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SP-F BOE Proposes User Fees to
Lessen Property Tax Increase

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) unveiled its proposed
$80,658,102 school budget for 2009-
2010 on Thursday evening. The bud-
get represents a 3.2 percent spending
hike over last year.

Facing staff cuts of 20 teaching
and staff positions totaling
$1,256,775, Donald Parisi, finance
committee chairman, said the com-
mittee researched three areas of po-
tential revenue in the form of user
fees: charging each student $3,000 a
year for the district pre-school pro-
gram, a one-time $100 annual activ-
ity fee for high school students who
participate in co-curricular activi-
ties and $100 for grade 4 through 8
musical instrument students. The fee
would include all sports except la-
crosse and ice hockey, where fami-
lies are already paying for the pro-
grams.

“The staff will have to do more
with less. Any further reductions
will be extremely harmful,” Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said.

“Even if we allow for and approve
user fees, we’re still not matching
revenue to expense,” Mr. Parisi said.

Included in the list of assumptions
is salary increases anticipated as a
result of the contract negotiations
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association when the
teachers’ contract expires June 30,
2009.

“We had to move forward with
certain assumptions while we wait
for Governor (Jon) Corzine to make

Fanwood Mayor Attacks
Racist Org. Over Literature

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADERSHIP FLOW...Outgoing Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board Chairman Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains holds a plaque presented to her by newly elected Chairman Charles Lombardo of Garwood at last Thursday’s
meeting, as RVSA Counsel Brian Hak looks on.

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr expressed her personal outrage
and the outrage of her community at
the distribution of racist hate litera-
ture throughout Fanwood this past
weekend. Issued by the League of
American Patriots based in Butler,
the fliers were dropped in driveways
and on lawns throughout Fanwood
during the early morning hours on
February 21.

Mayor Mahr immediately con-
tacted the New Jersey Attorney
General’s office, as well as Governor
Jon Corzine, asking that “immediate
steps be taken to investigate and de-
termine if those responsible for this
reprehensible act can be prosecuted.”
Her request was also passed to the
Acting United States Attorney for the
District of New Jersey and the Union
County prosecutor.

The Fanwood Police Department
notified the Union County
prosecutor’s office during the week-
end.

“The authors of this filth are cer-
tainly not patriots,” said Mayor Mahr,
“I call them cowards and bigots. There
is no place for such outrageous claims.

“The authors of the hate literature
related that there had been a stolen
car chase in Plainfield and Fanwood
earlier in February and based upon
that one incident, almost all crime
was, therefore, directly linked to Af-
rican-Americans.

“The striking contrast between the
election of President Obama and the
distribution of this hateful material
makes us all realize that we must be
ever vigilant in our efforts to end

racism in America once and for all,”
said Mayor Mahr.

The flier can be downloaded at
www.g o leade r. com/09feb26 /
09feb21-LAP.pdf.

RVSA Appoints Lombardo
As Chair, Finances Discussed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board at
its annual reorganization meeting last
Thursday named Garwood’s Charles
Lombardo as chairman and Robert
Luban of Woodbridge as vice-chair-
man. The board also refused to post-
pone excess flow hearings for Roselle
Park, Springfield and Woodbridge.

 Also utilities bills, cost of the
expansion, refinancing options and
costs for adding emergency power
equipment were discussed. A pre-
sentation on using bonds to manage
the impact of debt service for the
court-mandated $200 million up-
grade of the waste flow facility was
heard.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s repre-
sentative to the board, read a letter
stating that Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso and the township coun-
cil were not in favor of conducting the
excess flow hearings. Among the
points made were that in light of the
current economic climate, punitive
action by the authority would “add
insult to injury.”

A letter had been received from
Springfield’s attorney, Bruce Bergen,
on February 17, requesting some ad-
ditional documentation and a further
adjournment of the hearings until the
requested information was provided.

Discussion of Mr. Bergen’s request

and Mr. Mazzarella’s letter resulted
in a determination to move forward
with the hearings as scheduled this
evening, with Roselle Park sched-
uled for 7 p.m., Springfield at 7:30
p.m. and Woodbridge at 8 p.m. It was
also stated that the intent of the hear-
ings was to open a dialogue to deter-
mine and correct the cause of the
excess flow, not necessarily to im-
pose penalties.

Late in the meeting, a request by
Springfield was made to move a seg-
ment of sewer line along Meisel Av-
enue exposed by Rahway River ero-
sion. The move was approved, and
Michael Brinker, the authority’s ex-
ecutive director, asked whether this
might be a factor in the township’s
excess flow.

The bond presentation, given by
James Fagan of NW Financial and
Tricia Gasparine of McManimon &
Scotland, was on some strategies the
authority might use to help manage
outstanding debt. The presentation
centered on two concepts: delaying
payment of some of the principal on
some of next year’s budget, and using
unspent construction money to buy
back some long-term bonds.

The delay of payment of principal
is simply a delaying tactic – as dis-
cussed, it would slow payment of
about $8.3 million at a cost of about
$9 million spread over 10 years. Mr.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FILL’ER UP...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski pumps gas at the
Ashbrook fueling station in Scotch Plains Wednesday a week ago in  announcing
the county’s pilot project to use 5 percent biofuel with diesel fuel in its heavy
vehicles. The program will study greenhouse gas emissions. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Mitchell Supreme Fuel Co. President Deborah Berna Fineman
(biofuel supplier), Ms. Kowalski, and New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
Commissioner Joseph Fiordaliso.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING WARM…Kids and parents roast marshmallows over a campfire after
a winter scavenger hunt at Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside
on Presidents’ Day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Planning Board OKs
Morse Avenue Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board last week gave its unani-
mous approval to the final subdivi-
sion application by Messercola Broth-
ers Building Co. that will result in the
development of a 10-lot subdivision
on Morse Avenue near its intersec-
tion with Westfield Road.

Last April, the board approved two
minor subdivision applications from
Messercola to create two new con-
forming lots, with four new houses to
be built. And, in mid-2005, Terranova
Builders LLC, the previous devel-
oper of the site, was granted approval
for its major subdivision application
to create six new lots.

After last year’s approval, the board
asked Messercola to return with firm
site plans for the 10 lots that are
situated between Westfield Road and
Ascot Road. During that and the ear-
lier hearings, several residents living
near the proposed development had
raised concerns about stormwater
runoff and potential flooding from
any new building, as well as poten-
tially excessive tree removal and ad-

ditional vehicle traffic, particularly
on Crestwood Road.

Westfield Road resident Jim
Fawcett had earlier secured an agree-
ment with regard to tree removal and
buffering, and at last Wednesday’s
hearing, he raised concerns that his
earlier agreement with Terranova
would not be honored by Messercola.
But a condition was included in the
board’s approval last week that se-
cures the agreement with Mr. Fawcett.

In what could be a sign of the
present economic climate, board sec-
retary Barbara Horev said no applica-
tions are currently pending and that
the board’s next scheduled meeting
on March 2 had been cancelled.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

his budget report somewhere around
March 10. Immediately thereafter,
we should get our state aid figures,”
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said.

 Mr. Del Sordi said the budget is
“not a wish list” and also calls for
taking the district’s capital reserve

down to zero for the next school year
to pay for updates to Brunner School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. After those monies are spent,
the district may only rely on any
surplus in the budget for other im-
provements to the school buildings,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Hopes to Reduce
Spending and Tax Increases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
officials revealed on Saturday that
the closing of the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark would result in a
savings of $150,000 by eliminating
clubhouse seasonal staff, $200,000
from a reduction in greens material,
$200,000 from a reduction in utilities
and fuel, and another $200,000 by
cutting three supervisors of
greenskeepers.

The possibility of eliminating the
division of park planning and envi-
ronmental studies and seven salaried
employees to generate $300,000 in
savings is also on the table in the
event the State Legislature does not
pass the pension deferral bill, Al
Faella, director of the department of
parks and community renewal, said.
The county had projected to reduce
spending by $4 million by deferring
the county’s portion of employee pen-
sions to future years.

County officials plan to close Oak
Ridge in an effort to eliminate a
$700,000 operating deficit at the
county’s three public golf courses,
$400,000 of which was at Oak Ridge.

The closing is part of $24 million in
reductions County Manager George
Devanney has recommended to get

the county to a proposed $449.3-mil-
lion budget, an increase of $11.5 mil-
lion over last year’s adopted budget,
with $264.1 million of that amount to
be raised in taxes, or $12.5 million
over 2008.

The county manager is looking to
reduce the budget by another $8 mil-
lion in anticipation of the pension
deferral bill not being passed.

Armando Sanchez, director of the
county’s division of golf operations,
told the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders at the county’s first
budget meeting with department
heads that he projects the golf opera-
tions would generate $3.7 million in
revenue based on 100,000 rounds of
golf played with operating costs of
$3.6 million.

“So we are looking at breaking
even or even making some money
this year,” he said.

Officials said this estimate was
based on the opening of a new driving
range and learning center at the Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in Union by
July. The county estimated this facil-
ity would generate $50,000 per month
in additional county revenue with
$600,000 projected for a full season
of golf starting in 2010.

“All three golf courses are facing

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MANAGERS...Co-acting township manager Robert LaCosta, center,
addresses the township council on Tuesday night. Mr. LaCosta and Madelyn
Rutkowski were appointed co-acting managers last week in the wake of the
resignation of Township Manager Michael Capabianco.

Search for New Manager Starts
After Capabianco’s Resignation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council appointed Robert
LaCosta and Madelyn Rutkowski last
week as co-acting managers in the
wake of the abrupt resignation last
Wednesday of Township Manager
Michael Capabianco.

Mr. Capabianco offered no reason
last Wednesday for leaving his posi-
tion when informing Mayor Nancy
Malool, Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss
and Township Finance Director Lori
Majeski of his division during a meet-
ing on the 2009 municipal budget.

Instead, he issued a memorandum
to township employees that stated, “I
resign effective immediately,” before

leaving the municipal building six
months after succeeding former man-
ager Thomas Atkins. Mr. Capabianco
did not return telephone calls this
week.

Mr. LaCosta, the township’s con-
struction and zoning officer, and Mrs.
Rutkowski, who has long served as
the manager’s executive assistant, will
serve as co-acting managers until an
interim manager is hired to work with
them, according to Mayor Malool.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that an
interim replacement will be able to
assist with crafting the township bud-
get as well as assist Mr. LaCosta and
Mrs. Rutkowski in overseeing the
township government’s day-to-day

operations. The council’s two budget
meetings scheduled for this week have
been cancelled, Mrs. Malool added.

At Tuesday night’s council meet-
ing, a resolution was approved to hire
Jersey Professional Management
(JPM) to recruit a permanent replace-
ment for Mr. Capabianco. JPM led
the recruitment process last year that
resulted in Mr. Capabianco’s hiring,
and, Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said this week, had “agreed to con-
duct a new search free of charge” if
Mr. Capabianco “did not work out.”

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
Mayor Malool, when questioned by
Valley Avenue resident Carol
D’Amato, said she had been advised
by township legal advisors not to
comment on Mr. Capabianco’s resig-
nation other than to say that he had
“left voluntarily” and had provided
no reason for his abrupt resignation.
The mayor said Mr. LaCosta and Mrs.
Rutkowski are not being paid extra
for their roles as co-acting managers.

Mayor Says She Wants
To Avoid Foreclosures

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Nancy
Malool said on Tuesday that she would
do “whatever I could within legal
means” to avoid having the township
government foreclose on a house if
the homeowner failed to pay his or
her property taxes.

During the township council’s regu-
lar meeting, Ramapo Way resident
Albert Muller asked the mayor what
a homeowner’s options were if, given
the current economic climate, he or
she was unable to afford property tax
payments.

The mayor replied that the munici-
pal government is not permitted to
forgive property taxes on its own, but
would require special permission
from the state to do so on a temporary
basis. The mayor, a real estate attor-
ney, added that, in most cases, a
homeowner’s mortgage company
pays the property taxes to the local
government and that foreclosure pro-
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