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ROTARY GUEST…Mark Swingle, left, Rotary Club of Westfield vice-president,
welcomes Dr. David Nowicki to the club’s February 10 lunch meeting. Dr.
Nowicki has practiced periodontics and general implants for 25 years. He lectured
the group on periodontal disease and its relationship to other ailments. The
Rotary Club  meets Tuesdays for lunch from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street.. For  information, visit WestfieldRotary.com.

County Could Face $8 mil.
In Additional Budget Cuts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County’s
proposal to cut 91 employees, includ-
ing 32 full-time workers and 55 sea-
sonal personnel, could be significantly
impacted if legislation in Trenton to
allow local governments to defer a
portion of their pension obligation
for workers is not passed.

Union County Manager George
Devanney told The Westfield Leader
that due to the bill being stalled in the
Senate, he is now planning to come
up with a new plan for layoffs, which
would take effect June 1. He called
the legislation “extremely crucial” in
terms of the county’s budget.

“We are looking at another $8 mil-
lion (in cuts)” if the legislation is not
passed, Mr. Devanney said. The
county presented an executive bud-
get of $449.3 million last month,
which raises taxes $12.5 million over
last year. “We do not have the luxury
of waiting to see the outcome of this
legislation process,” he said.

In a letter sent to Union County’s
legislative delegation, Mr. Devanney
said, “Although Union County is eli-
gible to defer one half of its pension
liability of $10 million, we are opting
to only defer $4 million and the re-
maining $6 million held in trust.”

He told The Leader that the pen-
sion deferral was a “last resort” to
reduce spending.

On a more positive note, the Board
of Chosen Freeholders learned at last
Thursday’s meeting that refinancing
$77.5 million in bonds would save the
county $4.5 million overall, including
$1.5 million in this year’s budget.

The pension deferral bill, A-3688,
was released from the Assembly Bud-
get Committee by a tally of 7-5, split
mostly along party lines. According
to a fiscal statement attached to the

bill, local employer contributions to
the Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS) and the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System (PFRS)
would be reduced by $1.35 billion
over the next three fiscal years. Full
funding of the pension systems would
return in 2012.

In other business, the board re-
viewed the renewal of a dozen insur-
ance policies totaling $3.8 million
that will result in a combined in-
crease of $80,500 over last year.

The Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal is proposing to pur-
chase 25 additional pedal boats for
use at Echo Lake Park for a total cost
of $47,525.

The board also considered resolu-
tions to continue employee tuition
reimbursement for the undergraduate
certificate program in public admin-
istration and the graduate enhance-
ment program in public administra-
tion at Kean University in Union to-
taling $43,500.

Board members will vote on the above
resolutions at tonight’s regular meet-
ing, as well as one to apply for another
PARIS grant, this time for $750,000,
from the New Jersey Department of
State, Division of Archives and Records
Management. The county was previ-
ously awarded $1.01 million in 2005,
$1.05 million in 2006, $739,700 in
2007, and $184,000 in 2008, according
to the department’s webpage.

New Norris Chevrolet

Due to an unforeseen situation, New Norris Chevrolet of

Westfield will be closing its doors for good as of

February 26, 2009. New Norris Chevrolet has been in the

town of Westfield for over 80 years, and has been owned

and operated by the late Mitch Friedman and currently

his son Larry Friedman. The Friedman family has owned

New Norris since 1981. Current owner Larry Friedman

would like to thank his loyal customers for all the years

of business. We really felt like a family, it’s a sad day.

After much consideration New Norris Chevrolet is turn-

ing all of their customers to Multi Chevrolet of Union. We

feel very comfortable with them. Like us, Multi is a fam-

ily oriented business. Multi Chevrolet will honor all facto-

ry warranties, extended warranties and all maintenance

needs as well as any free maintenance plans promised

by New Norris Chevrolet. Once again, I appreciate all of

our loyal and faithful customers. Any questions or prob-

lems, I, Larry Friedman can be reached 

at NORCHEV@AOL.COM.

CALL, E-MAIL OR STOP BY!THE HIGHWAY DEALER WITH A DIFFERENCE! AWARD OF EXCELLENCE WINNER!
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices include all available rebates, see dealer for details. *Lease to buy rebate available only to those customers who have a lease which ends

9/30/09 or sooner. ‡0 % APR up to 60 mos. in lieu of rebates, available on select models for qualified buyers. See dealer for details.Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors.
Offers/rebates cannot be combined. Offers expire 2/28/09.

Multichevrolet.comSee Some Of Our 
Quality Vehicles On-Line!

100% GUARANTEED
AUTO LOAN APPROVAL!

†

†Down payment will vary, see dealer for details.

2675 ROUTE 22 WEST • UNION, NJ

www.multichevrolet.com

866-371-3384
SERVING YOU SINCE 1968!

SHOWROOM HOURS:
MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM; SAT: 9AM-6PM

SERVICE HOURS: 
MON-FRI: 7:30AM-5PM; SAT: 9AM-4PM

4 DR, 4 CYL, Stk #H9540, VIN #94206732, 4cyl., auto, p/s/b, MSRP $22,505 Includes $1250 Customer Cash, $1500
Bonus Cash, & $2000* lease to buy rebate, if qual..

NEW 2009 CHEVY

MALIBU1LS
$16,995Starting at

Stk #90239, VIN #97165573, 4 cyl., 5 spd., manual, p/s/b, MSRP $17,440. Includes $1500 Customer Cash, $1000
Bonus Cash, & $1000* lease to buy rebate, if qual..

NEW 2009 CHEVY

COBALT LT
$12,995Starting at

ATTENTION
NEW NORRIS CHEVROLET CUSTOMERS

0% 
APR

IS BACK!
JUST

ANNOUNCED!
WHEN AMERICA 
NEEDS IT MOST!

FINANCING
up to 60 mos.

‡

CALL TO GET APPROVAL TODAY!

NO HASSLE
FINANCE HOTLINE

WE CAN GET YOU
APPROVED!

Toastmasters Sets
March 5 Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Toastmasters
of Westfield will hold a club contest
March 5 as the first step in the 2009
International Speech Contest of Toast-
masters International. Guests are
welcome. The contest begins at 7:45
p.m. at Sunrise Assisted Living, 240
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

The club contest is the first level of
competition that eventually culmi-
nates at the International conference
in Connecticut this summer.

Toastmasters of Westfield wel-
comes prospective members. The club
meets every first, second and fourth
Thursday of each month, from 7:45
to 9:30 p.m. at Sunrise of Westfield.
For more information, visit
tmwestfield.freetoasthost.ws or call
Allison Inserro at (732) 516-9852.

Union County GOP
Convention Selects Christie

John Maguire for The  Leader and The Times
GOP SUPPORTS CHRISTIE…A sup-
porter greets Republican Gubernato-
rial candidate Chris Christie at
Saturday’s Union County Republican
Committee Convention in Summit.

Conference for Women
To Feature Angelou

TRENTON — The Department of
Community Affairs’ Division on
Women is inviting women  to attend
this year’s New Jersey Governor’s
Conference for Women on Tuesday,
May 12 in Atlantic City.

The conference will feature key-
note speaker Maya Angelou, a poet,
playwright and actress. Also featured
will be a women’s health fair, a net-
working reception, and a special ses-
sion devoted to helping women sur-
vive the current economic crisis.

The conference will be held from
7:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. at the Atlantic
City Convention Center. Registration
before the conference is $125 per
person. On-site registration is $150
per person. Students and senior citi-
zens will be admitted for $75 each
(not valid if registering on-site).

State Grants $628,518
in Aid to Elizabeth

ELIZABETH – Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Union) deliv-
ered two state grants to PROCEED, Inc.
in Elizabeth totaling $628,518.  The grants
are for heating assistance, homelessness
prevention, family services and educa-
tional programs.

DWC Battles Tough
Economy, Sees Positives
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
on Monday night discussed how the
downtown could stay vital in these
difficult economic times. Notable
among developments is this week’s
opening of Crumb’s Bake Shop and a
decision to move forward with the
South Avenue Streetscape project.
Progress continues to be made on
plans for a food and wine festival
slated for mid-September.

Retail vacancies continue to grow,
DWC officials said, but new busi-
nesses offset some of them. Crumbs’
Bake Shop opened on East Broad
Street. Liberty Travel, who occupied
a high visibility location at the corner
of East Broad and Elm Streets, closed
recently and Fast Frame, a framing
shop, located on Quimby Street, is
slated to close at the end of the month.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin noted that these probably put
retail occupancy in the district at about
94 per cent.

Another bright spot in town is news
that the Rialto Theatre is renovating.
Two of their auditoriums are going
digital with 3-D capability. New high
back reclining chairs are to be in-
stalled, as well as numerous cosmetic
improvements.

The South Avenue Streetscape
project had been stalled by interac-
tion with Union County officials, most
recently by the county claiming they
do not allow pavers to be used on their
roads under any circumstances. Mrs.
Cronin noted that both Summit and
Elizabeth seem to have pavers in-
stalled on their streets.

Arguing for movement, DWC
Chairman Dominick Verdic asked the
board to put the contract out for bids

without the paver crosswalks.
“Let’s get a shovel in the ground,”

Mr. Verdic said. And responding to an
inquiry by Councilman Frank Arena,
the town council’s representative, Mr.
Verdic said it would cost less money.
The DWC plans to work with the
county to try to get approval for the
pavers, with the intent of adding them
back into the project.

A new promotion is slated for mid-
September this year, a food and wine
festival. Mr. Arena said the town coun-
cil is conceptually on board with the
festival. Planning for this event, in-
cluding discussion with experienced
event managers is under way.

Plans for a “Go Green” promotion
were redirected towards pursuit of an
award with America in Bloom. Mrs.
Cronin commented that green themed
things are happening everywhere, so
doing something different would be
more likely to stand out.

Late in the meeting, Mrs. Cronin
gave a few highlights from a prelimi-
nary version of her annual summary
report to the Main Street program.
Among the highlights for 2008 were
15 businesses created and two ex-
panded for a gain of 59 jobs. This is
partially offset by 12 businesses clos-
ing, costing 40 jobs; so the district
had a net gain of three businesses and
19 jobs. Also, $2,600 of DWC money
was used to help leverage $50,600 of
private investments in façade renova-
tion and restoration, Mrs. Cronin said.

The building rehabilitation and
construction numbers are even big-
ger, with $50,000 of DWC money
helping encourage almost $17 mil-
lion of private investment. The DWC
was involved in 73 promotional ac-
tivities during the year with over
100,000 estimated attendees, Mrs.
Cronin stated.

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Former federal prosecu-
tor and Republican front-runner for
governor, Chris Christie of Mendham,
picked up the nomination of Union
County Republicans Saturday at the
Union County Republican Convention
in Summit.

 Mr. Christie, who built a reputation
as a corruption fighter, garnered 294
votes out of a possible 401 delegates,
defeating former Bogota Mayor Steve
Lonegan, who received 83 votes.

The remaining votes at Saturday’s
convention for the gu-
bernatorial nomina-
tion were split be-
tween Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-
25, Mendham) and
Franklin Township
Mayor Brian Levine.
Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick and Eric
Munoz  were nomi-
nated by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield and Sum-
mit) and unanimously
approved by the del-
egates to run for re-
election to the State
Assembly.

Garwood Council-
man Anthony Sytco
was the only free-
holder candidate put
forth by the party for the June Primary
Election. The party is seeking two other
candidates interested in running for the
three-year freeholder position.

Addressing those in attendance,  Mr.
Christie attacked the Corzine Adminis-
tration and promised accountability and
changes to “business as usual” in Tren-
ton if he is elected Governor.

“We need a governor who will look
to lead and not follow. Who stands up to
special interests and the powerful,” Mr.
Christie told the delegates including 50
from Westfield, 26 from Scotch Plains,
12 from Plainfield, 11 from Fanwood
and seven from Garwood.

“Over the next four years, we will cut
taxes,” he pledged. “If you send me to
Trenton. I will turn that place up-side-
down.” Tapping into voter frustration
with state-mandated affordable hous-
ing requirements, Mr. Christie said he
would “gut COAH (Council on Afford-
able Housing) – it will no longer exist.”
He also pledged to bring the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) under control and make it do its
job without hurting business.

Mr. Christie told the party faithful
that he expected the Democrats to at-
tack him by arguing that he lacked
business experience and the ability to
guide the state through tough economic

times. He said he would respond by
reminding voters that it could not get
any worse.

“New Jersey is 50th in the nation in
the small business survival index,” he
said. “How much worse could I do?
Unless we adopt a 51st state between
now and November the answer is not
much.”

Mr. Lonegan, considered Mr.
Christie’s toughest primary opponent,
followed and asked for the delegates
support. Calling Bogota a “hopelessly
liberal town” when he took over, Mr.
Lonegan cited his willingness to take

on the police and
teacher’s unions.

On Mr.
Christie, Mr.
Lonegan said the
former United
States Attorney
for New Jersey
“would make a
fine attorney
general in my ad-
ministration.”

Mr. Lonegan
also accused the
former prosecu-
tor of not being
in it for the long
haul. He said Mr.
Christie had in-
dicated he would
be satisfied with
one-term. “I will
not settle for one
term as gover-

nor,” Mr. Lonegan said.
But Mr. Lonegan saved his harshest

criticism for Governor Jon Corzine
when he said, “by the time I get done
with Jon Corzine, he is going to have to
spend so much of his money that he will
wind up living in one of those lousy
affordable housing units.”

Also at the Union County GOP con-
vention, James Foerst, a Westfield coun-
cilman, was chosen to be the county’s
male  delegate to the State Republican
Committee, replacing Robert Cockren,
formerly of Westfield and now of Scotch
Plains, who served eight years in that
position. The party has not yet finalized
their choice for the female State Com-
mittee spot, which has been filled for
many years by Elizabeth Cox of Sum-
mit. The GOP executive committee
will be interviewing several candidates
for that position.

Two persons, one male and one fe-
male, are selected from each of the 21
counties in the state to serve four years
as state Republican Party delegates,
subject to winning the nod in the Pri-
mary Election in June.

The candidates for public office se-
lected by the party compete in the Pri-
mary Election in June for the right to be
their party’s candidates in the Novem-
ber General Election.


