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Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERED FONDLY…Daughter of Dizzy Gillespie, Jeanie Bryson, cancelled a Valentine’s Day performance after
her husband Coleman Mellett, a guitarist  in the Chuck Mangione band, died Thursday night in the plane crash outside
Buffalo. The following article is reprinted in homage to Mr. Mellett, an East Brunswick resident and frequent performer
at 16 Prospect in Westfield. (February 23, 2006 archives)

Bryson Cancels Performance After
Husband Perishes in Plane Crash

Editor’s Note: We received notice
on last Friday that Jeanie Bryson
cancelled her show, scheduled for
Valentine’s Day in Trenton, after news
that her husband, jazz guitarist
Coleman Mellett, seen above, and
Gerry Niewood  of Glen Ridge, both
musicians with the Chuck Mangione
Band, were
among the passengers who were on
Continental Connection flight 3407
when it crashed outside Buffalo Thurs-
day night, killing 50 people.

The musicians were scheduled to
perform Friday night at Kleinhans Mu-
sic Hall in Buffalo.

Mr. Mellett, 33, had taught at Golden
Age Fretted Instruments in Westfield.
The following article ran almost three
years ago exactly, February 23, 2006,
and is being reprinted in memory of Mr.
Mellett, whom many knew from his
playing at 16 Prospect (the former
Northside Trattoria).

Chris and Tim Boyle, proprietors of
16 Prospect, said they were both “very
saddened by the news of the loss of
Coleman. Mr. Mellet’s talents on the
guitar were known to some of the best
musicians in the entertainment indus-
try. I cannot begin to imagine the grief
this loss has caused his wife Jeannie, a
well-respected musician in her own
right.”

Mangione released a statement Fri-
day, saying, “I’m in shock over the
horrible, heartbreaking tragedy of the
crash of Flight 3407, which took the
lives of my dear friends and band mem-
bers Gerry Niewood and Coleman
Mellett...I am grieving and praying
with their families and friends.’’

The crash, which killed 50 people,
took the lives of Bloomfield residents
Dawn, Donald and Shawn Mossop,
Madeline Loftus of Parsippany,
Princeton Unviersity employee Lorin
Maurer, Clinton resident Jean Srnecz,
Ronald Gonzalez of New Brunswick
and Iselin resident Matilda Quintero, a
flight attendant.

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The recent addi-
tion of a bar and newly renovated lounge
at the Northside Trattoria has all the
right ingredients for mixing eclectic
cuisine with great music thrice weekly.
Wednesday night’s featured act boasts
a famous musical lineage and some
amazing credentials.

In a recent interview with the Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Times, jazz vocalist Jeanie
Bryson and guitarist Coleman Mellett
spoke about themselves and their regu-
lar gig at their new “home.”

Ms. Bryson is the daughter of the late
Dizzy Gillespie, a fact she had kept
hidden until after his death in 1993.
Early in her career, Ms. Bryson sang for
her father at one of his engagements.
Fondly recalling the moment, she told
the newspaper, “He was playing near
Atlantic City and invited me to come up
on stage with him. My son was just
about two at the time and waiting back-
stage for me. There I was, standing at
the mic, when he runs out to find me
and clings on to my leg, as I’m singing
(Billie Holiday’s) ‘God Bless the Child’
for my father.”

Ms. Bryson admits that having Dizzy
Gillespie for a dad may have helped her
career, but only partially. “I think maybe
cosmically, and surely genetically, it
definitely helped, but politically, no.
What most people don’t know is that I
had a very good relationship with my
father. I remember him coming to see
me in the late ’80s, to see me play at a
mid town jazz club in Manhattan. And
he was just so proud.”

Ms. Bryson’s mother is songwriter
Connie Bryson. “My mom was a very
big influence on my music career. There
was always music in the house, all
kinds of music, and a lot of jazz of

course. Her birthday was just the other
day, and I had been cleaning out the
basement and came across about 25
years of sheet music, demo tapes and
recordings on cassette. One of them
was a tape she made for me singing one
of the songs she wrote when I was about
five or six. I played it for her on her
birthday and the words came right back
to me as if they were sung yesterday.”

Her mom also wrote the lyrics for
Ms. Bryson’s recording “Deja Blue.”
Her album Some Cats Know for Telarc,
a label that has released several of her
recordings, is a tribute to Peggy Lee. A
selection of her CDs is available at the
Trattoria, and Ms. Bryson is happy to
autograph them.

She married her husband of two years,
whom she warmly refers to as “Coley,”
at Dizzy Gillespie Park in Cheraw, S.C.
In attendance were Mr. Gillespie’s first
cousins, Renee Wilson and Hanson
MacIntosh. Mrs. Wilson and husband,
Jack, hosted the couple’s wedding party.

No stranger to big names himself,
Mr. Mellett is Chuck Mangione’s gui-
tarist. He started playing music early
on, first on the piano. “My father played
a little guitar, so I started getting inter-
ested in that. Then I took guitar lessons
from a nun. She was very strict,” he
said.

Obviously, the discipline has paid
off. Hired by Mangione in 2000 to
perform as a member of the “Feels So
Good” band, Mr. Mellett also tours
globally.

Several months following the nup-
tials, Mr. Mellett was scheduled to play
an engagement in South Africa. As a
wedding present,  Mangione and his
wife, Rosie, sprung for airline tickets
for the bride so the two could have a
belated honeymoon in Cape Town.

Mr. Mellett also teaches guitar at the
Jazz Institute of New Jersey, and his
new guitar actually played a small role
in landing the gig in town.

So how did the couple end up at the
Northside Trattoria? The two revealed
that it was a series of interesting coinci-
dences. Mr. Mellett told The Leader
and The Times, “John Reynolds of
Golden Age Fretted Instruments re-
cently moved his vintage guitar store to
Westfield. He kept telling me about the
Trattoria and that I should come in to
check it out because they were starting
to feature live music and it might be the
perfect place for us.”

Ms. Bryson was getting the same
signals, but from a different source. Her
good friend, Toni Lissman, the man-
ager of Town and Country Wine – the
Trattoria’s cheese supplier – mentioned
the same thing.

One night, the two stopped in for
dinner and, according to Ms. Bryson,
“From the moment we walked in the
door, we knew we found our home.”
When the couple talked to the owners,
they discovered they had something
else in common.

Although they had never met, both
Ms. Bryson and Trattoria co-owner
Chris Boyle worked together – in dif-
ferent ends of the restaurant – 15 years
ago in Madison at the Cook Plaza Café.
The musicians and the restaurateur took
it as a sign, and the rest, as they say, is
history.

Ms. Bryson has performed in inter-
nationally acclaimed jazz clubs all over
the world. Out of the 20 something
countries she has toured, she counts
Brazil as the most memorable of all.
“The music is imbued in the Brazilian
culture. The people there are very
knowledgeable about indigenous mu-
sic – all kinds of music, really, and they
love jazz. I can remember once when I
was playing on the beach at Ipanema
and just remember crying when I had to
leave, I was so overwhelmed. I’ll never
forget that.”

As a performer, Ms. Bryson says she
overcomes creative hurdles by being
inspired to learn new material, branch-
ing out a little bit and expanding her
repertoire. “It’s very easy to be compla-
cent. I’ve been going through old song
books, trying to rediscover them as
well as finding new songs to sing,” she
explained. The Leader and The Times
asked if Ms. Bryson felt there were
fewer opportunities for jazz singers
today.

She noted, “I think there is always
going to be a core of people who love
the classics – any kind of art. Jazz is the
classic style of music. It’s the craft of
the American songbook, which will
always be timeless. Jazz gives us a
chance to appreciate a classic tune that
is uniquely American. But jazz is very
much still happening – at festivals, jazz
programs at universities and at Lincoln
Center.”

And one other venue – The Northside
Trattoria.

(February 23, 2006 archives)
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WSO, Flamenco Dancers Offer
Special Version of Carmen

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Even though
Georges Bizet’s Carmen is one of
the most familiar operas ever writ-
ten, it has never sounded quite like
this.

Music Director David Wroe and
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) are collaborating with the
Omayra Amaya Flamenco Dance
Company to perform the Carmen
Suites as a combination of orchestral
music and flamenco music.

The concert, which begins at 8
p.m. on Saturday at the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway, marks the premiere of this
choreography. Ms. Amaya is appear-
ing with the WSO for the second

time, following her performance of
Manuel de Falla’s El Amor Brujo
last February.

Flamenco, fast-paced Spanish
dancing native to the gypsies, is a
natural showcase for Carmen be-
cause the opera’s title character is a
gypsy, the opera features flamenco-
style dancing and the story takes
place in Seville.

The free-spirited Carmen seduces
the soldier Don Jose, only to cast him
aside when she falls in love with the
bullfighter Escamillo. Don Jose stabs
her at the end of the opera.

The suite that the WSO will per-
form is a combination of musical
styles and literary sources. Events
from the opera, the novella “Carmen”
by Prosper Merimee (on which the

opera is based) and Alexander
Pushkin’s poem “The Gypsies” all
contribute to the WSO’s telling of the
story.

Six flamenco artists, representing
Carmen, Don Jose, Escamillo and
three other characters, will dance,
accompanied by guitar, percussion
and the voice of Flamenco singer
Ruben Lopez Jesus. Almost all of the
movements in the suite feature danc-
ing.

“The dancing tells the story in ges-
ture, rather like the narrative of a
classical ballet based on a story, such
as [Tchaikovsky’s] The Nutcracker
or [Prokofiev’s] Romeo and Juliet.
There will be continuous Flamenco
dance to both types of music,” Mr.
Wroe said.

There are 10 movements in this
Carmen Suite, representing the most
famous music in the opera. They in-
clude the dazzling Act I Prelude,
known as the Toreadors because the
music is played in the final act when
the bullfighters arrive; Carmen’s
“Habanera” and “Seguidilla”; a vig-
orous dance that begins Act II;
Escamillo’s “Toreador Song,” when
he dramatically describes a bullfight;
the Intermezzo, and the Nocturne.

Ms. Amaya, who portrays Carmen,
is excited that she will tell Bizet’s
story with such exuberant dancing.
“Flamenco brings a rawness and an
elegance that transport your imagina-
tion and provoke emotions,” she said.

Also on the program is the overture
to Gioacchino Rossini’s most famous
opera The Barber of Seville. Rossini
originally wrote the overture for an
earlier opera, but he re-used it for
Barber, and that is how the world
knows it. The overture does not con-
tain any melodies from the opera, but
it is just as much fun as the opera and
always a delight to hear.

The remainder of the concert will
feature the orchestra and WSO vio-
linist Byung-kook Kwak in Pablo de
Sarasate’s Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy
Melodies). Like Carmen, part of the
piece is lyrical and romantic, and part
of it is fast and furious – one of the
wonderful showcases for a violinist.

It will be an evening in Spain, cour-
tesy of a Frenchman, an Italian and a
Spaniard.

Surprise Celebrity Guest
Impresses WHS Thespians

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Not everyone likes
surprises, but the cast of Westfield
High School’s
(WHS) Kiss Me
Kate thoroughly
enjoyed the one
presented by its
drama director
Daniel Devlin on
Friday, February 6,
when students re-
hearsed in the
school’s audito-
rium.

He had arranged
for Michele
Ragusa, the star of
Paper Mill
Playhouse’s 2008
production of Kiss
Me Kate and the
replacement for
Megan Mullally in
Broadway’s Young
Frankenstein, to be
a guest speaker.

It seemed like
just another Friday
afternoon re-
hearsal. After vo-
cal warm-ups with
musical director
Ken Horn, direc-
tor Mr. Devlin gave
the orders, “We’ll
run through the opening number first
with the CD and then with the piano.”

The number, “Another Op’nin’,
Another Show,” was abuzz with ac-
tivity and teen voices blending with
the professionals’ from the CD. At
the end of the number, Mr. Devlin
emerged from the backstage entrance
with Ms. Ragusa, standing all of 5
feet and 3 inches, at his side.

The teens let out an audible gasp as
she was introduced. The cast was
then invited to sit in the front rows of
the auditorium to listen to Ms. Ragusa,
who sat on the apron of the stage in
semi-darkness until the lighting crew
hit her with a spotlight.

For almost an hour, the star fielded
questions and shared insights about
the theater in general and her experi-
ence in particular. She was asked
about a young actor’s nightmare: the
fear of auditioning and whether or
not she still gets nervous.

“I remember being horribly ner-
vous — really sick to my stomach,”
she said, “but the more you do it, the
easier it becomes.” Concerning audi-

tioning for the role
in Young Franken-
stein, which re-
cently closed on
Broadway, she
said the most
nerve-racking part
was that writer/
producer Mel
Brooks was there.

“Being in a $50
million produc-
tion was really,
really great,” she
told the audience,
who recognized
her facial likeness
to Ms. Mullally,
the Karen Walker
character from
“Will and Grace.”

When the aspir-
ing actors asked
for advice, she was
honest. “Be sure
you have your
education. Have
other skills to fall
back on,” she
warned. “This is a
tough business.”

Students were
riveted when she

reminisced of the biggest improvisa-
tional moment to occur after things
went wrong on stage.

She said she once broke a bone on
stage, but the worst part was when
she “went up on” (forgot) her lines
while alone on stage. She said it was
the first night of previews, and she
went off stage to have the prompter
give her a cue only to find the prompter
was not there.

Leo Powell, a senior who features
in the WHS ensemble of Kiss Me
Kate, asked Ms. Ragusa about how to
keep a role fresh night after night.
She explained she was in the Broad-
way production of Titanic for two
years.

“I just kept reminding myself how
fortunate I was to have a job,” she
said. “You need to find your own
moment to focus, to find inspiration.”

Although the teens were reticent to

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/The Times
SURPRISE STAR…Westfield High
School’s drama director Daniel Devlin
introduces Michele Ragusa, a Broad-
way star, to the cast of the WHS spring
musical in a surprise visit on February
6. Ms. Ragusa, who just closed in Young
Frankenstein, played the role of Kate in
the Paper Mill Playhouse’s production
of Kiss Me, Kate, the spring musical that
WHS will present in mid-March.

Like Trains & Taxis
Travel to Crossroads
GARWOOD – Indie-soul band

Like Trains & Taxis will make an
appearance at the Crossroads in
Garwood on February 19 at 9 p.m.
The New Jersey band just returned
home after a month-long tour from
Atlanta to Chicago and is getting ready
to go back out on the road in support
of their recently released debut EP.

In just over a year, Like Trains &
Taxis has built a reputation as one of
the most promising bands on the east
coast with its thoughtful and original
blend of soul, jazz and rock. Called
“transportation for your musical soul”
by the Aquarian Press, the trio’s self-
titled EP, available on iTunes and
Amazon, captures the energy and sin-
cerity of its live show in six radio-
ready tracks.

The Crossroads is located at 78
North Avenue in Garwood. For more
information about the show and to
hear music from the band, visit
liketrainsandtaxis.com.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com
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Quality silk can change
your perspective.

Experience the value and beauty our
permanent custom arrangements,
natural life like trees and realistic
plants can bring to your home.

Mid-Day Musicales
Continue February 25
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, continues its
25th season of Mid-Day Musicales
on Wednesday, February 25, at noon,
with a program by organist Barbara
Thomson.

The Mid-Day Musicales, which
has presented musicians from all over
the world, is thanking the commu-
nity of Westfield for its years of sup-
port by featuring a season of per-
formers with Westfield connections.

These free, half-hour programs in
the church sanctuary are followed by
an optional soup and sandwich lun-
cheon in the church’s social hall for
$6.

The roster for the winter season of
concerts consists of:

February 25, Barbara Thomson,
organ; March 4, Barbara Biggers,
harp; March 11, The Westfield High
School Concert Choir, William
Mathews and Sharon Reynolds, di-
rectors; March 18, The Westfield Sym-
phony String Quartet, Anton Miller
and Sebu Sirinian, violins, Veronica
Salas, viola, Eliot Bailen, cello;
March 25, Jesse Blumberg, baritone
Erika Switzer, piano; April 1, The
Westfield Symphony Woodwind Quin-
tet, Helen Campo, flute, Richard
Foley, oboe, William Shadel, clari-
net, Patrick Milando, French horn
James Jeter, bassoon.

For further information, or to make
optional lunch reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

WACC, WSO Plan Casino Fundraiser

LET THE GAMES BEGIN…The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce have planned an evening of charitable
gaming. Pictured, left to right, are Ron Shovlin (Matress Factory), Maestro David
Wroe, WSO Orchestra Manager Linda Doyle, Westfield Area Chamber Execu-
tive Director Naomi McElynn, Tiffany Terry, (Sunrise Cellars) and Mike Moretti
(Top Line Appliances).

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce and the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) have joined together
to plan Casino Royale, an evening of
charitable gaming and entertainment
hosted by Top Line Appliances on
Saturday, February 28, at 7 p.m.

Guests will enjoy an evening of
casino-style gaming (blackjack, craps,
roulette and more), continuous din-

ing by Sunrise Kitchen and Cellars,
as well as raffle prizes donated by
Westfield-area businesses.

Admission to this black-tie-op-
tional event is $100 per person ($125
at the door) and includes $1,000 gam-
bling money with unlimited drinks
and dining.

For further information or to make
reservations, call (908) 233-3021 or
go to westfieldareachamber.com.


