has received a $40,000 grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation to continue its “Safe
Routes to School Initiative.” Council-
man Stephen Napolitano said the grant
will go towards crossing signals on
Walnut Street, a radar message trailer
as well as items for the borough’s
“Walking School Bus” program.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy praised
both the department and Patrolman
James Wright, who prepared the grant
paperwork.

“I think it’s exemplary of the depart-
ment that they’re taking such initiative
and receiving these grants to do these
programs,” Mayor McCarthy said.


