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POLICE BLOTTER

Linda B. Condrillo for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBER WHEN...Gary Whyte took the audience down memory lane, intro-
ducing opening act, Kassie Ciasulli. Ms. Ciasulli, who grew up in Mountainside,
performed at many local school productions and is now an accomplished vocalist
living in northern New Jersey with her husband and three-year-old son. Her
mother, the late Dawn Ciasulli, was a longtime family friend and supporter of the
arts.
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Fagan stated that there was no real
financial benefit to the transaction, in
fact, it incurs costs, but would lower
the authority’s cost in the year(s) it
was done. If the additional bonding
were done, the result would be a
reduction of about $7.4 million the
first year, followed by increases of
about $900,000 for the following nine
years. The board requested follow-up
from the firms with some different
amounts and involving multi-year sce-
narios.

The second idea was to use an
amount roughly estimated at $10
million, remaining from construction
funds to buy back, in the open market,
some bonds due in the 2024 to 2035
timeframe. Legal restrictions exist on
the use of the funds, which prohibit
their use in most other ways. This
scenario was tabled because the
amount of the bonding to be retired
would not be known for several
months.

Clark resident William Caruso, a
former councilman, and Joseph
Pubchara spoke to the board about
the cost of the plant expansion. Clark
has created a utility to bill for sew-
erage service. In one exchange,
Westfield’s representative, Allen
Chin, asked Mr. Caruso what he
paid for sewerage. Mr. Caruso re-
plied, “$175 a year.” Mr. Chin then
responded that at $15 per month;
this was likely the least costly util-
ity service, which Mr. Caruso pur-
chases.

In other business, the backup gen-
erator issue is awaiting the hiring of
an expert. A recommendation is ex-
pected in the next few weeks. The
RVSA is considering the purchase of
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Sewerage Authority Fees
And Flows Discussed

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRESSIONAL  WELCOME...With several dozen citizens and local digni-
taries in attendance, Rep. Leonard Lance held a grand opening last Wednesday
for his Westfield office located at 425 North Avenue, East. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
Rep. Lance, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca and
Councilman Tom Bigosinski.

two mobile diesel generators at a to-
tal cost of $1.5 million. This comes
after it was revealed that that the
combustion engines in the cogenera-
tion facility, intended to back up the
sewage treatment operation in the
event of a power failure, require five
to 20 minutes to warm up, a delay of
which could result in flooding the
plant.

Currently, the plant power is backed
up by existing smaller diesel engines
and by 300 kilowatts of power through
an agreement with Public Service
Electric & Gas (PSE&G).

Vehicle Overturns After
Struck By School Bus

By PAUL PEYTON and
SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A school bus ran a
stop sign at Washington Street and Bou-
levard Monday in the late afternoon strik-
ing a SUV, causing the vehicle to flip on
its side, according to police.

Bebel J. Capistrano, 32, of Westfield, the
driver of the SUV, had to be extricated from
the vehicle by the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said.

Chief Kelly said when he arrived on
the scene of the accident, which occurred
at 5 p.m., members of the Westfield Po-
lice Department were helping to rescue
the woman’s three children, ages 11, 7
and 4, from the overturned vehicle on the
600 block of Boulevard.

According to the police report obtained
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Mathieu Pierre, 61, of East Orange, listed
as the driver of the bus owned by the
Vogel Bus Company of Garwood, “failed
to yield at the stop sign at the intersection
of Boulevard” and Washington Street
and struck the Ford Explorer driven by
Ms. Capistrano.

Captain David Wayman of the
Westfield Police Department said the bus
was transporting a single student from “a
school outside of Westfield.” He believed
the student lives outside of Westfield.
The police report did not list a hometown
for the child.

The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-
ported Ms. Capistrano to to an area hospi-
tal. Captain Wayman described her inju-
ries as “non life-threatening.” The rescue
squad evaluated the bus driver and the
passengers from both vehicles at the scene
and determined that none of them had
sustained injuries.

A person who answered the phone at
Vogel responded, “I am going to tell you,
no comment.”

Lorre Korecky, a spokeswoman for the
Westfield Board of Education, which con-
tracts with Vogel, confirmed that, “It’s
(the bus in the accident) not one of ours.”

The bus driver was issued a summons
for failure to stop at a stop sign. The
Westfield Police Department is continu-
ing its investigation of the incident, in-
cluding whether or not excess speed was
involved.

their own challenges, but the
downtrend in the economy has espe-
cially magnified the failings of one
course, [the] Oak Ridge Golf Course,”
Mr. Devanney said. He said the clos-
ing of the course would produce a
savings of about $750,000.

“If we do not close [Oak Ridge],
this particular facility would require
a minimum of $5 to $7 million to
rebuild its antiquated clubhouse and
ailing golf course, which also suffers
from structural flooding,” he added.

The county manager said statistics
show that golfers who used Oak Ridge
have switched to Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains when Oak Ridge was unavail-
able. Mr. Sanchez said he believes
county golfers would stay at Union
County courses due to the
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County Budget, Taxes
affordability of the facilities.

The county has gone out for a re-
quest for proposal (RFP) to contract
out the clubhouse operations at Gal-
loping Hill and Ash Brook. Mr.
Devanney said, due to the potential of
further budget cuts because of the
stalled pension deferral bill in Tren-
ton, the county has expanded its RFP
to include maintenance of the courses
as well.

Should the bill not pass and the
division of park planning and envi-
ronmental studies is eliminated, the
planning functions would be
outsourced, while parks and commu-
nity renewal department staff would
take on other responsibilities.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
expressed concern, saying the
county’s division is “small for the
number of parks we have.”

In her budget, Union County Joanne
Rajoppi proposed cutting a clerk typ-
ist position in the division of elec-
tions when that person retires this
year for a savings of $25,500 and
cutting two part-time positions in the
clerk’s office to save $55,206. She
also said her proposed department
overtime could be reduced by $10,000
to $30,000, while expenses could be
trimmed by $3,600. Her proposed
budget, as included in the executive
budget, was $1.9 million with the
division of elections listed at
$719,249.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, in
reviewing Ms. Rajoppi’s 2008 an-
nual report, total revenue in the clerk’s
office dropped from $13 million in
2006 to $8 million last year, mostly
due to the drop in new real estate
transactions, on which the county
earns fees.

“So you don’t have to see much
more than that,” Mr. Sullivan said in
explaining why the county’s overall
revenue was down last year.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow asked the board to fund
10 positions that were left vacant and
not funded in the 2008 budget. These
include four detectives for homicide
investigations, five detectives for the
Narcotic Strike Force, and another
assistant prosecutor to handle child
abuse cases. His budget request sought
23 additional positions.

“I would be ecstatic to at least have
my 10 people back,” he said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, the
chairman of the board’s fiscal affairs
committee, who ran the meeting, said
unless economic conditions improve
the board would not likely approve
additional positions in the 2009 bud-
get.

In his executive budget, Mr.
Devanney said not filling vacancies
in the prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s
office, surrogate’s office, and county
code department would save the
county $2 million.

The prosecutor’s office is also re-
questing $382,000 in capital improve-
ments, including new computers, re-
placement equipment to be used to
analyze narcotics and equipment for
the county’s new DNA laboratory.

Regarding $40 million in capital
budget requests from department re-
quests, Mr. Sullivan said the board is
“going to have to say no to a lot of
these things.”

County Surrogate James LaCorte
submitted a budget, which was $5,000
over last year, at just under $900,000.

Candidate Deadline
Monday, March 2, is the last day to
file a petition to run for a seat on lo-
cal school boards of education. Peti-
tions may be obtained from the re-
spective board of education offices.

Westfield
Monday, February 16, Derrick J. Rix,

28, of Montclair was arrested on an out-
standing Newark criminal warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at East South and
Windsor Avenues. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $125 bail.

Monday, February 16, Natasha Will-
iams, 19, of Newark was arrested on Elm
Street near East Broad Street and charged
with hindering apprehension after police
were summoned regarding a dispute be-
tween a store clerk and two customers.
Police identified Williams as one of the
customers.

The arrest resulted from an investigation
of the incident, after Williams allegedly
provided police with a false name and date
of birth. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where a computer
check revealed two outstanding criminal
warrants from Newark with a total bail
amount of $125. She was held in lieu of bail
on the warrants and also in lieu of $250 bail
on the hindering apprehension complaint.

Monday, February 16, Louis T. Taylor,
24, of Linden was arrested on a Cranford
traffic warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation at Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released after posting
$165 bail.

Tuesday, February 17, Krste Donovski,
44, of Roselle was arrested at Union police
headquarters on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after post-
ing $500 bail.

Wednesday, February 18, Justin Kurtley,
20, of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing Linden traffic warrant in the amount of
$339 after a motor vehicle stop on the 1000
block of West North Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Linden
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Westbrook Road reported the theft of cash
and multiple articles of jewelry, in excess
of $20,000, from her home while she was
away for several days. Police said there
were no signs of forced entry.

Thursday, February 19, Nakeeah Battles,
21, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Newark traffic
warrant in the amount of $215. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, February 19, John Toney, 22,
of Bound Brook was arrested at North and
West Dudley Avenues on an outstanding
no-bail warrant from South Plainfield after
the motor vehicle in which he was a passen-
ger was stopped for an obstructed license
plate, broken tail light and seatbelt viola-
tion. Toney was not wearing a seatbelt. A
further investigation revealed the active
warrant.

Toney was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department. He was issued a sum-
mons for the seatbelt violation.

Thursday, February 19, Arthur L. Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested at Berkeley
Heights police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield criminal warrant in the amount
of $263. Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after appearing in court.

Friday, February 20, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that her purse was stolen from
her shopping cart at a business on East
North Avenue. The victim said that a white
female, approximately 20 to 30 years old,
with blonde hair and long fingernails had
approached her. The suspect apparently
distracted the elderly victim, at which time
either the female suspect or a male suspect
removed the victim’s purse and replaced it
with an empty one from the store. By the
time the victim realized that her purse was
missing, both suspects had left the busi-
ness. The case currently is under investiga-
tion.

Friday, February 20, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, David
Samsonia, 23, of Cross River, N.Y. was
arrested at South Avenue and Crossway
Place on an outstanding Piscataway traffic
warrant. He was released after posting $139
bail.

Saturday, February 21, David Baldwin,
Jr., 25, of Avenel was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North and Lenox Avenues
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Cranford
in the amounts of $99 and $89, respec-
tively. Baldwin was released on his own
recognizance with summonses after post-
ing cash bail on both warrants.

Saturday, February 21, Linda Kulik, 59,
of Cranford was arrested on the 1600 block
of Rahway Avenue and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, assault on a police
officer and resisting arrest. According to
police, Kulik became belligerent and unco-
operative both at the scene of the arrest and
with police and Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians who subsequently transported her
to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal in Rahway, allegedly punching and kick-
ing officers and EMTs. She was later re-
leased with summonses.

Saturday, February 21, Merih Yavuz,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Pearl Street for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and an outstanding Roselle traf-
fic warrant for $110. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on a summons and the posted
bail.

Saturday, February 21, Michael Katz,
30, of Edison was arrested in the area of
West South Avenue and Hort Street and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He initially
was stopped for not wearing his seatbelt
while operating a motor vehicle; a further
investigation led to the discovery of the
marijuana, according to police.

Katz was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed and
issued summonses for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS), pos-
session of a CDS in a motor vehicle and the
seatbelt violation before being released.

Sunday, February 22, Kunwar Baba, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on the 1200 block
of South Avenue on an outstanding
Kenilworth criminal warrant for $1,159.
Baba was turned over to the Kenilworth
Police Department.

Monday, February 23, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
the theft of a Trek 3700 black 10-speed
bicycle with 19½-inch wheels from a de-
tached garage located in the rear yard of his
residence.

Monday, February 23, Thomas E.
Dimino, 59, of Atlantic City was arrested at
the Atlantic County jail in Mays Landing
on a Westfield traffic warrant. Dimino was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and held on
$750 bail pending commitment to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 17, officers responded

to a report of teenagers fighting at Deerfield
School. According to police, a vehicle con-
taining six juveniles was stopped as it at-
tempted to exit Our Lady of Lourdes Church
parking lot, which is adjacent to Deerfield.

Four other juveniles questioned at the
scene stated they were playing basketball
when the teens, which arrived in the ve-
hicle, approached them and started a fight,
police said. The six juveniles stated that
they came to the location to watch a fight
they heard was to take place in the parking
lot, authorities reported. No charges were
filed at his time.

Tuesday, February 17, George Hamilton,
50, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license, as
well as an outstanding warrant out of
Franklin Township in the amount of $125
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, February 19, police responded
to a residence on Springfield Avenue on the
report of a fire. According to police, the fire
was electrical in nature and was rendered
under control by the Mountainside Fire
Department with the help of the fire depart-
ments from Springfield and Westfield.
PSE&G also responded and cut the wires to
make the area safe until a crew could come
and repair the lines, police said. The only
damage was to the utility pole.

Friday, February 20, Santos Barrera, 54,
of Newark was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a motorist was
traveling on Route 22 when something
struck and cracked his windshield. Accord-
ing to police, no other vehicle was on the
highway at time and the object believed to
have struck the windshield is a BB.

Saturday, February 21, officers re-
sponded to a storage facility on Route 22 on
a report of theft. According to police, the
victim reported that someone removed three
crates of records and CDs from his unit. An
employee at the facility stated that the vic-
tim had not installed the lock correctly on
his storage unit which allowed for the door
to be partially opened and entrance gained,
police said.

Saturday, February 21, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that she lost her
wallet while viewing a movie at the theater.
According to police, the wallet was placed
in the cardboard carrying case that the vic-
tim received at the concession stand and
was accidentally placed on the floor of the
theater along with the empty tray. A search
of the theater did not produce the wallet,
police said.

Sunday, February 22, a patron of a Route
22 theater reported that while he was inside
the theater someone forcefully entered his
vehicle damaging the molding around the
driver’s side window and removed his ra-
dio, a GPS and a tachometer.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 17, Michael O’Brien,

29, of Middlesex was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
which time officers said they smelled the
odor of alcohol. He was processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 18, a resident of
Grand Avenue reported that someone rang
her doorbell several times during the night
and then ran away.

Wednesday, February 18, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Lamberts Mill Road. According to po-
lice, an unknown identified vehicle struck a
vehicle while it was legally parked causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Friday, February 20, Samuel Hanciles,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct after of-
ficers responded to a report of an intoxi-
cated individual in a East Second Street
store. According to police, Hanciles was
inside the store yelling obscenities. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Jacob Roman,
18, and Michael Abrantes, 19, both of
Kearney, were arrested and charged with
underage possession of alcohol after offic-
ers, responding to a report of disorderly
conduct at a Route 22 gas station, observed
them drinking beer. They were processed
and released.

Saturday, February 21, Desmond Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 21, Marcos
Canihuante-Pinto, 42, of Cranford was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 21, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported that someone
entered his vehicle and removed a GPS
valued at approximately $300.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 18, a resident of

Scotch Plains reported that sometime be-
tween December 10, 2008 and February 3,
2009 someone removed $1,100 from her
checking account. According to police, the
fraud department at the bank, which is
located in Fanwood. Police are investigat-
ing.

Thursday, February 19, Gustavo O.
Sarita-Hernandez, 35, of Reading, Pa., was
arrested on an outstanding Carteret warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, Mathew Laird, 41,
of Fanwood was arrested for outstanding
warrant out of Newark after a field investi-
gation on Helen Street. He was processed
and turned over to the Newark Police De-
partment after failing to post bail.

Friday, February 20, Chiwueze E. Ebere,
22, of Old Bridge was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood after a
field investigation on Martine Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, February 20, LTD C. Hannah,
30, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing South Plainfield warrant after a
field investigation on Herbert Street. He
was processed and released.

Sunday, February 22, Rhonda C. Gipson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested for an active
Union Township warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union Town-
ship Police Department after failure to post
bail.

Monday, February 23, Ronnie Davis, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and Bridgewater
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department after failure
to post bail.

Courtesy of Dave Cappiello
COLLISION WITH SCHOOL BUS...A Ford Explorer overturned Monday at
about 5 p.m. in Westfield at the intersection of Boulevard and Washington Street
when struck by a school bus, operated by the Vogel Bus Co., which ran the stop
sign. A 14-year-old on the bus and three youths in the car, ranging from 4 to 11,
were not injured. The driver was extricated  from the car by Westfield firefighters
and taken to an area hospital. The condition of the driver is not known at this time
although was not believed to be life threatening, police said.
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SP Council
ceedings typically originate with the
financing company.

When Mr. Muller pressed for an
answer on how much time a home-
owner would have to pay delinquent
taxes, Mrs. Malool said she would
have to consult with Lori Majeski,
the township’s chief financial officer,
on that question. But she noted that,
in her six-and-a-half years on the
governing body, the township gov-
ernment itself has not foreclosed on
any homes.

“My intention is to not foreclose on
anybody,” she added.

Referring to the municipal budget
and last week’s resignation of Town-
ship Manager Michael Capabianco,
Mr. Muller suggested that, in a cost-
saving effort, the manager’s respon-
sibilities be divided up between the
five council members.

The mayor pointed out that not
only do council members already have
jobs, but that the manager’s position
requires a candidate to hold a master’s
degree in public administration. She
added that Mr. Muller’s suggestion
would pose a problem with separa-
tion of powers given that, in the
township’s manager-council form of
government, the manager serves as
the chief executive officer and the
council acts as the board of directors.

When Mr. Muller proposed chang-
ing Scotch Plains’ form of govern-
ment, Mayor Malool said it could be
done only by referendum, but added,
“I don’t think the resignation of a
manager after six months is reason to
change the form of government.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance setting a range of
fees for a number of parks and golf
course-related activities. Deputy
Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said it will be
up to the recreation commission to set
fees within the ranges provided for in
the ordinance. Another ordinance ap-
proved on Tuesday establishes fees for
the services the mayor and deputy
mayor provide to perform marriages
and civil union ceremonies.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover, during his open-
ing prayer, remembered local attor-
ney Robert Kraus, who died two
weeks ago, calling him “a valued,
kind, caring and giving member of
our community.” Mayor Malool ech-
oed Mr. Glover’s sentiments, calling
Mr. Kraus a “general all-around good
guy” who “cared about people.”

WF Chamber Sponsors
Economic Summit

WESTFIELD – As the state of the
economy is a concern, the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce invites the public
to an Economic Summit on April 17,
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the James Ward
Mansion, 169 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Congressman Leonard Lance and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick along with
other local legislators will lead a discus-
sion on the economy and its effects.

The cost is $14.50 per person, which
includes breakfast. Reservations are re-
quired and space is limited. See
westfieldareachamber.com.

officials said.
Scotch Plains resident Rachel

Romero told The Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Times her taxes have gone
up $3,000 in the five years since she
moved to town.

“I didn’t notice it (the school bud-
get) when I was working. Now that
I’m not working, I have the time to
notice,” Ms. Romero said. While
she has no children in the school
system, Ms. Romero said she is
“most concerned with the BOE bud-
get.”

BOE President Norman
Whitehouse said, “Every school in
the district will have a budget presen-
tation. We try to keep the process as
transparent as possible.” However, as
Mr. Del Sordi said, the calculations
made in the budget’s first draft do not
reflect the final figures from Trenton
regarding state aid.

“Unfortunately, we have not re-
ceived a lot of information from Tren-
ton,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

In other business, during a presen-
tation on a five-year strategic plan for
the district, Ed Braun, the internal
coordinator of the project, outlined
four areas of district-wide goals: cur-
riculum, technology, facilities and fi-
nance. A copy of the plan is available
at the BOE office.

Mr. Whitehouse deferred 10 of the
14 motions on the agenda for the next
BOE meeting. The next regular pub-
lic meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the
administration offices at the Ever-
green School.
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BOE Fees


