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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBER WHEN...More than 200 residents gathered at Our Lady of Lourdes
church in Mountainside on Valentine’s Day to attend the eighth annual comedy
show to benefit Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) research. Gary
Whyte of Mountainside (right), spearheaded the event. He  introduced Kassie
Ciasulli (left), who grew up in Mountainside. She performed at many local
productions and is now an accomplished vocalist living in northern New Jersey
with her husband and three-year-old son.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
LEADERSHIP FLOW...Outgoing Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Board Chairman Joan Papen of Scotch Plains holds a plaque presented to her by
newly elected Chairman Charles Lombardo of Garwood at last Thursday’s
meeting. RVSA Counsel Brian Hak looks on.

Courtesy of Dave Cappiello
COLLISION WITH SCHOOL BUS...A Ford Explorer overturned, Monday, in Westfield at the intersection of Boulevard
and Washington Street when a school bus, operated by the Vogel Bus Company, ran a stop sign, resulting in a collison. A
14-year-old on the bus and three youths in the car, ranging from 4 to 11, along with the bus driver, were not injured. The
driver was extricated  from the car by Westfield firefighters and taken to an area hospital. The condition of the driver of
the SUV is not known at this time, although her injuries were not believed to be life threatening, police said.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CONGRESSIONAL  WELCOME...With several dozen citizens and local digni-
taries in attendance, Rep. Leonard Lance held a grand opening, last Wednesday,
for his Westfield office, located at 425 E. North Avenue. Pictured, left to right, are:
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Rep. Lance,
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca and Councilman
Tom Bigosinski.

RVSA Appoints Lombardo
As Chair, Finances Discussed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board at
its annual reorganization meeting last
Thursday named Garwood’s Charles
Lombardo as chairman and Robert
Luban of Woodbridge as vice-chair-
man. The board refused to postpone
excess flow hearings for Roselle Park,
Springfield and Woodbridge.

 In addition, utilities bills, cost of
the expansion, refinancing options
and costs for adding emergency power
equipment were discussed. A presen-
tation on using bonds to manage the
impact of debt service for the court-
mandated $200 million upgrade of
the waste flow facility was heard.

Frank Mazzarella, Clark’s repre-
sentative to the board, read a letter
stating that Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso and the township coun-
cil were not in favor of conducting the
excess-flow hearings. Among the
points made were that in light of the
current economic climate, punitive
action by the authority would “add
insult to injury.”

A letter had been received from
Springfield’s attorney, Bruce Bergen,
on February 17, requesting some ad-
ditional documentation and a further
adjournment of the hearings until the
requested information was provided.

Discussion of Mr. Bergen’s request
and Mr. Mazzarella’s letter resulted
in a determination to move forward
with the hearing as scheduled this
evening, with Roselle Park sched-
uled for 7 p.m., Springfield at 7:30
p.m., and Woodbridge at 8 p.m. It was
also stated that the intent of the hear-

ings was to open a dialog to deter-
mine and correct the cause of the
excess flow, not necessarily to im-
pose penalties.

Late in the meeting, a request by
Springfield was made to move a seg-
ment of sewer line along Meisel Av-
enue exposed by Rahway River ero-
sion. The move was approved, and
Michael Brinker, the authority’s ex-
ecutive director, asked whether this
might be a factor in the township’s
excess flow.

The bond presentation, given by
James Fagan of NW Financial and
Tricia Gasparine of McManimon &
Scotland, was on some strategies the
authority might use to help manage
outstanding debt. The presentation
centered on two concepts: delaying
payment of some of the principal on
some of next year’s budget, and using
unspent construction money to buy
back some long-term bonds.

The delay of payment of principal
is simply a delaying tactic – as dis-
cussed, it would slow payment of
about $8.3 million at a cost of about
$9 million spread over 10 years. Mr.
Fagan described that there was no
real financial benefit to the transac-
tion, in fact, it incurs costs, but would
lower the authority’s cost in the year(s)
it was done. If the additional bonding
were done, the result would be a
reduction of about $7.4 million the
first year, followed by increases of
about $900,000 for the following nine
years. The board requested follow-up
from the firms with some different
amounts and involving multi-year sce-
narios.
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Vehicle Overturns After
Struck By School Bus

By PAUL PEYTON and
SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A school bus ran
a stop sign at Washington Street and
Boulevard Monday in the late after-
noon striking a SUV, causing the ve-
hicle to flip on its side, according to
police.

Bebel J. Capistrano, 32, of
Westfield, the driver of the SUV, had
to be extricated from the vehicle by
the Westfield Fire Department,
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said.

Chief Kelly said when he arrived
on the scene of the accident, which
occurred at 5 p.m., members of the
Westfield Police Department were
helping to rescue the woman’s three
children, ages 11, 7 and 4, from the
overturned vehicle on the 600 block
of Boulevard.

According to the police report ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader,
Mathieu Pierre, 61, of East Orange,
listed as the driver of the bus owned by
the Vogel Bus Company of Garwood,
“failed to yield at the stop sign at the
intersection of Boulevard and Wash-
ington Street” and struck the Ford
Explorer driven by Ms. Capistrano.

Captain David Wayman of the
Westfield Police Department said the
bus was transporting a single student
from “a school outside of Westfield.”
He believed the student lives outside
of Westfield. The police report did
not list a hometown for the child.

The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-
ported Ms. Capistrano to Overlook
Hospital in Summit. Captain Wayman
described her injuries as “non life-
threatening.”

The rescue squad evaluated the bus
driver and the passengers from both
vehicles at the scene and determined
that none of them had sustained inju-
ries.

A person who answered the phone
at Vogel responded, “I am going to
tell you, no comment.”

Lorre Korecky, a spokeswoman for
the Westfield Board of Education,
which contracts with Vogel, con-
firmed that, “It’s (the bus in the acci-
dent) not one of ours.”

The bus driver was issued a sum-
mons for failure to stop at a stop sign.
The Westfield Police Department is
continuing its investigation of the in-
cident, including whether or not ex-
cess speed was involved.

MS BOE Presents $14.1 Mil.
Budget for 2009-2010 Year

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) unveiled its 2009-2010 budget
of $14,074,000 on Tuesday night repre-
senting a 3.6 percent increase over last
year, according to school business ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin.

The district does not have the final
state aid numbers, which are due on
March 10.

Therefore, the budget is based on the
assumption that no additional money
will be received from the state as com-
pared to last year (approximately
$900,000), officials said.

The district has a week from the day
it receives the actual state aid amount to
submit its budget to Union County Ex-
ecutive School Superintendent Carmen
Centuolo for state approval.

“The timeline for these numbers from

the state is something we’re forced to
work with,” said BOE President Mary
Beth Schaumberg. Salaries account for
$6,700,000 of the budget. On the rev-
enue side, the property tax levy is pro-
jected to be $12,600,374, about
$455,000 over last year.

Other major components of the bud-
get include special education costs and
the payment to the Berkeley Heights
School system to send Mountainside
students to Governor Livingston High
School.

In terms of state aid numbers, Mr.
McLaughlin said the state has defined
the efficiency standard that affects the
state aid amount districts receive as the
“median cost spent by districts of the
same enrollment size, regardless of dis-
trict demographics.”

The Borough of Mountainside falls
under the second highest factor group-
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Westfield BOE Unanimously Votes
On Washington Zone Redistricting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday night unanimously
approved a plan to redistrict to Edison
Intermediate School a partial number
of students from the Washington El-
ementary School zone, who would
normally attend Roosevelt Interme-
diate School (RIS), to address a rise
in enrollment at RIS.

On February 3, the board voted on
first reading by a tally of 8 to 1 to
redistrict, with Anne Riegel as the
sole board member against the plan.
Tuesday night, she voted yes at the

second and final reading.
In a packed auditorium at Edison,

parents and residents commented to
the board before and after the board
presentations about why they wanted
the board to vote down Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan’s
redistricting plan, which moves 21
students in the fall to Edison and, by
2013, would shift a cumulative 124
students over the five-year plan.

In an effort to curb the time a
person comments, after the last
board meeting went well past 1 a.m.,
the board placed a computer moni-
tor in front of the speaking podium

with a two-minute countdown. Par-
ents felt compelled to ignore it, and
one resident, Josh Cantor, handed
the board attorney a list of 14 people
who gave him their two minutes, so
he could have more time at the mi-
crophone.

He said he believes that the district
would see “$1 million per team” (re-
ferring to team teaching the district
employs) in increased costs for new
teachers with the new redistricting plan.

Residents voiced their concerns,
which included splitting 11-year-olds
from their friends and the social and
psychological impacts that would
have on them, the costs involved in
the redistricting plan, the bus com-
muting time and the effect busing
kids across town could have on a
child’s involvement in extra curricula
activities.

Ms. Dolan gave her report after the
first comment section and included
information, after residents had asked
for it on previous meetings, about the
other areas in town she had reviewed
when studying how to alleviate the
increased enrollment at Roosevelt by
redistricting.

She said she did not want to give
out this information previously be-
cause she did want to “pit” one area
against the other.

Board member Beth Cassie headed
up the verbal presentation, supported
by a document the school district sent
by e-mail and posted online on Mon-
day, of the report of the Long Range
Planning Committee. This report sum-
marizes the process in which the com-
mittee evaluated and formed thoughts
on Ms. Dolan’s options for redistrict-
ing.

In the report, it shows that the com-
mittee looked at moving boundary
lines for attendance zones. “The com-
mittee initially considered moving
the attendance zone boundary line.
Using the train station as a pivot point
and gradually moving the line north
on the west side of town, the line
intersects with RIS. It became clear
that moving students who live so close
to RIS did not make sense,” the report
stated.

Other options considered included
redistricting students in Wilson and
Washington who are eligible for bus-
ing to RIS; neighborhoods in the

Westfield Earmarks $30,000
In Sandra Chambers Settlement
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council,
Tuesday night, authorized the town
administrator to sign an agreement
between the Town of Westfield and
police officer Sandra Chambers to
settle a sexual-harassment lawsuit
brought by the officer against the
town and its former police chief.

Among the town’s latest bills and
claims package, requested by and
provided to The Westfield Leader,
$30,000 is earmarked for Ms. Cham-
bers and her attorney, Eric
Pennington. This represents the
town’s portion of the settlement,
which is not yet completely ratified.

Following the meeting, Finance
Policy Chairman Sal Caruana deemed
the agreement a “tentative settlement,
which is in the process of being

memorialized…It requires final ex-
ecution.”

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the matter still requires
the filing of a “stipulation of dis-
missal with prejudice,” which “for-
mally concludes the lawsuit.”

According to a law encyclopedia,
such a stipulation effectively prevents
the plaintiff from bringing the same
lawsuit against the same defendant in
the future.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom

Bigosinski voted against approval of
the bills and claims, as well as autho-
rizing the agreement.

Both matters passed by 7-1 votes.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
was home with wife, Cara, after the
birth of their newborn son, Collin.

Reading from a prepared statement,
Mr. Bigosinski said, “...the town
should take a close look at the con-
duct and performance of its depart-
ment managers. Where, as here, we
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County Hopes to Reduce
Spending and Tax Increases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County offi-
cials revealed on Saturday that the clos-
ing of the Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark
would result in a savings of $150,000 by
eliminating clubhouse seasonal staff,
$200,000 from a reduction in greens ma-
terial, $200,000 from a reduction in utili-
ties and fuel and another $200,000 by
cutting three supervisors of greenskeepers.

The possibility of eliminating the divi-
sion of park planning and environmental
studies and seven salaried employees to
generate $300,000 in savings is also on
the table in the event State Legislature
does not pass the pension-deferral bill, Al
Faella, director of the department of parks
and community renewal, said. The county
had projected to reduce spending by $4
million by deferring the county’s portion
of employee pensions to future years.

County officials plan to close Oak Ridge
in an effort to eliminate a $700,000 oper-
ating deficit at the county’s three public
golf courses, $400,000 of which was at
Oak Ridge.

The closing is part of $24 million in
reductions County Manager George
Devanney has recommended to get the
county to a proposed $449.3-million bud-
get, an increase of $11.5 million over last
year’s adopted budget, with $264.1 mil-
lion of that amount to be raised in taxes or
$12.5 million over 2008.

The county manager is looking to re-
duce the budget by another $8 million in
anticipation of the pension-deferral bill
not being passed.

Armando Sanchez, director of the
county’s division of golf operations, told
the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders at the county’s first budget meet-
ing with department heads that he projects
the golf operations would generate $3.7
million in revenue based on 100,000
rounds of golf played with operating costs
of $3.6 million.

“So, we are looking at breaking even or
even making some money this year,” he
said.

Officials said this estimate was based
on the opening of a new driving range and
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