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Local Songwriter
Visits Martin Guitar

Singer/ songwriter Richard Dipaolo, left, visits the Martin Guitar factory in Pennsylva-
nia along with bandmate Brian Maloy, right.

WESTFIELD – Singer/songwriter
Richard Dipaolo, a frequent performer
in Westfield, recently received a cus-
tom guitar through the artist relations
department of the C.F. Martin Guitar
Company late last year.

The company, located in Nazareth,
Pa., has been crafting instruments for
175 years at its factory.

“Since 1833, the Martin family has
been at the helm of a company re-
spected worldwide, not only for their
innovations – that have become guitar
standards – but also for the continued
quality of their instruments,” Mr.
Dipaolo said.

Mr. Dipaolo ordered a custom guitar,
replete with an East Indian rosewood
back and sides, as well as a mahogany
neck and herringbone rosette around
the sound hole.

“This guitar lives in a humidified
case when not at work,” Mr. Dipaolo
said.

Those interested in seeing Mr.
Dipaolo fingerpick this guitar, along
with Brian Maloy on mandolin, can
come any Wednesday night to 16 Pros-
pect Wine Bar and Bistro in Westfield.

“Martin guitars have a deep, full
sound that is well suited for ragtime
finger picking…We play acoustic blues,
ragtime and eclectic originals,” he said.

Mr. Dipaolo, who grew up in
Cranford, started playing, he said, after
seeing the Beatles perform on the “Ed
Sullivan Show.” After starting to write
songs at 19, he’s been in the same band
for 37 years.

To learn more about the make of his
guitar, take a virtual tour at
martinguitar.com
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film critic

By now, you’ve been inundated with
Oscar picks. It has become a full-
fledged pastime, a key component of
that unofficial holiday between St.
Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day.

No one is without an opinion. Every
little kid in America knows he, too,
may one day grow up to get all his
Oscar predictions right. It’s egalitar-
ian. When the food delivery guy, who’s
only been here a few months, says,
“Brad Pitt…he should win,” we nod
and think, “Hmm…maybe it won’t be
Mickey Rourke.”

It’s not for me to say whether it’s
gone too far. Nor would it be right to
name those film critics who I’m sure
double up on their steroids just before
Oscar prediction season. Although, it
is disconcerting while having your
blood pressure checked when you ask,
“Hey Doc, how does it look?” and he
responds, “I think Streep will surprise
a lot of people this year.”

As the great Jimmy Durante so exas-
peratingly noted, “Everybody wants to
get into the act!” Indeed, Jimmy, we’ve
been usurped. So I’ve decided this year
to abandon my tradition of picking the
Oscar winners. It’s gotten old.

Instead, as a magician friend might
segue, for my next trick, I will only
pick the losers. I contemplated doing it
hanging upside down in a giant ice
cube perched above a pit of boa con-
strictors. But the rental place said they
only had dry ice and wolverines.
Though, the guy did have this advice:
“Psst. Slumdog. Vote for that Slumdog.
And be careful for G-d sakes.”

Hence, without further ado, here’s
why Taraji P. Henson (The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button) won’t win
Best Actress in a Supporting Role. For
starters, she wasn’t the best in this
traditionally impossible-to-handicap
category, whereas Amy Adams
(Doubt), Viola Davis (Doubt) and
Marisa Tomei (The Wrestler) were all
great, with Penelope Cruz (Vicki
Cristina Barcelona) the greatest of all.

Michael Shannon (Revolutionary
Road), the least known thespian ac-
corded a nomination for Best Perfor-
mance by an Actor in a Supporting
Role, will lose. Heath Ledger’s out-
rageously stupefying performance
was the only thing worthwhile in The
Dark Knight. Despite Hollywood
being the town without pity, do not
forget the empathy vote. They know
he was best.

And the loser is, in the category Best
Performance by an Actress in a Lead-
ing Role, is Angelina Jolie (The
Changeling). No matter. She has all
those kids to comfort her. Watch out.
She may even adopt yours while you’re
distracted by the show. Here, more
than any other group, superb portray-
als will cancel each other out, with
Kate Winslet (The Reader) the ulti-
mate beneficiary. Angelina will then
immediately adopt her.

Veteran character actor Richard
Jenkins (The Visitor), an also-ran, will
not eke out any of the brand names
receiving nominations for Best Per-
formance by an Actor in a Leading
Role. America’s liberal tide contin-
ues. Sean Penn deservedly wins for
Milk.

The Reader, despite Winslet’s con-
tribution, will lose in the Best Picture
category as Slumdog Millionaire wins
best in show. Likewise, director
Stephen Daldry, twice before nomi-
nated for best director, becomes a three-
time loser with The Reader. Continu-
ing to have its day, Slumdog
Millionaire’s litter of winners will in-
clude director Danny Boyle.

Other losers comprise, for Best
Animated Feature Film, Kung Fu
Panda, rendered extinct by winner
WALL-E; The Dark Knight, eclipsed
in Art Direction by the plastic and
turquoise, nifty fifties kitsch of Revo-
lutionary Road; and The Dark Knight
maintains its losing ways with the
Cinematography sweepstakes, the

Getting The Oscars All Wrong

prize going to The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button.

Additionally, the rather disappoint-
ing Australia doesn’t redeem itself
with a Best Costume Design Award.
Surveying a century of changing fash-
ions, that honor goes to The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button. The Be-
trayal is doused by Trouble the Water
in the Best Documentary Feature cat-
egory; and The Final Inch comes up
short to The Witness–From the Bal-
cony of Room 306 in Best Documen-
tary Short Subject.

Further losers include Revanche, out
danced in the Best Foreign Language
Film competition by Waltz with Bashir;
The Dark Knight, stitched together not
nearly as well as the Best Edited The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button;
and though putting on a mean face,
Hellboy Boy II: The Golden Army
loses Best Makeup honors to The Cu-
rious Case of Benjamin Button.

But humbled again, The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button loses out to
nemesis Slumdog Millionaire in the
Best Score competition; WALL-E’s
“Down to Earth” loses Best Song to
Slumdog Millionaire’s “Jai Ho”;
Oktapodi quickly snatches a win from
Presto in the Short Film (Animated)
contest; and Auf Der Strecke is beaten
to the Short Film (Live Action) trough
by The Pig.

Happy Go Lucky sadly loses Best
Original Screenplay honors to Frozen
River; Doubt loses to Frost/Nixon for
Best Adapted Screenplay; and The
Dark Knight loses to The Curious Case
of Benjamin Button in the Best Visual
Effects race.

And finally, you can stop holding
your breath. Wanted falls to the supe-
rior Sound Editing heard in WALL-E,
while the Sound Mixing in The Dark
Knight proves decibels better than
Slumdog Millionaire’s.

NJWA Concert Band to Play
At Lady of Lourdes Church
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Febru-

ary 22, at 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) Concert Band,
under the direction of conductor Howard
Toplansky, will perform a winter con-
cert at Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside. The concert is open to
the public, and admission is $10 per
person.

“We are delighted to be invited back
to play at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
Our musical selections are geared to
please a variety of musical tastes and
range from Renaissance to Ragtime
favorites,” Mr. Toplansky said.

The overture to “Light Cavalry” by
composer Franz von Suppe will be the
featured selection on the first half of the
program. Franz von Suppe was the
premier composer of the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire, who immediately pre-
ceded “Waltz King” Johann Strauss in
that position.

John Ondrey, the organist and adult
choir director at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, as well as band director at
Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School, will be featured as guest con-
ductor while the Concert Band per-
forms “Alleluias” by Jared Spears.

Mr. Ondrey will also conduct the
Concert Band to accompany singer
MaryAnn Harmer in the well-known
“Amazing Grace.” Ms. Harmer is the
musical director of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church.

The concert will also offer highlights
from “Take Me Along” by Bob Merrill.

Included in this selection are “Take Me
Along,” “Nine O’clock,” “Staying
Young” and “Promise Me a Rose.” The
waltz “Over the Waves” by Mexican
composer Juventino Rosas is also
planned for the February 22 concert.

The Concert Band is also offering
unusual march compositions, which
are: “The Guards March” from the
movie “Battle of Stalingrad” by Aram
Khachaturian, “Westbury March” by
Alex F. Lithgow and John Philip Sousa’s
“Keeping Step with the Union,” which
was dedicated to Mrs. Warren Harding.

A special feature of this concert will
be a saxophone trio that will perform
the jazz foxtrot “Egypt Land” by James
Casey. The performers for this selec-
tion will be Bernard Bonneau, Richard
Bucci and Howard Toplansky. Mr. Bucci
made the musical arrangement of this
piece from a piano score and old re-
cordings, together with advanced com-
puter technology.

Rounding out this concert will be
“Reverie” by Claude Debussy and
“Trombone King” by American march
master Karl King.

For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 964-1793 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO.: 681-2009

FINAL: 2/11/2009

 Was introduced and passed on first
reading by the Union County  Board of
Chosen Freeholders at a REGULAR
MEETING on January 28th 2009, and
said Ordinance has been published with
Notice of Introduction thereof and of the
time and place fixed for its further consid-
eration and the Board has duly held a
hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
by theUnion County Board of Chosen Free-
holders that said Ordinance be and the
same hereby is finally passed and adopted,
and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Ordinance published herewith has been
finally adopted on February 11th 2009,
and the 20 day period of limitations within
which a suit, action or proceeding ques-
tioning the validity of such Ordinance can
be commenced has begun to run from the
date of first publication of this statement.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Ad-
ministration Building of the County of Union,
and a copy is available up to and including
the time of such meeting to the members
of the general public of the County who
Shall request such copies, at the office of
the Clerk of the Board in said Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth, New
Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING
A CODIFICATION OF THE
LAW, ORDINANCES, POLI-
CIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF
UNION COUNTY, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
SAID CODE; AND SAVING
FROM REPEAL CERTAIN
LEGISLATION NOT IN-
CLUDED THEREIN”,
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
OF THE COUNTY OF UNION
ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE “LAWS OF UNION
COUNTY”

1 T - 2/19/09, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 10-03 HEALTH AND TRAINER

SUPPLIES FOR THE
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 31, 2009 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening.  The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/19/09, The Leader Fee: $71.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolution at its February 9, 2009 meet-
ing for the following application heard at its
January 12, 2009 meeting.

Frances Watson-Curry, 411 West
Broad Street, Applicant sought Prelimi-
nary and Final Site Plan Approval with “c”
and “d” variance relief for the placement of
a dumpster, approval to expand the drive-
way, approval to use a portion of the rear
yard as a parking area and an expansion
of a non-conforming use. Applicant sought
variance relief from the following sections
of the Land Use Ordinance: 11.12A,
12.04G, 17.03C.6, 17.05B, 17.06, and
17.07. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Five Star Driving School, LLC, 335
West Broad Street, Applicant sought pre-
liminary and final site plan approval (modi-
fication of utilization) along with a use
variance to permit them to occupy 465
square feet on the first floor of the building
for purposes of conducting a driving school.
Applicant sought relief from the following
Sections of the Land Use Ordinance:
11.26A and 17.02C. Application approved
with conditions.

Ashok Maliakal & Marina Thottan, 519
St. Mark’s Avenue, Applicant sought per-
mission to retain a garage contrary to
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage of buildings and above ground struc-
tures of 20%. Proposed is 25.6%. Applica-
tion denied.

Mr. Grant Hunter, 846 Cedar Terrace,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a front porch enclosure and a portico con-
trary to Section 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback within 200 feet of 40 feet. Pro-
posed is 41.9 feet. Application approved
with conditions.

Yale & Anne Arkel, 116 Stanmore
Place, Applicant sought permission to
construct an addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Present is 5.1 feet. Pro-
posed is 6.4 / existing 5.1 foot setback
unchanged. Application approved with
conditions.

David & Katherine Brown, 216
Watchung Fork, Applicant sought per-
mission to construct a front porch and a
second floor bay window contrary to Sec-
tion 11.04E5 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires an established front
yard setback of 70.8 feet E.F.Y.D. Pro-
posed is 60.9 feet to the front porch and
69.4 feet to the second floor bay window.
Application approved with conditions.

Joseph A. Buontempo, 1016-1020
South Avenue West, Applicant sought
extension of Preliminary and Final Major
Site Plan approval to construct a colonial
style three-story mixed use frame building
with offices on the first floor and residential
units on the second and third floors con-
trary to Sections 11.28G.8, 11.28G.11,
17.02B.4, 17.10G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved and memori-
alized January 14, 2008. One-year exten-
sion approved.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/19/09, The Leader Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 09-02-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 10, 2009. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance amends Chapter 141, of
the Code of the Borough of Fanwood,
modifying the permitted hours for can-
vassing, soliciting and distributing circulars
in the Borough.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on March 10, 2009,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/19/09, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC  NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 09-04-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 10, 2009. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance vacates a portion of
Beverly Avenue in the Borough of
Fanwood.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on March 10, 2009,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/19/09, The Times Fee: $21.42

County Office Needs
Cultural Groups’ E-mails

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs is collecting the e-mail addresses
of individuals and organizations inter-
ested in arts and history.

The office is appealing to individual
artists and non-profit arts, history and
educational organizations in Union and
neighboring counties for their e-mail
addresses in an effort to deliver timely
information and to save on mailing
and printing costs.

The Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs is expanding its use of e-mail
to improve its distribution of informa-
tion about its programs and services
and those of similar agencies.

Information geared to individual
artists will include grant and funding
opportunities, gallery exhibition op-
portunities, and invitations to career-
development workshops. Non-profit
organizations will receive information
about funding and grant opportunities
and announcements of administrative
skills workshops (marketing,
fundraising).

Those involved with history muse-
ums will be sent information on col-
lections management and historic pres-
ervation.

Artists and organizations are en-
couraged to list their events on the
calendar that appears on the Union

County website. Go to ucnj.org/cul-
tural to download the “Cultural Con-
nections” event entry form.

Groups that have changed e-mail
addresses should send new informa-
tion to culturalinfo@ucnj.org or call
the Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at (908) 558-2550.

Information needed from individual
artists includes: full name, discipline,
e-mail address and telephone number.

For organizations, include: full
name, type of organization, e-mail
address of organization/contact per-
son and telephone number of organi-
zation/contact person.

ask questions in the first few minutes
of the appearance, by the end, they
crowded around the celebrity to get
photos on their cell phone cameras.
Some of the teens said they would put
the pictures on the Internet.

“This isn’t the first time I’d be
seen on YouTube,” she told her new
friends.

Leo summed up the cast’s feelings,
detailing how impressed students
were with Ms. Ragusa’s appearance.

“It was great to hear of her relative
lack of experience in high school on
her way to finally becoming a profes-
sional actress,” he said.

It’s no surprise that her words were
inspirational music to all of the aspir-
ing actors’ ears.
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Kiss Me, Kate

Watchung Arts Center
Presents Sax Player

WATCHUNG – The Watchung
Arts Center will present saxophone
player Lisa Parrott to the Upper Gal-
lery on Saturday, February 28, at 8
p.m. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Those
who buy one ticket at $20 can pur-
chase the second one for half price.

The Australian baritone saxo-
phone chair has performed with Dave
Brubeck, Diane Shuur and Gregory
Hines. To learn more, visit
watchungarts.org.

Les Malamut Presents
Husband-and-Wife Duo

UNION – On Saturday, March 7,
from 2 to 4 p.m., husband-and-wife
duo Avi and Constantine Kiriakatis
will give a talk at the Les Malamut
Art Gallery about their travels and
creating their art.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery
(wheelchair-accessible, downstairs in
the Union Public Library) is located
at 1980 Morris Avenue and can be
reached at (908) 851-5450.

The first in a series of 2009 gallery
talks free to the public to introduce
the artists and their works, this evening
presents the opportunity to hear Mr.
and Mrs. Kiriakatis talk about their
travels, inspiration and love for creat-
ing art.

Their exhibit, “His and Hers,” paint-
ings and photographs, is currently on
display at the Les Malamut Gallery
through March 13.

The talk will be held in the gallery
itself, so attendees will also have the
opportunity to view the exhibit.

For more information, contact Bar-
bara Wirkus at dmbbw33@yahoo.com.


